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(Fade In)

TEASER:
EXT. RENEWERS GARDEN – DAY

Mearl is sitting on the ground. She’s looking at the sky. She appears saddened. Claude joins her. He sits next to her. 

                      CLAUDE

               Good morning. 

                      MEARL

               Hey. 

                      CLAUDE

               Beautiful weather, isn’t it? It’s 
               been a while since I’ve seen the 
               sun. 
Mearl nods. Claude looks at her, concerned. 

                      CLAUDE

               Is everything alright?
                      MEARL

               It’s nothing. 

                      CLAUDE

               Mearl, what is it? You can talk to
               us. 

Mearl sighs. 

                      MEARL

               I don’t have much time left. My 
               days are numbered. There’s still
               something I have to finish. Before… 
                      CLAUDE 

               Mearl, what is going on? Is someone 
               after you? 

                      MEARL

               No, it’s… 
Mearl looks away in sadness. 

                      MEARL

               It’s nothing. 

· FLASHBACK – 

EXT. MEADOW – DAY

Two children are sitting on the fields, a girl and a boy. The girl is 10, while the boy is 14. The girl, MEARL SMITH, is carrying a flower, while LEON is hiding something behind his back. 
                      LEON

               So… Mom’s birthday’s tomorrow. 

Mearl chuckles.

                      LITTLE MEARL

               Yes. I’ve noticed. 

                      LEON

               What did you get her?
Mearl shows Leon a beautiful flower.

                      LITTLE MEARL
               Sasha. Extremely rare. Just picked
               it up from the garden. 
Leon chuckles. 

                      LEON

               I totally have you beat this year. 

                      LITTLE MEARL
               Yeah, right. 

Leon shows Mearl a box. He opens it. Inside is a beautiful Sapphire necklace. Mearl grabs in shock. 

                      LITTLE MEARL
               No way. 

                      LEON

               Sapphire. Extremely rare. Just 
               picked it up from the pond.

Mearl’s in shock. She looks at him. Leon smiles confidently.

                      LEON

               I win. 

Mearl looks at her flower. She sighs. 

                      LITTLE MEARL
               This is stupid--


                      LEON

               No. Here.
Leon gives Mearl his box. 
                      LITTLE MEARL
               Leon--

He smiles. 

                      LEON

               Take it. You always win. 

Mearl looks at the box. She then looks at Leon. She smiles. 

                      LITTLE MEARL
               Here. 

Mearl gives Leon her flower. 

                      LITTLE MEARL
               We’ll call this one a draw. 

· PRESENT TIME – 
Mearl looks up at the sky. She sheds a tear. 
END OF TEASER:

CUT TO:

OPENING CREDIT SEQUENCE:

CUT TO:

ACT ONE: Scene A

INT. RENEWERS TRAINING ROOM 
Mearl is punching the punching bag. Mike enters. 
                      MIKE

               Hey. What’s up?

Mearl doesn’t respond. 
                      MIKE

               Okay… 
               (Clears throat)

               So, uh… Nice weather we’re having. 

Agitated, Mearl stops. 

                      MEARL
               Look, Mike, I appreciate what you’re
               doing… Whatever it is… But right now,
               I’m kinda busy. 

Mearl begins punching again. Mike appears slightly taken back. 

                      MIKE

               Yes ma’am. 

He leaves. Mearl sighs. 
INT. HALLWAY 

Mike exits the training room. He bumps into Cassidy. 

                      MIKE

               Oh, God. Sorry.

Cassidy laughs. 

                      CASSIDY

               No, it’s okay, it’s okay. 

Silence. 

                      CASSIDY

               So, how you’ve been? 

                      MIKE
               Great. Super. Just lovin’ life. 

                      CASSIDY

               That’s good. Me too. So, uh, I heard
               that you’ve been a little hard on 
               yourself lately, because of what 
               happened with--

                      MIKE

               Venus? Yeah, that was a real eye-
               opener, for me. Death, or, “close” 
               death have never been apart me. 
               I’ve never seen it. Hell, even my                  
               grandparents are still alive, well… 
               Fake grandparents, since they’re 
               not my real--


                      CASSIDY

               Mike. A blood bond doesn’t make a 
               real family. And no one else is 
               dying, you hear me? Not while I’m 
               here. I promise. 

The two smile. 

                      CASSIDY 

               So, what do you have planned today?
                      MIKE

               Uh… Nothing, I guess. 

                      CASSIDY

               Well, in that case, why don’t you 
               take me out? 

                      MIKE

               What? I don’t know if--
                      CASSIDY

               Boy, please. 
                      (MORE)

CONTINUED:

                      CASSIDY (CONT’D)

               Claude works you people like a dog. 
               You could use a little fun every 
               now and then. And to be honest, I 
               think you’re becoming a little 
               boring.
Mike becomes shocked.

                      MIKE

               Boring? Oh, I am NOT boring. I am 
               the epitome of fun. I MADE fun!  
Cassidy moves closer to Mike. 
                      CASSIDY

               Then get dressed. 

CUT TO:

ACT ONE: Scene B

INT. CLAIRE’S BATHROOM – DAY

Mearl’s in the shower. She closes her eyes in sadness. 

· FLASHBACK – 

EXT. LUCIAN’S HOUSE – NIGHT

Mearl and SERENA, an older woman, are outside the small, wooden home. Serena attempts to go in, but Mearl stops her. 

                      LITTLE MEARL
               No! Wait. It’s a surprise.

Serena smiles. 

                      SERENA

               Alright. I’ll wait.

Mearl smiles. 

INT. DINING ROOM

Leon and LUCIAN, an older man, lights a beautiful birthday cake. 

                      LUCIAN

               Ready?

                      LEON

               You know it, pop! 

A thumb is heard upstairs. Lucian and Leon look above. Nothing else is heard. 
                      LEON

               What was that? 

                      LUCIAN

               It’s nothing.

· LATER – 

Lucian, Mearl, Serena, and Leon are gathered around the cake. Serena blows out of the candles. Mearl joyfully claps. Lucian and Serena share a kiss. Leon looks away. 
                      LEON

               Gross. 
INT. MEARL’S BEDROOM 

Mearl takes opens a drawer. She takes out the box. She opens it. The sapphire necklace is inside. Carrying his flowers, Leon walks to Mearl. He snickers. 
                      LEON

               Ready to lose?

                      LITTLE MEARL
               Are you? 

A thumb is heard. Mearl and Leon quickly turn to the direction of the sound. Hiding in the darkness, is a tall man. 
                      BANDIT

               Shh. 

The bandit takes out a knife. Leon pushes Mearl behind him. The two begin backing away. Mearl begins screaming. 

INT. DINING ROOM

Mearl’s scream is heard. Serena and Lucian become alert. 
                      SERENA

               Mearl! 

Lucian begins to run upstairs. Serena follows him. 
                      SERENA

               I’m coming with you.

Lucian turns around. He stops Serena. 

                      LUCIAN

               No. Get out of here, now! 
                      SERENA

               No! I’m not leaving my children- 

                      LUCIAN

               Serena! Now is not the time for 
               this- 
                      SERENA

               -I’m not leaving, Lucian.

Lucian runs upstairs. Serena stays where she is. 
INT. MEARL’S BEDROOM 

Mearl screams as she attempts to get way. The tall man grabs her. He chuckles. 

                      BANDIT
               Where do you think you’re going,
               girly?

Mearl cries. Leon runs to the man and kicks his knees. The man yells in pain. He drops Mearl. Mearl runs behind Lucian. 

Lucian and Mearl slowly begin backing away. The man glares at them.
                      BANDIT

               Bold.
               (Gets up)
               Cute.

The bandit approaches Leon. Leon attempts to punch him again, but the Bandit grabs him. The Bandit raises Leon off the ground, choking him. Mearl, crying, closes her eyes. 
A man enters. He taps the bandit on his shoulder. The bandit turns around. It’s Lucian. Lucian delivers a mighty blow to the bandit’s face. 

The bandit yells. He releases Leon and falls to the ground. Leon gasps for air. He runs to Mearl and kneels down beside her. Mearl holds her box tightly. 

Lucian turns the bandit’s body over. The bandit has a bloody nose. Lucian punches the bandit repeatedly. Mearl and Leon look away. 
Moments later, Lucian stops. The man is dead. Lucian is covered in his blood. He looks at his children. They slowly turn to face him. 

                      LUCIAN

               Go. Join your mother and leave. 
               Run and don’t look back. 

Suddenly Serena’s scream is heard followed by a gunshot. The scream stops. Lucian’s, Mearl’s and Leon’s eyes widen in shock. 

                      LUCIAN

               SERENA!

Lucian jets out of the room. He runs downstairs. 
INT. DINING ROOM

Serena is lying lifelessly on the ground. Her body is covered in blood. 
Lucian enters. He slowly walks to Serena’s body. He kneels down beside her. His eyes fill with tears. He wraps his arms around her. 
                      LUCIAN

               Serena…

Lucian closes Serena’s eyes. A cocking sound is heard. He looks up. A gun is fired. 
EXT. LUCIAN’S HOUSE (Back entrance) – NIGHT

Mearl and Leon quietly climb out through the window. Mearl attempts to run back inside.

                      LITTLE MEARL

               Mommy!

                      LEON

               Mearl!

Leon runs to Mearl and grabs her. 

                      LITTLE MEARL

               Let go! I have to save mommy and
               daddy--
 

                      LEON

               -Mom and dad are dead, Mearl.

Mearl becomes shocked. Her eyes are tearful. Leon becomes sadden. He sighs.

                      LEON

               If you go back inside, they’ll kill
               you too. 

Mearl begins to cry. Leon shakes her, stopping her tears.

                      LEON

               Cut that out! Our parents were 
               strong. They were good people.
               They’d want us to be the same.
Mearl sheds a tear. 

                      LITTLE MEARL

               Why? Who would do this--


Leon covers her mouth. Mearl calms down. He lets go.

                      LEON

               I don’t know… Some people are very
               mean, I guess. Look, if we run 
               through the bushes, we should be 
               able to reach the town by morning.
               We have to be very fast, but quiet.
               Understand?
Mearl doesn’t respond. She’s distraught. Leon shakes her again.

                      LEON

               Answer me!

Mearl sobs. She nods. 

                      LEON

               Good. Look at me. 

Mearl opens her eyes. She looks at Leon. 
                      LEON

               I love you. 

Leon looks at Mearl’s box. She’s keeping it close to her. 

                      LEON

               You keep that box. Don’t let 
               anybody take that from you, 
               understand? 

Mearl nods.

                      LEON

               Good. Let’s go. 

EXT. LUCIAN’S HOUSE (Front entrance) – NIGHT

A group of bandits are gathered around. TEXAS REYES, 25, appears to be the leader. A bandit exits the house. Texas walks to him, followed by the other bandits. 
                      TEEN BANDIT

               Joe’s dead. 

                      TEXAS

               And the girl? Did you find her?

The teen bandit shakes his head.

                      TEEN BANDIT 

               No. 

Texas becomes angered. Another bandit approaches Texas. 

                      FAT BANDIT 

               Boss, why are we doing this? 

                      TEXAS

               Are you questioning me? 

                      FAT BANDIT

               Damn right. We kill for money, not
               for pleasure. This is sick! You’re
               sick!
Texas punches the bandit. The bandit attempts to counterattack, but the other bandits pull him back. 

                      TEXAS

               Boss said that girl will be a key
               figure within the next two centuries.
               If she doesn’t die… We will. 
                      FAT BANDIT
               So why not use her for ourselves?
               We just murdered her whole goddamn 
               family, all because some shadow 
               said so. At the rate we’re going,
               we’re gonna get caught, and you 
               know who’s getting the blame for 
               it, buddy? Not me. You. 
Everyone’s silent. Texas takes out his gun. He blows off the bandit’s head. Everyone gulps. Texas looks at the others. 

                      TEXAS

               Anything else?  
EXT. GRASS FIELDS – NIGHT

Leon and Mearl run through the fields. Leon holds Mearl’s hand. Mearl carries her box. 

· PRESENT –

INT. CLAIRE’S BATHROOM – DAY

Mearl opens her eyes. She turns off the shower. She sheds a tear. 
(FADE OUT)

END OF ACT ONE:

CUT TO:

ACT TWO: Scene C

(Fade In)

· FLASHBACK –

EXT. DIRT ROAD – DAY

Leon and Mearl are walking down the dry road. They’re covered in dirt. They appear tired. Mearl collapses. Leon kneels down beside her. He shakes her.
                      LEON

               Mearl? Mearl? Mearl, wake up!

Mearl doesn’t respond. Leon shakes her harder. He begins to tear up.

                      LEON

               Mearl, don’t do this. Wake up! 

Mearl doesn’t respond.
                      LEON

               Oh God! 
Leon tries to conceal his tears. 

                      LEON

               MEARL!

No response. He gets up. A car drives past him. He turns to it. The car stops. A woman, concerned, exits. 
                      WOMAN

               Is everything okay?

Leon runs to her. 

                      LEON

               Please, help me! My sister, she’s…

Leon and the woman approach Mearl’s body. 

INT. HOSPITAL ROOM – DAY

Little Mearl wakes up. She looks around. She’s in a hospital gown. Her sapphire box sits on the chair next to her. She takes it. She holds it close to her. She begins crying. A middle-aged man, MILO LANE, enters. 

                      MILO LANE
               Mearl Smith? 

Mearl shoots a look at Milo. Milo greets her.

                      MILO LANE
               My apologies. My name is Milo Lane.
               I’ve come to see you. 
Mearl looks away.

                      LITTLE MEARL

               Go away. 
                      MILO LANE
               Unfortunately, Mearl, I cannot do 
               that.

Milo walks closer to Mearl. She backs away.

                      MILO LANE

               Mearl, you are a very, very special
               girl. You have abilities the ordinary
               human couldn’t possibly dream of, nor
               understand. 

Mearl slowly begins to look at Mr. Lane.

                      MILO LANE

               Several bad people are after you, 
               Mearl. They want to do very bad 
               things to you, worse than what 
               they’ve already done before.
                      LITTLE MEARL

               Why?

                      MILO LANE

               Because, they want your powers, your
               gift. And they’ll do anything to 
               obtain it. But, do not be frightened,
               young one. I am here to protect you, 
               and with proper training, your powers
               will far surpass mine. 
                      LITTLE MEARL

               Where’s my brother? Leon. 

                      MILO LANE

               You and your brother were rescued by
               a windowed woman. They were unsure if
               you were going to survive, so she 
               decided to take him in as her own. 
               He’s safe. 
                      LITTLE MEARL 

               And my parents?

Mr. Lane pauses. 

                      LITTLE MEARL

               Where are they? 

                      MILO LANE

               They’re dead.
· PRESENT TIME – 

INT. CLAIRE’S BEDROOM – DAY
Mearl slams the drawer shut. She tries to hold back her tears. She looks at Claire’s Extract. She storms out of the room. Claire appears in the mirror, concerned.
CUT TO:

ACT TWO: Scene D

INT. MIKE’S BEDROOM – DAY

Mike is looking through his closet. Clothes are scattered around his bed and on the floor. 
                      MIKE

               C’mon, there has to be something
               good in here.
The door opens. Mike looks at it, shocked. Tommy enters.

                      TOMMY

               Hey, Mike, I – GOOD GOD!

Mike screams. 

                      TOMMY

               Dude, put some damn clothes on!

Tommy quickly turns around. Mike grabs a robe. He puts it on. 
                      MIKE

               You should’ve knocked. 

                      TOMMY

               Sorry. Used to this room being 
               empty.
                      MIKE

               Well… It’s not. 
Mike begins looking in his closet again. Tommy sits on the bed. 

                      TOMMY

               So… Uh… What exactly are you doing?

                      MIKE

               I’m going on a date soon and I have
               nothing to wear. Everything’s either 
               too small or too big, and none of 
               them compliment my face. They make 
               me look fat. 
Tommy gives Mike a look. 

                      TOMMY

               …Okay. So, Michelle, who’s the lucky
               guy? 

Mike glares at Tommy.

                      MIKE

               It’s a girl. Cassidy. 
Tommy laughs. Mike gives him another look. Tommy clears his throat. 

                      TOMMY

               Sorry. Bitchy personality aside, 
               she’s kinda hot. Too good for you.

                      MIKE

               Hey! I’ve dated plenty of girls like
               Cassidy in school. I was… Popular. 
Tommy gives Mike another look. He’s not buying it.

                      MIKE

               Okay. You got me.  

Mike continues to look through the closet. He sighs.

                      MIKE

               This sucks. 

                      TOMMY

               You know, if this thing is that 
               important to you – and I can’t see 
               why – maybe, you should ask another
               girl what chicks like. 
Mike stops looking. He begins thinking. 
CUT TO:

ACT TWO: Scene E

INT. SARON’S CLOTHING – DAY

Mike and Tommy follow Alicia around. The store is filled with stylish clothes. Mike is carrying a pile of clothes. Alicia throws more at him.
                      ALICIA

               First thing’s first! Shoes. The 
               first thing a girl notices are is 
               the shoes. If the shoes are bad,
               well… We are going to ignore you
               and then make fun of you with our
               friends.

Two girls laugh at Mike from behind. He turns to them, glaring at them. Tommy turns him around.

                      TOMMY

               C’mon. 
Alicia walks to the rack of jeans. Mike and Tommy follow her there. 

                      ALICIA

               Next, the pants. Something that’s
               not too short, nor too big, with a 
               hot, sexy belt to go with it. 
Alicia giggles. She takes out a pair of stylish jeans. She shows them to Mike and Tommy. 

                      ALICIA

               How’s this? 

                      MIKE

               Expensive. 
Alicia throws the jeans on top of Mike’s pile.

                      ALICIA

               Claude will handle it. Now, to my 
               favorite part… 
Alicia walks to a rack of shirts. Tommy and Mike follow her. Mike appears bored. 
                      ALICIA

               Shirts. 
                      (MORE)

CONTINUED:

                      ALICIA (CONT’D)
               A cool jacket with a nice, button 
               shirt with the first three buttons 
               unbuttoned will make any girl go 
               wild. It has a message. Something 
               like, “Look at me. I’m cool, and 
               I’m gonna take your man”.
Tommy and Mike give Alicia a look. Alicia laughs. 

                      ALICIA

               Speaking through personal experience.
               Sorry. And finally, the hat. Hats 
               aren’t a must, but a really cool one 
               will always make for a successful date.
               So, that’s it! What do you think? 
                      MIKE

               It’s great. Very enlightening. 
Alicia giggles. She then gasps.

                      ALICIA

               Oh, God! The belts! We need belts!
               Come on, let’s go. Let’s find a 
               belt. 

Alicia giddily runs to the belt section. Mike follows her. Tommy sighs. 

CUT TO:

ACT TWO: Scene F
INT. RENEWERS BATHROOM – DAY

Mearl is combing her hair. She stops. She stares vacantly into the mirror. Claire’s reflection appears.             
                      CLAIRE

               Can you hurry up? I have homework to
               do. Unlike you, I actually have
               responsibilities. 

                      MEARL

               Claire, please. Not today.

                      CLAIRE

               Aw, what’s wrong? You ran out of 
               sarcastic and cocky things to say?

Mearl snaps at Claire.

                      MEARL

               I’m just not in the mood, alright? 

Claire appears taken by surprise. 

                      CLAIRE

               Why? What’s wrong?

                      MEARL

               No offense, but you’re the last
               person I need to talk to. 

Mearl begins to leave. 

                      MEARL

               Just don’t worry about it.

· FLASBACK – 

INT. MILO LANE’S BASEMENT (TRAINING ROOM) – DAY

Milo Lane enters. Little Mearl follows him inside. The room is set up like an entertainment center. There’s a pool table, a punching bag, a swimming pool, a lounge, and a television. Little Mearl looks around, amazed. 
                      LITTLE MEARL

               Cool. 

                      MILO LANE

               I’m glad to hear it. This is where 
               you’ll be living for now on. This 
               is where you’ll train to become a 
               powerful warrior. You have a gift, 
               Mearl, and with time, you can become 
               an unstoppable force.
Mearl looks at Milo, sternly. 

                      LITTLE MEARL

               Who did it? Who killed my parents? 
Milo Lane appears hesitant. He nods. He snaps his fingers. The television comes on. 
                      NEWS REPORTER

               Late last night, a brutal murder 
               took place in the rural town of 
               Sutherland, taking the lives of 
               forty-two year old Lucian Smith, 
               and his wife, thirty-six year old
               Serena Smith. 
Little Mearl walks to the television screen. Milo stays behind. 
                      NEWS REPORTER

               Sources say they were killed by a
               pack of wild bandits, said to have 
               been led by Texas Reyes…

Texas’s face appears on screen. 

                      NEWS REPORTER
               …A man responsible for a series
               of murders and robberies. His 
               current location is unknown. 

Little Mearl glares angrily at Texas’s face. Veins begin to appear on her face. Her eyes flash green. Mearl screams as she falls to the ground. Giant, bat-like wings emerge from her back.
                      MILO LANE

               Mearl!

Milo runs to the Mearl. He kneels down beside her. 

                      MILO LANE

               Control it. Don’t let it consume
               you! 

Little Mearl struggles to control herself. She succeeds. The wings disappear, and her eyes return to normal. She’s panting. 

· PRESENT –

INT. RENEWER BASE: LOBBY – DAY

Claude is talking to a man. Mearl enters. She looks at the man in shock. Claude and the man turn to her. 
                      CLAUDE

               Mearl, perfect timing. This man is
               Howard Brown. He has a job for us. 
               He’s worried that a demon may be
               coming after him—

Mearl angrily approaches the man. She grabs him by his neck and slams him against the wall. Her wings appear. Her eyes flash green. Claude appears shocked.

                      MEARL

               You son of a bitch! What the hell
               are you doing here? 

                      CLAUDE

               Mearl, what is the matter with you?
               Calm down! 
                      MEARL

               Howard, is it? It’s been over two 
               hundred years and you haven’t aged 
               a day pass twenty-five. What’s your 
               secret? 

                      HOWARD

               What’s yours? 

Mearl throws the man across the room. 

                      MEARL

               Get him out of here.

                      CLAUDE

               Mearl--


                      MEARL

               Just do it, Claude!

Claude begins approaching Mearl.

                      CLAUDE

               Mearl! What is going on? 

                      MEARL

               That man is a murder.

The man attempts to get up. Mearl approaches him.

                      MEARL

               His name is Texas Reyes! 

Claude looks at the man. Texas gets up. He backs away. 
                      TEXAS
               Please, just listen to me.

                      MEARL

               I’m through with listening.

Mearl grabs Texas and slams him against a wall again.

                      MEARL

               Why did you come here? Scared? 
               Want protection? 
                      TEXAS

               I can explain everything. Please,
               just listen--!

Mearl punches through Texas’s stomach. Her arm heats up. Texas groans in pain.
                      MEARL

               Feel that? The burn? Imagine 
               feeling that pain over and over
               for two hundred years. Sealed 
               away from the world, with no one 
               to touch, nothing to feel…
               (Digs deeper into Texas)
               …But the burn. 
Claude slowly approaches Mearl. 

                      MEARL

               You have it easy, Texas. At least 
               you get to die. 

                      CLAUDE

               Mearl, stop!

Claude grabs Mearl. He pulls her away from Texas. Texas falls to the ground, holding his wound, pained. His wound closes. Mearl struggles to break free. 
                      MEARL

               Let go of me! 

                      CLAUDE

               Mearl, look at me. What is the   
               matter?

                      MEARL

               That man killed me! He changed my 
               life. He destroyed it.
Mearl turns to face Texas. He’s gone. 
 CUT TO:

ACT TWO: Scene G

· FLASHBACK –
INT. TRAINING ROOM – DAY

Mearl, now 16, punches the punching bag. She appears tired. She’s wearing the sapphire necklace. Milo watches her.
                      MILO LANE

               Focus Mearl, you’re getting weak.

                      TEEN MEARL

               I’m sorry. Forgive me, Mr. Lane, 
               for being tired after waking up
               at five A.M. just to run a million  
               laps around the neighborhood and 
               to punch a damn punching bag. 

                      MILO LANE
               You must be prepared at all times.
               The enemy will not have sympathy.
               You should know that.

Mearl stops. She’s annoyed. 
                      TEEN MEARL

               You know Milo; I’m beginning to
               get a little tired of you throwing
               that in my face all the damn time--


Milo Lane waves his arms. A giant blast strikes Mearl. She’s thrown against a wall. She falls to the ground. She gets up. 

                      TEEN MEARL

               So NOT cool. 

Milo Lane waves his arms again. Mearl is hit with the same blast. She gets back up. Her wings appear and her eyes flash green. 

                      TEEN MEARL

               Quit doing that—

Milo Lane fires another blast. Mearl counterattacks with her energy blast. Mearl’s energy blast absorbs Milo’s blast and strikes him. Milo hits the wall hard. He falls to the ground, unconscious. Teen Mearl gasps. 
                      TEEN MEARL

               Oh my God! Milo! 

Mearl runs to Milo. She kneels down beside him. 
                      TEEN MEARL

               Are you okay? 

Milo Lane opens his eyes. He fires a giant blast at Mearl, throwing her across the room. She hits the ground. She glares at Milo. Milo gets up. He begins approaching her. 

                      MILO LANE

               The enemy will pull any and every
               trick possible to claim victory. 
Milo lends Mearl his hand. He smiles. 
                      MILO LANE

               Don’t fall for it. Don’t have sympathy. 
                      TEEN MEARL

               Got it… 

Mearl grabs Milo’s hand. He lifts her up. 
                      MILO LANE

               Well done.

Milo shows Mearl a list. She looks at it in confusion. 

                      MILO LANE

               We’re running a bit low on 
               groceries.

                      TEEN MEARL

               And you can’t get these yourself
               because…?

                      MILO LANE

               I’m lazy. 
Mearl smiles sarcastically. She takes the list. She begins heading out. 

                      MILO LANE

               Mearl?

Mearl turns around, annoyed.

                      TEEN MEARL

               Yes?

                      MILO LANE

               When you get home, clean your home,
               and don’t forget to walk to the dog-
                      TEEN MEARL

               I know, I know. And wish the dishes,
               and take out the trash. I got it. 
Mearl leaves. Milo Lane smiles. 
               
EXT. MILO LANE’S HOUSE – DAY

Mearl, dressed in large clothing, steps outside. She locks the door. Her face is covered by her hood. She walks off. Texas stands on the side of her house. He watches her. 
INT. GROCERY STORE – DAY

Mearl walks down the frozen lane. She looks through it. She takes out her list. She looks at it. She takes out a package of bacon from the freezer.

                      TEEN MEARL

               Bacon. Check. What’s next? Pancake
               mix? Got it.     
Mearl leaves. Texas enters the lane immediately afterwards. He follows her.   
EXT. MARKET PLACE – DAY

Mearl leaves the grocery store. She’s carrying several large bags. She walks down the street. Texas exits the grocery store. He watches her. 
EXT. MILO LANE’S HOUSE – DAY

Mearl enters. She stares at the house in shock, petrified. She drops her bags. The house is on fire. Tears form in Mearl’s eyes. 
                      TEEN MEARL

               MILO!
(FADE OUT)

END OF ACT TWO:

CUT TO:

ACT THREE: Scene H

(Fade In)

INT. TRAINING ROOM – DAY

Mearl enters. She runs through the flames. The building is falling apart. 
                      TEEN MEARL

               Milo! Milo! 

She hears a man coughing. She runs to the sound. It’s Milo Lane. He’s badly wounded, covered in blood. Mearl, tearful, kneels down beside him.
                      MILO LANE

               Mearl… 

                      TEEN MEARL

               Shh, don’t talk. I’m going to get 
               you some help, okay? 

                      MILO LANE
               No. Don’t. It’s too late.
                      TEEN MEARL

               What? Milo-


                      MILO LANE

               Mearl. I expected this. When the gods 
               called me to watch you, I knew this 
               would happen. And I don’t regret it. 
               It was my duty to protect you until it 
               was time for you to fulfill your destiny. 
               That time is now, Mearl.
                      TEEN MEARL

               No! No, Milo, I’m not ready! Milo! 

                      MILO LANE

               Strength comes from the mind, Mearl.
               If you say you are weak, you will be
               weak. I’ve taught you everything you
               needed to know. The world is now in 
               your hands.     
                      TEEN MEARL

               No… I can’t… I can’t!

Milo Lane smiles. 

                      MILO LANE

               Mearl… I love you. Do not cloud
               your head with vengeance. Don’t let
               the dark consume you. 
Mearl sheds a tear.

                      TEEN MEARL

               I… I love you, too… 

Milo Lane dies. Mearl begins crying. She closes his eyes. She kisses his forehead. A man enters. 
                      TEXAS

               Cute. Say, they should really make
               a movie out of this, you know? “The 
               story of Mearl Smith, the tragic, 
               young soul of a demon”. I wouldn’t
               see it, but I’m sure someone out 
               there would. 
Mearl stops crying. She slowly gets up. She faces Texas. Texas chuckles. 

                      TEXAS 

               Remember me, cutie? 

Mearl shouts as she charges to Texas. Texas punches her in her face hard, knocking her on the ground. Mearl spits out blood. 
                      TEXAS

               C’mon, I hardly touched you!

Mearl struggles to get up. 
                      TEXAS

               Here. Let me help. 

Texas kicks Mearl, sending her flying across the room. She hits a wall. She falls down. Texas begins approaching her.

                      TEXAS

               What’s wrong? Can’t focus? Does
               daddy dying have your mind all 
               screwed up? 
Mearl struggles to get up. Texas kneels down in front of her. 

                      TEXAS

               I must say, I’m disappointed. I 
               expected more of a fight from such
               a powerful demon like yourself. 

                      TEEN MEARL

               What are you? What do you want?
               Texas?
Texas laughs.

                      TEXAS

               You know my name. Cute. I didn’t 
               think you’d still remember me. 
                      TEEN MEARL

               How could I forget the son of a 
               bitch who murdered my parents?
               Why did you do it, Texas? What
               did we do wrong? What did I do? 

Texas chuckles. He leans forward. Mearl’s on the verge of tears. 
                      TEXAS

               Let me tell you a little secret. 
               There isn’t a place in this world
               for people like you. People like 
               us. We’re monsters. Beasts. Did 
               you think you could roam around 
               here like a little girl? Like a
               person? A human? We have something
               they fear. Power. This man was 
               holding you back, keeping you from
               reaching your full potential. You
               don’t have to live like that 
               anymore. We’re creatures of the dark.
               We live in it. We breathe it. It’s 
               who we are.
Texas takes Mearl’s hand. 

                      TEXAS

               Join us. It’s what you are here 
               for.
                      TEEN MEARL

               Join you? Is that was this is? All
               this time, you waited? Why? 
                      TEXAS

               You were too young then, but your 
               powers should already have been 
               activated by now. 

Tears fall down Mearl’s eyes.

                      TEEN MEARL

               I could never join you. 
                      TEXAS

               Very well. Your loss. 

Texas gets up. He takes out a gun. 

                      TEXAS

               I really wish things could’ve been
               different, Mearl. But, if you’re 
               as strong as they say you are, we’ll
               meet again.
               (Cocks gun)
               So long. 
Texas shoots Mearl. She lays on the ground. The room begins to cave in. Texas hastily exits. 
EXT. MILO LANE’S HOUSE – DAY

Texas runs out of the house. He turns to watch to it. The house burns. It then collapses completely. Texas runs off. 
CUT TO:

ACT THREE: Scene I

· PRESENT –

INT. RENEWERS DINER – DAY
Mearl sits quietly at a table. Claude hands her a cup. She takes it. He sits down. He looks at her. 

                      CLAUDE

               Feeling better?

Mearl shakes her head. 

                      MEARL

               I can’t. 

                      CLAUDE

               Mearl-

                      MEARL

               You don’t know what he did to me. 

                      CLAUDE

               You’re right. I don’t. But what do
               you expect to do about it now?

Mearl doesn’t respond. She sits the cup on the table. She begins to head out. Claude gets up. 
                      CLAUDE

               Mearl!

Mearl doesn’t answer. She leaves. 

INT. MIKE’S BEDROOM – NIGHT

Mike is looking in the mirror. Alicia is behind him. Tommy sits on the bed. Mike’s wearing matching name brand shoes, jeans, shirt, and a hat. Alicia claps and giggles. 
                      ALICIA

               So… What do you think?

                      MIKE

               It’s… It’s hot. But it doesn’t really 
               look like me. 

                      ALICIA

               Mission accomplished!

Alicia walks to Mike. She straightens out his shirt.

                      ALICIA

               Perfect. 

She digs in her pockets. She takes out a mint. 

                      ALICIA

               Here. You’ll need this.

Mike takes it. Alicia turns him around to face Tommy. 

                      ALICIA

               Tommy, what do you think?

                      TOMMY

               I think it looks stupid. 

Alicia appears surprised. 

                      ALICIA

               Well, thankfully, your opinion
               doesn’t matter. 

                      TOMMY

               So, why’d you ask?

                      ALICIA

               Anyway. 

Alicia turns to face Mike. She smiles at him. 

                      ALICIA

               You look like great. 

                      MIKE

               Thanks. Do you think Cassie like 
               this? I mean, it’s a bit much.

                      ALICIA

               It’s just fine. That’s just your 
               lack of confidence talking. The 
               biggest turn on for a girl is 
               personality. Looks can only take
               you so far, Mike. 
                      TOMMY

               Looks like you’re screwed. 

                      MIKE

               S-Shut up! Just stop talking!

Tommy chuckles deviously. Alicia turns Mike to her. She smiles. 

                      ALICIA

               Go. She’s waiting. 

Mike smiles. He nods. He begins to leave. 

                      ALICIA

               Good luck! 
                      TOMMY

               Yeah, you’ll need it. 
Mike runs back to Tommy. He punches him in his shoulder.

EXT. RENEWER’S HEADQUARTERS – NIGHT

Cassidy is sitting on the bench. Mike leaves the headquarters. She sees him. She gets up. She walks to him. She smiles. She appears pleasantly surprised. 
                      CASSIDY

               Wow. You look great. 

                      MIKE

               Yeah. So do you. 

                      CASSIDY

               Don’t I always? 

Mike chuckles. Cassidy observes Mike. She takes off his hat. She smiles. 

                      CASSIDY

               Better. So, shall we? 
Mike smiles. 

                      MIKE

               Yeah. Let’s go.

Cassidy laughs. 

                      CASSIDY

               Oooh, attitude. I like that. 

Mike wraps his arms around Cassidy. The two begin leaving. 

CUT TO:

ACT THREE: Scene J

INT. RENEWERS BASEMENT – NIGHT

Mearl throws two large pieces of wood on the floor. She’s carrying a box filled with sharp blades. She sits it down. She then takes out a hammer. She smiles. 
                      MEARL

               Let’s get to work. 

· FLASHBACK – 

INT. TAVERN BEDROOM – DAY
Mearl, now 21, enters. She’s carrying two small blades, the “Double Scythe”. These weapons consist of a medium sized piece of wood with a blade on each side. 
Mearl hangs these up on the wall. She smiles at them. She’s still wearing her sapphire necklace. The door opens. She turns to it. A middle-aged man enters. Mearl laughs. 
                      BOBBY

               Mearl Sapphire. Everyone’s talkin’
               about that Billy Riley kill. 

                      MEARL

               Oh yeah?
                      BOBBY

               Hell yeah! With the whole “lynched
               by intestine”… That’s goin’ straight
               to the history books. 
Mearl giggles. 

                      MEARL

               Cool.

Mearl turns back to the wall. She looks at her weapons. Bobby walks beside her. 

                      BOBBY

               Look at those babies. What are 
               they?

                      MEARL 

               Double Scythes. I made them myself.
                      (More)
                                                (CONTINUED)

CONTINUED:

                      MEARL (CONT’D) 
               I mean, they’re more like two edged 
               sickles, but scythe just sounds
               better. It sounds badass. 
                      BOBBY

               Sounds badass? Mearl, you are badass.
               You’ve been kickin’ ass since 
               seventeen. Most kids that age worry 
               about school, and prom, but you, you
               were worried about someone stealin’ 
               your next kill. Who would ever have
               thought a street girl like you, with 
               no family, no friends, no place to 
               live, would make even the toughest 
               guys seem like chumps. You’re in a 
               league of your own, Sapphire, and if 
               you manage to take down Texas, you’ll 
               be unstoppable. Hell, you’re already 
               unstoppable.
Mearl smiles. The door opens again. A freckled-face teen male enters.    

                      JIMMY

               Uh… Mr. Bobby?

Mearl and Bobby turn to face Jimmy. 

                      BOBBY

               What is it, Jimmy?

                      JIMMY

               Uh… A lady named Janlee Arnold’s
               here. She wants to see Mearl. 

Everyone looks at Mearl. She smiles cockily. 
INT. TAVERN – NIGHT

The place is filled with fat, drunk men. They’re gathered around a beautiful blonde in tight, sexy clothing, JANLEE ARNOLD. Janlee playfully flirts with them. Jimmy runs downstairs. Everyone faces him. 

                      JIMMY

               It’s Mearl! She’s here. 
He runs to the bar. Janlee smiles. Mearl and Bobby enter. 
                      JANLEE

               Gentlemen? 

                      MEARL

               Bobby?

The men move out of Janlee’s way. Bobby nods. He walks away. Janlee approaches Mearl. Everyone watches them. 

                      MEARL 
               So, are you the bitch that sent for
               me? 
Janlee bursts into laughter. 

                      JANLEE

               Vulgar girl. Didn’t your mother ever
               teach you good manners? 
                      MEARL

               Not really. 

                      JANLEE

               Surely you know what this is about,
               or, do I need to explain it to you?

                      MEARL

               Enlighten me. 
                      JANLEE

               A lot of hype surrounds you, Mearl 
               Sapphire. What you did to Billy 
               Riley won’t soon be forgotten. 
Mearl yawns.

                      JANLEE 

               I’m going to cut to the chase. 
               There are only three of us left.
               Texas, me, and you. The winner 
               gets fifty million and I intend 
               to take that money. All of it. 
                      MEARL

               This isn’t about the money. 
                      JANLEE

               Oh? So, what is it then? Revenge? 
               A personal vendetta? 
                      MEARL

               None of your damn business? 

                      JANLEE

               Feisty. 

Janlee takes out her long, spiky whip. Mearl takes out her double scythe. Everyone begins backing away. Jimmy takes out his digital camera. 
                      JANLEE

               Let’s get started.

                      MEARL

               Finally. 

Mearl swings her weapons. She charges at Janlee. Janlee jumps in the air. She strikes Mearl with her whip. The spikes attach themselves to Mearl’s back. 

Mearl shouts in pain. She falls to the floor. Janlee lands. She pulls her whip, detaching it from Mearl. Everyone cringes. Mearl tries to keep herself together. Janlee laughs. 

                      JANLEE  
               What’s wrong? Want to cry? Perhaps
               you’ve entered the wrong occupation,
               Sapphire.
                      MEARL

               Screw you. 

Mearl gets up. She appears pained. Her eyes flash. Her wings emerge. Everyone backs away, frightened. Everyone’s in shock. 

                      BOBBY

               Holy sh--

                      JANLEE

               You’re a monster. 

                      MEARL

               Well, we all have defining traits.
               You’re a whore, and I’m a monster. 

Janlee shouts as she attempts to charge into Mearl. Mearl steps to the side, dodging Janlee. Janlee turns around. 

Janlee attempts to strike Mearl with her whip. Mearl throws one of her double-edged sickles at her hand. The sickle slices through it completely. Janlee’s hand, and her whip, falls to the ground. 

Everyone gasps in shock. Jimmy, looking through his digital camera, laughs. 

                      JIMMY

               Cool!
Janlee holds her handless arm. It’s bleeding. She glares at Mearl, who appears unremorseful. 
                      JANLEE

               You BITCH!

Janlee shouts. She begins charging at Mearl. Mearl swings her other sickle at Janlee’s head. It slices it off. Everyone gasps in again. Jimmy’s camera cuts off. He begins hitting it. 
                      JIMMY

               Damn it! 

Janlee’s head falls to the ground. Her body follows. Everyone’s quiet. They stare at Mearl. 

A piece of paper can be seen in Janlee’s coat. Mearl observes it. She walks to Janlee’s body. She kneels down beside it. She takes out the paper. She opens it. It says:

“JANLEE, I’ll be in Miranda tomorrow morning. I’ll meet you there, love. Remember… I’m dead. – TEXAS”. 
Mearl glares at the note. She crumbles it. She gets up. She looks around. 
                      MEARL

               Anyone know where Miranda is? 

· PRESENT – 

INT. RENEWERS BASEMENT – NIGHT

Mearl throws the hammer on the ground. She’s sweating. She gets up. She raises her weapon, her new Double Scythe. She smiles. 

                      MEARL

               Showtime. 

(FADE OUT)

END OF ACT THREE:

CUT TO:

ACT FOUR: Scene K

(Fade In)

EXT. - OUTDOOR DINER – NIGHT

Mike and Cassidy are sitting at a table. Mike is eating a plate full of food. He appears nervous. Cassidy is talking. 

                      CASSIDY

               I was really smart in school. 
               Genius. I had this one teacher, 
               Mrs. Locke – Oh. My. God. What a
               bitch. She was a mean spirited hag
               who had a habit of wearing clothes
               that showcased her nasty, 
               overlapping stomach. 
                      MIKE

               Really?

                      CASSIDY

               Yeah. It was so gross. Vomit 
               inducing. She thought she was so 
               hot, but she was so not.

                      MIKE

               Yeah, that’s usually the case.

Cassidy observes Mike. He doesn’t appear to notice her.

                      CASSIDY

               Mike, are you okay? 
Mike coughs. He looks at Cassidy. 

                      MIKE

               What?

Cassidy smiles. 
                      CASSIDY

               How often have you dated? 

Mike begins to look a bit embarrassed. 

                      MIKE  

               Once. Well, not once, just with one 
               person. Katherine. 
                      CASSIDY

               Katherine? 

                      MIKE

               Yeah, an old girlfriend. We used to
               do stuff all the time. 

                      CASSIDY

               Oh. So, what happened? 

                      MIKE

               She dumped me. 

                      CASSIDY

               Ooh… 

                      MIKE

               Yeah. It kinda hurt the ego. 

Cassidy chuckles. 

                      CASSIDY

               Well, I’ve been with lots of guys.

Mike looks at Cassidy shockingly. 

                      CASSIDY

               And that came out completely wrong.
               Anyway, Mike, what I’m trying to
               say, is that you don’t have to be so
               nervous around me. I’m good girl. A
               fun girl. I won’t make fun of your 
               lack of experience. 
                      MIKE

               Lack of experience? I’m very 
               experienced. Full of it. 
                      CASSIDY

               …And we’re clearly not talking about
               the same thing--


                      MIKE

               -OH! You’re talking about dating… 
               Right.

Cassidy’s quiet. She begins laughing. Mike looks away in slight shame. 

                      MIKE

               Sorry. I’m embarrassing myself. 

                      CASSIDY

               No. I think you’re funny. You make
               me laugh. 
                      MIKE

               Yeah, at my expense. 

                      CASSIDY

               So? I’m having fun. Isn’t that what
               matters? 
CUT TO:

ACT FOUR: Scene L

EXT. MATRON CITY – NIGHT
Mearl hastily walks down the street. Her face is filled with determination. She’s carrying a bag. 
She bumps into Lance. He turns around, angry. Mearl doesn’t appear to notice him.
                      LANCE

               Hey, watch it! It isn’t safe to 
               bump into people, you know? I 
               don’t know where you’ve been!
Mearl ignores Lance. He watches her closely. His eyes widen in shock. 

                      LANCE

               Oh my God! You’re…

Mearl stops walking. She slowly turns to face him. She glares at him. Lance gulps. He begins backing away. 

                      LANCE

               Whoops, wrong person. Sorry.

He laughs nervously. Mearl walks down the street, ignoring him. Lance hastily flees.  

· FLASHBACK – 
EXT. MIRANDA WAREHOUSE – DAY
Mearl walks to the abandoned warehouse. She takes out her double-scythe. She goes inside.

INT. LOBBY – DAY

Mearl enters. The room is dark. She moves cautiously. 
                      MEARL

               Ooh, Texas? Where are you, big guy?

Texas enters. He appears angered.
                      MEARL

               Aw, what’s wrong? Expecting someone
               else? That slut, Janlee, for an 
               example? Yeah, she’s a bit 
               preoccupied right now, with not the
               having a head and everything. She’d
               come if she could, I’m sure.
Texas becomes furious. 

                      MEARL 

               Don’t be sad. You’ll be seeing her
               soon. In hell. 

Texas runs off. Mearl follows him. 

INT. WAREHOUSE HALLWAY 

Texas speeds down the hall. Mearl follows him.

                      MEARL

               Hey! Get back here!

Texas picks up his pace. Mearl’s eyes flash. Her wings appear. Her speed picks up.

INT. STAIRCASE 

Texas busts through the doors. He jets downstairs. Mearl follows him. She chases after him. Texas turns and fires a flaming blast at Mearl. 
Mearl’s hit and thrown against a wall. Texas resumes running. Mearl holds her stomach in slight pain. Texas’s nearly out of sight.
INT. SECRET ROOM 

The room is completely dark. Someone enters. The lights cut on. This person is Mearl. She cautiously looks around, observing the room. 

The room is very small. There are two small pedestals. One by the front wall, and one on the right side. 
A glass cube sits on the top of the front pedestal. The Paradox Stone sits on the left pedestal. Mearl walks to the front pedestal. A dark, energy sphere appears, a shadow. Mearl steps back. 

                      SHADOW

               Mearl Sapphire. I’ve been expecting
               you. 

                      MEARL

               Who are you?

                      SHADOW

               I am the Shadow. I see all, I hear
               all. I am the eyes. The seer. 
                      MEARL

               That doesn’t really answer my 
               question.

                      SHADOW
               The Millennium prophecy draws near.
               In two hundred years, the five 
               gods will reawaken, to change the 
               world into their liking. Like me, 
               you were born to stop them, Mearl. 
               A powerful demon rests inside you.
               I can feel it. You can feel it. So,
               Sapphire, join me. Become one with
               the demons. 

                      MEARL 

               Why? Why should I care about any of
               this? 

                      SHADOW

               If the Millennium Circle reunite, 
               they’ll put an end to all demons.
               You. We rule this world, Mearl. 
               We can’t let them take it.
                      MEARL 

               Okay, I get it. This was your doing.
               Texas was just a pawn. You’re trying 
               to build you own army; to counter 
               whoever the hell it is you’re talking 
               about. Tell me, “Shadow”, why did you 
               have to murder my parents? 
                      TEXAS

               Your powers thrive on negative energy.

Mearl turns around. Texas enters. 

                      TEXAS

               Anger, pain, sorrow. Vengeance. It’s
               fuel. The more you feel it, the  
               stronger you get. 
                      SHADOW

               You have so much to gain by joining
               us, Sapphire. Youth. Beauty. 
               Immortality. Power. You’d be a fool 
               to decline. 
                      MEARL

               Well then, I guess I’ll just be a 
               fool. 
Mearl strikes the glass tube, shattering it. The shadow screams as it disappears into nothingness. Mearl turns to Texas. She swings her sickles. 

                      MEARL

               You’re next. 

Texas takes out his sword. It turns into flames. He smiles cockily. 

                      TEXAS

               Come on.
Mearl runs to Texas. She swings a sickle. Texas blocks with his sword. Mearl attempts to strike with her other sickle. Texas blocks that as well. He appears too fast for Mearl. 

                      TEXAS

               A bit slow, Sapphire. 

                      MEARL

               Go to hell. 
                      TEXAS

               Oh, I’m going, and I’m taking you 
               with me. 
Texas kicks Mearl. He then strikes her with his sword. Mearl moans in pain. He attempts to strike her again. She dodges. Mearl counterattacks by slashing Texas with both of her sickles. He kneels down. 
                      TEXAS

               Now we’re talking. 
Texas gets up. He runs to Mearl and slashes her. And again. And again. He then shoots a giant flare at her. Mearl’s thrown against a wall. She slides to the ground. Texas walks to her.

                      TEXAS 

               Are you holding back, Sapphire?
               I’m disappointed. 
Mearl’s eyes darken. They become black. 

                      MEARL

               You haven’t seen anything, yet. 
Mearl’s gets up. Her wounds disappear. She begins approaching Texas. Texas steps back. Texas fires a series of flares at her. Mearl simply walks through them. 
Mearl approaches Texas. She grabs his neck. She squeezes it.  

                      TEXAS

               So, this is Mearl Sapphire.
Mearl throws Texas against a wall. She throws a sickle at his stomach, pinning him to the wall. She throws another at his neck. A flame barrier appears around him. The sickle bounces off. The barrier disappears. 
Texas takes the sickle out of his body. He falls to the ground. He’s bleeding heavily. Mearl walks to him. She glares at him.

                      TEXAS

               Go on. Kill me. Isn’t that what you
               want? 

Mearl picks up both of her sickles. Texas gulps. 

                      TEXAS

               Spoke too soon.

Mearl attempts to slice Texas’s head off. The Paradox Stone suddenly begins glowing brightly. Light emerges from it as the entire room becomes consumed with electricity. 

                      TEXAS

               Your energy. The darkness must
               have activated it. It wants your 
               power.
Texas slowly reaches for his sword. He grabs it. He then slabs Mearl with it. Mearl gasps in pain. Texas gets up. He looks at Mearl’s sapphire necklace. He touches it.

                      TEXAS

               So… This is why they call you 
               Sapphire. 
Texas rips the necklace off of Mearl’s neck. 
                      TEXAS

               So long… Sapphire.  

Texas kicks Mearl, pushing her to the Paradox Stone. Mearl screams as she becomes electrocuted. She becomes surrounded in light. The Paradox Stone absorbs her completely. The energy and light disappear. 
Everything becomes calm. The Paradox Stone shines. Texas walks to it. He looks at it. 
· PRESENT –

CUT TO:

ACT FOUR: Scene M

INT. SOUTHERN HOSPITAL – NIGHT

Texas kneels down to hug a young child. A woman and a teen girl stand behind him. 
                      JUAN

               Bye, dad!

                      TEXAS

               See you later, big guy.

The woman, JULIA, walks to Juan. 

                      JULIA

               Wait in the car for mommy, okay?

                      JUAN

               Okay!

Juan and the teen girl leave. Julia walks to Texas. 

                      JULIA

               So, when do you expect to be home?

                      TEXAS

               I’m not sure, exactly, but…

                      JULIA 

               …You can’t come. I get it. 

                      TEXAS

               I’m sorry. Look, Julia, I know today
               meant a lot to you, but I’m going to
               make up for it. I’m going to give 
               you the best birthday ever. I promise.
Texas kisses Julia. She smiles.

                      JULIA

               Deal.

She leaves. 
EXT. PARKING LOT – NIGHT

Texas walks to his car. He opens his trunk. He begins taking out several bags. A shadow moves past him. He turns around. He sees nothing. He resumes to unloading his trunk.

                      MEARL 

               Hello, Texas.
Texas’s eyes widen in shock. Mearl approaches him. She’s carrying her double-scythe.
                      MEARL

               Or, is it Howard? I’m not sure.

                      TEXAS

               Mearl. I know you can never forgive
               me for what I did to you, but the 
               person I was then and the person I
               am now are two completely different 
               people. 

                      MEARL

               Both look the same to me. 

Mearl grabs Texas’s neck. She slams him on the ground. His wallet drops. Mearl picks it up. She opens it. Inside, is a picture of Texas, Juan, Julia, and their daughter. 
                      MEARL

               What is this? 

                      TEXAS

               My family. 

Mearl smiles deviously.

                      MEARL
               I’d be a bitch if I killed them, 
               wouldn’t I?

                      TEXAS

               No.
                      CLAUDE

               Yes-  

Claude enters. He approaches them. 

                      CLAUDE

               You would.

Mearl gets up.

                      MEARL

               You followed me.
                      CLAUDE

               Of course. This man is my client
               so it’s my job to protect him at  
               all costs. 

                      MEARL

               This man is evil!

                      CLAUDE 

               Not anymore. What he did was wrong,
               there is no denying that, but if 
               you kill him now, you will be no 
               different. This man is human, Mearl.
Mearl begins to tear up. 

                      MEARL

               So, am I supposed to forget? Just
               let it all go? I can’t, Claude. I
               won’t. 

                      CLAUDE

               Mearl!

Mearl stabs Texas with both sickles. Texas shouts in pain. Mearl digs the blades deeper inside him. Claude takes out his katana. He stabs Mearl. Mearl gasps. She lays on the ground, unconscious. 
CUT TO:

ACT FOUR: Scene N
INT. RECOVERY ROOM – NIGHT

Mearl is resting on the recovery bed. She awakens. She sits up. She feels her wound. It’s gone. There’s a knock on the doorway. She faces it. 

It’s Texas. Bandages are wrapped around his stomach. He enters. Mearl looks away. He sits next to her.

                      TEXAS

               Hey.  
Mearl doesn’t respond.

                      TEXAS 

               Look, I don’t blame for what you
               did. I probably would’ve done the
               same. 
Mearl’s silent. 

                      TEXAS

               The deal, with Shadow, was that I
               could keep my immortality as long 
               as you weren’t a threat. Recently, 
               I felt a wave of dark energy. I 
               knew you had broken out somehow. 
               And, to be honest, I’m glad you did. 
               The last thing I want is to outlive 
               my children, and my wife.  

                      MEARL

               Are you done?     
                      TEXAS

               No.

Texas digs in his pocket. He takes out Mearl’s sapphire necklace. 

                      TEXAS

               Here. Take it. 

Mearl appears shocked. She takes it. 
                      MEARL

               …Thank you.    
                      TEXAS

               No. Thank you.  
EXT. RENEWER’S HEADQUARTERS – NIGHT

Cassidy and Mike return. Cassidy smiles at him.

                      CASSIDY

               I had a great time tonight, Mike.

                      MIKE

               Yeah. I did too. 
Cassidy kisses Mike cheek. 

                      CASSIDY

               See you around. 
Mike remains calm. He nods. Cassidy leaves. He then smiles in excitement. 

                      MIKE

               Yes! 
Tommy walks to Mike. 

                      TOMMY

               Loser.   
EXT. CLAIRE’S BEDROOM – NIGHT

Mearl’s clothes are laid on the floor. Claire’s wearing her usual preppy style of clothing. 

She’s looking in her mirror, straightening out her clothes. She stops. She sighs. She opens a drawer. She takes out the Extract. She observes it.

                      MEARL

               Use it, Claire.

Claire looks at the mirror. Mearl’s reflection appears.

                      MEARL

               If you want to use it, go ahead.
               I’m tired of waiting. 
Claire closes the drawer. She gets up. She opens the bottle of Extract. Mearl looks away. Claire smiles. She dumps it on the floor. 
Mearl appears surprised. Claire walks to the mirror. She smiles. She leans forward.
                      CLAIRE

               Done.
Mearl smiles.

                      MEARL

               Thank you.

There’s a knock on the door. 
                      CLAUDE’S VOICE

               Claire?

                      CLAIRE

               Claude?

Claude turns to the mirror. She smiles. Mearl appears confused. 

                      MEARL 

               What? 

INT. HALLWAY TO BEDROOMS 

Claude waits by the door. Mearl exits Claire’s bedroom. She’s wearing her sapphire necklace.
                      MEARL 

               Claude?

                      CLAUDE 

               Oh, Mearl. Just the person I wanted
               to see.
                      MEARL

               Look, if this is about you stabbing 
               me, it’s okay. I probably deserved 
               it. I guess next time I should 
               actually listen to you. 
Claude smiles.

                      CLAUDE

               It’s alright. Still, I need to 
               apologize. I could’ve-


                      MEARL

               Claude, I’ve been burnt, stabbed,
               and had an entire house collapse 
               on me. Your little pinch hardly
               did anything.

Mearl smiles playfully.
                      MEARL

               I’m hungry. Wanna go out? 

Claude appears taken by surprise. 
                      CLAUDE

               Mearl, are you sure you’re okay?

                      MEARL

               Positive. This is a new start for
               me. It’s time I finally do some 
               good in my life. So, let’s go, 
               shall we?

Claude smiles. He and Mearl wrap their arms around each other. They begin leaving. 

                      MEARL

               Oh… And ignore the clothes. 

                      CLAUDE

               Why? I think it looks cute.
                      MEARL

               Shut up. 

(FADE OUT)

END OF SHOW:
