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"Ch e ris h  w h a t ' s  ir r e pl ac e a ble  b e c a u s e  onc e  it ' s  go n e  you'll n eve r  b e  
t h e  s a m e."

Ber n a r d  M e r sie r

ACT I

SCE N E  1

(The r e’s co m ple t e  silenc e.  The  s t a g e  is 
bl ack.) 

E NERGY OF LIFE 

(O.S.) 

We’ve all b e e n  dow n  t h e  b r u t al g r avel ro a d,  hoping  w e’ll r e a c h
t h e  s moot h  p ave d  fr e e w ay of t r u e  love  n eve r  exp e ri enc e d  o r  
told.  Bu t  eve n  b efo r e  w e’r e  bo r n,  t his  is a  p r e s e t  ro a d  w hic h  
w e  h ave  no  con t rol over. Bu t  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  wo m e n  in m e ,  t h e  
s a m e  a s  I’m in t h e m.

(Dep e n ding  on  if a c t u al  p eo ple  a r e  u s e d  
o r  m a n n e q uins,  ligh t s  r eve al  a  ro w  of 
wo m e n,  m e n  a n d  child r e n ,  all diffe r e n t  
r a c e s ,  a g e s  a n d  size s.) 

E NERGY OF LIFE

(O.S.)

F ro m  bi r t h ,  to  a  tod dle r  all t h e  w ay u p  in to  a  li t tl e  gi rl t h e r e’s  
on e  wo m a n  w e  view a s  a  role  m o d el, a n d  on e  m a n  w e’ll for ev -
e r  love.  So m e  of u s  h av e  diffe r e n t  si t u a tions,  a n d  t h e  on e  w e  
view a s  a  role  m o d el  p ays  m o r e  a t t e n tion  to  o t h e r s,  a n d  t h e  
m a n  w e  love is ei t h e r  no t  a ro u n d  o r  t ak es  a dv a n t a g e  of w h a t  
w e’ll give  t h e  o th e r  m a n  w e’ll love  w h e n  w e  g e t  older, t elling  
u s  t his  is how  a  t r u e  fa th e r  s how s  his  love.  Yes, t his  c a n  h a p -
p e n  to  u s  wi t h  o th e r  fa mily m e m b e r s  a s  w ell, ke e ping  it d e e p  
wi thin  s elf, u n c e r t ain  if t elling  wo uld  b e  righ t  o r  if w e’ll b e  
s h a m e d,  eve n  t ho u g h  w e  did n’t  a s k  for  o r  d e s e rve  w h a t  h a p -
p e n e d.  This  si t u a tion  ei t h e r  c r e a t e s  a  s t ron g  will to  e s c a p e  t h e  
p ain  o r  fall vic tim  a n d  b elieve  t his  is t h e  only t hin g  w e’r e  
wo r t h.  Bu t  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  wo m e n  in m e,  t h e  s a m e  a s  I’m in 
t h e m.  People  judg e  u s  wit ho u t  knowing  ou r  p a s t ,  a n d  w e  s till 
c a r ry  on  dow n  t h e  ro a d  ho pin g  w e’ll r e a c h  ou r  d r e a m s  of u n -
con di tion al love. 
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(The  ligh t  is now  s how n  on  a  s eco n d  row
of t e e n a g e  gi rls  a n d  boys.) 

E NERGY OF LIFE

(O.S.)

N o w  b e co ming  a n  a dole sc e n t  di scove ring  m o r e  a bo u t  t h e  
wo m a n  w e’ll b e co m e,  ei t h e r  s till le t ting  t h e  p ain  of t h e  p a s t  
d r ain  ou r  e n e r gy o r  m oving  forw a r d  posi tively, h aving  no  ide a  
a bo u t  n e g a tivi ty, w hile  no ticing  t h e  boys  obs e rving.  We all 
h ave  t h a t  on e  m al e  b e s t  frien d  w ho’ll b e  t h e r e  for  u s  t h ro u g h  
t hick  a n d  t hin,  w hich  m a k e s  u s  t hink  h e’s  t h e  on e  w ho’ll give  
u s  t h e  r a dia ting  glow a t  t h e  e n d  of t h e  ro a d.  Bu t  w e  do n’t w a n -
n a  ri sk  w h a t  w e  h ave,  knowing  a d ding  s ex c a n  r uin  t h e  frie n d -
s hip  w e  h ave,  a n d  it’s h a r d  finding  a  t r u e  frie n d  w ho  a c t u ally 
loves  u s  a n d  do e s n’t  judg e.  But  so m e  of u s  t ak e  t his  frien d  for  
g r a n t e d ,  t hinking  h e  w a n t s  u s  in a  s exu al m a n n e r  s w e a rin g  
h e’s t h e  e n e my, no t  s e ein g  h e’s  p ro t ec tin g  u s  fro m  t h e  e n e my. 
We e n d  u p  d riving  hi m  a w ay, focus e d  on  s ex a n d  fun.  But  w h e n
t h e  fun  is do n e,  a n d  s ex no  long e r  c u r e s  t h e  p ain  a n d  s h a m e  
e n d u r e d,  w e’r e  b a ck  b ein g  alon e  wis hing  w e  h a d  t h a t  frien d  
w e  s ho uld’ve  n eve r  le t  go.  Bu t  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  wo m e n  in m e ,  t h e  
s a m e  a s  I’m in t h e m.  So m e ti m e s  w e’r e  so  focus e d  on  w h a t  w e  
t hink  will m a k e  u s  h a p py, w e  n e glec t  t h e  fac t  h a p pin e s s  is 
r i gh t  in ou r  fac e  b e c a u s e  w e’r e  so  imp a tie n t .  We wo n’t le t  it  
g row  so  w e  c a n  hold  h a n d s  w alking  dow n  t h e  g r avel ro a d  in to  
t h e  wo rld  of t r u e  love  u nk no w n.  

(Now t h e  ligh t  s hin es  on  a  row  of g r a d u -
a ting  fe m ale s  of all r a c e s  a n d  size s,  
a lon g  wi th  p r e g n a n t  t e e n a g e  m o t h e r s .) 

E NERGY OF LIFE

(O.S.)

S till in hig h  sc hool p r e p a r e d  for  g r a d u a tion  wi th  my high  
sc hool s w e e t h e a r t ,  bo t h  of u s  h aving  go als  r efu sing  to  le t  t h e  
o th e r  go.  I s till h ave  my m al e  frien d  w ho  e ncou r a g e s  m e  for -
w a r d ,  no t  to  m e n tion  hi m  a n d  my love  a r e  frien d s  b e c a u s e  
t h ey’re  t h e  s a m e,  bo t h  h aving  my  b e s t  in t e r e s t s  m a kin g  s u r e  
I’ll for eve r  s t a n d.  So m e  of u s  a r e  g r a d u a tin g  wi th  diplo m a s  in  
s ex  e d u c a tion  sl ee pin g  wit h  ev e ryt hin g  no t  c a ring  if t h ey h av e  
gi rlf rie n d s,  so m e tim e s  t aking  on  m ul tiple  m e n  a t  onc e  e n ding  
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u p  u n a w a r e  of w ho  t h e  fa th e r  is w h e n  w e’r e  p r e g n a n t  b e c a u s e
w e  sle p t  wi th  so  m a ny  m e n .  I t’s h a r d  d e cip h e ring  w hy w e  sle p t
wi th  so  m a ny. I t  m u s t  b e  b e c a u s e  t h ey  t alke d  good  a n d  s aid  I 
love  you, b u t  onc e  t h e  n e c t a r  is go n e,  w e’r e  t r e a t e d  like  t h e  
s e e d  fro m  t h e  p e a c h,  t h row n  a w ay, full, q uickly m oving  on,  
le aving  u s  sou r  b ec a u s e  all of ou r  juice  is go n e.  All ove r  wo r d s  
a n d  fifty-fifty t r u e  o r g a s m s,  no t  eve n  s u r e  if t h ey  w e r e  r e al  
m o a n s.  Yet, t h ey  w a n n a  pl a n t  s e e d s  in u s  for  g row t h,  a n d  w h e n
it  b e gins  to  g row, w e  don’t  h e a r  fro m  o r  s e e  t h e m.  Or  h e’ll a c -
t u ally s t ay a ro u n d  doing  t h e  b e s t  h e  c a n  u n til h e  c a n  u p roo t  u s
fro m  d e a d  g r a s s  m oving  u s  on to  t h e  land  h e  knows  a  fa mily 
w a n t s ,  b e c a u s e  w e  a s  wo m e n  c a n  give  m e n  t h e  wo rld  a n d  love  
a s  long  h e  a p p r e ci a t e s  u s  giving  hi m  u n dying  love  e q u al  to  
w h e n  his  m o t h e r  g ave  hi m  bi r t h .  Bu t  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  wo m e n  in 
m e ,  t h e  s a m e  a s  I’m in t h e m.  Con tinuing  living  life  e m b r a cing  
w h a t  co m e s,  knowing  w e  s till h ave  con t rol. 

(Now t h e  ligh t  is s how n  on  a  row  of a d ul t
wo m e n  of all sizes  a n d  r a c e s.) 

E NERGY OF LIFE

(O.S.) 

N o w  w e’r e  sop his tic a t e d  b u sin es s  wo m e n  k e e pin g  a  cle a n  
ho us e hold,  s t e a dy inco m e,  a n d  a  "Hus b a n d" no t  a  "Ma n" so m e -
t hin g  r e al  wo m e n  u n d e r s t a n d.  We h ave  loving  h u s b a n d s  w ho  
w e  love  co min g  ho m e  to  m a k e  his  m e als.  N o t  b e c a u s e  it’s a  
wife’s job, b u t  b e c a u s e  h e  d e s e rves  so m e t hin g  on  his  s to m a c h  
af t e r  a  long  d ay, a n d  in  r e t u r n  h e  gives  u s  m a s s a g e s  a n d  b u b -
ble  b a t h s,  wi th  love-m a king  t h a t  alw ays  m a k e  ou r  to e s  c u rl  
le aving  u s  wi th  a  s mile  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  firs t  d ay  of S u m m er. Or
w e’r e  s till sin gle  by c hoice,  b e c a u s e  w e  know  t h e r e’s no  poin t  
in  giving  u p  so m e t hing  good  to  so m e t hin g  b a d  knowing  it’ll 
co m ple t ely d r ain  ou r  e n e r gy for  a  b r a g ging  s to ry, ins t e a d  of 
s e ein g  a  bl e s sing  w a s  pl ac e d  in hi s  life  for  c h a n g e .  Bu t  you  
c a n’t  c h a n g e  w h a t  do es n’t w a n t  ch a n g e,  a n d  a  m a n  w ho  n eve r  
kn e w  love,  b u t  c a n  s ay  h e’s in-love  so  h e  c a n  g e t  w h a t  h e  
w a n t s .  Bu t  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  wo m e n  in m e ,  t h e  s a m e  a s  I’m in 
t h e m.  F ro m  ou r  u p b rin ging  w e  know  righ t  fro m  w ro n g,  r e -
s p ec ting  a n d  knowing  ou r  wo r t h  a s  a  wo m a n.  On  t h e  o t h e r  
h a n d,  so m e  of u s  took t h e  s ho r t c u t  of disg r a c e ,  a n d  m ayb e  in  
ou r  eye s  t h e r e’s no t hin g  w ro n g  wi th  it b ec a u s e  it’s t h e  only 
w ay w e’ll m a k e  e n d s  m e e t .  We love t h e  m o n ey a n d  a t t e n tion  
d u ring  t h e  m o m e n t ,  b u t  w h e n  it’s over, w e  si t  on  t h e  b e d  
d rinking  ou r  gl a s s  of t e a r s  w a n ting  love  a n d  a  fa mily, b u t  w e’r e
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af r aid  no  on e  will w a n t  u s  b e c a u s e  of w h a t  w e  do. Or  w e  t ak e  
a b u s e  m e n t ally a n d  p hysically b e c a u s e  h e’s t h e  on e  p roviding  
u s  wi t h  m o n ey a n d  a  roof ove r h e a d,  b u t  w e  know t h e  s uffe ring  
w e’r e  going  t h ro u g h  isn’t  wo r t h  it,  s c a r e d  to  t ell b ec a u s e  w e  
b elieve  no  on e  will b elieve  u s .  H ow  c a n  w e  r e a c h  ou t  for  h elp,  
a n d  w e’r e  no t  h elping  ou r s elves?  But  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  wo m e n  in 
m e ,  t h e  s a m e  a s  I’m in t h e m.  So m e ti m e s  w e  t hink  sl ee ping  on  
t h e  g r avel r o a d  is h a p pin e s s  b e c a u s e  w e’ve  b e e n  t r ain e d  to  b e -
lieve  w e’r e  only wo r t h  ou r  body a n d  no t hing  m o r e.  

(Now t h e  ligh t  is s how n  on  a  row  of el -
d e rly wo m e n  of all r a c e s,  a g e s  a n d  sizes.
So m e  of t h e m  a r e  s till looking  good,  a n d  
t h e  o t h e r s  you  c a n  t ell lived  a n d  s till a r e  
living  a  h a r d  life.) 

E NERGY OF LIFE

(O.S.) 

S till m a r r i ed  to  t h e  s a m e  h u s b a n d.  We’re  t e a c hing  ou r  d a u g h -
t e r s  r ig h t  fro m  w ro n g  m a king  s u r e  t h ey  g ro w  u p  wi tho u t  n e g a -
tivity in t h ei r  lives,  b e c a u s e  n e g a tivity c a n  b e  a  wo m a n’s wor s t
e n e my a n d  d e c ei tful frien d.  Ei th e r  w ay, w e  m a k e  s u r e  ou r  gi rls
n eve r  exp e rie nc e  its  c r uci al e n d.  So m e  of u s  do n’t  know w ho  
t h e  fa t h e r  of ou r  c hild r e n  a r e  s t e a dily a d din g  n e w  on es .  Or  w e  
do  know  w ho  t h ey a r e ,  b u t  sinc e  h e  do es n’t  w a n n a  b e  wit h  u s ,  
w e  ke e p  t h e  child r e n  fro m  hi m. While  b eing  s pi t eful tow a r d s  
hi m,  w e  do n’t  r e alize  ou r  d a u g h t e r s  going  do w n  t h e  ro a d  of 
d e s t r uc tion.  And if w e  do  no tic e  it,  w e  t hink  it’s c u t e  e ncou r a g -
ing  it  u n til t h ey  e n d  u p  r a p e d  o r  d e a d,  placing  bl a m e  on  eve ry -
on e  b u t  ou r s elves.  But  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  wo m e n  in m e ,  t h e  s a m e  
a s  I’m in t h e m.  So m e  of u s  a r e  d evo t e d  wives  t aking  c a r e  of 
ho m e,  a n d  so m e  of u s  s till live life  a s  if w e’r e  t e e n a g e r s ,  only 
a bl e  to  r e co g nize  so m e t hin g’s w ro n g  wi th  ou r  d a u g h t e r s  w h e n  
h a r m  is do n e.  N o w  t h a t  wisdo m  h a s  b e e n  p a s s e d  dow n  to  ou r  
d a u g h t e r s  w a t c hing  t h e m  s t ay  on  t h e  s t r aig h t  a n d  n a r ro w  wi th
fa milies  of t h ei r  ow n.  I c a n  look b a ck  on  my life  a n d  no t  only 
b e  h a p py wi th  w h a t  I a c co m plish e d,  b u t  t h e  b e a u tiful m o t h e r s  
I c r e a t e d  w ho  g r e w  u p  b eing  s t ro n g  wo m e n,  ins t alling  t h e  
s a m e  wisdo m  in t h ei r  d a u g h t e r s .  And so m e  of u s  did n’t  fai r  ou t
for  t h e  b e s t  living  a  life  w e  fel t  w a s  t h e  d r e a m,  now  s e ein g  it  
w a s  a  nigh t m a r e  w a n tin g  love,  a s h a m e d  to  find  it,  t hinking  a  
m a n  won’t  a cc e p t  u s  b e c a u s e  of ou r  p a s t .  And a s  for  t h e  
gi rls... t h ey’re  s t uck  on  t h e  s a m e  ro a d  s uffe ring  h u milia tion,  all 
so  t h ey  c a n  b e  like  u s  wi th  long  m o n ey. Le t ting  s ex ou t w eigh t  
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love,  si t ting  b a ck  a s  a n  e m p ty  s h ell wis hing  w e  h a d  so m e  for m  
of t r u e  love  so  w e  c a n  g e t  u p  fro m  t h e  b r u t al  ro a d.  So m e  of u s  
do n’t  ev e n  m a k e  it to  t his  a g e  o r  ou t  of hig h  sc hool dying  e a r ly
fro m  a  dis e a s e  b e c a u s e  w e  w e r e  ou t  t h e r e  fas t  knowing  it  a ll, 
now  w h a t eve r  d r e a m s  w e  h a d  a r e  go n e.  So m e  of u s  g e t  r a p e d  
a n d  m u r d e r e d  a t  a  youn g  a g e  o r  a s  a n  infan t ,  e i t h e r  by a  
s t r a n g er, fa t h e r  o r  a  p e r son  on e  of ou r  p a r e n t s  w e r e  involved  
wi th  no t  w a n tin g  kids  a ro u n d.  And eve n  if t h ey  g e t  c a u g h t  a n d  
p ros ec u t e d,  it  wo n’t  b rin g  b a ck  t h e  fac t  ou r  innoc e n t  lives  
w e r e  e n d e d,  a n d  t h e r e’s no  r e al  r e a so n  t h a t  c a n  b e gin  jus tify -
ing  w hy ou r  lives  w e r e  e n d e d.  Bu t  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  wo m e n  in m e ,  
t h e  s a m e  a s  I’m in t h e m.  So m e  of u s  m a k e  it living  ou t  t h e  h a p -
py life w e  d r e a m e d  of, a n d  s a dly so m e  of ou r  lives  e n d  on  t h e  
g r avel r o a d,  so m e ti m e s  b efo r e  ou r  fee t  c a n  eve n  touc h  it. 

(The  s t a g e  is bl ack) 

E NERGY OF LIFE 

(O.S.) 

This  is ou r  s to ry, good,  b a d  a n d  in b e t w e e n.  The  t r i als  w e  go  
t h ro u g h  b uilds  c h a r a c t e r  in t h e  wo m a n  you  e n co u n t er. As life  
e n d s  a n d  b e gins  con tinuing  it s  consis t e n t  r evolve  of life, t h e  
wo m e n  bo r n  will b e  like  m e  s t a r ting  on  t h e  s a m e  b r u t al  r o a d  
h aving  con t rol of ho w  life  will c a r ry  on  o r  e n d.  

(The  ligh t s  co m e  on  a n d  all of t h e  wo m e n
a r e  on  s t a g e .  En e r gy of life  co m e s  on  
s t a g e  s t a n ding  in  fron t  of t h e  wo m e n.) 

E NERGY OF LIFE 

The s e  a r e  t h e  wo m e n  in m e ,  t h e  s a m e  a s  I’m in t h e m,  you a n d  
eve ry o th e r  wo m a n  a ro u n d  t h e  wo rld.  The  only p roble m  w e  
h ave  is n e glec ting  t h e  t r u e  m e a nin g  b e hin d  t h e  g r avel r o a d  
pl ac e d  b e n e a t h  ou r  fee t .  I t’s m o r e  t h a n  a  t e s t  b uilding  c h a r ac -
t er...it’s t h e r e  so  w e  c a n  s e e  w e  a s  wo m e n  s hould  s t a n d  by 
e a c h  o t h e r  a s  on e,  h elping  p ave  ove r  t h e  b r u t al  ro a d  wi th  t h e  
s m oo t h  p av e m e n t  of love  w e  d e s e rve.  We m a k e  mis t ak e s  like  
eve ryon e  els e,  b u t  w e  h ave  t h e  a bili ty to  s ulk in  it o r  m ove  on.  
We a r e  life. We c a n  m a k e  a  big  diffe r e nc e  if w e  for m e d  a s  on e  
c r e a tin g  a  solid  bo n d,  no t  b u d gin g  o r  c r a cking  n e e din g  t h e  
wo rld  to  u n d e r s t a n d  ou r  wor t h .  We a r e  on e  wo m a n  wit h  good  
a n d  b a d  t r ai t s ,  b u t  wi th  s u p po r t ,  w e  c a n  ou t w eig h  t h e  b a d  c r e -
a ting  a  n e w  evolu tion  of good! We a r e  t h e  wo m e n  in eve ry  
wo m a n!  Let’s love  e a c h  o t h e r  a s  on e ,  a n d  m a k e  t h e  world  u n -

The  wo m e n  in m e  by Be r n a r d  M e r sie r



I-1  Pag e  6

d e r s t a n d  w e’r e  m o r e  t h a n  jus t  a p p e a r a n c e ,  s ex a n d  b eing  d e -
g r a d e d!  Le t’s  m a k e  t h e m  look a t  u s  a s  t h e  s u n,  w a t er, a i r  a n d  
e a r t h,  highly n e e d e d,  a n d  wi t ho u t  it, t h e  wo rld  wo uld  b e  no t h -
ing! S t a n d  t all a n d  p ro u d  a s  t h e  wo m a n  you  a r e !  H elp  t h e  
wo m a n  b e sid e  you  if you  s e e  s h e’s dow n,  so  s h e  c a n  s t a n d  
p ro u d  a s  t h e  s a m e  wo m a n  you  a r e!  We a r e  t h e  s a m e  wo m a n  
on e  in  all. The  wo rld  isn’t  ou r s,  b u t  w e  pl ay a  m ajor  p a r t  in 
m a king  s u r e  i t r evolves.  
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