DRI VI NG THE RELM

WGA Regi stered



FADE | N:

| NT. CAR DEALERSHI P - DAY

A showroom of driverless electric vehicles.

wal | reads: THE RELM -- THE CAR THAT DRI VES AMERI CA

HAROLD W NSLOW 30, neatly dressed, brochure in hand,

proudly next to a |lime green car

JOHN, 40,

sal esman approaches w th paperworKk.

JOHN

You're all set, M. Wnslow Here's
your tenporary registration and
verification of insurance. Any
guesti ons?

HARCLD

| think you d better go over the
procedures once nore with ne. |
still can’t inmagine being in a car
that drives itself?

JOHN

The RELM sel f-driving car is
state-of-the-art technol ogy, M.

W nsl ow.

This is the first

self-driving car to be fully
progranmmed and automated with Al -
artificial intelligence. Now

t hen. ..

(denonstrating)

...your

i nstrunment panel here is

essentially a laptop -- you're
famliar wth GPS, right?

HARCLD

O course.

Ri ght.

JOHN

You start the car with your

thunb print on this OV OFF button
in the center of the steering

wheel .

Once you type in your

destination on the GPS, you push
the DRIVE icon next to the OV OFF

but t on.
system

That engages the self-drive
The car does the rest --

even backs out of parking if
necessary. Al you have to do is
sit back and enjoy the ride.

A sign on the

st ands

he’s recently purchased.



HARCLD
And if | want to sl ow down or
change ny destination...?

JOHN
See that yellow circle at the top
of the instrunment panel? That turns
on the VAC - your voice activation
consult. You can talk to it.

HAROLD
Li ke Al exa?

JOHN
Only nmuch nore sophisticated. It’s
i ke havi ng anot her passenger in
t he car.

HARCLD
What happens if | get a flat?

JOHN
Good question. Then you just tap
the blue button to the left there -
one wth the wench synbol. You'l
be automatically connected to the
nearest service facility 24//7 no
matter where you are.

HARCLD
Al right. But what happens if the
conput er goes out and --

JOHN
(i nterrupting)
Trust me, M. Wnslow, the chances
of that happening are slim and
none!

HARCLD
Right. Right. But just for
argunent’ s sake -- let’s suppose it
does?

JOHN

In that case you just push the red
button to the right of the steering
wheel there. You see it..?

HARCLD
And that releases the steering and
t he brakes?



JOHN
Puts you back in conplete control
But unless you just |ike hands-on
driving, there’s no reason to ever
di sengage the self-drive nechani sm
After all the research and
devel opnent thats been put into
this car--? For the conmputer to go
out would have to be an act of Cod.

HAROLD
Well that wouldn't apply to ne
-- |I"man athei st.
(beat)
The brochure says | can go six
hundred mles on a single charge?

JOHN
And at 180 m | es-per-hour no | ess!

HARCLD
Now that’s a road trip! | think
"1l drive up to Big Sur. Put this
state-of-the-art baby through its
paces!

JOHN

You m ght drive around town for a
whil e before Big Sur, M. Wnslow.
Get used to the feeling. Let the
car get to know you. It’'s got Al,
don’'t forget? The better it knows
your habits, the nore efficient it
becones.

DI SSCLVE:

EXT. MONTEREY - PACI FI C COAST HW - BI G SUR - TW LI GHT
Vi stas of steep nountains, angry ocean surf bel ow

The RELM speeds rapidly along a narrow and danger ous
t wo- | ane hi ghway.

Dar k nmenaci ng rain clouds shut down the sunset.



I NT. HAROLD S CAR - CONTI NUOUS

Harol d sits confortably behind the steering wheel. The speed
SHOWS 60nmph. JAZZ nusic is HEARD on the radio o.s.

Harol d | eafs through a nagazine as it begins to sprinkle.
The wi ndshield w pers cone ON.

EXT. MONTEREY - PACI FI C COAST HW - 15 M NUTES LATER - NI GHT
It is raining heavily now. Thunder and lightening IS SEEN
Headl i ghts of sparse traffic in both directions are SEEN

| NT. HAROLD' S CAR - CONTI NUQUS

The instrunent panel is brightly lit.

The speed now SHOAS 40nph as the rain becones nore fierce
and i ntense.

The wi ndshield w pers at full speed barely able to revea

t he headlights of oncom ng cars.

EXT. MONTEREY - PACI FI C COAST HWY - CONTI NUOUS

Harol d’s car passes a sign that reads: REST AREA AHEAD - 1/2
M LE

| NT. HAROLD S CAR - CONTI NUQUS

Harol d pushes the red button, takes the wheel, steers the
car into the rest area. He presses the OFF/ON circle on the

steering wheel and the car shuts down.

Harold returns to the magazi ne.

I NT. HAROLD S CAR - 30 M NUTES LATER - CONTI NUCGUS

The rain has eased up slightly. Harold puts the magazi ne
asi de, pushes the OV OFF circle and the car conmes to life.
It returns to the two-|ane highway. Speed SHOAS 40nph.



EXT. MONTEREY - PACI FI C COAST HW - 15 M NUTES LATER

Harol d’s car passes a sign that reads: DOAN H LL NEXT 7
M LES. TRUCKS CHECK YOUR BRAKES. NO GUARDRAI LS.

The rain stormpicks up in ferocity. Thunder and |ightening.

A bolt of LIGHTENI NG suddenly STRI KES Harol d’ s car.

I NT. HAROLD S CAR - CONTI NUOUS

Every light on the instrunent panel begins flashing.

VAC (V. 0.)
WARNI NG WARNI NG SHUTDOWN
| MM NENT!

HAROLD

VWhat the...???

VAC (V. 0.)
WARNI NG WARNI NG WARNI NG WAR- - -

Harol d’s car shuts down and slows to a conplete stop. The
i nstrunent panel goes DARK. The headlights SHUT OFF.

Harol d presses the OV OFF circle on the steering wheel.
Not hi ng. He repeats the process several tines. Nothing.

HAROLD
This is crazy!

Harol d pushes the yellow circle on the instrunment panel.

HAROLD ( CONT’ D)
Relm start this car!

Not hi ng.

Suddenly a truck horn BLARES several tinmes from behind.

EXT. MONTEREY - PACI FI C COAST HWY - CONTI NUOUS

A big-rig truck just barely manages to get around Harold's
car without colliding with an oncom ng car.



I NT. HAROLD S CAR - CONTI NUOUS

HAROLD
This is nonsense! A brand new car?

Harold tries to open the door. It’s frozen.
Harold tries to | ower the w ndow. Not hi ng.

HARCLD ( CONT’ D)
Rel m open the goddamm door!!

The car remains silent.
Har ol d pushes the blue button for roadside hel p. Nothing.
Suddenly the instrument panel |ights come ON

HARCLD ( CONT’ D)
Finally! This car is dangerous!

Harold tries the door. It’s frozen. He tries the passenger
side door. It’s frozen. He pushes on the yellow circle.

HARCLD ( CONT’ D)
Rel m open this door, please?

The car starts up spontaneously. Harold pushes the red
button on the instrument panel. No response.

HARCLD ( CONT’ D)
| don’t believe this!

Harol d’s car starts down the highway, picking up speed.
VAC (V. 0.)
WARNI NG WARNI NG  WARNI NG SYSTEM
MALFUNCTI O\t SYSTEM MALFUNCTI ON!
The speed SHOAS 70nph.
VAC (V. Q)
SYSTEM MALFUNCTI ON!' DI SENGAGE
DI SENGAGE
Harol d pushes the red circle frantically. No response.
The speed SHOAS 100nph.

Harol d pushes the yellow circle.



HAROLD
Relm it won't disengage? Hel p!

VAC (V. 0.)
WARNI NG SYSTEM MALFUNCTI ON!
DI SENGAGE | MVEDI ATELY!

The speed SHOAS 120nmph. The wi ndshield wi pers barely clear
enough rain to see ahead.

HARCLD
It won’t stop! Help! HELP! HELP!

VAC (V. Q)
WARNI NG WARNI NG, EXCESI VE SPEED
DANGEROUS! DI SENGAGE! DI SENGAGE!

Harold tries to turn the steering wheel. No response.

HAROLD
(scream ng)
RELM WHAT DO | DO? How DO | TURN
| T OFF???

VAC (V.0
WARNI NG SYSTEM MALFUNCTI ON!' SYSTEM
MALFUNCTI ONl EXCESSI VE SPEED!
EXCESS| VE SPEED! DI SENGAGE!
DI SENGAGE! DI SENGAGE!

The speed SHOAS 160nph. Harold is panic stricken. He presses
every button on the instrunent panel. No response.

EXT. MONTEREY - PACI FI C COAST HWY - CONTI NUOUS

Harol d’s car is approaching a sharp curve at 170nph.

It doesn’t take the curb as it hurtles off the highway into
the storny night air, and falls slowy into the ocean.

HAROLD
(scream ng)
OH NO JESUS, NO NO NO NO, NOr
LIKE TH S??? NO... ..

FADE TO BLACK:



FADE UP:

UNDERWATER - OCEAN FLOOR - HAROLD S CAR - 30 M NUTES LATER
Harol d’s car rests right-side up on the ocean floor. The
headl i ghts are still ON.

| NT. OCEAN - UNDER WATER - HAROLD S CAR - CONTI NUCQUS

The water has reached the | evel of the seats.

The engine is OFF. The instrunment panel lights are ON
Still strapped in his seat belt, Harold slowy regains

consci ousness. A stream of blood drips froma cut on his
f or ehead.

HARCLD
(weakl y)
Hel p... Help ne, please...sonebody.
pl ease. .
VAC (V. Q)

Are you injured?

HAROLD
Wha...? Wiat...?
(touches his head)
Wha. . . What happened?

VAC (V.0QO)
There was a system mal function. |1’ m
not programed to override unknown
el ectrical failures.

Harold tries to undo his seat belt. It’s jamed.

HAROLD
Can you help nme? My seat belt i
jammed! If | don't get help I']
dr own!

s
I

VAC (V.0)
|"ve notified the Coast Guard and
activated your transponder | ocator
beacon. Help is on the way. The
lights will help guide the divers
to your |ocation.



HARCLD
( pani cky)
But I can’'t swin? The water is
rising! I’mrunning out of air!
VAC (V.0)

Do not open the door or the w ndow
until the divers reach you. The air
bubble will keep you alive until
hel p arrives.

HAROLD
How long will the batteries |ast?

VAC (V.0)
Until the water seeps into the
seals. An hour or two. Maybe
| onger. .

EXT. OCEAN SURFACE - 30 M NUTES LATER - CONTI NUCUS

Coast Guard rescue boats and helicopters are beginning to
arrive on scene. Searchlights plow the choppy waves.

| NT. BRI DGE - COAST GUARD VESSEL - CONTI NUQUS
The Commander i s DONOVAN, 40. The Lieutenant is GREEN, 30'S.

DONOVAN
How | ong since the crash?

GREEN
We got the call about 30 m nutes
ago. A passing witness called 911
when she saw the car crash into the
ocean. Said it left the cliff like
it was shot out of a canon!

DONOVAN
Sui ci de by drowning. | doubt we’'ll
find anything in this weather until
daybr eak

GREEN

We coul d send down the divers? Car
was equi pped with a specially made
| ocati on beacon |ike on pl anes.

DONOVAN
All right. Gve the frequency to
the divers. Lets see what they
find.



10.

| NT. OCEAN - UNDER WATER - HAROLD S CAR - CONTI NUQUS
The water | evel has now reached Harol d’ s chest.
A | arge anorphous mass tenporarily blocks the headlights.

A violent swirling of water tips the car up and forward
until Harold is upside down in his seat belt.

Anot her violent swirl of water spins the car back around as
it settles back on four wheels.

A massi ve school of dead fish floats notionless in the
headl i ght s.

The deconposing carcass of a large great white shark and the
remains of a half-eaten sea lion floats notionless in the
headl i ght s.

HARCLD

(pani cky)
What the --? Christ almghty?

VAC (V.Q)
Di d sonet hi ng happen?

HARCLD
A bunch of dead fish just cane out
of nowhere? |I’mrunning out of air!

VAC (V. Q)
My data indicates you are novi ng?
Did the engine start back up?

HAROLD
No! But the lights are still on!
Pl ease get help! This air bubble is
getting smaller! 1I’m gonna drown!
VAC (V.0)

| f the engine isn’t running, how
are you noving? |’ m not progranmed
to understand this mal function?

| NT. BRI DGE - COAST GUARD VESSEL - CONTI NUQUS

Donovan and G een watching the video nonitors as
three wetsuit-clad divers search the ocean fl oor

Dl VER (V. Q)
We're right where the signal put
us, Commander. But we don’t see any
vehi cl e?
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DONOVAN
Vel |, keep | ooking. Car manufacture
says the | ocation beamis stronger
than the bl ack boxes on planes. |If
you can hear it, the vehicle is
t here. Somewhere?

Wat chi ng the conputer is Ensign NASH, 30.

NASH
Not necessarily, Comrander. You
need to see this. The signal keeps
novi ng further away from shore.

DONOVAN
Movi ng?

NASH
Yes sir. At about 10 knots per
hour. Considerably faster than our
di vers can foll ow.

Donovan | ooks at the conputer with Nash.

DONOVAN
It was a small car. If it broke
apart when it hit the water, maybe
a shark grabbed at the | ocation
devi ce.

NASH
No evi dence the vehicle broke
apart, Conmander. And it’s not a
shark that grabbed the device. It’s
a whale. A whale big enough to
swal | ow the entire car intact!

DONOVAN
A car -- swallowed by a whal e?
Isn’t that a little far fetched,
Ensi gn?

NASH

Not at all, Commander. |’ mthinking
it’s a blue whale. Largest nmanmmal
on earth. At a hundred feet |ong
and two hundred tons in weight--?
It’s entirely possible. And would
expl ai n the novenent out to sea.

(al arnmed))
And | ook...it’s tracking deeper
now. Down about 400 feet...
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DONOVAN
That neans it’s just past the one
mlelimt where it drops off to a
trench three mles in depth
(to Green)

Li eutenant, call our divers back.
don't want to risk any lives
tonight. We'll send a subnersible
at daybreak if the weather clears!

| NT. OCEAN - UNDER WATER - HAROLD S CAR - CONTI NUQUS
The wat er has now reached Harol d' s neck.

A partially deconposed body of a man in the torn remants of
a wetsuit floats past the headlights.

HAROLD
Ch ny God! My God, no! No! No! This
can’t be happening? It can’t be
real? It just can’t be??

VAC (V.0)
My data shows that you are stil
moving. | do not understand this

mal function? | can no |onger help
you because ---

The VAC s speech abruptly cuts OFF.

The headlights start to flicker rapidly and cut OFF.

The instrunment panel lights start to flicker and cut OFF
HARCLD
Ch, God, no! No! Pl ease help ne!
God in heaven, will soneone pl ease

hel p nme? Pl ease..

FADE TO BLACK
THE END
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