Big Culinary Battle



BLACK.
Then -- the very intense opening title song of...

FADE | N:

I NT. KITCHEN STUDI O - DAY

A plethora of culinary equi pnent -- assenbled into two
di fferent sections.

Standi ng amidst it, under a spotlight, is a professional,
poi sed, and extrenely well dressed mal e HOST.

HOST
(thick British accent)
Hel | o. .
(beat)
And wel cone to...

TI TLE OVER: Bl G CULI NARY BATTLE

HOST
...Big...Culinary...Battl e!
(beat)
| myour host -- and ONE of three
j udges -- perhaps the nost
acconpl i shed -- G aham Smth.
(beat)

This is the show where two chefs
face off in a battle.

(beat)
A big.
(beat)
Culinary.
(beat)
Battl e.
(beat)

Where...big culinary

t hi ngs. . . happen.
(beat)

...0On a BIGculinary scale.
(beat)

It’s really big.

Beat .

HOST
W will decide the dish, and it’s
up themto wow us with their unique
spin on it.
(beat)
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

| NT. ROOM

Classic reality TV interview with b-rol

The first

Skyl ar sighs, thinks about how to answer this for

excessi vel
respond --

CUT TGO

HOST (cont’ d)
Right. Let’s neet our two chefs,
shal | we?

- DAY

chef - clearly a young stoner.

SKYLAR
|’ m Skylar. | was, uh, the nmanager
of a Denny’s for like, three
nont hs.
(pause)
|’d say, ny, uh, culinary style is
nore. .. casual

| NTERVI EVER (O. S)
What do you nean?

SKYLAR
Umn . .
(beat)
| like, uh...sinplicity.

| NTERVI EVER ( Q. S)
Can you explain that?

of the chefs.

an

y long noment. When it’s clear he’s not going to

| NT. KITCHEN - DAY

The host,

G aham Snmith - dressed in chef whites,

around a kitchen, sweaty, shirtless.

CUT TO

HOST (V. O

Oh. So sorry. That's actually ne,
cooking a Steak Tartare at ny
restaurant.

(unconvincing --)
Not sure how that footage got in
t here, actually.

(beat)
Ri ght, onto the next contestants,
| ads. ..

scranbl i ng



| NT. JACK S KI TCHEN - DAY
A man, cooking away at a stove - his back to us.

HOST (V. O
In addition to being an
extraordi nary cook, our next
contestant al so has an
EXTRACRDI NARY ability...
(beat)
... To NOT see.

The man turns, revealing a blind man with a frying pan in
one hand and a wal king stick in the other.

BLI ND MAN

| " m Ben.

(beat)
|’mlegally blind, as you can
probably tell

(beat)
| once | ooked directly into the
sun. .

(1 ong pause)
...But it didn't do nuch, because |
was already blind at the tine.
(clears throat)
That’'s a j oke.

Beat .

BLI ND MAN
(beat)
| haven't let ny disability stop ne
from pursuing ny culinary dreans,
t hough. ..

From behind him-- a massive flanme roars up fromthe pan he
was cooki ng.

| NTERVI EVER (O S)
Un sir, | think your dish is on
fire.

BLI ND MAN
Nope. It’s supposed to do that.

| NTERVI EVER ( Q. S)
Are you sure?

BLI ND MAN
Yeah. Yeah, | like m ne nedium..

Then, breaking the silence --

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

... The snoke al arm

CUT TGO

BLI ND MAN
(suddenly, worried)
...Mediumto well done.

I NT. KITCHEN STUDI O - DAY

Back to the host.

HOST
Right, well, we’ ve nmet our chefs,
and now let’s get to it, shall we?
Let’s reveal the dish these fine
chefs will have to put their unique
spin on..

A plate with a done is brought forth. The host takes it off,

after

The contestants raise their eyebrows,

several beats of anticipation, revealing...

HOST

Mac and Cheese.

(beat)
The classic confort dish.

(condescendingly --)
Conforting to sone, | suppose not a
chef of ny stature, of course. |
like to be nore sophisticated to be
honest, BUT |I'm sure certain people
wi th unsophi sticated taste buds
woul d certainly classify it as
confort food.

t hensel ves - VWhat ?

HOST
Skyl ar, how are you feeling about
Mac and Cheese?

Cut to - Skylar, halfway through the plate.

SKYLAR
It's pretty fucking delicious, I
have to say.

HOST
Yeah, you’'re not supposed to
actually eat that.
(beat)

( MORE)

and nunbl e softly to

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

HOST (cont’ d)
That’ s a di spl ay.
(beat)
| was tal king about you. How are
you feeling about making your own
mac and cheese di sh?

Skyl ar - noticeably stoned - cocks an eyebrow.

SKYLAR
|’msorry. Wat?

The host sighs, turns to the blind man.

SKYLAR
How about you, Ben? How are you
feeling about Mac and Cheese?

BLI ND MAN
|"mfeeling really good, actually.
| cook it all the tinme. It should
be fine.

HOST
|’d just like to point out that Ben
is actually legally blind.

BLI ND MAN
Yeah. | think they got that.

HOST

Right, well, | just wanted to
enphasi ze it.

(beat)
Truly inspiring. Quite noble of
this Network to have such diversity
init’s progranm ng, don’'t you
t hi nk?

An awkwar d pause.

HOST

Right, lads. You will have thirty
mnutes to wow ne with your
personal rendition on this classic
di sh.

(beat)
Head to your stations. W’ re going
to start this big culinary battle

in...
(beat)
G R

.4 2...1...C0



-- A quick nontage of pans, instrunents, cooking utensils
bei ng whi sked over burners and ovens. A tiner clicks down
from"30: 00, 29:59, 29:58"..

| NT. SKYLAR S STATI ON - DAY
Skyl ar, standing around his station with his team

SKYLAR
...We could do |i ke sea shel
pasta. Wth like four different
cheeses. You know t he ones that
look like little sea shells? |
t hi nk we coul d- -

Graham Smith suddenly plants hinself right in the mddle of
the group, sticks a microphone in everyone's face.

HOST
--Right, Skylar. Tell nme what your
pl ans are.

SKYLAR

(conf used)
| - we’'re not sure yet. That’s why
we're talking it out, bro.

(to his tean
Alright, so, | think--

HOST
--Right, well, you know you have
thirty mnutes, so, you better cone
up with sonething quick, I|ad.

SKYLAR
(clearly agitated)
Yes.

HOST
Was there |lots of Mac and Cheese at
Denny’s, Skyl ar?

SKYLAR
(drenched in sarcasm
Uh, no there wasn’t, G aham Thank
you very much for asking, though
(turns to team
Al right, guys, | think we can al so
do a hard boil ed- -

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

HOST
--Surely you prepared this dish
plenty of tines when you were
unenpl oyed for two years?

Skyl ar, getting very pissed off --

SKYLAR
No, Graham | actually didn’t.
HOST
(turning back to us)
Right, well, passions clearly

runni ng high on this program
Skylar is feeling the heat, surely.
Let’s see what Ben is up to.

| NT. BEN' S STATI ON - DAY
The cl ock reads "15: 00"

Ben, cooking with his crew. H s assistant reaches over Ben,
just as Ben quickly whips around with a knife. It
accidentally slices open the assistant’s throat, and he
starts bl eedi ng everywhere.

Because Ben is blind, he doesn't notice, and starts smling
obliviously as G aham approaches him - the assistant gags
and writhes around, blood spurting out of his throat.

BEN
Hey, G ahani
(beat)
Wor ki ng on sonething real speci al
for you, buddy.

Ben's assistant is convul sing, bleeding, in the background.

HOST
(RE: Dead assistant)
Un Ben, |'’mjust worried--
BEN

--What ? That just because |I'’mblind
that I don’t know what |’ m doi ng?
I s what you' re going to say?

HOST
No, lad! Not at all! I’'mjust
worried that your assistant m ght

be- -

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

BEN
--Ch, helping me too much? So, you
t hi nk just because I'mblind that |
need a helper, is that it?

HOST
No, |'m-

BEN
--You think |I’m cheating?

HOST
| think he m ght be dead, Ben.

Ben slowy cranes his neck backwards. Doesn’t hear the
shuffling of his assistant starts to worry.

BEN
Un no, | think he's fine.

HOST
| can see himon the ground, Ben.
really think he's dead.

BEN

(shocked)
Oh. | see..

(suddenly, angry --)
| see what this is. This is just an
attenpt by your network masters to
throw sone entertainnent in the
| oop, huh, Grahan? Kill the blind
guys’ assistant to ratchet up the
suspense? N ce *BLEEPxing trick.

(beat)
Well, you ve *BLEEP+ing done it,
man. WAs it not good enough that |
have one handi cap, you have to
handi cap ne agai n?

On Gaham Smith’s face -- confused, guilt-ridden, no idea
what to say, so he just wal ks away.

BEN
You know what ? *BLEEP* this show.

Ben suddenly takes a knee |ike Colin Kapaerni ck.

HOST
Right, well, it seens that Ben is
sitting this one out, | guess.
(beat)
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 9.

HOST (cont’ d)

He seenms to be to be...taking a

knee in sone sort of...act of

pr ot est.
THE TI MER -- "00: 03", "00:02", "00:01"
DI NG
The al arm goes off. Tine up. The crowd cheers. Everyone
breat hes a sigh of relief.
| NT. SKYLAR S STATION - DAY
Skyl ar, out of breath, hugs his assistant as if he’'s just
finished a | ong marat hon.

| NT. BEN S STATI ON - DAY

Ben, still kneeling in protest, doesn’t budge.

I NT. KITCHEN STUDI O - DAY

Graham t akes t he stage.

HOST
Right. Tinme’s up, |ads.
(beat)
Ben, why don’t you bring your dish
up?
Ben, who was still kneeling, gets up and takes a plate with

a netal donme over it, and places it before G aham
Graham|ifts off the dome. It’'s enpty.

HOST
Ri ght, Ben, why don’t you tell us
what you made?

BEN
Sure, Chef.
(beat)
| made not hi ng.

Pause.

HOST
" msorry?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 10.

BEN
You heard nme.

HOST
You made not hi ng.

BEN
That’'s correct. Exactly what you
* BLEEP+i ng deserve.

HOST
XK ..
(beat)
K. Well, let’s dig in, shall we?

Graham very seriously takes a fork and knife, cuts nothing
on the plate, and lifts it to his nmouth, and starts chew ng
as if he’s eating sonething.

HOST
Thank you, Ben.
(beat)
Slightly underdone, don’t you
t hi nk?

BEN
That's really funny.

HOST
|’ mnot inplying that your
di sability had anything to do with
it, though.

BEN
What ?

HOST
Because here on our network, we
believe in "abl ed" people, not
"di sabl ed".

BEN
What the hell are you talking
about, man?

Ben j ust shrugs.
BEN
Skyl ar, why don’t you bring your
di sh up here?
Skyl ar al so brings his donmed plate over to Graham G aham

lifts it, revealing a mac and cheese TV di nner. G aham
scratches his neck, confused.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 11.

HOST
Ri ght. Skylar. Tell us what
happened.

SKYLAR
Uh, | accidentally read the box

wong. It said to put it in for
ninety seconds and | only put it in
for sixty--

HOST
--No, | nean, what happened to YOUR
mac and cheese? This is store

bought .
SKYLAR
Oh. Uh, well, Chef...l just, uh...
(beat)
| just...forgot ny recipe. | guess.

Skyl ar | ooks back at his assistants and they w nk and giggle
as if acknow edging an inside joke. G aham shakes his head.
Digs in. Takes a bite.

HOST
(hands hi m f or k)
Just taste that for nme right there.

SKYLAR
(refusing)
It’s alright, man. | trust you.

HOST
(sticking fork in his face)
Yeah, just go ahead and taste that
for ne.

SKYLAR
No, thanks, Chef.

HOST
Just go ahead and try a bit of
that, mate

SKYLAR
No.

Skyl ar just stands there, as G aham edges the fork cl oser
and closer to him

HOST
Here conmes the mac and cheese
train, lad. You better open up to
let it in.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 12.

(rmoves fork)
Choo. Choo.

Skylar slowly opens his nouth and G aham deposits the
forkful in.

HOST
What are your thoughts?

Skyl ar takes a | ong nonent to finish chew ng.

SKYLAR
| think it’s OK

HOST
You think it’'s OK
(beat)
Well, | think it’s shite.

SKYLAR
K

HOST
Tast el ess. Bl and. Soggy- -

SKYLAR
(annoyed)
--Yeah. Yeah. | get it, bro.

HOST
Don’t get tough with nme just
because you nade shite nac and
cheese, | ad.

SKYLAR
(scoffs)
As if you could do any better.

HOST
Scuse’ ne?

SKYLAR
| said "As if you could do any
better”.

Grahamlet’s out a cynical chuckle.
HOST
| can, and | did. That’s why I’ m

standi ng here, and you’re standi ng
t here, | ad.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 13.

SKYLAR
G ve ne a *BLEEP+i ng break, nan
You’'re a phoney. You' re not even
* BLEEP*i ng British.

An awkwar d pause.

HOST
Sorry, did you just say |’ m not
British--

SKYLAR

--Bro, just drop the *BLEEP+ing
act, alright?

(beat)
Wy are you acting |ike you didn't
tell me your name is Jimy Thonas
and you're fromMam, in the green
roonf?

Graham starts sweating, let’s a nervous |augh slip, and
| ooks around at the canera.

HOST
Excuse nme? M am ?
(beat)
|’m from Sheffield, England, |ad.
No clue what you’'re tal king about.

SKYLAR
(nocki ng)
Excuse me! M am ?
(beat)
You |l earn that accent at the
Shakespeare Acadeny, Bill?

G aham notions for the caneras to cut.

SKYLAR
Yeah. G g is up, dude. Your posh
little bull *xBLEEP+t is up.

HOST
Alright, well on that note, our
j udges have decided that Ben is
actual ly our wi nner for tonight.

The credits start rolling.

HOST
| magi ne that. A blind man.
Overcom ng adversity. And it
happened ri ght here on our network,

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 14.

HOST (cont’ d)
because that’s what we are - a
tol erant and i ncl usive networKk.
(beat)
Now, thanks to our sponsors, AT&T,
Hal | i burton, and Bonbardi er.

CREDI TS ROLL.



