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FADE | N

| NT. MOTEL ROOM - DAY

Low budget roomw th cheap art hangi ng on the white cinder
bl ock walls. Flinsy curtains flutter by the open wi ndow. The
sound of highway traffic drones in the background.

Seated by the wi ndow is CASPER WLLIAMS(32) with a lapel mc
attached to his plaid flannel shirt. A 'John Deere' ball cap
sits cockeyed on his head.

SUPER: CASPER W LLIAMS - 3 TI ME NATI ONAL CHAMPI ON
Casper, visibly unconfortable, shifts in his seat.

CASPER
Yes, ma'am you bet | renenber the
first tinme. It was with ny Pa. He
taught nme to cornhol e when | was
just a tyke.

| NTERVI EWER (O. S.)
That must be a pretty precious
nmenory.

CASPER
Sure is. Renmenber it like it was
yesterday. He got behind, had ne
bend over with one hand on ny knee,
and showed nme how to hold ny sack
with just the right grip.

| NTERVI EWER (O. S.)
Do you still use any of your
father's techni ques or have you
adopt ed your own style.

CASPER
As a matter of fact | do. | stil
practice what | call 'the reach

around' . You know, it's how | hold
nmy sack behind nmy back before |
toss. | got that from him

| NTERVI EWER (O. S.)
Sounds |i ke a real father/son
nonent .

CASPER
Sure was. For such a big man, he
had such. ..
(chokes up)
...finesse.

Casper turns and | ooks dream |y out the wi ndow. He w pes a
tear fromhis eye with his shirt sl eeve.



CASPER
Yes, ma'am | credit ny Pa for the
man | am t oday.

EXT. 1 OM STATE FAIR - CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT - DAY

The tournanent court is ten feet wde and forty-five feet
long with a cornhole board at each end. The pitcher's box by
each board is regulation with neticul ously graded sand.

The court is surrounded by straw bales with sponsorship
banners fromlocal agriculture businesses and a M. Frosty.
Spectators stand shoul der-to-shoul der around the venue.

The nost prom nent banner is on the comentator booth m dway
by the court. It displays: 47th National Cornhol e Tournanment
- Anmerican Cornhol e Associ ati on.

COVMENTATOR BOOTH

At the booth sit two nen: DON PARK (60) in a snap-front
western shirt and straw cowboy hat; and BUCK LAUGHLI N ( 55)
in an NBC Sports coat and tie. Buck | ooks out of place in
the country fair setting.

Two television cameras with the call letters KORN and t he
NBC Peacock | ogo are on either side of the booth.
BUCK

Damm, it's hot. Is this normal ?
Sweat's dripping down my ass crack.

PRODUCER (Q. S.)
You're on in three. Three, two,
one, and-

BUCK

(holds mc)
Wel cone to NBC Sports speci al
presentation of the 47th Nati onal
Cor nhol e Tournanment in Des Mi nes,
lowa. |'m Buck Laughlin with NBC
Sports from New York and to ny |eft
is Don Park, President of the
Anmeri can Cornhol e Associ ati on.

DON
Thank you, Buck. It's an honor to
be here for the final match

BUCK
And it's ny pleasure to be back
here in America's corn belt. Wen
heard that they needed coverage for
a cornhol e tournanent, | couldn't
resi st.



DON
Now, Buck, being from New York and
all, how famliar are you with
cor nhol e?

BUCK

There's cornhole and then there's
cornhol e. This...
(spl ays hands to the
court)
...1S new to ne.

DON
Ah, very good. So, for you and our
friends at home, cornhole is a
centuries old pastine simlar to
hor seshoes.

CUT TO

CLOSE- UP OF A CORNHOLE BQARD

A two-foot by four-foot plywod board set at a 30 degree
angle. A six-inch diameter hole is | ocated about nine-inches
fromthe top.

DON (V.Q)
| nstead of tossing horseshoes onto
a steel stake, we pitch bags into a
hol e of a slanted board.

BACK TQO

COVMENTATOR BOOTH

Don holds a small cloth bag to the canera for a noment then
hands it to Buck.

Buck rubs his chin in deep thought while squeezing the bag.
He turns to Don.

BUCK
Yes, not quite what | was
expecting. So, Don, why cornhol e?
Way not just call it a bean bag
t 0ss?

DON
' mglad you asked. Firstly, the
bags are filled with corn kernels,
not beans. The corn breaks down and
emts a fine powder that acts as a
|ubricant so it slides on the board
better.



Buck runs a hand through his hair and shakes his head.

BUCK
A natural cornhole |ubricant?
DON
Exactly.
BUCK
Still not sure why the nane since
t he cornhol e expression | know goes
back to-
Don cuts himoff
DON

The Native Anmericans of the Plains.
To be exact, the Bl ackhawk tribe
was known to toss pig bladders with
corn kernels for sport.

Buck opens his nouth to speak and changes his m nd.

BUCK
Right. So, tell us about the rules
and what should we be | ooking for?

DON
The gane play is sinple. The
pl ayers stand side-by-side in their
pitcher's box, alternating pitches
until all four bags are tossed.
After which, they take score and
toss fromthe other end. First
pl ayer to twenty one wins the gane.
Best three out of five ganmes w ns
t he mat ch.

BUCK
Si nmpl e enough. Any speci al plays?
G and slans? Hail Marys? Flea
flickers?

Buck chuckl es at his own rennarks.

DON
A true "cornholer” has their own
lingo. An ace is a single bag on
t he board, whereas an airnail is a
toss in the hole without it
t ouchi ng the board.

BUCK
Not hi n' but net, you m ght say.

Buck checks hi s watch.



BUCK
Sorry, Don, hold that thought. The
mat ch i s about to begin. You can
tal k us through the play.

CORNHOLE COURT

An OFFICIAL (60) in a striped referee shirt stands m d-court
with a bull horn.

OFFI CI AL
Ladi es and gentl enen, the |owa
State Fair commttee is proud to
wel conme, three-tine Nationa
Chanpi on, Casper WIIians!

Casper Wlliams trots out to the center of the court and
waves. The crowd cheers and chants "Casper! Casper!"

He takes off his ball cap and bows to the crowmd. Hi s pasty
white bald head is a blinding contrast to his tan face.

DON (V. Q)
Casper is what you call a Cornstar

OFFI CI AL
And wel cone, everyone, his
chal l enger and first tine finalist,
GRETA VAN NOSTRAND

CUT TO

EXT. PLAYGROUND - PRE- RECORDED - DAY

GRETA VAN NOSTRAND (17) sits at a picnic table. A pretty but
plain girl in a long country-girl dress with a high neck.
Children play on a swing set and slide in the background.

SUPER: GRETA VAN NOSTRAND - CORNHCOLE FI NALI ST

| NTERVI EWER (O. S.)
Greta Van Nostrand. How does it
feel to be the youngest finalist in
t he American Cornhol e Associ ation
Nati onal Tournament history.

GRETA
Un pretty good.

| NTERVI EWER (O. S.)
That's an understatenent, |'m sure.
Do you have any special strategy
pl anned to beat the chanpi on?



GRETA
Um yeah, but, um if | told you
|'d have to kill you

G eta | aughs at her own joke and bl ushes. She stops suddenly
and waves her hands frantically.

GRETA
No, no, | didn't mean that. It was
a joke, right? | nean...
(flustered)
...oh, forget it.

| NTERVI EWER (O. S.)
That's okay, Geta. | got the joke.
| was just wonderi ng-

A boy, LUKE (3), runs up and taps Greta on the shoul der.

LUKE
Can | go on the slide?

GRETA
Sure, sure, go ahead.

Luke runs off.

| NTERVI ENER (O. S.)
Your brother's cute.

GRETA
Oh, no, that's ny son, Luke.

| NTERVI EVER (O. S.)
Oh.

BACK TQO

CORNHOLE COURT

Greta, in her Sunday best ankle-length dress, waves to an
adoring crowd. She joins Casper at one end of the court in
her pitcher's box.

OFFI CI AL
According to the A.C A rules, the
chal | enger tosses first. \Whenever
you're ready, Geta.

COVMENTATOR BOOTH

Buck | eans forward in excitenent while Don remai ns stoic.

BUCK
So, are the players allowed to
taunt or nmess wth their chall enger
in any way?



DON
Well, they're supposed to be stil
and qui et but sone players are
quite talented at under-the-breath
coment s.

CORNHOLE COURT

Greta takes her stance and prepares to toss. Casper stands
still until, as Geta nmakes her nove, he COUGHS.

Geta's toss goes wild and lands in the dirt in front of the
boar d.

DON (V. Q)

Ew, not a great start. That's what
you call a dirty bag.

BUCK (V. Q)
Now, that's just not right. That
was a cheap shot.

DON (V. Q)
It's a shrewd gane, Buck

Casper's turn. Hs toss lands on the board, circles the edge
of the hole but doesn't go in.

DON (V. Q)
And that's a rimjob

BUCK (V.Q)
O course it is.

G eta takes her shot. It hits the front of the board and
slides into the hole. The crowd goes w | d.

DON (V. Q)
Ni cely done. A Slick Wody.
BUCK (V.0QO)
Real |y, Don? |'m having trouble
with this.
DON (V. Q)

It's sinple, Buck. She slid it up
and right into the cornhol e.

BUCK (V. Q)
Never m nd.

MONTAGE: ALTERNATI NG PLAY BACK AND FORTH

-- One col or bag knocks anot her off the board
-- Casper punps his fist after a great shot
-- Greta makes an obscene gesture to Casper



-- A high-arc airmail in the hole

-- Casper squats on the ground with head in his hands as
G eta points and | aughs

END MONTAGE

COVMENTATOR BOOTH

Buck's sport coat is gone, his tie | oosened, and he w pes
sweat from his forehead. Several enpty beer cans are crushed
on the table in front of him

BUCK
Well, Don, here we are. The score
is tied and Casper has honors.

DON
Yes siree bob, not since the
Fl em ng brothers final of 1982 have

we seen such a match. | still don't
know i f those two have spoken
Si nce.

BUCK

That's a story for another tine.
Let's go back to play.

CORNHOLE COURT

Casper and Greta alternate shots. Casper |ands four bags on
the board to Geta' s one.

OFFI CI AL
Final throw Quiet, please.

The crowd goes silent.

Casper stands in his pitcher's box twitching and nuttering
under his breath-

CASPER
Mss. Mss. Mss. M ss.

Greta throws her last bag side arm It hits in front of the
board, skips, knocks off three of Casper's bags and goes in
t he hol e.

DON (V. Q)
A grasshopper, backdoor, hamrer!

The crowd goes wild. The O ficial holds up Geta's hand.

OFFI CI AL
Ladi es and gentl emen, may |
i ntroduce our new Nati onal
Chanpi on, Greta Van Nostrand!



Casper drops to his knees and cries.

COVMENTATOR BOOTH

Buck Ieans back in his chair. H s raised arns revea
sweat st ains.

He sl aps Don on the back hard enough to knock his hat askew.

BUCK
Unbel i evabl e!

DON

Yes, quite the storybook ending.
BUCK

well, folks, until next year, and |

will be here, practice your slick
woody and never pass up a chance to
cornhole. |I'm Buck Laughlin for NBC
Sports.

EXT. | OM STATE FAIR - FOOD COURT - LATER

Casper,

red eyed, sits at a picnic table and eats a c

A mc held in front of him

CASPER
Oh, yeah. 1'll be back next year.
"1l cornhol e every chance | get
until then.

| NTERVI EWER (O. S.)
Do you have a training partner?

CASPER
|'ve been training with ny brother,
nostly. Maybe I'I1 ask ny sister if
she'd be up for sone cornholing.
dunno. W'l see...

| NTERVI EWER (O. S.)
Good | uck, Casper. Until next year.

Casper nods to the canera and returns to his corndog.

FADE OUT

huge

or ndog.
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