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FADE IN.

PANNING shot of a LARGE BUILDING as a BOOMING, LOUD voice is heard.

                                BOOMING VOICE (O.S.)

                     For your actions in the recent Great War,                                   

                     you are to be commended.

SUPER: The year 2983. Earth.

INT. TEROSIAN HEADQUARTERS - DAY

A meeting hall. Large and open. Several Terosian imperial officers stand before a group of THREE MEN. 

RAUZ(29), DEX(31) and ZORM(25) stand in military uniforms.

The BOOMING VOICE belongs to EMPEROR KAIN. 

                                EMPEROR KAIN

                     Your efforts will not go unrewarded. Due 

                     to your contributions to the Terosian race,            

                     and your help in enslaving the human race, 

                     you three will be stationed in our newest 

                     colony...XR52. 

A beat.

                                EMPEROR KAIN

                     Give yourselves a pat on the back.

The crowd of Terosians erupt into applause for the soldiers. They share smiles with each other.

INT. TEROSIAN HEADQUARTERS, HALLWAY - DAY

Rauz, Dex and Kaz walk down this long hallway. Several other Terosians pass them, giving them waves and smiles. 

                                RAUZ 

                     Wow. XR52. It's supposed to be a state of 

                     the art colony on Mars. 

                                DEX

                     I don't get it. We make first contact with 

                     humans, make them our slaves, and what do we 

                     get? Put on aspace station on Mars. Big deal.

                                ZORM

                     You better not let the Emperor hear you 

                     talking like that.

INT. TEROSIAN HEADQUARTERS, SLAVE ROOM -- CONTINUOUS

Rauz, Dex and ZORM enter as human beings are being tortured, or forced to work. One or the other. 

ADMIRAL BARTUM walks up to them, his cronie soldiers behind him.

                                RAUZ

                     Admiral Bartum. How are you?

                                ADMIRAL BARTUM

                     Very well, Rauz. I hear the Emperor has given 

                     you the XR52 colony.

                                DEX

                     But the XR52 colony is a little...

A beat.

                                DEX 

                     ...strange, isn't it?

                                ADMIRAL BARTUM

                     Strange how?

                                KAUZ

                     Dex thinks that putting us on a colony is 

                     taking away what we did in the war.

Admiral Bartum grins.

                                ADMIRAL BARTUM

                     Putting you on this colony is only temporary. 

                     The Emperor feels your protection of him will 

                     not be needed now that the humans belong to 

                     us.

A beat.

                                ADMIRAL BARTUM

                     You'll be accompanied to the station by our

                     best starships.

                                DEX

                     I don't need anyone to accompany me. I can do

                     just fine on my own.

                                ADMIRAL BARTUM

                     Well, Dex, if you feel this strongly about it,

                     then why don't you take your complaints to the

                     Emperor?

A long beat.

Bartum walks up and looks Dex sternly in the face.

                                ADMIRAL BARTUM

                     I don't have any problems with you. You're

                     a fine soldier, Dex. But I have a feeling

                     that all of this praise is going to your

                     head. Before you think, check you ego at

                     the door, my friend.

Bartum turns and walks off. His men follow him.

INT. ZORM'S QUARTERS - DAY

As Zorm packs his things, Kauz enters.

                                KAUZ

                     You ready? We're leaving for XR52 in an

                     hour.

                                ZORM

                     Ready to go.

A beat.

                                ZORM

                     I can't wait to get to the colony. 

Kauz nods.

                                KAUZ

                     I'm worried about Dex. He seems so upset about

                     this.

                                ZORM

                     I don't know why. We're being given the honor

                     of protecting the Terosian Empire's newest

                     colony.

                                KAUZ

                     It could also be jealousy.

                                ZORM             

                     Jealousy?

                                KAUZ

                     Well, he's wanted to run this Empire since he

                     joined the Terosian Army. I fear he may try

                     something drastic.

                                ZORM

                     Nah. Dex may act that way, but he'd never do

                     anything to hurt the Empire.

                                KAUZ

                     It's not him hurting the Empire I'm worried

                     about. I'm stil not sure--

EXT. OUTSIDE OF ZORM'S QUARTERS -- CONTINUOUS

Dex stands outside, listening to them.

                                KAUZ (O.S., CONT'D)

                     --what he may do, but watch him carefully.

Dex scowls and walks off.

INT. ARMORY -- CONTINUOUS

Dex enters the armory. He walks forward and approaches a gun rack.

INT. SHUTTLE BAY - DAY

Kauz and Zorm stand in the shuttle bay. Emperor Kain is with them.

                                EMPEROR KAIN

                     The Terosian Empire grows stronger with our

                     colonies. You'll only be there for a few days

                     at the least.

                                KAUZ

                     Thank you, sir.

Kauz extends his hand and shakes the Emperor's hand.

                                EMPEROR KAIN

                     Where is Dex?

                                KAUZ

                     I'm not sure. He should be here soon.

BANG!!!

A bullet pierces through the Emperor's head. He drops to his knees, his hand still clasped in Kauz's hand. 

Kauz rips his hand away and looks up, seeing Dex on a balcony with a sniper rifle. 

                                KAUZ

                     Dex!! What the hell are you doing?

Dex takes aim at Kauz. Zorm grabs Kauz as Dex fires, barely missing his target. They both rise and take off behind their shuttle. 

Soldiers spill out from the shuttle that was to accompany Kauz, Zorm and Dex. Admiral Bartum rushes behind to Kauz and Zorm.

                                KAUZ

                     We've got a problem. 

                                ADMIRAL BARTUM

                     I can see that. 

                                KAUZ

                     I should have seen this coming. He's trying to                                                                                                         

                     overthrow the Emperor.

                                ZORM

                     What are we waiting for?

                                ADMIRAL BARTUM

                     You two help the soldiers. He's dead as far as

                     I'm concerned.

They nod and take off. The soldiers are all armed and prepared, advancing towards Dex's position. He hides behind a large pillar.

Kauz and Zorm walk up to the leading soldier, COMMANDER SHAR.

                                KAUZ

                     Commander Shar.

Shar turns, seeing them.

                                COMMANDER SHAR

                     Kauz. What the hell is going on here?

                                KAUZ

                     I'll try to explain later. Cover us.

Shar nods and turns to his soldiers.

                                COMMANDER SHAR

                     Cover Kauz and Zorm. 

They raise their weapons to the ready.

INT. SHUTTLE BAY, BALCONY -- CONTINUOUS

Dex hides behind his pillar. 

                                KAUZ (O.S.)

                     Dex!

Dex looks up instinctively and aims his weapon. Kauz and Zorm walk towards Dex, guns drawn.

                                KAUZ

                     Listen, Dex, just put the gun down. It's not

                     too late to turn yourself in. If you stop now,

                     you can still get a trial.

Without any warning, Dex turns and fires his weapon at Zorm, killing him. 

INT. SHUTTLE BAY, FIRST FLOOR -- CONTINOUS

The soldiers tense up at the sound of gunfire.

INT. SHUTTLE BAY, BALCONY -- CONTINUOUS

Kauz dives to the side and hides behind another pillar. He peers out, seeing nothing. Kauz steps out slowly and advances forward.

He comes around the several pillars until Dex leaps forward and tackles him. They roll across the floor. 

Dex knees him in the gut and begins choking him.

                                DEX

                     The Terosian Empire will be mine!!!

After what seems like an eternity, gunshots ring out and bullets rip through Dex's body. Blood drips from his mouth as he falls to the ground.


Kauz throws him off and rises, seeing Commander Shar.

                                KAUZ

                     I owe you one.

Shar smiles.

INT. ADMIRAL BARTUM'S QUARTERS - NIGHT

Admiral Bartum and Kauz stand. They look out the window as they speak.

                                ADMIRAL BARTUM

                     I am deeply sorry for the loss of Zorm. He

                     truly was a great soldier. Loyal to the Empire

                     until the end. 

Kauz nods.

                                KAUZ

                     I still can't believe that Dex killed Emperor

                     Kain. Now we are without a leader.

                                ADMIRAL BARTUM

                     On the contrary, Kauz. We do have a leader.

Kauz becomes curious.

                                KAUZ

                     Who?

Bartum extends his hand, a grin on his face.

                                ADMIRAL BARTUM

                     I look forward to serving you...

A beat.

                                ADMIRAL BARTUM (CONT'D)

                     ...Emperor Kauz.

Kauz is in disbelief.

                                KAUZ

                     But how is that possible?

                                ADMIRAL BARTUM

                     The former Emperor's most trusted man takes

                     his place. That's how it works.

After a short moment of silence, Kauz shakes his hand. 

FADE OUT.

THE END

