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FADE | N

EXT. BI OSPHERE 2 - DAY

The three acre facility is surrounded by desert. It consists
of five biomes under seal ed glass. Corridors connect the
bi ones to each ot her

SUPER: BI GSPHERE 2: AN ARENA OF SCI ENTI FI C DI SCOVERY FOR
LEARNI NG ABOUT EARTH, | TS LI VI NG SYSTEM5, AND I TS FUTURE

The center and largest bione is a sinulated Mari ne Mesocosm
consi sting of an ocean and coral reef.

| NT. MARI NE MESOCOSM BI OVE - DAY

The ocean of 7.6Mliters of salt water ebbs and flows over a
coral reef wth a sandy |agoon. An el evated boardwal k w nds
its way through an overhanging tropical forest.

A H SS of air interrupts the serenity as a panel opens to a
corridor. Two SCI ENTI STS enter and the panel seals under
positive pressure.

The el der is DOCTOR FRANK STILLWELL (64). His white beard
and ponytail contrasts against his dark tan and weat hered
face. He carries four cages and has a machete on his hip.

Next to himis Gad student JESSICA MLLER (22). She carries
a long al um num case. Both wear cargo shorts, safari vests,
and wi de-brim hats.

FRANK
Let's get one thing straight, Mss
Mller. If you only remenber one
thing fromyour internship, it's

this: | amneither Doctor nor
Mster Stillwell. Just call ne
Frank, okay?

JESSI CA

kay, Frank. And, please, just cal
me Jessi ca.

FRANK
Very good, then. Let's get started.
(spreads arns w de)
This marine nmesocosm has been
active since the biosphere's
i nception in 1986.

JESSI CA
Ww, al nost eighty years.

FRANK
Good, you can count. Like I was
sayi ng, about thirty years ago, we
( MORE)



FRANK (cont' d)
decided to sinulate full glacial
at nospheric and oceani ¢ conditions
to see if we could stinulate cora
gr ow h.

JESSI CA
So a CO2 reduction of about fifty
percent of current conditions.

Frank rai ses his eyebrows in astonishnment.

FRANK
Well, well. You've a bit of
know edge in there, eh?
JESSI CA

| m nored in neteorol ogy, too.
Frank sm | es know ngly.

FRANK
Yes, | know. Top of your class in
bot h mari ne bi ol ogy and
nmet eor ol ogy.

Frank | eads Jessica through the forest to the beach. Frank
hol ds an armout to stop Jessica fromgetting too close to

the water's edge.

FRANK
What ever you do, do NOT go in the
wat er. The pal eozoi c conditions
have, um influenced the
devel opnent of assorted marine
life.

A SPLASH as a creature, the size of a tea saucer
across the reef.

JESSI CA
Oh...My...GODI Was that a-
FRANK
Tril obite.
JESSI CA
But, where-
FRANK

Your guess is as good as m ne. Now
you know why you had to sign the
non- di scl osure agreenent.

JESSI CA
No one outsi de knows about this?

scurries



FRANK
Nope. And they're not going to,
ei t her.

Frank sits on the sandy beach and pats the sand for Jessica
to have a seat, which she does.

An ' Ah-ha' nonent gives her a start.

JESSI CA
The Great Barrier Reef Restoration
Proj ect!

FRANK

And this is why | chose you to help
me. You're one sharp cookie.

JESSI CA
They' ve been renoving CO2 from
t housands of | ocations around that
reef for alnost ten years, now.
VWhat if...

She trails off and turns to Frank.

FRANK
It's al ready happening. And it's
bi gger than a trilobite.

JESSI CA
VWhat do we do?

FRANK
W need to see what makes these
little buggers tick. Open your
case.

Jessi ca opens the case and retrieves what |ooks |ike a
tel escoping fishing rod except wth retractable claws.

JESSI CA
Looks pretty basic.

FRANK
Looks can be deceiving. Watch this.

He extends the rod over the | agoon and | owers the claws
above water |evel. A sensor in the claw s center BEEPS and
turns RED. It rotates and dives quickly in the water.

The Iine goes taut. After a brief battle, Frank reels in a
trilobite and places it in the case.

He offers the rod to Jessi ca.

FRANK
You want to give it a go?



JESSI CA
(shrugs her shoul ders)
Sur e.

Jessica follows suit and hovers the cl aw above the water. It
BEEPS and di ves.

This time the struggle is great and she fights hard.

FRANK
You got it! Don't |et go!

Frank is so intent on the Iine, he doesn't notice that
Jessi ca has stepped into the |agoon.

A tentacle glides under the water's surface, waps around
her ankle, and jerks her off her feet.

JESSI CA
Fr ank!

Frank draws his machete and dives into the |agoon. An
underwat er battle foans the water

Jessica clammers out onto the beach and watches as the water
turns a crinmson red and goes still.

A nonent |ater, Frank surfaces triunphant with nmachete in

one hand and a ten-foot spiny tendril in the other. H's
cl othes are shredded and he bl eeds from several cuts.
JESSI CA

VWhat the hell was that ?!

Frank shuffles over and sits next to her. He | ooks at the
tendril and tosses it to the side.

FRANK
Goddamm Kraken. That ain't nothing
conpared to the one off Australia's
coast.

FADE TO BLACK
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