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FADE | N:
| NT. TELEVI SI ON STUDI O - DRESSI NG ROOM - DAY

Tel evision star ARIEL WLDE (16), gets ready for the live
tapi ng of her weekly show. Her |long, auburn hair is arranged
in perfect waves down her back. Mermaid costunes are strewn
about the room

Her assistant and best friend, SARAH (18), who wears jeans,
a t-shirt and ponytail, struggles to zip up the side of
Ariel's dress.

ARl EL
Sarah, pull harder!

SARAH
Hol d your breath for a sec.

Ariel takes a deep breath and holds it. The material zips
up.

SARAH ( CONT' D)
It seens |ike you' ve gained weight.

ARl EL
| have not!

SARAH
Li ke just a few pounds.

ARl EL
| can't get fat.

Looks at herself in the mrror as she turns in a circle.

SARAH
Rel ax.

Ariel puts a hand to her nouth and sits down on a nearby
chair.

SARAH ( CONT' D)
What's wrong?

ARl EL
| feel sick...

She dry heaves.

ARl EL ( CONT' D)
Bring me sone water, please.

Sarah gets a water bottle out of the mni fridge and hands
it to Ariel.



SARAH
If you're sick, your fans wll
under st and.

ARl EL
No. It's just a bug. Nothing I
can't handl e.

Ariel unzips her purse and pulls out a package of anti-nausea
pills. In her hurry, the purse falls to the ground. The
contents scatter

As Sarah bends down to help gather the itens, she spots a
pi ece of paper with Ariel's handwiting.

Sarah | ooks cl oser and sees the nane of an abortion clinic.

SARAH
You' re pregnant ?

ARl EL
You're a real Einstein, Sarah.
Congrats for figuring it out.

Ariel swallows two of the pills with sone water.

SARAH
Does Jack know?

ARl EL
No, and don't you dare tell him

SARAH
WOw. Just wow.

Ariel looks into a hand mrror and practices her signature
sm | e.

SARAH ( CONT' D)
How can you be so casual about it?

ARl EL
Because the baby isn't even a
conscious being yet. It won't feel
a thing.

SARAH

You should tell Jack.

ARl EL
It's nmy body and it's ny choice.

She puts the mrror down.

ARI EL ( CONT' D)
| have to get to ny fans.



Ariel |leaves Sarah to tidy up the room As Sarah hangs up
the last costume, Ariel's cell phone RINGS. Sarah picks it
up fromthe vanity table and sees that it's Jack.

CUT TO
| NT. EXAM ROOM - DAY
Sarah sits in the chair and Ariel lies on the examtabl e.

DOCTOR
The first step we always do is an
ultrasound to determ ne how far al ong
you are.

MOVENTS LATER

Ariel is hooked up to the ultrasound machine. The doctor
clicks a button and a strange noise fills the room

ARl EL
VWhat's that sound?

DOCTOR
The baby's heartbeat.

ARl EL
It has a heartbeat? At this stage?

DOCTOR
Yes. You're ten weeks along M ss
Wl de. You can typically hear the
heart beat at six weeks.

Ariel | ooks over at Sarah.

ARl EL
It's alive, Sarabh.

Sarah nods while Ariel stares straight up at the ceiling.

DOCTOR
| will give you sone tinme to think
this over. | knowit's difficult.
ARl EL

Thank you.

Sarah stands next to the examtable as Ariel sits up and
starts to cry. Sarah grabs sone tissues fromthe snal
counter near them and hands themto her. A few m nutes pass
and she calns down a little.

ARl EL ( CONT' D)
|''ma nurderess.



SARAH
No, you're not.

ARl EL
| al nbst was.

CUT TO
EXT. EXAM ROOM - DAY
JACK (17), who wears a necklace with a cross dangling from
it, dressed neatly but casually in t-shirt, jacket and jeans,
enters the room

CUT TO
| NT. EXAM ROOM - DAY

Ariel stares at himin shock while Sarah | ooks at himw th
relief.

ARl EL
You told him Sarah?

The nurse (30s), |ooks nervous and is right behind Jack.

NURSE

|"msorry, he just forced his way -
SARAH

It's all right. Let's give them sone

privacy.
They | eave.
Jack | ooks furious and horrified at the same tine.

JACK
What the hell, Ariel! You don't
tell nme that you're pregnant and
then you go and try to kill our kid
behi nd ny back?

ARl EL
l"mso sorry. | didn't realize that
it's areal, living being. A baby.
JACK

You know how | feel about abortion
yet you canme here anyway.

ARl EL
| didn't go through with it though
Qur baby's fine.

Jack noves close to her and stares into her eyes.



ARl EL ( CONT' D)
Jeez, back off alittle.

JACK
When we net, | thought there was
sonething in you that no other girl
had. | was sure of it. But it turns

out I was wong. Beneath your goody
two shoes act, you're just a typical
Hol | ywood chick. Al you care about
is yourself and fane.

Jack turns towards the door.

ARl EL
Pl ease don't |eave. Jack, I'll never
lie to you again. | swear to Cod.

She starts to cry again.

JACK
Ni ce acting. GOscar worthy.

He | eaves.
CUT TO
EXT. EXAM ROOM - HALLWAY - DAY

Jack sees Sarah. She sits on a bench. He ignores her. She
catches up to him

SARAH
Jack. Sit down for a m nute. Pl ease.

Jack swears under his breath and sits down with her

SARAH ( CONT' D)
| know you | ove her.

JACK
She's like all the other girls |'ve
known.
SARAH
| get that you're angry and hurt,
but she's not |ike the others. It's
a front.
JACK
VWhat the freak does that nean?
SARAH
It means that she can come across as
sel fish and over-confi dent. It's

what she does. |f she didn't, she'd
shatter |ike gl ass.



JACK
VWhat are you trying to say?

SARAH
Her bi ol ogi cal not her abused her
when she and Ariel's dad were getting
a divorce. She once left her in the
woods al one for an entire day. She
was only 6 years old. So yeah, she
has sone hang- ups.

The sane nurse they saw earlier notices them She's carrying
sone paperwor K.

NURSE
You're waiting for Mss WIde?
SARAH
We're giving her alittle tine.
NURSE
She left.
JACK
When?
NURSE
About 15 m nutes ago. | checked her
out nyself. She said sonething about
a show.

Sarah and Jack get up.

SARAH
Thank you.

JACK
Thanks for everything. Sorry | forced
my way in earlier.

NURSE
It's understandabl e. Take care.

CUT TO
I NT. TELEVI SION STUDI O - ON SET - DAY

Ariel faces the audi ence. She | ooks scared but determn ned
at the sane tine. She tries to smle

ARI EL
First, | want all ny fans to know
that I love you and | wouldn't be
here wi thout you, so thank you.
Secondly, | - I'"'mnot who you think
| am |'mgoing to be a teen nom



The DI RECTOR, (30's), wears glasses and holds a script. He
Hurries up to where Ariel is standing.

DI RECTOR
(whi spers)
Ariel! Wat are you doi ng?

ARl EL
" m pregnant.

The audience is silent. Ariel is shaking.

ARI EL ( CONT' D)
| have to quit the show

DI RECTOR

You can't. You have a contract.
ARl EL

" m sorry.
DI RECTOR

No. No, no, no..
CUT TO
| NT. TELEVI SI ON STUDI O - AUDI ENCE - DAY

Sarah and Jack arrive in tinme to watch Ari el announce that
she's going to be a nom

JACK
| can't believe she just did that.

SARAH
VWw, her life will be so different
now. Both of yours wll.

JACK
|"mgoing to go talk to her. Thanks
for everything, Sarah.

Sarah smles at him

CUT TO
| NT. TELEVI SI ON STUDI O - DRESSI NG ROOM - DAY
Ariel is dressed in her street clothes and and opens the
door to | eave. Jack stands in her way. She tries to nove
past himbut he puts a hand on her arm She pauses.

JACK
Sarah tal ked to ne.

ARl EL
So what ?



JACK
"' msorry about what happened to

you.
ARl EL
Me too.
JACK
Li sten -
ARl EL
VWhere's Sarah?
JACK
She' s here.
ARl EL
What do you want to hear?
JACK
| want to neet the real Ariel.
ARl EL
You won't like the real ne. I'"'ma

Mess.

Ariel turns and | eans against himas he holds her tight and
snmoot hs her hair.

ARI EL ( CONT' D)
' mso, so sorry.

JACK
| know. And | didn't nean what |
sai d about you. You aren't typical.

He takes her hand.

JACK ( CONT' D)
Let's go.

ARl EL
Yes, let's.

As they start to |eave, the director runs up to them

DI RECTOR
Wai t!

They turn around.

DI RECTOR ( CONT' D)
Ariel, your fans want you to do the
show.

ARl EL
| can't. | just told them -



DI RECTOR
They | ove you anyway. Go see for
yoursel f.

ARl EL
| can't face them

DI RECTOR
You can use your fane to nake
sonet hi ng good out of this. You can
be an exanple of what not to do.

Jack and Ariel stare at him

DI RECTOR ( CONT' D)
Sorry. But you know what | nean,
right?

JACK
| think he's right. You should go
back out there.

ARl EL
|''mtoo enmbarrassed..
JACK
Look at it this way. |nmagine sone

girl sitting at honme watchi ng your
show. Wiat if she's in the sane
position as you? It mght help her
to see soneone el se who is going
through it.

ARl EL
| don't know.

JACK
Believe in yourself.

CUT TO

EXT. TELEVI SI ON STUDI O - DAY

Sarah, Jack and Ariel |eave the studio. A REPORTER (late
20s and female) froma |ocal entertainnment channel puts a
m crophone in Ariel's face.

JACK
Come on, man. G ve her sone space.

The reporter switches the m crophone to Jack.

REPORTER
Are you the baby's father?

JACK
As a matter of fact, yes | am



10.

REPORTER
How do you feel about abortion? W
heard that you are pro-life. Don't
you think it's a woman's right to be
abl e to choose?

JACK
| think the couple should decide.
Not just the wonan.

REPORTER

So you think abortion is wong?
JACK

| didn't say that. | think that

that it's a very personal choice.
As for me and Ariel, we nade our
deci sion and stand by it.

Jack holds Ariel's hand tighter.

REPORTER
Let me ask you this -

SARAH
|"msorry, but we're done with
guestions. Thank you.

The reporter turns back to Ariel.

REPORTER
Mss WIlde, what do you think? 1Is
it right for you to be a rol e node
for young girls even though you're
pregnant at 167

SARAH
| said we're done wth questions.
Pl ease give thema little tine.

Sarah shields themfromthe crowd as they are helped into a
private car. The car slowy nmakes it way through the crowd
and di sappears from si ght.

FADE OUT
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