Birthday

Written by Justin McGuire

Int. Attractive Woman’s Home – Night

ATTRACTIVE WOMAN (21) sits before us, her face clouding the screen. She is beautiful with a small nose ring, dangerous eyes and a sultry sneer you can’t quite figure out. She drags slowly from a smoke and blows rings. Giggling to herself she begins to speak directly to us.

ATTRACTIVE WOMAN
The only thing I can think of to talk about, Ted, is a friend that I used to have. Well, a friend that I have but I don’t really talk to that much any more, but he is still there… And I guess his name is Dale, even though I do know his real name, but don’t want to tell you because… I guess it is a choice, one that I am making; you don’t need to know everything about me.
(Beat, long drag)

Dale lived life, like every day was his last, unlike me where every day is like every other day, I just don’t give a fuck where he, well, everything was a talent and an accomplishment. He lived on King Street, the busiest street in our neighborhood, the hardest one to park straight into the driveway let alone backing in. Well, Dale lived there for six years and not once, when trying to park his car into his drive way on lot seventy-two… Not once was he not able to back in. There was traffic everyday for hours a day, but he managed, every day he got off work, every day he was done grocery shopping, drove to watch a hockey game… Every day, he backed that Tan Sedan into the driveway, perfectly straight, perfectly beautiful.

We PULL BACK to realize the rest of the room; a giant skyline window behind her; the city lights from below lighting up the dark room. 

Attractive Woman herself sits in a push-up bra, black, increasing the “pow” of her already large breasts. She continues to smoke and talk, two of the three things she does best.

ATTRACTIVE WOMAN
People today, if they know, would call me things like whore and slut because the goal for the end of tonight is for you to sleep with me, right Ted?

(Leaving no room to answer)

And I guess, in a way, they are right. They aren’t completely right but they aren’t completely wrong. I mean any other time tonight if I were to pass you on the street, randomly, at the grocery story, Wal-Mart, wherever, it would have just been another day. You would have been a dark face amongst a thousand other tanned, white or dark faces. And what kind of name is Ted for a Mexican anyway?

(Thinking and then smiling)


Is that even your real name?

Int. Audition – Main Hall – Morning

We PAN down a long line of gorgeous blondes all heavily made up holding heavy scripts not too far from their faces, reading and practicing their lines. We end with ATTRACTIVE WOMAN, who is too concentrated on looking down the long line and not reading the material in front of her.


ATTRACTIVE WOMAN (V.O)

Don’t worry Ted; I have lied about my name before too.

Int. Audition Room – Main Room – Morning

Attractive woman stands on a marker in the middle of the room. She stands nervously, dressed in a skirt and tight top, the perfect out fit for a victim in a horror movie. She stands onward, looking straight.


MAN’S VOICE #1 (O.S)


Jessica Angel?


ATTRACTIVE WOMAN

(Smiling, approachable)


Yes.


MAN’S VOICE #1 (O.S)


You are reading for the part of Victim Number Seven today.


ATTRACTIVE WOMAN


Yes.


MAN’S VOICE #1 (O.S)


Take it away when you are ready.

Attractive Woman drops her screenplay and pushes it too the side. She turns around and gives herself a pep talk before looking back towards us and belting out a loud, excruciating “AAAAAAAAAAAHHHHHHHHHHH” with her arms flailed high into the air. She screams as if she is being stabbed.

Time Cut:

We are moments into the future; Attractive woman is done screaming, and stands in front of a panel of unseen Casting Directors.


MAN’S VOICE #1 (O.S) 

Very good, Jessica, now if we could just see your body.

CLOSE ON ATTRACTIVE WOMAN (Jessica’s) face; she is nervous and confused by the remark.


ATTRACTIVE WOMAN


Pardon?

WOMAN’S VOICE (O.S)
This role requires top up and backside nudity, we need to understand what your body looks like. 
MAN’S VOICE #2 (O.S)

This is a good thing Jessica. People we don’t ask to see what they look like don’t make it on to obtaining this role.

MAN’S VOICE #1 (O.S)

Whenever you are ready.

PULL BACK: To reveal Attractive woman as she undoes and lets her skirt fall to the ground. She has beautiful long legs and suggestive panties. She then removes her top. She is braless and stands naturally, but has a large scar across her belly, noticeable and man made.

Int. Attractive Woman’s Home – Night

Attractive woman still sits, in a wide view. She is completely undressed wearing all black night wear, bra and panties, lighting a cigar. A white Cake sits in front of her as she comes down from telling her story.


ATTRACTIVE WOMAN

Is the world really that dark, or is it just, the way we make ourselves think. If there is nothing to live for and nothing to accomplish, then there is nothing to hurt our feelings and make us feel like a failure, is there?

(Waits for response, shrugs)


I guess it doesn’t really matter. 

Attractive Woman puts out her smoke in a close by ash tray and stands. We are focused on her knee caps, looking through the space in her legs.


ATTRACTIVE WOMAN 
(At knee level)


Alright then, you don’t know my name, I don’t know yours…

We PAN up to view Attractive Woman at head level. Looking upwards she appears to be a giant. 

Behind her a banner hangs: “Happy 21st Birthday”


ATTRACTIVE WOMAN (Cont’d)


… Come and wish me a happy birthday.

She doesn’t smile.

Cut Black

