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| NT. COLLEGE DORMROOM MORNI NG SPRI NG 2013
CUE MUSIC. What is Life by George Harrison

Elise (Early-20's, brown hair, British) is lying in bed as
she cries over a break-up she had recently experienced.
Belle (Md-20"s, Blond, Anerican) wal ks into the room
carrying a box of donuts with her.

BELLE
Twenty- f our Chocol ate Donuts. | had
to call in a special order from

Dunkin’s so if this doesn’t cheer
you up about Al ex dunpi ng you, then
| give up on trying.

Eli se gets out of bed and starts devouring the donuts one by
one.

BELLE
Wah, Elise take it easy on that, |
don’t want you to choke.

ELI SE
Oh please Belle, you' re certified
in CPR, you know how to deal with
things if | do end up choki ng!

BELLE
You know what |’mnot certified in
t hough? Nursing. That neans if you
becone di abetic one of these days,
| won’t know how to hel p you

ELI SE
They have an invention called
Insulin, look it up.

Bel | e takes the box of donuts away and tries to have a
one-on-one conversation with Elise.

BELLE
| ve got an idea, how about you go
on a double date with Trevor and |
Trevor has a roommate who he
believes will be the perfect match
for you.

ELI SE
No thank you, I'’mnot ready to get
back in the dating ganme after four
days.

( CONTI NUED)
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BELLE
Vell, I'll nmake it easy on you
then. You go on this double date
with me or else I'mfiling a
conplaint to have you renoved from
my dorm You' |l be stuck living
W th your parents again after that.

ELI SE
Well, if you put it like that, then
you aren’t really giving ne a
choice are you? I'lIl cone.

| NT. DAVE AND BUSTERS- NI GHT

Elise and Belle nmeet up with Howard (early-20"s, tall

gl asses) and Trevor (early-20"s, African-Anerican, goatee)
at a table. Elise and Trevor introduce their roommates to
each ot her.

BELLE
Vell, this is ny friend Elise.

TREVOR
And this is ny roommte. ..

ELI SE
| know who Howard is, we’'ve had a
coupl e of cl asses together.

BELLE
Ch really, which cl asses?

ELI SE
Do we really need to tal k about
school tonight? | nmean, this date
was neant to be an escape from
t hat .

BELLE
Exactly...lets start with ordering
drinks, shall we?

TREVOR
How about Belle and | order the
dri nks, while Howard, you go into
t he arcade and keep yourself busy.

HOWARD
Sure, order ne a Sprite.

Howar d heads over to the arcade. Meanwhil e, Belle hands
Elise a bag full of arcade tokens.

( CONTI NUED)
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BELLE
Now s the perfect opportunity for
you two to get to know each other.

ELI SE
Don't do this to ne, not tonight.

BELLE
Li sten, you're never going to find
any success with guys unl ess you
put yourself out there. So, unless
you want the life of a crazy cat
| ady, fucking scram

Elise joins Howard in the arcade where Howard is playing a
round of Super Shot.

HOWARD
Thank god, | was just | ooking
around for soneone who coul d beat
my hi gh score.

ELI SE
Well, take it easy on ne, | haven’'t
pl ayed basketball since G ade 10.

Howar d shoots a basketball which bounces back and hits Elise
square in the face. Howard is shocked and focuses all his
attention on Elise.

HOMNARD
| swear, that was an...

ELI SE
Its fine, it was made of plastic
anyway so it didn't do nuch damage.

Howard runs away to get help from Trevor. A half hour |ater,
Eli se and Howard are sitting across from each other.

ELI SE
So what’s it like living with
Trevor?

HOWARD

Trevor and | are like brothers, so
its great. How s your face?

ELI SE

1’1l be fine, honestly it doesn’t
even hurt one bit.

( CONTI NUED)
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HOWARD
That wasn’t the inpression | wanted
to give you, I'msorry;.

ELI SE
Don’t worry about it, a lot of nen
have strong throwing arns. Its just
too bad that Belle wasn’t around to

filmthat. | think you could have
gained a career as a pitcher if she
had.

HOWARD

"1l try and be nore careful

ELI SE
Lets change the subject, how are
your classes goi ng?

HOWARD
Fine...just fine.
ELI SE
Just fine? Well, if you put it |ike

that, you nust not really be into
your cl asses. \Wat are you taking
this semester?

HOWARD
" mtaking...

Howard begins to stutter which is a condition he has.

HOWARD
|"msorry | don’t nean to..

ELI SE
Its fine, | have a childhood friend
who stutters, so |l’'mused to this.

HOWARD
So, where did you grow up?

ELI SE
West London on Kni ghtsbridge. W
grew up living in a place with ny
aunt and uncle before ny parents
and | noved to Anerica.

HOWARD
Was Austin your first choice?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

ELI SE
No, we lived in Seattle when we
first noved to Anerica. My parents
and | only noved to Austin after |
made t hem a Power Poi nt about how I
wanted to be a witer.

HOWARD
VWhat kind of witer?

ELI SE
Any kind of witer is fine with ne.
| just want to be able to tell the
stories | want to tell and share ny
creativity with the world.

HOWARD
"1l buy your first book when it
gets publi shed.

The waiters arrive and place four neals on the table.
HOWARD

You think we should tell themthat
the food is here?

ELI SE
No, let’'s share all four of these
plates. I'’msure they won't m nd

si nce you snooze you | oose.

EXT. UNIVERSITY OF AUSTIN, FALL 2013- N GHT

Eli se parks her car in the dormtory parking lot; Howard is
in the passenger seat. It is raining heavily outside,
forcing Elise to stay in the vehicle.

ELI SE
| don't really want to go out in
the rain again, do you?

HOWARD

And ruin ny jacket, no fucking way.
ELI SE

Exactly. |’ve always been terrified

of the rain growing up in London.
There was so nuch rain there sone
days, that they issued flood
war ni ngs. That’'s why |’ ve al ways
been afraid to go out in the rain.

( CONTI NUED)
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HOWARD
Trevor is a conplete idiot for
goi ng out bowling on a night |ike
t his.

ELI SE
So is ny roonmate for going with
him Qut of all the days they could
have gone bow i ng, they picked

t oni ght .

HOWARD
|"mglad we went to the novies
instead. | suck at bow i ng.

ELI SE
Yeah, that was a perfect novie. If
you didn’t notice, | got teary eyed

near the end.

HOWARD
And Rachel MAdans was. ..

ELI SE
Rach is ny ultimate girl crush. My
goal fromnowon is to follow her

beauty tips.

HOWARD
You don’t have to, you already | ook
st unni ng.

Elise glares at Howard with a wide grin.

ELI SE
So what did you want to do to kill
time because it doesn’t | ook |ike
this rain is going away anytinme
soon.

HOWARD
| don’t want to do anything that
you don’t want to do, that’'s for
sure.

Elise is surprised and noved by how Howard is treating her.

ELI SE
You know, nost guys would reach in
to kiss the person that they re on
a date with right about now

( CONTI NUED)
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HOWARD
| didn’t know t hat was what you
wanted, so | didn't make a nove.
|"d hate nyself if | violated
your. ..

Eli se reaches in to kiss Howard passionately as the canera
pans away fromthe parking |ot.

EXT. ZI LKER PARK- AFTERNCON- 2015

Dan Hoffman (Early-40's, tall, dashing) is in the mddle of
of ficiating Howard and Elise’s weddi ng cerenony.

MR HOFFMAN
And do you, Howard take Elise to be
your lawfully wedded wife?

HOMRD
| do.

MR HOFFMAN
Then by the great state of Texas,
you may ki ss the bride.

Howard and Elise kiss while the attendees erupt in appl ause.

ELI SE
Does it matter to you that we're
just getting married in our
m d-twenti es?

HOWARD
It doesn’t matter, so long as | get
to wake up and see you when | turn
around every norning. That's al
that nmatters.

Howard and Eli se enbrace each ot her once nore before
celebrating with their close friends and famly.

I NT. SINGE FAM LY HOVE- HOLLYWOCD- MORNI NG 2019

Howard and Elise are getting ready to | eave for work.
Elise’s nom Enmma (md 50°s, brown hair) is left in charge
of | ooking after their baby boy Austin.

ELI SE
Renenber, the baby powder is in the
cabi net beneath the bedroom si nk.
When Austin starts crying, it

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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ELI SE (cont’ d)
usual ly nmeans that he needs a
change of diaper, therefore baby
powder . . .

EMVA
| know the steps, don’t forget that
| went through this process while
rai sing you.

ELI SE
Just nmaking sure you renenber, nom

EMVA
Trust ne, parenting skills aren’t
somet hi ng you' d ever forget.

HOWARD
Il be back at around six, think
you could handle himfor that |ong?

EMVA
Your wife used to wake ne up at 2
A.M when she was a toddler. If |
can deal with that, | can deal with
hi mfor nine hours.

El i se hugs and ki sses her nom goodbye before her and Howard
wal k out the door.

| NT. FOUNTAI N THEATRE- NOON

Howard works as a theater director. He is examning the
performances of four male actors on stage as they rehearse
t he nusi cal nunber Who Loves You from Jersey Boys. Howard
pauses the performance to hand out pointers.

HOWARD
Jacob, your pitch has to be higher
Its out of sync with the voices of
M chael , Jordan, and Bl ake.

Jacob raises his pitch but it still isn’t |oud enough.

HOWARD
What are you a toad? Hi gher! Cone
on, this is the grand finale. Hit
it off with a bang.

JACOB
Coul d we take a break for |unch
now? | think I could really nai
this after a half hour break.

( CONTI NUED)
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Howard receives a phone call all of the sudden.

HOWARD
If you really feel that way, then
nmeet back on stage in half an hour.

Howar d answers the call and the voice on the other end is
Danny DeVito.

DANNY DEVI TO
Hello, is this Howard MPherson?

HOMRD
You bet.

DANNY DEVI TO
Its Danny DeVito, did | catch you
at a bad tine?

HOWARD
Not at all M. DeVito, |I'mactually
on ny break so this is perfect. How
may | help you?

DANNY DEVI TO
| mabout to start production on ny
new filmand we’re | ooking into
actors to audition. | saw you
in Mry Goes Round, and | wanted
to offer you the chance to star in
t his.

HOWARD
What scene in particul ar captured
your interest, sir?

DANNY DEVI TO
The argunent in the garage
featuring you and Shail ene Wodl ey.
What a great scene. | loved the
tension you brought to the scene
Wi th your display of frustration
and subtl e nuance.

HOWARD
You could thank ny wife, sir. She
hel ped train nme to perfect every
scene | was in.

DANNY DEVI TO

You graduated drama school fromthe
Uni versity of Austin, right?

( CONTI NUED)
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HOWARD
That's correct, sir. Right nowl’'m
working as a theater director, so
| ve been neaning to step back into
t he gane.

DANNY DEVI TO
That’ s great. | taught theater in
Austin for a while in the 80's, so
we coul d share stories about our
experiences there if you get the
job. W’'re hol ding auditions
tomorrow at Dust Studios. Be there
at 9 A M sharp.

HOWARD
Thank you for the opportunity, sir.

| NT. DORRANCE PUBLI SHI NG LOS ANGELES- AFTERNOON

Elise is sitting in an office while a publisher reads her
manuscri pt for her new book.

PUBLI SHER
What age group is this supposed to
appeal to again?

ELI SE
Horror buffs. Its a Gothic horror
featuring a blend of...

PUBLI SHER
That’ s the problemright there.
Those types of books don't really
sel|l because there’s no market for
it. If you were to cone in and tel
nme that you had an entirely
original concept that was narketed
towards ki ds and teenagers, then
l’d listen.

ELI SE
|’msorry, | thought I'd try
sonething different for a change.

PUBLI SHER
|”ve read both your books. The
Journey Hone and Greta’s Wsh
wor ked because they appealed to an
audi ence. A story about a boy and a
girl who first neet on an adventure
during their final days of

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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PUBLI SHER (cont’ d)
adol escence appeals to pre-teens. A
story about an orphan girl who gets
adopted by a high working class
American famly during the
depression era. Both stories worked
because many teenagers can identify
with the thenmes of adol escence,
cultural ethnicity, and class.

ELI SE
| didn’t know that you were such a
fan of my work.

PUBLI SHER
Those two stories felt |ike they
were witten by THE Elise
McPherson. This manuscript that you
just handed ne...its you trying too
hard to be sonething that you
aren’'t. Please find your true self
agai n.

| NT. MCPHERSON RESI DENCE- NI GHT

Elise is feeding Austin apple slices. Howard returns hone
after and sets his keys on the table. He kisses Elise on the
cheek and nmakes funny faces to confort Austin.

ELI SE
How did the dress rehearsal go?

HOWARD
It went lovely. We're all set to
open production on Saturday night.

ELI SE

| can’t wait to be in the audience.
HOWARD

That isn’t even the best part, |'m

going to direct Les M serables
next. Therefore, you haven't even
seen the best of Howard MPherson

yet .
ELI SE
| don’t doubt it.
HOWARD
Al so, | should nention that | have
an audition | need to get to at
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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HOWARD (cont’ d)
Dust Studi os tonorrow norning. Do
you think you could watch Austin
t onor r ow nor ni ng?

ELI SE
| could do that. Wat ki nd of
audition is this?

HOWARD
| don’t know anyt hing about it
other than its directed by Danny
DeVito.

ELI SE
Well, give ne a few m nutes and
I’11 help you with your stuttering
exerci ses.

HOWARD
No t hanks honey, | think |’ ve got
the hang of it now. | nenorized al
the pointers you gave ne.

ELI SE
| just don’t want you to go in
there unprepared, that’'s all. Don’t
they wait till after you arrive to
show you the script for the first
time?

HOWARD
Babe, you don’t need to worry about
me, your man is going to nail this.

| NT. MCPHERSON RESI DENCE- M DDLE OF THE NI GHT

Howard and Elise are forced awaken due to Austin’s crying.
Elise gets out of bed to hel p cal mAustin, but Howard
prevents her from going.

ELI SE
Don’t you have to get up early
t onor r ow?

HOWARD
You get to share the entire day
with himtonorrow. Let ne deal with
this.

Howard gets out of bed while Elise goes back to rest.



13.

| NT. AUDI TI ON ROOM DUST STUDI OS- AFTERNCON

Howard shows up tired for the audition, which the producers
in the roomnotice.

PRODUCER
Late night, M. MPherson?

HOWARD
Just the struggles of being a
parent. And pl ease, call ne Howard.

PRODUCER
| * m hopi ng you had the chance to
read over your nonol ogue in the
wai ti ng area?

HOWARD
Forty-five m nutes gave ne enough
time to nail this, | think.
PRODUCER

Al right, whenever you' re ready.

Howar d does sone warm ups before performng the dramatic
nonol ogue.

HOWARD

| had a choice...ny devotion to
Leah has been ny choice ever since
| got married, but |I also wanted to
catch up with the chil dhood friend
who's stuck by nme till high school!
And that lead to an unexpected turn
of events because | shouldn’t have
asked for your nunber that night...

The pressure put on Howard causes himto stutter once nore.
The producers are unanused with Howard’' s performance, and
cut his time short.

PRODUCER
You can go now, thank you.
| NT. MCPHERSON RESI DENCE- NI GHT

Howard returns hone and joins Elise and Austin in the living
roomas they watch TV.

ELI SE
How did the audition go?

( CONTI NUED)
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HOWARD
They said they d call back if they
wer e interested.

ELI SE
You didn’'t get the part, did you?

HOWARD
No, that’s not what | said. Look,
can we talk about this after
di nner?

Elise puts Austin to sleep after dinner. Afterwards, she
joins Howard in the kitchen where he is washing the dishes.

ELI SE
Do you want to tal k about what
happened today? And don’t give ne
any of that the audition went fine
bul I shit because |I'’mnot letting
this go until you open up to ne.

HOWARD
Fuck this, OK if you really want
to know, | stuttered during..

ELI SE

That’'s what | figured. Wiy didn't
you just let ne spend tine hel ping
you | ast night?

HOWARD
| thought | was capabl e enough with
handling this on ny own.

ELI SE
When are you going to realize that
no one ever nmakes it on their own?
Asking for help doesn’'t nmake you a
W np, it makes you successful!

HOWARD
Let me ask, who hel ped you with the
manuscri pt you just wote? You did
it all on your own and now you're
begging for a publisher to pick it
up, So you’'re not exactly doing
t hings right either.

ELI SE
You know that’s not fair, stop
dragging ne into your situations
when you have to man up and face
t hem on your own.

( CONTI NUED)
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HOWARD
You' re ny wife, dragging you into
my situations is sonething you
shoul d be used to!

Howard wal ks away from doi ng the dishes, leaving Elise with
a | ook of absol ute shock.

CUE MJUSIC. It’s So Hard to Say Goodbye to Yesterday by Boys
1 Men.

- Howard focuses his attention on directing Les M serabl es.

- Elise starts developing witers block and is unable to
even type anything on her |aptop sone days.

- Howard takes a job as an assistant director for a film He
spends a few days on set at WAarner Bros. studios.

- Elise begins teaching an online course at honme for the
Uni versity of Austin.

- Howard and Elise start drifting apart from one anot her.
They have another fight and remain enotionally distant from
each other on sonme nights.

| NT. CHI NESE RESTURANT- DOMNTOM LOS ANGELES- NOON- SI X
MONTHS LATER

Elise and Belle are sitting down as they discuss Elise’s
marriage to Howard.

ELI SE
| thought | could carry the burden
of being a house w fe when Howard
and | got married five years ago,
but now I’mrealizing that | got
married too young. | have zero
experience in the field and |
wi shed that | had known that about
nmyself before | decided to settle
down.

BELLE
What are you going to do now t hat
you won't settle for a divorce?

ELI SE
The ideal thing to dois to
continue carrying the burden just
for Austin. No kid has to go
t hrough a broken up famly at age
four.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 16.

BELLE
You' re al so savi ng hundreds and
t housands of dollars too because
that’'s literally how nuch a divorce
process costs nowadays. You don’t
want to burn through hard earned
noney |ike that.

ELI SE
Exactly. The ideal thing to do is
just to pay the price for ny
i diotic decisions.

Bell e starts thinking and cones up with an ingenious idea
all of the sudden. Elise notices the ook on Belle s face
and begi ns questioning her.

ELI SE
You only give that | ook when you
have i deas. Share with the group.

BELLE
Its not the best idea ever, but I
t hi nk you and Howard shoul d spend a
ni ght together at the Delta Inn on
Val enti nes Day com ng up.

ELI SE
| don’t think ny parents can stand
| ooki ng over Austin for another

ni ght .

BELLE
Hel |, Trevor and | stay over at
your place and | ook over himfor
you.

ELI SE

What’ s so special about the Delta
Inn? Qut of all the hotels you
coul d have suggested, why does this
one stand out in particular?

BELLE
We know t he nanager who wor ks
there. She actually served Trevor
and | when we visited on Val entines
Day | ast year.

ELI SE

What does this manager know about
failed marri ages?

( CONTI NUED)
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BELLE
You're just going to have to figure
that out for yourself. 1’11l
actually call her up right nowto
make arrangenents for you two.

ELI SE
Wait, you kept her nunber?!

BELLE
O course, she’'s |like a nother
figure to ne.

Bell e runs back to her car to nake a private phone call. She
calls up the hotel on her phone and asks the front desk for
a Renata Weitz.

I NT. THE GYM SANTA MONI CA- AFTERNCON

Trevor is aiding Howard with his bench presses. Al of the
sudden, Trevor receives a phone call fromBelle pronpting
himto | eave and take the call.

HOWARD
Hey man, don’'t |eave ne like this!
For all | know these weights could

crush ny throat any nonent now
Gol fers El bow Colfers El bow

One of the nenbers runs over to aid Howard with his bench
presses. Trevor runs back to help help Howard once he is
finished with the phone call.

TREVOR
You and Elise are going on an
al | -expense paid night out at the
Delta Inn on Val entines Day.

HOWARD
Hol d on, you can’t just drop a
bonmbshell on ne just |ike that.
Who’'s going to |ooking after Austin
and the house?

TREVOR
Belle and | will take care of it.
Cone on, roll with this for the
sake of your marriage.

HOWARD

Can we discuss this further after
|”ve finished ny workout?

( CONTI NUED)
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TREVOR
How much do you bench anyway?

HOWARD
200 pounds.

TREVOR
Then pay attention to nme, this is
sone serious shit.

I NT. DELTA I NN- EVENI NG VALENTI NES DAY

Howard and Elise wal k over to the front desk on arrival.

ELI SE
H, we're | ooking for Renata Witz.
She hel ped make a reservation for
us two weeks ago.

CLERK
She’s in the dining room she'll be
back any m nute.

Howard and Elise take a sit down on the sofa as they wait
for Renata to return. Renata (early 50's, tall, African

Aner i can)

arrives five mnutes later and i s nade aware of

Howard and Elise’s arrival. Renata nakes her way over to
t hem and mekes hersel f acquai nt ed.

RENATA
You nust be the fanpbus coupl e who
Bel | e spoke highly about. Renata
Weitz, pleasure to neet you both.

ELI SE
|’"m Eli se McPherson. This is ny
husband Howard. Bel |l e suggested
that you m ght be able to help us
fix our marri age.

RENATA
O course, but its not sonething I
can tell you about. Its sonething |
have to show you

HOWARD
|’msorry Ms. Weitz, but could it
wait till after dinner? |I’'m

starving, and I'msure ny wife is
too after the hastle it took to get
her e.

( CONTI NUED)
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RENATA
O course...this way to the dining
room

I NT. DI NI NG ROOM EVENI NG

Elise is agitated by Howard' s decision to order dinner in
the lounge. Shrinp R ngs and Garlic Bread are already pl aced
on the table.

ELI SE
Coul dn’t you have ordered room
servi ce instead?

HOWARD
And make a ness on the bed? No
t hank you. That neans extra work
for the nmaids, and | want to nake
t hi ngs easy for them

ELI SE
But they're maids...cleaning shit
up is what their job entails. You
give the | ess work, that neans |ess
nmoney in their paychecks.

HOWARD
Did you get that from one of
Trunp’ s speeches?

A waiter delivers a plate of Spaghetti and Meatballs to the
t abl e.

ELI SE
Wiy on earth did you order
Spaghetti and Meat balls when they
serve Steak and Lobster here?

HOWARD
| want to reenact the dinner scene
from Lady and the Tranp. Maybe t hat
wll help set the nood for us.

ELI SE
Wiy do we need to help set the nood

when Renata already said that she’s

wlling to help us acconplish that?
HOWARD
Yeah well, what if she can't help

us after doi ng whatever she’ s about
to do? Cone on, take a chance.

( CONTI NUED)
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Howard and Elise go through with re-enacting the scene from
Lady and the Tranp where they share a piece of spaghetti

and kiss. However, things go terribly wong when both of
themturn away from each other due to Elise’'s breath
snelling like garlic and Howard's breath snelling Iike

seaf ood.

ELI SE
Who told you to order shrinp rings
as an appeti zer?!

HOWARD
Who told you to have so nuch garlic
br ead?!

ELI SE

That’s it...the nmonent’s ruined.
Can we just go to our room now?

| NT. ROOM 408- NI GHT

Howard and Elise are settled down in a king sized bed while
mai nt ai ni ng di stance from each other. Wile watching Love
Actually on TV, they are interrupted by a knock on the door.
Howar d opens the door to |let Renata in.

HOWARD
Ah, just who we were hoping to see.
Di nner was a disaster, so lets pray
t hat your plan saves us.

RENATA
Trust me, if this doesn't work,
t hen nothing wll.

ELI SE
Do you want us to do anything to
hel p get prepared.

RENATA
Just sit back and rel ax.

Howar d junps back the bed and makes hinsel f confortable.
Afterwards, Renata takes out a broonstick from her
housekeepi ng cart.

HOWARD
You want us to help you re-enact a

scene fromMs. Doubtfire, is that
it?
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Renata directs the broonstick at Howard and Elise as she
shouts out a spell. As green snoke fills the roomall of the
sudden, all three people in the roomvanish without a trace.

| NT. COLLEGE DORVROOM MORNI NG

Howar d wakes up alone in a single person folding bed. He is
confused as to why he is in a bed nade for one person, and
he gets out of bed after putting on his glasses. After
taki ng a quick wal k around, he realizes that he’'s awoken in
a college dormroom Wile Howard searches for his phone, a
younger version of Trevor stormnms into the dormroom and
stares awkwardly at Howard.

TREVOR
I’1l be right back with an orange
juice. You look like you' re
hungover agai n, Howard.

Howar d doesn’t recogni ze Trevor when he acknow edges him

HOWARD
Wait, how the hell do you know ny
name? Al so, how did | wake up in a
fucki ng col | ege dornf?

TREVOR
| have a question for you, what’s
the last thing you renenber before
waki ng up?

HOWARD
Elise and | checked into a hotel
roomlast night. |I don’t renenber
anything else after that. Speaking
of Elise, where the hell is she?
TREVOR

Knowi ng her, she’s probably having
breakfast in the cafeteria with
Al ex |ike she does every norning.

HOWARD
Wait, all this tinme she’ s been
fucking a coll ege jock behind ny
back?!

TREVOR
Look, get your shit together, get
dressed, and rehearse your lines as
we wal k to class because |’ m not
having ny roommate | ook like a

( MORE)
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TREVOR (cont’ d)
fool. If you look like a fool on
Taranti no day, then your acting
career is out the w ndow.

HOWARD
Roonmat e? | barely even know you.

TREVOR
You obviously tripped out on acid
| ast night. Get dressed, and change
out of the ridiculous Mckey Muse
tee. Its Septenber, not July.

HOWARD
| don’t have another shirt to wear.
| woke up here without the
slightest clue on how | got here,
and now you're asking ne to change
when | don’t even know where the
drawers are? Also, its February.

Trevor rushes over to the drawers, pulls out all the
essential clothing, and throws it directly at Howard. Howard
renoves his shirt and realizes that he has a big belly.

HOWARD
Wait, what occurred to the pecks I
wor ked so hard to achi eve?

Howard rushes to find a mrror and panics mnutes after
exam ni ng hi nsel f.

HOWARD
What’ s your nane, guy who just
barged in out of nowhere? \Wat year
is it?!

Trevor wal ks over to confort his roonmate.

TREVOR
Howar d, buddy...|’ m your roonmate
Trevor Baker. Its Septenber 15th,
2011. You have a class to get ready
for in tw hours.

| NT. DI FFERENT COLLEGE DORMROOM- MORNI NG

El i se wakes up in a queen sized bed, while Alex (md 20’s,
red hair) has his arnms around her. Elise takes one | ook at
hi m and freaks out when she discovers that she woke up in
bed with conpl ete stranger.

( CONTI NUED)
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ALEX
|’ msorry babe, | thought you d be
used to having ny arns around you
while we rest.

ELI SE
Babe?! | have a husband, and you
certainly aren’t him

ALEX
Honey, I'mtrying day after day to
| ook nore |ike Daniel Craig. | even

started wearing contact |enses to
make nmy eyes | ook blue when ny eyes
are brown.

ELI SE
Wiy do you keep addressing ne |ike
" myour sweetheart?! And how did I
get here in the first place?

ALEX
Don’t you renenber? We kicked out
your roonmmate Belle [ ast night so |
could bunk with you for the first
tinme ever.

ELI SE
Bell e hasn’t been ny roommate since
2014, di ckhead!

ALEX
Since 20147 Babe, its Septenber
15t h, 2011.

El i se rushes around the dormroomto find a mrror. She
freaks out after taking tine to exam ne herself.

ELI SE
How the fuck did | becone 52 again
all of the sudden?!

Al'l of the sudden, soneone bangs |oudly on the door as if
he’ s desperate to cone in. Elise opens the door and

i mredi ately recogni zes Howard. Howard however doesn’t
recogni ze Elise at first gl ance.

HOWARD
Are you Elise MPherson?

ELI SE

Yes, who el se would you be married
to you noron?

( CONTI NUED)
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HOWARD
| need confirmation, what’s the
| ast thing you renenber?

ELI SE
| can’t renenber anything after
Renata cane into our room | ast
ni ght.

Howard storns inside and searches around the dorm He is
shocked to find another nman resting on Elise’s mattress.

A younger
W t nesses
bedr oom

ELI SE
Babe, I'm so sorry, sonething |ike
this wasn’t supposed to happen til
after we got divorced.

HOWARD
Who the fuck is this dude, another
contact you have |isted under spanf

ELI SE
That’ s a good question...who the
fuck are you?!

ALEX
Babe, I'"mAlex Carifelle. W' ve
been dating since |ast Novenber

HOWARD
Hold on, you're Alex Carifelle?!
Didn’'t you used to date. ..

ELI SE
We dated nine years ago. Shit, if
what he’'s saying is true, then we
nmust have traveled back in tinme to
ni ne years ago.

version of Belle stornms into the room and
Howard, Elise, and Al ex gathered around the

BELLE
Eww, did you guys participate in a
t hree-sone | ast night?

ELI SE

No, why woul d you even suggest that
sonething |i ke that happened?
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BELLE
There’s a senen stain on the carpet
beneath the bed. Ch wait, never
m nd, the yogurt stain you forgot
to clean up | ast week.

HOWARD
We need to get in touch with
everyone who works at the Delta Inn
ri ght now. Sonmeone working there
nmust have been involved with this.

BELLE

Well, get the D scount G onk out of

my bed, and I'Il help you guys out.
ALEX

Wait, just let nme rest for...
HOWARD

Get out of bed now Ed Sheeran!
ALEX

Who the hell is Ed Sheeran?
HOWARD

A gi nger headed fuck |ike you, now

beat it!

After Alex gets kicked out, Howard, Elise gather around as
they watch Belle track down the nunber for the "Delta Inn."
After mnutes of searching, Belle discovers that there are
zero hotels naned Delta Inn across town.

BELLE
There isn't a single Delta Inn in
the entire United States. There are
Delta Inns in Canada though. | know
because nmy dad ran one while | was
growi ng up in nny honmet own of
Regi na, Saskat chewan.

HOWARD
Wait, what was the name of the
manager who served us |ast night?

ELI SE
Renata Weitz. | renenber her ful
nane since her and | hit it off
really well.
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HOWARD
Bell e, could you try and track down
a Renata Weitz for us? Renenber
Elise and I have had it harder
since unlike you, we actually have
to pay for health care.

BELLE
"Il do that at noon, |’ve gotta
get to class in fifteen m nutes.
Speaki ng of which, shouldn’t you
guys head off to class too?

EXT. UNIVERSITY OF AUSTIN, TX- MORN NG

Howard and Elise take a stroll across the canpus and
di scover that they' re not in Los Angel es anynore.

ELI SE
Tinme travel is the only | ogica
expl anation for all of this. How
el se could we have wound up as
Uni versity of Austin undergraduates
li ke we were nine years ago?

HOWARD
O we could have been living in the
Matri x for the past nine years, and
finally woke up back in the rea
wor | d.

ELI SE
Stop it with the novie references,
you' re not hel ping! OK Renata
coul d have been the only person who
sent us back in tinme because she
was the only person who was in our
room | ast night. She delivered room
service, she took out her broom
she. .

HOWARD
Cleaning our room..its all com ng
back to me now That’'s the | ast
thing I renmenber. She cane in and
was about to clean our room

ELI SE
That’s it, we’'re going to get sone
answers out of this Renata | ady as
soon as Belle finds the address.



27.

| NT. CLASSROOM MORNI NG

Howard and Elise are seated next to each other in a
classroomfeaturing a stage directly in front of the seating
area. Meanwhile, Trevor is seated right behind Howard.

HOWARD
We're both in the sane acting
class...what a plot tw st.

ELI SE
| can’t believe you ve forgotten
al | about our history together.

HOWARD
Its only our college days | chose
to forget all about. If you knew
anyt hi ng about the person | was in
col | ege, you woul d under st and.

ELI SE
So, us falling in love in 2013, did
you forget about that too?

HOWARD
No, but its kind of hard to think
when |'"mstuck in a scenario |
don't want to be in!

ELI SE
You think this doesn’t annoy ne
either? | hate this situation we're
in nore than | hate Brexit!

TREVOR
VWhat the hell is Brexit?

HOWARD
Its a fancy name for being served
eggs for breakfast.

M. Hoffrman arrives in class before Howard and Elise could
finish their conversation.

MR, HOFFMVAN
Howard, Christina; front and
center, you two are rehearsing the
di ner scene from Pulp Fiction
first.

HOWARD
Actual ly, could | nmake a
suggestion? Could we have Trevor

( MORE)
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Chri sti na

HOWARD (cont’ d)
reenact the scene featuring the
Ezikiel first? I haven't finished
warm ng up yet.

TREVOR (WHI SPERI NG
Your character is in that scene
t oo, dunbass!

MR, HOFFMVAN
Quys, what do | always tell you? If
you aren’t ready when your
opportunity to shine cones al ong,
then you don’t have any right
becom ng an actor. That’'s not the
i mpressi on you want to nake today
is it, Howard?

HOMNARD
No it isnt, M...?

MR. HOFFVAN
Hof f man, Dan Hof f man.

HOWARD
Fine, and who's ny scene partner
agai n?

TREVOR (VWH SPERI NG
Jesus, just like that you're
forgetting everyone al ready?

HOWARD ( WHI SPERI NG
Its only the third week of school,
throw nme a fucking bone here.

(md-20"s, short, brown hair) wal ks

stage...Howard is sonewhat attracted to her.

himin the armso that he could snap out of

ELI SE (VWH SPERI NG
Make an excuse to escape this
session right now If you go up
there, you’ re dooned.

HOWARD ( WHI SPERI NG
Rel ax honey, |1’ve seen Pulp Fiction
seven tinmes, | can handle this.

28.

t owards the
El i se pinches

it.



| NT. HOMARD S DORM ROOM-  NOON

29.

Howard and Elise are seated across from each other at a
coffee table as they try and figure things out.

HOWARD

You know when Trevor and Belle said

t hat spending a night at the Delta
Inn would fix our marriage
problens, | didn't know that this

is what they neant. What good could

possi bly cone out of being sent
back in tinme?

ELI SE

Think of it this way, maybe we were

sent back in tine to re-experience
how we fell for each other in the
first place, which would in turn
save our marri age.

HOWARD
God, why didn’t Renata just send
Austin back in tinme instead? Then
we could allow himto try and save

our marriage while we don’t have to

do any of the fucking work!

ELI SE
Stop freaking out, we'll find
Renata and interrogate her for
i nfo.

HOWARD
What if we don’t end up finding
her? We'll be stuck in a tine

period that | don’t ever want to...

The chair randomy coll apses, leading to Howard falling on
hit ass.

HOWARD
Seriously, who the fuck still uses
rocki ng chairs?!

ELI SE
You don’t weigh 190 anynore
darling, you should start working
out .

Elise tries to open the kitchen cabinets but

can’'t

reach them because they’ re too high up.

reali zes she
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HOWARD
You' re not 5’8 anynore honey, you
shoul d start maintaining a bal anced
diet.

ELI SE
Taki ng jabs at each other isn't
going to help. We just have to |live
like this till the point where we
learn to fall for each other again,
then we could travel back to 2020.

HOWARD
| won’t last two days in ny
ni neteen year old self wthout
bei ng picked on! | was that
overwei ght nerd who the bullies
woul d pick on, and you were the
cute, popular girl who every guy in
cl ass dreant of marryi ng one day.
You have a lot to gain fromthis,
but | don’t!

ELI SE
But you were ny overwei ght nerd,
and you were the man | ended up
marrying in the future. If you
won't live through this hell hole
that we're trapped in, then do it
so that we could live out the life
we once had. Just do it for ne.

Belle storns into the dormroom and hands Elise the i nfo she
gat hered on Renata Straits.

BELLE

| devoted a half hour of ny |unch
break to hel p you track down this
Renata lady. That’s a half hour in
the library instead of the student
uni on pub where | coul d have been
si ppi ng down on a M nobsa. Now, what
do | get in return?

ELI SE
You’' re Canadi an. .. Canadi ans are
genui nely nice and don't ask for
any favors for being nice. Cone on
honey, lets track down this Renata
| ady.

( CONTI NUED)
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BELLE
Wait...who' s going to cover for you
in class if you guys just take off?

ELI SE
Ri ght...what does my course
schedul e for this afternoon | ook
i ke?

BELLE
Its on the fridge, |ove.

Eli se takes a peek at her course schedule, and notices that
all her classes are vital to her obtaining an English
di pl oma.

ELI SE
Honey, can this wait till after
class? I'll be done by 3 PMthe
| atest, and then we could track
down Renat a.

HOWARD
That's a great idea...not allow ng
our anbitions as scholars to
deviate fromour plans fromgetting
back to 2020. If we do that, we
coul d. ..

ELI SE
Alter our lives in the present day,
exactly. W wouldn’t want that now,
woul d we?

HOWARD
"1l just head back to ny dorm and
nmeet you back here at three.

EXT. GUEST HOUSE | N WEST AUSTIN, TX- M D-EVEN NG

Eli se, Howard, and Trevor arrive on the drive way of a QGuest
House via Trevor’s van.

ELI SE
This has to be the place. If
Renata’ s runni ng a guest house now
then her role as a hotel nmanager
nine years from now woul d make
sense.
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TREVOR
"1l go in and distract her while
you two wait in the car until | say
that its safe to go in

HOWARD
No, this involves Elise and |, not
you Trev.

TREVOR

Look, if what you told ne was true,
and Belle and | advised you two to
stay at the Delta Inn, then it was
partially my fault that you two got
sent back in time. Therefore,

consi der this an apol ogy.

Trevor wal ks towards the doorstep and rings the bell. A
younger version of Renata answers the door.

TREVOR
H, we're with the city council and
we’' re goi ng door to door getting
opi nions fromeveryone in this
nei ghbor hood on how t hey feel about
l[ife in Austin, TX

RENATA
Show nme sonme |.D., and I'Il let you
in.

Trevor accidentally pulls out his University |I.D. and hands
it over to Renata.

RENATA
This is an Austin Film School card,
and it says that you're a film
student. You' re not going to
bul I shit nme, kid.

TREVOR
Alright fine, if you want the
truth, ny filmmaking class is
doi ng a fundrai ser so that we could
make a group project that’s
passionate to us. Therefore we're
goi ng door to door asking for
donati ons.

RENATA
What’ s your fil m about?
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TREVOR
A group of young native teenagers
who stand up to a cooperation who
have plans to denolish their |and
in order to build a pipeline.

RENANA
Its about tine they nade a film
about | ndigenous rights. My sister
inlawis also fromthe Metis
community, so | think I can offer
you sone pointers on their way of
living. Cone on in and tell nme nore
about your project.

Trevor gives Elise and Howard the signal to join him

TREVOR
If you don’t mnd, | invited two of
my col | eagues al ong who are wor ki ng
on the project with ne.

RENATA
What rol es have they assigned each
of you on the project?

TREVOR
|’min charge of screenwiting
duties, Howard over here is th
director, and Elise is our
production assi stant.

e

RENATA
Conme on in and have a seat on the
sofa while | heat up sone pizza
rolls.

| NT. GUEST HOUSE- LI VI NG ROOM M D- EVEN NG

Renat a heads over to the kitchen while Elise, Howard, and
Trevor head inside as an argunent begins.

ELI SE ( WHI SPERI NG
Producti on assistant, really?!

TREVOR (WH SPERI NG
Yes, that way you coul d search
around t he house while Howard and |
i ntervi ew her.
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ELI SE (VWH SPERI NG
Wiy do | have to be the one who
sear ches the house?!

TREVOR (WHI SPERI NG)
Because you’' re the production
assi stant, you have the | east
i mportant job on set.

ELI SE (WH SPERI NG
If | get caught, then I’mthe one
who ends up getting shot to death!

TREVOR (VWH SPERI NG
What reason do you have to suspect
that the |l ady has a gun?

HOWARD ( VWHI SPERI NG)
We're in fucking Texas,
dude. .. everyone here has a gun!

TREVOR (VWH SPERI NG
You know what, lets just break the
ice right now Howard, you and I
wi || make oursel ves confortable on
the sofa while Elise, you go down
to the basenent to see if there’'s a
ti me nmachi ne.

El i se breaks apart fromthe gang just as Renata joins Howard
and Trevor in the |iving room

RENATA
Hey, what happened to the girl who
was with you?

HOWARD
She has PMS.
RENATA
@uys, | know all about anxiety, and

its nothing to joke about. Were is
she so we coul d offer support?

Renat a searches around and finds Elise trying to break into
t he basenent.

RENATA
Can you explain to ne what you're
doing trying to break into ny
basenent that’s | ocked?
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ELI SE
|’malso in charge of |ocation
scout. We were thinking of shooting
all the group hang out scenes in
your basenent.

RENATA
| think its better if all three of
you | eave.

ELI SE
You're Renata Witz aren’t you? |I’'m
El i se McPherson. Last night, ny
husband and I were sent back in
time, and we figured that you m ght
have had sonething to do with it.

RENATA
So you're Elise. | thought you and
your husband | ooked fam i ar.

ELI SE
Wait, so if you recognize us, then
why didn’t you acknow edge us ri ght
away ?

RENATA
| needed confirmation that you were
the Elise | net |ast night, and not
a decoy from 2011. If you showed up
as your 2011 self then I'd freak
you our right away if |
acknow edged you as if | knew you.

ELI SE
That’ s a reasonabl e expl anati on.

HOWARD
Wait, how do you have the nenories
of your present day self just like
nmy wife and 1°?

RENATA
Isn’t it obvious? | was the person
who sent you two back in tine to
2011, and | sent nyself back to
2011 as well to offer you gui dance.

ELI SE
Speaki ng of sending us back in
tinme, how did you nanage to send us
all back in tinme in the first
pl ace?

35.
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| NT. GUEST HOUSE- ATTIC- M D EVENI NG
Renata takes out a broonstick to try and offer explanations.

HOWARD
So you sent us back in time, and
cl eaned up our ashes to cover up
your involvenent in this. It all
makes sense. What did you do with
your ashes though if you were sent
back in tinme with us?

Renata shouts out a spell that magically turns off all the
lights in the house.

HOWARD
Great, now we’'ve got to live like
we’'re Aumi sh for the rest of the
ni ght .

Renat a casts another spell that magically turns all the
power back on in the house.

ELI SE
That' s the shortest bl ackout |’ ve
ever w tnessed.

RENATA
No, don’t you guys get it? What you
j ust experience was a sacred spell
| shut the power on and off again
using the formof magic. To put it
sinmply, I"ma descendant of a fifth
generation of sorcerers.

ELI SE
Do sonething else just to prove
your point.

Renata further denonstrates her magic by casting a spell on
Howard. Howard levitates as high up as the ceiling one
monment and falls to the ground nonents | ater.

HOWARD
Now I can finally take that dunp
| ve been neaning to take all day.

ELI SE
So if you're really a sorceress
t hen how woul d you know to send us
back to Septenber 15th, 2011...that
exact day? What's so special about
t oday?
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RENATA
Time traveling spells send people
back in time to randomdates in the
past, and can’'t be controlled. For
exanple, | could choose to send
sonmeone back in tinme to 2015, and
they’ d probably only wake up on a
random date back in 2017.

HOWARD
So is there a three strikes and
you' re out policy in which you use
the spell a deliberate anpunt of
times, and then the broonstick just
runs out of energy afterwards?

RENATA
Yes, you each have five chances to
use the spell, then you' re shit out
of | uck.

HOWARD

Geat, let’s use one of those tine
travel chances tonight to travel
back in 2020.

ELI SE
Hol d on, what if we were sent back
intime to this exact nonent so
that we could learn to fall in |ove
again. | mean the spell could have
sent us to 2015 when we first got
married, but it sent us back to
2011 when we were still in college.
VWat if fate wanted us to find the
magi ¢ spark that brought us
together? This is a |ucky
opportunity for us, so lets not |et
it go to waste.

HOWARD
O we could just nmake | ove when we
get back to the canpus tonight and
then this spell could wear off.

RENATA
No, don’t you get it? Rushing this
entire plan to fall in Iove could

cause alternate parallels in the
time line that shoul dn’t

exist...all of it leads to dire
consequences for you here and now.
You guys have to take tine to all ow

( MORE)
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RENATA (cont’ d)
the opportunity for romance present
itself to you, and not force it.

ELI SE
So you're saying | have to date
Alex Carifelle till ny future
husband could learn to sweep ne off
nmy feet?

HOWARD
And | have to live the life of a
fat, hopel ess, nerdy coll ege
student agai n?

RENATA
|’mafraid so otherwise | cast the
spell for no reason.

ELI SE
Howard and | barely said a word to
each other back in 2011, are you
telling nme that | have to pretend
not to notice ny future husband?

RENATA
|"mafraid you have to forget about
the future that you have together
and let fate work itself out unless
you want to alter the time |ine.

HOWARD
Renata, you don’t happen to work
for The Adjustnent Bureau do you?

I NT. ELISE'S DORVROOM NI GHT

Eli se | ooks dissatisfied as she jots down pointers for a
creative witing assignnent. Belle stornms in after a | ong
day and hugs Elise from behi nd.

BELLE
Any |uck tracking down that Renata
| ady?

ELI SE

Yep, and she told us things that
Howard and | didn’t want to hear.

BELLE
Let ne guess, you cheated on AliX
wi th Howard, and now you’'re
pregnant with Howard's chil d?
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ELI SE
What’s with you and all these
i nappropriate accusati ons? No,
that’ s not what she told us!

BELLE
Whew, thank god. To think you' d
actually wind up with failure |ike
fat piece of lard.

ELI SE
Hey, | actually don’t m nd Howard,
so take it easy on him please.

BELLE
Look, what’s really going through
your mnd? I'Il spend all night
trying to get through that thick
little head of yours if | have to.

ELI SE
Let ne ask you a question, if you
| oved a boy but you knew you had to
do everything you could to stay
away from hi m because your parents
woul dn’t allow you two to be
together; would you still take the
ri sk of seeing hin

BELLE
You can’t follow the rules, you
have to follow the heart and what
it wants. That’s what nmy nom al ways
told ne.

I NT. HOMRD S DORM ROCOM NI GHT

Howard i s

hard at work witing a scene for an origina

screenplay while Trevor begins to ask himabout the future.

TREVOR
So, nine years fromnow, do we
still remain pals?

HOWARD

You bet, buddy.

TREVOR
Al right, just wanted to make sure
that we don’t end up becom ng
rivals nine years from now.
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HOWARD
You were the only person who was
there for nme during college, so
trust ne...we’'re going to be pals
for areally long tine.

TREVOR
So, what el se happens in the
future?

HOWARD

1’11 tell you during drama cl ass
tonorrow. | want to make wagers
with the cl assnmates.

| NT. DRAMA CLASS- MORNI NG

Howard is sharing his predictions for the future with his
cl assmates right before class starts.

TREVOR
Get out of here...that notherfucker
who m stakes Mountain Dew for hair
condi ti oner everyday becones our
next president?

HOWARD
Cone Novenber 8th, 2016 you'll see
everything | said was true.

CHRI STI NA
What are sonme of his presidential
policies?

HOWARD
He builds a wall across the Mexican
border in order to reduce illegal
i mm gration.

CHRI STI NA
No fucking way, Anerica would never
el ect sonmeone wth that type of
rhetoric.

HOMNARD
Want to bet $200 on it?

CHRI STI NA
Fine, but I'’mgiving you a warning
to back off on making this wager.
There is no way that coul d happen.
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HOWARD
"1l be outside your door in 2016
to collect my w nnings.

M. Hoffman arrives in class at 9 AM sharp.

MR, HOFFMAN
K cl ass, today, w're going to
learn tips on how to nake audi ences
connect with the character on a
personal and enotional basis by the
power of acting.

TREVOR
Actual ly, M. Hoffman, Howard here
has a scene froma screenplay he’s
witing, and he wanted to give the
class a little sneak peek of it.

HOWARD ( WHI SPERI NG)
Dam it man, | was holding off till
the right nonment cane al ong, you
rui ned the nmonmentum of it!

MR HOFFMAN
I's that so? What is this, a one nman
show you’ re wor ki ng on?

Trevor pats Howard on the back to encourage himto speak up.

HOWARD
No sir, its actually a drama that
chronicles the fifty-seven year
cycle of the relationship between a
married coupl e.

MR HOFFMAN
Christina, you know what to do.

HOWARD
|’d actually prefer it if Elise
woul d cone on stage since | did the
di nner scene with Christina
yest er day.

MR, HOFFMAN
Eli se, you have fifteen mnutes to
rehearse with Howard behind the
stage since we're not letting his
dreans wal k out the door. The rest
of you, turn your text books to
page 27.

Elise is shocked and speechl ess as she foll ows Howard.
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I NT. STAGE- MORNI NG

El i se and Howard are having a di scussion regarding Renata’'s
war ni ngs from|last night.

ELI SE
If we do this, we could open the
door for a lot of unexpected
possi bilities.

HOWARD
| don’t care. | was thinking |ong
and hard about it last night. I'm

not going to say that I’mgoing to
make a dash for it when it cones to
Wi nni ng you back, but that doesn’t
mean that |1’ mnot going to stop
trying to fight for you. Fate won’t
puni sh people who try, right?

Elise is noved by Howard' s determ nation to wi n her back.

HOWARD
W’ ve got work to do, and we don’t
have all day. Stop letting your
feelings for me get in the way.

Eli se and Howard begin to rehearse a scene from Howard’s
unfini shed screenplay. They step out on stage in front of
everyone once they’'re ready to perform

MR, HOFFVAN

For the last tinme, sonebody turn on
the fucking spotlights and aimit
towards the stage. W’ ve had ten
acting sessions, | shouldn’t even
have to ask you guys to do this by
now. Alright, feel free to begin
whenever you guys are ready.

HOWARD
My dad needed ne to..

ELI SE
Don't even explain it to ne! You
did what you needed to do.

HOWARD
What ' s your problen? W noved here,
you found a job, and we’ ve settled
down in ny honetown just |ike you
want ed, | nmean what nore can you
ask for?!

( CONTI NUED)
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ELI SE ( SOBBI NG
VWhat’ s ny problem what’s ny
probl en??! Take a | ook around, you
show up at hone after 11 PM I eavi ng
nothing but a text telling ne
you're with your dad, while |I'm
here to do all the cooking and
cl eaning on ny own! Do you know
what that does to a married woman?!
It makes her so god dammed si ck
fearing that she’s going to | ose
her husband!

HOWARD
VWhat, | can’t spend tine with ny
dad just because you tell ne to?!
Now that he’'s trying to becone
sober, | finally have a chance at
rekindling with the one man |’ ve
wanted to know all ny life, and you
want me to put that all away so
could spend nore tinme with
you. ..and for what ?!

ELI SE
That’s not what |’m saying...| just
want you to stay with me once in a
while! How the hell are we going to
start a famly together if | can’t
trust you to be hone on tine!

HOWARD
Oh, don’t give nme that shit about
starting a famly again! Last tine
| checked, you didn't want a child
due to the extra stress it would
put onto our marriage!

ELI SE
Vll, now | want one! If it’ll
teach you to be mature and
responsible in order to keep our
marriage alive, then | want to
rai se a child!

HOWARD
Vell, I’mnot ready to conmt to
that yet, but when | am it has to
be after you stop giving ne crap
for being considerate of soneone
ot her than you! I’mdoing this just
so | could |earn how to becone a
better father than ny dad once was.

( CONTI NUED)
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ELI SE
Can’t you at |east try and manage
your time and split it between him
and ne?!

HOWARD
| don’t run |ike fucking clock
wor k. And besi des, how woul d you
know what the relationship between
a father and son is like? It’s not
like you still keep in touch with
your parents...so don’t lecture ne
about sonet hi ng you know not hi ng
about!

ELI SE
You know what, why don’t you get
out of this house and spend the
rest of the night with that dirtbag
if that's really what you want! |
beg of you to go stay with hin

HOWARD
Fine, if you beg of me to do so,
1’1l leave. | won't be back for a

while, so if you have anything to
fucking so, do it now

ELI SE
Call nme when you' re ready to be a
man, and not a boy who sucks up to
hi s father!

HOMNRD
And end scene!

The entire class erupts in appl ause.

MR. HOFFNVAN
The students have becone the Oscar
W nners. How di d you nmanage to
wite a scene |like that, and bring
that kind of gravitas to the stage?

HOWARD _
| never reveal ny secrets, sir.

MR, HOFFNMAN

Well, keep it up and you' |l pass ny
class with flying col ors.

( CONTI NUED)
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TREVOR
| can't wait to see M. Hoffnan's
performance as the father when they
have to reenact one of the father
and son scenes.

MR. HOFFMAN
Trevor, that’s whitewashing and its
totally uncalled for. Don’'t ever
fucki ng suggest sonething |ike that
agai n.

M. Hoffman turns on the TV and prepares to show the class a
scene from Aneri can Beauty.

MR. HOFFMAN
Now back to cl ass...guys pay your
attention to the way Kevin
Spacey. . .

Howard i nmedi ately rushes over to turn off the TV.

MR. HOFFMVAN
Howar d, what the hell, dude?

HOWARD
You guys don’t want to be studying
Kevi n Spacey...trust ne.

EXT. UNI VERSI TY OF AUSTI N- NOCON

Howard and Elise are having a di scussion about the
screenplay that Howard is working on.

ELI SE
| can’t believe that out of all the
scenes you chose to work on | ast
ni ght, the fight scene is the one
you chose to work on.

HOWARD
|"mjust trying to make a good
i npression in class. Besides,
didn’t Renata say that we can’t
force the relationship? If | wote
a passionately romantic scene for
us to act out, wouldn’t that just
be forcing it?

ELI SE
| guess you're right. But
seriously, you re working on this
project for ne?
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HOWARD
Why do you | ook so surprised?

ELI SE
|”mjust saying that this is the
first thing that you' ve done for ne
in nearly two years.

HOWARD
If only there was nore | could do
nore for you.

Al ex sees Elise on canpus and runs towards her. Elise breaks
apart from Howard and | eaves himon his own.

HOWARD
VWait, you' re not actually going to
spend noon hour with himare you?

ELI SE
If only there was nore | could do
to help you.

Elise runs into Alex's arns, which disturbs Howard.

| NT. STUDENT UNI ON PUB- NOON

Howard, Trevor, and Christina are gathered around a table as
Howar d continues to share predictions about the future.

HOWARD
The Ben Affleck Batman novie is
comng out five years from now, |
guarantee it.

TREVOR
The guy who couldn’t even fight to
save his relationship with JLOis
fighting crimnals in GothamCity.
Yeah, right...keep dream ng, pal.

CHRI STI NA
What scares ne nore i s your
predi ction on how Fifty Shades of
Grey is going to be turned into a
novi e adaptation. | find it
appal | i ng how out of all the books
t hat wonmen coul d read on their
ki ndles, that’'s the one they’ ve
chosen. | nean the guy takes
advant age of the woman for sexual
pl easure. What kind of world are we
living inif we’'re making that OK?
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HOWARD
You' d be surprised by the anmount of
peopl e who get away w th taking
advant age of wonen for sexual
pl easure. Hol |l ywood A-Listers in
particul ar.

Trevor reaches in to grab sonme peanuts froma bow placed in
the center of the table, but Howard slaps his hand before he
coul d grab sone peanuts.

HOWARD
Wash your fucking hands before you
touch that! There's a global virus
pandem ¢ com ng in 2020, so you're
going to thank ne in the future for
encour agi ng you to wash your hands!

| NT. DRAMA CLASS- MORNI NG
Christina wal ks in and take a seat right next to Howard.

CHRI STI NA
Did you do any prep last night for
the Roneo + Juliet scene we have to
rehearse today?

Howard tries to engage in conversation, but is instead
baf f| ed because he can’t nmake out what to say. He instead
starts slurring his words and cones across as | ooking
shy/ awkward towards Christina.

CHRI STI NA
What ? |1’ ve been your scene partner
three tines thus far, you should be
confortable with ne sitting next to
you by now.

Meanwhile, Elise is seated two rows in front of Howard. She

noti ces Howard acting up and rushes up to drag hi mout of

the class; Trevor follows them

| NT. HALLWAY- MORNI NG

Elise is trying to nmake sense of why Howard is acting up.
ELI SE

What have you eaten so far this
nor ni ng?
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HOWARD
| had an egg and cheese. ..

es to finish the sentence, but instead stutters.

TREVOR
Egg and cheese croissant...cone on
man, French isn’'t so difficult to
pr onounce.

ELI SE
An egg and cheese croissant i s what
they sell at the cafeteria, so they
couldn’t have laced it wth
recreational drugs. Wien did you
start feeling like this?

HOWARD
Fi ve m nutes ago.

ELI SE
That was when you just started
conversing with Christina.

TREVOR
Maybe he’'s just experiencing what
guys go through when they finally
reach puberty.

HOWARD
| hit puberty when | was thirteen
j ackass, that’s not the point herel

TREVOR
See, he didn't stutter when | asked
hi m a questi on.

ELI SE
That’ s it...Howard was al ways shy
around girls during college. So
much so that he stuttered nost of
the tine when it cane to talking to
wonen. It also flared up whenever
he felt nervous or scared.

HOWARD
Well, how the flying fuck could
t hat have happened al ready?! | was
doi ng so good for the past two

days.
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ELI SE
You nmessed with the tine line
yesterday by witing that scene and
choosi ng ne as your scene partner
in an attenpt to win ne back. That
never happened during 2011
therefore by altering the events of
the past, karnma’s cone to bite you
in the ass.

TREVOR
O maybe the Howard fromtwo days
ago required a update, therefore
his i OS systemnodified itself
automatically while Howard was
asl eep last night. And the system
update altered Howard's personality
in order to make himnore |ike the
person he was back in 2011.

HOWARD
What ever the fuck happened, how am
| supposed to perform Roneo +
Juliet when | can’t even talk to a
girl?!

TREVOR
"1l cover for you, I'lIl tell M.
Hof f man t hat you have the stomach
flu and you needed to head back to
your dormroom

Howard and Elise take of f while Trevor heads back to cl ass.

I NT. ELISE'S DORVROOM MORNI NG

Eli se takes Howard back to her dormroom and pours hima cup
of tea. Afterwards, Elise begins to massage Howard, which
makes him feel very unconfortable.

HOWARD
What the hell are you doing?

ELI SE
| " m perform ng massage techni ques
on you to help you cal myourself.

HOWARD
How is that going to help nme calm
down? If anything being sexually
aroused going to contribute to the
fact that I'’mjust hitting puberty,
whi ch |l eads to nore stuttering!
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El i se backs away from Howard and tries to think of other
ways to hel p Howard.

Howar d f ol

ELI SE
Start speaking slowy. It’ Il help
with the stuttering. |’ve got all

day, so | can be patient.
lows Elise s advice as they continue to converse.

HOWARD
Remi nd nme again how | overcane this
phase of ny life during college? I
mean | nust have been open with you
about it in the future?

ELI SE
| can’t, if | give you any hints on
how you swept nme off ny feet, we're
going to face harsher penalties!

HOWARD
Hey, don’t forget that if | stay
like this, there’s no possibility
of a future where you and | end up
t oget her.

ELI SE
Do you think I don’'t know that?! Do
you think there isn’t one nonent in
the past 48-hours in which I w shed
both of us had tried harder so that
we woul dn’t have had to end up |ike
t hi s?!

HOWARD
We got married too young, what did
you expect was goi ng to happen? W
were 24 when we wed, and five years
later, we couldn’t find ways to
keep each other satisfied. If we
couldn’t keep each other satisfied
in the present day, then how | ong
do we have to keep living |ike
this?

ELI SE
The tine travel spell sent us back
to the perfect nmonment, which rarely
occurs...what do you think that
nmeans for us?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 51.

HOWARD
Maybe we were sent back four years
bef ore our weddi ng date so that we
could try to map out different
lives for oursel ves.

ELI SE
Are you telling me you believe that
we shoul d begin to pave our way for
an alternate reality? One that you
and | don’t fall for each other?

HOWARD
| think that’s what fate is telling
us to do because now we know t he
consequences of nessing with tine.

Eli se wal ks over to the teapot and throws it against the
wal |, instantly breaking it.

HOWARD
| don’t want this anynore than you
do, so just learn to live with it!

ELI SE
Vell neither did I! | knew | wanted
you beside nme. | knew it the nonent

you took the extra nmeasure to sweep
me off ny feet. But | didn't want
the extra burden it took to map out
the rest of ny life with you! If |
coul d choose a future where |I could
remain cl ose to you but where

don’t have to experience the
everyday frustrations of being a
wife, I'd gladly take it!

HOWARD
What is it that you want now?

ELI SE
| want you to leave ny dorm its
best that we stay away from each
ot her as nuch as possi bl e.

HOWARD
No, we were sent back..

ELI SE
We were sent back in tine because
Trevor and Belle believed that we

still had a future together. But if
this experience has taught us
( MORE)
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ELI SE (cont’ d)
anything, its that if we’'re falling
apart nine years fromnow, then we
don’t have any busi ness ever
falling in | ove. Now pl ease get
out, |’ m asking you nicely.

Howard | eaves the dormroom per Elise s request. Mnents
after Howard | eaves, Belle takes her tine to walk in and
| ooks at Elise with a stunned | ook.

ELI SE
Don't tell ne you listened in on
t hat ?

BELLE
| have a recording of it on ny
phone.

I NT. SW MM NG CENTER- NOON

Howard is in the pool doing the breast stroke. Trevor storns
in all of the sudden and confronts him

TREVOR
What the hell are you doing
swi mm ng when you have anot her
class in forty-five m nutes?

HOWARD
First off, how did you find ne
here? And secondly, Dory told
everyone to just keep sw nmm ng when
life gets you down, so that’s what
| m doi ng.

TREVOR
Christina texted ne and told ne
that you were here. And | think
know why you’' re out here and not at
the pub. You're here to conbat your
enoti ons.

HOWARD
How did you figure that out?

Trevor hands Howard a pair of ear buds, and starts playing
the recording of Howard and Elise’s fight on his | Phone.

HOWARD
Did you skip drama class earlier

just so you could stalk Elise and
| ?
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TREVOR
No, Belle sent this over to ne.

HOWARD
How i s that possible? Nobody even
had t he data capabl e of
transferring files via phones in
2011.

TREVOR
Dr opbox dude, Dropbox.

HOWARD
Great, now everyone on canmpus who
has an account knows that Elise and
| are married. Howis Alex going to
cope with all of this?l Here in
Texas, his arnms register as |egs!

TREVOR
Rel ax brother, Elise took it down
as soon as | was able to downl oad
the file. I downl oaded the file
five mnutes later. That’'s not what
you shoul d be nbst concerned about
t hough. What you should be worried
about is Alex stealing your future
bri de away from you.

HOWARD
Maybe he shoul d because we
obvi ously weren’t neant to end up
together if we had a fight that’s
al ready being shared on soci al
medi a.

TREVOR
You can’t think like that. You
can’t give up on sonething that’s
passi onate to you. Wat if Stephen
Ki ng gave up when he was writing
Carrie? He wouldn’t be the
billionaire he is right now, and he
woul dn’t have earned the nicknane,
Master of Horror.

HOMNARD
St ephen King had a voice while |
dont. | don’t even know how to

talk to girls.
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TREVOR
You let me deal with that. | know
how wonmen work and I’ m going to
teach you how to sweep Elise off
her feet. You can’t give up on |ove
because its a feeling that knows no
boundari es. Renenber that.

HOWARD
Wiy do you care if Elise and | end
up together? What’s in it for you?

TREVOR
If we remain best friends in the
future, then that’'s nore than
enough for nme to help you out. If |
don’t try and help you, then fate
wWill create a path to a future
where we don’t end up becom ng
pals. So please do this to save our
friendshi p? Conme on man, |’ m
dependi ng on you.

HOWARD
Fi ne, where do we start?

TREVOR
First we’'ve gotta get you in shape,
so let’s start tonorrow afternoon
Today i s cheat day.

HOWARD
Seens reasonabl e enough. Now excuse
me, | need to do ny breathing
exerci ses.

TREVOR
How di d you beconme so good at
swimm ng all of the sudden to begin
with?

HOWARD
My nom has been taking ne to the
pool since | was eight. | watched
fromthe best, and | |earned from

the best. Now, time this dive for
me, wll you?

54.

Howard perfornms the breast stroke while underwater as Trevor
keeps track of the tinme on his phone. However,
makes it half way through before calling it quits.

Howar d only
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TREVOR
Two m nutes and twenty-three
seconds. Still, not bad for soneone

who’ s not wearing protective gear.

HOWARD
| can make it up to four m nutes, |
just know it.

TREVOR
| believe you. Now, let’s try this
agai n.

I NT. ELISE S DORVROOM NOON

Eli se has explained to Belle everything that’s been
happeni ng between her and Howard. Belle | ooks at Elise with
the nost distinctive | ook of absol ute shock.

ELI SE
Wul d you stop staring at ne like
that? Everything | told you was the
truth.

BELLE
In the future, do you and Howard
end up with children?

ELI SE
No, we didn’t have the tinme to
raise a famly.

BELLE
Damm, | was so | ooking forward to
bei ng a godnot her .

ELI SE
You still mght one day; the child

m ght not be Hal f-Asian, but one
day I'’mgoing to have a child and
name you the godnot her.

BELLE
| know exactly what you need to do.
You m ght not have been able to
fight to save your marriage in the
future, but there s another way you
could fight.

ELI SE
Show ne.
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I NT. ROCK CLI MBI NG GYM EVEN NG

Elise is unsure of Belle's advice for her to train to be a
rock clinber.

ELI SE
How i s being a rock clinber
supposed to hel p nme?

BELLE
You need to be open to accepting
chal | enges. Your future nmarriage is
falling apart, but you could learn
to nove past it by clinbing on top
of all the obstacles being hurled
directly at you.

ELI SE
| can’t do this, I'"'mafraid of
hei ght s.

BELLE

You know what that is...that’s
fear. Fear is what killed
everyt hi ng between you and Howar d.
Don't let fear kill the next great
t hing you cone across.

Elise allows herself to be tethered to a rope, and begins

| earning how to rock clinb. Elise gets the hang of it, and
after three hours of clinbing nmultiple courses, she finally
gains a feeling of enpowernent she never had.

BELLE
See, told you, you d crush it.
Tonmorrow, we're cones the sw mm ng
| essons, so be prepared.

| NT. HALLWAY- MORNI NG
Howard is being bullied by a group of teenage boys for
wearing a T-Shirt featuring a portrait of Arthur the
Aar dvarKk.
HOWARD

This was honestly the only shirt |

had left to wear, everything else

is

Howard begins to stutter m d-sentence.
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BULLY
Your nmommy shoul d have bought you
nore clothes. Seens |ike she
doesn’t care about you ot herw se
she woul d have hel ped you overcone
your speech inpedi nent. Guess who
el se doesn’t care about you? Us!

The bully is about to physically abuse Howard, but Elise
steps in to help when she wi tnesses Howard bei ng bullied.

ELI SE
Are you sure you want to be sent to
detention today, darling?

BULLY
Look, cheer leading tryouts are in
the gym and | think you want to
ace that audition, so fuck off.

Elise grabs the bully by the waist and strips down his
sweat pants, causing onl ookers to |laugh hysterically as the
bully runs off ashaned.

ELI SE
Next tinme pack jeans and a belt you
fucki ng dunbass!

HOWARD
Now you know why |’ m afraid of
bei ng back here.

ELI SE
It’ Il get better. Now bugger off.

| NT. AQUATI C CENTER- FOLLOW NG DAY

Howard and Trevor wal k into the aquatic center and w tness
Bel |l e coaching Elise as she prefornms butterfly strokes.
Bel | e becones al armed when she sees them approachi ng.

BELLE
You know | think its tinme to wap
it up pal!

Elise is unable to hear Belle due to her ear plugs.
TREVOR

Looks |i ke you' re gonna have to go
in and get her.
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BELLE
Way don’t you do it yourself. Ch |
forgot, you can't because it wll
change the future!

HOWARD
Hey, don’t talk to Trevor Ilike
that. You two will get married one
day, you know

TREVOR
How have you not dropped that
bonbshel I until now?

Eli se experiences difficulty breathing, and begi ns drowni ng
all of the sudden. Howard notices this imedi ately as he
makes his way towards the pool area. He runs towards Elise’s
position in an attenpt to rescue her. Trevor and Belle
notice it shortly after and aid Howard in the rescue.

BELLE
| knew | shoul d have nade her wear
nose plugs too!

TREVOR
Then why the fuck didn’t you, do
you know how serious dry drowning

i s?

BELLE
| thought that occurs only in
chi | dren!

TREVOR

As well as ten percent of adults!
Fucki ng Google it!

Howar d di ves underwater, swins towards Elise’ s position and
drags her by the hand as he pulls her to surface. Trevor and
Belle aid Howard in the rescue by helping himcarry her.

HOMNARD
You two back off, | know CPR

Howard perfornms CPR on Elise, and is able to resuscitate her
in a mtter of nonents.

HOWARD
Good god, | was beginning to think
| m ght have | ost you.
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ELI SE
Bell e, after today, |I’'ve had it
wi th your fucking training
exerci ses, you could have killed

me!

BELLE
Fine, we'll try running tonorrow,
no chance of you getting injured at
all if we do that.

TREVOR

You shoul d have seen this guy
junping into the pool and pulling
you to the service. It was unlike
anything |’ ve ever seen.

ELI SE
Bul I shit, are you telling nme that
Howi e was the one who pulled ne to
t he surface?

LI FEGUARD
| filmed it on ny phone, so there’'s
your proof!

I NT. HOMRD S DORM ROOM NI GHT

Howard and Elise are socializing with beer and pizza. The
two seemto be hitting it off.

ELI SE
| honestly can’t believe she forgot
to get me nose plugs too.
expected a Science and Physics
undergraduate to have a bigger
br ai n.

HOWARD
Yeah, and | had to use all ny
strength to pull you out of there.
Luckily I did that w thout breaking
a single rib.

ELI SE
How did you manage to pull off the
rescue though? Saving ne in the
condition that you re in must have
taken a mracle.
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HOWARD
| just grabbed onto you for dear
life and wouldn’t let you go
because if | did, I knewthat |I'd
| ose a piece of nyself as well.

ELI SE
And you didn't care if you were
going to drown during the process?

HOWARD
My | ongest underwater dive was
three mnutes. It took five mnutes
to pull you to the surface and |I'm
nowhere near as strong as | amin
2020, so we shoul d consi der
oursel ves |ucky that our rmutual
pals pitched into help. Besides, if
| did drown earlier, at least | did
it while trying to save you.

As Elise and Howard are about to kiss, Trevor barges in and
interrupts the tender nonent.

TREVOR
Did you | eave any beer and pizza
for nme?

ELI SE
Yes, in fact we did. I'Il just get

out of your hair so that way I
won’t end up hogging all the pizza.

Elise | eaves the dormroomas Trevor helps hinself to sone
deep di sh pizza.

TREVOR
Actual ly, why don’t you stay...we
coul d use your help in helping
Howard getting rid of his
stuttering.

HOWARD
Actual ly, | think she has..

ELI SE
No, that's a perfect idea. Howis
he supposed to nake it through an
year of college if we don't help
hi m overcone it now?
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TREVOR
How did you hel p hi movercone his
stuttering issues in 20207

ELI SE
|’d rather not try that nethod here
because 1’'Il have to pay the price

for altering the past.

TREVOR
Right. Now, for our first |esson,
|l ets begin the session with the
exerci se routine. Exercise hel ps
produce endorphins in the brain,
which in turn relieves stress. Lift
up that counter top until | tel
you to stop.

Howard quickly lifts up the glass counter top table, and
spends the first ten seconds enjoying it.

ELI SE
Now, repeat after nme. Lovely
weat her for a workout, eh ol’ chap?

HOWARD
Lovely weather for a work out...

Howard stutters all of the sudden and accidentally drops it,
causing all the glass within the table to be shattered.

ELI SE
Wuld it kill you to do cardi o once
in a while?!

HOWARD
Don't blame ne, the table was Made

i n Chi nal

Monents | ater, Trevor is teaching Howard about how to
properly kiss a lady. Trevor kisses a poster of Lara Croft:
Tonb Rai der to give Howard an exanpl e.

TREVOR
Ki ssing relieves feel -good hornones
in the brain. Everyone feels calm
after they re kissed. Now I want
you to kiss Angelina Jodie slowy,
and not at all passionately |ike I
showed you.

Howard slowy leans in and slowy kisses the poster. Saliva

spills all over the carpet while he kisses the poster which
di sgusts \Wendy.
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ELI SE
Have you forgot what its like to
kiss a wonman all of the sudden?

HOWARD
My twenty year old self had never
ki ssed. ..

Howard stutters m d-sentence once again, annoying Elise.

ELI SE
Way don't you let ne help himwth
t he next |esson?

TREVOR
One only has to wonder what Brad
Pitt is going to nake of you
kissing Angie like that. | nean
| ook at the anobunt of saliva.

ELI SE
Oh, he won't give a shit...they
di vorce five years from now.

For Howard’s next | esson, Elise turns on classical nusic via
Yout ube.

HOWARD
How is this supposed to help ne?

ELI SE
Cl assi cal mnusic hel ped sooth ne
mental |y throughout high school. If
it could do that for ne, it could
do that for you too. Now repeat

after ne, | would like extra
marmte on the toast and beans,
pl ease.

HOMNRD

| would like extra marmte on the
t oast and beans, pl ease.

Howard conpl etes the sentence wi thout stuttering.

TREVOR
Holy shit, he actually did it. Now
say, the hood ain’t no good if you
don’t know f at her hood.

HOWARD

The hood ain’t no good if you don’'t
know f at her hood.
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ELI SE
Keep at it while I filmthis and
create a renix!

TREVOR
Do it |louder! Do it faster!

Howard follows Trevor instructions as Elise smles
whol eheartedly, realizing another way to hel p Howard
overcone his stuttering in the future.

I NT. HOMRD S DORM ROOM M DDLE OF THE NI GHT

Howard wakes in the mddle of the night, suddenly feeling
the urge to breathe. As he begi ns show ng synptons of
coughi ng, and shortness of breath, Trevor runs out to get
help fromothers living in the dormtory.

TREVOR
Does anyone have an inhaler!
Pl ease, ny roommte i s choki ng!
Sonebody, hel p!

I NT. UNIVERSI TY MEDI CAL CENTER- M DDLE OF THE NI GHT

Howard carries an inhaler when he is released froma first
aid room Elise and Trevor acconpany him as they hel p get
hi m back to his dorm room

HOWARD
The doctor said it was an ast hma
attack. That neans | won’t be able
to take part in drama days in class
anynore.

TREVOR
That whol e you saving Elise from
drowni ng stunt...that never
happened nine years ago did it?

ELI SE

No it didn't. Its just another way
of fate punishing us for messing
with relativity. He saves ne from
drowni ng, and now he carries the
burden of not being able to breath
as much as he’'d like to, it makes
perfect sense.
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TREVOR
Yeah, its like God is smting him
with a plague every tinme he alters
the past. Its fromthe Book of
Exodus, you should read it.

HOWARD
Wiy did it have to be asthma?

ELI SE
Coul d have been worse though. You
coul d have gotten the Coronavirus
and risked passing it onto us.

TREVOR
The Corona what ?
ELI SE
Oh right...I"msorry, that doesn’t

exi st yet, never mnd what | said.

| NT. HOMRD S DORM ROOM M DDLE OF THE NI GHT

Eli se hel ps Howard get into bed, and even does himthe favor
of tucking himin.

HOWARD
l"msorry it isn't the other way
around. | should be doing this for

you, instead...really.

ELI SE
Oh shush, think of it as me
repayi ng the favor for saving ny
life.

HOWARD
Look, you're alright
t hough. .. right?

ELI SE
Yup, all thanks to you

HOMRD
Then that’'s all that matters.
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I NT. HOMARD S DORM ROOM MORNI NG

Elise, Trevor, Belle, and Renata are gathered around Howard.
The wi ndow is open, and it is pouring wet and col d outsi de.

HOWARD
Soneone broke in here through the
wi ndow | ast night! Quick, check the

fridge!

RENATA
No dummy, we opened the w ndow so
that we could see if you still had
asthma. | cast a spell on you which
al l owed for your Bronchus to be
unbl ocked.

HOWARD

| needed the lungs to be unbl ocked,
that’'s how treating asthnma is
supposed to wor k!

BELLE
The Bronchus is | ocated between the
| ungs, dunbass!

HOWARD
Well, how is opening the w ndow
supposed to hel p nme?

RENATA
An asthma attack is usually
triggered by cold, dry air making
its way into your airways. And
since you're not swelling up or
showi ng any synptons of asthma so
far, you seemto be doing fine.

HOWARD
And what about ny problens with
stuttering around girls, did you
get rid of that yet?

RENATA
Oh right, thanks for the rem nder.

Renata ai ns her broonstick at Howard' s brain and casts a
spell to cleanse the m nd.

BELLE
How do | | ook today?
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HOWARD
Li ke a princess who just stepped
out of the pages of a fairy tale.

Howard i s astoni shed that he fini shed the sentence w t hout
ever stuttering.

| NT. CAFETERI A- NOON

Eli se wal ks towards the table where Al ex and his gang of
friends are gathered, but there are no seats left at the
table. She instead lifts up a chair and noves it closer to
the table, capturing the attention of everyone at the table.

ELI SE
VWhat, I'mallowed to sit here,
right?

ALEX
No, not after that shit you pulled
of f two days ago. | heard the

recordi ng. Seens |ike you were
really hitting it off with that guy
you were arguing wth.

ELI SE
How did you find out about that? I
wat ched Belle delete that Iink from
Dropbox five mnutes after
upl oadi ng the recording.

ALEX
Babe, over fifty-thousand people go
to this university. That neans
within those five mnutes, at |east
t hree hundred students coul d have
downl oaded t hat recording.

ELI SE
Ch so all of the sudden you re good
at math. Wiy didn’'t you bring this
up with nme yesterday?!

ALEX
| needed tinme to pick out a new
girlfriend, also known as your
replacenment. | couldn’t dunp you
till 1 replaced you.

ELI SE
VWhere i s she now?
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ALEX
OCh nmanners. .. Madi son neet Eli se,
Elise this is Mudison

ELI SE
Typical you' d | eave ne for a
doubl e-d. M nes were just in the
process of perking, fucker!

Belle finds Elise in the cafeteria and escorts her away from
t he tabl e.

I NT. ELISE'S DORVROOM NOON
Elise and Belle have a fight regarding Al ex s actions.

ELI SE
| told you that sharing that
recordi ng on Dropbox was a bad
i dea!

BELLE
| did it so Trevor could notivate
your husband into keep fighting for
you! Isn’t that what you wanted?

ELI SE
Coul dn’t you have done it
di screetly? Now sonething terrible
IS going to happen because
sonet hing fromthe past got
altered! Don’'t you see, | wasn’'t
supposed to break up with Al ex
until March, 2013!

BELLE
So? We could just get that Renata
| ady to reverse the curse. Besides,
now t hat you and Al ex are no | onger
together, that gives you tine to
patch things wth Howard.

ELI SE
Its not that sinple! The curse
won't wear off till we discover
what it was exactly that nade us
fall in love in the first place.

BELLE
The inportant thing is that you' re
not Alex’s prized possession
anynore. That neans that you and

( MORE)
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BELLE (cont’ d)
Howard coul d keep trying till you
find the spark again. Besides, Alex
breaking up with you was ny fault
and I’mnot fromthe future,
t herefore you did nothing wong,
hence you have nothing to | ose.

ELI SE
Jeez, | never thought of it that
way bef ore.

BELLE
| know right, I’ma master thinker.

Bell e steps out of the room and discovers that a fenale
student has filmed the entire argunent on his phone. She
hurls towards her and smashes her phone. Afterwards, she
starts hitting the student.

BELLE
You little brat, do you think
breachi ng people’ s piracy is
funny?!

ELI SE
Bring it down just a little bit,
she’s going to learn all about how
it isn’t funny once her private
phot os get | eaked three years from
Now.

I NT. ELISE'S DORVROOM NI GHT

Elise is spoiling future episodes of The Bachel or for Belle
as Belle is blow drying her hair.

ELI SE
So in Season 23, this dude name
Colton is The Bachel or, and he’'s
still a virgin.

BELLE
Get the fuck out of here! How does
he get his cherry...
The bl ow dryer gets stick in Belle’s hair all of the sudden.

ELI SE
Un..bestie, alittle help here?
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Bel | e exam nes ways to get the separate the blow dryer from
Belle’s long hair. Seeing no possible option, Elise begins
to pull the dryer with force.

BELLE
Are you serious, do you know how
much noney it cost ne to get hair
i ke this?!

ELI SE
Do you want to look like this for
the rest of your life? If not, shut
your fucking nmouth and | et ne work!

Using all her force, Elise manages to pull the dryer away
fromBelle' s hair. However, Belle screans as |oud as she
could when a giant portion of her hair beconmes bald as a
result of the incident.

ELI SE
See, | told you that consequences
occur to those who alter the past!

I NT. WLD ORCHARD SALON, DOWNTOMN AUSTI N- NOON

Trevor gives Howard, Elise, and Belle a |lift downtown the
follow ng day. They walk into a hair salon and everyone is
frightened by Bell e’ s appearance.

ELI SE
My BFF Bell e experienced a hair
di saster |ast night. W need your
help in helping us fix it.

EMPLOYEE
| msorry hon, but no one could
avert a disaster |like that. Check
back with us when the hair has
fully grown back in six nonths.

BELLE
| can’t wal k around canpus | ooki ng
like this! Please, there’s got to
be sonme wigs that | could try on

EMPLOYEE
Hel p yourself to our rack over
t here.
As Belle is browsing the rack, Elise intentionally places a
wig that’s half blonde and half bl ack over Belle s face.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 70.

ELI SE
Turn around, | want to tweet this
out to Sia.

Belle starts going off on a wild rant while Howard and
Trevor watch Belle go through a neltdown.

TREVOR
You and Eli se shoul d take
off...1'"lIl handle this for the next
two hours.

HOMNRD

Don’t forget, you and Bell e get
married in the future, so don't
make her any nore agitated.

Howard runs over to Elise and drags her away while Trevor
tends to Belle.

I NT. | TALI AN RESTURANT- DOANNTOANN AUSTI N- NOON

Howard and Elise are waiting for the food that they ordered
to cone. Meanwhile they are enjoying a fancy bottle of w ne
whil e they converse.

ELI SE
| was just thinking back to the
nonment when we first net.

HOWARD
Oh yeah rem nd ne about that again.
| renmenber that night, but maybe
not as vividly as you do.

ELI SE
Actually, | want to hear your side
of the story.

HOWARD
Vell, our mutual friends set us up
on a date at Dave and Busters.
That’s all | can renmenber

ELI SE
W went on a round of arcade
basketball, and one of the balls
bounced back and hit ne square in
t he face.
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HOWARD
Thi nking back to it, | still fee
enbarrassed about that.

ELI SE
|’ mjust saying that you could have
made it as a pitcher. Its not too
|ate to take up a hobby when we get
back to the future.

HOWARD
Il give it sonme thought. You know
what’s on mind right now t hough?

ELI SE
Tel | me.

HOWARD
l"mtrying to recall what it is
that nade you fall in love with ne.

It can’t be because |'m a handsone
hunk who | adi es woul d swoon over
since |’ mobviously not handsone.
|"mjust trying to figure it out
that way | know what | need to

wor k.

ELI SE
You renenber that night when we
went out to see About Time starring
Rachel MAdans? That was the night
that Trevor and Belle went out
bow i ng, and we had no plans so we
deci ded to keep each ot her conpany.

HOWARD
That sounds fam liar, but go on.
What was it about that night that a
| asting inpression on you?

ELI SE
Well, it was our second date
together, and it was on our second
date when | began to see how
i nnocent and sweet you were.

HOWARD
G ve ne one exanple of how | was
i nnocent and sweet .

ELI SE
Just the way you seened SO nervous
about going on a date with nme was

( MORE)
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ELI SE (cont’ d)
what caught ny attention. Wile
nost nmen woul d pretend to be know
it all’s who want full control over
the date, you didn’t try to change
anyt hi ng about yourself. That’'s
what | |iked about you, your shy,
nerdy personality.

HOWARD
If you liked that part of ne so
much, why did you freak out when
devel oped stuttering the other day?

ELI SE
| freaked out because | know that’s
t he side you hated nost about
yourself. | wanted to do all
could to save you the humliation
of having to deal with that side of
you agai n.

HOWARD
Had | know you |iked that side of
me so much, | wouldn’t have made
such a big scene about it the other
day.

ELI SE
Look, if the stuttering cones back
one of these days, and |’ m not
around to help you, tell yourself
you are enough, and you are right
where you need to be. Please just
do that for ne.

| NT. COCKTAI L BAR- AFTERNOON

After lunch, Howard and Elise walk into a cocktail bar. The
bar is special since its the only bar in Austin that
features |live karaoke. The open bar is currently packed,

t heref ore Howard wal ks over to the karaoke nachine to await
his turn.

ELI SE
| really don’t want to do a duet
t oni ght .

HOWARD

You have to. Qtherw se why el se
woul d have wal ked in here in the
first place?
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ELI SE
If | start a duet, I'mgoing to
puke. You saw the anount of |iquor
| consuned earlier, and bei ng that
| " m about to consune nore, | won't
make an ass out of nyself. | advise
you to nmake the sane deci sion.

HOWARD
Yeah, that’s understandabl e given
that you're 5 2...your tiny little
body can’t take all the pressure.

Once it comes down to Howard’'s turn to shine, The One that
Got Away by Katy Perry is the song of choice on the machine.

HOWARD
Ch cone on! Did I go to high schoo
with that guy who was just on
here?! This has to be sone kind of
el abor at e prank.

ELI SE
You're a big guy, you could stomach
it.

After Howard does a rendition of the song, himand Elise
settle down to enjoy their cocktails.

ELI SE
Oh cone on, it wasn't all that bad.
Have you ever heard of the phrase
Carpe Dien? It neans seize the day,
and you sei zed the nonent by goi ng
up there and trying anyway.

HOWARD
If that son of a bitch hadn’'t set
me up for a Katy Perry song, |
woul d have sl ayed the song so hard
they’ d be giving us free drinks by
now. But | get your point.

Eli se takes a nonent to exam ne the bar and re-live the
nostal gia of 2011

ELI SE
You know what | m ss about being
back in 2011? Everyone was cal ner.
Peopl e weren’t starting protests,
rather they just |ived out their
day in solitude and enbraced
everyt hing about their day when it
ended.
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HOWARD
| f you could stay here in 2011
woul d you?

ELI SE
Not really since | lived it al
before, and I’'d rather spend the
rest of my days living in the
present because | don’t know what
tonmorrow has in store for ne. But
bei ng back here in 2011 has made ne
learn to appreciate all the
intricate details | forgot about
when | was living in 2011. That’'s
what | | ove nost about traveling
back here, | get to enbrace it al
and gain a new respective of nine
years ago.

HOWARD
Vell, I’mglad you' re taking
something out of this entire
experi ence.

ELI SE
What woul d you say is your favorite
part of being back in 2011 so far?
| know that this entire experience
sucks, but there’'s a positive to
every negati ve.

HOWARD
The one that conmes to the top of ny
head was being right here with you,
and us going through this entire
experience together. Wien | woke up
here the other day, | wanted
not hi ng nore than to be back hone.
But bei ng back here brought ne
cl oser to sonmething that I woul dn’'t
have realized | needed so nuch if |
was stuck in the present day...you.

Howard and Elise snmle and stare at each ot her.

EXT. CAPI TAL CRU SES- AFTERNOON

Howard and Eli se manage to book the final seats on an
afternoon boat tour. The boat passes by the Austin Skyline
on the bright, clear, and lively day. Elise rests her head
on Howard’'s shoul der, and Howard ki sses her on the forehead.
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I NT. ELISE'S DORVROOM MORNI NG

Howard and Elise are sl eeping next to each other in bed.
They are awoken when Trevor and Belle stormin,

BELLE
| can’t believe you guys made | ove
on the bed last night. Do you know
how much damage that does to the
springs?

TREVOR
Besi des, do you know how nuch the
noi ses of rocki ng and noani ng
annoys the nei ghbors?!

ELI SE
Oh pl ease, wasn't this what both of
you want ed? For both of us to share
an intinmte nonment together.

BELLE
| didn’t mean in nmy fucking dorm
room

HOWARD

What about you guys, how did your
ni ght together go?

BELLE
Qur chem stry needs sone work.

ELI SE

Gve it some tinme. Believe it or
not, nine years fromnow you two
are the people who encourage us to
visit Renata, which is how we ended
up here. So, if you two can nanage
to hatch up a plan to get us back

t oget her, you two bel ong together.

HOWARD
" mstarving, therefore I’ m going
wi th breakfast with these two, and
|11 nmeet you back here afterwards.
What do you two want for breakfast?

TREVOR
| vote Brexit.
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EXT. UNIVERSITY OF AUSTIN, TX- AFTERNOON

Howard and Elise take a stroll around the canpus. They have
a di scussion about the everything that transpired the past

ni ght .

HOWARD
It baffles me how we’'re still stuck
back in 2011. | thought we woul d
have been back in 2020 by now.

ELI SE
Well, what if the curse could only
wear off once we discover why we’ve
decided to stick together for seven
years. For exanple, discovering
what we’ ve taken away from each
other in this relationship, and
what staying together nmeant to us
as a whol e.

HOMARD
VWll, | learned that. ..

ELI SE
| didn’t nean it |like that! W have
to di scover the neaning for
oursel ves. Besides, don’t you
remenber what Renata sai d about
forcing things?

HOWARD
We kind of forced things |ast
night, cone to think of it.

ELI SE
Exactly, and now we have proof that
even though our relationship has
grown stronger since when we first
ended up back here, we have to take
the tine to discover what it was
t hat brought us together. Doing
anything else drastic will still
| ead us back here to the past.

| NT. CREATI VE WRI TI NG CLASS- FOLLOW NG AFTERNOON

Elise is in class listening to her professor deliver a very
i mportant announcenent .
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PROFESSCR
|”mgoing to drop a gi ant bonbshel
on you guys; | would |like each of

you to partner up with a classmate
for the duration of the rest of the
senester. Together, you and your
partner will teamup to work on a
sixty page Creative Witing
project. Great minds think alike,
so pick the partner seated next to
you, and get to brainstorm ng.

Elise is partnered up with Garrett (Md 20’s, British,
Handsone.) Elise |ooks slightly disturbed that she’s
partnered up with another man. However, she doesn’t want to
cause a scene therefore she accepts that she’s working with
Garrett on the Creative Witing project.

GARRETT
| don’t think I’ve properly
i ntroduced nyself, and if we’'re
going to be working together, an
introduction is in order. |I’'m
Garrett Atwell.

ELI SE
El i se McPherson, pleasure.

GARRETT
Vel |l now that we’ve got to know
each other, what’s the subject of
our story going to be?

I NT. HOMARD S DORM ROOM- EVENI NG

Howar d answers a knock on his door, and sees that Elise has
payed hima visit.

ELI SE
Do you want to grab some di nner at
t he pub?

HOWARD

Seriously, its 8:00 and you stil
haven't eaten yet?

ELI SE
| had a | ong day.
HOWARD
So have |. Let ne tell you about
t he anount of assignnents | have to

wor k on.
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ELI SE
Don't tell ne...show ne what you're
wor ki ng on.

Eli se wal ks over to Howard s study table and sees nultiple
papers on the table.

HOWARD
Al'l these projects have to be
conpl eted by Md-Cctober. | haven't
even begun wor ki ng on them yet
since |I've spent all last week in
pani ¢ node about bei ng back here.

ELI SE
How is it you have so many cl asses?
I sn’t your schedul e the sane
everyday?

HOWARD
That’s only for acting class. |
have a total of four other classes
after lunch. Two of themfall on
Mondays and Wednesdays, and the
ot her two on Tuesdays and

Thur sdays.
ELI SE

What is it you' re working on now?
HOWARD

"’ m pul ling double shifts. I'm

doi ng an essay on Dracula for ny
Gothic Literature class. On the

ot her hand |’ m doi ng research paper
about The Book of Exodus for ny
Romance Literature class.

ELI SE
Seens |ike you really are busy.
"1l get out of your hair.

HOWARD

Is everything alright with you?
ELI SE

Yup, | have a Creative Assignnent

that | need to start working on
anyway, so its ironic how both of
us are keepi ng busy.
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HOWARD
Oh, that’s great. Wiat’s the plot
of it so far?

ELI SE
Its about a nmarried couple who nove
into a new hone, only unbeknown to
t he husband, its actually a ghost
house.

HOWARD
Oh that sounds like it’d be right
up ny alley. Bring ne a copy of it
when you’ re done, will you?

ELI SE
Sure will.

Eli se wal ks out of the dormleaving Howard to get back to
wor K.

| NT. PRI VATE ROOM LI BRARY- NOON- THREE WEEKS LATER

Elise and Garrett are having a brainstorm ng session in the
library. Elise is taking notes while Garrett is draw ng
storyboards for the story on the dry erase board.

ELI SE
Diana, the wife knew all al ong that
t he house was haunted since its
part of her elaborate schene to get
revenge on himfor cheating on her
for the past four nonths. As it
turns out, there’s a book of curses
in the house that Di ana has been
using to control the evil spirits
t hat haunt her husband Bennett.
Therefore, Bennett has to find a
way to take the book out of Diana’s
hands and learn to how to contro

the spirits in order to kill her.
GARRETT
Wel |, Bennett cheated on his wife

and isn’t at all grateful for what
he has, so taking that direction
makes the readers root for Bennett.

ELI SE
So you want ne just to go the
traditional route where the evil
spirits terrorize Bennett till the

( MORE)
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ELI SE (cont’ d)
poi nt where he starts to realize
how much of an asshole he is?

GARRETT
No, because then Bennett woul dn’t
face any consequence of his actions
and woul d wal k away cl ean.

ELI SE
How about if the evil spirits just
haunt Bennett till the point where

he's driven insane which eventual ly
| eads to his death?

GARRETT
That idea sounds perfect, let’s go
with that.

Eli se continues typing on her laptop while Garrett draws
storyboards. Wiile Howard is on the second floor |ooking for
a book, he witnesses Elise and Garrett in the private room
working on a project. He watches as Elise is |aughing at
Garrett’s jokes and havi ng open di scussions with himduring
the brain stormsession. At ten to one, Howard is awaiting
for Elise and Garrett outside the private room

HOWARD
Hey dude, | don’t believe we’ ve
met. I’mElise’ s pal, Howard.
GARRETT
Garrett Atwell, the pleasure’ s al
nm nes.
HOWARD

Do you mind if |I foll ow you and
Elise to class? My class is just
two buil di ngs down anyway.

GARRETT
Actually, I’mgoing to grab a
pastry fromthe cafeteria on ny way
there so I’'Il let you two catch up
HOWARD

Much appreci at ed, thanks dude.
Howard and Elise part ways with Garrett. Howard and Eli se

grow agitated towards each other as they nmake their way to
cl ass.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

81.

ELI SE
You don’t have a class two
bui | di ngs down, do you?!

HOWARD
No, | just made that up so | could
ask you about the guy who you
didn’t introduce me to.

ELI SE
How coul d you possi bly think
t here’ s sonething goi ng on between
Garrett and 17?

HOWARD
You | ooked nore confortable with
himthan you do with ne during the
present day.

ELI SE
| was assigned to work with him
during Creative Witing. Its not
i ke a fucking buffet where | could
choose whatever | want.

HOWARD
Did you tell himabout us in the
future?

ELI SE

No, what good would that do...it
woul d just freak himout! Besides,
si nce when have you started payi ng
attention to ny personal life.

You' re nore concerned about
finishing your essays now just |ike
you' re nore concerned about
perusing filmroles in 2020!

HOWARD
| need to put ny work first when
|’ m back in 2011 so that it wll
open the doors for nore
opportunities for me in 2020! Don’t
you get that I'’mdoing this so we

could still find success even if ny
acting career goes down the
shi t hol e?

ELI SE
And 1’ mdoing the sane! |I'm

devoting ny tinme to ny classes just
like you, so |'d appreciate it if
( MORE)
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ELI SE (cont’ d)
you stop giving ne shit about the
peopl e who | have to work with

HOWARD
Fi ne...nothing happens if | try to
W n you over anyway, So we m ght as
wel | choose this path for
our sel ves.

ELI SE
What’ s that supposed to nmean?

HOWARD
You m nd your own business while |
mnd ny own. If we can’t manage to
stay out of our own business, then
we'll only becone nore
dysfunctional in the future.

Howar d separates Elise while Elise stands in the m ddle of
the library appearing frustrated.

| NT. DRAMA CLASS- NEXT MORNI NG

Christina happily takes a seat next to Howard once she
arrives in class.

CHRI STI NA
Ready to re enact the scene from
your screenplay which we rehearsed
[ ast night?

HOWARD
You bet your ass we are.

El i se overhears the conversation and becones agit at ed.

ELI SE
VWait, | thought we were working as
scene partners.

HOWARD
Hey, the decisions | nmake are none
of your business, Lis.

M. Hoffrman arrives in class on tine.
MR. HOFFMAN
Howard, Elise...front and center.

W' re going to witness nore of your
screenpl ay today.

( CONTI NUED)
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HOWARD
Actual ly, Elise was unavailable to
rehearse with nme | ast night, so do
you mind if | choose Christina for
t he project today?

MR, HOFFNMVAN
By all neans. Do you guys need tine
to rehearse?

HOWARD
No, we cl ocked in about an hour of
rehearsing | ast night, so we’'re
good.

Howard and Christina nake their way to stage as Elise
wat ches cl osely.

CHRI STI NA
|’ msorry for |ashing out at you
| ast night. You nust think I'’ma
shitty wife right now

HOWARD
Vll, married couples fight, but we
eventual ly find a way back to each
other in the end. Look, |’ve been
t hi nking a | ot about what you said
last night, and if it neans naking
me a nore responsible parent, I'm
wlling to start a famly, because
|’ mnot ready to give up on you
yet. If a child is going to be the
one piece of the puzzle that keeps
us together, then I’ mready.

CHRI STI NA
| don’t want you to stress out
nore, so | think we should put it
on hol d.

HOWARD
|’ mnot stressed out one bit. If it
means doing all the work, then I'm
up for as much stress as it takes,
because if that’s what it’'ll take
to growold with you, then I know
it’s worth it.

CHRI STI NA ( SOBBI NG
"1l always | ove you, you' re the
love of nmy life. | just want you to
cone hone every so often
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HOWARD
| swear, whatever it takes to keep
you around, |'d be up for it.

Christina stands up and caresses Howard.

CHRI STI NA
| didn’'t know when you were com ng
honme, so | borrowed nore of that
Spani sh wi ne from our nei ghbor. |
think I’mgoing to head over for
some nore, since it truly is
irresistible.

As Christina rushes toward the door, Howard grabs hol d of
her and catches her in his arns.

HOWARD
End scene!

Everyone in class except Elise erupts in applause. Elise
stares at Howard with a | ook of devastati on.

| NT. HOMRD S DORM ROOM NOON
Eli se breaks into Howard' s dorm room wi t hout warni ng.

HOWARD
What the hell? How did you nmanage
to get in here?

ELI SE
Lock picking. You should know all
about that since you were busy
pi cking Christina s |lock by the
| ooks of it.

HOWARD
Wait, you' re going to give ne shit
for that? You were looking really
confortabl e around your writing
partner yesterday, so its not fair
that | don’t get ny share of Tender
Lovi ng Care.

ELI SE
At least | didn't lock lips with
Garrett and allow himto sweep ne
off nmy feet!
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HOWARD
Oh really, then let’s nmake that
happen right fucking now, |lets go
to his dormroom and. ..

ELI SE
Thi s EXACTLY why we’'re falling
apart in the future! If you allow
sonething |ike jeal ousy get the
best of you, then its no wonder why
you can’'t fight to keep ne happy.

HOWARD
Oh please, 1've been trying to nake
you happy ever since we got
married. Who do you think is
busting his ass off trying to | and
filmroles so that we could have
mllions of dollars in our accounts
to raise Austin and be set for the
rest of our |ives?!

ELI SE
| nmeant trying to keep ne happy!
Not for child or our dooned
marriage! Take ne into
consi deration by doing things to
hel p me instead of doi ng whatever
the fuck you think is best for usl!

HOWARD
How coul d I know that you wanted ne
to care about what you wanted?! You
never open up! If | knew you want ed
me to do nore things that were
beneficial to you and only you, |
woul d have happily done it! If only
| knew because then | wouldn’t be
back here in 2011 when | could do
things to satisfy you in
the present day!

Elise sits down in order to take a breather.

ELI SE
Do you think fate set us up for
this? W slept together the other
ni ght which didn’'t happen back in
2011. Do you think this is karma
for altering the past?
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HOWARD
O this could just be the universe
show ng us that we weren't nmeant to
end up together after all. If every
little problemwe have is going to
lead to us fighting, then we can
never nmake each ot her happy.

ELI SE ( SOBBI NG
| wished | never said yes to your
proposal when you asked nme to. If |
refused then we woul dn’t where we
are trying to work out a situation
that has no resol ution

HOWARD
Then what do you want to do?

ELI SE
| think we should just go our
separate ways. Wiat if we were sent
back here so that we could do
everything differently? That way we
don’t end up hapless in 2020. You
said it yourself...there’ s no
future in store for us.

Howard and Eli se share one final tender nonment as Howard
pull's Elise closer for a hug.

CUE MUSI C. Wiy by Anni e Lennox

- Howard and Elise stay apart from each other and manage to
nove on with their lives in the com ng nonths.

- Howard takes up an interest in blogging in between
studying for exans and witing essays.

- Elise and Garrett grow closer as they continue to work on
their Creative Witing project.

- Howard s devotion to his schooling earns hima spot on the
senester’s Dean’s List.

- Elise receives nore opportunities to shine in drama cl ass.
She is cast as Lady Macbeth, Mary Magdal ene, and Belle from
Beauty and the Beast in upcom ng stage projects.

- Howard is noticeably absent fromdrama class follow ng
everything that transpired between himand Eli se.

- Howard cel ebrates his birthday on the first of Novenber
with only Trevor keepi ng hi mconpany.
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| NT. CAFETERI A- NOON- NOVEMBER 15TH

Elise and Belle are having lunch in the cafeteria. Garrett
finds themboth in the cafeteria and decides to join them

ELI SE
Ah, you nade it. What was it you
needed to talk to me about?

GARRETT
| apol ogize if this sounds
i nappropri ate because of how
drastic it is for ne to suggest
sonething like this. But | was
wondering if you would be willing
tojoin ny famly and | for
Thanksgi vi ng di nner in nine days

from now.

ELI SE
Wiy nme? | nmean, we’ve only worked
together. | don’t know anyt hi ng

about you, and you don’t know
anyt hi ng about ne.

GARRETT
| know, that’s why I'd like to
invite you to dinner with ny
parents that way you could get to
know nme nore, and | could get to
know you. | nean that is unless you
have any other plans this
Thanksgi vi ng.

ELI SE
| nmean, that sounds nice unless
Bel | e has anyt hi ng pl anned for
Thanksgi vi ng.

BELLE
John Hughes Mar at hon.

ELI SE
Seriously, patch things up with
your famly, please!

GARRETT
So, what do you say?

ELI SE
On one condition. W have to
cel ebrate Thanksgiving lunch with
my parents during the afternoon. W

( MORE)
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ELI SE (cont’ d)
celebrate it during the day due to
the eight hour time zone difference
bet ween us and the U K

GARRETT
Gonna be a |l ot of packed bellies,
but sure...lets do it.

| NT. BEDROOM MORNI NG

Eli se wakes up in a king sized bed next to a man she doesn’t
recogni ze. Her panic wakes up the nman on the other side of
t he bed.

STRANGER
Honey, whats the matter? Did you
have a bad dream agai n?

ELI SE
Stop calling ne honey, | don’'t
recogni ze you

STRANGER
lts OK now, you're back in reality.
You're no longer in a dream

ELI SE
If I"’mback in reality, then | need
confirmati on of who you are!

STRANGER
| " m your husband. Honey, its
nme...Grrett Atwell.

Garrett (now | ate-20’s, bearded, gl asses) begins cal m ng

Eli se down by patting her on the back. Al of the sudden,

t he baby nonitor stored in one of the drawers nmakes a noi se,
whi ch pronpts Garrett to get out of bed.

GARRETT
That’s our little Lucy acting up
again. I'll take care of it, don't
Worry.

ELI SE

Who keeps a baby nonitor in a
drawer ?! When did | becone
pregnant? And how the fuck did I
end up here all of the sudden?!

Elise grabs Garrett’s phone placed on the nightstand and
turns it on to see the date read 2-14-20.
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| NT. DI FFERENT BEDROOM MORNI NG

Howar d wakes up in a king sized bed next to a wonman with
light brown hair. He is surprised all of the sudden since he
doesn’t renmenber bringing a wonan to bed | ast night.

HOWARD
Elise, what did we do | ast night?

The woman turns around and stares at Howard with a confused
| ook.

CHRI STI NA
Elise? |"m Christina...your wfe.

Christina (late 20's) and Howard exchange confused | ooks for
a mnute before Howard finally speaks up.

HOWARD
This has to be sonme kind of a joke,
| don’t ever renenber...

Howard begins to stutter once again which annoys Chri sti na.

CHRI STI NA
You don’t ever renenber what? You
stamer so nuch sonetines that |
think you do it to deliberately
piss me off. Now hel p ne nake the
bed. W don’t want to cone back to
a nmessy bed after our honenade
Val enti nes Day Di nner we have
pl anned for tonight.

HOWARD
Val entines Day? Its close to
Thanksgi ving in the year 2011.

CHRI STI NA
Pl ease tell ne you' re joking right
now. Its Val entines Day 2020.

Howard i nmedi ately gets dressed and | eaves the house w t hout
hel ping Christina make the bed.

| NT. DELTA I NN- LOS ANGELES- MORNI NG

Howard arrives outside the Delta Inn via an Uber. He rushes
towards the check-in desk and waits in line to speak with an
enpl oyee. Elise rushes in a mnute after himand notices
Howard in the Iineup. She hugs himfrom behind as soon as
she gets close to him leading to them both enbraci ng each
ot her.
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ELI SE
Looks like we finally nmade it back
to where we were in the future.

HOWARD
But | woke up with a different
wife. Did you wake up with a...

Howard begins to stutter again, leading Elise to personally
lift up Howard's left armas she forces himto put his arm
over her.

ELI SE
For your information, | woke up
wth a different husband. Don’t
worry though, we’'re going to get
sone answers out of Renata. You |et
me do all the tal king.

Howar d spots Renata as she has just stepped out of an

el evator. Renata runs as fast as she could after she's
spotted, but Elise manages to catch up to her and pin her up
agai nst a wall.

ELI SE
Tell us how we ended up here, now

| NT. HOTEL ROOM MORNI NG

Howard and Elise lie next to each other in bed as Renata
begi ns offering a reasonabl e expl anation as to what
transpired

RENATA
You broke up with each other, and
the course of your history together
was altered. That’'s the | ogica
explanation for it all.

ELI SE
We decided to separate in Cctober
2011! Way did we wake up here on
what was supposed to be Novenber
16t h, 20117

RENATA
Do you renenber doi ng anyt hi ng
drastic the last time you were in
20117
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ELI SE
| accepted Garrett’s invitation to
have dinner at his famly’'s place.

RENATA
By accepting Garrett’s offer, you
created a parallel universe in
whi ch you and Garrett end up
t oget her.

HOWARD
Hold on, | made a nove on Christina
in Qctober, 2011, why didn’t we get
sent back to present day in
Cct ober ?!

RENATA
Fate was waiting for both of you to
pi ck your respective partners.

ELI SE
So what you're telling nme is that
the tineline where Howard and | end
up together...

RENATA
Never existed. You ness with tinge,
it tends to ness back. |I'm sad that

this experience has taught you two
that you two just weren’'t neant to
end up together, but hey...the
heart wants what the heart gets.

HOWARD
What el se has changed since we were
back in 2011?

RENATA
Turn on the news and you'll see.

Howard turns on a news channel, and sees Hillary dinton
addressing the nation as the President.

ELI SE
Babe, did you blow the whistle on
Donal d Trunp’ s presidency while you
were back in tine.

HOMRD
O course | did, no one believed
ne.

El i se ki sses Howard on the cheek.
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ELI SE
That’s why | | ove you.

CUE MUSIC. That’'s Entertai nnment by The Jam

For the next hour, Howard spends tine Googling the follow ng
topics, only to find pages with zero results.

- Coronavirus

- Ben Affl eck Bat man

- Fifty Shades of Grey adaptation
- Brexit

- Cel ebrities Nude Photos Hack

- Times Up Movenent

- Brad Pitt Divorce

| NT. HOTEL DI NI NG LOUNGE- NOON

Howard and Elise share a neal together as they discuss al
the awful things they hel ped prevent.

HOWARD
We should be credited with a
humani tarian award. For all we
know, we just saved over a hundred

mllion lives by preventing the
Cor onavi r us.

ELI SE
How di d you even manage to prevent
t hat ?

HOWARD

| started up a blog, and one of ny
subj ects was the the slaughtering
of animals in Central China. They
keep animals in cages and sell them
as food. Sonething needed to be
done about that.

ELI SE
You prevented the extinction of
hal f the universe. Iron Man woul d
be proud.

Howard and Elise glance at each other in a romantic nanner.
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ELI SE
Hey, what’'s your favorite menory
about our past life before the
whol e tine travel thing occurred?

HOWARD
Waki ng up next to you every
norning. | nmentioned in our wedding

vows that it was what | was | ooking
forward to the nost while we spent
to spend the rest of our lives

t oget her.

ELI SE
Ch so all of the sudden you
remenber your weddi ng vows?

HOWARD
| had sone help from Trevor and
Bel | e.

ELI SE

Speaki ng of Trevor and Belle, lets
go check up on them after this!

HOWARD
Oh lets not waste our tine in doing
that. Didn’t we tell themthat they
were going to end up together while
we were in 2011? Well, with al
things considered, its likely they
don’t end up together because we
spoi l ed the future for them

ELI SE
Let’s text Trevor to find out, he
answers his phone the fastest.

Elise texts Trevor to evoke a response fromhim Elise
receives a reply back a mnute |ater

ELI SE
Trevor is confused as to who the
hell Belle is.
EXT. APARTMENT COVPLEX- BEVERLY GROVE- AFTERNOON

El i se parks her vehicle outside Howard s new apartnent.

ELI SE
VWhat a trip that was, huh?
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HOWARD
Yeah, a trip I'd only go on again
if you went on it wth ne.

ELI SE
If only we lived in a reality where
it was possible for us to go back
to nine years ago again. Think of
all the other things we would be
able to change if we had nore tine.

Howard and Eli se exchange a long, final glance at each other
bef ore enbraci ng each other for a tearful goodbye. After
parting, Howard watches as Elise drives off.

| NT. HOMRD S APARTMENT- NI GHT

Howard is typing on his |laptop while sitting on the sofa.
The snoke al arm goes off all of the sudden, pronpting himto
run to the kitchen. A frustrated Christina stornms in and

di scovers that the crab cakes they baked are now burnt.

CHRI STI NA
Jesus Christ, couldn’t you have
just noved your laptop to the
ki tchen i nstead.

HOMRD
| don’t know how. ..

Howard stutters m d-sentence once again.

CHRI STI NA
Exactly, you don’t know how this
coul d have happened. How coul d you
if you can’t even finish a fucking
sent ence?!

Christina spends tine trying to clean up the ness while
Howard reflects back this norning when Elise did all she
could to confort himas they were waiting in |line.

I NT. ELISE S HOUSE- NI GHT

Elise is feeding her child baby food while Garrett is on the
phone with a client. Elise signals to Garrett that she needs
his help in feeding the baby, but Garrett points directly at
t he phone and wal ks away to anot her room Wen Garrett
returns to the living room he finds that Elise has left.
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EXT. APARTMENT COWPLEX- BEVERLY GROVE- N GHT

Elise wal ks into the apartnent building and speaks directly
to the clerk.

ELI SE
H, could you give ne the nunber of
the Wal lington apartnent?

CLERK
Room 208, but if you' re | ooking for
t he husband, he’'s taken off. H m
and his wfe got into a really
nasty fight apparently. | actually
think | appreciate his conpany nore
than his w fe does.

ELI SE
Do you think you could direct ne to
where he was goi ng?

CLERK
Yeah, he said he was going to Tranp
Stanp Granny’s for to drink hinself
to death. Which is on 1638 N
Cahuenga Blvd if | could recall

Elise tips the clerk a hundred dollar bill and | eaves.

I NT. TRAVP STAVP GRANNY' S- NI GHT

Elise runs inside Tranp Stanp Granny’s and | ooks around to
find Howard. After five m nutes of searching, Howard is
nowhere to be seen, pronpting Elise to give up all hope. She
waits for the piano player on stage to finish his song

bef ore she runs up on stage.

ELI SE
Do you mind if | performa song?

Pl ANO PLAYER
Pl ease go right ahead, ny fingers
are killing ne.

Elise sits on the bench as she perforns The One That Cot
Away; appearing sonber and devastated as she plays the piano
whi |l e singing. Follow ng her performance, she w tnesses
Howard in the crowd, having w tnessed her entire
performance. They run towards each other and passionately
enbr ace.
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ELI SE
| | ooked everywhere for you.
HOWARD
| know, I was in the staff area.
ELI SE
Wait, so they just |let you back
t her e?
HOWARD

Once | told them about my plans to
Wi n you back, they conpli ed.

ELI SE
Look babe, I don’t care anynore
whet her or not you make nme your
bi ggest priority because at | east
you' re still husband! Garrett
chooses work over ne as well, and
it agitates ne nore when he does it
because he isn’'t you.

HOWARD
Christina can't stand ny
stuttering...only you can. Maybe we
do bel ong together after all.

Howard and Elise share a passionate kiss in front of

everyone. Renata appears out of nowhere and shouts out a
spell after aimng a broonstick at Howard and Eli se.

I NT. ELISE'S DORVROOM MORNI NG

Eli se wakes up in bed next to Al ex once again.

ELI SE
GET OQUT OF MY FUCKI NG BED NOW

ALEX
Do you really need to yell?

Eli se beats Alex repeatedly with her pillow forcing himto
get out of bed. She continues to attack Al ex until the point
where he runs out of the roomin his boxers.
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I NT. HOMRD S DORVMROOM MORNI NG

Howar d awakens in the exact sane single person fol ding bed.
He gets out of bed and realizes that he's arrived back in
the sane place in 2011. He cheers gracefully and cel ebrates
by running around the house. Once Trevor storms into the
room Howard rushes over to hug hi mwhich confuses Trevor.

TREVOR
Is it International Best Friends
Day al ready?

Elise arrives in Howard s dormroom nonents | ater, |eading
to a passionate kiss. Renata steps into the roomwhile the
two enbrace, |eading Howard to becone agitated.

HOWARD
The fuck is she doing here?

RENATA
W need to find a roomthat’s
soundpr oof, now.

I NT. PRI VATE ROOM LI BRARY- MORNI NG

Howard and Elise are gathered around a table as they watch
Renat a draw sketches on an Eraseboard.

RENATA
The last tinme we were here, you two
created a parallel reality by
spoi ling events that hadn't yet
occurred. The man upstairs can’t
allow for that to happen since
you' d be building a path to a
future that doesn't exist.

ELI SE
So you sent us back here so we
could just allow for all the awful
thi ngs that occur fromnow till
2020 to just happen?

RENATA
Trust nme, | don't like this any
nore than you do.

HOWARD
How di d you even manage to get us
back here to Septenber 15th 2011
agai n?
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RENATA
It took five tries, but the fifth
time was a charm

HOWARD
Any way we could fast forward in
time after we undo all the wongs
we made the last tinme?

RENATA
Can’t do it, I've used up all ny
spell's on you two.

ELI SE
So you're telling ne that we're
gi ven anot her chance to fall in
| ove with each other all over
agai n?

RENATA
Sone people would be grateful for a
second opportunity to start over
again, so use it wisely. A so, |
don’t need to rem nd you what
occurs if you nmess with the past
agai n.

CUE MJSI C. Rock Around the Clock by Bill Haley

- Over the next two years Howard and Elise re-do things in
the past as according to plan.

- Elise and Howard manage to maintain their distance from
each other. They smle at each other whenever they have a
run in on canpus.

- Elise and Alex end their relationship in March, 2013.

- Howard deliberately annoys Christina in Drama O ass,

| eading to them never sharing a single scene together after
the third tine.

- Trevor and Belle begin a relationship as pl anned.

- Elise and Howard go on a double date with Trevor and Belle

in April, 2013. One of the plastic basketballs bounces back
and hits Elise in the face, a callback to the openi ng scene.
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| NT. MCPHERSON RESI DENCE- THANKSG VI NG 2013- NOON

Howard' s fam |y cel ebrate Thanksgiving with Elise’s famly.
The group of six are gathered around the table.

ELI SE'S DAD
Howard, we can’t say how nuch we
appreciate you inviting your famly
over for Thanksgiving lunch. It’s
just unfortunate that all the
extended fam |y nmenbers on our side
deci ded to cel ebrate Thanksgi vi ng
at home in the U K instead.

HOWARD
Ch please, its ny pleasure.
Thanksgi vi ng means nothing if you
can’'t break bread wth new allies.

HOMRD S DAD
So, Elise, how are your brothers
and sisters enjoying it over there
in the UK ?

ELI SE
Ch, I'man only child.

HOWARD S MOM
No ki dding, just |ike Howard here.

HOWARD
Yeah, its no wonder why her and |
get along so well.

ELI SE S DAD
So, M. Zhang, what do you do for
wor k?

HOMRD S DAD
We manage an Italian Restaurant
downtown. Its how we coul d pay for
Howard to go to coll ege.

ELI SE'S DAD
No kidding, ny wife and | were
t hi nki ng about opening up a bakery
downt own. How nuch is the | ease to
operate a busi ness downt own?

Howard’'s father and Elise's father hit it off as Howard and
Elise sit back and rel ax.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 100.

HOWARD
You think our famlies getting
along is a sign that we were nade
for each other?

ELI SE
If I told you, then it won’t
happen.

EXT. MCPHERSON RESI DENCE- NI GHT

Howard and Elise are lying in the backyard as they stare at
the night’s sky. Elise catches a shooting star in the sky.

ELI SE
Look, a shooting star right there,
do you see it?

HOWARD
Yup, perfect timng too given that
i ts Thanksgi vi ng.

ELI SE
| f you want to nmake a wi sh, now s
the tinme to do so.

HOWARD
| have all that | w shed for right
next to ne.

Howard and Elise share a kiss as the canera pans to anot her
shooting star the night’s sky.

I NT. DELTA I NN- LOS ANGELES- MORNI NG

El i se awakens the next norning with Howard by his side.
After opening up the curtains, Elise discovers that they are
back in Los Angeles. The date is March 15th, 2020.

ELI SE
Honey, wake up! Its 2020 agai n!

Howard turns the TV to a news channel after waking

up. Howard cries tears of joy after seeing Trunp on TV
again, knowing that himand Elise have finally beat the
curse.

HOWARD

Still, shanme about that Coronavirus
Qut br eak, though.
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ELI SE
Yeah, if only we coul d have
prevented it from happening in the
past .

Soneone knocks on the door all of the sudden.
the peek hole and it turns out to be Renata.
door to allow Renata to conme insi de.

RENATA
Sorry for sending you guys back in
ti me unannounced. But it needed to
be done to save your nmarriage.

ELI SE
No worries Renata. Thank you for
saving us. My husband and |
woul dn’t be as close as we are now
if you didn’t step in.

HOWARD
How did we end up back here all of
t he sudden? Last thing | renenber,
it was Thanksgi ving, 2013.

RENATA
The curse wears off when the
subj ect learns his or her val uable
| esson. |1’ m guessing you realized
yours just |ast night, otherw se
the curse wouldn’t have worn off
just like that.

HOWARD
Speaki ng of which, | realized
sonet hi ng during Thanksgi vi ng
di nner | ast night.

RENATA
Well, go on...share with the group

HOMNARD
| learned that | don't need to
build a successful future for

nmyself. | have to enbrace all the
surprises that the present day has
in store for ne. Besides, | could

| ose all that 1’ve fought to

achi eve and everything that’s
valuable to ne if | don't stop to
appreci ate the present day.

101.

El i se checks
El i se opens the
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RENATA
Looks |i ke you’' ve | earned your
| esson. What are you guys going to
do now?

HOWARD
| need to check ny answering
machi ne and see if Danny. ..

Renata ai ns her broonstick at Howard whi ch causes himto
ret hi nk what he’s about to say.

HOWARD
| was just kidding around. |’'m
going to go hone and cel ebrate al
the tine | have with ny wfe.

RENATA
Don't ever forget how thankful you
are to have each ot her

Renata | eaves the room as Howard and Elise spend their tine
cuddling in bed.

EXT. MCPHERSON RESI DENCE- AFTERNOON

Howar d picks up Elise and carries her towards their

doorstep. Trevor and Belle witness this and show extrene
ent husiasm that they’ ve rekindled their | ove.

TREVOR
Son of a bitch, the plan actually
wor ked!

HOWARD

You bet your sweet ass it did.

ELI SE
Do you guys mind if we use the
bedroom for a nonent ?

BELLE
Seriously, you couldn’t have pulled
that shit off back at the hotel ?!

ELI SE
Not when there’s a witch working
t here.

BELLE

Well hold on, give ne a mnute
while | clean up the bed. Trevor

( MORE)
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BELLE (cont’ d)
and | nade a ness in there | ast
ni ght.

HOWARD
Don't take too long, ny arns aren’t
all that strong.

| NT. MCPHERSON RESI DENCE- MORNI NG NOVEMBER, 2021

Austin and a baby girl are playing in a crib while Howard’' s
Parents and Elise’s Parents teamup to | ook after the
children. Meanwhile, Howard and Elise are getting ready to
go on a vacation to Austin, TX

HOWARD
| can’t say how nuch we appreciate
you four stepping in and taking
care of this for us.

ELI SE' S DAD
Ch please, all of us are nore than
happy to help. Its for an inportant
cause anyway.

ELI SEE S MOM
Now go on and enjoy yoursel ves. And
send us | ots of photos.

Howard and Elise get in the car parked in the garage,
smling at each other before driving off.

EXT. ZI LKER PARK- AUSTI N, TX- AFTERNOON

Howard and Elise renew their vows in front of an arch.
Renata acts at the officiant. In attendance are Trevor,
Bell e, and M. Hof f man.

HOWARD
| vow to devote every inch of your
heart and soul into taking care of
you for as long as | live.

ELI SE
And | vow to overcone any struggle
we face, so long you' re with ne

till the very end.
RENATA
As the officiant, | officially

decl are Howard and Eli se
re-married!
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The attendants erupt in applause as Howard and Elise kiss.
Trevor takes the multiple photos while Belle hel ps cut out
pi eces of the weddi ng cake.

HOWARD
| don’t know how we coul d repay
you, Renata. This wouldn’t be
possible if you didn't step in to
hel p.

RENATA
Just prom se nme that you two will
never | oose sight of what’s nost
i nportant ever again.

El i se hugs Renata as Howard | ooks around and takes tine to
appreci ate how happy everyone is at the cerenony.

ELI SE
Do you think we' Il have it in us to
stay married for sixty nore years?

HOWARD
| don’t know, but | know that |’ m
here in the present wth you, and
there’s nowhere |1'd rather be.

Howard places his arns around Elise as they stare out in the
sky and take tinme to enbrace the present. The Canera pans
out fromZlker Park as the screen fades to bl ack.



