
Devastation
Fade In: Residential home, Evening.

Scene 1

(FS) A teenage girl, Jessi Carson, lies on her bed, doing her homework when her brother knocks at the half-open bedroom door.

(MS) Zachary: Hey Jessica, you got a minute?

Jessi (glares, then sarcastically): My name’s not Jessica. But oh sure, I've got all the time you need, I'm only doing this assignment that if I don't get done I fail and if I fail the assignment, I fail the class and if I fail the class I fail the year and if I fail the year.... (Zach raises his eyebrow) Never mind, what was your question?
Zachary (turning back): Uh... I’ll come back later.

Jessi: No, it’s fine. What do you need?

Zachary: Well, I wanted you to know that I have made my decision.

Jessi (sitting up): What decision?

Zachary: I’m leaving for the army in Florida this summer, remember?

Jessi (disappointed): Oh...great. 

Zachary: Are you not proud of me?

Jessi (getting off of bed): I am. I just don’t think you should go. 

Zachary: Jessi, why? I’ll never get to where I want to be in life if I don’t go out there!

Jessi (getting upset): Well maybe you should just go then Zach if it’s so important to you! ‘Cause apparently you just want to make a fool of yourself!

Zachary (shouting): What the hell’s that supposed to mean?!

Jessi (calming down): It means.... It means I don’t want to lose you.

Zachary: You’re not going to lose me.

Jessi (building up anger): You’re going to the army, based in Florida, Zach! Clear across the country! I don’t want to risk it okay?! I already lost Mom. (quieting down, turning back)

Zachary: That’s.... That’s a different story, Jess.

Jessi (looking back at Zach): I don’t care! (breaking down)

Zachary (getting upset, turning to leave): Ugh, I can’t talk to you when you’re like this!

Jessi (getting in Zach’s face): Then leave the room!

Zachary (walking out): Fine!

Jessi (slamming door): Ugh, Dad!

(Zach walks out into the kitchen where Sean is, and sits down grabbing a magazine)

Sean:  What was that all about?

Zachary (head in magazine): I don’t know....

Scene 2

(FS)  Suburban area. Evening, grocery store parking lot

(Zachary and his friend Taylor are walking up to the store entrance, when all of a sudden an armed burglar runs out.  The burglar stops in the parking lot, noticing the cops arriving and jumping out of their cars. The burglar grabs Zachary and holds a gun to him.)

Officer: Put the gun down!

Burglar: Shoot and the boy dies!

(Suddenly a cop on the side cocks his gun and the burglar shoots at him, causing the other cops to shoot at the burglar. In reaction, the burglar shoots Zachary, drops him to the ground and runs off. As the burglar disappears, two cops start running in the same direction.)

Officer Cross: Come on men. He’s too far ahead! You’re not going to catch him! 

Officer Fuller: (catching breath, approaching Cross) Yes Ma’am. (Officer Penn jabs Fuller in the side) 

Officer Fuller: Ugh! Captain.

(Officer Cross rolls her eyes at the newly recruited Officer Fuller and then runs over to where Zachary is lying on the ground, breathing heavily, and Taylor hovering over him, and talking to him) 

Officer Cross: Oh, no. Zach. (kneels down) Get the medics down here! (dials number on cell) Chief! We have a situation down here at the Smiths. (pause) It’s your son. (Cross puts hand over her mouth in deep emotion)

(Scene changed to the Carson home, same time)

(Sean is grabbing a jacket, getting ready to leave. Jessi on couch writing in journal)

Jessi: (sits up, turns toward Sean) Where you going? 

Sean: You better come with me, get your shoes on. 

Jessi: Dad. What’s wrong? 

Sean: It’s your brother. (Jessi’s expression goes from content to worried)

(About 10 minutes later, Sean and Jessi arrive to the scene and Sean gets out of the car and runs over to Zachary as Jessi gets out of the car still confused and worried. She then, herself runs over to Zachary.)

Jessi: (running towards Zachary) Zach! Zach! (kneels down next to her brother) Oh my God. Zach. (break out in tears, apologizing for the previous fight.) 

Zachary (breathing faintly):  Jess, it’s not your fault. I may not be around anymore, but don’t give up like I did okay? Don’t give up...

(Jessi starts crying and hugs Zachary, grieving over him.)

Scene 3 (Dream Sequence)

(A flash of light goes off. Then fade-in to the news on a TV.)

Tori Poole: Hello. This is Reporter Tori Poole live from 30th and East Main. It is apparent that a murder occurred here in this lot. As you can see, the ambulance has arrived and is lifting the body and taking him away. I received word that the man went by the name of Charlie Stevens. Stevens was also accused of being the murderer of a teenage boy Zachary Carson, after having an illegal disagreement just a few days ago. Zachary Carson was also the son of Chief Officer Carson. Back to you Jim. 

(Fade-out. CS. Jessi wakes up from a dream and opens her eyes rapidly)

Scene 4
(A week after Zach’s death, we find Jessi walking the halls of her school during hours)

Kaori (walking towards Jessi): Hey. I thought you weren’t supposed to be back for another few weeks. (hugs Jessi) 

Jessi: I’m not staying. I’m just here to get a book out of my locker. 

Kaori: Oh, okay. Well are you doing any better? 

Jessi: Not really. A little, I guess. I’ve been a wreck this whole week.

Kaori: Well of course. You were really close to Zach and he was a great kid, and – 

(Jessi gives Kaori a look to stop talking and tilts her head)

Kaori: Okay, I’ll shut up. But I am here for you Jess. 

Jessi: I know. Well I gotta go. My dad’s waiting outside. 

Kaori: Okay. See ya later.

Jessi (walking down hall): Later!

(As Jessi walks down the hall, she starts hallucinating and she turns her head to the left to see Charlie standing there staring at her. Jessi has a shocked look on her face and holds her head in effect to seeing something that’s not there.)

Carter: Jessi! (comes closer to Jessi) Are you okay? 

Jessi (coming back to reality, looking to her right): Oh, Carter. Hi. Sorry I was seeing things.

Carter: Don’t worry about it. I know what you’re going through. I went through the same thing a few years ago. So I’m here for you. *smiles at Jessi*

Jessi: Thanks Carter. Well I got to go. I’ll see you later.

Carter: Okay, later.

(Jessi takes off down hall)

Scene 5

Fade In. MS. Evening, Carson home – kitchen.

Jessi (walking to a drawer): Hey Dad, do we have any chocolate chips?

Sean (in living room): Why do you want chocolate chips? 

Jessi (looking in drawer): I don’t know. ‘Cause I’m hungry? (sarcasm)

Sean:  You’re not making that “lethal frozen chocolate cake” mess again are you? That idea of yours didn’t go down so great the first time.

Jessi: No! I just want a snack. And it was called Chocolate Chipper Cake, Dad! 

Sean: Oh, sorry. My bad. (continues reading magazine)

Jessi (to self): And it wasn’t my idea. It was Zach’s... 

(Jessi then has the choc. chip pack in hand, and turns toward the window. She happens to see Charlie outside the window looking right at her, thinking it’s a hallucination. She drops the chips and turns to run into the living room. As she is about to turn the corner into the living room, she runs right into Sean, squealing in reaction.)

Sean: Well if you must have chocolate chips, - Hey what the hell? Watch where you’re goin’ Jess. 

Jessi: Oh, sorry Dad. I uh, thought I saw something outside. But it was just a hallucination. (walks past Sean and walks to the couch to sit down)

Sean (still in place, confused look, and gestures like he doesn’t know what just happened, and then turns towards Jessi’s direction): Jessi, I know you’ve been going through a lot lately. I’m right there with you. Don’t ever feel like you can’t tell me something.  

Jessi: Dad-  

(Sean’s cell phone rings)

Sean: Uh, just a minute Jess.

(Jessi has disappointed look and sighs)

Sean (on phone): Oh hey Cross. *pause* Not too much, why? *pause* Yeah I’ll be there soon. *ends call* Hey Jess we’re gonna have to finish this conversation later, okay? 

Jessi: But Dad...

Sean (puts hand on Jessi’s shoulder): I’m sorry kiddo, but I gotta run to a scene real quick. I’ll be back soon. *walks to doorway to the hall* Are you going to be okay while I’m gone?

Jessi (looking down): (softly) Yeah. As long as you and Cross don’t *pause* Uh never mind. (looks at Sean)

Sean (points to Jessi, smiling): Don’t even start with that. (walks towards Jessi)

Jessi: *soft laugh* Sorry Dad. But yeah, I’ll be fine. 

Sean: Okay, good. I’ll be back soon. (kisses Jessi on forehead)

Scene 6
(MS. Late evening. Carson living room. Jessi is sitting on the couch getting ready to play guitar hero when suddenly there’s a knock on the door)

(Jessi walks cautiously to front door)

Jessi: Who is it?

Charlie (outside door): It’s Taylor.

Jessi (looking a little scared): It doesn’t sound like Taylor.

Charlie (opening door, walking in): That’s because it’s not. You’d think you could tell by the voice. *short evil-like laugh*

Jessi (looking up at Charlie, serious look): What do you want? You already took my brother’s life away. Ya know, my father is chief of police. I would think you’d be smart enough not to mess with me. 

Charlie: Well, he didn’t stop me from taking your little creep of a brother, now did he? 

Jessi (tensing up): Get out of my house. 

Charlie (stepping towards Jessi): Oh no, Jessica. That’s not an option. 

Jessi (kneeing Charlie where it hurts): My name is not Jessica! *runs away from Charlie*  

(Charlie groans in pain and leans over, then runs after Jessi. Jessi runs through the den and kitchen. Then when she reaches the living room again she grabs a kitchen knife laying on the counter and points at Charlie when he catches up)

Charlie (starting to laugh): Oh, how do you possibly think you’re going t
o get anywhere with that little dinky knife, especially against me? 

Jessi: It was my mother’s favorite knife. Therefore I believe I have some good use with it. *steps back, still pointing knife*

Charlie (reminiscing): Oh yeah. I meant to let your father know about what happened to your mother. Huh. *directs attention back to Jessi*

Jessi: How did you know my mother? *glares*

Charlie: let’s just say I was also in the Army a long time ago. And I suffered from different things. *puts hand up* No, I didn’t kill her. I witnessed something very tragic. I guess that’s what set me off. Then my friend and I met your stupid brother after what he did to my cousin! 

Jessi: My brother was a good person! What else do you know about my mom?

Charlie: Enough stories!  I’m not here to chat. I came to get back what’s mine. Ya know, after what he did, I knew exactly who your brother was in that parking lot. He just had it coming. 

(Jessi looks down. Charlie tries to attack her, but Jessi’s alert and starts running. Charlie chases her though the living room and outside to the front lawn. Jessi trips landing on the grass, and dropping the knife. She can’t crawl away and Charlie reaches her and stabs her. Jessi screams as Sean and Officer Cross come up and get out of the car. Sean fires a gunshot and shoots Charlie then runs over to Jessi.)

Sean (grabbing Charlie): We got you, you son of a bitch! You’ve done enough damage to my family. Cross, take him into custody please while I get my daughter inside.

Cross (grabbing Charlie): Yes Sir. Come on Stevens. We got a good place for you.

(Cross takes Charlie to police car while Sean tries to calm Jessi)

Sean (kneeling down next to Jessi): Jess, you’re gonna be okay. Don’t worry kiddo.

Jessi (tearing up): Dad, I’m sorry. *starting to cry*

Sean (picking Jessi up): Shh. It’s okay. Let’s get you inside.

(Sean brings Jessi into living room and lays her on couch)

Sean: Wait a second and I’ll get some stuff to patch that up. 

(Couple minutes later Sean returns with bandages, gauzes, & whatever else)

Sean: You feeling any better?

Jessi (sarcastically) Well it hurts! But I think I’ll be okay. *smiles*

Sean (smiles, taking care of wound): Good. I know you will be. You’re a strong girl, just like your mom. 

Jessi: Heh, yeah.

Sean: Well there you go. Give it time to heal up. I’m gonna run outside real quick okay? (gets up turns to doorway)

Jessi: Okay. Hey Dad?

Sean (looks to Jessi): Yeah?

Jessi: Thanks. *smiles*

Sean: No problem kiddo. (turns corner to go out front door)

Scene 7
(MS. outside, same time. Sean walks towards police car)

Sean (to Cross): I thought you were leaving. *approaches and stands by Cross*

(CS) Cross: No, not yet. He can suffer in there for a few minutes. *looks to Charlie*

Sean: *chuckle* Yeah, I hear you. Thanks for helping me out tonight. 

Cross: Well it is my job, ya know.

Sean: Yeah I know. Gotta love it huh?

(both laugh)

Cross: Yeah, most times. Well I should take him over to the station. Let me know how Jessi’s doing. *turns toward car*

Sean: Yeah I will. And I will see you tomorrow. *smiles*

(Cross turns towards Sean and kisses him. Then turns toward car and opens door)

Cross: Yes you will. *smiles and gets in car*

(Sean smiles and shakes his head slightly. Then waves as Cross backs down driveway)

(MS. Shot of Jessi inside window watching in direction of Sean, she smiles slightly. Fade Out)

END

