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FADE | N
| NT. THE PENTAGON WAR ROOM - EVEN NG

Admirals, Generals, and other officials fromall the United
States Arnmed Forces mngle around a | arge conference table.
The conversations are an excited white-noi se hum

Around the roomare tasteful and subtle hints of Christnas.
A pine bough with red ribbon as the centerpiece, and a very
small Christmas tree in a corner

SUPER: DECEMBER, 1944

A door opens at the far end of the room A MARI NE SARGEANT
enters, holds the door open, and stands at attention.

SARGEANT
Presi dent Roosevelt, Commander in
Chi ef !

The room goes silent as every occupant stands at attention
and sal utes.

Through the door enters a wheelchair with a man in a Santa
Claus hat. He waves with one hand and holds a sack of gifts
wi th the other.

The man in the wheelchair is PRESI DENT FRANKLI N ROOSEVELT.
Wheeling himin is VICE PRESI DENT HARRY TRUVAN

ROOSEVELT
Ho- Ho- Ho! Merry Chri st nmas!

As the room begins to cheer and bust out in |aughter.
Nurmerous wait staff follow Roosevelt with carts of chanpagne
bottles, cigars, and appeti zers.

The bubbly is served. O ficers take turns to shake the
President's hand and exchange Christmas w shes.

The room quickly fills with a blue haze of cigar snoke as
the chatter reaches a deafening pitch

From the nmasses energe a towering four-star General snoking
a pipe. The corners of his nouth show a barely discernible
smle. For GENERAL MACARTHUR, he's downright gi ddy.

MACARTHUR
Merry Christmas, M ster President.

ROOSEVELT
Why, Ceneral MArthur! Contain
yourself, sir! You don't want to
gi ve everyone the inpression that
you actual ly have enoti ons!



MACARTHUR
Yes, sir. I'll try to tone it down.

ROOSEVELT
Aw, cone here, Doug.

The President pulls MArthur down to his level for a bear
hug and clap on the back.

MacArt hur is unconfortable and steps back. This nman needs
hi s personal space.

ROOSEVELT
Now, hold on, Ceneral. Don't go too
far, |1 got sonmething for you

He rifles through his bag, pulls out three small gift
wr apped boxes, and hands themto MacArt hur.

ROOSEVELT
| need you to find I ke and Geor ge.
Don't open those boxes until | say
so, okay?

MACARTHUR

You're the boss, Mster President.
He sal utes, turns, and di sappears into the crowd.

Roosevelt | ooks around the room He gets Truman's attention
and waves hi m over.

ROOSEVELT
Harry, conme here and wheel ne over
to the head of the table.

Truman was in md-conversation with a high ranking officer
and seens a bit put off. He puts on his best smle.

TRUVAN
Yes, sir.

He wheels himto the table. A waiter brings over two gl asses
of chanpagne for Roosevelt and Truman.

Roosevelt taps on the glass with a pen and the room qui ckly
goes silent wth anticipation.

ROOSEVELT
Gentl enen, first and forenost, |
want to thank each and every one of
you for the bang-up job ya'll did
in the Pacific. W told the
Anerican people that we'd have our
( MORE)



ROOSEVELT (cont' d)
boys hone by Christmas of
forty-four and, by God, we did it!
Sal ud!

Hearty affirmations of 'Here, here' and 'Merry Chri stnas'
t hr oughout the room as Roosevelt raises his glass.

ROOSEVELT
Second, before we get down to brass
tacks, | want to recogni ze a couple

i ndi vi dual s. Doug, George, |ke? Can
you stand up for ne?

General s MacArthur, DWGHT (I KE) EI SENHONER, and GEORGE
PATTON st and si de-by-side on the other side of the table.

ROOSEVELT
The three nen before us engi neered
and executed a flaw ess ground
i nvasi on of the Japanese mai nl and.
General MacArthur at Nagasaki,
CGeneral Ei senhower at Hiroshing,
and Ceneral Patton at Honshu. Boys,
go ahead and open your gifts.

The three CGenerals open their gifts and each hold high
gol den five-star shoul der ornanents.

ROOSEVELT
It was by your actions and
comm tment that won the
uncondi tional surrender of Japan.

A standi ng ovation ensues as the attendees recogni ze the
new, and first ever, five-star Generals.

Roosevelt clinks his glass again for silence.

ROCSEVELT
| also want to recogni ze FLEET
ADM RAL KING .. Were's Ernie?

Roosevelt | ooks about and notices an enmbarrassed Admiral
King at the end of the table.

ROOSEVELT
Cone on Ernie, stand up.

Roosevelt slides a gift wapped box to the end of the table.
King opens it and hol ds anot her five-star ornanent for
anot her round of appl ause.



ROOSEVELT
As you all know, while the war in
the Pacific raged on, Ernie secured
our eastern seaboard fromthe war
in the Atlantic. He kept our shores
safe and, for that, we are forever
in your gratitude. Cheers!

The roomis in a frenzy as gl asses are raised yet again and
everyone congratul ates each ot her.

Roosevelt settles the crowd with a rai sed hand. The room
falls silent once again.

ROOSEVELT
Thank you, everyone. Now, on to
busi ness. Sargeant, would you
pl ease clear the room of the
service? Thank you.

SARGEANT
Yes, sir.

The Sargeant quickly herds the wait staff fromthe room and
cl oses the door. The remaining attendees take their seats
around the conference table.

ROOSEVELT

(throws the Santa hat on

the tabl e)
We are at peace and our boys are
com ng home. But we cannot ignore
what's going on in Europe. CGENERAL
BRADLEY? QOrar, can you give us an
update on the latest in the
Eur opean theater?

GENERAL OVAR BRADLEY stands up and reads from notes.

BRADLEY
Yes, sir. It seens that Europe is
in a bad state of affairs. Ronmel
has defeated Montgonmery in North
Africa. The Italians have secured
Tur key and much of the M ddl e East,
and the eastern front is into
Moscow. England, well, it's hard to
say where the line through the UK
is, these days.

The roomis suddenly quite sonber. Ei senhower raises a hand
and stands. He speaks as if a politician in training.



El SENHOVWER
M ster President, | think we all
know where you're going with this,
and we understand, for sure. W
just barely finished our first
foray on foreign soil and you want
to join another?

Fl eet Admral King stands.

Kl NG
Sir, Germany never declared war on
the United States. They've held
true to their word of not harm ng
any of our vessels in the Atlantic.

A |l ow nmunbl e as attendees have whi spered side-bar conments.

ROOSEVELT

And that's why we're here. Can you
imagine if Hitler HAD decl ared war
on the U S. after Pearl Harbor? If
we had to fight two fronts instead
of focusing all our forces in the
Paci fic? Think about that for a
noment .

Roosevelt lets this scenario hang heavy over the room

ROOSEVELT
Now ask yoursel ves, when is enough,
enough. How | ong can we stand idly
by while Htler and Mussolini run
ranmpant across Europe?

General Patton stands up abruptly.

PATTON
Sir, let ne at "em [|'ll take on
t hose cocksuckers one at a tine, if
| have to. Whatever you want, sir.
I"'mw th youl!

Not to be outdone, CGeneral MacArthur takes a stand.

MACARTHUR
Sir, you knownme. If | conmmt to
sonething, | follow through. G ve
me back ny boys and I'I| take any
shore you say. |I'Il even take on
t hose two-faced comm es. Just say
t he word.

Ei senhower | eans on the table shaking his head.



El SENHOVWER
No, |I'mnot so sure about this.
What about our people, sir? The
American citizen won't stand for
entering an undecl ared war.

PATTON

| ke, when did you get soft? Then WE
declare it! Qur boys could run
right through those Nazi bastards!
They' re run-down and worn thin!

(to Bradl ey)
Isn't that right, Omar? Wat's
their achilles?

(to King)
Ernie, for God' s sake, just find ne
a beach!

Wth that |ast remark, Patton slaps both palns on the table
for effect. There's a bit of instability in his actions.

The | ow nunbl e of side-bar discussion ranps up to a dul
roar. The debates get heated.

Truman holds his hands up and tries to get their attention
W t hout success.

TRUVAN
Pl ease. Everyone. Pl ease.

Roosevelt has no patience for Truman's mld manner and sl anms
his fist on the table.

ROOCSEVELT
Settl e down, danmmt!

Attention getting, yes, but it's nore fromwhomthe slam
cane from They all admre their President and settle back
down with sheepi sh expressions.

PATTON
Apol ogi es, sir.

Roosevelt scans the men in the room He clears his throat
and conti nues.

ROOSEVELT
Like I was saying, we can't stand
in the wings. Watching and waiti ng.
We need to conme to the aid of our
friends and allies. W need to
stand up agai nst the aggressors and
do the right thing.

A sonmber | ook crosses Roosevelt's face.



ROOSEVELT
There are so many fronts, though.
If...and | enphasize the if...we
were to get involved, how best we
approach such an ani mal ?

Silence. Al the attendees | ook down and around to avoid eye
contact, until...

TRUVAN
Sir, how do you eat an el ephant?

Roosevelt gets a screwed up | ook on his face before turning
to his Veep.

ROOSEVELT
What's that, Harry?

TRUVAN
One bite at a tine, sir.

The attendees | ook puzzled. Patton has anot her outburst.

PATTON
VWhat the SamH || do you nean by
that horse shit? "One bite at a
time." What do you want? Anot her

drawn out war? Hell, sir, let's hit
themw th everything we got on al
si des!

ROOSEVELT

George, you're out of line! Sit
down before | regret that fifth
star!

As Patton reluctantly sits, Roosevelt |eans over to Trunman
and whispers in his ear.

ROOSEVELT
Harry, don't nake ne regret
di sm ssing Wal |l ace as ny second.
Chances are you're going to be
their Commander in Chief in the not
too distant future. Find your
voi ce.

Truman | ooks as if he'd been sl apped. He nods to Roosevelt
and | eans back in his seat.

TRUVAN
Yes, sir.

Wth the roomback in order, Roosevelt starts anew.



ROOSEVELT
Okay, gentlenen. Any thoughts?
(gl ances at Patton)
Rati onal thoughts?

After a brief nonment...

TRUVAN
Sir, | think we need to introduce
the Fat Man and Little Boy.

Patton | eans over to MacArthur and whi spers..

PATTON
Ain't that who's leading this
country these days?

MacArt hur snorts and el bows Patton in the ribs.

MACARTHUR
Qui et, damm you! We'll| | ose that
star for sure.

Roosevelt gives the two Generals a dirty | ook before he
conti nues.

ROOSEVELT
You're right, Harry. Wy don't you
give themall a briefing.

Truman sm | es and st ands.

TRUVAN
Thank you, M ster President. Ckay.
Gentlenmen, | need not rem nd you

that what's discussed in this room
remains in this room

The attendees all nod their heads in agreenent but a few
roll their eyes with the dramati cs.

TRUVAN

Wil e you and your boys have been
doi ng your part in the Pacific,

we' ve been doi ng ours back here.
Down in New Mexico we've a Cracker
Jack bunch of scientists, hol ed-up
in atop secret |ab, working on a
weapon that could end all wars.

Truman hesitates for nore dranma.



TRUVAN
Now, this may sound like it's out
of an Edgar R ce Burroughs book but
we' ve di scovered howto split the
atom

Al around the table are assorted | ooks of astoni shnent and
di sbel i ef.

ROOSEVELT
True story, nen. And with that
process, we've devel oped what we
call an atom c bonmb. Two of them
actually. Fat Man and Little Boy.

TRUVAN
Prelimnary tests show that, upon
detonation, they release an untold
anount of energy. They produce a
fire ball that |lays waste to tens
of square mles in an instant. They
are the gane changers. They are the
future

Truman bangs a fist on the table for added effect.
After the news sinks in, Eisenhower stands.

El SENHOVZER
Sir, wwth that nmuch devastation..
Well, what |'mwondering is... How
do we control it?

PATTON
Control it? Hell, we just drop it!
What's there to control? We drop it
on Berlin and Rome, and we sort out
what's left.

MACARTHUR
Sir, if we do this, it could save
hundr eds of thousands of |ives.
Anerican |ives.

BRADLEY
Europe is lost as it is. If al
goes well, we could have their
surrender in days.

El SENHOVWER

You m ght be right, Omar. The death
toll could be staggering. W need
to think this through. And what's
init for us?



10.

Everyone starts to buy into the idea and Truman wastes no
time. He leans on the table and goes in for the finish.

Roosevel t

TRUVAN
Then it's settled. We drop the Fat
Man on Berlin and Little Boy on
Rone!

| ooks at Truman with a conbi nati on of shock and

fear. He's unconfortable at the quick turn of events.

Truman i s
t he room

ROOSEVELT
Whoa, now, Harry. W just can't
make a decision like this so
quickly. Let's just say that this
is our primary focus while we
expl ore our options.

TRUVAN
Yes, of course, sir. Let's discuss
t he ot her options.

not going to let go of this so easy and addresses

TRUVAN
So, let's look at our options.
First, we could do nothing and | et
the war in Europe work itself out.
Not a very appeal ing prospect. So,
we woul d have to go for option
nunber two...declare war on the
Axis to the protest of every
American citizen

Truman scans the roomto rest his eyes on Roosevelt for just
a fleeting nonent.

Truman i s

TRUVAN
Wth that, we npve our Pacific
fl eet and manpower hal fway around
the world and enter into an air,
ground, and naval war that's raging
across three continents and a

mllion square mles of ocean.
ROOSEVELT

Now, Harry---
TRUVAN

I f you please, M ster president.
| m expl ai ni ng our options, thank
you.

on a roll.



11.

TRUVAN
Tens of thousands, if not hundreds
of thousands of Anerican lives will

be lost. O...we take out Berlin
and Rone.

Truman | eans on the table with palns firmy planted. He
knows that the roomis his.

TRUVAN
What say you, gentlemen? Al those
in favor of using the Fat Man and

Littl e Boy as suggested, raise your
hand.

FADE TO BLACK
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