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FADE | N:

I NT. WASHI NGTON - KENNEW CK - KAM AKI N H GH SCHOOL - LOCKER
ROOM - REALITY 0 - N GHT

H gh school G RLS in soccer outfits, nervous faces, the
variety of their skin and hair color makes rai nbows bl ush,
they stand stoic in front of their |ockers.

Everyone is extrenely tense, thinking private thoughts. This
is one of those nore praying than tal ki ng nonents.

Coach CARTER (40s), whatever she lacks in stature she nakes
up for it in confidence, storns inside, draws her players’
attention. She positions herself at the m ddle, takes her
nmonent. She | ooks determ ned, maybe angry.

She noves left and right, she's unable to control her
enotions, especially her rage.

Carter nods the girls to forma circle around her.

The girls respond. This is a closed circle, arns around,
heads are | owered.

Carter, strong and resolute, screans her guts out.

CARTER
K girls, listen up! Twenty
t housand people out there didn't
cone here today to see sone random
chicks with sexy butts playing
soccer, they came to see you. Every
single one of themis praying to
God right now, to put your foot
down and do what you need to do to
Wi n.

None of the girls spares a single blink.

CARTER
In three mnutes, two teans wll
enter the stadium but only one
will conme up victorious. Do you
beli eve that anyone will renenber
tonorrow who | ost? None! But they
w il renmenber who won.

Carter pauses, her face becones angrier by the nonent.
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The girls

2.
CARTER
Look into ny eyes. Al of you, |ook
at ne!
establish eye contact with their coach

CARTER
| don’t care if you' re sick or
tired. 1 don’t care if your

boyfriend doesn’t |ove you anynore.
| don’t care if you' re thinking
anything el se right now, other than
those twenty thousand peopl e out
there. Love, anger, fear, past
menories.. These are the
deficiencies of nmen and they can
only make you weak. Wat |’ m asking
of you, is to shut them down for

ni nety m nutes.

Carter takes a deep breath.

CARTER
Those people are here to support
you and at the very |east they
expect you to give everything, to
the last bit of your strength. If
you |l ose this today, you can al ways
go hone afterward and your fathers
will say, "it’s OK it doesn’t
matter”, but truth is, it fucking
does, unless you give everything.
They will always be there for you,
but you won’t nake them proud
unl ess you show themthat you can
bl eed, brave pain, don't cry and
just carry on.

Carter’s eyes nove fromone girl to another.

CARTER
| want you to run, until you can't
wal k anynore. Tackle, until you
can’t get back up. Fight for every
ball. If sonmeone checks you, you
retaliate, you force them down!
want your fathers, nothers,
brothers and sisters watch you kil
soneone toni ght, because this is
war for us. Never forget, this is
your dream you are born to do
this.

Carter’s eyes dart left and right.
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CARTER
So, are you going to lose this, and
go back home and tell your famlies
you did your best but still |ost
it?
G rls expl ode.

G RLS
No coach!

CARTER
Are you going to win this?

G RLS
Yes coach!

CARTER
Now, get out there and nake your
parents proud. Make ne proud!
Carter, strong and resolute hammers away, the girls junp
left and right in excitenent, even rage. They follow Carter.
EXT. WASHI NGTON - KENNEW CK - KAM AKI N HI GH SCHOOL - SOCCER
STADI UM - REALITY #0 - DAY

Stands are full. Nothing too exciting to tal k about. A
peaceful CROAD, all ages, |ike another day at the church.

SERI ES OF SHOTS
-- A nonstrous TV panel. Shots fromthe stands.
-- A line of CHEERLEADERS, doing their stuff.

-- Eleven players are out. A casual warmup. It’s not
Carter’s girls. It’s the RIVALS.

-- The coll ege’s MARCH NG BAND t akes position in the mddle
of the stadi um

TO THE TUNNEL ENTRANCE

Carter’s girls, stoically walk through this claustrophobic
tunnel, anxious to face their destiny.

TO THE BAND
These guys performlike pros. It’s their time to shine.

The sound of their nusic is linked to the stadium s sound
system A heavy netal song BLASTS t he speakers.
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TO THE STANDS

From peace to hell in less than a second; this doesn’t | ook
li ke a soccer match anynore, but an epic nusic concert.

The crowd goes up and down, left and right. Every single one
of themjunps up to the rhythm

The vast majority of the people sing al ong.

TO THE M DDLE OF THE FOOTBALL PI TCH

Sock and awe; a few too many grinaces dom nate the faces of
the rivals. Some will say that they already |ost this gane,
before it even starts.

TO THE SKY

Col orful fireworks light up the night sky. Yeah, this is one
of those "exit night, enter light" type of nonents.

TO THE TUNNEL ENTRANCE

The whol e stadi um staggers to the rhythm Literally.

The music hits the crescendo..

Al lined up, Carter’s teamrushes out of the tunnel.
Determned, the girls sprint to their arena.

Al l but one, who stands notionless at the tunnel exit. W
don’t see her face, but the jersey’'s nunber on her back
beneat h her highlighted | onghair. She’s NUVBER EI GHTEEN. She
| ooks |i ke daydream ng, but her hand trenor suggests
sonet hi ng el se; nervousness, even fear.

EXT. WASHI NGTON - SOVE BEACH - REALITY #1 - DAY

MOTION -- flat out. It’s us, we’re running. Stunbling and
br eat hi ng heavily.

W' re M KAYLA HUNTER (19), french braid hairstyle | ashing
down her | arge backpack, used as an endurance accessory,
tiny shorts revealing her powerful |egs, headphones on, and
we’'re runni ng on the never-endi ng sandy beach.

The cool water laps at Mkayla' s feet while her |ips sw ng
to the rhythmof her favorite netal song.

Deserted, the coastline is her personal playground.
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Her stone cold face says everything you need to know about
her. No stress, no pain, no nothing. She’'s |like a cyborg,
unaware of tiredness or exhaustion. Yet, sonme will say this
I's just stubbornness.

Her quadriceps work overti ne.

TO THE OCEAN

A huge wave appears out of nowhere.

Ri ses uncontrol | ably.

The ocean BULGES!

TO M KAYLA

The sound of the sea becones terror, draws her attention.
M kayl a renoves her headphones.

M kayla' s | egs take a break. Running node is off.
She gazes at the huge wave.
Her face, once peaceful, now terrified.

Wth a swift nove, she rel eases her backpack that crashes
down to the sand. It was filled with rocks.

She sprints away, far fromthe water, fatigue and anxiety
dom nate her. She runs for dear life.

TO THE OCEAN
The wave runs faster than M kayl a, closes the distance.
TO M KAYLA

M kayl a’s eyes dart back and forth between the endl ess coast
and the raging i ncom ng wave.

The wave is so cl ose.
M kayl a | ooks hel pl ess, runs out of tine..

The beach is not sandy anynore. It’s full of rocks. The nore
she runs away fromthe water, the greater the rocks’ size.

M kayla s legs are the first to fail her.
She stunbl es.
Col | apses.
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Her leg is a bloody ness. She doesn’'t seemto acknow edge
pai n however, the danger of the incomng wave is far nore
threatening than her leg’ s injury.

She shuts her eyes, surrenders to her fate.

Before the water devours M kayla, her ears catch sone..
EXT. WASHI NGTON - KENNEW CK - KAM AKIN HI GH SCHOOL - REALITY
#2 - DAY

SCREAMS. G rls’ cheerful screans. Happy and unconcer ned,
this is a casual soccer training session. Some of themrun
right and left, a few others do sone drills with the balls.
Grls have so nuch fun, that sonme of them even | augh

Carter, hands behind her back, relaxed, supervises
everyt hing. She | ooks pl eased, confident.

Sone tactics drill; a group of FOUR A RLS on the offensive,
run at full throttle.

Jersey nunber eighteen, Mkayla, eyes wi de shut, stands |ike
a statue to the far left, looks lost in thought. She is not
part of the four girls attacking drill. O is she?

Carter screans her guts out.

CARTER
M k! Wake up!

M kayl a snaps out of her oblivion, explodes forward.
A long pass, target is M kayl a.
She receives the ball, controls it expertly.

Head to head wth the goal keeper, scoring | ooks |ike an easy
task for her.

She takes the shot, that’s a powerful shot.

M sses by a few inches.

M kayl a bursts into ragi ng screans, she can’t handl e
failure. Sweating |like a pig, she is the only player on the
football pitch that takes training too seriously.

Her tenper is nothing new to her teanmates. No matter her
stunning | ook, she is a girl you don’'t want to ness with. A

soft touch on the back by one of her teammtes; M kayla pays
no attention to it.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

She sprints back to the defense.
Carter eyes Mkayla. C oses the distance.

CARTER
M k!

M kayl a trades | ooks with Carter.

CARTER
Cal m down. Take it sl ow

M kayl a doesn’t | ook inpressed.
Sanme drill. Restarts.

Anot her four-girl attacking conbo. Mkayla, to the far left,
sprints down the line, raises arm she asks for the ball.

Anot her stunning |long pass, ball lands in front of her.
M kayl a anchors the ball to the ground with ease, again.
TWO DEFENDERS shut her path

M kayla artfully dribbles the first one.

The second defender wastes no time. She charges agai nst
M kayl a, a power slide and a tackle follows.

M kayla tips the ball over the defender |ike a juggler, her
body tries the outside route.

The ball gets through; M kayla does not!

The tackle is brutal, the defender’s football boot studs
becone one with Mkayla’s right knee.

M kayl a crash | ands, her head slans to the ground brutally.
No one can tell if her leg injury is worse that her head’s.
She i s unconsci ous.

Carter is shocked, just |like everyone else in and out the
football pitch

Medi cal staff is on the run; a trio of DOCTORS, highly
concerned, spares no tinme, bolts toward M kayl a.



I NT. SWTZERLAND - CERN - HELEN S OFFI CE - REALITY #3 - DAY

The only thing not gray in there is the single
floor-to-ceiling wi ndow, facing sone really dense vegetation
out si de. The absence of anything colorful is stunning.

In a state of half organized clutter, a tiny desk strives
under the wei ght of the papers stacked on it; a dozen of
pencils, their sole conpanion.

The walls are infested with various di pl omas, awards and
trophies. Two words doni nate them physics and Hel en Mands.

Air conditioner blasts at nmedium pinned belowit around a
circle, three pictures, each one contains a single word,
perfectly placed around an enpty picture franme, which
suggests that the latter is neant for her nost inportant
trophy, still mssing her collection. The words are pioneer,
woman, fame.

HELEN MANDS (30s), a plain-faced girl with a haunted
expression, nmen’s black suit that nmatches the col or of her
skin under a white | aboratory robe, stands notionless at the
m ddl e of the room stares at the pictures with the three
words. O is it the blank space in between?

Her gaze turns cold, her voice sounds absol ute.

HELEN
(whi spers)
A few nore days and you will be
m ne!

Hel en | ooks satisfied, | owers head, checks her wist watch.

She noves next to the w ndow.

EXT. SWTZERLAND - CERN - REALITY #3 - DAY

Anot her day at work. SCIENTISTS pour left and right on the
tiny streets of the village around Cern.

A BI CYCLI ST (30s) draws her attention. He looks in a hurry,
i ke he races with m ght and main.

The pedestrians part the seas for the bicyclist to get

t hrough. Al but one; a very young TOVBOY (14), black curly
hair stuffed under her soccer cap, no nore than ten years
ol d, who's unaware of the incom ng danger.



| NT/ EXT. SW TZERLAND - CERN - HELEN S OFFI CE - REALITY #3 -
DAY

Hel en wat ches everything, senses the danger. Renuins
not i onl ess though, she doesn’t seemto care.

The bicyclist hits the brakes.
Too | ate.

He falls to the ground, the falling bicycle crashes the
tonboy’ s | eg.

Hel en’ s eyes are | ocked on the tonboy, who screans in pain.
Hel en shakes her head.
HELEN
(munbl es)
So weak, so fragile. So pathetic.

The tonboy’ s bl oodcurdling screans cease abruptly, just if
soneone pulled the plug on a stereo system

The tonboy shoots a devilish look at Helen; this is not a
| ook of soneone in pain, but instead a warning one.

There is no way the tonboy can see Helen directly, but her
sparkling eyes neet Helen's neverthel ess.

Hel en i s shocked, maybe scared a bit.

EXT. WASHI NGTON - YAKI MA RI VER - REALITY #4 - DAY
Ear |y norning.
The river passes through the jungle and opaque.

Four COUPLES around twenties, bathing suits, get ready to
t ast e danger.

They hug and ki ss, prepare to get wet.
A long rocky river bank, just for their pleasure.
The FEMALES | ook hesitant. MALES do not.

First two, stare at the river. Deep breaths follow They
trade | ooks. They can do this!

They dive into the green waters.

Screans of excitenent, joy.
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TO THE DI STANCE

A pair of wet sneakers strives under the weight and speed of
the muscul ar calves wearing them They' re short, full of
scars, still the calves of a sprinter. They belong to..

A younger version of M kayla, sonmewhere around fourteen
years old, tiny shorts and a soccer jersey, nunber eighteen
on her back, does sone push-ups.

She stands up, sprints in and out the waters.

A set of sit-ups.

Back to running in and out of the waters.

It | ooks that her training drill has a pattern; strength
exerci ses, endurance.

Her training pace is high.
TO THE COUPLES

One of the nmales, EVAN (18), cocky and handsone, spots her.
Yes, this guy is the | eader of the pack.

He munbl es to FEMALE #1 next to him

EVAN
Look at that crazy Kkid.

FEMALE #1
VWhere did she cone fronf

TO THE DI STANCE

M kayl a gets closer. She is conpletely focused to her
training, doesn’'t |ook |like she has seen any of them

TO THE COUPLES
FEMALE #2, steps in.

FEMALE #2
| know her. She wants to be a
football player or sonething.

EVAN
She wants what? This is not Europe
baby, only a loser would train to
be a soccer star.
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FEMALE #1
(sarcastic)
And this is how you keep boyfriends
awnay.

EVAN
O you bring girls closer!

MALE #2, build of a forner athlete, conmes out of the water,
eyes M kayl a, stands in her way.

MALE #2

(yells)
Eh! Short [ egs!

M kayl a eyes Male #2, she is not inpressed by his size. She
goes on with her drill.

MALE #2
Eh, you, this is our spot. Get the
fuck of f!
FEMALE #1
(to Male #2)

Conme on, | eave her al one.
M kayla is just a few feet away.

Mal e #2 | owers his knees, |ike an American football player
gets to the defensive, | ooks ready to bl ock her.

M kayl a ups her pace, |oves the chall enge.

Non- exi stent adrenaline, she rushes toward Mal e #2. Her face
is confident, determ ned.

They' re so cl ose.
Mal e #2 extends his arns, dives for the bl ock.

M kayl a fakes a left nove, perforns a body-spinning dribble;
Male #2 falls to the ground, M kayla gets past him

Everyone | ooks stunned. Grls laugh at their fallen friend.
M kayl a pauses a few neters away the coupl es.

Turns, shoots a | ook toward the others. Shakes her head.
That | ook, so nuch sarcasm

Evan is fascinated by M kayla, perhaps in |ove..

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 12.

EVAN
That girl ..

FEMALE #2
My sentinments exactly. Now catch
her if you can!

M kayl a turns, restarts her running drill

An unl ucky nonent, her |leg dives deep into the rocky
surface, she stunbles, crashes to the ground. Mkayla is
hurt, grabs her knee, rubs it violently.

MALE #2
| di ot!

FEMALE #1
(to Evan)
She’s hurt! Go and hel p her!

Boys ook unwilling to help M kayl a.

EVAN
No one noves.

FEMALE #1
Real | y? Cone on, give her a hand!

EVAN
| said no. She deserved it!

No matter the tenderness of her age, M kayla displays no
sign of pain or simlar enotions. Like she doesn’'t care
about her injury, she keeps her eyes on the boys..
| NT. SW TZERLAND - CERN - HELEN S OFFI CE - REALITY #3 - DAY
A knock on the door!
Hel en turns abruptly.
HELEN

| said | don't want to be

di st ur bed!
Not hi ng, no answer.
Anot her knock.
Hel en bolts to the door, SLAMS it w de open. No matter the

old age of the man in front of her, Helen pays no respect to
the crazy Asian scientist who dares to bother her.
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Meet Dr STEVENSON (60s), a man whose inconparable scientific
w sdom and skillset can be surpassed only by his cocky
manners and his killer punch-Iines.

STEVENSON
Sorry to bother you boss, but we
had to shut it down.

HELEN
What happened? Who ordered the
shut down?

STEVENSON
It was a nmechanical failure. Two of
t he magnets surpassed the
tenperature threshold. Director
ordered the shut down.

Hel en’ s eyes dart left and right. She's angry.

A pi ece of paper in Stevenson’s palm changes hands. Hel en
wastes no tine, reads it. She is nore desperate than angry.

STEVENSON
Don't worry Doctor. Safety systens
performed as expected, no one was
put at risk.

HELEN
What the hell are you talking
about? Risk is part of your job! I
don’t care if any of you.. dies, as
| ong as the nachi ne works!

St evenson i s stunned. However he seens to acknow edge both
her attitude and her authority.

MALE
There was a | arge helium| eak.

HELEN
Fi ve quadrupol es and twenty four
di pol es fromthree subsectors? And
you turned it off for just two
kel vi ns?

Hel en squeezes the paper into her fist, turns towards her
trophy wall. Minbles.

HELEN
How can | get a freaking Nobel with
so many cowards surroundi ng ne?

St evenson grows a pair of balls.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 14.

MALE
Last tinme | checked, that prize is
awar ded for outstanding
contribution for humanity in
physics. If that quench wasn’t
stopped too early, what humanity
there would be left, to grant you
one?

Hel en chokes back her frustration. A single nod..
St evenson wal ks away, shuts the door behind.

Hel en gets next to her trophies’ wall. Gazes at her favorite
t hree pictures.

Hands rise, fingers rub her forehead. Sone kind of a
self-concentration ritual. Shuts her eyes.

HELEN
(Munbl es)
|1l get you one day.

Again. Angrier. Faster.

HELEN
You will be mne. Mne. Mne!

| NT. WASHI NGTON - SEATTLE - SHRINK' S OFFI CE - REALITY #1 -
NI GHT

Hel en the shrink sits deep in her |eather throne, a pen and
a wor kbook on her |ap standby for work.

Hel en stares at Mkayla’ s dark curly hair, its col or matches
t he sofa’s.

M kayl a, her back turned to Hel en, doesn’'t seemto care.

HELEN
Let’s tal k about your dream

That sounds intriguing. Mkayla turns, her huge sungl asses
cover half of her face.

M KAYLA
Agai n?

HELEN
This is what interests nme the npbst.
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M KAYLA
| have told you everything. A few
too many tines.

Hel en checks her notes.

HELEN
Again. Story sounds different to ne
every tinme | hear it.

M KAYLA
Check your notes doctor. They don’t
do m stakes |ike yourself.

Hel en is no ordinary psychol ogi st. There goes her calm
voi ce, let the one hell-of-an-attitude-standoff begin

HELEN
A m stake, is you, thinking that
you' Il survive these wonderfu

chats of ours if you keep that
attitude. Don’t be del usional, you
can’t get rid of me. Long story
short, you re stuck with ne.

M KAYLA
Cal m down bi tch.

HELEN
No, | will not.

M kayl a stretches her body.

M KAYLA
Dam girl, | thought all shrinks
were trained to say 'yes you're
ri ght about this, you re right
about that’..

HELEN
| ndeed. But I'mdifferent than the
ot her shrinks. |I'’mthe best but
al so the craziest of themall, plus
|’ma bitch indeed. And kids |ike
yoursel f, sonetines, make the best
of me conme out and play. And if you
actually want to get rid of this
part of nme, let’s tal k agai n about
your dream

M kayl a | ooks convi nced. G abs her sungl asses..
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HELEN
No need, you can | eave them on.
This tinme.

M kayla finds herself the nost confortable position on the
sof a. Her voice rel axes.

M KAYLA
Ni ne am Every single norning. |I'm
running. On the beach.

HELEN
Way ni ne anf

M KAYLA

Nine thirty we start training, so
training thirty mnutes nore than
the others, neans thirty mnutes
better.

Hel en t akes not es.

HELEN
What do you nean by that?
M KAYLA
If | want be the best, | have to

train harder than the rest. Sone
girls may possess greater talent
than ne, so | conpensate ny talent
deficiency with nore training.

HELEN
Everyone says that you' re the nost
talented player in the state.

M KAYLA
Exactly, that’s the problem There
will always be sonmeone nore
tal ented around the country, or the
wor | d.
More notes.
HELEN

Let’s skip that part, what’'s
happeni ng in the dreanf?

M KAYLA
Vell, I'’mrunning, my backpack is
on, sneakers, shorts and ny jersey
is always the same, everything
stays the sane. Every tine. | run
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M KAYLA .
next to the water, and the water is

so peaceful .
M kayl a takes a deep breath.

M KAYLA
Al'l of a sudden, | don’t know how,
but a huge wave is after ne. And |
find nyself running away.

HELEN
A wave out of nowhere, like a
t sunam ?

M KAYLA

A single wave, the height of a
skyscraper. That’s no tsunam.

HELEN
And you sprint away, with all that
wei ght on your back?

M KAYLA
No. | drop nmy backpack. | stand no
chance with all that extra twenty
kil os on ny back.

HELEN

And then, the wave gets to you?
M KAYLA

Yes, | fucking drown nyself.

Hel en checks her notes.

HELEN
Are you al one around there? No one
el se is close enough to help you?

M KAYLA
None.

HELEN
Do you actually see yourself
drowni ng, you see yourself not
bei ng abl e to breathe?

M KAYLA
No.
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HELEN
You wake up just after that?

M KAYLA
| wake up just before I run out of
breath and usually just after ny
| eg breaks.

Hel en | eans back to her chair, takes her tine.

HELEN
So, let nme get this straight. The
wave crashes your leg before it
drowns you?

M KAYLA
No, it’s not the wave. It’'s sone
obstacl e. Sone rock down there.

Hel en checks her notes.

HELEN
Rocks? | thought it was a sandy
beach. .

M KAYLA

Sand turns to rocks the nore | nove
away fromthe water.

HELEN
K. So your leg twsts.. Sorry,
cracks, and then you give up!

M KAYLA
| never give up. | just can't
fucking run anynore with a broken

| eg.

There goes Helen’s authoritative attitude, gets back to her
happy, pleasant face.

HELEN
You see, that wasn’t so hard. | can
file a nice report for you now.

M KAYLA
That neans |'mfree to go?

HELEN
Yes. We’'re done. For today.

M kayla springs up with a jolt, wal ks away.
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HELEN
|’mcurious, is it the sane |eg,
every tinme? Sanme injury?

M KAYLA
Ri ght | eg, knee.

Hel en shakes her head, back to her notes.

M kayl a gri maces, sorrow dom nates her. She wal ks away.
| NT. WASHI NGTON - WASHI NGTON UNI VERSI TY - LECTURE HALL -
REALI TY #5 - DAY

A huge auditorium Really huge. Packed with students, eager
to neet their new professor.

Everyone sits. Laptops, the students’ sole accessory.

A WOVAN wal ks down the stairs, black |eather suitcase in
hand. Putin type of wal k. Al pha fenale. Black suit,

uni npressed. It’'s Helen, the professor.

Deaf eni ng si |l ence.

Hel en gets at the lectern, rests her suitcase to the floor.

She gazes at her audi ence. Anbng the students, she spots
sone el der people. Suits all of them

Expressi onl ess, she awaits..

A YOUNG STUDENT (25) rises, gets next to her. Hands her a
tiny piece of paper, |ooks like a post-it note. He rushes
back to his seat.

Hel en | ooks bl ankly at the note.
HELEN

Two hundred and twenty two. That’s
thirteen nore than | ast week. So |

wll say this one nore, just in
case your classmates didn't tel
you.

She takes a step forward. Her face, dead serious.

HELEN
| don’t care who you are, or what’s
your scientific background. | don't

care what’s your nane, you're just
a nunber to ne, the nunber of your
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~ HELEN
seat. This is why you never change

it, even if the guy next to you is
ugly or forgot to take a shower.

Eyes dart left and right, students check each other out.

HELEN
| don’t |ike cellphones, so kill
t hem now.

Hesitant at first, sone students turn their cell phones off.
You can use your laptop, but | hate
being interrupted that nmeans if
anyone wi shes to listen to a song
or watch a porn-video, |eave now.

Some GROANI NG from t he audi ence dies inmediately.
A gigantic projector screen rolls down at the back.

HELEN
This is not a debate lecture. If
you have questions, read ny notes,
everything you need is in there. If
you don’t understand anyt hi ng
Wi thin my notes, then you' re just
too stupid and you will fai
anyway, so just don’t bother
aski ng.

Vari ous mat hemati cal synbols and equations rock the screen.

HELEN
This class is optional and the
har dest one to pass. So now you
know, you still have the chance to
wal k away. If you want, please do
it now and save yourselves fromthe
homework. And do it silently.

Hel en checks to see if anyone goes for the exit.
None.

HELEN
This is not philosophy and | don’t
believe in God. So, for those who
may think what a bitch I am ny
answer to you, is that your word
means nothing to ne. Unless you
have a Nobel prize too in your
closet |ike nyself.
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Can’'t really tell if the audience is mute or really afraid
of her.

HELEN
Perfect. Let’s begin.

Hel en changes tone and manner. Passionate, inspiring,
friendly. A conpletely different person.

HELEN
The many-worl ds theory is the nost
strai ghtforward approach to
under st and quant um nechani cs. It
accepts the reality of the wave
function. In fact, it says that
there is one wave function, and
only one, for the entire Universe.
It further states that when an
event happens in our world, the
ot her possibilities contained in
the wave function do not go away.
I nstead, new worlds are created, in
whi ch each possibility is a
reality.

On the projector screen, a single title: 'the courageous
approach in quantum nechanics’.

HELEN
For those of you that | ook puzzled
about these extra worlds, don’t you
worry. We can’t really see them
plus if the multiverse theory is
true we won’t notice the
di fference. The many ot her worl ds,
whi ch are probably infinite, are
parallel to our own, but so hidden,
than they m ght as well be
popul at ed by ghosts, or best case
scenari o, by insubstantial
proj ections of yourselves. O
spirits. O whatever.

The audi ence | ooks fasci nated, even fretful. Helen' s words
sound so deep and inspiring.

HELEN
This theory is truly attractive to
physi ci sts because it explai ns many
puzzl es of quantum nmechani cs. Think
of it for a nonent, black holes
emt radiation. Conundruns. Can you
explain it in any other way?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 22.

A short pause.

HELEN
What do you thi nk.

Hel en noves next to her desk, eyes her notebook.

HELEN
So what do you think reality is,
nunber hundred and two?

A BUZZ out of nowhere. The audi ence | ooks around for the
"lucky’ student nunmber hundred and two. Murnurs and gentle
| aughs foll ow

Hesitant at first, even scared, Stevenson, geek beyond
conpare, not young at all for a student, responds.

STEVENSON
Reality is whatever a scientific
theory says it is.

HELEN
So if the nmultiverse theory is
false, you' re actually inplying
that the rest of us live through a
| ess fundanmental reality?

Stevenson is out of words, |ooks left and right for some
pi ece of advice, no one gives himone.

That’'s fine, he doesn’t need any hel p.

STEVENSON
What |'mtrying to say, is that
Wi th our current technol ogy, we are
limted to observations within this
uni verse because the universe is
curved and we are inside the
fishbow , unable to see the outside
of it. And this is our reality. The
dom nant reality. However, outside
the fishbowl , the chance for
infinite universes, bubble
uni ver ses, daughter universes,
mat hemati cal or parallel, and
limting our variables to a flat
space-time shape, there has to be
somet hi ng nore out there.

A smrk escapes Helen's face. That's a first!
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HELEN
My first class wasn’t so boring
after all, was it?

A sign of relief, Stevenson feels like the King in there,
even for a single nonent.

HELEN
Nunber sixty, if the theory of
space-tinme being flat stands, the
nunber of possible particle
configurations in multiple parall el
uni verses would be limted to how
many di stinct possibilities?

Anot her nonent of silence. That’s a killer question.

STUDENT ONE (23) rises, she doesn’'t know the answer.

STUDENT ONE
|’msorry, | don’t know.
HELEN

That nmeans you weren't paying
attention last week. It’'s ten tines
to the tenth, raised to the power
of one hundred and twenty two. And
never stand up again.

Student One dives deep in her chair.

I NT. WASHI NGTON - SEATTLE HOSPI TAL - REALITY #2 - N GHT
The door to room nunber eighteen is w de open.

A single hospital bed, Mkayla in it. Silent, peaceful.
Carter sits next to the injured M kayl a.

M kayla' s eyelids try hard to open. They succeed.

Carter explodes upwards, grabs her hand.

CARTER
How are you feeling pretty eyes?

M kayl a nmunbl es.

M KAYLA
What happened?
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CARTER
You got tackled sweetheart. And you
crashed your head. A tiny
concussion. Nothing too serious.

M kayl a, back to her senses, stares at her leg. The plaster
cast around her knee brings her to tears.

M KAYLA
Is it broken?

Carter chokes back her frustration.

CARTER
No, it’s just a small crack. It’s
nothing, in twenty days or so
you’' | | be back training.

M KAYLA
It was ny fault, wasn't it?

CARTER
It was no one’s fault. You were
just unl ucky.

M KAYLA
You told ne to relax, | gave
everything. It was nmy fault coach.
My fault.

CARTER
It doesn’t matter. No matter how
many tinmes you fall, you will get

back up M k. You have to.
Carter takes a deep breath. Chooses her next words careful.

CARTER
You're the best Mk, and the best
do not |ower gears. Even in
training. Never forget that, no
matter what everyone el se says.
You're born to be the best, and
you' || succeed, no matter who w ||
try and tackle you in life, I'm
dead certain about this.

M kayl a turns her back to Carter.

M KAYLA
Pl ease don’t tell my parents.
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CARTER
Not your parents, nor the press.
gi ve you ny word. Now rest.

M kayl a shuts her eyes.

25.

I NT. SWTZERLAND - CERN - CONTROL ROOM - REALITY #3 - DAY

Equi pped with world’'s greatest brains, dressed in | ab robes,
tens of concerned faces stare at the nopnitors around.

Hel en and Stevenson have a vivid chat.

STEVENSON
| don't |ike this.

HELEN
Pati ence is a virtue.

STEVENSON
Operating at thirteen
terael ectronvolts, you' re sure
we’ re not playing God here?

HELEN
We run the simnmulation a hundred

times. This tinme, it will work. O
at least, it will worth the chance.

STEVENSON
(munbl es)

A chance for our soulless bodies to

go ballistic.

A BUZZI NG i ncreasi ng sound. The room staggers. Looks |ike a

smal | earthquake.

HELEN
(shout s)
Check the tenperature threshold.
Doubl e check fail -safes.

A YOUNG SCI ENTI ST (30s) checks his conputer

keyboar d.

YOUNG SClI ENTI ST
Everyt hi ng | ooks nornmal Doctor,
st andi ng by.

Tension grows. So does the earthquake.

rocks his
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YOUNG SCI ENTI ST
(concer ned)
Energy consunption remains flat.
Maj or thermal spikes in sector
t hree.

Hel en and Stevenson trade worri ed | ooks.

HELEN
Stand by to shut it down.

An OLDER SClI ENTI ST (50s) at the back, screans his guts out.

OLDER SClI ENTI ST
Doctor! Check the signal strength
at hundred and twenty five GeVs!
Mass charts! Nowl

Al'l of a sudden, all conputers are on fire. Mathemati cal
di agrans dom nate the screens left and right.

Hel en and Stevenson stare at one of them

YOUNG SCI ENTI ST
Doctor! Reading full reds!
Ever ywher e!

Hel en’ s eyes dart left and right, |ooks much nore excited
t han scared.

HELEN
| need confirmation.

YOUNG SCI ENTI ST
Doctor, we’'re in the danger zone.
We' Il | ose everyt hing!

HELEN
| need confirmati on! Now

St evenson, over a conputer, gazes at the screen which is
filled with progranmm ng code. A nunber FLASHES; 125!

STEVENSON
Hundred and twenty five! I confirm

OLDER SClI ENTI ST
Doubl e checked, | confirmtoo!

Hel en, enraged..
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HELEN
Shut it down! Now

Various sw tches toggle up and down.
The buzzing sound fades away, fear retreats.
No one dares to speak a single word. Everyone eyes Hel en.

Hel en beelines for Stevenson, she checks the numbers on his
moni tor. WMarvel s!

Arns expl ode upwards. RAG NG screans of success follow

HELEN
| told you so! | did it!

Everyone in the roommarvels. Tinme for uncontroll able
CLAPPI NG and huggi ng. Wnners, all of them

Stevenson is the only one not sharing their enthusiasm
Behi nd a conputer, types in various comrands.
H s face turns serious.
No one | ooks at him No one seens to care.
STEVENSON
(munbl es)
Doct or!

Hel en, lost in thought and hugs, can’t hear him

STEVENSON
(1 ouder)
Doct or!
Not hi ng.
STEVENSON
(screans)
Hel en fucki ng Mands!
That was enough to kill all the joy. It’s obvious, no one

calls Helen like this.
St evenson draws Hel en’s attention.

St evenson eyes Helen, their eyes neet. Stares of shock.
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STEVENSON
VWhat have we done?

EXT. WASHI NGTON - KENNEW CK - KAM AKI N H GH SCHOOL - REALITY
#6 - DAY

A soccer match

The stands are half full.

I n ganme, pace | ooks high. This is unquestionably not a
friendly match.

M kayla, on the pitch, to the far left, super-active as
al ways. Sprinting up and down |ike a mani ac.

Carter shouts orders left and right. Face so serious.
Hel en, a players’ agent, fancy red dress, beelines for
Carter. Mkayla s teammates on the bench stare at her;
Helen’s outfit is hard to mss after all

Carter’s ASSI STANT (40s), funny as hell, whispers to Carter.

ASS| STANT
Mendes i s here.
CARTER
(surprised)

Who?
The Assistant’s eyes play over, a funny grinace foll ows.

ASS| STANT
That .. Rai ol a- wannabe?

Carter gets it. Smrks.
Hel en gets next to Carter.

HELEN
How s ny girl?

Carter wastes no tine.

CARTER
Two goals already, we’'re | eading by
four.

HELEN
St unni ng.
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CARTER
When does she sign?

HELEN
Do you see any papers with ne?

CARTER
Then why you’re here? Last tine |
checked, you told ne she is ready
to sign.

HELEN
She is, and we are too.

The crowd ROARS; that’'s a chat breaker
To the action, Mkayla' s teamon the defensive.
It’s four against two, Mkayla is one of the latter

Adrenaline sky rises, Carter is furious, like a bull in a
chi na shop.

The two ATTACKERS go past one of the defenders, Mkayla is
the last Iine of defense.

It’s now three agai nst one, what can M kayla do?

Player with the ball fakes the shot, M kayla doesn’t fal
for it.

Attacker short-passes to her teammate.

M kayl a senses the danger, gives everything left in her
tank; she power slides.

A perfect tackle on the ball, saves her team.

The attacker tries to junp over Mkayla, but fails

m serably! She lands on her |eg..

| NT. WASHI NGTON - KENNEW CK - BAR - REALITY #1 - N GHT
The bar is stacked with dancing young ADULTS.

Evan and his friends enjoy their drinks next to the bar.
Yes, they’'re undoubtedly the center of attention.

At the far back, on a bar stool, young M kayl a enjoys her
beer. Silver dress, high heels, chic hairstyle; she tries
hard to I ook |ike an adult. She avoids eye contact with any
of the bar’s patrons.
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Evan shoots a | ook at her. He's stunned by her beauty.
He spares no second thoughts; Evan beelines for M kayl a.
Evan’s eyes lock on Mkayla s |l egs the closer he gets.
Time for his best pickup line..
EVAN

Are your legs tired, because you’ ve

been running through ny mnd al

day | ong!

M kayl a, uni npressed, perhaps irritated, lets her beer rest
on the table, gets ready to | eave.

EVAN
Oh, cone on, at least give ne a
chance!
Evan shuts her path.
EVAN
No, you stay, at l|least finish your
beer, I wll |eave.
M KAYLA
Al ready | ost ny appetite.

Goodni ght .
Evan grimaces, noves to the side.
M kayl a takes a coupl e of steps..
EVAN
VWat if | tell you that I'’mreally,
really sorry?

M kayl a pauses, turns.

M KAYLA
Sorry for what?

Evan does not respond. M kayl a establishes eye contact with
him |ike she actually anticipates his answer.

M KAYLA
Sorry for what?

Evan stares at the huge bal d BOUNCER (40s), who approaches
silently fromthe back of the bar

The Bouncer rests his palmon M kayla' s shoul der.
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M kayl a | ooks shocked.

BOUNCER
Can | see your id ma’ anf

M KAYLA
Don't call nme ma’am and you
checked it an hour ago, when you
let ne in.

BOUNCER
| have to check it again. Sorry to
say this, but there are a | ot of
under-aged girls using fake ids.
| msure you' re not one of those,
but | have to be sure neverthel ess.

M kayl a grabs her id, hands it over to the Bouncer.
Bouncer eyes the card, rubs it with his fingers.

BOUNCER
Sorry to say this, but next tine
you want a beer, don’t change your
age to twenty one. That’s just too
much.

M kayl a | ooks desperate. She’s busted.

M KAYLA
Sorry, I’'lIl just leave and |’
never come back

M kayl a goes around the Bouncer, but he grabs her arm stops
her just before she gets anywhere near the exit.

M kayl a and the Bouncer trade | ooks.
Evan steps in!

EVAN
(to Bouncer)
My friend!

Evan grabs the Bouncer’s arm He's not intimdated by his
enor nous si ze.

EVAN
Pl ease, she’s with ne. She’'s
al ready having a hard tine with a
famly situation and | asked her to
cone here and have a drink with ne.
Trust nme, it won’t happen again.
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BOUNCER
So, she’'s.. Afamly friend, huh?

The Bouncer’s eyes dart |left and right between Evan and
M kayla. Is this true?

BOUNCER
(to Evan)
"1l let her stay, under one
condi tion. You keep an eye on her
for the rest of the night, and no
nore beer!

Evan slides his armaround M kayla’s waist, pulls her away
t he Bouncer.

Behi nd M kayl a’ s back, Evan fist-bunps the Bouncer. O
course, the whol e scene was staged!

Evan whi spers to Mkayla' s ear.

EVAN
Al'l 1"masking, is five mnutes of
your time.

M KAYLA
VWhy ?

EVAN

| saved your ass, didn't |?

M kayl a actually enjoys Evan’s nanner.

M KAYLA
| have to wake up pretty early
tonorrow. However 1’1l give you

five mnutes, but don't pretend you
saved ny ass.

EVAN
What ?

M kayl a | aunches a huge smle, ear to ear.
M KAYLA
| saw what the two of you did
behi nd ny back.

Evan shakes his head, a smle foll ows.
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| NT. WASHI NGTON - SEATTLE HOSPI TAL - REALITY #7(#2+#6) - DAY
M kayl a, drenched in sweat, junps out of bed.

Was this another dreanf? Yes, no? Can’t really tell.

She rubs her eyes, anxious, checks her |eg.

No pl aster cast around her knee, just a bandage, partially
bl ooded. Rubs it gently..

Curious, she renoves the bandage.

A few too many scratches reveal underneath, a purple bruise,
nothing to serious to worry about.

Both legs to the floor, she tries to stand.

Carter enters.

CARTER
Take it easy love, take it easy!

M KAYLA
Damm that bitch, she stepped on ny
| eg!

CARTER

|’ m sure she tried to dodge you.

M KAYLA
Most of themtry. Al of themfail.
That’ s nothing new to ne anynore.

Carter smles.
M kayl a stands up, she’s ready to | eave.

M KAYLA
Let’s go coach. | need to train.

Carter forces her to sit back down.
CARTER
No training today, relax, | have to
news for you dear.
M kayla is all ears.
CARTER

Renenber that agent, Hel en Mands?
She cane to see you, again
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M KAYLA

| know. | saw her.
CARTER

Any idea why she was there?
M KAYLA

That’ s her job. Scouting.
CARTER

Not exactly.

M kayla is curious. Her eyes glow Hope?

CARTER
Yes!

M kayl a, back on her feet, hugs Carter |ike never before.
CARTER
Medi cal exans tonorrow,
psychol ogi cal tests the day after.
| checked the contract nyself, no
nore col | ege stadiuns for you!
M kayl a breaks into tears.
It’s Carter’s turn to hug Mkayla tight...
CARTER
Take care of that leg, you |l need
it tonorrow
| NT. WASHI NGTON UNI VERSI TY - LECTURE HALL - REALITY #5 - DAY
Anot her class. Not a single enpty seat.
The audience is silent. So is Helen at the |ectern.
She daydreans, | ooks |ost in thought.

No one dares to tal k or anything, however students are
concerned, curious. Wat’s happeni ng?

Finally.
HELEN
Day three notes are al ready up.
Downl oad them read them

The students shoot |ooks right and |eft. Sonmething is out of
t he ordinary.
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HELEN
This is a perfect day, for a chat!

Audi ence groans and nunbl es. No nore sil ence.

HELEN
Wio was that person.

Hel en checks her notes.

HELEN
Nunmber hundred and two.

Once again, Stevenson is the center of attention.

HELEN
Donminant reality. These were your
wor ds, correct?

STEVENSON
Yes they were.

Hel en | ooks intrigued.

HELEN
Do you believe that this dom nant
reality you're referring to, is the
one we currently live in, or does
it constantly shift dependi ng on
our actions?

STEVENSON
Taking into account theories like
t he grandfather and twi n paradox or
even the Mandel a effect, | believe
we can’t really tell for sure, but
our actions.. Even the actions of
j ust one person, can change our
reality, our current universe. And
the nore actions we take, the nore
uni verses we create. However, we
don't knowif we live in the
dom nant one..

Hel en interrupts Stevenson abruptly.
HELEN
A uni que di nension for every
di stinct possibility.

Hel en munbl es, | oudly.
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HELEN
Nat ure of chaos and the root for
all uncertainty. Fromthe
perspective of a conscious being
this can be infinite!

Hel en rubs her face. Another question, for herself!

HELEN
| f anything can happen, do |
personal |y have the power to
achieve a desirable target? Wy
dr ean?

A short pause.
Back to addressing the audi ence.

HELEN
Interesting theory. A crappy one
nevert hel ess.

St evenson grinmaces, didn't see that com ng.
Sonme of the students dare to | augh.

HELEN
XK people, let’s put this theory in
the test nevertheless. Try to catch
up.

A huge BUZZ. Laptops are on fire, pens on standby.

HELEN
Every choice a |ife form makes can
i ndeed create a new parall el
di nension, and if you add up all of
one entity' s choices, the total is
incalculable for it is infinite.
This means that the di nension we
exist wthin is one exi stence of
which there are infinite
vari ations.

No one dares to answer this.

HELEN
X

Hel en checks her notes.
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HELEN
Nunber seventeen, can one live in a
di mrensi on of which there are no
variations and another live in a
di mension of infinite variations?

G RL NUMBER SEVENTEEN, not hi ng remar kabl e upon her, wastes
no tinme.

G RL NUMBER SEVENTEEN
The chances are infinite, so yes,
it is probable.

The girl who sits next to Grl Nunber Seventeen, M kayl a,
shakes her head in disbelief.

Hel en noti ces.
HELEN
Nunber ei ghteen you believe
ot herw se?

M kayl a, as arrogant as it can get..

M KAYLA
No chance. Eventually, one of these
realities will becone the dom nant
reality and the other will fade

away, conpletely ceasing to exist.
O it’s going to be sonething
like.. Al the previous realities
Wil assimlate with the dom nant
one.

Hel en | ooks nore inpressed than skeptical.

HELEN
The possibility that all of the
existing parallel realities can
sonmehow unify. Interesting
approach. Still sounds to ne like a
conspiracy theory though. Care to
el abor at e?

M KAYLA
It’s actually fairly sinple. If
your |ife' s dream was the Nobe
prize, you have earned your
dom nant reality. On the other hand
| always wanted to be a
prof essi onal athlete, which nmeans
this reality is not ny own dom nant
one, because | have failed. Qur
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M KAYLA
exi stence today, our common
reality, shapes on the basis of
your personal power to choose from
the infinite pool of possibilities,
and control the outcone, an outcone
not - so-random That bei ng said,
your cosmic aura or sonething is
stronger or let’s just say nore
i mportant than mne, so here we

are, you won, | lost, but still,
this is the real world for both of
us.

Hel en is out of words. That’s sonething new.

She wants to say sonething, but instead sets her jaw, says
not hi ng. She turns her back, noves to the whiteboard.

M kayl a, unexpectedly, goes on.

M KAYLA
O | sinply feel, deflated, just
because in the lottery of the
universe | didn't get the right
nunber. But you did. Or soneone
el se in here.

Hel en pauses for a nonent. Wites as she speaks.

HELEN
This is your assignment for next
week. Seat nunber, your life's
dream and how cl ose you are to
achieving it, scale one to ten. |
call this, the Santa C aus test.

Hel en turns, eyes her audience.
HELEN
| don’t want to read the story of
your life. Be precise, be concise.
Let’s find out who that person is.
Hel en rushes away.

Audi ence GROANS.
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| NT. WASHI NGTON - SEATTLE - SHRINK' S OFFI CE - REALITY #8
(#4+#1) - N GHT
Hel en sits stoic behind her desk.
M kayl a stands by the door, conpressed smle on her face.

M KAYLA
Can | cone in?

Hel en i s curi ous.

HELEN
M k? Didn’t know we had a neeting
schedul ed for today.

Reluctant at first, M kayla wal ks inside.
M KAYLA

Yes | know. Just dropped by cause
need to ask you sonet hi ng.

HELEN
And you couldn’t do it, over the
phone?

M KAYLA

Not really. It’s personal

Hel en intrigued, nods Mkayla to sit down.

HELEN
" mlistening.
M KAYLA
It’s about ny dream
HELEN
Go on.
M KAYLA

Renmenber when | was running next to
the river, and sonme boys were
t here..

M kayl a | oners head. A clunsy pause.

HELEN
And their girls.

M KAYLA

Yes, whatever. Let’s just stick to
one guy for now.
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HELEN
The one who tried to bl ock you.
M KAYLA
No, the other one!
HELEN
What about hinf
M KAYLA
Vell, last night. | actually net

hi m

Hel en is stunned, all ears neverthel ess.

HELEN
You net the guy from your dream
here, inreal |ife?
M KAYLA
Yes. | know this sounds crazy but..
HELEN
Wer e?
M KAYLA
Just after training. | had a drink,
just before | |eave, he cane and
tal ked to ne.
HELEN
And?
M kayl a wears her silliest grin.
M KAYLA
Well, I didn't |eave.
Helen is all ears.
HELEN

Don’t be shy. Did you talk to hinf
Did he tal k back? What did you talk

about ?

M KAYLA
Vell, | didn't |eave. And yes, we
t al ked.

Hel en, happy and excited, stands up.
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HELEN
| don’t say this very often, but
l"mreally proud of you Mk.

M kayla tries to speak a word, but..

HELEN
You see? That was not so hard!

M KAYLA
But |I'mafraid..

HELEN
Afraid of what?

M KAYLA
That he m ght be a distraction.

HELEN
Ch, | get it now

Hel en stand, beelines for Mkayla. Sits next to her.

HELEN
Well, froma scientific standpoint
yes, |ove can sonetines be a
di straction.

Hel en turns seri ous.

HELEN
Love can cause pain, stress, deepen
your greatest negative feelings,
enpower your weaknesses. And for a
long tinme I was |like you. So many
books, so much tine spent in
studying how to deal with ny
patients’ |love issues. Until a man
came to ny life. And he confirned
that no matter what science was
telling nme about what is right or
wrong, | cane to the concl usion
that | was personally getting
everything wong. You can’t talk
about |ove, if you..

M KAYLA
Never been there.

Hel en, back to her happy face.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 42.

HELEN
All 1’"msaying is that |ove can
only make you stronger. You have an
enpty spot in your heart M kayl a,
and your passion for soccer is not
enough to fill it up. Love on the
ot her hand, can.

Hel en noves back to her desk. Chat is over.

M KAYLA
Thank you doctor.

A single nod from Hel en, a goodbye sign.
M kayla retires. Just before she exits..

HELEN
Renmenber those thirty mnutes nore
of yours, thirty mnutes better?

M kayl a shakes head in affirmation.

HELEN
Love can’t hold you back, it can
only nove you forward. So now you
know, better spend those thirty
m nutes w ser next tine.

A smle escapes Mkayla s lips.

I NT. SWTZERLAND - CERN - CONFERENCE ROOM - REALITY #3 - DAY

The conference table is infested with people in BLACK SU TS
and WHI TE ROBES. This is nore of a verbal fight than a
friendly chat. Troubled faces, these guys’ speech volune is
t heir bi ggest weapon. Only one JUNI OR SCI ENTI ST (25) does
not look willing to engage in this madness; his face is

uncl ear to us, palnms over his face, a sign of despair.

A four-star GENERAL rushes in. Helen and Stevenson foll ow
short. Their presence kills the noise.

The three of themtake their places around the table.
The General cuts to the chase.
GENERAL
| don’t have nuch tinme, so please
be concise and crystal clear. Your

report states that we’'re m ssing
about sixteen point five percent of
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GENERAL . ,
the total anobunt of kinetic energy

used during the experinent. Few of
the President’s advisers were
utterly worried with your X-3
report, this is why he sent ne here
in the mddle of the night, so
refrain the scientific crap and | et
me know why this is so damm

i nportant.

Hel en nods Stevenson to start the briefing.

STEVENSON
General, the | aw of energy
conservation states that the tota
energy of an isolated system
remai ns al ways constant. In other
words energy can neither be created
nor destroyed. It can only be
transfornmed or transferred from one
formto anot her

The General interrupts Stevenson abruptly.

St evenson

There's a

GENERAL
Conme on Doctor, get in there. I'm
aware with the | aws of
t her nodynam cs. \Were did that
energy go?

STEVENSON
(hesi tant)
Well, General, we assune..

GENERAL
Don't tell ne what you assune. Tel
me what you know. Wat you’'re
hundred per cent sure of.

trades | ooks with Hel en.

STEVENSON
General, we’'re not sure of
anything. At the nonent, we have a
coupl e theories, specul ations.

GENERAL
Is this really your best answer?

clumsy pause as if Stevenson is al nost chall engi ng

himsel f to say sonething but he sets his jaw, says nothing.
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At the sight of Stevenson’s silence, the scientists around
t he tabl e expl ode. The verbal war starts again. Nothing
real |y makes sense.

The General is stunned; didn't expect any of this.
Hel en springs up with a jolt.

HELEN
Silence! Al of you!

SHOUTS and SCREAMS fade away.
Hel en flicks a glance at Stevenson who wat ches apprehensi ve.

HELEN
Ceneral, ninety per cent of the
greatest mnds on this world are
wor ki ng on this as we speak, but
for now, all we have, is three
di fferent explanations. Three
| ogical alternatives, considering
t han our know edge around the
secrets of our universe is stil
very limted. And the nost probable
t heori es anong these, they're
described in our X-1 and X-2
reports. | want to be crystal clear
on this. Qur problemis the anount
of the m ssing energy, not the
m ssing energy itself.

GENERAL
Wiy is that?

Hel en eyes Stevenson.

HELEN
(to Stevenson)
Doct or .
STEVENSON

This is sonething very comon with
particle detectors sir. M ssing
energy is carried by particles that
do not interact with the

el ectromagnetic or strong forces
and thus are not easily detectable,
nost notably neutrinos. To be nore
precise, the initial nomentum of
the colliding partons along the
beam axis is not known, as the
energy of each hadron is split and
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STEVENSON _
constantly exchanged between its

constituents, so the anmpbunt of
total m ssing energy cannot be
determ ned. However, the initia
energy in particles traveling
transverse to the beamaxis is
zero, SO any net nmonentumin the
transverse direction indicates
m ssing transverse energy.

Hel en junps in.

HELEN
Here conme our ghost particles.
After the initial collision, we add
up all of the particle vectors that
we can see, and assign the neutrino
what ever nonmentum we need to end up
with zero. And this is the
consensus around m ssi ng energy.
However, this is definitely not the
case here. Neutrinos, cannot
possi bly account for sixteen point
si Xty seven per cent of the m ssing
energy. There is no | ogi cal
expl anation, the neutrinos are not
responsi ble for that vast anount of
| ost monentum It could be dark
matter, a light super-symretric
particle or some other exotic thing
we haven’t even dreaned up yet, we
just don’t know for sure.

The Ceneral | ooks confused. The scientific term nology seens

to be over

St evenson

hi s head.

GENERAL
Dark matter, exotic shit, | can't
foll ow you guys.

takes the | ead from Hel en.

STEVENSON
You see Ceneral, nost of the matter
in our universe appears to have
gone m ssing. Cosnol ogi sts,
astrophysici sts, and astrononers
can’t find it. Worldw de data
suggests that five percent of the
uni verse, is actually visible.
Anot her sixty eight consists of
dark forces and pure energy, wth
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~ STEVENSON
t he remai nder, twenty seven per

cent, dedicated to dark matter. We
just cannot track it down..

The General interrupts Stevenson again.

GENERAL
This | can understand. So why
worry?

Hel en wears her authoritative | ook.

HELEN
| don’t worry. Evan does.

GENERAL
Evan?

Heads snap left and right, everyone around the table gazes
at the young scientist who gently renoves his palns fromhis
face. Meet Evan, young and resolute, a man who appears to
[ive in his own world.

HELEN
(to the General)
Don’t let that young face of his
fool you. He's one of our
bri ghtest, but al so one of our
craziest.

GENERAL
Funny. That’s the exact sanme words
t hat NASA guy used.

The General trades | ooks with Evan.

GENERAL
So you' re the one behind the X-3
report. Explain it to ne.

EVAN
Actually, it’'s pretty
straightforward sir. Sixteen point
si xty seven per cent times six,
makes us one hundred per cent. SiXx
tinmes we tracked down rising heat
spi kes, uni que noi se registers,
symmetri cal vel ocity signatures.
That' s evidence fromsix collision
events. Add to this that we’'re all
awar e about the ability of quantum
particles being able to occupy two
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EVAN
states seem ngly at once, neaning
both states are able to co-exist in
different universes. So why are we
afraid to just speak the truth?

Deaf eni ng sil ence.

STEVENSON
| nstead of a collapse in which
guantum particl es choose to occupy
one state or another, they in fact
occupy both, sinultaneously.

Hel en wears his silliest grin.

HELEN
This is what we call science
fiction, not science boys.

The General pays no attention to Hel en.

GENERAL
(to Evan)
Wi ch neans what exactly? Use
English this tine.

Evan | ooks so confident.

EVAN
Whi ch neans, that the experinent
was i ndeed a success, but it didn’t
run just once as we planned, it run
six fucking tinmes before we shut it
down.

Evan takes a deep breath. No one el se | ooks eager to speak
anot her word.

EVAN
We created six realities. Six.
Paral lel, unique, different.
MUMBLI NG and GROANING turn into SHOUTING The fight is back
on. Again, everyone SCREAMS hi s opi nion.
| NT. WAKEMED SOCCER PARK - GYM - REALITY #7- DAY

North Carolina Courage soccer team | ogo everywhere around.

This is not the average Joe’'s gym
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A professional treadm Il in the mddle, huge TV nonitors
around it, all types of cables litter the floors.

M kayl a, oxygen mask attached to her face, a few other
cabl es connected to her body, she’s put to the test.

Hel en stares at the three hyperactive PHYSI CI ANS who check
every single line of data on their screens. Carter sits at
t he back, anxi ous.

The only sound in there, the SLAPPI NG noi se of Mkayla’'s
sneakers on the treadm | |’'s rubber surface.

Hel en nods.
The noving belt increases speed.

M kayl a adjusts. She is not inpressed. The runni ng deck
poses no threat to her.

A thunbs up froma Physician follows a smle from Hel en

HELEN
K guys, | think we’'re done here.
Treadm || shuts off, Mkayla | owers her pace.

M kayla' s | egs cone to a stop.
A huge smle, Mkayla trades joyful |ooks with Carter.
HELEN
| mpressive. Catch your breath and
foll ow me pl ease.
M kayl a, stoic, gets off the treadm ||, follows Hel en.

Carter is on the nove too.

| NT. WAKEMED SOCCER PARK - X RAY ROOM - REALITY #7 - DAY
Adj acent room Walls white as chal k. The x-ray nachi ne.
HELEN
Renmove your shoes and socks, it
won't take nore than five m nutes
| ove.

Shoes and shocks are off, Mkayla slides horizontally into
t he x-ray machi ne.
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CARTER
Cl ose your eyes, you' Il feel
better.

M KAYLA
Don’t worry coach. I’mall good.
This is ny tinme. Plus, | don’t
wanna mss a thing.

Hel en escorts Carter outside.

I NT. WASHI NGTON UNI VERSI TY - LECTURE HALL - REALITY #5 - DAY

Hel en besides the lectern. There is nore silence in there,
t han an abandoned norgue.

Next to her, a waste bin. At the far back, the blackboard is
covered with a huge black cloth of sone kind.

Hel en goes through a bunch of papers. They' re stacked in
four packs.

HELEN
Hundred and thirty four, have a
dream of becomng a billionaire.

Hel en shoots a smling | ook at her audience.

HELEN
| have news for you, you're in the
wrong busi ness. Trash.

Hel en throws the first pack into the bin.

HELEN
Fifty seven. Actors, nodels,
doct ors.
Hel en wears her silliest grin.
HELEN

A few surgeons and
anest hesi ol ogi sts, three nmen in
here want to becone gynecol ogi sts?

A few sm | es.

HELEN
| adm re your honesty people, but
st udyi ng advanced physics has
nothing to do with becom ng a
physician! O a beauty queen.
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A GROANI NG out bur st .
Hel en quickly kills it with a hand gesture.
Second pack of papers, to the trash bin.
HELEN
Astronauts, fighter jet pilots, a
submari ne conmander

Hel en cannot hi de her surprise.

HELEN
Lawyers, two sal es nmanagers, a
mercenary? Well, | can see the

originality in the latter, but read
my lips. What the fuck peopl e? Wat
t he fuck?

Third pack to the trash.
HELEN
VWhat remmins, is fourteen
interesting answers. And this is
what we’'re going to work with.
Hel en noves next to the whiteboard. She renoves the cloth.

On the bl ackboard, there are three word-filled col ums.
Fourteen rows that include professions, seat nunbers and a
nunmber fromone to ten

ON THE WH TEBQARD
Col um one, anong others; elite screenwiter, cern |ead
scientist, infanmous soccer player, shrink, officer of the
science and tech adviser, sports agent, nucl ear physicist,
i nventor, forensic scientist..
Colum two; 12, 102, 18, 201, 45, 91, 154..
Colum three; 8, 9, 8 9, 9, 7, 8..
BACK TO SCENE
HELEN

Fourteen dreans, fourteen seats,

just those who seemto believe

they’re so close in achieving them

Hel en pauses. A deep breath.
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HELEN
What’' s interesting enough, is that
one of those matches ny own.

Crowd turns curious, MJMBLES.

HELEN
You won’t figure it out. But you're
wel come to try nevert hel ess.

Munbl i ng di es.

HELEN
So, let’s begin with our
screenwiter. Take notes peopl e,
this is your honmework.

Hel en checks her notes, shoots | ooks left and right for the
screenw it er - wannabe.

Pens and | aptops are on fire.

HELEN
Nurmber twelve wants to wite the
next best thing in Hollywod, a
bl ockbuster for the ages. She
bel i eves that she’s close, eight
out of ten. So nunmber twelve, what
does an ei ght neans for you?

All eyes on the black short-hair tonmboy NUVBER TWELVE (20).

NUVBER TWELVE
| have optioned three screenpl ays
so far, |ow budget nostly, | have
an manager who works for a big
agency, have finished another
el even features and about thirty
shorts so far, so | guess, it’'s
just a matter of tine.

Hel en | ooks i npressed.

HELEN
| " m curious, what nmakes a witer
great? In your opinion?

NUVBER TVELVE
Vi sion, confidence, resilience to
failure, good know edge of the
i ndustry, hope..
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HELEN
And what makes a screenplay great?

NUVBER TWELVE
A conpel ling story, powerful
characters, desire, a character’s
journey, the climax, crisis,
t ragedy. .

HELEN
And consi dering you have the skills
and wi sdom around all these, you're
still here and not back hone
witing. Wiy is that?

NUVBER TWELVE
Witing is ny hobby. And ny hobby
currently can’t pay all of ny
bills.

HELEN
Makes sense.

Hel en takes a few steps backwards. Stares at her students.

HELEN
So, nunber twel ve sounds sensi bl e,
she lives in the sane reality that
the Tarantinos, the Scorseses, the
Cohens, the Coppol as, the Kaufmans
and a few others dom nate the
i ndustry, yet she believes that she
can junp on the bandwagon sooner or
later. Is there a chance she w |
nmake it? Is there sonme other
uni verse that she has al ready
achi eved her drean? Is there
anyt hing that can change her
future, her destiny in this
reality? Can she energe fromthe
bottom of the pile, and beconme an
award winning witer? In any
pr obabl e uni verse?

No one speaks a single word. Not even Nunber twelve | ooks
willing to answer this.

HELEN
This is one nore of those dammed
lists dom nated by nen. So, who
believes that she will an Gscar
sonme day, huh? Anyone? No one?

M kayl a dares the unthi nkabl e, raises hand.
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HELEN
Yes, nunber eighteen?

M KAYLA
Di abl o Cody di d.

Hel en, surprised, thinks hard for
expect this!

HELEN
Was she.. bl ack?

M KAYLA

an answer ;

No. But | don’'t think that the
uni verse gave a shit about the

col or of her skin back i
Hel en chokes back her frustration.

HELEN
It’s not that sinple.

M kayl a engages, agai n.

M KAYLA

n the day.

Actually that’'s the easy part. Wat
is hard, is for you to accept the
reality that only one in here wll

eventually win, and we just can't
tell who that person will be. Maybe
it will be here, who knows.

Hel en rai ses hand.

HELEN
That’ s enough. You made

Si | ence.

your point.

she didn't

53.

Hel en gazes at M kayla, she’s not a fan of her cocki ness.

HELEN

What ever. That was our first case
study people, it’s up to you to

deci de whet her her real

ty will be

t he dom nant one, when conpared to
the rest of our lab rats.
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I NT. WASHI NGTON - SEATTLE - SHRINK' S OFFI CE - REALITY #8 -
DAY

M kayla angrily chews her gumlike she wants to fall out of
her nmouth. Hel en noti ces.

HELEN

s it anxiety, or this is just you?
M KAYLA

The | atter.
HELEN

In that case, | don't like it.

Hel en grabs the trash bin next to her desk, brings it
forward, just an inch away M kayl a s nout h.

M kayl a spits out the gum | ooks annoyed.

HELEN
Can | ask you you’re always so
angry?

M KAYLA
" mnot angry. |’ m determ ned.

HELEN
You just spit out the gumlike you
wanna draw sone blood girl. That’s
definitely not determ nation

M KAYLA
You forced ne to do sonething |
didn't |ike.

HEL EN

Do you always act |ike that?

M KAYLA
Do you always force people to do
sonet hing against their will?

HELEN
Do you always act like a jerk when
you do sonet hing wong, |ike for

I nstance when you nmess up in
training? You hate taking orders
right?

M kayl a i s speechl ess.
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HELEN
No one is perfect. You nake
m stakes, that’s all. But when

soneone corrects you, offers you a
pi ece of advice, you just tell them

to fuck off.

M KAYLA
You' re wrong. Soccer is ny life. |
train hard to be the best, | give
everything every single tine the
ball is in front of ne..

Once again, Helen interrupts M kayla abruptly.

HELEN
Yeah, yeah, | get it. But | didn't
ask you that. Let nme rephrase ny
guestion. Perhaps you can answer
this better than before. D d that
boy you net the other day nake you
feel any better? Did it distract
you from achi eving your dreanf? \Wat
el se do you wanna do wi th your
life, when you' re not on the
football pitch? Don’t you want a
fam ly? Kids? Is there anything
el se than just soccer?

M KAYLA
No, not really. Al | care about is
be healthy, play ball.

Hel en smirks.

HELEN
You don’t take this seriously, do
you?

Ni kayl a responds with a funny gri mace. Who cares?
Hel en turns, nmunbles silently.
HELEN
Maybe a Prozac can change your
per spective about life.
Hel en catches the nmunbl e.
M KAYLA
The roar of the crowd is better

than any drug to nme doc. You can
keep your Prozac. The rush of a
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M KAYLA
goal, the spirit of the gane, a hot

dog and a pop. For me, that's
heaven on earth right there.

HELEN
And this is why you see yourself
failing MKk. Your dreans are not
sonme random ot herwor | dly
projections of the future that
occur involuntarily..

M kayla grins, her weird | ooks is priceless.

HELEN
Be a soccer star in not everything.
You think you nmade a deal with the
uni verse or the devil to be the
best. And you try hard to make it
happen. Well, | have news for you
girl. Your dreamis there to kick
you in the nuts every tine you
think failure is some deal breaker.
You don’t need to be afraid about
some career ending injury, but you
need to eval uate the neans to get
to the top, no matter the obstacles
you face. Even if sone bad shit
happens, it will be there to rem nd
you the obvious. Live your life to
t he max, enjoy our species’ nost
fascinating benefits, nake friends,
enjoy love.. Do things.. Cause
football is not everything.

M kayl a | ooks irritated.

M KAYLA
W call it soccer, not football

HELEN
(frustrated)
Jesus girl!

M kayl a turns serious.

M KAYLA
| know what you’' re saying. Think of
soccer when I'’mon the pitch, rest
of the day, think of everything
el se.
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HELEN
Bul I s eye!

I NT. SWTZERLAND - CERN - CONFERENCE ROOM - REALITY #3 - DAY

Sone kind of a sterile, safe room A four people neeting
t akes place; General, Helen, Stevenson and Evan.

Ceneral |ooks utterly worried. He violently rubs his face,
scratches head, stares at his fingers, clenches fists;
everyt hi ng upon suggests he struggles to fathom Evan’'s
surreal approach

GENERAL
(to Evan)
Let’s accept for a nonent that your
theory is correct, and they're

wr ong. .
EVAN

There is no other |ogica

explanation sir. I'’mright and

they’ re wong, no doubt about that.
Hel en engages. Not the best nonent to do that..

HELEN
That’ s some crazy ass theory you
canme up..

General shuts her down.

CENERAL
St op.

CGeneral turns to Stevenson.

GENERAL
What do you believe?

Hesitant at first, Stevenson breaks his poker face.

STEVENSON
In the md-twentieth century, the
many worlds theory first specul ated
that nultiple versions of reality
branch out from one another as
distinct entities existing in
di screte | ocations, w thout any
i nteraction. However, there is
anot her, newer theory, which
suggests that all of these infinite
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. STEVENSON
mul ti pl e worl ds overlap and occupy

t he sane region of tine and space
si mul taneously, just |ike a quantum
state.

GENERAL
You' re tal king about nultiple
wor | ds exi sting sinultaneously. Are
there any differences anong thenf

STEVENSON
Al'l possibilities nust be taken
into account. For exanple, in sone
uni verses the dinosaur-killing
asteroid mssed Earth. In others,
Sout h Anerica was col oni zed by the
Greeks. Under this interpretation,
some worlds in parallel universes
woul d be nearly identical. In
others, the Butterfly Effect is
responsi ble for conpletely
di fferent outcones.

pauses. He eyes Evan, nods himto go on.

EVAN
Each universe is equally real; it
isn’t that one universe is the
truth while others are bizarre
copies or lesser in any way.

General | ooks confused.

GENERAL
So there is a chance we created
sone parallel universes with
di nosaurs infesting our planet for
exanple? Is this what you're
sayi ng?

HELEN
No. They’'re tal ki ng about the
Mandel a ef fect.

GENERAL
VWhat’' s that?

Hel en gazes at Evan and Stevenson |ike she asks for
perm ssion to take the | ead.

Per mi ssi on granted.
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HELEN
Over tine a few mnor details
surroundi ng significant events, and
therefore our perception of these
events, m ght sonmehow change and
may continue to inprove in the
years ahead. In other words, the
space-tinme continuumthat appears
to be the backbone of our
col l ective, three-dinensional,
physical reality m ght have a
ripple init. It also may have
produced a sister, parallel
uni verse, which has birthed
di fferent scenarios, events,
identities, constructs, and
rel ati onshi ps.

EVAN
It mght also nean that our tiny,
insignificant brains are slowy
evaporating and can no | onger
handl e every detail that flashes
across our eyes. As we forget
events, out of fear, we attenpt to
reassenble themin our inperfect
m nds.

Gener al shakes head in disbelief.

Deaf eni ng

GENERAL
And there is no way we're able to
identify then? See then? Touch
t hen? Feel thenf

HELEN
No. We’'re tal king about dinensions
beyond | ength, breadth, depth and
time, we're tal king about sone
i nsanel y huge nunbers of energy,
where particles can be tracked
di sappearing and then reappearing
back into the classical four. And
paral | el universes are hidden
within these dinensions but in a
gravitational variety in which
i ght cannot be propagated, a fact
whi ch nakes it nearly inpossible to
expl ore them

si |l ence.

Hel en takes a deep breath.
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HELEN
Yes. It’s a theory. Perhaps a
possi bl e one, but unquesti onably
not the case here. And I'mw lling
to bet my bottomdollar on this.

St evenson and Evan renmain speechl ess. They don’t seem
wlling to take a stand agai nst Hel en.

GENERAL
You're willing to bet your place
here as project |eader?
Hel en, disturbed, braves her frustration.
HELEN
(confident)
If 1"’mwong, Dr. Stevenson can
take nmy pl ace.
GENERAL
Fai r enough.
| NT. WAKEMED SOCCER PARK - X RAY ROOM - REALITY #7 - DAY
A continuous BUZZ, random CLICKS every now and t hen.

M kayla' s head is the only part of her body that survives
t he X- RAY machi ne’ s radi ation.

Drenched in sweat, her seal ed eyes watch a dream
EXT. WASHI NGTON - SOVE BEACH - REALITY #1 - DAY (DREAM
SEQUENCE)

It looks like Mkayla s initial training drill; sane beach,
sane outfit, sanme accessori es.

This time however, her face is different; anxious, worried.
Can’'t really tell why, perhaps it’'s all about nuscle pain.

Ccean BULGES. Sane wave. Ri ses.

M kayl a notices, gets rid of her backpack and headphones,
storns away the ragi ng wave.

The water is faster than M kayla, her eyes dart back and
forth between the wave and the endl ess beach.

The water in next to her.

She staggers, survives the fall
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One last tine, she | ooks backwards at the wave..

END DREAM SEQUENCE

I NT. WASHI NGTON UNI VERSI TY - LECTURE HALL - REALITY #5 - DAY
Lots of GROANI NG and MJUMBLI NG

Hel en’ s happy face is on.

HELEN
Really, this is not a joke people,
| just don’t get it. | don’t have a

problemw th that person anong you
who wants to be a janitor, maybe
it’s sone kind of famly tradition,
but studyi ng advanced physics, how
can that hel p? Plus, that man
thinks he’s so far away from
achieving his dream A five?

Real ly, a five?

Hel en turns sarcastic.

HELEN
| wonder, is it so hard to get a
janitor’s degree nowadays?

Crowd expl odes in LAUGHTER

Hel en rai ses hand, every single noise fromthe audi ence
gently fades away.

HELEN
Even if the theory of what we're
di scussi ng here today, the theory
of parallel, alnost identical
tinmelines exist, there is no chance
such a prom nent student |ike
your sel f, whoever you are, is a
janitor over there.

A hand rises, that's Stevenson’s.

HELEN
Yes, nunber one-Otwo?

STEVENSON
We cannot rule out the possibility
that in sonme other universe South
America was col oni zed by the
G eeks, or the dinosaur-killing
asteroid m ssed Earth, can we?
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HELEN
No, we cannot possibly know.

STEVENSON
So it’s not utterly inpossible for
our friend in this roomto be a
janitor sonmewhere else, is it?

Hel en clears throat. She doesn’'t ook willing to engage with
St evenson over this.

HELEN
And that brings us to specinmen
one-O-two. That is you, isn't it?

This is Stevenson’s nunber indeed. He remains speechl ess.

Fun chat is over, this is Helen's new case study. Pens and
| aptops are ready to do their job.

HELEN
So, seeing you here instead of
Swi tzerl and, neans that this is not
your dom nant reality, is it?

STEVENSON
Can't really tell.

HELEN
And what this neans exactly?

Hel en points to the board.

HELEN
| can see a nine there.

STEVENSON
|’ ve been a CERN partner for the
| ast seven years, just not a
proj ect |eader yet.

HELEN
(munbl es)
You' re just unlucky | assune.

STEVENSON
Luck has nothing to do with it. In
all the projects | participated,
the | ead scientists were better
than nme, end of story. And this is
why | keep studying nore and nore,
so | becone better and one day,
| ead nmy own project.
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Hel en takes a break, thinks of her next words carefully.

HELEN
I n what kind of projects do you
work on? Currently.

STEVENSON
Advanced physics. Miltiverse
t heory.

Hel en sm rks.

HELEN
Well, that explains it.

STEVENSON
Expl ai ns what ?

HELEN
Your shocki ng wi sdom

Hel en pauses, a deep breath.
HELEN
So, one-O-two is close or not? Is

this his domnant reality and we’'re
dooned, or not?

Some students gaze at Stevenson, others take notes. Yes, he
| ooks like the winner so far in this experinent.

Hel en eyes the board.

HELEN
Nunmber ei ghteen, what say you?
M KAYLA
Well, he |ooks Iike a winner to ne.

At | east so far!

HELEN
So your dreamis dead, right?

M KAYLA
No, not really. Unless I.

M kayla s lips still nove, however we can’t listen to what
she says. Strangely enough, tine pauses for everyone el se..

CUT TGO
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EXT. WASHI NGTON - SOVE BEACH - REALITY #1 - DAY ( DREAM
SEQUENCE)

M kayl a stares at the wave, shuts her eyes.
Sand on the beach turns into a green field s |awn..

FADE TO BLACK
Carter’s ragi ng SCREAM

CARTER
Junp!

FADE | N:

EXT. WASHI NGTON - KENNEW CK - KAM AKIN H GH SCHOOL - REALITY
#6 - DAY

The attacker’s shoe studs neet Mkayla's knee, crash it.

M kayl a’ s body slanms down to the ground. SCREAMS in pain.
She grabs her knee, tears of despair slide down her face.

END DREAM SEQUENCE

| NT. WAKEMED SOCCER PARK - X RAY ROOM - REALITY #7 - DAY

Bul gi ng eyes suggest M kayla’s nightmare is over. She | ooks
petrified, that dreamfelt so real

The X-ray machi ne shuts down. No nore noi se, no not hing.
Hel en storns inside, Carter follows her short.
HELEN
That was it. WIIl have the results
in ten mnutes. Get dressed!
Carter stares at Mkayla, identifies her frightened face.

Carter hel ps M kayl a up.

CARTER
Are you OK | ove?

M KAYLA

(munbl es)
Yes coach, |'mfine.
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HELEN
She’s so excited that's all!

M kayla forces herself a smle

I NT. SW TZERLAND - CERN - HELEN S OFFI CE - REALITY #3 - DAY

Hel en gazes at her wall, a single letter-size page hangs
fromher trenbling palm

A KNOCK on the door.
Hel en turns, her voice is filled with sorrow.

HELEN
Yes?

STEVENSON (V. Q)
It’s me Doctor.

Hel en nmoves next to her desk, sits down.
She adj usts her hands in a | owered steeple position.

HELEN
Come i n.

Stevenson enters, a |arge pack of papers under his arm his
face so serious.

He | ooks stunned by Hel en’s cal m behavi or, perhaps afraid of
some sudden out burst of hers, |ooks hesitant to say a word.

Hel en eyes the paper file.

HELEN
|s that..?

STEVENSON
Yes. The DoD report.

More sad than death hinself, Helen eyes her wall.

HELEN
You think they nmade the right call?

STEVENSON
Can’'t really tell.

HELEN
Sure you can.
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St evenson remai ns speechl ess. He doesn’t look willing to
engage in any kind of verbal duel.

HELEN
Conme on, at |east give ne this. Do
you actually think we fucked up? W
changed the future? Qur future?

Stevenson’ hesitant stance shifts into a confident one; head
up, chin out, one palmgrips the other behind his back.

STEVENSON
No, we didn't change any future.
But Evan’s report, his data
anal ysis, provides a solid answer
to our m ssing energy.

HELEN
So we didn’'t change anything, just
created sonet hi ng new, yet
sonething we will never find out.

STEVENSON
Maybe.

Hel en and Stevenson trade | ooks. A nonent w thout words.

STEVENSON
However, DoD acted poorly.
HELEN
What do you nean?
STEVENSON
Me instead of you? Really?
HELEN
Don’t underesti mte yourself
Doct or .
STEVENSON
l"mnot. Al I'"’msaying is that |
w Il never achi eve what you have

done so far. It’s not about
scientific know edge you know, it’s
al so about | eadership, guts and the
wll to take this one step further.
They acted poorly Helen, they

shoul dn’t have renoved you from
this project.

Hel en feels justified pride..
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HELEN
Thank you.

Hel en stands up, gets next to her wall, eyes the bl ank space
bet ween her pictures.

St evenson knows what this is reserved for, smrks.
STEVENSON
Per haps you get that Nobel prize in
one of the parallel worlds you
created.
Hel en turns, wears her silliest grin.

HELEN
Who cares about a Nobel ?

St evenson i S curi ous.

STEVENSON
Then what is it for?

Hel en | ooks [ ost in thought. Myves next to the w ndow.

EXT. SW TZERLAND - CERN - REALITY #3 - DAY
One of those busy days.
SCl ENTI STS pour left and right, anxious to get to work.

The sane Bicyclist draws her attention, he races for dear
life, ignores everyone on his path.

The pedestrians dive left and right, Bicyclist goes through
them Wth her back turned to the incom ng danger, the
Tonboy performnms sone basketball dribbling routine with her
soccer ball

Bicycle is just a nonent away the Tonboy.

| NT/ EXT. SW TZERLAND - CERN - HELEN S OFFI CE - REALITY #3 -
DAY

Hel en wat ches everything, renmains apathetic neverthel ess.

HELEN (V. O.)
Al wonen have a fate.

The soccer ball hits sone kind of an invisible stone on the
road, Tomboy | oses control of it.
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HELEN (V. O.)
However, very few manage to shape
it thensel ves.

Bal | bani shes si deways.

HELEN (V. Q)
And there are even |l ess, colored as
mysel f. Yes, we will always

struggl e.
The Bicyclist hits the brakes.
The Tonboy swiftly noves sideways, goes after her ball.

HELEN (V. Q)
Yet, every now and then, there wll
be one that will have the universe
on her side.

The bicycl e passes by an inch away the Tonboy, no crash this
ti me, no nothing.

HELEN (V. Q)
And up until now, | was under the
inpression that it was on m ne.

The Tonboy grabs the ball, stares at Helen's office.

Tonboy | aunches a smrk.

I NT. SWTZERLAND - CERN - HELEN S OFFI CE - REALITY #10 (#3)
- DAY

Hel en retires her out-of-the-w ndow vi ew.

HELEN
This is a nen"s world Doctor and
such a world has no place for a
bl ack queen to rule, just white
kings left and right. You asked ne,

what | want the nost. Well, | want
one of those shiny |eather thrones
no woman has ever possessed, | want

one of the holy grails of nen, |
want the mddle seat in the

gr andst ands not some random one at
the cheap seats. | want everyone to
| ook at me, and say You're the man
Hel en, you’'re the man!

St evenson is puzzled. What is she tal ki ng about ?
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STEVENSON
| mnot sure what throne you're
tal king about, but 1'm dead certain

that such a day will cone sooner or
later, and you will totally Captain
Kirkin it.
Hel en grabs that single page, noves next to her wall, pins

it to the enpty space.

She shoots a thankful | ook at Stevenson, retires her office.

| NT. WAKEMED SOCCER PARK - CONFERENCE ROOM - REALI TY
#O(#7+#1) - DAY

The conference roomis just a round table and four chairs.
The only non-white thing in there, the hone teanis | ogo on
the wal .

Carter and M kayla are dead silent, yet their eyes speak so
much, obviously they tal k about the nedical results.

Hel en storns inside, paper file in hand, sits down. Her
worried face suggests that sonething is going w ong.

An x-ray slides on the table, Helen stares at M kayl a.

HELEN
You never told ne you broke your
|l eg not too | ong ago.

Carter and M kayl a trade shocked | ooks.
Carter sounds definite.

CARTER
What are you tal ki ng about? She
never broke her |eg!

M kayl a sounds iffy about this, yet her brain |ooks |ike
wor ki ng overti ne.

M KAYLA
| just injured ny | eg once or
tw ce, but never broke it. This,
this can’t be for real.

M kayl a eyes Carter, |ooks desperate.

M KAYLA
Coach, what is she tal ki ng about?
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CARTER
Listen to nme, this is a joke. Let’s
run the test again. One nore tine.

HELEN
There is no point. My boss called
this off already.
M kayla s tears are all the words her nouth can’t say.

Carter is angry.

CARTER
Run the test again. That’'s just
crap. I'mtelling you.

Hel en takes a deep breath.

CARTER
Come on, give her another chance!
Pl ease!

HELEN
Sorry.

Carter hugs Mkayla tight.
Hel en stares at M kayl a, grins decisively.
HELEN
| want you to know that | have
great faith in you Mk. | give you
my word, | won't stop trying

Hel en feels Mkayla s face, establishes eye contact.

HEL EN
Take the week off, get sone rest.
When you conme back, I’'Il be ready

for you. And I want you to be ready
for nme too.

M kayl a nods in affirmation.

Hel en retires.

| NT. WASHI NGTON - SEATTLE - SHRINK' S OFFI CE - REALITY #8 -
DAY

A knock on the door.
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HELEN
Cone.

M kayl a enters, she | ooks so scruffy and untidy. She nobves
to her couch, sits down, doesn’t speak a word.

More curious than shocked about her |ooks, Hel en engages.

HELEN
What an interesting new | ook! How
much did you pay for that hair?

M kayl a says not hi ng.

HELEN
And these clothes, did you nug a
honel ess or somet hi ng?

M kayl a can’t take this anynore.
M KAYLA
Yeah, be the reason one nore person
cries today. Be a cunt.
Hel en is not inpressed.
HELEN
So, you didn’'t just steal soneone’s
cl othes, you got his manners too.
M kayl a shuts it. Sadness dom nates her.

Hel en notices, turns serious. She knows M kayla wants to get
it out of her system

HELEN
Wanna tell ne what happened? Was it
Evan?
M KAYLA
No.
HELEN
What then?
M KAYLA

Can't really tell

HELEN
You can’t or you don’t want to?
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M KAYLA

You won’'t believe ne.
HELEN

Try ne.
M KAYLA

| didn't pass the nedical tests.
HELEN

Real | y? Why?
M KAYLA

The x-rays. They saw it.
HELEN

Your knee.
M KAYLA

Yes.
HELEN

And they let you go? Over an injury
that took place |like ten years ago?

M KAYLA
| lost everything.

Hel en noves next to M kayla, grabs her palm

HELEN
You can’t be serious.

M KAYLA
|"mretiring. And yes, ny decision
is final.

Hel en | aunches a snil e.

HELEN
You know, the very first time we
met, | thought that you were one of

t hose crazy young bitches who
aren’t able to distinguish an
illusion fromreality. | was under
t he inpression that you were
drowning in a sea of dreans,
otherworldly fantasies, but for you
everything was real. But since

t hen, deep inside ne, | always
knew.
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M KAYLA
Knew what ?

HELEN
You're afraid so nmuch of reality,
that you crafted these dreans of
yours just to hide underneath,
you’ re using netaphors for
everything you can’t fathom don’t
have an answer, or you just don’t
want to deal wth

M KAYLA
And that’s your expert opinion
after fourteen sessions?

HELEN
The wave killing you. Those coupl es
on the beach. That night out with

Evan!
M kayl a rubs her face. Fixes her hair.

M KAYLA
Evan is real you know. | did have a
drink with him

HELEN
s he?

M KAYLA
Yes.

Hel en noves back to her desk.

HELEN
That’ s very interesting.

Hel en checks her notes.

Agai n, and again, goes through everything, |ike |ooking for
sonmething in there.

HELEN
So, if Evan is actually real, how
did you break your leg in the first
pl ace?

M kayl a wears her serious face.

M KAYLA
A guy on a bicycle. He ran over ne
when | was fourteen. | never saw

hi m com ng. Busted ny knee.
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Hel en pauses for a nonent. Chooses her next words carefully.

HELEN
Are you sure Evan is an actua
person? Are you certain he’s not

anot her . .
M KAYLA

Anot her fignment of ny inmagination?
HELEN

Yes.
M KAYLA

Nope. He is real alright.

| NT. WASHI NGTON UNI VERSI TY - LECTURE HALL - REALITY #11 (#5)
- DAY

The only source of light is the projector’s.

Various scientific data and conplicated equations rock the
screen. In the mddle of all this nmath madness, there are
two concentric circles; the outer circle reads 'observable
uni verse’, the inner one reads ’'problens’.

Hel en is not there, the Young Student stands next to the
| ectern, his laptop is on. It’s not his first lecture, yet
hi s nervous face suggests he can’t screw this up.

YOUNG STUDENT
To date, the notion of parallel
uni verses or a nultiverse or
what ever, renmains purely
hypot heti cal. There exists no
observed or experinental evidence
for their existence. This would
seemto indicate that, if they
exist at all, they do not interact
with our universe at all, or if
they do interact with our universe,
it isin away that we have not yet
been able to observe and identify.

A laptop click.

The circles on the screen di sappear, a few nore math
equations take their place.

YOUNG STUDENT

Now, if we were really able to
identify themusing sone sort of a
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YOUNG STUDENT
mat hematical fornula, it would | ook

sonmething like that. Yet, to be
abl e to access any of the higher
di nensi ons, one needs to be in a
state where tinme stops for that
entity.

On screen, everything disappears. A | arge nunber dom nates
the projected area; 299792458 nis.

YOUNG STUDENT
That state can be attained by
either traveling at the speed of
[ight, or being inside a black hole
near its singularity and staying
alive!

A few SM LES.

YOUNG STUDENT
So far, | know alright that the
only verified source for such an
acconpl i shment is, you know,
Hol | ywood!

More LAUGHTER and GROANI NG

YOUNG STUDENT
| can think of at |east two guys
who sonehow managed to enter a
bl ack hole and not only saw their
own alternate reality, but also
interfered with it, changed their
future.

A short pause.

YOUNG STUDENT
But! This is science fiction.
Because in such a state no
sol utions devel op, just..

Anot her nouse cli ck.

On screen, everything di sappears. Next inage, the two
concentric circles fromthe first slide.

YOUNG STUDENT
Probl ens! The |ist of paradoxes
around this is as long, as the
t heori es around our race nost
fasci nati ng unknowns. Wiy does tine
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YOUNG STUDENT _
seemto flowonly in one direction,

where all the antinmatter go, what
happens in the gray zone between
solid and |iquid, does the universe
have purpose and neani ng?

The Young Student’s passion skyrockets.

YOUNG STUDENT
Are we alone in the universe, what
i s consciousness, can we |ive
f orever?

A famliar voice kills the Young Student’s | ecture. That’s
Hel en’ s voi ce.

HELEN (V. Q.)
| think you' re taking this a bit
too far.
Projector is off, lights are on.

The Young Student trades |ooks with Helen who sits in his
chair at the very first row

YOUNG STUDENT
| ndeed, sorry about that.

HELEN
Pr oceed.

YOUNG STUDENT
However, if any of this is real,
what happens when two realities
interact, or blend? One dom nates
t he ot her? One changes the outcone
of the other in such a way that the
result is a newone? Athird
reality?

Hel en ri ses.

HELEN
Thank you.

The Young Student steps down, Hel en takes over.
Hel en at the lectern, checks her notes.
HELEN
Let’s put this theory to the test.

Nunmber one hundred and two. What's
your dreamin |ife?
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Al'l eyes on Mkayla. Her own dart left and right.

M KAYLA
Love. Famly. A nice job | guess.

HELEN
You m sunder stood ny question dear.
| nmeant what do want to beconme when
you grow up?

M KAYLA
A ni ce person

Hel en is curious.

HELEN
That neans, no | awer, no doctor,
no astronaut ?

M KAYLA
No.

HELEN
| munder the inpression that
you're trolling me girl, aren’t
you?

M KAYLA
No ma’am |’ m not.

HELEN
K, let nme rephrase the question.
In this reality, you have no
dreans. What about any ot her?
Hypot heti cal | y speaki ng.

M kayl a t akes her nonent.
M KAYLA
Per haps a soccer player. If it
wasn’t for ny injury.
Hel en sm rks.

HELEN
Were you any good?

M kayl a | ooks confident as hell

M KAYLA
| was the best.
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HELEN
There you are. In sone reality you
may achi eve that dream of yours you
know. Perhaps, you never break your
l eg, in that universe.

M KAYLA
How do you know | broke ny | eg?

Hel en pauses. A rare nonent w t hout words.

HELEN
That was an estinmated guess.

Hel en sucks her lips into her nouth. Looks skeptical.
HELEN
Strange. |’ m sure, sonehow, you
busted your knee. Did you ever talk
to me about that?

M kayl a i s stunned.

M KAYLA
No, | don’'t think so.
HELEN
The wacky Mandel a worl d. Ww, | ust

Wowi
Hel en packs her papers up. That’s the end of the class.
HELEN
That’s it for today people, see you
next week.

Vivid CHATS turns to BUZZI NG students rush outside, nost of
themin pairs. Not M kayla though, she paces away al one.

Hel en at the back nods the Young Student to cone cl ose.
The Young Student gets next to her.
Hel en gazes at M kayl a wal ki ng out, whi spers.
HELEN
Wien was the last tinme we had a
Santa Cl aus test?

The Young Student sounds absol ute.
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YOUNG STUDENT
Three years ago.

I NT. WASHI NGTON UNI VERSI TY - QUTSI DE THE LECTURE HALL -
REALI TY #11 - CONTI NUOUS

M kayl a paces outside, eyes |owered.

EVAN (V. Q)
| al ways wondered what you were
feedi ng t hem

Caught by surprise, Mkayla stares at Evan who | eans agai nst
the wall, arnms crossed, poker faced.

M KAYLA
Thent

Evan eyes M kayla’s legs. His |Iips expl ode sideways, smles
fromear to ear

EVAN
These are the cal ves of a soccer
| egend, much better than a top
model ' s!

M kayl a bl ushes, | ooks away.

EVAN
Didn’t know you were attending
Mands’' cl ass!

M KAYLA
Didn’'t know you were stal ki ng ne!

EVAN
St al ki ng? No! After you? O coursel!

M kayl a tries hard to hide her enbarrassnent.
EVAN
So, | know you're a girl who |ikes
beer, but, it’s a bit early for
t hat. Wanna have a coffee?
M kayl a shakes head in affirmation.

Of they go.
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I NT. WASHI NGTON UNI VERSI TY - HELEN S OFFI CE - REALITY #11 -
DAY

This office is identical to the one in Cern. Color, air
condi ti oner, desk, a dozen of pencils on it, everything is
exactly the sane.

On the wall of Helen Mands’® fame and glory, there is no

bl ank space; a work of art in the formof a diplom, a 2019
Nobel Prize certificate draws all the attention

Yet, the pictures with the words around it are not the sane
as the last tine we saw them They are conquer,
androcentrism ne.

Hel en storns inside, gets behind her desk. Looks troubl ed.

A pile of papers energe from her drawer, Hel en goes through
them |ike searching for sonething.

A pack of papers, |abeled 2017.

Her eyes bul ge.

She rests everything else to the floor.

She hesitates for a nmonent, |ooks unwilling to proceed.

A deep breath. Turns the page.

| NT. WASHI NGTON UNI VERSI TY - LECTURE HALL - DAY - 3 YEARS
AGO - FLASHBACK

A three years younger Helen stands at the lectern. This
class is no silent norgue; lots of inconsistent CHATTER and
MUMBLI NG t akes pl ace, however Helen doesn’'t seemto care.

Hel en rai ses hand, a tiny post-it note hides in her palm

HELEN
May | have your attention please?

Not hi ng. Crowd is not inpressed.
HELEN
The Santa C aus w nner boys and
girls. Don’t you wanna find out who
that is?

Noi se fades away, everyone wants to hear this.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 81.

HELEN
El even nonths ago, | sel ected seven
candi dates and | ast week your votes
brought this nunber down to three.
The Nobel prize physicist, the
ort hopedi ¢ surgeon and the sports
| egend.

Hel en smirks. Crowd responds with | oud SM LES.

HELEN
Don’t laugh at the results because
you cane up with this result. And
do not |augh at your fellow
students, cause they actually cane
so close, while you are still so
far away.

Smiles die in the blink of an eye.

HELEN
You all know that | included nyself
in the first seven, and | assune
that sone of you voted for ne out
of curiosity, maybe to have sone
fun, perhaps you wanted a higher
grade?

Audi ence GROANS.

HELEN
Well, one nore year is comng to an
end, and once again, | failed to

enter the list, thus I'mnot the
winner. It’s either Josh Barns or
d ori a Danes.

Hal f of the class stares at JOSH BARNS (30) while the other
hal f | ooks for Qdoria.

Hel en gazes at Josh.

HELEN
Yes, Josh is here, but Goriais
not. And before anyone junps the
gun on her, she called ne
yesterday. You all know that she’s
an intern at Johns Hopkins. What
you don’t know, is that as of
today, she’s a resident and about
three hours ago, she perforned a
successful knee surgery on a
thirteen years old girl who
suffered an acci dent.
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Audi ence | ooks excited. A smattering of APPLAUSES.
HELEN
You know what this means people.
She’s our wi nner. Awesonme news for
her, bad news for you. This is her
reality boys, not yours.

END FLASHBACK

| NT. WASHI NGTON UNI VERSI TY - HELEN S OFFI CE - REALITY #11 -
DAY

Among the paper file, there is an abstract from a newspaper.

Hel en’ s finger noves along the |ines, sone of themare
hi ghlighted with a yell ow marker.

Anmong ot hers we read,

"young prodigy Goria Danes", "orthopedic surgeon”, "studies
advanced physics”, "anterior cruciate knee |igament
injury"..

Hel en rubs her face, eyes the ceiling.

Back to the newspaper, near the end.

"successful operation on a thirteen years old, who suffered
an acci dent when a bicyclist run her over and crashed her
knee"

Further down, a black and white picture of a smling young
girl on a hospital bed, plaster cast around her knee, shakes
hand with a doctor. The caption reads "Doctor Danes checks
on MH after the child s knee operation”

Hel en daydreans. Minbl es.

HELEN
M kayl a Hu. .

A shiver runs through Hel en’s body.

HELEN
Can't be.

Hel en shuts the paper file, throws it down on top of the
rest papers.

She stands up, noves next to the w ndow.

Sun shines in all its glory.
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EXT. WASHI NGTON UNI VERSI TY - CAMPUS LAWN - REALITY #11 - DAY

The canpus courtyard is hundreds of students carrying packs
of books, yet no one pays attention to the latter. This is
all about boys | ooking for their better half, or girls
choosing their significant other.

A coupl e of coffee cups sit by the weeping willow. Next to
them M kayla and Evan have a pl ayful chat.

EVAN
| s Mands giving you a hard tine?
M KAYLA
Nah, she’'s K
EVAN
| s she? Everyone el se thinks she's
a bitch.
M KAYLA

Vel l, maybe a bit, but she earned
it you know.

EVAN
Yeah, yeah, the Nobel prize in her
closet. | heard the story.

M KAYLA

So, what about you?
Evan sm rks.

EVAN
VWhat about nme?

M kayl a sounds so straightforward.
M KAYLA
You' re famous, handsone, you can
have any girl you want.
M kayl a pauses.

EVAN
What’ s the question?

M KAYLA
Wiy ne?

Evan thi nks of his answer.
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EVAN
"1l tell you why, only if you tel
nme what you were doing that night
at the bar, drinking on your own.

M kayl a shakes head, silently agrees.

M KAYLA
| was ready to sign for the North
Carol i na Courage soccer club, but
| failed the nedical tests. Sone
old injury.

EVAN
Real | y? THE North Carolina Courage?
M KAYLA
Yes.
EVAN
That neans your career as a player
is over?
M KAYLA

| guess so. No teamis gonna invest
in nme after this.

EVAN
| see.

Evan takes a deep breath.

EVAN
Yet, this is what you |love the
nost, isn't it?

M KAYLA
It is.

EVAN
Does that old injury of yours hurt
whil e you' re playing?

M KAYLA
No, not at all.

EVAN
Then who cares? It’s your dream
all you have to do is believe in
yoursel f, take it slow, try again.
Nothing is over until the fat |ady
si ngs you know.

A smle escapes Mkayla s lips.
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M KAYLA
| answered yours. Wat about ny
guesti on?

EVAN
Wel |, besides being awfully sexy,
you' re not like the rest. You don’t
strive for attention nor you seek
for it. You re a girl doing
what ever she wants, you're feisty,
you set your own rules.

M kayl a bl ushes.

EVAN
| can go on you know.

M KAYLA
No need.

TO THE DI STANCE
Sone STUDENTS pl ay vol | eybal | .

Coupl e DUDES ride their bicycles near them Their pace is
slow that it nake you wonder how they stay on them

The bal |l bani shes towards M kayla and Evan, flies an inch
away the bicyclists heads, forces themto stop.

TO M KAYLA AND EVAN

The ball gets next to Mkayla, who pins it with her foot,
al t hough seat ed.

TO THE DI STANCE

The students stare at M kayla, nod her to throw themthe
bal | back. SCREAMS fol | ow.

TO M KAYLA AND EVAN
Evan eyes M kayl a.

EVAN
Show nme what you can do.

M kayl a stands up, noves the ball forward, prepares to take
t he shot.
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| NT. / EXT. WASHI NGTON UNI VERSI TY - HELEN S OFFI CE - REALITY
#11 - DAY

The SCREAMS draw Helen’s attention. Her eyes dart |eft and
ri ght between the students and M kayl a.

She tries hard to spot the girl’s face, the blinding sun
rays make it too hard for her.

Succeeds neverthel ess, identifies M kayl a.
HELEN
(munbl es)
Hunt er .
M kayl a takes the shot.
| NT. WASHI NGTON UNI VERSI TY - CAMPUS LAWN - REALITY #12 (#11)
- DAY
The ball flies high and fast |ike a rocket.

The ball’s trajectory | ooks good, it goes straight for the
target; the students.

The ball reaches its highest point.

Li ke an eagle | ocked on its prey, gains nonentum on the way
down.

The Students stare at the ball, one of themtakes a few
steps forward, closes the distance to the bicyclists; it
seens that the ball will drop next to them

The ball comes down hard and fast, it’s very close..
Crashes the head of one of the bicyclists, who drops to the
ground, dazzled and in pain.

| NT. / EXT. WASHI NGTON UNI VERSI TY - HELEN S OFFI CE - REALITY
#12 - DAY

Hel en i s stunned.

HELEN
Dej a vu.

Hel en turns to her wall, eyes her pictures. Shocked.
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I NT. WASHI NGTON UNI VERSI TY - CAMPUS LAWN - REALITY #12 - DAY

Evan bolts upright, grabs M kayla s armwho watches the
bi cycli st apprehensive.

He sm | es.

EVAN
Let’s get out of here.

M kayl a responds with a smle. They run away.
TO THE DI STANCE

Students laugh at the floored Bicyclist.

No one spares a nonment to help himget up

TO M KAYLA AND Evan

Hundreds neters away the incident, they get around a
building, looks like it’s tinme to hide.

Wth their backs against the wall, they trade | ooks and
funny sm | es.

Their hands are | ocked toget her.
Is it just the adrenaline, or sonething nore?
Sm | es fade away. Faces turn serious.
Hands still connected.
Li ps cl ose the distance.
They ki ss.
They hold the nonent too long, until.
Evan’s |ips break away, wears his straight face.
EVAN
Who cares about what they said.
Just go after your dream Kkeep
trying, prove them w ong.
Hel en’ s eyes grow big, shine |like never before.

She shoots a glowing smle, silently agrees.

She grabs Evan’s hand, they run away agai n.
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I NT. SWTZERLAND - CERN - CONFERENCE ROOM - REALITY #12 -
NI GHT

The neeting is three EXECUTI VES dressed in their npst
expensive suits and four gl asses of chanpagne. No papers, no
worried faces, just a vivid chat.

The General rushes in, draws their attention.

EXECUTI VE #1
General , wel cone.

The General sits down.

GENERAL
So, what you do have for ne?

Executive #2 offers the CGeneral a glass of chanpagne.

GENERAL
That neans good news | guess.

EXECUTI VE #3
The best of news.

Ceneral tastes his chanpagne. Marvels.

EXECUTI VE #1
Phase one is conplete. W’ re ready
to launch it. Al we need, is your
green |ight.

GENERAL
There is nothing to worry about
then, are you sure about this?

EXECUTI VE #2
W can’t be sure for anything
Ceneral, this is the first time
we’' re gonna performthe collision,
yet all sinulations worked as

pl anned.

EXECUTI VE #1
Al fail-safes are in place
General . If anything goes w ong,
it’s up to us to termnate the
system

The General takes his nonent.
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GENERAL
OK, you have the green light.

Executive #3 grabs his glass, raises it; a toast!

EXECUTI VE #3
For all nanki nd!

EXECUTI VE #2
To the secrets of the universe!

The General smrks, follows short neverthel ess.

GENERAL
To not shoot a black hole up our
ar ses.

EXECUTI VE #1
O beam you over to anot her
di mensi on!

CHEERFUL | aughs.
They dri nk.

GENERAL
So, who’'s | eading this?

EXECUTI VE #2
W have three nanes avail able sir,
it’s up to you to decide.

GENERAL
VWho?

EXECUTI VE #1
Doct ors St evenson, ©Mands and
Hopki ns.

EXECUTI VE #2
Doctor Stevenson has been a project
| eader in two ot her occasions,
ALI CE and CMS, Doctor Hopki ns was
in charge of the ENQU RE, Doctor
Mands, our npbst prom sing and
tal ented around here.

The Ceneral does not | ook inpressed.

GENERAL
Who's a he, because |I'msorry to
say this, but | don’'t trust wonen
for this.
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EXECUTI VE #2
St evenson.

GENERAL
Per f ect.

The General stands up, another sw g of chanpagne foll ows.
He retires in a hurry.

EXT. WASHI NGTON - KENNEW CK - KAM AKI N H GH SCHOOL -
DOM NANT REALI TY - DAY

A hot day, sun looks in top form

The canpus | ooks very alive.

Students pour left and right in a hurry.

Most of the building s wi ndows are open.

One of them.

| NT. WASHI NGTON - KENNEW CK - KAM AKI N H GH SCHOOL -
SHRI NK' S OFFI CE - DOM NANT REALITY - DAY

The same office as the one in Seattle.

Hel en reads a three-pages report, |ooks |lost in thought.
She pauses every now and then, wites sonethi ng down.

M kayl a sits across her, stoic, her face | ooks so calm
The silence is deafening.

Hel en turns to the | ast page. W see her name at the bottom
just her signature is mssing.

Hel en rests her pen.

HELEN
So, what are you gonna do now?

M kayla sm | es, doesn’'t |ooks hesitant at all.

M KAYLA
Go out with Evan again.
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HELEN
I’ mtal ki ng about soccer.

M KAYLA
And |1’ mtal ki ng about sonething far
nore inportant. And pl easant.

HELEN
Love?

M KAYLA
Yes!

HELEN

You really like himdon't you?
M kayl a responds with a greater snile.

Hel en | owers her eyes.

HELEN
Have to admt, | didn't see that
com ng.

M KAYLA

You once told ne that there are far
nore inportant things than soccer.

HELEN
True that

Hel en and M kayl a trade | ooks. A rare nonent w thout words.

HELEN
Still, love doesn’t nean you cannot
go after your dreans.

M KAYLA
No, it doesn't.

HELEN
So, what are you going to do now?

M kayl a under stands what Helen is really asking about.
M KAYLA
| love soccer. Yet, this tinme, ['1]
take it slow and see what happens.

HELEN
You? Take it sl ow?
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M KAYLA
| understand you know. Passion
sonetinmes blinds you. I won't do

t he same m stakes tw ce.
Hel en’ head tilts up and down, she | ooks inpressed.
She grabs her pen, signs the |ast paper.

HELEN
| guess this is it.

M kayl a turns curious.

M KAYLA
What do you nean?

HELEN
| nmean, your psychol ogi cal
evaluation is over. You're free to

go.
M kayla tries hard to digest this.

HELEN
Your m nd was never the problem
M k, your eyes were. You couldn’t
see clearly what you were m ssing.

M KAYLA
| thought | was here because of ny
anger managenent.

Hel en sm | es.

HELEN
What anger?
A beat.
HELEN
| wll have the papers sent to the

Principal right away.
Hel en checks her wri stwatch.
HELEN

I f you nove fast enough, you won’t
m ss today’s training.
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EXT. WASHI NGTON - KENNEW CK - KAM AKI N H GH SCHOOL -
DOM NANT REALITY - DAY

Not the usual another-day-at-the-office training session.
Carter | ooks extremely stressed, stares at her girls who
work hard on the pitch. They' re sweating |ike pigs, everyone
seens to take this very seriously, like they want to prove
their worth

Carter’s anxi ety however, doesn’t derive fromthe girls on
the pitch, but the one that is mssing; Mkayl a.

Al of a sudden, M kayla pops out of nowhere, her casual
outfit suggests she’'s not ready to train.

Carter eyes M kayla, closes the distance.

CARTER
Hell o pretty eyes.

M kayl a | ooks so seri ous.

M KAYLA
Mor ni ng coach
CARTER
How are you feeling?
M KAYLA
| * m good.
CARTER
D dn't expect you back so soon.
M KAYLA
| know.
CARTER

So, you thought about this?

M KAYLA
More or | ess.

CARTER
And?

M kayl a takes a deep breath. She gazes at her teammuates..

M KAYLA
| feel like..

Carter awaits M kayla's decision in breathless anticipation.
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M KAYLA
Putting ny cleats on!

Carter bursts into sml es.

HELEN
Hurry up!

M kayl a rushes away, to the changi ng room
Hel en stares at M kayl a runni ng away.
Exhales in relief.
She turns upwards, shoots a | ook at the sun.
For a nonent she resists the blinding |ight.
She smiles.
She can take this no nore.
She shuts her eyes.
FADE TO BLACK
SUPER: NOT LONG AFTER.
The sound of SCREAMS acconpani ed by TRUVPETS and DRUNMS.
FADE | N:
ExLiGﬂ¢KENED SOCCER PARK - SOCCER STADI UM - DOM NANT REALITY

Stands are full. That’s nore than fifty thousand FANS out
there. Not a single seat is enpty.

On the football pitch, a MJSI C BAND, CHEERLEADERS, YOUNG
BOYS AND G RLS carrying various flags, swing to the
DEAFENI NG rnusi c.

Fans junp up and down |ike madnmen, with the song’s bass
i nes thunping against their brain.

The huge TV nonitor, reads Hone 0, Away 1.

TO THE TUNNEL ENTRANCE

Sweating |ike pigs, frustrated faces, this is a team of
WOMVEN, not a girls’. They' re dead silent, but their bodies

speak the truth; they're losing, and it’s time for the
second hal f.
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At the far back, M kayla stands al one. Physically exhaust ed,
she nunbl es uncontrollably, like blam ng herself for the
result. Her eyes shut, she |ooks |ike daydream ng.

TO THE M DDLE OF THE FOOTBALL PI TCH

The rival team determined, is not inpressed by all this
chaos. They’'re winning this so far.

TO THE SKY

Colorful fireworks light up the night sky.

TO THE TUNNEL ENTRANCE

Carter’s teamexits the tunnel.

Confident, the girls sprint to their arena. Al but M kayl a.

M kayl a, lost in thought, fingers shaking, doesn’t sprint to
the football pitch

SERI ES OF SHOTS

-- Young M kayla, on the beach stares at the huge wave
rising fast, going after her. This tinme, she doesn’t run
away. She retires her backpack, renoves her nusic player’s
ear phones. She shoots a devilish |ook at the wave. Yes,
she’s not afraid of it anynore.

The wave attacks M kayla, who opens her arns |ike she
doesn’t care about the outcone. She YELLS!

-- The Kam akin Hi gh school tackle incident, Mkayla is

fl oored. She screans in pain but she wastes no tinme, braves
pain, gets up fast, closes the distance to the player who
tackl ed her, goes for a head butt. Her teammates nanage to
hol d her back. A red card fromthe referee to her opponent,
is enough to ease her wath.

-- The shrink’s office; Helen and M kayla trade | ooks. Their
faces | ook so peaceful.

HELEN
No matter how hard you train or how
many sacrifices you nake, your

greatest eneny wll always be your
own self. And that is exactly why
nost people fail. Those who achieve

their dreans, are the ones who have
beaten their fears MKk, cause they
don’'t care about failure.
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-- Washington university. Another lecture. Hall is full,
just Mkayla' s seat is enpty.

HELEN
Fail ure can only nake you stronger.
Make you nore persistent, nore
det er m ned.

Hel en beelines for Mkayla s enpty seat. Her eyes are fixed
on the seat nunber

HELEN
Even if everything | ooks |ike going
backwards instead of forward, it’'s
al ways the fewthat wll raise
their heads, and gain strength,
where only dismay exists. It’s just
the very few, that will fight
agai nst all odds, and achieve their
dreans, neet their destiny.

END SERI ES OF SHOTS

TO THE TUNNEL ENTRANCE

A hand connects with M kayl a’s.
M kayla' s trenor stops abruptly.
She turns, stares at Carter.

CARTER
Everything in Iife, comes down to
its defining nmonment. For you, this
isit. And I cannot turn the tables
on this.

Carter eyes the rest of her girls.

CARTER
They cannot either.

Eyes back to M kayl a.

CARTER
But you can. This is your forty
five mnutes nonent. Use everything
deep inside you. Use your | ove,
control your anger, face your
fears. Life is too short, live to
the max! This is your forty five
glory mnutes girl. Get out there
and nmake us proud.
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M kayla nods in affirmation. Sprints to the field.
FADE TO BLACK
The VO CE of a professional SPORTSCASTER

SPORTSCASTER (V. Q.)
Wth five mnutes to go, this is by
a distant mle one of the best
ganes | have ever witnessed. Do you
think nen’s soccer is better? No,
it’s not! And do you know why?
Because they don’t have M kayl a!
She’s just nineteen years old, but
oh dear, she’'s already a star!

FADE | N:

The night sky. We | ook down, beneath the stadiunis blinding
white lights..

M kayl a’s team on the defensive. She intercepts the bal
just outside the penalty area.

SPORTSCASTER (V. Q)
Anot her brilliant clearance from
M kayl a.

M kayl a expertly dribbles a player, and another.

SPORTSCASTER (V. Q.)
Brilliant skills from M kayl a, the
t hreat has di sappeared. Still five
m nutes to go.

Just before the mdfield, Mkayla is up against two nore
opponents, who are pressing the action.

M kayl a | aunches the ball away, none of her teammates
follow. They don’t seemw lling to attack, but stay back,
catch their breaths.

SPORTSCASTER (V. Q.)
Hunter clears the danger.

M kayl a eyes the ball, this |looks like a lost ball rolling
slowy towards the other side of the field.

Al'l of a sudden, she expl odes forward, gives everything.
SPORTSCASTER (V. Q.)

Ch ny days! Look at her, there is
so much nore left in her tank! This
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SPORTSCASTER (V. O )

is exactly why Hel en Mands was so
desperate in signing her!

No one else is after that ball, a throwin | ooks inevitable.
But no!
M kayl a saves the ball, explodes forward, a counter attack,

a chance for a goal
The ROARING crowd is up on its feet.

SPORTSCASTER (V. Q.)
(screans)
Cone on girl! Finish it! Finish it!

Bet ween M kayl a and the GOALKEEPER, two DEFENDERS cl ose the
di stance on Mkayla. This |ooks |like a do or die for them

M kayl a eyes left and right for a teammate, no one is there
to assist her.

The first defender butt-checks her hard, Mkayla resists the
bl ow, clears her with ease.

SPORTSCASTER (V. O )

Brilliant skill from M kayl a,
surging forward with real nenace
her e.

One nore defender to go through.

The defender tackles M kayla brutally; she clearly goes for
her |l egs, not the ball.

M kayla tips the ball over the | ast defender, she junps over
her too.

SPORTSCASTER (V. Q.)
And anot her dribble. O herworldly
skills fromthe youngster!
The defender’s boot studs neet with Mkayla’' s |eg.
She stunbles, but the blowis unable to take M kayla down.
She regains her footing, a smrk escapes her 1lips.
SPORTSCASTER (V. Q.)
Loot at her smle! Smle of an
angel, face of a tiger!

Face to face with the goal keeper, M kayl a takes the shot..
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FADE TO BLACK
The fans’ RAG NG screans. No doubt, it's a goal!
FADE | N:

SPORTSCASTER (V. Q.)
M kayl a, bl oody hell! Yes, this is
our prom sed | and!

At the far corner of the football pitch, Mkayla s teanmates
crash her under their arns. WId celebrations follow, a few
girls performa |long sprint down the pitch.

ON THE SCOREBQOARD

Tabl es are turned. Score is three to one.
A hat-trick fromM kayl a Hunter.

Fi rewor ks BLAST t he ni ght sky.

SPORTSCASTER (V. Q.)
What a night for everyone to
wel come our own Ma, our own
M chel |l e, our own Abby, our own
Carlie.

IN THE LUXURY SU T

A group of black SU TS and BOW TIES. Noi sy and hyper-acti ve,
they CLAP their hands.

Anong them Helen smles fromear to ear.

SUT ONE (70s), seated in his |leather throne, cigar between
his fingers, a smle fromear to ear decorates his face,
turns, stares at Helen. He |l ooks |like the big boss in there,
yes, he’'s the team s owner.

Suit One stands up, handshakes Hel en.

SU T ONE
That girl is truly one in a
mllion. What a star! You' re the
man Hel en! You' re the man!

HELEN
Thank you sir!

SU T ONE

You were right you know. Even when
| hesitated, even when those bl oody
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SUT ONE
x-rays blurred my decision, you
i nsisted. And you proved ne w ong.

HELEN
| just did ny job sir. Just did ny
j ob.

SU T ONE

Hel en, trust nme when | say this,

but in the lottery of the universe,

you just got the right nunber for

us! Well done ny dear, well done.
Suit One points to his seat.

SU T ONE
Cone on, don’t be shy.

Hel en prances through all the guys in there, noves next to
the owner’s seat.

Sits down.
Eyes full of envy gaze at her, she doesn’'t care.
She shuts her eyes, permts herself a smle.
SUT ONE (V.0)
The first termin your contract. |
get it now.

FADE QOUT.



