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BLACKNESS

Scroll: Based on a true story. Certain events, nanes and
| ocati ons have been changed for dramatic purposes only.

FADE | N:

EXT. OVER THE PACI FI C OCEAN - WEST COAST - CALIFORNIA - 1962
- DAY

Flight over the pacific. Peaceful, serene, breathtaking
scope of the ever expanding waters that | ead towards the
coast of california.

As flight continues over the ocean, beach fronts start to
appear.

EXT. BEACH FRONT - MONTAGE OF PAST EVENTS

Clips of news reels. WN, WAN'l, 1947 Cold war begins, Korean
war, JFK' S inauguration, Cuban Mssile Crisis.

U2 spy pl ane shot down.

During clips, SCROLL: - During the cold war - In 1960 the
United states defense mnistry assigned new spy planes to
breach Russian airspace in order to gather intelligence. One
of such planes, the U2 Spy plane did just that but was shot
down creating an unstable incident between both Washi ngton
and the Krenlin.

Once the heat between both nations had cooled to a tolerable
| evel , a new spy plane was in the works. One that could not
easily be seen or detected by their russian counterparts.

It would prove to be the finest exanple of engineering on
the planet making it the fastest, maneuverable, and hard to
spot stealth plane ever built.

It was the SR-71 Spy Pl ane. Also known as - The Bl ackbi rd.

Fl i ght continues over beach front properties and onward over
cities towards a distant factory nestled close to a
nount ai n.

EXT. OVER H GHVAY - BURBANK - CONTI NUOUS

Traffic flow, nountain park reserves, a clear hot day.

Fl i ght noves on over a highway as commuters continue on in
their daily lives.

Unbeknownst to them is a single road that forks off of the
hi ghway and | eads to a highly restricted area.

The only way in is by official entry.

Fromthe highway, a fewmlitary vehicles stop at a
gat ehouse.



EXT. GATEHOUSE - CONTI NUOQUS

A guard wal ks out of the post house and approaches the | ead
vehicle. The driver's side w ndow rolls down.

GUARD
| denti fication papers.

Driver holds up official papers along with his ID tag photo
card.

GQuard exam nes them
Sati sfied...

GUARD ( CONT.)
You may proceeed.

Guard hands himhis papers and Id then goes back into the
post house and opens the gate by pressing a button on his
desk.

Gat e opens, the driver noves on along with his entourage.

EXT. OVER DI RT ROAD - CONTI NUOUS

Row of vehicles follows the road. Wnds and bends help to
canouf | age the way in.

| NT. OFFICE - AN ARCHI TECTS DREAM WORLD - DAY

On the walls of the office are nunmerous photos of
el aborately designed planes or jets. Early stage to
conpl eted designs and al so phot ographed fini shed products.

But, each photo has been stanped rejected.
Also on the wall is a photo of Ei senhower.

A man sits at his desk and draws out plans for a new conept
of spy pl ane.

He wears a white short sleeved shirt. Neat in appearance,
grooned, a well to do architect who takes pride in his work.

DROP I N: SKUNK WORKS di vi sion, 1962. Kelly Johnson. (56)
Architect designer. Lockheed' s devel opnent group.

As Kelly works on his plans, his eyes catch a glinpse of
vehicles fromthe window in front of himthrough sone

bl i nds.

Hi s nood changes.

KELLY
Ah shit.



EXT. MLITARY VEH CLES - CONTI NUOUS

The line up of cars slow and stop in front of the factory. A
few on-site foremen conme out to greet the guests.

One of the drivers hops out and opens the back door.
A general exits the car.

Four star general Jerry Bryce. (50'S) A hard nosed | eader
who relishes his position as one of the nost powerful and
influential warlords of the twentieth century.

FOREMAN
General Bryce. Good of you to cone.
| didn't get the neno.

BRYCE
Stowit. I'"'mhere to see it.

Foreman Mark Hemple. (30'S) Not the typical floor manager at
Lockheed but, a hard worker who has a bad disposition of
getting things done too quickly to neet deadlines. A cutting
corners kind of man.

MARK
It's not ready yet general. W've
still got problenms wth the
fusel age.

BRYCE

What ki nd of problens?

MARK
Things |like - seals breaking too
qui ckly during assenbly. O how
sonme of the rivets manage to pop
out. Small unecessary...

BRYCE
Look, | just want to see it. |
don't care about how it goes
together. | want to see what it
will look Iike once it's in the

air.

Mark has the expression of sonmeone who doesn't want his high
school grades |ooked at. His cohorts al so show the sane
expr essi on.

MARK
Yeah. Well it's only half built so
if youll come this way.

Mark | eads the general and his aids inside of the factory.



| NT. LOCKHEED MARTI N - ASSEMBLY FLOOR - CONTI NUOUS

Mark wal ks in and the general gazes fromone station to
anot her as teans work together on various parts.

Fol | ow behi nd group as Mark expl ains..

MARK (O.C.)
As you can see general, nost of the
work is done in stages. Each person
is assigned a task on buil ding
every part that fits into the plane
perfectly. Then every part is
i nspected over three tines before
it noves on to the assenbly area.

BRYCE
How | ong has this project been
goi ng on?

MARK

Close to a year and a half now W
al ready had one built and did a
flight test, but it failed.

BRYCE
Wy ?
MARK
The issue is the material s.
BRYCE
Mat eri al s?
MARK

Yes. Most if not all commerical or
mlitary airplanes are built out of
hi gh grade al umi num and steel. The
body has to be light and flexible
when in flight. But, with the
SR-71's body it's the speed which
is the issue.

The group approaches a staging area where Mark's workers
wal k al ong the shell of a plane and do checks.

Its body is partially torn apart. Arced beans | ook |like a
rib cage.

The bl ack skin have ripped sections and expose wires or
cabl es resenbling interal organs.

General Bryce | ooks at it stoically.

BRYCE
So it failed a flight test?



MARK
Sadly yes. Wen we did a
prelimnary run the SR-71 attained
an altitude of 45000 feet at Mach
one point eight. That's when the
probl ens started. Qur pil ot
reported a series of bad
vi brations, which lead to power
failure. But, as soon as they
descended to fifteen thousand feet,
t hey got back power but |lost a
section of the hull during their
descent.

BRYCE
Who's the pilot?

MARK
Captain Barry Desalle

INT. PUB - BARRY - FIGHT - POLICE - DAY

Barry Desalle. (29) Apilot, well dressed, grooned nicely
for the ladies, is in a fist fight with a |ocal pubber.

Their argunent, sonething about how the evolution of the
pl ane used in wars that were won fromthe air rather than on
t he ground.

A lively song plays on the jukebox that hel ps the anbient
nature of their fight.

Wil e his opponent, is another young (20's) brash soldier. A
mari ne. Lance Corporal Tinothy rand argues on how hard it is
to fight head on with dirt on your face and knee dip in
shit.

BARRY
(Punches Timin the face)
W thout our air supports none of
you grunts would | ast ten m nutes.

Timothy has a few scars on his face. It nmakes his appearance

nore - intimdating and - unstable.
TI MOTHY
(Angry)

Fucki ng seagulls are all the sane.
You filthy squabs think nothing but
savi ng your own asses.

They exchange blows like it was candy.

Sonehow, the bouncer doesn't nove a nuscle as he gazes at
the two idiots wecking the place.

Barry throws another punch and | ands on Tinothy's jaw i ne.

It sends himback a few feet and into a table.



6.
Drinks fly, nearby custoners quickly nove out of the way.
Sonme of the custoners cheer them on and take bets.

Barry is in his groove. But, Tinothy recovers and uses his
trunp card.

He rushes Barry with all of his mght and body tackles Barry
to the floor.

Both scuffle on the heel ridden, dirty floor when the police
burst in the pub guns drawn.

The bouncer sinply arcs his finger dowmn to point to the two
juveniles duking it out on the floor.

The police break it up and arrest them both.

TI MOTHY
Pi ece of shit!

BARRY
Ki ss ny ass!

TI MOTHY
Up yours noron.

BARRY
Eat shit!

PCLI CEMAN

Al right both of you shut your
cakeholes and let's go sleep it

of f.

BARRY
It's his fault. He started this
whol e fucking nmess. | was just

having a quiet drink when this - -
m ndl ess zonbi e decided to explain
on how real soldiers fought in the
field. And that we didn't need
fighter pilots that --

POLI CEVAN
Yeah yeah. You're breaking ny
heart. Let's go.
The policenen escort them fromthe buil ding.
Bot h of them bl oody, scraped up.

EXT. POLI CE CARS - CONTI I NUQUS

Once they exit the pub, pedestrians gaze at themin silence.
Each get in a cruiser. Such luck to have a personal car on
their way to the drunk tank.



| NT. DRUNK TANK - LATER ON - NI GHT

Barry is sleeping on his side on a cot while Tinothy sl eeps
on the cold concrete floor.

A few nore buns and vagrants al so sleep but against a wall's
base.

Cang! O a hallway door.

Barry wakes up to hear footfalls com ng down the hall.
O ficial sounding steps.

He sits up and rubs his eyes.
After a few nore rubs he | ooks up to see..
BRYCE
(Di sappoi nt ed)
Jesus, H Christ. And to think
assigned you to the best kept
secret. On your feet.

Barry stands up as the precinct sergeant opens the door.

BARRY
CGeneral ?
BRYCE
(Yel ps)

Lance Corporal Rand! On your feet!

Tinmothy in his sleepy daze scranbles to his feet and al nost
t oppl es over because of his extrenme hangover.

Tl MOTHY
(Looks confused, ready to
vom t)
Holy shit. (bends over)

Hurls loudly, vomt hits the floor with a gross soundi ng
spl ash.

General Bryce nods his head side to side.

BRYCE
| f your father could see you now
Tim How di sappoi nted he woul d be.
And you - Captain. What the hel
were you thinking? Inciting a fight
just to appease your sense of
justice? Wiere was your head?

Once tinothy finished his puking, he stands up and faces the
Ceneral . Blood stains on his face, chunks of puke on his
chin. Atorn shirt.

TI MOTHY
|'mat fault too sir.



BRYCE
You god damm right you are. You're
supposed to represent at how our
forces bend to the will of the
public's best interests. Not sit
there and runble with one of the
top test pilots of our tine.

Barry reciprocates the conplinent.

BARRY
Thank you sir.
BRYCE
You shut it.
Froma bum..
BUM (O C.)
You shut it. And let ne get sone
sl eep.
BRYCE

Move. Both of you.

Barry and Tinothy wal k out of the cell |ike two kids who
were caught with their hands in the cookie jar.

| NT. PRECI NCT HALLWAY

Barry and Tinothy | ook pathetic wth bloodied shirts,
bl oodi ed faces and cuts.

The general faces them as the precinct sergeant goes back to
hi s desk.

BRYCE
|'ve |l et your CO know of the
situation Corporal. He's advised ne
to take you under ny wing until you
get a better perspective of your -
- shortcom ngs.

BARRY
Am | grounded?

BRYCE
As of today yes. This - display was
beyond reproach Captain. Pilots are
supposed to be | evel headed,
critical thinkers, and able to
carry out orders w thout question.
Now al t hough you were off the base
for some R+tR it still didn't give
you the right to engage in a -
juvenile display of who has the
bi gger prick! W all work together
for the sane reasons gentlenen. The
sanme goal



Both | ook down to the floor with guilty expressions.
The general's face softens.

BRYCE ( CONT.)
(Exhal es a breath)
| know |'mgoing to regret this. As
of right now, both of you are going
to work together

TI MOTHY
VWhat ?

BRYCE
Did | suddenly become a parrot? O
did you | ose your hearing suddenly?
| said, both of you are going to
wor k t oget her

BARRY
But - he's a - mari ne.

BRYCE
So?

Ti not hy shoots a glance at Barry for his comment.

BRYCE ( CONT.)
You' ve al ready racked up negative
poi nts on your record Captain.
Addi ng Lance Corporal Rand to the
project won't make a difference
now. Besides, | think that you two
shoul d work out both of your issues
toget her rather than on sone seedy
pub floor acting |like school brats.
| al ready spoke with the joint
chiefs on it and they' ve agreed to
et this incident slide. But, only
this one time. Do | make nyself
perfectly clear?

BOTH
Yes sir.

BRYCE
Good. Now | suggest you both go
home, clean up and report in at
O six amtonorrow. Corporal.

TI MOTHY
Sir.

BRYCE
|"ve transferred your papers over
to the base. Here.

General hands Tinothy a card.



BRYCE ( CONT. )

This is your pass. Do not |ose it
under any circunstances. |If you do,

10.

"1l execute you.

TI MOTHY
Under st ood.

BRYCE

Good. Now, get out of ny sight.

Both nen turn and wal k away fromthe general wth haste.

EXT. POLI CE DETATCHMENT - NI GHT

Barry and Tinothy exit the precinct.

Both try to keep their

shirts closed but find it difficult since their barfight.

Barry flags down a cab.

The cab just drives on because of their apperance.

TI MOTHY
Vell, | go this way.

Barry waps his arns around hinself.

doesn't help him

BARRY
I'"'mthis way.

TI MOTHY

So - what is this project?

BARRY

The chilly night air

You'll see when you get there. W

can't talk about it out

open.

TI MOTHY
Right. Sorry.

BARRY

Don't worry about it.

TI MOTHY
See ya.

BARRY
See ya.

in the

Tinmothy turns to walk in the other direction.

Barry watches Timhuddl e his arns close to his body. He
feels bad that he has to walk a Iong way to his house.

| nst ead. ..
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BARRY ( CONT.)
Feel |ike a coffee?

Ti ot hy turns around.

TI MOTHY
Yeah, | do actually.

BARRY
Conme on. My house isn't far away. |
got sone clothes too you can use.

Timothy trots back to Barry and both wal k side by side down
an enpty sidewal k.

EXT. TWO STORY TOMHOUSE - LATER

Nest| ed cl ose to other townhouses is Barry's hone. Trees
line the grove wal kway. Bi kes chained up at fences. Cars
parked in stalls.

Ground lights are on

It's a quaint nei ghbourhood for famlies.

INT. LIVING ROOM - BARRY - TELEVI SI ON - CONTI NUOUS

Ti mot hy wal ks out towel drying his hair and is shirtless.
Barry pours a coffee for both of themand puts the pot onto
a hotplate that sits on the coffee table.

Tinmothy sits across from him

BARRY
Cream and sugar are there.

TI MOTHY
Thanks. Black is fine for ne.

BARRY
kay.

Timothy grabs his cup and takes a healthy sip. The freshness
of the coffee washes over his senses.

TI MOTHY
Ah. That hit it.

BARRY
Look - | uh, I'"'msorry for
yesterday. | just - | just...

TI MOTHY
Yeah me too. Man, are we ever
st upi d.

BARRY

( Chuckl es)

Yeah.
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TI MOTHY
What's so funny?

BARRY
It's just the way we insulted each
ot her. Just |ike school Kkids.

TI MOTHY
Yup.
BARRY
What do you think about Vietnanf?
TI MOTHY
| try not to.
BARRY
Think you'll be called into
service?
TI MOTHY

Maybe. | don't know. | hope not.

BARRY
Way not ?

Timothy thinks for a couple of seconds.

TI MOTHY
Because | think it's a mstake to
be there. And I'mpretty sure a | ot
of the other recruits think the
sanme thing

BARRY
It's all bullshit.
Tl MOTHY
Yeah.
BARRY
Well - you can have the couch
TI MOTHY

No. | should get home. Thanks for
the clothes, but | prefer mne.

BARRY
Al right.

Timothy gets up and slides on a shirt provided by Barry.
Then his coat.
Timothy wal ks to the front door. Barry follows him

At the door...
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| NT. FOYER

Timothy sticks out his hand. Barry grabs it and both shake
briefly out of respect for one another. Bruised faces,
wounded pri des.

TI MOTHY
['Il wash the clothes.

BARRY
Keep them Just in case you decide
to uh - you know.

TI MOTHY
(Cracks a grin)
Yeah. See ya at the base.

BARRY
See you then.

Barry opens the door and Tinothy exits the townhouse.

Barry shuts the door.

| NT. LOCKHEED MARTI N - ASSEMBLY FLOOR - NEXT MORN NG

Barry is working with a few engi neers under the belly of the
SR-71. Alot of teansters make noi se as they work, but
that's howit is in a busy environnent.

Behind Barry at a far wall, a door opens. A red |ight
fl ashes and a warni ng buzzer sounds.

In wal ks Tinothy dressed in work coveralls and a hard hat.
Barry doesn't see himat the nonent.

He is too involved in his tasks.

Ti nmot hy appr oaches.

When he is cl ose enough. .

TI MOTHY
Hey.

Barry turns around and sm |l es.

BARRY
Hey. Conme on over

TI MOTHY
So this is it? The big secret?
Looks |i ke - soneone took a wal nut
cracker to it.
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BARRY
Yeah. During its first test run the
bird reached mach one point eight.
But, it caused severe feedback that
cut off the main power. During the
descent to a nore nanagabl e
altitude, | managed to get power
back but - lost a part of the
fusel age as you can see.

Ti mot hy gl ances up to see the danage done to the hull of the
bl ackbi rd and shakes his head side to side.

TI MOTHY
|"mamazed it didn't fall apart
conmepl etely.

BARRY
| thought it would. | al nost
ej ect ed.

TI MOTHY

So what do you think it is? Speed
is part of the problem by the |ooks
of it.

BARRY
It's not strong enough. At least in
part of the skin.

TI MOTHY
St eel ?

BARRY
And al um num The rivets are nade
of tensil steel. But that's what
coul d be causing the feedback. W

still have a lot of work to do.
TI MOTHY
So what do | do?
BARRY
(Sm | es)
You ny friend, get to take
r eadi ngs.
TI MOTHY

Shit. On what?

BARRY
On all the rivets.

From Tim s perspective he sees thousands of rivets just
waiting to be scanned and neasur ed.

Each - and - every one of them

Oh happy day.
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TI MOTHY
(Defl at ed, di sgusted)
| need a coffee.
Ti mot hy wal ks towards a coffee station.

BARRY
| take two sugars.

Ti m waves his hand | azily.

INT. OFFICE - KELLY - MOMENTS LATER

Kelly works on altering parts of the blue print designs of
t he bl ackbird's body and shape.

Froma sinple delta wing configuration, to a nore sleek
aerodynam c shape with a | arge wi ng engi ne nounted on each
si de.

Its needl e columed m d-section over powers the rest its
hul | .

A knock on his door.

KELLY
Come in.

BARRY
Hey kel ..

KELLY

Barry. Wat is it?

BARRY
Just thought |I'd introduce a new
addition to the floor.

KELLY
kay.

BARRY
Come in.

Tinmothy wal ks into Kelly's office.

TI MOTHY
Sir.

KELLY
Ri ght. Lance Corporal Ti m Rand.
heard that your know edge in
metalurgy is quite advanced. I'd
like to hear nore of it.

TI MOTHY
Not hi ng much to tell. | - built a
proto-type boat using a basic

( MORE)
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TI MOTHY (cont' d)
design that's used in nost sea
bearing vessels. But never a pl ane.

KELLY
s there a difference?
TI MOTHY
Well -- yeah. You're tal ki ng about

yaw and pitch on a bouyant surface.
In the air there's no resistance.
Just friction.

KELLY
Yes. And there lies our problem

BARRY
It's the heat problem Steel often
rises in heat when a speed above
mach one is reached. But, if we
keep it at just bel ow mach one, the
bl ackbird i s nore managabl e during
flight.

Tinmothy wal ks to a wall full of photos.

He gazes at each face and experinent success.

In one photo he sees a famliar face. Von Braun.

Besi de Von Braun, is a hand drawn i mage of a missile.

TI MOTHY
VWhat about - titaniunf

KELLY
Huh? That kind of netal in only
used in precision engineering.
W're only building a jet that can
w thstand i ntense speeds of nmach
one or mach two.

TI MOTHY
True. But to elim ate resonant
vi brations that acconpani es high
speed, you'll have to rebuild the
entire plane fromthe ground up.
And it has to be built out of
titani um

Kelly gets up fromhis desk and paces around his office as
Barry has a disconcerted | ook on his face because of
Ti mot hy' s | udi crous i dea.

KELLY
What makes you so sure?



TI MOTHY
Steel can bend, or flex on demand
when it's incorporated into a
tanker or airliner. Titanium
doesn't do that on denand. It's
denser, but highly brittle if it's
cut inproperly. That neans...

BARRY
We'l|l have to redesign the entire
assenbly plant. Starting fromthe
cutters to the shapers.

TI MOTHY
Exactly.

KELLY
Do you realize how much that is
going to cost? W' ve al ready
invested mllions into this
project. We're alnost there. W
just need to realign the hull seals
better and to...

TI MOTHY
It won't work. Trust ne on that.

KELLY
What proof do you have to cone to a
conclusion that it won't work?

Ti not hy | eans agai nst a bookshel f.
TI MOTHY

What was the heat readings in the
wi nd tunnel ?

KELLY

Just under a thousand degrees. \Wy?
Tl MOTHY

Well, that was a controlled test.

But when Captain Desalle took it up
for its first test flight, the heat
build up reached what tenperature?

BARRY
Nearly fifteen hundred degrees.

TI MOTHY
And in turn started to cause the
jet to cavitate. Titaniums
el enents prevent any heat build up
no matter if its on land or in the
air. Yet the problemis the hull.

KELLY
Wy ?



TI MOTHY
| noticed how each section has been
rivet ed.

KELLY
Yeah so0?

Tl MOTHY
Since titaniumdoesn't flex or
bend, you would need to readjust
every rivet so that instead of
tightening the hull to seal it up
let the air drag during flight do
t he work i nstead.

BARRY
| see where you're going with this.

KELLY
Me too. And it makes sense. Once
enough speed has been achieved the
skin tightens on its own. But, then

again --

BARRY
It would leak |Iike a sieve on the
gr ound.

TI MOTHY

Not pretty, but it does the job.

KELLY
Okay. Ckay - you m ght have
sonething there. But it's going to
take me at |east four weeks to
convi nce washi ngt on.

TI MOTHY
No better tine than the present.
But, knowi ng Adans - it won't take
four weeks.

KELLY

(To Barry)

Your friend seens awfully sure of
hi msel f.

BARRY
One of his - nobst redeem ng
qualities.

KELLY

What happened to your face?
Barry quips a smle.

So does Ti not hy.
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Kelly sits back down at his desk and | ooks up at both of
t hem

KELLY ( CONT.)
What are you guys still doing here?
Get to work.

BARRY
Yes sir.

TI MOTHY
Sir.

Both | eave the office.

Kel l'y picks up the phone and dials a nunber... Rings tw ce.
cick!

KELLY
Get nme congressman O neil

EXT. CAPITOL HILL - WASHI NGTON - EARLY DUSK

Cars, traffic, pedestrians. The majestic white building of
congress sits on a knoll overlooking the city of D.C

It's a clear sky.

Sunlight casts a sliver of light rays across the building s
east w ng.

A conversation between Kelly and O Neil ..

KELLY (V. Q.)
That's about it.

ONEIL (V.0)
That woul d just about double the
present expenditure.

INT. CAPITOL HLL - O NEILS OFFI CE

A clean office. Ad oak panel walls. Hand carved desk,
chairs, and grandfather clock.

A few plants add to the anbi ence.

Congressman Sam O Neil (60'S) sits alone with a snifter of
scotch in front of himas he speaks with Kelly over the
phone.

KELLY (V. Q.)
Try triple the cost.

O NEI' L
Ri ght. Jesus. How | ong?

KELLY (V. Q.)
At | east another year.
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O NEI' L
It won't be easy to convince the
ot hers.

KELLY (V. Q.)

| know. But after going over the
specs and materials needed to build
it properly, | think it's the only
way to get the SR-71 off the ground
and over russian airspace.

O NEI' L
| agree. Ckay. You have the year.
And any other materials you al

need.
KELLY (V. Q.)
Thanks sam
O NEI' L
Don't thank nme yet. If this doesn't
work - I'mafraid that your next

assignent will be somewhere off the
coast of antarcti ca.

A nonent of sil ence.

KELLY (V. Q.)
Under st ood. Goodbye Sam

O NEI L
Take car e.

He hangs up and | ooks at the phone receiver.
Then he buzzes his secretary.

SECRETARY (V. Q.)
Yes sir?

O NEI' L
Get nme joint chief Adans.

SECRETARY (V. Q.)
Yes sir.

O neil gets up fromhis seat and wal ks over to a w ndow and
peers out to watch the traffic outside.

H s phone rings.
O neil wal ks back to his desk and answers the phone..
O NEI' L

D ck. Got sonme good news and sone
bad news.
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| NT. ASSEMBLY FLOOR - SI X MONTHS LATER - DAY

The entire plant |ooks different than before. New stations,
cutters, shapers, nolders and even a bl ocked off | aser
station.

Each station has technicians who work with precision tools.
In the mddle of the assenbly floor, sits a black plane.
It's body is al nost conpleted as workers fit in various
sized rivets to the hull.

Barry watches fromthe floor as Tinothy hel ps a group of nen
roll in the planes tires using fork lifts.

Barry then hel ps themunload the forklifts.

Kel Iy wal ks in.

KELLY
Barry.
BARRY
Yeah.
KELLY
We just got word on the new
engi nes.
BARRY
And?
KELLY
They're the new Pratt and whitney
nodel s.
BARRY
The J-58's?
KELLY
Yeah.
TI MOTHY
What's that in horse power?
KELLY
One hundred and sixty thousand per
engi ne.
BARRY
Holy shit.
KELLY
They' Il be here tonorrow.
BARRY
Well, guess it's tine to unl oad

t hese babi es and put themon ice.
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KELLY
O we could inprove their
performance and design around them
Sonmet hing to think about.

BARRY
Maybe. Ckay, let's rip emout guys.

| NT. ASSEMBLY FLOOR - SI XTEEN HOURS LATER - DUSK

The crews renove the |ast engine fromthe bl ackbird using a
ceiling crane, at the sane tinme, a large flatbed rig pulls
in reverse into the assenbly plant.

The flatbed contains two tightly wapped engines in single
file.

Once the rig stops, workers then begin to unwap them
careful ly.

Driver hops down fromthe cab and hands Kelly sonme official
docunents.

Kel Iy signs them
| NT. ASSEMBLY FLOOR - FLATBED

Barry watches as the nen renove sections of wapping and
expose the engine's intricate shape and design. Tubes, turbo
bl ades, highly polished parts. R ght down to the torqued
screws, nuts and bolts.

Each engine has a price tag that rivals wall street.

Above Barry, another ceiling crane nakes it way over to the
fl at bed.

Fromthe crane a cable is |lowered that has a | ocking hook.
Ti not hy noves to the first engine closest to the cab and
starts to attach the cable to key points on the engine
chassi s.

Wr kers place the cable in nol ded hooks and then wap around
the engine until it's fully secure.

TI MOTHY
Ckay. Let's go!

The crane then |ifts the engine slowy. One inch at a tine.

For such sensitive equi pnent noving too fast woul d cause
damage.

Barry keeps a diligent eye on the engine as it |eaves the
fl at bed and descends to the floor |ow enough so if the cable
br oke, the engine would at |east survive the inpact.
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Barry and all of the workers wal k alongside it to the
bl ackbi rd.

Barry's gaze veers to the sleek jet.

Its shape and design | ooks |ike sonething described out of
science fiction novel.

The overhead |ights gl eam across the hull.
FADE TO
EXT. SEEDY HOTEL - BURBANK - DUSK
Pi nps, whores, and junkies hang around a three story hotel's
parking lot. A few fights break out between rival gangs,
whi ch cause dismay to the tourists.

A police car pulls in and starts to break up the scuffle as
t he pinps and whores scatter.

The junkies just sit close by watching the action.
During the conmoti on. .

| NT. HOTEL ROOM - UNKNOWN OCCUPANT

A man sits on a bed. His face is not seen entirely, except
he wears gl asses and snokes a cigarette.

He is al so | ooking at photographs of the SR-71 inside the
| ockheed pl ant being built.

The man flips each photo over to get a glinpse of the
design, which include flaws, or retrofitted parts such as
t he engi nes.

Besi de himon the bed, sits a gun.

As he flips another photo, his left wist is seen wearing a
russi an wat ch.

The man then hears | oud scream ng outside of his room

He wal ks to the wi ndow and slowy cracks the drapes open to
have a peek.

At ground level, he can see a police officer beating a man
with a baton ruthlessly.

Not bot hered by such trival matters, he wal ks back to the
bed and resunmes his work.

| NT. LOCKHEED MARTI N - BOARD ROOM - NEXT DAY

Barry, Tinothy and Kelly sit with a group of scientists as
they go over the final specs of the engines.
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A secretary walks in with coffees and donuts and pl aces them
in front of each person.

Kelly stands in front of a |large drawi ng of their engine and
poi nts out each section of the engine as he explains in
detail. ..

KELLY
Okay. Unlike the last set the J-58s
have a unqi ue feature which hel ps
give the afterburners nore thrust.
At mach 1.5, forward bypass doors
open to hel p nodul ate fl ow and
position the inlet shock. A set of
tertiary doors are closed and the
ej ector doors open. Once mach 1.7
is reached, the aft bypass doors
open slightly and spike begins to
retract to control the inlet shock

BARRY
VWhat about at Mach 27

KELLY
At mach 2, variable-position inlet
gui de vanes translate fromaxial to
canbered for correct conpression
conditions. By mach 2.7, the aft
bypass doors are alnost totally
cl osed again for ramair
requi renments.

Kelly sits down at the table.

TI MOTHY
Jesus. Wth that kind of air flow
mach three coul d be achi eved.

KELLY
Possi bly, but we don't want to take
chances on havi ng the engines
power i ng down agai n.

BARRY
When we inspected the braces, | saw
that nore bolts were added.

KELLY
It was needed to keep the engine
bay fully tightened to achieve a
better bal ance. Since the bl ackbird
is going to reach a speed of mach
2.7, it was necessary to reinforce
t he chassi s bay.

BARRY
Who's going to be ny co-pilot?



25.

KELLY
You' re sitting next to him

Barry gl ances to Tinothy.

BARRY
You' re ki ddi ng.

KELLY
Do | look like I''m kidding? You two
have been working on this project
for alnpost a full year together
Way stop now?

Tl MOTHY
Yeah why stop now?

Barry shoots tinothy a nocking gl ance.

BARRY
He's not a pilot.

KELLY
And yet he went through the sane
training as you did. Look, it's
just a test flight. | would rather
have hi mthere keeping an eye on
the residuals while you concentrate
on your flight vector during the
afterburner tests. Agreed?

Barry has an inpatient |ook, but relents in favor for
Ti not hy.

BARRY
Alright. So, what is the projected
altitude we're supposed to achieve?

KELLY
(&Gins)
The big eighty.
BARRY
Shit. | knew you were going to say
t hat .
TI MOTHY

Sounds |ike fun.
The board | ooks at Ti not hy.

TI MOTHY (CONT. )
VWhat ?

INT. SU T ROOVS - FIVE DAYS LATER - DAY

Barry and Tinothy are being hel ped by technicians dress in
their uniforns. Their suits resenble space flight apparel
including air helnmets that fit onto netal rings.



26.

Ti ot hy | ooks real nervous.

TI MOTHY
Hey Barry.
BARRY
Yeah?
TI MOTHY
Uh, what if | - puke in ny hel net?
BARRY

Then don't. Try to think about
sonepl ace level. Flat, and quiet.
Wth the speed we're going to be
noving at, you'll feel your heart
starting to press inward. Just take
short even breaths and squeeze down
on your diaphram But, why am|
telling you this anyway? You

al ready know.

TI MOTHY
| know - | - just get really
nervous around new t echnol ogy. |
i ke having ny feet on the ground
is all.

Barry turns to face Tinothy as workers continue to fit on
their gl oves, zipping pockets, and lastly places their

hel mets on.

Wth a click! Their helnmets are | ocked into place.

Barry loudly says to Tinothy...

BARRY
Don't worry so nuch. Just watch the
panel s.

TI MOTHY
Yeah. Ckay.

Timothy's eyes are wide |ike saucers but he starts to
control his breathing when one of the technicians pats Barry
on the shoul der.

TECH
Good to go.

BARRY
Thanks.

Barry and Tinothy | eave the suit room

EXT. HALLWAY

A group of techs walk in front of both Barry and Ti not hy
towards the assenbly plant fl oor.
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One opens the door and enters.

| NT. ASSEMBLY FLOOR - CONTI NUOUS

Wrkers Iine up and start to clap and cheer. Barry

acknow edges the teamwith a wave and a healthy grin while
Tinmothy | ooks as if death just wal ked over his grave.
Kelly waits at the bay door entrance.

The bl ackbird is nowhere to be seen -- yet.

Barry and Tinothy neet with Kelly who then turns to nod at
two guards.

They open the doors to reveal outside..

EXT. BLACKBI RD

The newl y designed, and conpleted jet sits patiently
overl ooking the base with its sleek body and sharp features.

It has a | ong neck which points at the nose.

Both engines are fully enclosed within the hull and its
ports are capped cl osed.

Two techs rushes up a | adder and renoves them

Barry wal ks out first, then Tinothy. Both side by side |ike
ground based astronauts.

They approach the SR-71's underbelly where a | adder has been
extended frominside the jet.

They clinb up the | adder. Barry goes first.
Ti mot hy brings up the rear.
| NT. BLACKBI RD

Barry noves to the forward section, and sits down in the

| eft hand seat since he is the pilot. Tinmobthy sits in the
co-pilot seat and both jack in their helnmets to the contro
panel in front of them

BARRY
Check, check
TI MOTHY
| hear ya.
BARRY
Good. Let's go over the flight
list.
TI MOTHY

Ri ght .
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Ti mot hy unl ocks a clip board fromthe panel and opens the
first page as Barry speaks out |oud..

BARRY
Cockpit pressure dunp swtch.
TI MOTHY
Of.
BARRY
Bay air swtch.
TI MOTHY
On.
BARRY

Mani fol d tenperature swtch.

TI MOTHY
Set to auto.

BARRY
Land/taxi light swtch.

TI MOTHY
Of.

They continue on their flight Iist.
Meanwhi | e. .
INT. OFFICE - KELLY - MOVENTS LATER

Kelly is on the phone with Congressman O nei l

KELLY
Wl |l what do you nean grounded?

ONEIL (V.O)
Just what | said. The test is being
post poned until further notice.

KELLY
For christ sake we just got
everything ready to go. The boys
are doing their flight Iist now

ONEIL (V.O)
Vell, tell themto hold off.

KELLY
(Di smayed)
Well mnd telling me what the god
dam reason is?

ONEIL (V.O)
| wish | could. Let's just say -
that there's an unknown variable in
the m Xx.



29.
Kel |y scrunches his eyes and suspects.

KELLY
And does this variabl e know wher e
we are?

ONEIL (V.O)
No. But nost |likely they will soon.

KELLY
Shit.

ONEIL (V.0)
Look just tell them anything. W' ve
i nvested enough into this project

and | don't want to see it all go
up in flanmes. You get ne?

KELLY
Yeah. Alright. I'Il let them know.

ONEIL (V.0)
Good. Keep ne posted.

KELLY
I will.

cick!

Kel I y hangs up.

Exhal es a deep breath
Then | eaves his office.

| NT. BLACKBI RD

Barry and Tinothy are in the groove as they keep checking
items off the list until over Barry's hel met speakers..

KELLY (V.Q.)
Fl i ght cancelled. Come on in.

BARRY
Wi - mind telling us why?

KELLY (V. Q.)
Not here. Cone on in. Both of you.

BARRY
Well for fu...

Ti ot hy unplugs his helmet and exits the plane.

Barry remai ns behind for a nonent, then he too unplugs and
exits.
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EXT. BLACKBI RD

Both clinb down the | adder and wal k over to Kelly who stands
at the bay door entrance.

Techs renove their hel mets.

BARRY
What the fuck is going on?

KELLY
"1l see you in ny office.

Kelly wal ks in first.

Barry and tinothy gl ance at each other.
Then they follow Kelly inside.

INT. OFFICE - KELLY - MOVENTS LATER

Kelly wal ks in first, then Barry and Ti not hy.

KELLY
Cl ose the door.

Ti m cl oses the door.

BARRY
kay. So?

KELLY
O neil postponed the test. He fears
there's an unknown trying to gather
i nformati on about our project.

BARRY
A spy? In Anmerica?

TI MOTHY
Wiy not? We do it all the tinme in
ot her people's country's.

BARRY
That's not the point. Spies don't
stop high clearance tests. Not I|ike

t hi s one.
KELLY
Yeah well, O neil seens to think
ot herwi se. Look, this new era we're
all inright now- it's not |ike

the past with dark shadows or cl oak
and dagger tales where the
obj ective was to get info on
anot her spy. This is about our
country's advancenent using high
tech wi zardry and faster than

( MORE)
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KELLY (cont' d)
bul l et engines. The blackbird is
the only jet on the planet so far
that can reach mach three - we
hope. The cl osest exanple was the
Avro Arrow. And that was built in
Canada in 1952. But lost its
fundi ng because of projected costs
of refits. It was later scrapped.

TI MOTHY
So how | ong do we have to wait
until the snoke clears in
Washi ngt on?

KELLY
At least - two nonths. At best.

BARRY
God damm it.

Barry unzips his suit and sits down.

BARRY ( CONT.)
W were so cl ose.

KELLY
Hey, I'"mjust the nessenger. |I'm as
pi ssed as you are. But Oneil's
right.

BARRY

So what do we do in the neanti me?

KELLY
O neil's got Adans in an uproar
about it. Ei senhower is assigning
suits to look for this - unknown as
qui ckly as possi bl e.

TI MOTHY
He's in the city?

KELLY
Yeah. W think. W don't know for
sure yet.

BARRY

G eat. And here | was thinking
about ny retirenent package in
fiji.

KELLY
Just - watch your asses. That's al
| have.

Barry gets up quickly and exits Kelly's office. Tinothy says
not hing nore and al so exits and cl oses the door.



EXT. H GAWAY - BARRY'S CAR - DAY

Barry is driving his car at cruising speed al ong the
hi ghway. A 62 Corvette converti bl e.

Tinmothy is riding shotgun.
Fromthe front of their car they converse..

TI MOTHY
Come on man, it's not like the
project is on hold forever.

BARRY
| don't give a shit. This whole
plan was to get ne over russian
ai rspace so we can get a glinpse of
what' s happeni ng deep i nside
siberian territory.

TI MOTHY
What do think is going on?
BARRY
| just heard runors.
TI MOTHY
Runor s?
BARRY

Yeah. Sonething about - a possible
doonsday weapon in the works. The
boys at langley seemto think it's
all real but they don't have enough
proof yet. Hence the U2 that got
its ass shot down.

TI MOTHY
How is Gary by the way?

BARRY

(Annoyed)
Not bad considering his reputation
bei ng tarni shed. The god dam nedi a
really made him |l ook |ike sone -
crimnal. He only revealed his
altitude and ot her usel ess info,
but the anerican public seemto
think that he's a coward. O worse
yet, a traitor.

TI MOTHY
| know. | heard the stories.

BARRY
He just did his job for Christ
sake. And this is the fucking
t hanks he gets? Nobody woul d

( MORE)

32.
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BARRY (cont' d)
conplain if they found what the
boys at the CI A were | ooking for
because then they would think, it's
in the best interest for the public
good. VWhich pisses ne off the nost.

TI MOTHY
Easy Barry.

BARRY
(gets angry)
|"mnot going to take it easy god
damm it. I've had it with the
wal ki ng on egg shells bull shit.
(Hts the steering wheel)

Barry makes a hard right turn and pulls off the highway and
di sturbs other drivers.

EXT. H GHAWAY SHOULDER

He brakes hard causing sone dust to fly up. He then shuts
of f the engine.

Commuters who see it drive by honking their horns and shout
profanities.

COVMJTER (O C.)
Hey! Learn how to drive you prick

COWUTER #2 (Q.C.)
Get a life noron!

Barry listens to the randomjibes as Tinothy tries to hide
his face.

Tl MOTHY
Christ man, you really love to --
BARRY
Love to what? Love - to what?
TI MOTHY
(Def | at es)

Not hi ng. Forget | said anything.
EXT. BARRY' S CAR - DRI VER SI DE

Barry gazes ahead and stares at nothing. He tries to calm
hi s nerves because of the delay of the project.

Timothy sits up.

BARRY
After the exchange, Gary's wife was
- thrown into an insane asylum
Just to avoid bad publicity.

( MORE)
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BARRY (cont' d)
Through sone - political pressure,
both sides decided to do an
exchange of prisoners.

TI MOTHY
Yeah. Some colonel | think it was.

BARRY
Wl liam Fisher. AKA, Rudolf Abel.
But guess who canme up with the idea
of the exchange?

TI MOTHY
VWho?

BARRY
Gary's ol d man.

TI MOTHY
No shit. H s dad?

BARRY
Yup. And when Gary finally got
honme, he didn't get the wel com ng
matt tossed in front of him No,
no. It was a cold reception. No
fl ags, no honorabl e band, no -
hero's wel come hone. Not hing. Just
a howdy doo, and why didn't you
take the poison pill like you were
supposed to?

Traffic flows by. Alight breeze helps to calmBarry's
nerves.

EXT. BARRY' S CAR - TRUNK

They sit idly on the shoulder of the road to watch the cars
and trucks.

Timothy feels for Barry's situation and rather than trying
to argue nore about it, sits quietly in the passenger side
and watches the road as highway traffic continues.

Only the back of their heads are seen.

TI MOTHY
Feel for sonme pizza?

BARRY
| guess. VWhy? Are you buyi ng?

TI MOTHY
Way not ?

Barry starts the car and jabs the pedal once.
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A beefy roar fromthe Corvette causes Barry to smrk and
places it into gear.

He then pulls away and nerges with the traffic flow

EXT. PIZZA JO NT - DAY

Barry's car is parked in the front of the building as
pedestrians wal k al ong the sidewal k. A few people stop to
ogle at the car's mmjestic shape and desi gn.

I NT. PIZZA JO NT

A smal|l place. Ten tables, four chairs to a table. Checkered
table cloths. AOd country photos of both Rone and Sicily.

Candle light jars on each table.
Two pretty italian waitresses who wi pe and cl ean tabl es.
Bot h shaped |i ke aphrodite and then sone.

By the front wndow, Barry and Timeat their pizza. One with
t he works.

BARRY
(Ful'l routh)
This is really good. |'ve never

even heard of this place before.

TI MOTHY
Found it by accident. Was out on a
date after nmy successful win at a
pool tournament. Yet, sonehow -
| ost ny date that very night.

BARRY
How?

Tl MOTHY
Beats nme. One nonent | was enjoying
my wwn with a trophy and pl aque,
with ny girl on ny arm and the
next nmonent found nyself in here
eating pizza.

BARRY
Were you drunk?

TI MOTHY
Uh yeabh.

BARRY

Wel | she probably thought you were
too drunk and wanted to go hone.

TI MOTHY
|'ve been drunk with her before.



36.

BARRY
True. But she probably thought at
one point - is this all he does on

t he weekend?

Tinmot hy stops eating and | ooks at Barry for a nonent.

The questi
wonder .

BARRY ( CONT.)
Did | hit a nerve?

TI MOTHY
Yeah. Actually you did. You don't
know ne that well yet to make that
ki nd of assunption.

BARRY
It's not an assunption. It's an
observati on.

TI MOTHY
And what do you see?

BARRY
| see - a young guy who |likes to do
things his way no matter what
anyone el se says. Adm rable, but
highly toxic in a rel ationship.
made that same m stake nyself.

TI MOTHY
Well | work hard and Iike to play.

BARRY
Yeah but, did you ever ask on what
she likes to do on her days off?

on causes Tinothy to sit back in his chair and

TI MOTHY
She - enjoyed going out with ne.
Even on my tournanent nights.

BARRY
True. But it only lasts so |ong
until she gets bored. Myself - | -
screwed up ny rel ationshi ps because
of nmy work al one. Constant nights
goi ng over plans, blueprints,
endl ess voi ce recordi ngs on what
needs to be changed. It took a | ot
of ny tinme away fromthe nost
i mportant person in ny life.

Tl MOTHY
So you don't date anynore?
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BARRY
Oh | date, but | keep the
rel ati onshop on a | ong | eash.

Ti mot hy spots one of the waitresses gazing their way as she
w pes down a table.

Her co-worker shines gl asses.

TI MOTHY
See that waitress over there?

Barry in a nonchal ant way averts his eyes to the pretty
server.

BARRY
Yeah.

TI MOTHY
She' s been eyei ng you the whol e
time. And you didn't even see it.

BARRY
Yes | did.
TI MOTHY
No you didn't. | nean, |ook at that

rack of hers.

BARRY
kay - so, she's pretty. Does she
have brai ns?

TI MOTHY
What does that natter? You can see
how she wants to neet you. And
heard that the italian woman can
suck the chrome off of a trailer
hi t ch.

BARRY
( Chuckl es)
Ah jesus. You really have a one
track m nd.

Just then, the waitress wal ks over to their table.

VWAl TRESS
So how s the food?

BARRY
Real |y good. Best pizza | had in a
long tine.

WAl TRESS
(Beans a smle)
Thank you. | made it.
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BARRY
You di d? You serve and bake?

WAI TRESS

Wiy not? | have to keep ny talents

up to sone degree.
She sits down beside Barry.
Tinmothy just stares at themw th a surprised expression.
The other waitress wal ks over to the table.
She too sits down next to Tinothy.
Al start to talk and enjoy a quiet nonent.

LATER. ..
| NT. BARRY' S BEDROOM - NEXT MORNI NG

Barry wakes up and finds a body |lying next to himhalf
covered face up

It's his waitress. A beautiful woman wth |ong bl ack hair,
breasts the size of cantel opes that hold their shape despite
on how she sl eeps on her back.

As she breathes her breasts rises and falls gently.

An opportune nmonment for Barry as he | eans over and ki sses
her |ips softly.

She stirs in her sleep and reacts w thout warning as her
arnms wraps around his neck.

He covers them both with the bl anket.
| NT. TI MOTHY' S BEDROOM

Ti mot hy wakes, and rolls over to see his waitress |ying next
to him She's nore petite, and offers his droopy eyes a
wonder ful di splay of her nakedness |ying on her right side
as she sl eeps soundly.

TI MOTHY
(Utters)
| guess it's true what they say
about italian wonen.

WAl TRESS
Ohn? And what do they say?

She noves closer to Tinothy as she grins w de.

Tl MOTHY
| thought you were sl eeping.
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WAl TRESS
Oh | was. But then I felt your eyes
burning into ny skin.

TI MOTHY
Hmn A cook and a psychic. N ce
conbi nati on

WAI TRESS
Now t hen. Let's get nore aquainted
shal | we?

TI MOTHY

( Dunbf ounded | ook)
Yes, let's.

She then eases herself on top of Tinothy. Her shape and
nmuscl es flex once she feels that her sex has made cont act
with his.

Bot h begin to becone fruitful with each other

MJUCH LATER. ..

EXT. PIZZA JO NT - DAY

Barry drives up to the front of the pizza joint and drops
both girls off. Tinothy gets out to fold his seat up so they
can exit the back seat.

Barry's girl wal ks over to the driver side and hands hima
not e.

She ki sses his cheek.

VWAl TRESS
Call ne.

He | ooks at the note to see her nane... Cassie. Short for
Cassandra al ong wi th her phone nunber.

Barry smrks.

BARRY
| will - Cassie.

They both kiss again, but with nore passion.
Tinmothy and his girl exchange nunbers too.

TI MOTHY
Thanks - Di na.

DI NA
My work days are --



Tl MOTHY
Don't tell nme. Let ne check in now
and again. O herw se your boss
woul d get nad.

DI NA
Boss? W don't have one.

TI MOTHY
What ? What do you nean?

DI NA
Me and Cassie own the place. W are
t he bosses.

TI MOTHY
s that so? Oh wow. Ckay. Next tine
-- you, pick a place.
DI NA
(Sm | es)
Deal .
They ki ss hard and passionately.
Barry honks his horn!
BARRY
Hey, conme on! Grls got to nmake a
['iving too.
Both part for air.
Tinmothy turns and wal ks to the car.
Cassie joins Dina's side as Tinothy hops in the car.
Bot h wonen wave to the boys as Barry drives away.

EXT. BARRY' S CAR - PASSENCER SI DE W NDOW - DAY

Tl MOTHY
Whew.
BARRY
What ?
TI MOTHY
That's too much woman. Holy shit.
BARRY
Good ni ght ?
TI MOTHY
Good? It was - it was beyond

i magi nati on. How was your night?

40.
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BARRY
Well you were right. They can suck
the chrone off a hitch

TI MOTHY
See? | told you. God! | can't wait
for our next date.

BARRY
Yeah but first we're going to see
O neil.

TI MOTHY

Uh, how? He's in DC

BARRY
| brought two tickets once | got
home. Qur flight |eaves in two
hour s.

TI MOTHY
Ho man. And uh, how are we going to
get in? It's only done by invite.
And you ny friend, are not that
important. Neither am]l.

BARRY
Leave that to ne.

TI MOTHY
| knew you were gonna say that.

EXT. BARRY' S CAR - TRUNK

Barry merges with the traffic. Cars, trucks, honking
comuters. Barry changes | anes.

| NT. LAX Al RPORT

Hundr eds of people walk in and out of the airport. Barry and
Ti mot hy approach a nore secured area of the term nal and
wal k past sone guards.

| NT. PRI VATE AREA - CONTI NUQUS

Barry and Tinothy arrive and stand in front of a single desk
meant for one purpose only. Two guards stand at attention on
either side of the desk

The clerk is a pretty woman. (30'S) She's dressed in airport
attire. But, fashionable.

CLERK
Can | help you gentl enen?
BARRY
Yes. | booked two seats on the next

flight to washington. Barry
Desal | e.
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CLERK
| see. I'lIl need to see your
identification along with your
assi gned papers.

Barry pulls out his ID card and Papers as Ti nothy glances at
hi m qui zzi cal | y.

Most |y because he didn't hear about any papers.
Barry hands them over to the clerk.

CLERK ( CONT.)
Thank you. It wll be just a

moment. 1'1l need you ID too
pl ease.

TI MOTHY
Huh? Ch.

Tinmothy pulls out his ID card and hands it to her.
She exam nes the papers and all signatures.

Ti mot hy gazes at the two behenoth guards that remain
not i onl ess.

Wth the clerk satisfied..

CLERK ( CONT.)
(Hands everyt hi ng back)
Thank you. Everything is in order.
You can go to term nal gate two.

BARRY
Thank you.

CLERK
You' re wel cone.

Barry | eads Tinothy down a new hallway and hands himhis ID
card.

A hallway not for public use.

Enmpty.
| NT. TERM NAL GATE 2 - A MOMENT LATER

They both arrive to see a Boeing 707 sitting idle. Two
guards approach them

Al RPORT GUARD
Sir.

BARRY
Sergeant. Are we ready to go?
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Al RPORT GUARD
Yes sir. Captain Schneider is
onboard and finishing up the flight
checks.

BARRY
Good. Let's go.

TI MOTHY
VWhat's with all this? How did you
manage to get your hands on that?

BARRY
Schnei der owed ne a favor. It was
al so a good excuse for himto get
away fromthe ball and chain.

Tl MOTHY
Shit. Are we the only one's goi ng?

BARRY
No. There's a few nore people |ike
nysel f hitching a ride.

EXT. LAX - FUEL DEPOT - THE UNKNOWN VARI ABLE - CONTI NUOUS

A man sits in a car and uses a pair of binoculars at his
driver's side w ndow.

Through the binoculars: He can see both Barry and Ti not hy
entering the 707 at the gate.

Bi nocul ars drop. Only his eyes are seen. G een nenacing
eyes.

| NT. 707 - PASSENGER SEATS

Barry and Tinothy walk in to see just a few dozen ot her
peopl e sparsl ey separated from one anot her.

A stewardess approaches them

STEWARDESS
Good norning. You can take any seat
you W sh.

BARRY

Thank you. Sone coffee would be
nice once we're underway.

STEWARDESS
Say no nore. Enjoy your flight.

BARRY
Thanks.

Barry and Ti mwal k down an aisle towards the m d-section.

Ti mot hy spots a nice seat. At |east he thinks so.
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Thi s one | ooks good.

BARRY
Yeah sure.
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Tinmothy gets in first and sits next to the w ndow.

Barry sits beside him
They bot h buckl e up.

TI MOTHY
Haven't been on a commercial flight
for a long tine.

BARRY
Nei t her have |.

TI MOTHY
Do you really think that you can
convince Oneil to go ahead with
t he project? He was adamant about
suspendi ng the programfor two
months. Kelly is going to have shit
fit about it because we went behind
hi s back.

As they talk...
EXT. LAX - FUEL DEPOT - THE UNKNOWN VARI ABLE -

CONTI NUQUS

The unknown vari able conti nues to observe the 707 with his

bi nocul ars.

Thr ough Bi nocul ars: He sees both nen at the m d-section.

can only make out Ti nothy.
He sees the shadow of Barry next to him

EXT. 707 - WNDOW - BARRY - TIM - CONTI NUOUS

BARRY
Leave Kelly to ne.

TI MOTHY
Wl | what about this = unknown
vari abl e? The spy?

BARRY
| have a plan for that.
TI MOTHY
(Si ghs)
Jesus. | just hope this doesn't

fuck everything up

BARRY
WIIl you relax? | got it covered.

But
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Tinmothy just stares at Barry for a nonent.

Tl MOTHY
Okay. We'll do it your way.

EXT. LAX - FUEL DEPOT - THE UNKNOWN VARI ABLE - CONTI NUQUS

The spy starts the car and drives away towards the main
t erm nal

EXT. 707 - TAXI'S ON TARVAC

Airliner slowy makes it way to the front of the runway. A
few ot her passenger jets bring up the rear and stop to all ow
the 707 to take off first.

MEANVHI LE. .

On another jet...

| NT. PASSENGER Al RLI NER - SPY

The spy sits near the back of the plane. He watches the 707
t aki ng of f.

Then, his jet is next.

EXT. Al RLI NER

The jet begins its take off run and reaches a cool speed of
150 m |l es an hour.

Its nose dips up and the jet |eaves the tarnac.

Bl ue snoke plunes fromthe engi ne exhaust as it coasts into
the air.

EXT. 707 - IN FLIGHT

The jet cruises at an altitude of twenty five thousand feet.
Scattered clouds, and a beautiful view of the |and bel ow

| NT. 707 - STEWARDESS

St ewar dess pushes a rolling cart full of goodies and fresh
brewed coffee

She stops at Barry's seat.

STEWARDESS
Here we are. Any sugar or creanf

BARRY
Two sugars pl ease.

TI MOTHY
Just bl ack for ne.
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STEWARDESS
Alright. Anything to eat? W have
muf fi ns, cakes, sandw ches,
jellies

—

TI MOTHY
"Il take a muffin.

BARRY
Coffee is fine.

STEWARDESS
kay.

As she prepares their order..

BARRY
| spoke with the director of the
Cl A before we left.

TI MOTHY
Ww. You have a lot of friends.

BARRY
Not really. We don't see eye to eye
on nost occasions. But with this -
unknown | urking he did nmanage to
get his hands sone juicy
information for ne.

TI MOTHY
And?

BARRY
Ni bet z.

TI MOTHY
Ni bet z?

BARRY

That's the nanme they got of this so
called variable. He entered the
country using false ID and rented a
car at the airport. The nanme was
entered into the data base and a
few days later flagged it red.

STEWARDESS
Here you go gentl enen.

Barry and tinothy take their orders and the stewardess noves
on.

TI MOTHY
So this Nibetz guy - do the boys in
| angl ey think he's just
surveill ance?
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BARRY
They don't know. He hasn't done
anything - yet.

Timot hy realizes..

Timot hy' s

Tl MOTHY
Then why is he here other than just
to --

BARRY
To what ?

Tl MOTHY

He's followng us isn't he?

BARRY
Yup. He's probably on the flight
ri ght behind us.

TI MOTHY
(Whi spers, urgent)
Shit. What do we do once we | and?

BARRY
Well, he wants to gather enough
intelligence to report back with
Let's give himthat chance.

Tl MOTHY
Just like that? In capitol hill?
You do realize that place is
crawling with security guards. Not
to nention under cover hit squads.
He knows this.

BARRY
Maybe. But, if he's gonna risk his
cover just to get close to us, we
m ght as well make himthink that
we don't know that he's follow ng
us.

eyes dart side to side. H s anxiousness shows.

TI MOTHY
A wol f hunt.

BARRY
Now you're getting it. Yes. W'l
let himinside the hill. And once

we get himin a place with no exit
or back door, that's when Oneils
forces step in. But we have to nake
it look like that we're on official
busi ness.

TI MOTHY
Aren't we?
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BARRY
No. This whole thing is going to be
on ny shoul ders. You're just along
for the ride.

TI MOTHY
Gee, thanks buddy.

BARRY
l'mgoing to retire soon. | want
this last flight to be nmy finest
run. And no spy is going to stop
ne.

Ti mot hy has nothing else to say. He sips his delicious
cof f ee.

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. DULLES | NTERNATI ONAL Al RPORT - FIVE HOURS LATER

Barry and Tinothy exit the termnal. Barry flags a cab.

TI MOTHY
That was a good burger

BARRY
Yeah. But | wanted us to eat first
and |l et our spy catch up.

TI MOTHY
But we don't know what he | ooks
like.

BARRY

Don't need to.
A cab pulls up to the curb.
They clinb in.
| NT. CAB

The driver is neat in appearance. C ean cab, clean seats,
gum on the floor.

The radi o plays soft tunes to help set the nood of a
friendly driver.

CAB DRI VER
VWhere to?

BARRY
Capitol hill.

CAB DRI VER

Of to an early day.

no
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EXT. CAB
Cab pulls away.
Yet at the doors of the termnal..

EXT. DULLES | NTERNATI ONAL Al RPORT - FRONT DOORS

The spy watches the cab pulling away, and then wal ks out to
hail his own cab.

| NT. CAB
Ti mot hy | ooks out his window to see the many white buil dings

of DC. Areflection of the past colonies when slaves were
the trend and fad for settlers.

CAB DRI VER
So what do you think of our great
city?
BARRY
Coul d use sone nicer colors.
CAB DRI VER
Yeah. | agree. Wite is too - bland

for my taste. No imagi nati on when
it comes to the big wgs.

Tl MOTHY
What col or do you think they should
be?

CAB DRI VER

| don't know. Red, blue, hell a
nice picture of a girl in a bikini
standi ng next to the president

m ght be good too. Tells the people
that he's not all bullshit.

BARRY
( Chuckl es)
| don't think his wife would |ike
t hat .

CAB DRI VER
Ah what does she care? She's too
busy with the sunmer |ineup of
cl ot hing styl es.

| NT. SPY'S CAB

Spy sits in the back seat. His face is not seen fully in the
rearview mrror.

He keeps a watchful eye on his targets five car |engths
ahead of him
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EXT. FREEWAY | NLET - CONTI NUOUS

Both taxis nerge with the heavy traffic as they continue on
to downt own DC.

Spy remains far enough back as to not raise suspicions.

EXT. CHOPPER IN FLIGHT OVER A TY

The daily news chopper flies over the freeway. Both taxis
can be seen fromits perspective.

EXT. FREEWAY EXI T

Barry's cab takes the exit.

Ten seconds later, the spy foll ows.

Roadsi de sign - CAPITOL HLL - 5 mles.

EXT. WASHI NGTON DC - METRO AREA - MOMENTS LATER

Barry's taxi turns left at an intersection. Another sign
reads - Capitol Hi Il 500 feet.

Behind cab: As they drive on, road |owers out of sight to
show Capitol Hill on its own.

Maj estic, old, white building that houses powerful people.
EXT. CAPITOL HLL - MOVENTS LATER - EARLY DUSK

Cab pulls up to the curb.
| NT. CAB

Barry pays the driver.

CAB DRI VER
Thanks pal .
BARRY
Thi nk you can stick around for
awhi | e?
CAB DRI VER
Way? You goi ng back to the airport?
BARRY
Possi bl y.
CAB DRI VER

That's an extra hun.
Barry hands hima one hundred dollar bill.

CAB DRI VER ( CONT.)
Be right here.
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BARRY
Thanks.

Bot h get out of the cab.

Barry turns to face the road they drove down on. He sees the
traffic. And many ot her cabs.

Until he spots one pulling to the side of the road behind a
car.

He waits.

EXT. SPY'S CAB

Cab sits behind a truck. The spy doesn't nove or get out
yet.

EXT. CAPITOL HI LL - CONTI NUOUS

Ti not hy approaches Barry.

TI MOTHY
VWhat is it?

BARRY
| don't know. Maybe not hing.

TI MOTHY
| ook, if he is going to follow us |
don't think he's going to show
hi msel f right away.

BARRY
Yeah. Yeah, you may be right.

TI MOTHY
Let's go.

Both turn and wal k up the flight of stone steps of Capitol
Hill.

EXT. SPY'S CAB

Spy gets out of the cab. H's back is shown while he observes
both Barry and Tinothy wal k up the steps of Capitol hill.

Cautiously he pursues using pedestrians as cover.

INT. CAPITOL HI LL - FRONT ENTRANCE

Both walk in. Barry turns to | ook down the steps to see
dozens of people at an intersection waiting for the
crosswal k sign to turn.

Tinmothy joins himto watch

Fromtheir perspectives, they see the citizens start to
Cross.
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Except for one person who remai ns behi nd.
Barry's eyes spots him

TI MOTHY
You t hi nk?

BARRY
May be.

EXT. | NTERSECTI ON

Spy watches the building fromthe street corner.

He senses sonething m ght be wong in his pursuit and
decides to turn right and wal k down the sidewal k.

INT. CAPITOL HI LL - FRONT ENTRANCE

Barry and Ti mwatch hi mwal ki ng away. Both can see by the
spy's body mannerisns and cautious display that being caught
early in the ganme is not an option.

Once the spy is no longer seen, they turn to face one
anot her .

BARRY
He won't risk comng in here. Not
with this much security and the
i nsur nount abl e anobunt of caneras.

TI MOTHY
| f he knows about the project then
he m ght know of its delay because
we know about him

BARRY
Yeah. That would give himnore tine
to follow us straight to the
sour ce.

Timothy glances to the outside in reference to the spy, then
back at Barry.

TI MOTHY
You' re not thinking of actually...

BARRY
You catch on quick don't you?

TI MOTHY
That's i nsane. And danger ous.

BARRY
We need to defuse himas soon as
possi ble. Delaying this project is
costing us tinme and noney.
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TI MOTHY
Yeah - but, letting himjust walk
right in...

BARRY

Well, not right into the base, but
cl ose enough to get hinself caught
by the troops is a far better
option than having a shoot out.

TI MOTHY
Think Oneil will go for it?

BARRY
He' d better. This whole project was
his idea in the first place.
Their backs are shown as they walk to Oneil's office.

INT. CAPITOL HILL - O NEILS OFFI CE

O neil rubs his chin as he eyes both men in front of him

O NEI L
That's not a bad idea.

BARRY
Think of it as just - w ndow
shopping for him |I'mpretty sure
what ever information he's got
al ready was attained through sone
-- dark corners if you take ny

meani ng.

O NEI' L
Meani ng we have a traitor at the
base.

TI MOTHY

Possi bly. Let's hook them up and
find out who it is.

BARRY
That way we can keep it quiet.

Oneil wings his fingers a few seconds, then picks up his
snifter of scotch and downs the renaining contents.

He gets up for arefill.

O NEI' L
You boys want one?

BARRY
' m fine.

TI MOTHY

l'mfine too.
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Okay. We'll open up an area the
| east protected. W'll say the
grounds need alterations for nore -
added security but was del ayed
because of this situation. I'Il
send word in using our usual method
so they pick it up as nothing nore
than - - daily routine. [|"l
aut hori ze sone phone taps too, but
that won't be as reliable. If there
is atraitor, they'Il just use an
out si de |ine.

BARRY
Then we' |l just tap the cl osest
pl ace nearest to the base.

O NEI' L
Good. Yes, that works too. Sone of
the workers like to go off-base for

| unch.
TI MOTHY
| can be the | ook out.
O NEI L
Right. Well - - seens we have our

interests in |ine.
O neil sits back down.

BARRY
Sir...

O NEI' L
| know what you're going to say.
Since the U2 incident the president
has been a little paranoid. If

that's what you can call it.
BARRY
Is this really the best answer we
have?
O NEI' L

If it's not us, then it's soneone
el se who woul d conme up with anot her
spy plane. This cold war has done
not hi ng but anplify everyone's
suspi ci ons about each other. | for
one think that the blackbird could
be used for nore practical issues
than flying over russia just to

t ake photographs. But, | don't get
to make that decision.

A noment of sil ence between them



Then. ..

TI MOTHY
| think a nice steak is in order

O NEI' L
(Puzzl ed, chuckl es)
Put some shrinp or |obster with
that order. Lord knows | could go
for that right now

BARRY
We'll make this work.

O NEI' L
You' d better. Because | prom sed
Kelly that if he didn't deliver our
product, that his next appoi ntnent
woul d be in Antarctica.

TI MOTHY
Whoa.
O NEI' L
So, you know what's at stake -
right?
BARRY
Yes sir.
O NEI' L

Good. Now, |'ve got nore papers and
docunents to authorize, so if you
boys will excuse ne.

Both nmen get up and exit Oneils office.

EXT. O NEILS OFFI CE

After they exit...

TI MOTHY
| don't |ike the cold.
BARRY
Wrd fromthe wise - - If you're

standing in the harshest weather
provi ded by our world, don't take a
piss outside if you feel the need.

TI MOTHY
Eeesh.

They both wal k al ong the hallway as office workers nove
about. A few unifornmed guards patrol the halls.

LATER. ..

55.
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EXT. RESTAURANT

Barry and Tont hy wal k out of the restaurant. Tinothy
expresses his satisfaction of eating such a delicious |unch.

TI MOTHY
Ah! That hit the spot. (Pats
st omach)
BARRY
Not a bad place. Conme on, we have
to get back.

They choose to wal k down the sidewal k anong ot her shoppers
and | ooky-1 oos.

EXT. TV SHOP

As they pass by the wi ndow of a television shop. A news
report shows Kennedy tal ki ng about Vi et nam

KENNEDY (O. S.)
"I don't think that unless a
greater effort is nmade by the
government to wi n popul ar support
that the war can be won out there.
In the final analysis, it is their
war. They are the ones who have to
wnit or lose it. W can help
them we can give them equi pnent,
we can send out nmen out there as
advi sors, but they have to win it,
t he people of Vietnam against the
conmuni sts. "

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. LAX - FRONT ENTRANCE

Barry and Tinothy exit the term nal.

TI MOTHY
Where's your car again?

BARRY
That way.

Both walk to Barry's car that sits idle in the parking
stall.

EXT. BARRY' S CAR

They get in the car, and Barry starts it with a jab of his
foot on the gas pedal.

He reverses out and shifts it into foward and heads back to
t he base.
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EXT. BARRY' S CAR - PASSENCER SI DE W NDOW - DAY

Both remain quiet on the drive back.

EXT. GATEHOUSE - CONTI NUOUS

Barry pulls up but stops shy of the gate.
Ti not hy expl ains. ..
TI MOTHY
There's a diner down the hi ghway
about a mle fromhere where the
workers like to eat off-base.

BARRY
Good, we can use that then.

Barry noves over and parks in front of the gate.
A guard wal ks out .

GATE GUARD
| D pl ease and papers.

Barry hands them over. Tinothy hands his I D card over.
When the guard is satisfied..

GATE GUARD
Thank you. You can proceed.

Guard hands over their |ID and papers.

He wal ks over to the gate house and presses the gate button.
Gate slides open, Barry drives through.

Gat e cl oses.

MJUCH LATER. .

| NT. SEEDY MOTEL ROOM - NEXT DAY

The spy is on the phone with his contact. Only the back of
his head is seen.

PHONE (V. Q)
Word of construction is del ayed.
North side - no guards or security
patrols are gonna be there. That's
your only way in. You'll have about
ten mnutes to get what you need
and get the hell out of there.

dick!

Spy hangs up the phone and gazes at the far wall.
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At the sane tine...

EXT. TIMOTHY' S CAR - ACROSS DI NER

Tinmothy sits in the driver's seat of a car across the road
fromthe diner with a single headphone speaker to his ear.

He can see who the caller is who uses a payphone.

Man hangs up. A click! sound over the headphone.

By Tinothy's perspective, the traitor is a young man (20'YS)
wearing a white sleeved shirt and bl ack pants. A well
grooned man who gl ances around in a timd way nmaking sure he
is not seen making the call.

He goes back into the diner.

Fromthe driver's window Tinothy watches himwth a stoic
gaze.

TI MOTHY
Got cha

EXT. BASE - N GHT

The spy noves through the tree groves wearing all black
cl ot hing and a hood.

From his point of view he can see the glow of |ights over
the tree tops which tells himhe is getting nmuch closer to
hi s objective.

After a couple of quick glances to his surroundi ngs, he
noves on

EXT. NORTH S| DE FENCE

The spy approaches and hunches down in front of a wire
fence.

Assenbly plant stands tall.
H's ultimate goal .

He gl ances side to side, then pulls out wire cutters and
begins to cut the fence quickly.

Once he's done, he enters the cut open entrance.

EXT. OTHER SI DE OF FENCE

He waits a couple of seconds.
Looks right to left.
VWhat he is not aware of, is that dozens of armed guards wait

behi nd steel containers that are lined up in front of the
assenbly plant's walls.
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He chooses to go left.
Fromhis left side: As he nakes his way towards a back door
to the assenbly plant he suddenly stops to realize that his
noment of success seens to easy.
Wiy are there no guards wal ki ng about ?

He exhal es a couple of breaths. H s anxi ousness starts to
buil d and suddenly backs up a coupl e of steps.

In his fear of being caught he turns to run back to the cut
entrance.

When suddenly. ..
Dozens of soldiers junp out from behind the containers.

SOLDI ER
Freeze!! Put your hands up! Put
your hands up!

From above their | ocation, nore soldiers on the rooftop
shine down flashlights upon the spy.

SOLDI ER #2
Lay on the ground! Lay on the
ground now !

EXT. ASSEMBLY PLANT BACK DOOR

Both Barry and Tinothy wal k out of the plant with the
traitor in handcuffs and joins the nen.

One of the soliders cuffs the spy and renoves his hood.

The spy is young (30'S). Chiseled good | ooks, with a
nmust ache. Bl ue eyes, brown hair.

BARRY
Wio are you? Wio sent you?

Ti not hy speaks to the spy in russian.

TI MOTHY
(Subtitled)
He asked who you are. | suggest you
tell himif you don't want your
face all over the news.

Barry shoots Tinothy a puzzl ed | ook.

BARRY
Wiere the hell did you learn
Russi an?

TI MOTHY

In ny third year in.
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SPY
(Subtitled)
You won't get anything fromnme. |
only know what | gather for
intelligence. Your - plane wll
never breach russian airspace.

TI MOTHY
He says our plane won't breach
russi an airspace.

BARRY
Qur U2 did.

TI MOTHY
(Subtit! ed)
Qur W2 did.

SPY
(Subtitled)
Yeah, by | uck.

Ti mot hy sm rks.

BARRY
What he say?

TI MOTHY
He said yeah, but only by I uck.

SCLDI ER #2
Cone on.

Soldier pulls the spy to an awaiting MP jeep.
Barry turns to the traitor.

BARRY
So who the hell are you working
for? After all this tinme on
nodifying the lifters wth your
brilliant ideas you go ahead and
turn spy? For what purpose?

TRAI TOR
| got ny reasons.

TI MOTHY
Reasons? You're a god damm aneri can
who's going to go to prison for the
rest of your life. O worse.
Possi bl y execut ed.

TRAI TOR
Ask yourself this. Wiy go through
the trouble of building this plane
in the first place? Qur countries
spy on each other all of the tinme
( MORE)
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TRAI TOR (cont' d)
usi ng the next best idea. Like
mne, and use it to - - peep in
ot her peopl e's business. Qur world
is noving too fast as it is. Next
thing you knowit's a new tank. A
new carrier with pilotless fighter
jets. O, a new chem cal weapon
that nmelts your skin off. Things of
t hat nature which hel ps our claim
as the nost powerful nation on
earth. Wiere in the end - it would
only make us | ook |ike nothing nore
than just thugs. So, go ahead. Fly
your magni ficent blackbird for al
| care.

BARRY
Get hi mout of here.

Soldiers take away the traitor.
Barry wal ks over the fence and grabs it.

Timothy joins him

TI MOTHY
You don't believe that shit he just
sai d?

BARRY
He has a point. Although a weak
one.

TI MOTHY
Come on. That's just - marxi st
bul | shi t.

BARRY

Maybe. But ask yourself this, why
do we continue to design and create
weapons that are nore powerful than
t he next one? Have you seen the
pattern lately to our history?

TI MOTHY
What do you nmean?

BARRY
W war every twenty or so years.
And every single tine, the weapons
get better and better. Technol ogy
has becone the weapon.

Tl MOTHY
Yeah. Yeah, that's true. But the
bl ackbird. Isn't it the hope of
stopping it?
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Barry shoots hima concerned gl ance.

BARRY
s it?

Barry wal ks to the back door of the assenbly plant.
Ti not hy wat ches his back while the soldiers patrol the area.
Feeling defeated, Tinothy foll ows him
BLEND TGO
EXT. BLACKBIRD - FLIGHT TEST - JULY 20TH 1963 - DAY

A tow vehicle stops outside of the assenbly plant as soon as
t he bl ackbird clears the bay.

The sunlight gleans across its surface.

Sharp lines, snooth fusel age which |l eads to the point at the
nose where the antenna sticks out.

By anyone's persepective its design marks the jet as the
nost i npressive ever created.

A jet on steroids.

From behi nd the engine ports, both Barry and Ti nothy wal k
out in their suits and helents.

Wul d be astronauts on their first voyage.

EXT. BLACKBI RD - LADDER

They clinb up the | adder and enter the jet's inner sanctum

| NT. BLACKBI RD

Barry takes the pilot seat, while Tinothy sits down in the
co-pilot seat.

Both plug their air intake valves to the jet's onboard
oxygen val ves and | ock themin.

Barry speaks to Tinothy using his helnet mc..

BARRY
Right. Let's go over the flight
list.

Tl MOTHY
Ready.

| NT. TONER

Kelly watches with a group of officials and generals.
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Radar stations, communi cations, ai

ir flow radar and ot her
personnel watch their nonitors with di

i gence.
Kel | y addresses a general .

KELLY
We've set up a prelimnary test
route to see how fast and how hi gh
t he bl ackbird can reach.

CGENERAL
Where exact!ly?

Kelly wal ks over to a table map to show the general.

KELLY
We start fromthe east and nove on
over the pacific where Desalle w |
begin his run to the upper
at nosphere. What were hoping for is
to reach an altitude of eighty
t housand feet.

GENERAL
The U2 couldn't do that.

KELLY
No. Powers only made it to seventy
t housand before a few probl ens
occured. We've elimnated those
probl ens once and for all.

An air controller warns Kelly.

CONTRCLLER
Al'l systens are go.

KELLY
Fi ne. Begi n power up.

CONTROLLER
You may now execute power up

BARRY (V. Q)
Roger. Begi nning cycle now.

EXT. BLACKBI RD - ENG NE PORTS

A | ow whi ne of the engine begins. A burst of flame causes
the engines to blast a surge of power.

Low whine turns to high pitch shrills as the power
I ncreases.

It then | evels out.

Engine flames turns a light blue with a hint of orange
col or.



64.
| NT. TONER

BARRY (V. Q.)
Engi ne at one quarter thrust.
Stationary keeping.

CONTROLLER
Roger. Begin taxi maneuver at O
five mles per hour.

| NT. BLACKBI RD

Barry has his hands on the flight wheel.

BARRY
Roger. Starting our taxi run.

Hi s hand reaches down to his left side and pushes an
acceleration | ever slowy.

The power whi nes higher, and the bl ackbird noves forward.

EXT. BLACKBI RD - ENG NE PORTS

As the jet taxis, its ports glow brighter. Two sl eek
hori zt onal openings that billow nothing but sheer energy
pushing the blackbird to its destiny.

| NT. TONER

Al'l watch silently.
Until...

GENERAL
Magni fi cent .

KELLY
It's - our new future of jet.

GENERAL
This is going to change everything.

EXT. BLACKBI RD - FRONT OF RUNWAY

The bl ackbird stops once its nose aligns with the runway.
Engi nes slightly power down to idle.

BARRY (V. Q.)
Ready to roll.

CONTROLLER (V. Q.)
You have cl earance. Take off at
your discretion.

BARRY (V.Q.)
Roger. Starting run now.



65.
EXT. BLACKBI RD - ENG NE PORTS

As the acceleration clinbs, the blackbird rolls down the
runway fromzero to sixty in three seconds.

Both ports glow brightly and expel a ribbed thrust of
exhaust which glows a bright blue orange flane.

EXT. BLACKBIRD - LEFT SI DE

Barry is seen in the cockpit with his helnmet on as the
bl ackbi rd pi cks up speed.

EXT. BLACKBI RD - FRONT NOSE

As it hurls to the last mle of the runway, its nose dips up
and zips past with a loud blast of its engines.

| NT. TONER

Kel |y watches a nearby radar scope nonitor to see it as a
bl i p.

He puts on a pair of headphones.

KELLY
Desal | e.

BARRY (V. Q.)
Go ahead.

KELLY

We'll begin with the afterburner
test once you reach fifteen
t housand feet.

BARRY (V. Q)
Roger .

KELLY
How s Rand?

| NT. BLACKBI RD

Barry gl ances over to Tinothy who grips his seat armrests
with an extra tight hold.

BARRY
He's - - getting there.
KELLY
Under st ood.
BARRY

We're at ten thousand now. C i nbing
on to fifteen.

KELLY
Roger .
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EXT. BLACKBIRD - RI GHT SIDE

The jet veers up and clinmbs higher. Couds surround them
i ke cotton balls but are whisked away fromtheir ascent.

The bl ack dagger cuts through the air with relative ease as
it passes by.

Soon, at fifteen thousand feet.

| NT. BLACKBI RD

Barry watches his altitude dial to see the needle reach the
desi gnat ed obj ecti ve.

BARRY
Fi fteen thousand feet.

KELLY (V. Q.)
Activate afterburners.

BARRY
Activating now.

By his left side, he pushes the acceleration |ever forward
even nore.

EXT. BLACKBIRD - RIGHT SIDE

The jet thrusts ahead.
| NT. BLACKBI RD

By both of their perspectives, they watch as the cl ouds
start to whisk by at even greater velocity.

TI MOTHY
Holy shit.
BARRY
Reaching mach 0.9 - 0.98 - mach
one.
A soni ¢ boom occurs.
KELLY (V. Q.)

Continue to mach two and start
ascention clinb.

BARRY
Roger .

H s hand pushes the afterburner even nore.
BARRY

Mach one point two. Point four.
Poi nt five.
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The wi ndshield shows the clouds whisking past at even
greater speed.

BARRY ( CONT.)
Poi nt seven, point eight, point
nine - mach two.

EXT. BLACKBIRD - RI GHT SIDE

As the second sonic boomoccurs, a white disc |ike shape
pushes away fromthe back end of the jet pushing the
bl ackbird even faster.

| NT. TONER

Kelly watches the nonitor to see the blip noving on inch at
a tine across the pacific ocean's expanse.

KELLY
Now, the real test.

BARRY (V. Q.)
Speed - one thousand five hundred
and twenty three mles per hour.
Movi ng at two thousand feet per
second.

KELLY
Good job. Let's reach it.

BARRY (V.Q)
Going for mach three - now

EXT. BLACKBIRD - TOP SI DE

Cl ouds nove by at dizzying speed as the bl ackbird punches
for its goal.

It's now or never.

| NT. BLACKBI RD

The final test of speed begins as Barry pushes the
afterburner lever as far as it can go.

By Tinothy's perspective, all he can see is puzzle pieces
flying by at break neck speeds.

H s eyes al nost cross at one point.

TI MOTHY
Ch ny god.

BARRY
God doesn't fly like this. Mach two
poi nt eight, point nine - nine
poi nt six, nine point eight - mach
t hree has been achi eved. Speed -

( MORE)
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BARRY (cont' d)
two thousand two hundred and eighty
four mles an hour.
A final sonic boom

EXT. CLOUDS

It is quiet, serene, peaceful. Even for god - until...

A powerful boom sounds and suddenly the bl ackbird zoons past
in one second.

But during that second fly beside the jet as it enjoys nach
three wi thout constraint.

Its roaring engines sound clean, snmooth and powerful with a
deep t hrob.

| NT. BLACKBI RD

Barry is in his elenment when he hears..

KELLY (V. Q.)
kay, fun tine is over.

| NT. TONER

KELLY
Time for the ceiling.

BARRY (V. Q.)
Roger. Adjusting flight path to
vector eight - now

EXT. BLACKBIRD - TOP SI DE

The nose of the blackbird veers upward and clinbs higher
while it keeps its speed constant.

| NT. BLACKBI RD

Ti mot hy watches all of the gauges as best as he can while
keepi ng both hands clasped tightly on the armrests.

Tl MOTHY
Twenty five thousand feet.

Three thousand feet per second flight.

TI MOTHY (CONT.)
Thirty thousand feet.

Hi gher.

TI MOTHY (CONT. )
Forty thousand feet.
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| NT. TONER

The general smles as he watches the blip on the radar
noni tor when he hears..

TI MOTHY (CONT.) (V.0QO)
(Wth urgency)
Seventy thousand feet.

KELLY
Cone on. Cone on.

TI MOTHY (CONT.) (V.QO)
Ei ghty thousand feet!

Room bursts into cheers and cl aps.

BARRY (V. Q.)
Bul | seye

KELLY
Congrat ul ati ons guys. You just nade
hi story.

| NT. BLACKBI RD

The bl ackbird runs snoothly as it coasts across the surface
of the atnosphere, but they still have gravity.

Timothy releases his grip slightly to get a better | ook of
the earth

TI MOTHY
Oh ny god. So this is how you guys
see it?

BARRY
Close. W don't reach altitudes
this high, but - it feels like we
do every time we get into the
cockpit.

TI MOTHY

| never really appreciated or even
understood it until now. Shit, this
i's incredible.

BARRY
Not so seagull |ike now hn?

TI MOTHY
(Crooks a wy smle)
You're still a seagull. But - a
tal ent ed one.

BARRY
Thanks.
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KELLY (V. Q.)
Bring it honme boys.

BARRY
Under st ood. Com ng hone.

EXT. BLACKBIRD - TOP SI DE

Jet dips the nose down back to earth with another sonic
boom

As it vani shes in the clouds..
DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. BLACKBIRD - NOSE - TAXI'S

The bl ackbird slowy nmakes its way to the assenbly plants
front bay doors as crews and officials exit the building
wi th cheers and bottles of chanpagne.

EXT. BLACKBI RD - LADDER

The | adder drops and both nen clinb down to neet their team
Barry hel ps Tinothy out of his hel net.
Then Ti not hy reci procates.

The workers surround them and start to spray themboth with
bubbly wi ne and thrust cigars their way.

Kelly wal ks over with the general and his aids.
It is a happy nonent for all as the cel ebration begins.

I NT. PUB - NI GHT

Barry lazily sits in his booth seat as he enjoys both his
drink and his date Cassandra who is dressed to the nines.

A lovely sl ow song begins.

CASSANDRA
Cone on. Dance with me.

BARRY
Hmm Sounds nice, |ead the way.

Timothy is with his date Dina who kisses his right cheek and
snuggl es closer to him

Barry and Cassandra head to the dancefl oor.

TI MOTHY
Man, what a week.

DI NA
Me too. Had a | ot of custoners.
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TI MOTHY
Mn Pizza. Sounds delicious right
about now.
DI NA
What did you do?
TI MOTHY
Flew in one of the nost - well,
m sunderstood jets of all tine.
DI NA
You're a pilot?
TI MOTHY
Not nme. That's all him I'mhis
co-pilot.
DI NA

Ww. How fast did you go?

TI MOTHY
Qoo, fast enough to rip off roof
tiles. Hell we'd probably take the
whol e roof with us.

Di na chuckl es as she nuzzles his neck with her button nose.

DI NA
(Seducti ve)
Wanna take ne for a ride?

TI MOTHY
(Cracks a juvenile grin)
Do | ever.

They both get up fromthe booth and Ti nothy shouts to
Barry. ..

TI MOTHY ( CONT.)
W' re headi ng out.

BARRY
Well, let ne drive you guys hone.

Ti rot hy wal ks to the dancing duo.

TI MOTHY
Nah. We'll catch a cab.
BARRY
You sure?
TI MOTHY

Yeah. Besides, we got what a nonth
off2 I'"'mgoing to take ny tinme to
enjoy it.



Bot h Di na,

Cassandr a

She | eans

Bot h nove
but Barry

EXT. PUB -

BARRY
Gkay man. You two have a good ni ght
t hen.

CASSANDRA
['Il call tonorrow.

DI NA
kay.

and Ti not hy | eave.
wraps her arns around Barry's neck.

CASSANDRA
Now where were we? Ch yeah.

up and kisses his |ips.

72.

to the nmusic. Oher dancers have their own way,

and Cassandra stand out nore.

NI GHT

Tinmothy and Dina exit.

One pulls

Ti not hy opens the door for

Ti not hy.
| NT. CAB

up to the curb.

TI MOTHY
Hone pl ease.

CAB DRI VER
Where's that pal ?

Cab driver turns around.

TI MOTHY
Oh uh. ..
DI NA
Mar sbury dri ve.
CAB DRI VER
That's a | ong haul .
DI NA
So?
CAB DRI VER

Ckay. It's your dine.

Rain falls as he hails a cab.

Di na and she clinbs in,

t hen
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EXT. CAB

Cab pulls away fromthe curb as other custoners exit and
hai | cabs or snokes cigarettes.

| NT. PUB - CONTI NUOUS

Barry and Cassandra dance together am dst other dancers. The
music is gentle, soothing, and romanti c.

Cassandra |l eans up to kiss Barry on the |ips.

Both enbrace tighter under a glitter globe as the nusic
cones to its crescendo.

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. CLOUDS - A M SSION OVER SI BERI A - DAY

A quiet nmoment in the clouds.

There is a breezy sound of w nd.
When out of the blue..

The Bl ackbird screans by at mach 2.

| NT. BLACKBI RD

Both Barry and Ti nothy work together as they reach their
target area.

Over his helnet mc..

BARRY
Start the run

Tl MOTHY
Roger. Canera one enabl ed. One
frame per second.

BARRY
Now we see what the fuss is al
about .

TI MOTHY
Not hi ng but endl ess forest down
t here.

Ti mot hy uses an eyescope nounted on his right.

Through the scope: He can see trees, rocky areas, also a
single road that seens to | ead nowhere.

BARRY (O C.)
Yeah but that's what the boys in
the kremin are known for. Using
thick foliage as their cover
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TI MOTHY
| can't see a thing. No buil dings,
no outposts, no... Wait.

BARRY (O.C.)
VWhat ?

Tinmothy peers a little closer in his scope and adjusts the
f ocus.

Through his eye scope: Tinothy spots a small vehicle nestled
in near the edge of a gulley.

TI MOTHY
Ah shit. W got a Zil with a
nmount ed Mb1l.

BARRY (O C.)

Oh that's just great. That's all we
fucki ng need.

TI MOTHY
Doesn't | ook |ike they spotted us
yet.

| NT. RUSSI AN BUNKER - ALERT - DAY

A row of nonitors flash as a general wal ks into the room and
shouts to the nen who sit in front of screens.

RUSSI AN GENERAL
(Subtit! ed)
Report!

RADAR OFFI CER
(Subtitled)
Bogey spotted at a cruising
altitude of forty thousand feet.
Bearing east eighteen degrees.

RADAR OFFI CER
(subtitled)
Speed?

RADAR OFFI CER
(Subtitled)
Just under mach 2.

GENERAL
(Subtitled)
That's nore than enough to take it
out. Wio is in that vicinity?

RADAR OFFI CER
(Subtitled)
Lookout post four - Captain stepan
| vanov.
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GENERAL
Send word and coordinates to his
| ocation. Priority one.

RADAR OFFI CER
(Subtitled)
Yes Gener al .

EXT. M SSILE TRUCK - CONTI NUOUS

At a lonely |l ooking truck, four men enjoy a nonent of peace
and quiet in front of a fire. Rifles stacked |like a teepee
sits cl ose by.

In front of the truck stands just one man.

Dressed in offical uniformis Captain Stepan |Ivanov. (30'YS)
A man of sinple nmeans as he sips a coffee |aced wth vodka.
He has a nustache but keeps it trimed neatly.

On the truck's passenger side, a black box near the door
rings a bell.

The nmen stop | aughing and gl ance to the captain who wal ks
over with his coffee.

By the fire, one of the nmen stands up.

CAPTAI N | VANOV

(Subtitled)
You' re up corporal Sidorov.
SI DOROV
(Subtitled)

Yes captain |vanov.

The corporal then rushes to the black box and opens it to
reveal just a phone receiver. He answers the call..

S| DOROV
(Subtitled)
Qut post four. Corporal Sidorov.

Over the receiver..

RECEI VER (V. Q.)
(Subtitled)
Uni dentified bogey. Coordinates -
two two, five mark six eight.
Headi ng east, deploy all mssiles,
| repeat deploy all mssiles.

The corproral | ooks as if he is about to shit hinself when
his captain remains calm stoic, seasoned.
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S| DOROV
(Subtitled)
Under st ood.

The corporal gestures an urgent body novenent to his fell ow
conrades to get their asses noving.

The other three get up and nount the truck to activate the
nmounted m ssile | auncher.

Cor poral hangs up.

CAPTAI N | VANOV
(Subtit! ed)
Vel | ?

S| DOROV
(Subtitled)
Coordi nates comi ng in now.

INT. MSSILE TRUCK CAB - UNDER GLOVE BOX - CONTI NUOUS

The captain opens the passenger side door of the truck and
wat ches a paper being printed out.

The clikety clack of typing of an old device.

Once done, the captain rips the paper off and reads it a
| oud. ..

CAPTAI N | VANOV
(Subtitled)
Change of bearing now two, two,
ei ght mark nine. Adjust for speed
and set the timng detonator to
zero.

SI DOROV
(Subtitled)
Yes capt ai n.

One of the nmen flips a swtch and the m ssile |auncher
qui ckly spins around and points in the direction of their
target.

Meanwhi | e. .

| NT. BLACKBI RD

The cockpit's front panel starts to buzz |oudly.

TI MOTHY
VWhat the hell is that?

BARRY
Did you suddenly devel op senility
in the past mnute? We're being
t ar get ed.
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Tl MOTHY
Al ready?

BARRY
Just - rel ax.

Ti mot hy | ooks back into the scope to see..

Through his eyescope: He sees a half dozen flashes gl ow ng
on the ground. Mssiles are com ng.

The cockpit glows red as energency lights activate.
Over his helnet mc he can hear hone base..
HELMET (V. Q)
Adjust flight path to six, four,
six mark two. Begin ascent.

BARRY
Roger .

On his left side, Barry pushes the afterburner |ever.

EXT. BLACKBI RD - CONTI NUOQUS

The bl ackbird is thrust into a speed run while six shiny new
russian mssiles start their pursuit behind them

| NT. BLACKBI RD

By Barry's perspective he watches as the cl ouds whisk by as
heads in the marked course direction set by his honme base.

Ti mot hy just hangs on but, keeps an eye on the radar scope
in front of himto see six blips giving chase.

Tl MOTHY
How fast are we goi ng?

BARRY
Mach one point nine.

TI MOTHY
(Urgent)
That's too slow. Cone on, we can go
alittle faster can't we?

BARRY
Aww where's the fun in that?

EXT. BLACKBI RD - CONTI NUQUS

The beautiful black beauty spears through the clouds like a
hot knife through butter. Its wing tips gl ow because of
Barry's course correction.

As the mssile slowy inch closer - the blackbird s engine
ports gl ow brighter
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Then a soni ¢ boom

| NT. BLACKBI RD

Barry is right into the nonent as he steers the jet left to
right wth ease and precise dexterity.

Timothy - well, he just hangs on with his eyes on the radar
screen.

What they both don't know is that when Barry kicked in the
afterburners, he forgot to check what the speed is.

But, as he | ooks down to the speed indicator..

BARRY
Holy shit.
TI MOTHY
(Annoyed)
What ?
BARRY

We just hit - mach three point two.

Ti mot hy gl ances down to the radar screen to see that their
jet is outrunning the mssile attack.

TI MOTHY
Yes! Yes!! Wohoo!!

EXT. BLACKBI RD - CONTI NUQUS

The bl ackbird zoons by over the coast and finally over the
north pole to neet up wth an airborn refueling plane.

At the sanme tine, behind the bird, all six mssiles drop
fromthe sky because of expended fuel

| NT. RUSSI AN BUNKER - ALERT - DAY

The general is not pleased as he watches on a screen to see
a warni ng message W pe across. ..

SCREEN
(subtitled)
M ssiles no longer in pursuit - all
fuel cells expended. BM 24
conplinment no | onger a viable use.
End. ..

Al'l the general can do is stare at the blinking cursor.

| NT. BLACKBI RD

Both nmen continue to | augh and have a bit of fun to
celebrate their first successful m ssion aside from being
attacked.
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Barry eases off on the throttle to cruising speed.

TI MOTHY
Holy shit that was incredible!

BARRY
God this baby just keeps getting
better and better.

TI MOTHY
| thought for sure they had an ace
up their sleeve.

BARRY
Me too. W were too low to begin
wi th. We shoul d have stayed above
fifty thousand.

TI MOTHY
Maybe. But, |'m guessing that's not
what - you - wanted. Right?
BARRY
(Sm rks)

| just wanted to see how good these
guys really were. Seens that, their
protocol s haven't been changed.

A war ni ng al arm goes off.

BARRY ( CONT.)
Oh, there they are.

TI MOTHY
Nice to see a friendly face.

Over their helnet mcs..

FUELI NG PI LOT (V. O
KC- 135 on your twelve O clock

BARRY
Roger. Good to see you guys.

FUELI NG PI LOT (V. O
That was sonme ingenious flying back
there. Sonme of us took bets to see
whi ch one would drop first. | |ost.

BARRY
Sorry for your |o0ss.

In front of thema nozzle ejects fromthe fuel tankers rear
end.

FUELI NG PI LOT (V. O
Headi ng two eight, just ease up to
the port. We'll guide you in.
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BARRY
Roger .

EXT. BLACKBI RD - REFUELI NG - CONTI NUOUS

The bl ackbird's top section slowy eases upward to neet with
the nozzle's fueling port. A door slides open to reveal the
bl ackbird's fuel orifice.

| NT. BLACKBI RD

FUELI NG PI LOT (V. O
Two feet, one foot. Eight inches.
Four, two, zero.

EXT. BLACKBI RD - REFUELI NG - CONTI NUOUS

The nozzle | ocks into place.

| NT. BLACKBI RD

FUELI NG PI LOT (V. O
That got it. Just sit back and

relax. We'll do the rest.
BARRY
Roger .
TI MOTHY
You won't believe this.
BARRY
VWhat ?
TI MOTHY
We got it.
BARRY
Got what ?
TI MOTHY

Qur target area was photographed.
Sonehow, through the ness we
managed to capture enough evi dence
for sone coordinates.

BARRY
( St unned)
Are you ki ddi ng?

TI MOTHY
No.

Tinmothy pulls out a map and unfurls it.

TI MOTHY
After the cal cul ati ons were done,
the target is right here. (Points
( MORE)
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TI MOTHY (cont' d)
to map) Right smack dab in the
m ddl e regi ons. Coordi nates are
just south of O enek.

BARRY
Central region. Lower Tunguska.
TI MOTHY
W didit.
BARRY
Boys at the lab are going to | ove
t his.

EXT. BLACKBI RD - REFUELI NG - CONTI NUOUS

Both jets fly across the north pole joined together by a
fuel i ng pipe.

A mating ritual between pilots.
BLEND TO
EXT. HANGAR - BEALE AIR FORCE BASE - CALIFORNIA - 1985 - DAY

The bl ackbird taxis up to the hangar and cones to a stop. It
powers down.

Under its belly, the | adder drops.

Both Barry and Tinothy clinb down the | adder. Two very
seasoned pil ots.

Crews scranble out fromthe hangar and do their daily
routi ne of cleaning and checking the bl ackbird' s operations.

They renove their hel nets.
Bot h men now nuch ol der

BARRY
Jesus. There nust be some glitch in
the air intake valves. It was
getting hotter inside ny hel net.

Tl MOTHY
| thought m ne was fine.
BARRY
Yeah well, you're still young.

EXT. BLACKBI RD - UNDER THE HULL

As they wal k away fromtheir bel oved bl ackbird, the seans
start to | oosen and | eak condensed water to the tarnac.

A very normal response after high speed flight tine.
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| NT. LOCKERROOM

Barry wal ks out the shower with a towel wapped around his
wai st and wal ks over to a sink with his conb.

Timothy is already dressed and ready to | eave the base.

Tl MOTHY
Feel like a brewsky |later?
BARRY
Nah. | got some downtime with the

wife and ny holy terrors.

Tl MOTHY
Any pl ace special you have in m nd?

BARRY
| was thinking - disney.

TI MOTHY
You did that | ast week.

BARRY
| know. But the kids |ove goofy.

TI MOTHY
Rem nds nme of when you and | net.

BARRY
(smrks, conbs hair)
That was a good nonent. Both of us
ki cki ng each other's asses to high

hel | .

TI MOTHY
Yeah. God did | hurt the next
nor ni ng.

BARRY

But if we didn't fight, we wouldn't
have been able to fly like this.

Ti mot hy' s expressi on changes suddenly from happy to
f or ebodi ng.

TI MOTHY
Did you hear?

Barry finishes conbing his hair and turns to face Ti nothy.

BARRY
VWhat ?

TI MOTHY
| heard through the grapevine that
t hey m ght consider pulling the
bl ackbi rd out of service.
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A nonent of sil ence.
BARRY

Yeah. | got slight wwnd of it from
one of my nore hidden sources. It's

not surprising. | nean | ook at how
much it costs just to keep it
ai rborn.

TI MOTHY

JP-7 is on its way out. Wrks well
for supersonic jets but not the | ow
fliers. Eighteen hundred dollars a
pi nt now.

BARRY
And with the continuous nmi ntenence
it pushes up the price tag even
further.

Barry wal ks to his | ocker and renoves the towel and dresses.

TI MOTHY
So if they do pull the program
what then? | can't start again in
boot canp.

BARRY
They' || probably sort it out by
sectioning us off to other posts. |
can stay on as a test pilot or,
teach classes to the next
generation. You?

TI MOTHY
| was thinking of going south and
rai se an orchard.

Barry turns as he buckles his pants up.

BARRY
You? An orchard farmer?

Tl MOTHY
Way not? | can rai se oranges,
grapes, strawberries, you name it.

BARRY
VWhat woul d D na think about that?

TI MOTHY
She' || probably incorporate ny hard
work into her restaurants. Wich is
a good t hing.

BARRY
Yeah | suppose. So how many does
our famly own now?
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TI MOTHY
You really have to get an education
in econom CS.

BARRY
How many?

TI MOTHY
Last count was twenty four outlets.
We're working on a new |l ocation in
New Yor k now.

BARRY
Wul dn't mnd going there to try it
out .

Timot hy can see that Barry | ooks worn out. Hi s body
novenent s have becone sl ower.

Bei ng 52 years old neans early retirenent for sone.

TI MOTHY
Wiy don't we make it a famly trip
t hen?

BARRY
Yeah. Yeah, that sounds |ike a good
i dea.

Barry suddenly coughs and | eans over.

Ti mot hy rushes over to help him

TI MOTHY

Hey, hey are you okay? (Pats back)
BARRY

Yeah. | just - felt a frog in ny

throat. (Coughs)

Timot hy continues to pat his back. Barry gets his coughing
under control

TI MOTHY
Shit. You better get yourself
checked out.

BARRY
What for? Doctors only know one
thing that seens to get themin the
nood.

TI MOTHY
Oh? And what's that?

Barry holds up his mddle finger not as a curse but to
explain...
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BARRY
On how to probe with this |istening
to |i berace records.

TI MOTHY
( Chuckl es)
You're a sick bastard.

BARRY
Aren't |°?

Barry finishes dressing and they wal k out of the | ocker
room

Their backs are seen as they exit.

TI MOTHY
| can't believe that Regan got a
second term

BARRY
That's what you get when have
actors running the country. Next
thing you knowit's -- doctors, or
hotel managers like that prick in
upstate New YorKk.

TI MOTHY
What was his nane agai n?

BARRY
Who gives a shit.

DI SSCLVE TO
I NT. DOCTOR S OFFI CE - A WEEK LATER - DAY

Barry sits on a table and buttons his shirt up as his doctor
| ooks at an X-ray of his |ungs.

BARRY
Cone on Percy. Don't keep nme in the
dark all day here.

Doctor Percy Flannigan. (40'S). A finely tuned physician in
the field of Respiratory and Pul nonol ogy has a grim
expressi on when he turns around to gaze into the eyes of his
patient.

PERCY
| thought it m ght be tunerous. But
it's nore than that.

BARRY
What do you mean?
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PERCY
| mean there's a chem cal |odged in
the capilliaries and are preventing
t hem from expandi ng as you breat he.
BARRY
I n english?
PERCY

Your lungs are show ng signs of
suffocation. There's far too much
scarring which nmakes it difficult
to operate on.

| ook washes over Barry's face.

BARRY
So is there a treatnent? Some
counteractive drug?

PERCY
No. We've seen pilots cone in
before with signs |ike these but in
your case the damage is far too
acut e.

The doctor wal ks over to his desk and opens a fol der that

shows hi s

bl ood tests.

PERCY ( CONT.)
Along with the scarring, we've
di scovered a dangerous conpound in
your bl ood. \What ever fuel your
base uses, it contains traces of
Caesi um

Barry sits with his hands on his lap and stares at the floor
for a nonent.

BARRY
Are the uh - effects long |asting?

PERCY
I n cases of chenotherapy Caesium
can be used w thout the radioactive
properties. But, with your exposure
to it over the course of years -
there is no treatnent. At |east
none that |'ve ever heard of.

Barry crosses his arma across his chest.

BARRY
Then Ti not hy m ght have been
exposed to it too. We've flown
t oget her since the beginning.
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PERCY
You m ght want to tell himwhen the
time it right for both of you.

BARRY
Hs wfe' s not gonna |ike this.

PERCY
"' msorry.

Barry hops down off the table and holds out his hand.

BARRY
Thanks doc.

Percy grabs his hand and both shake.

PERCY
| can prescribe sone...

BARRY
No. No, no drugs or any kind of
hal I uci nogen. If 1I'm going than
want to go with ny mnd still

i ntact.
PERCY
It's going to be painful.
BARRY
VWhat's a little radi ati on between

friends?
Percy offers a whinsicle smle.

Barry exits the doctor's office and cl oses the door behind
hi m

BLEND TO
EXT. BEACH FRONT - DAY

Barry leans on a railing and gazes at the ocean water where
peopl e play and have fun.

Pi cni ¢ baskets, beachballs, wonen in dental floss bikinis.
A par adi se.

Tinmothy arrives and joins him

Tl MOTHY
Ni ce day today.
BARRY
Yeah. | just heard that I'ma

wal ki ng i sot ope.
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TI MOTHY
Yeah ne too.

| ooks at Ti not hy.

BARRY
You got yourself checked out too?

TI MOTHY
Mn hm Seens ny blood is teem ng
wi th Caesium Wio woul d have
t hought ?

BARRY
Shit. God damm it.

TI MOTHY
Not their fault really. W knew the
risks. Can't hold them accountabl e
for sonething we knew about.

BARRY
Yeah but, our children. Qur w ves.
What if they're sick too?

TI MOTHY
They're not. My doctor explained
t hat even though we have high
concentration of Caesiumin our
blood, it won't transfer over to
anot her. Even in sexual
i nt ercourse

BARRY
That doesn't nmake sense. Radi ation
i s absol ute.

TI MOTHY
That's what | thought. Somehow our
bodi es managed to contain it. How -
| don't know. But | don't care. As
Il ong as Dina and ny kids are okay.

| oosens up when he hears that comrent.
nder of the nore inportant things in life.

BARRY
Yeah. You're right. Sorry.

TI MOTHY
No need to be sorry man. W had our
fun. And shit, did I love it.

and Tinmothy turn to wal k down a pat hway towards a
of people sitting together at a picnic table.

not hers, wives and fam |y nenbers.
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Ri se above the wal kway. A few balloons fromthe picnic
escape and float in the air.

SCROLL: The SR-71 (Bl ackbird) was retired from service
January 26th, 1990 because of a decreasi ng defense budget
and high costs of operation and availability of

sophi sticated spy satellites. On its retirenent the

bl ackbird set a nunber of world speed records during its
retirement flighttime. One such record, it nade a 311-mle
stretch fromSt. Louis-to-Cncinnati in |less that nine

m nutes, averaging a speed of 2,176.08 M| es per hour.

The bl ackbird was then reactivated into service during the
serb war as a reconnai ssance jet. Yet, it was then
permanant|ly grounded by the US Air Force in 1998 during the
Clinton Adm nistration |eaving just two at NASA s Dryden

FI i ght Research Center at Edwards Air Force Base.

Kel Iy Johnson, head of Skunk Works died on Decenber 21, 1990
in Los Angel es, California.

FADE TO BLACK
THE END



