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FADE | N:

FLASHBACK - EXT. POWVPEI I STREETS - DAY

A grainy and scratched, Kodak color 8nmm silent amateur-
i ke clunsy footage of three children playing in the
streets.

SUPER: POWPEI|l - 62 A D.

NAUTIUS (12), SILA (6) and LIVIUS (14) have fun, running
down through the crowded streets. They wear short togas

and, by her looks, Sila could be mstaken with a little

boy.

FLASHBACK - EXT. POWPEI I HARBOR - DAY

Running on the piers, the three children hide behind the
roll ed heavy ship ropes and slip inside a hole in the
wooden pier

FLASHBACK - EXT. COUNTRY - DAY

Rol li ng down a nountain slope, Nautius and Livius gets up,
draw their small wooden swords out their belt and pretend
to fight, in front of an overexcited Sila who slaps in her
hands.

Livius finally wins and Nautius theatrically coll apses on
t he ground.
FLASHBACK - EXT. POWPEI| STREETS - DAY

Nautius, Sila and Livius wal k down the streets when
sonet hi ng w ong.

Everyt hi ng shakes around them Panicking, the three
children | ook at people running. Sections of wall tunble by
t hem

They shelter under a portico, teetering, staring at the
spectacl e. Livius |aughs, enjoying the show.



I NSERT

Sila's small hand gets close to Nautius'. The boy squeezes
her hand.

FADE QOUT:

FADE | N:

EXT. MEDI TERRANEAN SEA - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG

The qui et Mediterranean Sea lays to the infinite. The sun
is highin the skies. No bird in sight.

A ROVAN TRI REME skins the sea off over the dark bl ue

wat ers, her white square sail swollen by the w nd.

EXT. GALLEY - DAY

On the galley, the "ASTROEA", SAILORS and SOLDI ERS are busy
to different tasks.

I NT. "ASTROEA" CABIN - DAY

THE QCARSMEN ROOM

The cabin is the central conpartnent of the "ASTROEA",
lighted by three broad hat chways.

The chief of the rowers (the HORTATOR) is seated. In front
of hima soundi ng-table, upon which, with a gavel, he beats
time for the oarsnen

At his right, a clepsydra nmeasures relieves and wat ches.

Chai ned to the benches, nearly all the nations are gathered
there, nostly prisoners of war, chosen for their brawn and
endur ance.

Sweaty, they are naked, except a cincture about the I o0ins.
The reach forward, the pull, the feathering the blade, the
dip, are their only noves.

Al ong the sides of the cabin, fixed to the ship's tinbers,
are what at first appeared to be three rows of benches.



The oars are loaded with Iead in the handl es.

Though around sixty nmen are gathered there, none of them
tal k or even sing. The only sound they give out is a kind
of groan as they pull their row.

On the passage between the benches, a GUARD wal ks back and
forth, a whip in hand, watching the oarsnen cadence.

Among the oarsnen, seated on a bench in the mddle of the
cabin, a rower |ooks |ike not suffering the other' pain.

Hs nane is NIKIAS (32). Badly shaved, his eyes and curly
hair are as black as a crow. H's nuscles sway under the
effort. Light streams down upon himfromthe grating above.

At the beat of the gavel, tirelessly, the oarsnmen keep
rowi ng, then exchange places wth fresh and rested
pri soners.

The cl epsydra by the hortator is full.

LATER

The cl epsydra is now enpty.

The chief of the rowers keeps beating.
A NUBI AN ROVER has repl aced Ni ki as

Above the hortator, on a highest platform well guarded by
gilded railing, the trierarch, the "Astroea" captain, has
his quarters. H's name is APPI US NAUTI US BELLUS.

Nauti us appears on the platform overlooking the cabin,
scanni ng over the oarsnmen. The man is tall, well built, his
mlitary cloak half draping his tunic, sword in belt.

Hands on the platform bal cony, Nautius watches the rowers,
i nspecting each man, |ooking for the weak to repl ace.

One of the oarsnen, exhausted, is about to fall nose on his
row. The guard lefts his whip and is going to strike when --

NAUTI US
Guar d!

The guard hol ds hi s hand.



NAUTI US
That's enough! That man is ill.
Repl ace hi m

The guard kneels to unchain the rower. Two prisoners appear
from a back door.

One of themis N kias. The other, GALLIX, holds the
exhausted rower to reach the back door as N kias repl aces
hi m

The guard chains himw th a heavy ankl et and N ki as catches
the rhythm of the others rowers under Nautius' | ook.

As Nikias lifts his head to him their eyes neet. Nautius
hol ds his | ook upon himand Ni kias, finally, lowers his
chi n.

I NT. "ASTROEA" - NAUTIUS CABIN - N GHT

Nautius' cabin is furnished with a couch, a table and a
cushi oned chair.

Nautius is laid on his couch, sleeping all-dressed. Soneone
knocks on his door. Nautius awakes at once.

NAUTI US
Cone i n.

A decurion naned BRACCHUS enters.

BRACCHUS
Sir! Two pirate vessels sighted!

Nauti us gets up

NAUTI US
CGet prepared, Bracchus. Set
everything up and ready!

Bracchus hel ps Nautius wearing his arnor. Nautius gets his
hel met and shield out. Then, they both steps out the cabin.



I NT. "ASTROEA" CABIN - N GHT

Al ong with Bracchus, Nautius stands on the platform above
the hortator, overlooking the rowers and beckons to the
guard.

NAUTI US
Guar d!

The guard lifts his head.

NAUTI US
Unchai n the rowers!

GUARD
But, Sir --

NAUTI US
That's an order!

As the guard starts to unchain the oarsnmen, Nautius caters
to the oarsnmen and Bracchus joins him

NAUTI US
(sol el y)
Row wel | and you will|l be awarded!

The oarsnen turn to each other, astonished. So, do Ni ki as
and Gal li x.

NAUTI US
(to Bracchus)
A man is not useful if he is drowned.

They both wal k out the cabin.

EXT. "ASTROEA" DECK - NI GHT
On the deck, soldiers and sailors get prepared to fight.

Sheaves of arrows and arnfuls of javelins are carried on
deck. By the central stairs, the oil-tanks and fireballs
are set ready for use. Additional lanterns are |ighted,
buckets filled with water.



NAUTI US
(to Bracchus)
Bracchus, strength and honor.

BRACCHUS
(sal uting)
Strength and honor Sir.

I NT. "ASTROEA" CABIN - N GHT

Overhead Ni kias hears the nuffl ed noises of the fina
preparations of the sailors furling sail, spreading the
nettings, unslinging the machi nes, and hangi ng the arnor of
bul | - hi de over the side.

Bracchus stations on the stairs leading to the deck.

BRACCHUS
Cars down!

The hortator ceases beating.

HORTATOR
(to the oarsnen)
Cars down!

Al'l at once the oars stop

EXT. "ASTRCEA" DECK - N GHT

The "Astroea" stays still. Everyone is ready, waiting,
silent. Bows, catapults, |large crossbows wait to draw fire.
A huge boarding plank with a |l arge spike on the end is

pr epar ed.

Facing the "Astroea", the two pirate hem olias speed toward
her.

Naut i us observes them then turns to Bracchus.

NAUTI US
(to Bracchus)
Nor mal speed!



BRACCHUS
(toward the cabin bel ow)
Nor mal speed!

The ship resunmes her course and gai ns speed. The hem oli as
are getting closer.

NAUTI US
(to Bracchus)
Cr ui si ng speed!

BRACCHUS
(toward the cabin bel ow)
Crui si ng speed!

I NT. "ASTROEA" CABIN - N GHT

Down in the cabin, the hortator beats the sounding board
until it rings.

The rowers reach forward full |ength, and, deepening the
dip of their oars, pull suddenly with all their united
force.

EXT. "ASTRCEA" DECK - N GHT

Nauti us watches the approaching pirate vessel s under
Bracchus' worried | ook.

NAUTI US
(to Bracchus)
W thdraw ri ght oars!

BRACCHUS
(toward the cabin bel ow
Wt hdraw ri ght oars!

I NT. "ASTROEA" CABIN - N GHT

On the right side of the cabin, the oarsnmen w thdraw the
wet rows. On the left side, N kias and the other rowers
still pull on their oars.



EXT. MEDI TERRANEAN SEA - NI GHT

The "Astroea" swerves and avoids the first hemolia
speeding to ram her.

In the sanme nove, she scrapes along the second pirate
vessel left side and succeeds in sheering every oar off.

EXT. "ASTRCEA" DECK - N GHT

Everyone i s shaken under the rows smashing i npact. Nautius
waits for the crucial nonent.

NAUTI US
(to his nen)
Firel

As one, each soldier |ooses a flaned arrow on the hem oli a.
They spray into the skies, cascading on the hemolia like a
flam ng rain.

Plunging a cotton ball into the oil-tanks, TW SOLD ERS
place it on a small catapult. The machi ne projects the
fireball through the eneny sail

EXT. MEDI TERRANEAN SEA - NI GHT
The "Astroea" keeps swerving and now faces the i mobile
hem olia fl ank.

EXT. "ASTRCEA" DECK - NI GHT

NAUTI US
(to Bracchus)
Wthdraw all oars!

BRACCHUS
(toward the cabin bel ow)
Wthdraw all oars!

From downstairs, the beat RESOUNDS, faster and faster.

The hemolia gets closer -- closer --



NAUTI US
(to his nen)
Hol d on!

I NSERT

The "Astroea"” ram (a reinforced bronze forefoot) pierces
the hemolia hull tinber.

EXT. MEDI TERRANEAN SEA - NI GHT

The "Astroea" passes through the hemolia. Her nen abandon
the ship and junp into the waters as the galley keeps on
speedi ng t hrough the wecked ship.

The "Astroea” is now behind the first hemolia. The pirate
stern is offered to the Roman attack

I NT. "ASTROEA" DECK - NI GHT

NAUTI US
(to Bracchus)
Extend all oars!

BRACCHUS
(toward the cabin bel ow)
Extend all oars!

NAUTI US
(to the nen on the deck)
CGet the raven ready!

As the spiked boarding plank is placed on the "Astroea"
left side, an arrowrain starts to fall over the deck.

The pirates strike back.

A SAILOR has his throat pierced by an arrow and col | apses
on the grating above the oarsnen.

I NT. "ASTRCEA" CABIN - N GHT

The sailor's blood runs over Gallix's face. The Gaul starts
to panic, at the verge of the nervous breakdown.



10.

Nikias lifts his eyes and sees the sailor's bl oody corpse.
Gal l'i x suddenly shrieks and drops the oar.

The guard paces to himand whips him In a sharp nove,
Ni ki as gets the whip |leather and holds it back. The guard
tries to get it back

GUARD
(to N kias)
Drop it!
Ni ki as doesn't answer back. He just stares at the guard
with hatred, still holding the whip as Gallix starts to
cal m down.
GUARD

It would be better for you to die
during the battle.

Ni ki as just opens his hand and | eaves the leather slip in
his palm The guard turns his back.
EXT. "ASTRCEA" DECK - NI CGHT

The crossbow | ooses a flanmed javelin.

EXT. HEM OLI A DECK - NI GHT

A PI RATE gets the javelin right into his chest and turns
into a human torch

EXT. "ASTRCEA" DECK - NI CGHT

NAUTI US
Ram t he stern!

The "Astroea" speeds up but the pirate's ship is lighter
and faster. Fireballs are still projected at the hemolia
but, nost of the tine, mss the pirate ship.

EXT. MEDI TERRANEAN SEA - NI GHT

The hemiolia sharply swerves and sails back onto the
"Astroea".
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EXT. "ASTRCEA" DECK - NI GHT

A fireball falls on the deck. A SAILOR rushes to it with a
bucket of water.

NAUTI US
They're back to us! Prepare the
grappl es and the corvus!
(to Bracchus)
Sl ow speed!

BRACCHUS
(toward the cabin bel ow)
Sl ow speed!

The trirenme imedi ately sl ows down. As sailors prepare
grappl es, the soldiers get the boarding plank ready in an
upri ght position.

The "Astroea" nears the hemolia stern

NAUTI US
(to Bracchus)
Wthdraw all oars!

BRACCHUS
(toward the cabin bel ow)
Wthdraw all oars!

Nauti us rushes to the bow.

EXT. MEDI TERRANEAN SEA - NI GHT

As one, every oar slips inside the "Astroea" flanks. So,
the hemolia' s rows.

EXT. "ASTRCEA" DECK - N GHT

The rel eased boardi ng pl ank now swi ngs down onto the
hem olia deck and the sailors grapple the two ships
t oget her.

However, the pirates are quicker. As if they had
antici pated the Romans tactic, they rush onto the "Astroea”
deck.
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In a hand-to-hand fighting, the Romans | ook |ike
over whel ned.

Bot h Nautius and Bracchus unsheathe their swords and def end
t hensel ves.

EXT. "ASTROEA" CABIN - N GHT

Through the grating above his head, N kias hears the
shouting, groaning, and every battle noises.

In the cabin, the oarsnen don't know what to do. They feel
usel ess.

The guard exhorts themto stay still but a runble is heard
in the stairs to the upper deck.

Bracchus' body tunbles in the stairs and falls at the
hortator's feet.

HE' S DEAD
H s throat has been sliced.

Pi rates rush down the cabin.

The hortator defends hinself with his gavel but a sword
strikes himin the chest.

TWD PI RATES attack the guard. He's quickly reduced to a
dead man. The oarsmen cheer and start to stand up,
encour aged by the pirates.

Ni ki as rushes to reach the back door and frees the nen who
were on rest. He joins Gallix to the stairs to the upper
deck.

EXT. "ASTRCEA" DECK - NI GHT

On the deck, it's death, desolation and fighting, but the
soldiers start to get over the eneny. As soon as Gallix
steps out, an arrow strikes himthrough his eye.

Ni kias tries to hold him usel essly.

At Ni kias' feet, a DYING Pl RATE, struck by a javelin, grabs
his | eg, begging.
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DYI NG Pl RATE
Pl ease, hel p ne!

But his hand falls back on the deck. He's dead.

At the sanme nonment, Nikias notices that Nautius fights with
THREE PI RATES on the bow at once.

One of themis about to slash himin his back. In one nove,
Ni ki as takes the shield out the dead pirate and throws it
to the man on Nauti us' back.

The shield flies in the air and half-cuts his neck.

Ni ki as picks up a sword and starts to make his way to
Nautius, swinging his mghty sword around. He elimnates
one pirate, two pirates-- and finally reaches the bow.

One of Nautius' attackers notices Nikias. He turns to him
and swings his sword at him

Ni ki as bl ocks the thrust, lifts his opponent's arm and rans
his sword right into the pirate's stomach.

Ni ki as shoves the bl ade in deep.

The pirate screans. N kias spins the sword inside the
wound. Bl ood shoots out of the pirate's nouth.

Nautius' face lights up with exhilaration. Hs forces seem
i ncreased tenfold.

A BEARDED PI RATE joins the fight.

Both masters of sword and shield conbat, their swords clang
and cl ash, feet stepping in puddl es of blood on the slippy
wood.

Nautius fights tauntingly and turns to N ki as.

NAUTI US
| knew it! | saw it in your eyes!

They both get rid of their opponents but others rush to
them Nautius and N kias face them ready to strike back.

They | ook at each other as if they were chall engi ng each
ot her for fun.
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Nautius fends a first strike off, and spins the bl ade
around inside the pirate's guts, then uses his foot to
shove himoff his sword.

The pirate stunbles into ropes. Nautius grabs a LONG HAlI RED
PI RATE as a shield. A spears strikes the man in the chest,
protecting Nauti us.

ANOTHER PI RATE attacks N kias and swings his sword by his
head. Ni ki as ducks and cuts one of his legs off. The pirate
screans and tunbles on the wood, losing liters of bl ood.

TRUVPETS SOUND

The fighting on the deck stops. The survivors stare at one
another. The pirates drop their weapons and surrender.

Nauti us suddenly bursts in |aughs.

NAUTI US
Roma Vi ctor!

Everyone on the galley cheers "Roma Victor!". Nautius turns
to the hemolia.

The ship is now burning, devastated by the flanmes. Nautius
sheat hes his bl oody sword and faces N ki as.

NAUTI US

What is your nane, brave man?
NI KI AS

Ni ki as.
NAUTI US

You have saved ny life and | will
never forget it. And | swear by
t he Gods' names ny eterna
friendship to you

Nautius firmy grabs N kias' wists. N kias grabs his back.
Their alliance is seal ed.
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SUPER: TWO MONTHS LATER

EXT. CAMPANI A COUNTRY - DAY

The Canpani an | andscape is quiet and sunny. As far as the
eyes discern, there are green and gold fields, and olive
trees.

Nautius and N kias ride side by side. The horses' hooves
resound on the tiled road.

Nauti us nmounts a magnificent Arabic black steed. He wears a
white tunic under his toga and a brand new arnor is fixed
on his saddle's back with his stuff. He al so proudly wears
a new sword.

Ni ki as is now shaved and his curly black hair cut. He
sinmply wears a red tunic and has his stuff on the back with
a sword. He | ooks |ike a new man.

They both ride without a word, when Nautius turns to
Ni ki as.

NAUTI US
Navarch. Even in ny craziest
dreans, | never thought | could

becone a squadron conmander. |
cannot wait to tell ny father
tonorrow. He would be proud of ne.

Ni kias listens with a smle, apparently glad for his
friend s pronotion

NAUTI US
And what about you, ny friend?
Are you glad to be free?

NI KI AS
(with a smle)
You nean a dead nman?

NAUTI US
Oficially a dead man, but freed
now. Roman administration is too
conplicated, especially in Rone.
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NI KI' AS
Ronme adm ni strati on nanaged
anyway to offer you that ring.

Nautius proudly stares at the |large ring made out of gold
and a green stone around his finger.

NAUTI US
Excuse ne, but Caesar hinself
granted it to ne.
(staring at the jewel)
| was born to bear it.

Ni kias can't help smling.

NI KI' AS
You deserve it. As your baton of
victory.

NAUTI US

As you deserved your freedom You
are a genuine fighter.

NI KI AS
| used to be.

NAUTI US
Ni kias, | gave you ny amty. | do
not wanna know what |ed you to
t he gal | eys.

NI KI' AS

Friends share secrets, don't
t hey?

(beat)
I have no nore famly nane. |
have abjured nmy relatives. My own
br ot her betrayed ne. He denounced
me as a Christian. W were |iving
in Rome ---

FLASHBACK - | NT. ROVE GYMNASI UM - DAY

NI KI AS (V.0O)
I was a Greek westler training
for the next Enperor ganes.
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A large sky lighted gymmasium Athletes train at westling
on the sand. Everyone is naked.

Anong the athletes, Nikias. He westles with a tall red-
hai red man, ARKADI OS (35). Their greased bodi es, shaped by
exerci se, bring each nuscle out.

Thought Arkadi os' obvi ous physical superiority, N kias
strength and ni nbl eness help himto fight.

FLASHBACK - | NT. ROVE GYMNASI UM CLOAKROOM - DAY

Ni ki as and Arkadios finish to dress up.

ARKADI OS
You won't be ready for the next
ganes, N kias. You're still too
sl ow.

NI KI' AS

Don't worry about ne, Arkadi os.
"Il be ready. G ve ne two nights
of sleep and a whol e day training
with a donkey like you, and |"'1l]I
be the next chanp.

Arkadi os shows his fist to N ki as.

ARKADI OS
Renmenber his nane. "M ghty Zeus".

NI KI AS
(bitterly)
Yes, and mine --
(showi ng his fist)
-- should be "Hebe", the Goddess
of youth?

ARKADI OS
Exactly.

They | augh and exit the cl oakroom



18.

FLASHBACK - EXT. ROVE STREET - DAY

NI KIAS (V.0O)
Arkadi os was ny best friend. In
Ronme, we used to share everything.
W ne, ganes, even women.

A narrow street. Nikias is on his way hone. Upper in the
street, he notices a patrol led by a civilian YOUNG MAN.

NI KIAS (V.O)
My brother was with them

The young man points at himto the patrol. N kias starts to
run down the street, chased by the patrol

Around the corner, a horse is tied by a inn. N kias unties
it and nounts it.

But, at the very nonent he is about to ride at gallop, the
patrol appears and N ki as' horse bangs agai nst one of the
men who stunbl es head against a wall.

Anot her patrol man succeeds in stopping the horse.

NI KI AS (V.0O)
My fate was seal ed. Denounced as
a Christian by nmy own brother, I
had killed a man.

END OF THE
FLASHBACK

EXT. CAMPANI A COUNTRY - DAY

NI KI AS
I killed a nman.

NAUTI US
It was not your fault.

NI KI AS
Per haps, but | did.

NAUTI US
You did on ny ship too.
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NI KI AS
It was to defend nysel f.

NAUTI US
You answer every question, don't
you?
Ni ki as si ghs.
NI KI AS
No.

Nautius stops his black horse. N kias |ooks at himand
stops his.

Nauti us beckons to Nikias to stay silent. Around them just
singing birds and the wind through the olive trees
br anches.

NAUTI US
I thought | --

A hal f-dozen of nen barge in front of them
H GHWAY ROBBERS

An ONE- EYED GUY who | ooks to be the | eader takes a step to
the two riders.

ONE- EYED CQUY
(too courtly to be
honest)
Hail, ny good lords. Seenms to ne
you're both too heavy to travel
cozily. Would you mind if we help
you to light you up?

NAUTI US
Let us pass and you wll [ive!
The robbers | augh.
ONE- EYED GQUY

Don't act foolishly gentlemen. My
men need exerci se.

The robbers start to surround Nautius and N ki as. They
unsheat he their swords. One of them holds a stick.
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ONE- EYED GUY
Take tine to have a | ook at the
situation. You're only two. We're
Si X.

Nautius turns calmy to N kias.

NAUTI US
What do you think?

NI KI AS
This trip has rusted ne a little
bit. Like those fellows, | need

exer ci se.

As one, the two riders take theirs swords out. The robbers
attack, scream ng.

Two robbers runs onto Nautius' horse. The steed bucks
whi nnyi ng and hits one of the attackers with his hoof.
Knocked out, the ROBBER col | apses.

The SECOND ROBBER swi ngs his sword at Nautius who bl ocks
the thrust, and ranms his sword right into his arnpit.

One- Eyed CQuy stays still, just staring at his nmen and
studyi ng the situation.

TWO ROBBERS attack N kias and manage to push himoff his
steed . He falls on the ground with his sword still in
hand.

A ROBBER WTH THE STICK strikes at himbut, at the |ast
nonent, Nikias rolls aside on the ground and the stick
pounds the dust.

In the sane nove, N kias strikes himup between the |egs.
Scream ng, the man col | apses, bl ood running down his | egs.

A TH RD ROBBER rushes and dives onto N kias. They both roll
on the ground, struggling. The robber tries to stick his
short sword into N kias' throat.

Ni ki as scoops up a handful of dirt, throws it in the
robber's eyes and rolls clear of the deadly cut. Suddenly,
Nauti us' black steed is about to run over them
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Ni ki as sidesteps the horse, |eaving the robber stunped by
hi s hooves. Hi s skull expl odes.

Panting, N kias gets up in a junp and faces now t he one-
eyed guy who starts to pace back.

ONE- EYED GQUY
Apparently, you don't need ne
anynor e.

He turns back to rush and di sappears behi nd the bushes.
Ni ki as nmounts his steed.

NAUTI US
Are you alright?

Ni ki as just nods, wiping with his hand the blood on his
neck.

NAUTI US
We are even now. | saved your
life. You can dispose it as you
will.

NI KI' AS

(rather proudly)
A Greek man doesn't turn his back
to the brave who gave himhis
friendship. If you desire, | wll
ride along with you.

NAUTI US
I"mlighthearted with your
decision. | know you wi |l never

decei ve ne.
They resune riding.

NAUTI US
I will be proud to introduce you
to someone very dear to ny heart.
We shoul d not be very far
anynor e.
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EXT. SEACOAST - DUSK

Nautius and N kias ride along the seacoast. The sun is
al nrost set, giving the sea orange flanboyant glints.

EXT. BAY OF NEAPCLI S - DUSK

Nautius and Nikias are still riding along the coast. On
their far left, a large city blares with mllions of
l'i ghts.

They finally face a huge bay. Away, in the background, a
maj estic bl ack nmountain towers the sea.

EXT. PLINIUS S VILLA - DUSK

Lying on a hill, overlooking the harbor, is a magnificent
villa with a wi de col onnade, two wings with red tile roofs.

A SERVANT stands at the garden gate. Nautius and Ni kias are
appr oachi ng.

As the servant holds the horses' reins, Nautius and N ki as
di snount .

NAUTI US
(to the servant)
Tell your master that Appius
Nautius Bellus is requesting
hospitality for the night.

The servant paces rapidly to the stables with the horses.

NAUTI US
(to Ni ki as)
You will neet the nman who has

been ny nentor and who taught ne
everything I know about sailing.
He gave ne his passion for sea
and ships. He's the admral in
charge of the fleet based down

t here.

He scans the pl ace.
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NAUTI US
How many days did | spend here as
a child, dreaming to sail away,
and |listening to the ancient
sailor tales?

A deep voi ce resounds behind them

PLINIUS (O S.)
Navar ch Appi us Nautius Bel |l us!

Nautius and Ni kias turn their heads and face now a fat
little man wapped in a wealthy toga with a broad purple
border. He wears white hair and a thin beard.

PLINIUS (56) and Nautius warmeartedly hug.

NAUTI US

| see news fly fast.

(to N kias)
| am proud to introduce you
Ni ki as, the man who saved ny
life.

(to N kias)
This is Caius Plinius Secundus,
my nmentor and ny nmaster

PLI NI US
(to N kias)
Young man, saving Nautius' life
shoul d be the nobst inportant
thing you did in your life.
Ni ki as? You are Greek, are you?

NI KI AS
And proud to be.

Plinius bursts in |aughs.

PLI NI US
And with a straight tal king, by
Jupiter!

He drags the two friends al ong.
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PLI NI US
Conme on. You are right on tine
for dinner.

They enter a pillared hall.

EXT. PLINIUS' S VILLA - N GHT

The night has fallen on the villa. On an uppernost terrace,
there is a lawn cut out with fl ower-beds edged w th box.

Around the dinner table, several people are reclined on
couches, leaned on their left el bows.

Besides Plinius, Nautius and N kias, are Plinius' sister,
SABI NA (50s), GAIUS PLINIUS CAECI LI US SECUNDUS (17),
Plinius' nephew, later well known as Pliny the Younger and
Hi gh Navarch VALERI US, Plinius' right hand.

They all eat wth their fingers.

On the small dinner table, a wide variety of food has been
served. In sonme sunptuous carafes, several w nes.

Conversation is at its height.

PLI NI US
(to Nautius)
How are things going in Rone?

NAUTI US

Heavy traffic, dust, snoke, crowd
entertai nment, political schenes,
bread and ganmes. The sane old
refrain. | saw your friend
Melissus. He told ne to say
hel | o.

(to Sabi na)
You are still the beautiful woman
| used to know. What is the
secret of your eternal youth?

SABI NA
(bl ushi ng)
You are still the sanme gall ant
young nan.



NAUTI US

You woul d al ways
anong each woman
life.

SABI NA
You nean, your sh

been ny favorite
| have net in ny

ort life.

NAUTI US

(with a sligh
nost al gi a)
Maybe.

He turns to the young Gai us.

t

NAUTI US

And what about yo
your |ife not too
away from Rone?

GAl US

u, Gaius. Is
much boring

I can't stand province anynore.

Not hi ng happens a
Lucky I have ny u
| amcurrently re
Livius' "Hi story
gi ve anything for
happen hitherto.

round here.
ncle's library.
ading Titus

of Rome". | will
sonething to

PLI NI US

(to Nautius)
Don't you know I

amwaiting from

Rone the notification for ny

nephew s adopti on
soon ny own son

? He's gonna be

NAUTI US

(to Gaius)
You coul d not hav
Gaius. | would en
al ready a father

Plinius' face gets serious.

e better father,
vy you if | had
on ny own.

Nautius notices it.

NAUTI US

(to Plinius)
What's wrong?

25.



Pl i ni us | ooks i nconmbded.

PLI NI US
No- - Not hi ng.

He vi si bly changes of subject, turning to N ki as.

PLI NI US
So, Nikias, how did you neet ny
dear Nautius?

Nauti us interferes.

NAUTI US
(to Ni ki as)
You don't have to answer if you
don't want to.

NI KI AS

(to Nautius)
| have no disconfort about it.

(to Plinius)
W net on a sail cruise on the
Medi t erranean Sea. As Nauti us was
on the deck, | was exercising
bel ow, on nmy row.

NAUTI US
(to Plinius)
Ni ki as was on the "Astroea" anong
t he oarsnmen. Wen we were
attacked, N kias went upstairs
and saved ny life.

NI KI AS
Because you nmade us unchai ned.

PLI NI US
(to Nautius)
As | taught you, a man is not
useful if he is drowned. Isn't
it, Valerius?

Val erius just nods. Plinius raises his glass cup ful
Wi ne.

26.
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Everyone t

PLI NI US
(toasting)
To Nautius, the best navarch of
the Roman Enpire Fleet. And to
Ni ki as, back from Hades' ki ngdom

oasts, clinking the cups.

PLI NI US
(to Nautius)
By the way, on your way hone
tonorrow, could you give ny
regards to Tascius' wfe
Recti nae? She feels so |lonely
since her husband' s deat h.

NI KI' AS
Il will, even if | long to see ny
f at her.

PLI NI US

Your town is magnificent today.
Peopl e even conme from Rone to
build a villa.

NAUTI US
| do not believe that | wll hug
my famly tonorrow. | wonder how
little Flavia had grown up. She
was so beautiful. Is she married
and - -

PLI NI US

(interrupting)
Do not be inpatient, Nautius. You
wi |l get every answer when the
ni ght's over

He pours Nautius some w ne.

PLI NI US
Taste that Lesbian. It is
excellent. It is not very old,
but it has been made by bei ng put
into the fire. The wine fromthe
flames of Wul can. Drink and your
night will be shorter.

27.
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EXT. SEACOAST - DAY

Nautius and Nikias ride along a cliff above the sea.
Urbrell a pines tower against the sky. Nautius | ooks
over excit ed.

NAUTI US
Three years | have not seen ny
birth town. Three years sailing on
Mare Nostrum or barbarian seas.

Suddenly, energing fromnowhere, a RI DER appears on a nad
horse at gall op, shaken and nearly di sabl ed.

Taki ng a second | ook, Nautius and Ni kias realize the rider
is in fact a young woman who has | ost control of her horse.

The two friends kick their steeds and gallop to her rescue.

The mad horse heads to the cliff edge. The young wonan
starts to shriek.

Nautius and N kias gallop to sandwi ch her and grab the nad
horse reins, stopping its ride a few feet before the
preci pi ce.

Wien the three riders realize where they' re standing, a
horror grin is read on their faces. They ride back,
reaching a safety distance between them and the precipice.

Panti ng, the young worman tries to get over.
Ni ki as di smounts and hel ps her to get off her horse.

She is a beautiful brunette with Iong | egs energing from
her short tunic. Her hair is coiled into a knot at the top
of the head. She is Sila (24).

NI KI AS
Are you alright?

The young wonman just nods. Nikias gently taps on her horse
col |l ar.

NI KI AS
He | ooks stiller.
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SI LA

(panti ng)
He saw a snake and got scar ed.

She turns to Nautius who keeps staring at her.

SI LA
Do | know you?

A beat.

NAUTI US
(hesitating)
Sila?

She frowns and stares back at him

S| LA
Naut i us?

Happi |y, Nautius gets off his black horse and hugs her in
front of Nikias' astonished | ook.

SI LA
(1ighthearted)
Nautius? |Is that you?

NAUTI US
(1 aughi ng)
O course, it's ne. Sila, ny
little Sila. It'd been so | ong.

SI LA
|'d say about ten years?

NAUTI US
You were so young. You're a wonan
now, even if you're still dressed
as a boy. Look at you. You're

beauti ful .

They hug again. Nautius turns to N ki as.

NAUTI US
Sila, this is ny friend Nikias.
(to N kias)
Silais the little girl with whom

| grew up.
( MORE)



NAUTI US( cont ' d)
We used to run over every street.
We knew each inch of the city and
of the beach, every hideout of
t he har bor.

SI LA
Do you renenber the vow we nade?

NAUTI US
| don't.
SI LA
(to Ni ki as)
W swore that we'll get married

when we are grown up

NAUTI US
| woul d renenber that. No? D d
we? But it should too | ate today.

SI LA
It's never too late. |I'm not
married yet. Never found the
right stola to fit.
(right into Nautius' eyes)
I was waiting for you

Nauti us | ooks at her, fl oored.

SI LA
(1 aughi ng)
I"mjoking. O course, |I'm
joking. But I'mnot married. Are
you ?
NAUTI US
Me? Ch, vyes.
(beat)

Sea i s ny spouse.
He takes N kias by the shoul ders.

NAUTI US
W both are free as birds.

SI LA
Maybe are you back to find a
wfe?
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NAUTI US
Maybe. Shall we go?

They three nount their horses and start to ride.

SI LA
My father's gonna be nad to know
you' re back.

NAUTI US
(to Ni ki as)

He never appreciated ny famly's
way of living and ny friendship
with Sila. Her father is one of
the weal thiest man in town.
Though ny father's business is
fl ourishing and--

SI LA
(interrupting)
Nautius. Don't you know --

Nautius stares at her, interrogating.

SI LA
You don't know.

NAUTI US
Sila, tell ne.

SI LA
| -- 1 can't.
EXT. POVPEI| - VESUVI US GATE - DAY

Riding their horses, Nautius, N kias and Sila enter
Nautius' birth town:

POVPEI |

Al ong the horizon, about six mles away, a majestic nount
dom nates the skyline:

THE VESUVI US
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EXT. POWPEIIl - VIA D STABI AE - DAY
The via di Stabiae is crowded with passengers and chariots.

Many merchants sell pottery, glassware and cloth. People
chat wi th shopkeepers negotiating purchases. Sparkling
fountains throw upwards their grateful spray in the sumer
air.

Sl aves pass to and forth with buckets of bronze, cast in
t he nost graceful shapes and borne upon their heads.

Country girls are stationed at frequent intervals with
baskets of blushing fruit and fl owers.

Among the crowd, | adies, faces covered with veil, are
attended by sl aves.

Ni ki as cannot beli eve what he sees.

NAUTI US
(to N kias)
You didn't believe ne when | told
you that Ponpeii was Rone in
smal | er.

Painted in red on a wall, N kias notices a poster
announci ng an upcom ng feast: WVulcanalia, the Festival of
Vul can.

Sila doesn't stop to peak glances Nautius in the corner of
her eyes.

They pass a by bakery where a man ( GLAUCUS) sal utes Nauti us.

GLAUCUS
May the gods bl ess you Nauti us!
You're finally back

NAUTI US
Good day to you d aucus. |s your
bread still the sweetest in town?
GLAUCUS

Sure it is.

Nauti us stops his horse and di snmounts.
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NAUTI US
(to Ni ki as)
Here we are.

SI LA
(to Nautius)
"Il see you tonorrow Nauti us.

NAUTI US
You're wel cone anytine Sila.

As Sila rides away through the crowd, Nautius and Ni ki as
stare at her. Realizing they're both |ooking in her
direction, Nautius bursts out in |aughs.

NAUTI US
Vll, | guess we've both dug out
the sanme jewel.

Ni kias turns to himand di snobunts at his turn.

NI KI' AS
She nmust be the nost beautiful
woman | ever net in ny life. Even
the Greek goddesses are far
behi nd her beauty.

NAUTI US
Well, ny friend, welcone in
Ponpeii. Who knows, perhaps Venus

i s wat chi ng over you?

He enters a vill a.

EXT NAUTIUS' HOUSE - DAY

Nautius and Nikias step in a small entrance-passage into a
hal | adorned with marbl e col ums.

In the central peristyle garden, two wonen sit on a stone
bench.

The ol der, OCTAVI A (52), Nautius' nother, lifts her head
and smles. She gets up and warnheartedly wel cones his son.
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OCTAVI A
My son, at last, you are here. |
couldn't wait since |'ve received
your nessage. Look at you! You're
tall est and stronger than ever.

NAUTI US
Mot her, gods protected ne to
bring ne safe to you

Nauti us kneels by the younger wonan seated. She smles but
her eyes | ook |lost. Nautius holds her hand.

NAUTI US
Flavia, ny little sister. You're
prettier than in ny souvenirs. |
was | onging to hold your hand.

FLAVI A (22) raises then her other hand and gently caresses
Nautius' cheek. She is blind.

FLAVI A
Nautius. I'mso proud to be your
sister. All over the town, people
only tal k about your victory.

Nauti us beckons N kias to step to him N kias kneel s by
Fl avi a.

NAUTI US
(to Flavia)
My victory canme froma nman from
beyond the seas who is henceforth
by ny sides. This is Nikias.

Fl avia's hand touches Ni ki as' face.

NI KI' AS
| am honored to neet you at | ast.
Nautius told me so nuch about
you.
(to Cctavia)
My respects, madam
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FLAVI A
(to Ni ki as)
Pl ease, stand up, Nautius'
friend. | don't deserved to have

you at ny knees.
Ni ki as stands up.

NI KI AS
As you will.

Nautius gets up at his turn and faces his nother.

NAUTI US
(as a child)
Mot her, |I'mso inpatient to tel

nmy father ny story. Please, tel
me where | can find him

Cctavia's face gets pale and grave. She sits down.

OCTAVI A
Nautius -- Your father -- Your --

She bursts out in tears.

NAUTI US
Tell nme nother! Tell ne! Wat
about hi nf?!

Cctavia can't tal k anynore, sobbing.

FLAVI A
Qur father is dead, Nauti us.
Killed by d audius' nen.

NAUTI US
Killed?! Wat do you nean?!

FLAVI A
Servius, the stable slave, was
accused of stealing by Lucius
Jucundus, the banker. Wen the
patrol led by Livius cane to
arrest him father wanted to
interfere and --



NAUTI US
(interrupting)
What ?! Livius' invol ved?!

FLAVI A
(resum nQ)
-- one of the soldiers
accidentally drew his sword in
his chest. It was one nonth ago.

NAUTI US
No!

He falls on his knees, inploring the skies.

NAUTI US
What did | do?!

NI KI AS
Who i s Livius?

NAUTI US

(tears in the eyes)
Livius used to play with Sila and
| when we were children. W both
shared the sanme nanny. W were
bl ood brothers. Today, he's an
aedi |l e and Ponpeii duunvir
Cl audi us' right hand.

OCTAVI A
Mari us was hel ping Servius to
escape in the mddle of the night
when they cane. Servius was
killed too.

NAUTI US
Who told you what happened?

OCTAVI A
Livius did. He was really noved
and deeply sorry. He hel ped us
for the cremation and the
funeral s.

Nautius wi pes his tears off and stands on his feet.
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NAUTI US
| have to talk to him

OCTAVI A
He's out of town today. He's
getting ready for the next

aediles poll. He wants to be
reel ect ed.

NAUTI US
Yes. | guess. I'll see him

t onor row t hen.

CCTAVI A
(to Nautius)
| lead to your father's tonb.

EXT. VIA DEI SEPOLCRI - DAY

Cctavia stands by Nautius on a road bordered by the outside
city wall, nourning. Rows of tonbs are di ssem nated al
al ong the wall.

Just behind stand N kias and Fl avia. The young wonman hol ds
his arm

In front of them on a colum, lays a marble urn. Just
above, a tufa bust represents Nautius' father, Marius.

EXT/ I NT. NAUTIUS HOUSE - N GHT

Nautius and N kias are seated on the bench in the atrium
lighted by torches. They're al nost whispering.

NAUTI US
I never thought | could | ose ny
father. W were so close. A

t hrough these years, all | did
was for him to see himproud of
ne.

NI KI AS

Gods woul d | ook over hi m now as
they did for you.
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NAUTI US
I wish they woul d. Anyway, | want
to clear the circunstances up of
his death. | hope Livius wll

tell ne nore.

NI KI AS
"Il come with you

I NSERT - S| TUATI ON SHOT

The canmera enters the soil and rapidly runs through tiny
gal l eri es.

As the canera gets deeper, the atnosphere gets redder and
glow to neet an underground boiling and running --

-- torrent of | ava.

EXT. FORUM PARVI S - DAY

A |l arge crowded and paved plaza with a huge square buil ding
wi t h col onnades.

The | arge rectangular forumis filled with the conmerce of
mar ket day on all the four sides. It |ooks |ike Ponpeii's
beati ng heart.

Among the crowd appear Nautius and Ni ki as.

I NT. OFFI CE OF THE AEDI LES - DAY

Nautius and N kias face a quite charismati c and arrogant
tall blond man with a body equal to Adonis, wapped in a
weal t hy toga, Livius (32).

They stand in Livius' office. Seated in his arnthair,
Li vius | ooks annoyed and neditative.

LI VI US
(snoot hly)
-- your father's death really
affected ne. The sol di er has been
severely puni shed.

( MORE)
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LI VI US(cont' d)
He's rotting in jail, waiting for
the arena. Neverthel ess --

NAUTI US
VWhat ?

LI VI US
-- we had problens wth your
f at her.

NAUTI US
Pr obl ens?

LI VI US
Soneone denounced himas a
traitor. He was planning to go to
Rome to warn the Senate about
some nebul ous C audi us schenes.

NAUTI US
How coul d soneone denounced ny
father? He was faithful to
Cl audius fromthe start. They
were friends. Can't you tell ne
who did give himup?

LI VI US
Oficially, I can't. My aedile
position doesn't authorized nme to
tell you anything. Per contra, as
a friend --

NAUTI US
Li vi us, who?

Li vi us si ghs.

LI VI US
Jucundus di d.

Nautius is about to react.

LI VI US
But C audius hinself ordered your
slave's arrest. | suspect your

father's friendship for C audius
had finally turned to hatred.

( MORE)



LI VI US(cont' d)
I"ve nyself heard himonce saying
that he was ruling over Ponpei
as a despot.

Nautius can't find anything to respond.

LI VI US
Arresting your slave was a
pretext to force your father to
act | think. But | have no clue.
If I can help, you know you can
count on nme Nauti us.

He gets up.

LI VI US
Vell, | think we've finished. |
have no nuch time for you, ny
brother. How |l ong do you plan to

stay?

NAUTI US
Just enough tine to sol ve al
this.

LI VI US

Anyway, you and your friend wll
al ways be wel cone.

Nautius and Ni kias step out.

EXT. POWPElI| STREETS - DAY

Nautius and Ni ki as wal k down the crowded Ponpei i
streets.

NI KI AS
Do you entrust hinf

NAUTI US
Livius? | have no choice. Looks
like he's the only one to help ne
in this investigation.

NI KI AS
May | say sonet hi ng?

paved

40.
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NAUTI US
You may.

NI KI AS
I don't like him

NAUTI US
Wiy would he lie?

NI KI' AS
| saw it in his eyes. Pardon ne
to be that straightforward.

NAUTI US
Sonetines it's a virtue and --

He stops at once and freezes. Nikias follows his | ook. A

M DDLE- AGED COUPLE, weal thy dressed, attended by TWD SLAVES
crosses the street, followed by a young woman wearing a
sunpt uous stola given her a goddess |ook: Sila.

She | ooks shy and unreal. The two friends are absorbed in
her. Sila disappears in the crowd.

NAUTI US
Seens to nme, we yearn the sanme
fish. As friends, we shouldn't
share jeal ousy, so | w sh you
good | uck.

Suddenly, a runble cones fromthe soil and the ground
m | dly shakes. Everybody in town feels the trenor.

Nautius bursts out in laughter. N kias too.

NI KI' AS
Wl |, Nautius, |ooks like the
Gods t hensel ves have given us the
conpetition start!

They resune wal ki ng.

I NSERT - SOVEONE' S P. O V.

Nautius and N kias are foll owed though the crowmd froma
di st ance.
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EXT. VI A DEI FORTUNA - DAY

Nautius and N kias walk into a street with painted houses.
At the end of the street, a triunphal arch.

They stop in front of an inn and step in.

INT. SOFIA'S INN - DAY

As soon as Nautius and N kias enter the inn, a big fat
woman conme to himand tenderly hugs Nauti us.

She is SOFIA (56).

SCFI A
Nautius, my child, at |ast,
you' re back. 1've heard about
your father. |'m deeply grieving.
He was a good man. The nan who
freed ne.

NAUTI US
Sofia, ny only love. I'"'mso glad
snmel ling your bal magain. Every
time, I'ma child again.

SCFI A

| knew you were comng and |'ve
spare your table.

Sofia | eads themto a table by the w ndow on the street.

NAUTI US
(to Ni ki as)
Sofia used to be nmy nanny until
nmy father freed her. She raised
me along with Livius.

SCFI A
Livius. Don't say that nane in
front of me. He never cones to
pay ne a visit anynore since he's
in politics.

Nautius and Ni kias sit down. Behind the counter, a MAN
hel ps other custonmers. Sofia turns to him



43.

SOFI A
Aurelius! Bring nme the chilliest
and sweetest wi ne we have to ny
dear Nautius and his friend.

Li npi ng, AURELIUS (59) brings a jar and two clay nugs he
fills wwth a clear red w ne.

SOFI A
(to Nautius)
Taste this, with the best herbs
and spi ces.

Nautius drinks his w ne up.

NAUTI US
A real nectar, Sofia.

As Aurelius steps back behind the counter, Sofia pours
Nauti us some nore w ne.

SOFI A
Quess you' re not back for good.

NAUTI US
You guess right.

Four nen enter the inn, chatting noisily. They are well
built, tall and tanned. Three of themare in the thirties
(CALADUS, SALLUST & CRESCENS), while the last one is rather
young. His name is NERO (18).

They sit at a table.

SCFI A
VWhat a pity. |'ve raised two
| ovable little boys and the one |
prefer is always sailing far
awnay.

She is interrupted by the el dest of the nen.

NAUTI US
Hail Sofia. We who are about to
drink salute youl

Sofia turns to the man.
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SCFI A
Just a mnute Cal adus, don't you
see I'mtalking with the greatest
man in Ponpeii?

The man on Cal adus' right interferes.

SALLUST
The greatest man in Ponpeii? |
t hought it was |?

CALADUS
O course Sallust. The greatest
in cowardi ce.

They all | augh.

CRESCENS
Yeah. You've beaten a lion. Only
because you run faster!

They resune | aughing as Aurelius brings thema jar and four
mugs he puts on the table.

CALADUS
Sofia, why would this man greater
than the four of us?

SOFI A
He's the boy |'ve raised and |
know the nost in the world.

CALADUS
(to Nautius)
So, you're nummy's boy?

NAUTI US
(serious)
| am Appi us Nautius Bell us,
navarch of the Roman fleet, son
of Appius Marius Bellus and
Cct avi a.

CALADUS
(hunbl y)
Pardon me Lord. |'m Cal adus - -
(noddi ng to his conpani ons)

( MORE)
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CALADUS( cont ' d)
Crescens, Sallust and Nero. We're
sinply hunbl e gl adi ators,
fighting for your entertai nnent.
Wul d you two share a drink with
us?

NAUTI US
We' d be honored gentl enen.

Nautius and N kias nove fromtheir table and sit with the
gl adi at ors.

CALADUS
I ama Thracian. Not from G eece,
but the sica and the parma are ny
weapons.

He turns to Crescens who sips his w ne.

CALADUS
Crescens is the net fighter who
hol ds the hearts of all the
girls. And, finally, Sallust and
Nero are retiarius. Nero is about
to fight for the very first tine
on Vul canal i a.

Nautius turns to Ni ki as.

NAUTI US
Don't you know we've got a true
G eek westler anobng us?

CALADUS
(to N kias)
Are you?

NI KI AS
| used to fight in Rone before--
| retired.

CRESCENS
I"m sure Nero would be honored to
chal | enge you at armwestling.
(to Nero)
Woul d you?

Nero | ooks quite enbarrassed.
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NERO
I don't think that gentl enman
woul d agr eed.

SALLUST
Rat her say you're a chicken.

NERO
|" m not!

NI KI AS
Way not. Though I'ma little
rusty on it.

Sal lust | eaves his chair to N kias who now faces the young
Nero. They both put their el bows on the table and grab each
ot her hand.

CRESCENS
The | oser pays the drinks.

Ni ki as and Nero are pushing each other wist, stretching
each arm nmuscle. On each side, the power is incredible.

SALLUST
Come on, Nero. Show us what you
wor t h.

Ni ki as' face gets sweaty. He frowns and concentr at es,
staring at Nero right into his eyes.

But the young gl adi ator doesn't seemto care. He
accentuates his strength and Nikias' armstart to lean to
the table, under Sofia anused eyes.

NAUTI US
(whi spering to N kias)
Thi nk about Sil a.

Ni ki as succeeds in bringing back his hand back and pushes
Nero's on his side. H s serious eyes plunge again in Nero's
| ook.

But the young gladiator is too strong. N kias finally gives
up and Nero |lays his hand on the table.

Everyone waits for N kias' reaction. Suddenly, he bursts
out into |aughter.
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NI KI' AS
(1 aughi ng)
"' m honored to pay for your
drinks, gentlenen. The kid has
Her cul es’ strength.

They all |augh cheerfully.

EXT. POWPElI| HARBOR - DAY

Nautius and N kias cross a wooden bridge over the Sarnus,
t he Ponpeii river, leading to the harbor front.

In the glassy bay the vessels of commerce and the pl easures
ships of the rich citizens are gathered along the piers.

The two friends wal k on the docks and they stop, facing the
sea.

NAUTI US

Two nonths | haven't sail and |
already mss it. | wsh I'll soon
have ny call. The wind on ny
face, the snell of the spindrift,
the rolling of the sea. | guess
my |ife wouldn't exist anynore if
| knew | couldn't sail again.

NI KI' AS
Sorry to spoil your dreans ny
friend, but I don't share the

same purpose. Al | know about
ships and sea is only through the
oar - hol es.

They resune wal king on the pier along the boarded nerchant
shi ps.

NAUTI US
If I didn't see it by nyself, |
couldn't believe you' ve been
throw to the galleys --

Nautius hasn't the tine to finish his sentence that N kias
pushes him aside and throws hinself onto the ground.
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In a crash, a heavy nerchandi se bale falls a few inches
fromthem Wthout N kias' reflex, the two friends would be
bot h crushed. Hundred of wine jars have shattered on the

pi er.

Bathing in the red wine, Nikias is the first to get over.
He turns to Nautius.

NI KI AS
Are you alright?

NAUTI US
| guess | am

They get up, looking at the broken jars in the net.

NAUTI US
VWhat a waste.

The SH P OMNER, a Phoenician with a thick accent, cones
down to them al nost groveling.

SH P ONNER
(obsequi ous)
My good lords, ny good lords. |I'm
deeply sorry. Are you safe?

He starts to dust Nautius off.

NAUTI US

CGet off, you inprudent.
SHI P OANNER

The sailor will be severely

punished. It is the first tinme
such thing happens. |I'm deeply
sorry. I'"mdeeply sorry.

NAUTI US
That's alright. Leave us now.

He turns to Ni kias who is checking the bale rope.
It has being cut --

Ni ki as conmes back to Nautius and takes his armto wal k
away.
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NAUTI US
It's the second tine you save ny
life. What would I be wi thout
you?

As they reach a certain distance, N kias stops.

NI KI AS
Wait for ne, would you?

Nauti us doesn't seemto understand.

NAUTI US
Where are you goi ng?

NI KI' AS
I won't be long. I'll rather get
you |l ater at your house. ['lI
find ny way hone.

They split. As Nautius resunes his wal k, Ni kias conmes back
to the pier. Cautiously, he hides behind a snmall barn and
stares at the Phoenician ship.

In the shadow of the boat, the ship owner talks with
anot her man (CELATUS, 42) who | ooks like rebuking him

Wearing a plain toga, his head shaved, the tall man talk
silently. H's eyes |ook cruel. Suddenly, he turns to N kias
who has just the tinme to hide.

When Ni ki as takes a glinpse again, they both have
di sappear ed.

I NT. THEATRE - EVEN NG
A small covered theatre, decorated with a til ed npsai c.

On the semicircular seats arranged in front of the stage,
i nportant people are sat on bronze stools just in front of
t he stage.

Behind them on stone benches, the ordinary people. Anobng
them Nautius and N kias are watching the show Several
musi ci ans play lyre, double reedpipes or tanbourine-like
drum
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On the stage foreground, two dancers w th masks, one
dressed as a woman, slowy dance and mne with small bronze
cynbal s giving a ringing sound.

As Nautius enjoys the spectacle, N kias' attention is drawn
by soneone seated on the first row Sila.

She is with her parents. In her white and gold stola, she
is now a real voluptuous woman. Nautius follows N kias
| ook and stares at her too.

NAUTI US
(whi speri ng)
What about wal ki ng her back hone?

NI KI' AS
(whi spering)
Why not, but her parents--

Nautius smles and proudly shows his ring.

NAUTI US
(whi spering)
Her father will change his m nd

I NT. THEATRE - DUSK

The show is over. The audience is getting up. Pronptly,
Nautius and Ni ki as make their way through the people, when
t hey stop.

Someone al ready accosts Sila: Livius. Apparently, he offers
Sila's parents to wal k her back hone to their great
sati sfaction.

As if he has guessed Nautius and Ni kias' intention, Livius
turns to themwith a smle. Sila has noticed the two
friends too.

Sadly, she takes Livius' armand wal ks away with him after
her parents.

NI KI AS
| really don't like him
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| NSERT

A javelin violently pierces a |arge plank where a man
sil houette is drawmn. The weapon head is stuck right into
t he sil houette head.

EXT. NAUTI US HOUSE BACKYARD - DAY

Ni ki as takes the javelin off the plank and cones back to
Naut i us.

NI KI' AS
The secret is to conbine the
strength with your aim You nust
| et your hand comi ng along with
t he shank and being one with the
j avel i n.

He hands the javelin to Nautius who takes the posture.
Then, Nautius throws the weapon that strikes --

t he garden wall.

Suddenly, an appl ause resounds behind them They turn back
to face Sila. She wears the sanme boy's short toga she wore
when they first met her.

Her hair is tied wwth a red ribbon. She | aughs.

SI LA
Nauti us. Hope you're a better
sail or.

She paces to the javelin and picks it up.

SI LA
Do you mind if I try?

NAUTI US
(with irony)
You' re ny guest.

Sila grabs the javelin as a pro and throws it -- right into
t he sil houette head by N kias' shot.

Nautius and N kias are fl oored.
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NAUTI US

Tal k about begi nner's | uck.
SI LA

Wanna bet ?

She fetches the javelin and cones back by the two nen.
Then, she freezes.

NAUTI US
Afraid to miss it this tinme?

Sila raises her finger to one direction.

SI LA
Look!

Nautius and Ni kias turn their head, follow ng her finger.

Away, in the b.g., a black snoke flees fromthe top of the
shadowy Mount Vesuvi us.

NI KI AS
Afire?

NAUTI US
Maybe. Renenber the trenor we
felt yesterday. An old | egend
tells that Vulcan is |living down
t he nountain core. And sonetines
his wath conmes up to the earth
surf ace.

NI KI AS
I thought he was |iving down
sout h, down the Etna.

NAUTI US
He has so many places to stay.
(to Sila)

Do you renenber when we were
children, his fury had awoke the
city early in the norning. Mny
houses and buil di ngs crunbl ed and
peopl e died. Even the town
reservoir broke.

( MORE)
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NAUTI US( cont ' d)
They haven't finished to repair
nost of the baths yet.

SI LA
The gods woul dn't dare to strike
Ponpeii tw ce. That woul d be
nonsense. Do you want to ride up
and check what's going on?

NAUTI US
That woul d be a nice ride.
NI KI AS
(noddi ng)

Very nice ride.

SI LA
One says that Bacchus | oves the
shoul ders of the Vesuvius nore
than the hills of Nysa.
(beat)
Up there, I'lIl tell you ny
secret.

EXT. COUNTRY - DAY

Under the hot summer sun, Nautius, N kias and Sila happily
ride, getting closer of the Vesuvius. The shadowy nountain
becones now ni cer

They pass olive groves and vi neyards cover the sl opes.

The three friends | ook |ike racing through the vines.

LATER
Exhausted, Nautius, N kias and Sila slowy ride.

NI KI AS
The horses are thirsty and
abnormal |y nervous.

SI LA
As if they were afraid of
sonet hi ng.

She gently taps on her horse's collar.
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SI LA
There's a brook up there.

The approach the place. The brook is dried. Sila doesn't
under st and.

SI LA
Water is always running here,
even at this time of the year.

NI KI AS
Summer i s hot.

NAUTI US
Not enough to dry brooks up.

SI LA
Let's clinb up to the source.

They resune riding up the nount.

NI KI' AS
Did you noticed that sone vines
and bushes were dried too?

SI LA
| do hope bad omens will preserve
us.

They reach the brook source. Not a drop of water. Nautius
nods to a big olive tree.

NAUTI US
Let get sone refreshing shade
anyway.

They di smount and | ead their horses under the tree. They
sit on the grass. In front of Nautius and N kias, Sila
| ooks nore subline than ever

She untied her red ribbon and sensually shakes her hair.

SI LA
"1l be straightforward.
(beat)
Nautius. Nikias. I'll belong to

t he nost val orous of you two.
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The two nen are thunderstruck.

NAUTI US
What ?!

SI LA
You do understand. You're both
brave, loyal -- and quite
handsone.

Nautius is about to talk.

SI LA
In fact, Livius proposed ne. My
parents, of course, are delighted.
|"ve got to have a good reason to
decline him I'mnot one of these
girls her parents choose a husband.
I"mold enough to pick out the man
wll share ny life with. So, it wll
be one of you two.

NAUTI US
Are you serious?

SI LA
Do I look like joking?

Ni ki as stares at her.

NI KI AS
She neans it.

NAUTI US
Li vius proposed you? But why
don't you want himas a husband?

SI LA

He's not the little boy we used
to know anynore. Since he becane
an aedile, he thinks that
everything has to be his. Even
ne.

(beat)
I"d prefer to kill nyself than
marryi ng him
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NI KI AS
In that case, |I'll stand down the
cont est .
(to Nautius)
I know you al ways | oved her. Your
sister told ne so. It wouldn't be
fair for you --

NAUTI US
(i nterrupting)
No. | have to draw back. You're
nmy best friend and --

Suddenly, a shriek blares through the vineyard stake out
into neat rows. Nautius, N kias and Sila get up at once and
rush toward the continuous scream

A M DDLE- AGED WOVAN points to one direction. shrieking and
gaspi ng,

As Sila holds her, Nautius and Ni kias step to the spot to
find a 10 YEAR-OLD BOY | aid down between two rocks, awfully
bur ned.

He' s dead.
Sila joins themand can't help scream ng too.

Though the little boy is burned nothing around himis
scor ched.

NAUTI US
There's a weird snell. Like
rotten eggs.

NI KI AS
That's sul fur. The snell of hell.

They can't hel p | ooking at the body.

NAUTI US
I think we'd better help that
poor woman to bring back the
body.

SI LA
| get the horses.
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She rushes back.

EXT. COUNTRY - DAY (LATER)

As a nourning procession, Nautius, N kias and Sila slowy
wal k, holding their horses' reins. Sila still holds the
woman, as Nautius' steed carries the little boy body.

I NSERT

Between the two rocks where the little boy was laying, a
yel l owi sh snoke flies up, then, as it was literally sucked
into the ground, disappears.

EXT. NAUTI US HOUSE - STREET - NI GHT

Under the nmoonlight, two sil houettes, string together,

| eave Nautius' house on the sly.

EXT. POWPElIl STREETS - N GHT

The two sil houettes creep in the desert streets.

EXT. POVPEI| BORDER WALL - NI GHT

The two sil houettes disappear into a | arge tonbstone.

I NT. UNDERGROUND CRYPT - NI GHT

Lighted with torches, the crypt, with two exits, is large
and about twenty people are gathered here, nostly WOMVEN AND
SLAVES. Two people enter: Nikias and Flavia who holds his
arm

A man, wearing a long white toga, steps to them He's PANSA
(45). His deep voice ECHCES t hrough the cave.

PANSA
Fl avia, who is this man?

FLAVI A
Do not worry Pansa. He's with us.
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PANSA
(to Ni ki as)

In the name of the Christ, be
wel conme brot her.

He turns to the comunity.

PANSA
Qur sister Flavia brought a
newconer .
(to N kias)
What's your nane?

NI KI AS
Ni ki as.

PANSA
(to the community)
Pl ease, wel conme N ki as anong us.
May he be bl essed.

Everyone wel cones him

PANSA
(to N kias)

We were about to begin. Please,
join the others.

Still holding his arm Flavia follows N kias who steps
behi nd the community group and kneel s faci ng Pansa.

PANSA
| speak by the Holy Spirit
t hrough the nouth of your
servant, our father David: Wy do
the nations rage and the peoples
plot in vain? The kings of the
earth take their stand and the
rul ers gather together against
the Lord and agai nst his Anointed
One --

Suddenly, Livius appears in the crypt, followed by Cel atus,
the man of the harbor, and a cohort of soldiers.
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LI VI US
My informer was right. This kind
of political neeting is strictly
forbi dden by Rone. You,
Christians, your stubbornness and
unshakabl e obsti nacy ought to be

puni shed.
(to the soldiers)
Kill themall!

An increasing runble cones up fromthe ground, followed by
an earthquake --

Everybody i s shaken and destabilized. Rocks, dust and
torches fall down in the crypt. Livius tries to stay up but
the shaking throws himonto the floor. Flavia is scared.

Ni ki as takes her in his arns and scans the cave. He notices
the back exit. He tries to get up but falls back.

As the trenmor subsides, Nikias is the first to stand up. He
grabs Flavia's armand rushes with her to the back exit.

Li vius had seen them

Anot her earthquake --

I NT. UNDERGROUND GALLERY - NI GHT

Ni ki as and Flavia are thrown against the gallery wall but
succeed in staying up. The trenor subsides. They both
di sappear in the gallery.

EXT. POWPElIl STREETS - N GHT

Scared people is gathered in the streets as it was daytine,
tal king and praying. Nikias and Flavia are rapidly
anbul ating through the crowd.

EXT/ I NT. NAUTIUS HOUSE - N GHT

Ni ki as and Fl avia reach Nautius' house and enter the
atrium They're imedi ately called out by Nautius. He | ooks
furious.



NAUTI US
By Jupiter, where have you been?!
I've been | ooking for you
everywhere in the house! Modther
and | were scared to death!

FLAVI A
It's my fault, Nautius. | --

Ni ki as interrupts her.

NI KI AS
Don't listen to her. I'mthe
guilty one. But, there's nore
seri ous.

NAUTI US
More serious than ny sister's
[ife?!

NI KI AS
She was with me all the tinme.
Nautius, it's about Livius.

NAUTI US
VWhat Li vius?!

NI KI AS
|'"ve asked Flavia to lead ne to
the Christian community.

NAUTI US
VWhat ?!

NI KI' AS
Listen to ne. When we were there,
sol diers swarm by, |led by Livius
hi nsel f. But the nost inportant,
a man was wth him Renenber
yest erday what happened on the
har bor ? When | canme back on the
pier, | saw the ship owner
reproved by a man. The sanme who
was with Livius.

NAUTI US
But - -

60.
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NI KI' AS
The rope had been cut. It wasn't
an accident. Soneone tried to
kill you!

Nautius frowns and beckons to N kias to stop. Cctavia steps
to them and hugs Fl avi a.

OCTAVI A
My little bird. Where have you
been?

FLAVI A

I was with Nikias. It was so hot,
| asked himto take ne out for a
wal k.

OCTAVI A
(to N kias)
Thanks for protecting ny
daught er.

A servant boy (VITUS) paces to them

FLAVI A
(to Vitus)
Vitus, bring ny daughter sone
wat er .

VI TUS
(bow ng)
Yes, m stress.

Nauti us grabs N kias' arm and drags himalong into the
house.

I NT. NAUTI US' HOUSE - NAUTI US' BEDROOM - NI GHT
Nautius | eads Nikias in his bedroom

NAUTI US
Who would kill me?

NI KI AS
Face the facts. Besides your
famly, who knows you're back in
t own?

( MORE)



NI KI AS(cont ' d)
Who's involved in your father's
deat h?
(beat)
Who wants to marry Sila?

NAUTI US
But why? Why Livius then did
report all these details about ny
father's death?

NI KI' AS
Certainly to urge you to act for
revenge and get rid of you by the
sanme occasion. Tell me, who's
t hat Jucundus?

NAUTI US
A banker who used to deal with ny
father. They were both very cl ose
with Livius' father, Rufus. But

when ny father married ny nother--

He stops and thinks.

He shakes

NAUTI US
No - -
NI KI AS
What ?
NAUTI US
As a kid, | always felt sone

rivalry between ny father and
Ruf us. He was mad about ny not her
but she had chosen ny father.

hi s head.

NAUTI US
Li vius woul dn't perpetuate this
famly hatred. That woul d be
st upi d.

NI KI AS
However. Why woul dn't we pay a
visit to that Jucundus tonorrow?

62.
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NAUTI US
And to Livius to a have a cut and
dry explanation this tinme.

EXT. JUCUNDUS' HOUSE - GARDEN - DAY

JUCUNDUS (56) is a small man with shaved head. Wapped in a
wealthy toga, he is seated in a confortable chair wth
arnrests and a high back in the mddle of his garden.

A SERVANT holds a tree pal mover his head to protect him
fromthe sun. Facing him Nautius and N kias are sat on
smal | er chairs.

At the back of the bloom ng court, Jucundus' w fe, METALLA
(52) is gardening, attended by a SERVANT G RL.

Jucundus speaks with a soft cal mvoi ce.

JUCUNDUS
Mari us' dem se deeply grieved ne.
An unfortunate accident as |'ve

heard. But | still don't
under stand why you're here
Naut i us.

NAUTI US

Livius told nme that you have
denounced ny father as a traitor
to C audi us.

Jucundus can't hel p chuckli ng.

JUCUNDUS
| see. Livius, Livius, Livius.
Everybody in Ponpeii is talking
about Livius. A clever publicity
just before the elections. Just
an advi ce, young man. Never
listen to him He's a greedy and
anbi ti ous young wolf. Hi's gane is
to divide to better reign. He's
clearly ai mng C audius'
position. Think about it.

( MORE)
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They

EXT.

Naut i

JUCUNDUS( cont ' d)
What interest could | have to get
rid of your father? He was a good
friend and an excellent client.

NAUTI US
In this case, what would be
Li vius' purpose? Wiy did he tel
me all those things about you?

JUCUNDUS
I don't know. Ask him

NAUTI US
Thank you for having granted your
precious tine.

stand up.

JUCUNDUS
Do not worry. Gve ny regards to
your nother Nautius. She's ny
client now.

sal ute and Nautius and N ki as | eave.

POVPEI | STREETS - DAY
us and N kias wal k through the crowded streets.

NAUTI US
Conme on. | know you die to tel
me what you think

NI KI' AS
I don't know what to say.
Everybody | ooks suspect to ne.

NAUTI US
(smling)
You're really unm stakabl e. How
did you manage to survive in this
world of traitors?

NI KI AS
Precisely, that's what nade ne
stronger since |'ve been betrayed
by nmy own brother.

64.
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NAUTI US
Livius is |ike ny brother.

EXT. FORUM PARVI S - DAY

Nautius and N kias wal k on the crowded pl aza, |eaving the
of fice of the aediles building.

NI KI' AS
Funny way to get votes.

NAUTI US
Even aedil es need sone
entertai nnent.

EXT. LUPANAR - DAY

Nautius and N kias stop in front of a building entrance.
Erotic paintings are hangi ng above the door. TWO MEN
j oyously step out.

NI KI AS
Sorry, ny friend, but | do not
patroni ze this kind of house. Do
you want nme to wait for you?

Nautius smles, shakes his head and enters.

I NT. LUPANAR - DAY

The statue of God Priapus stands in the center of the
vestibule. On each side are small roons with a raised
platformin each.

Over each roomis a wall painting, showing the erotic act
avai l abl e for sale.

As soon as Nautius steps in, a HALF-NAKED G RL cones to hug
him He gently pushes her back.

NAUTI US
I"m | ooking for the aedile Livius
Vari us.
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HALF- NAKED G RL
(upset)
He's up there.

She indicates the stairs at the end of the passageway
leading to the first floor and shrugs. Nautius clinbs the
stairs up.

I NT. LUPANAR - FI RST FLOOR - DAY

Reaching the first floor, Nautius |ooks for Livius. He
finds himin a | arge room decorated with colorful erotic
and explicit frescoes.

Livius is laid on a stone built-in bed along with TWO NAKED
G RLS. He | ooks obviously drunk.

As soon as he sees Nautius, he raises his glass of w ne.

LI VI US

(cyni cal)
Well, Nautius! My friend! My
brot her! Something's brought you
here?

(nodding to one of the girls)
Conme and join ne!l Share her with
nme! She's from Greece. She |ikes

everyt hi ng!
NAUTI US
| cane to talk.
LI VI US
Tal k! ? Can't you see |' m busy!
(chuckl i ng)
The pure and i nnocent Nauti us!
The one everyone prefers! |'ve

heard you wanted to steal ny
future wife too?! People talks in
Ponpei i, you know.

He drinks up.
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LI VI US
Take ny advice, Nautius. Watch
about yourself or you will fare
al i ke your father.

NAUTI US
Is it a threat?

LI VI US
No, just a warning, brother.

Wth no nore attention to Nautius, Livius is back to his
erotic business. He takes a sip of w ne and kisses the
Greek girl, pouring his nouthful of wine into hers.

The wi ne runs over her breasts. She | aughs.

The other girl |eans over his stomach and runs her tongue
down hi s skin.

LI VI US
(to Nautius, not
| ooki nQg)
I think we've finished.

Qut of spite, Nautius steps out.

I NT. NAUTIUS HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY

Cctavia, attended by TWDO SERVANTS G RLS, is cooking in the
kitchen. Flavia is seated at the entrance, happily hunm ng
and pl ayi ng cithara.

Then, she smles and rearranges her hair. N kias crosses
the atriumand enters the Kkitchen.

OCTAVI A
Sonet hi ng wr ong?

NI KI AS
Do not worry. Nautius is
conversing with Livius in sone
squal id place. How cones that
man, who coul d have severa
concubi nes, is haunting brothels?



OCTAVI A

Vi ce engenders vi ce.

(beat)
| wanted to thank you for having
protected ny daughter |ast night.
Though those neetings are
i ncreasi ngly dangerous, we need
to pray in comunity.

NI KI AS
You nean that you too --

OCTAVI A
(wth a smle)
Yes, brother. But Nautius hasn't
to know. W& don't want to spoi
his social position.

NI KI' AS
| do under st and.
(beat)
W visited Jucundus this norning.
He told us you becane a client of
hi m

OCTAVI A
He insisted to carry on Mari us'
garum busi ness. But he | ooks
annoyed when | told himthat
Nauti us was back.

NI KI AS
Real | y?

OCTAVI A
Then, 1've been | ooking through
Marius' tablets and | found that
we were practically ruined. |I'm

afrai d Jucundus had invol ved ny
| at e husband in sone uncl ear
deal s.

NI KI AS
So, you living alone with Flavia,
are now quite vul nerable. |
realize why Jucundus was annoyed
about Nautius' return.

( MORE)
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NI KI AS(cont ' d)
But, one link is m ssing: what
interest could Livius have in
this story?

FLAVIA (O S.)
If we're ruined, Jucundus would
get our possessions and sel
everything to Livius, including
the garum factory.

Ast oni shed, Cctavia turns her daughter.

OCTAVI A
What are you tal ki ng about ?

NI KI' AS
(to Flavia)
How do you know all this?

FLAVI A
Metal | a, Jucundus' w fe,
cautioned ne. | net her once on

my way to the baths. She doesn't
appri ze much her husband's
schenes and | think she pities ne
t 00.

OCTAVI A
The j ackal
(to Nautius)
We nust inform Nautius at once.

NI KI' AS
W will, but without a single
proof, you won't do nuch.

OCTAVI A
But, we can't sinply sit here and
wai t .

NI KI AS
"Il talk with Nautius as soon as
he will be hone. Trust ne. And,
even if Nautius |eaves Ponpeii,
and if only you wll, 1"l stay
with you.

69.
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FLAVI A
Pl ease, say yes nother.

Nautius turns happily to Flavia.

OCTAVI A
May God bl ess you N kias. You're
wel cone in H s house and in ours.

A dimtrenor shakes them Several kitchenware fall and
smash on the tiled fl oor.

An olive oil lanp Crashes and fires the wooden table.
Ni ki as qui ckly scans the room He grabs a cloth and
exti ngui shes the commencing fire.

EXT. POWPEI| STREETS - DAY

The earthquake is felt in the streets too but, as if
Ponpei ans were now used of it, they |look |ike not noticing.

Nauti us appears around the corner. He | ooks worri ed.

I NSERT - SOVEONE' S P. O V.

Nautius is shadowed though the streets froma distance.

EXT. POWPEI| STREETS - DAY
Nauti us neets sonme people who greet him

A MAN
d ad to see back, Nauti us.

Nautius salutes the MAN. Further, a YOUNG WOMAN sel | i ng
flowers hails him

YOUNG WOVAN
Still bachel or, Nautius? Anytine
you need flowers, you know I'm

here.

Nautius smles at her, when his smle freezes. A patrol is
coming to him A DECURION | eads it.



71.

At first, Nautius is not sure that the soldiers are here
for him He stops in front of an ANGER shop and is about
to talk with the owner when the decurion accosts him

DECURI ON
In the nane of Rone, Appius
Nauti us Bel |l us, you're under
arrest.

NAUTI US
You nust be j oki ng?

Qui ckly, Nautius scans the street. People start to gather
around them sone inquisitive, other astonished.

ANGLER
(to the decurion)
What's the charge?

DECURI ON
Conspi racy agai nst C audi us.

An OLD MAN steps forwards.

OLD MAN
There shoul d be a m stake. | know
himand his father for years.

The decurion pushes hi m back.

DECURI ON
Get out of our way, old nman.

The old man falls back. People reach out to himto help him
to get up and start to gather to adnoni sh the decuri on.

Nauti us manages then to slip through the crowmd and runs.
The decurion realizes he's escaping.

DECURI ON
Stop him

The sol diers push the people back and rush after him

As a hunted fox, Nautius runs through the streets, ahead to
t he harbor.
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I NSERT - SOVEONE' S P. O V.

Nautius is still shadowed from a di stance.

EXT. POWPElI| HARBOR - DAY

Nautius arrives on the harbor. He knows perfectly where
he' s goi ng.

He runs through the piers and reaches a hol e between two
decks.

He enters the hole and ducks, waiting.

EXT. POWPEI| HARBOR - HI DEQUT - DAY

The soldiers arrive on the deck by Nautius' hiding place.
He can see soldiers sandals a few inches from him

DECURION (O S.)
Keep on | ooki ng everywhere.
Search every boat if needed!

The feet recede. No nobre voices. Nautius is about to stand
up when a hand appears from above.

VOCE (O S.)
(whi speri ng)
Cone! Qui ck!

Nauti us grabs the hand and gets out fromthe hole.

EXT. POWPElI| HARBOR - DAY

Nautius finds hinmself facing a young man, wearing sl ave
clothes. He is SERA US (17).

SERA US
My mstress had sent ne to watch
over you.

NAUTI US

Your m stress?
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SERG US
Sila.

Around his wist, Sila's red ribbon.

NAUTI US
I foll ow you.

EXT. SEASIDE - SILA' S PARENTS VI LLA - DAY

The majestic Sila's parent's villa lays by the sea. The
sprawl i ng country house is surrounded by olive groves,
vi neyards, and vegetabl e gardens.

Sergius, followed by Nautius, enters the villa.

EXT. SILA"S PARENTS VI LLA - DAY

Sergius and Nautius cross the peristyle garden where a
magni fi cent fountain sprinkles freshness.

I NT. SILA"S PARENTS VI LLA - SILA"'S BEDROOM - DAY

Nautius is introduced into a large majestic bedroomwth
view on the sea. In front of a polished mrror and attended
by a servant girl (CASTA), Sila conbs her hair. She wears a
vaporous white stola that fits every curves of her body.

Her |ips are redden.

As Nautius waits at the bedroom door with Sergius, Sila
notices themin the reflect.

SI LA
(not turning back)
Thank you Sergi us.

Ser gi us bows and steps out.

SI LA
| felt sonmething terrible would
happen to you. My guess was
right. That's why | sent Sergius
to |l ook after you. That woul d be
the last place in the world
sol di ers woul d search



NAUTI US
But -- your parents?

SI LA

They' re away for few days,
visiting sonme relatives in

Sur rent um
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Wth a smle, she sends Casta out and turns to Nauti us.

SI LA

Pl ease, cone in, Nautius.

eat you --
(1 ow voi ce)
-- yet.

I won't

Nautius steps in, not know ng what to do.

SI LA
Have a seat.

Nautius shyly sits down on a snal

SI LA

Nautius, you look like a little

st ool ,

uneasy.

boy. | hope you're braver on your
ship. Don't tell nme that's the
first time you enter a lady's

bedr oom

NAUTI US

No, but the first tinme in yours.

She stares at him

SI LA

So, your sister told N kias you

al ways loved ne. |Is that true?

Nautius lowers his eyes on the tiled floor.

NAUTI US

Only now, there's Nikias.

himny life twice. "1l

I think
he's in love with you too. | owe

be

ashanmed of nyself if I'd take you

fromhim
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SI LA
However, you ignore one thing. |
al ways | oved you too. Till 1 was

a child. And when we nmde that
vow, | took it for granted.

NAUTI US
Sila -- | nust refuse.

She sm | es.

SI LA
It's getting late. Wuld you I|ike
sharing ny nmeal ? W'l | tal k about
the good ol d days, when | didn't
scare you -- as today. I'll send
a nessage to your nother.

Nautius raise his head to her and nods. Sila slaps.

SI LA
Cast a!

The servant girl appears.

SI LA
Nautius will have dinner with ne.
Get everything ready and perfect.

Casta bows and steps out.

SI LA
(to Nautius)
At last, | will have a pl easant
dinner. Life's so boring with ny

parents.

They exchange intense smles.

EXT/I NT. SILA S PARENTS VI LLA - GARDEN - DUSK

Leaned on their elbow, Sila and Nautius are reclined on
couches, on each side of the table, finishing their dinner
by the fountain and |ighted by torches.

They both | ook slightly drunk and | augh a |ot.
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NAUTI US
-- and the tinme, in the cellar of
Sofia's inn, when you poured salt
in the wwne jar. Aurelius was ill
for three days.

SI LA
It was you, you liar!

NAUTI US
My i dea perhaps, but you did.

He drinks his crystal glass of wine up and fills hinself
sone nore.

SI LA
I found, two years ago, the
graffiti you carved on the wall
of Loreius Tiburtinus' house.
Renenber ?

NAUTI US
W were children.

SI LA

You were fifteen.

(sighs)
Three little words that nade ny
heart poundi ng just |ike when |
was ni ne.

(t hought ful)
Nautius | oves Sil a.

They stop | aughing.

NAUTI US
Sila. Tonorrow, next week, nmaybe
inanmnth, I may | eave for

years. Do not be so cruel

Sila stands up and kneels by Nauti us.

SI LA
(al nost whi speri ng)
I"'mnot cruel, Nautius. |I'mjust

a woman sinply kneel ed by the man
she | oves.
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They stare at each other.

SI LA
"Il wait for you as | always
di d.

NAUTI US
You were always with ne,
everywhere. | thought of you in

every battle. You were with nme on
the seas. But, you know this.

SI LA
There were tines, | would run
away fromlife. | did not because
| told nyself that, one day, you
will be with me.

NAUTI US

I want to be with you for the
rest of ny life.

SI LA
Then, what are you waiting for?

NAUTI US
Wi ting?
SI LA

To ki ss ne.

Their lips get closer, and closer, and closer -- to touch.
They kiss. A long and | anguorous kiss full w th tenderness
and love. In his nove, Nautius pours his glass of w ne on
the floor. The wi ne puddl es.

The puddl e of wine is shaken by a slight trenor --

I NT. SILA"S PARENTS VI LLA - SILA"S BEDROOM - NI GHT

A full noon |ights the bedroom To the beat of the waves
outside, N kias and Sila are nmaking |ove. Sila npans under
Nauti us' carnal assault and ki sses.
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SI LA
(whi speri ng)
I"myours -- You're mne --
Forever -- and ever --

LATER

Bat hed by the noonlight, Sila sleeps. Leaned on his
shoul der, Nautius tenderly stares at her.

As if she felt watched, Sila awakes and snmles at him She
gently grabs his nape of neck and pulls himto her.

They kiss with passion and make | ove agai n.

I NT. SILA"S PARENTS VI LLA - SILA"'S BEDROOM - DAY

Nauti us peacefully sleeps. Qutside, the waves keep on

br eaki ng. Daylight caresses his face, slowy waking himup.
He opens his eyes and realizes that Sila is back behind her
mrror, conbing her hair.

SI LA
Come on, sleepy head. It's past
m dday.
NAUTI US
(tired)
"' m starving.
SI LA
Casta is fixing sonething to eat.
NAUTI US
I can't believe what happened.
SI LA
(si ghi ng)

However. It did happen.

NAUTI US
| don't want to | eave anynore --

Sila beckons himto stay silent.
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NAUTI US
VWhat ?

SI LA
Can't you hear?

Nautius |istens.

NAUTI US
Not hi ng.

SI LA
(quite worried)
Yes. Not a bird is singing.

Naut i us reaches his hand to her.

NAUTI US
Cone here.

Faraway, a dog howl s. Then anot her, and anot her.
Sila and Nautius | ook to each other, surprised.

A m ghty doubl e expl osion foll owed by an earthquake shakes
everything in the bedroom --

Frightened, Sila rushes to the bed to Nautius who hol ds
her.

ANOTHER EARTHQUAKE

Nautius and Sila hug each other, rocked by the shake
i ncreasingly stronger. Around them furniture, vases,
trinkets, chairs and the mrror fall on the floor.

Sila screans, still holding Nautius.
Then, the silence --
The roomis a ness.

The earthquake is over. Nautius and Sila are both panting,
| ooki ng around, wondering what's happened. They get up.

As Nautius gets dressed, Sila hastens to the w ndow.
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SI LA
(conf used)
Nauti us --
(a beat)
It's -- snow ng.

Aghast, Nautius rushes to her.

EXT. SEASI DE - DAY

Wite flakes are slowy falling over the beach. The
spectacle is surreal.

I NT. SILA"S PARENTS VI LLA - SILA"'S BEDROOM - DAY

SI LA
It can't be snow.

Naut i us takes her hand.

NAUTI US
Cone.

He drags her out of the bedroom

EXT. SILA'S PARENTS VI LLA - GARDEN - DAY

Nautius and Sila step out in the garden. Flakes fall al
around them Nautius takes sonme of themin the palmof his
hand. It crunbles between his fingers.

NAUTI US
That's not snow. It |ooks like --
hot ash.

But Sila doesn't listen to him She |ooks to the north. She
slowy steps back and bunps into Nautius. He turns to her
and | ooks in the sanme direction.

Casta, Sergius and the other slaves join them

The Mount Vesuvi us top has expl oded sending a gigantic
cloud as black as ink in the blue sumer sky.

SI LA
What ' s happeni ng Nauti us?
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NAUTI US
Vul can -- has wakened.

They hol d each other hand, squeezing hard.

EXT. POWPElI| STREETS - DAY

Peopl e has gathered in the streets, staring and enjoying
t he spectacle, comenting on what they see in small groups.

Some try to catch the ash that starts to cover the
cobbl est one, banteri ng.

Shop owners coll ect pieces of their nmerchandise fall during
t he earthquake. O hers keep on going at their business as
not hi ng has happened.

It is busy, yet no one seens to be in a hurry. In Ponmpeii,
everyday |ife goes on.

EXT. POWPElI|l STREETS - NAUTIUS' HOUSE - DAY

Ni kias and Cctavia are in the street in front of their
house, watching the eruption cloud. Flavia holds her
nother's arm scared.

FLAVI A
What do you see, nother?

OCTAVI A
The nmount is in fire. God is
speaking to us as he did to
Mobses.

NI KI' AS
I'"d rather say that Mdther Nature
i s warni ng Ponpeii about her
sins.

OCTAVI A
If only Nautius were with us.

She coughs.
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NI KI' AS
A sl ave brought ne a nessage from
Sila. He's with her, hiding from

Livius' soldiers. He'll be safe
as long he'll stay there.
(beat)

I think we'd better shelter.

OCTAVI A
I maybe have a better idea.

EXT. GLADI ATORS' BARRACKS - DAY

In the large courtyard outside the gladiators' barracks,
Cal adus, Sallust, Crescens, and Nero train with others.
They all gaze at the vol cano.

The dark cloud is nmaking his way to Ponpeii. Sall ust
happi |l y dances under the ashfall.

SALLUST
Vul can is honored that we're
fighting for him
(to Nero)
Kid, he predicts for you a w nner
career!

NERO
Are you sure that is honor he's
showi ng us? Look rather |ike
wath to ne.

Cal adus takes him by the shoul ders.

CALADUS
(showi ng Sal | ust)
Cone on, Nero. Dance with the
satyr. And every girl in town
will fall into your arnmns.

Crescens joins Sallust’s dance, under Cal adus' | augh.
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Li vius wat ches the volcano by his office wi ndow with
Cel atus. The sky is shaken with thunder. Livius |ooks
j oyful.

LI VI US
Very good, indeed. If fear takes
over the city, people will need a
savior, a man to |lead them
t hrough this hardship.

As the snoke gets closer and covers the sky, daylight
decr eases.

CELATUS
Don't you think we'd better get
away ?

LI VI US
Are you crazy? Are you afraid of
a fire?
(showi ng the city)
I thought you were smarter than
t hose stupids.

He turns to Cel atus.

LI VI US
VWhat about Nauti us?

CELATUS
He's sinply di sappeared.

LI VI US
Is that case, let's find another
ganme to hunt. You know where his
nother is living, don't you?

CELATUS
The Greek is living there.

LI VI US
He's just a G eek.

83.
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CELATUS
I'"ve heard he knows how to defend
hi nsel f.

LI VI US

Then, kill him

INT. SOFIA'S INN - DAY

Exasperated, Sofia is behind her counter, collecting pieces
of broken jars bathed in the wine on the floor.

The inn is enpty. The custoners all stand in front of the
doorway, watching outside.

Suddenly, by the trapdoor giving way to the cellar, a
mul titude of squeaking rats energes and spreads directly
to the inn entrance.

SOFI A
Aur el ius! Aurelius!

Li npi ng, Aurelius enters the inn, restless, avoiding the
rats.

AURELI US
Sofia, you should see that! The
mount is on fire! Ash is falling
ever ywher e!

SCFI A
And let the place to the robbers?
| don't care about that cursed
nmount or ash. You'd better help
me to sweep all this up. Rats are
swar m ng now.

Aurelius is about to help when they hear shouts and screans
fromthe street. People start to run away.

AURELI| US
Sofia, it's raining stones now

SOFI A
What are you tal ki ng about ?
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AURELI US
It's raining stones!

Sofia gets up and | ooks outside. Small rocks fall on the
ash covered cobbl estones. Sofia and Aurelius step to the
door.

Aurelius picks up one stone and have a look at it: a
whitish petrified stone (lapilli) of about 0.4 inch.

AUREL| US
It's warm

Sofia points at the street.
SCFI A
Look!
EXT. POWPEI| STREETS - DAY
Peopl e run everywhere through the streets, trying to avoid
the roaring fall of hot stones of now various sizes.
INT. SOFIA'S I NN - DAY

SCFI A
Cl ose every wi ndow and the door!
Ley's stay in! We'll be safer
t han out si de!

As Aurelius closes a window, a WOVAN outside is strike by a
bi gger rock on the head. Her face in blood, she screans and
col | apses on the street.

Scared, Aurelius closes the shutter.

EXT. PLINIUS VILLA - GAIUS BEDROOM - DAY

In his bedroom the young Gaius, seated at a table, has
fell asleep over sone scrolls.

A servant (PAPIRIUS) rushes in, panting.

PAPI Rl US
Master! Master! Wake up!
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Gai us wakes up in a junp.

GAI US
(drowsy)
VWhat tinme is it, Papirius?

PAPI Rl US
Two hours after m dday. Your
uncle is requesting you!

Gaius gets up and foll ows Papiri us.

EXT. PLINIUS S VILLA - DAY

Plinius is with his sister and Valerius on the villa's
uppernost terrace, scrutinizing over the bay.

As soon as Gaius arrives, the only thing he sees is that
huge tall black and gray snoke col um over the bay.

GAl US
Uncle, what's that? A fire?

PLI NI US
(not turning back)
A nountain | ooks it has expl oded.

GAl US
The Vesuvi us?

PLI NI US
(not turning back)
I don't know. Didn't you hear
t hat bl ast one hour ago?

GAI US
Huh -- 1 was buried in ny studies.

PLI NI US

(not turning back)
It resenbled a pine tree nade of
sand and ash. It expands
|aterally certainly because of
its weight.

(excited)
This is extraordinary!

( MORE)
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PLI NI US(cont ' d)
As a scientist, | have to see
this closer at hand.
(he turns to Gaius)
Wul d you |i ke to acconpany ne?

GAI US
(rather scared)
| have rather go on with ny work.

PLI NI US
As you will.
(to Val erius)
Valerius, | want a |light vessel

to be ready first off.

VALERI US
Yes sir.

Val erius salutes and | eaves the terrace.

SABI NA
Brother, | have a bad feeling
about it.

Plinius faces Sabina and takes her ny the shoul ders.

PLI NI US
The nature of things, that is
life. My life.

(with a smle)
Everything's going to be fine.

Gaius can't get his eyes off the snoke.

EXT. SILA'S PARENTS VI LLA - ATRI UM - DAY

Nautius and Sila haven't nove. They keep staring at the
bl ack snoke tore with Iightning comng to them

NAUTI US
It | ooks over Ponpeii. | nust
rejoin ny famly.

SI LA
Don't you think we'd be safer by
t he sea?
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NAUTI US
My not her and Fl avia shoul d need
ne.
SI LA
They're with Nikias. | need you
t 0o.
NAUTI US
(sorry)
I nust go.
SI LA
| go with you. | don't want to

stay al one.
(turning to Casta)
Stay here. If needed, run away.

CASTA
(bow ng)
Yes, m stress.

EXT. SEASIDE - SILA' S PARENTS VI LLA - DAY

The sea has receded fromthe seashore, |eaving fishes
stranded on the sand. In the distance, the waters are
stormy, big waves break

SI LA
Even the sea is getting wld! Is
this the end of the world?

NAUTI US
| don't know

They start to run to the city.

EXT. MARI NA GATE - DAY

As Nautius and Sila reach the Marina Gate, pumce begins to
rain on them They pass a SOLDI ER who guards the city.

An earthquake shakes them --

The soldier flees away, abandoning his post.
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EXT. POWPEI | STREETS - DAY (NI GHTFALL)

The nore Nautius and Sila run through the city, the nore
obscureness increases, the snoke spreading over. Streets
are rife of ash that gathers on the ground and penetrates
ever ywher e.

Peopl e pack their stuff on carriages. The horses, whinnying,
are getting nmad. Unending trenors go on unabated, shaking
bui | di ngs and peopl e.

An OLD WOVMAN hugs a chest as she'd carried a baby. CGold
coins spill out as she runs.

A MAN drags a FAI NT WOVAN.

A YOUNG A RL runs ahead of Nautius and Sila, fleeing for
her life, with white face and streamng hair.

A great BLACK SLAVE cones swiftly around a corner and runs
into Sila and knocks her over. He flies on w thout | ooking
back. Nautius helps Sila to get up.

Many nmen, wonen and children are laid on the cobbl estones.
Sonme are dead, others are sinply wounded.

They're crying, nmoaning, inploring the Gods. In the houses,
dogs how i ng.

TH S IS HELL

The whistling lithic rain is such that Nautius and Sila
have to shelter under a portico. At the sane nonent, a
section of wall falls right in front of them smashing
apart.

Sila hugs Nautius. Anmong the wall stones, Nautius notices a
wood shutter. Wth precaution, he reaches for it and hol ds
it upon his head.

NAUTI US
(to Sila)
Hold nme tight!

But Sila won't |eave him She still hugs him They both
advance in the street, protected by the strange shield and
cross the Tenple of Apollo.
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SI LA
Wiy the Gods are so hard-hearted
with us?!

EXT. FORUM PARVI S - DAY (NI GHTFALL)

Nautius and Sila reach the Forum plaza, incredibly enpty.
The now thick ash stratum binds themto walk as they were
on snow. Because of the quakes, buildings start to crack.

EXT. POWPEII VI A D STABI AE - DAY (NI GATFALL)

Two carriages nmeshed together with wild horses bl ock the
street. People try to unbl ock them

FI RST MAN
CGet out of the way!

A MAN is stroke by a rock on the head. His skull expl odes.
A WOMAN by hi m shri eks.

Nautius and Sila pass by them w thout noticing. Suddenly,
Sila collapses against a wall, blaring. Nautius turns to
her. She hol ds her ankle, panting.

SI LA
I"ve hurt nmy foot against a rock.

Nautius | eaves his plank, |eans over her, and hel ps her to
get up.

NAUTI US
W' re alnost there. I'Il carry
you.

She grabs him stands up and they resune advanci ng.

I NT. NAUTIUS' HOUSE - DAY (NI GHTFALL)

Nautius and Sila finally reach Nautius' house. Panting, he
hel ps her to sit on the tiled floor.

NAUTI US
I"I'l be right back.
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She sinply grins, coughing. Nautius |eaves her and searches
every roomin the house, calling.

NAUTI US
Mot her! Fl avial N ki as!

No answer. The entire house is a ness too. Soneone runs
behind him Nautius turns back and sees Vitus running as he
had the devil on his tail.

NAUTI US
Vi t usl!

Vitus freezes as caught in the act.

NAUTI US
Vitus! Where are ny nother and
sister?
VI TUS
(scared)
They've left you a note in your
bedr oom
NAUTI US

Where were you goi ng?

VI TUS
Nowher e nmaster.

NAUTI US
Good. Stay in the stables and
take care of ny horse Aquil o.

VI TUS
But -- Master --

NAUTI US
Do you prefer being in the streets
and get a stone on your skull?

VI TUS
No, Mhaster.

NAUTI US
Then, obey!

Vitus starts to wal k away.
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NAUTI US
Vi t us!
Vitus turns back
VI TUS
Yes, Master.
NAUTI US

If 1'"mnot com ng back, consider
yoursel f as a freednman.

VI TUS
Very well, Master

Wth a smle, Nautius watches Vitus turning back and
di sappearing around a wall. He nakes a beeline to his
bedr oom

I NT. NAUTIUS' HOUSE - NAUTI US' BEDROOM - DAY (NI GHTFALL)

On his bed, a wax tablet. He picks it up and reads it. He
suddenly | ooks annoyed. He drops the tablet on his bed,
gets his sword, his shield, and | eaves the room

I NT. NAUTIUS' HOUSE - DAY (NI GHTFALL)

Nauti us conmes back to Sila who's coughi ng.

SI LA
They' re not here?

Nauti us shakes his head and hel ps Sila to stands up.

NAUTI US
They're down in the cataconbs
beyond Sarnus Gate.

She puts her sandal on the floor and presses on it.

SI LA
I"mfine though I'mhardly
br eat hi ng.

NAUTI US

That's t he ash.
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They both step out the house, protected by Nautius' shield
he hol ds above them

EXT. POWPEI | STREETS - DAY (NI GHTFALL)

The daylight dinms increasingly. Ashes fall thicker and
thicker. Around the corner, Nautius and Sila face a cohort
of soldiers |led by Cel atus.

CELATUS
(showi ng Nauti us)
Sei ze him

The soldiers start to spread around Nautius when a runble
rises fromthe ground.

AN EARTHQUAKE

The sol diers stagger, trying to stay up, when the house by
themfalls apart. Big stones coll apse, smashing two of
t hem

The rest of the cohort spreads away, |eaving Cel atus al one.
He unsheat hes his sword, facing Nautius.

CELATUS
At | ast.

Nauti us raises his eyes and steps back.

CELATUS
Are you afraid, navarch?

A section of wall collapses and crushes him Only his hand
remai ns fromunder the rubble.

SI LA
That was Livius' right hand.

Wthout a word, Nautius drags her down the street.

INT. SOFIA'S I NN - DAY (NI GHTFALL)

Lighted by a torch, Sofia and Aurelius are cling to the
counter in the inn, waiting for the next quake.



94.

Looki ng up, they listen, worried, to the TICKING of the
pum ce falling on the roof and the CRACKI NG of the ceiling.

I NSERT

Ash m xed with pum ce amasses and covers the roof of the
inn. The accumul ation starts to weight on the tinber roof
i ke heavy snowfall.

EXT. POWPEI | STREET (VI A DELL' ABONDANZA) - DAY (NI GHTFALL)

Sila keeps on coughing as they rush through a | ong and
crowded street to the gate opposite to the Vesuvi us.

There, TWO MEN fight for a horse. One of themtakes his
dagger out and stabs the other in the chest.

As the dying man coll apses in the ash, the nurderer nounts
the horse and rides away at full gallop, mssing close
Nautius and Sil a.

Here, robbers take the advantage of the panic for attacking
peopl e bringing their goods and jewelry with them

When they see Nautius coming to them his sword in hand,
they sinply step back to |l et them pass.

El sewhere, people run and push each other.

Nautius and Sila keep on wal king in the accunul ated ash.

EXT. GLADI ATORS' BARRACKS - DAY (NI GHTFALL)

In the gladiators' barracks, Crescens and Sallust are stil
unconsciously training with wooden sword, sheltered from
the lapilli.

Cal adus is sat on the floor, holding Nero. As he was
suffering of asthma, the young gladiator can't breath and
has a bad cough.

H s eyes are crying. His leg is badly burned. Cal adus does
what he can to reassure him Helnets, shields, and
different gl adi ators weapons are piled in a corner.
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CALADUS
Tonorrow, |'I1 pray the Gods to
get you well.

Ner o keeps on coughi ng.

EXT. POVPEI| BORDER WALL - NI GHT

The obscureness settles. Nautius and Sila stop in front the
| arge tonbstone | eading to the cataconbs.

The tonbstone has col | apsed and now obstructs the way down
to the gallery. Nautius gets pale.

SI LA
Maybe they didn't have tine to
get in.

NAUTI US
| hope so.

SI LA
You wi Il see them again. But why
woul d they shelter there? Wat's
so peculiar in this place?

NAUTI US
My not her, Flavia and Ni ki as have
adopted the Christian faith. That
was the place where they used to

neet .
SI LA

So, there's still hope.
NAUTI US

Wy ?
SI LA

A sl ave of m ne shares the sane
belief. They have another | ocus
to neet. A boat chanber by the

beach. But we have to cross the
city again.
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NAUTI US
| don't care. | have to find
t hem

She sadly smles at him

SI LA
| just realize we passed in front
of Loreius Tiburtinus' house.

Nautius wi pes the ash off his brow and smles back to her.

NAUTI US

Listen Sila. Do you trust ne?
SI LA

O course, | do.
NAUTI US

Try to reach Stabiae and ask for
a man called Tuccius Scaeva. He's
a friend of ny father. 1'Il get
you there later.

He hands her his shield.

SI LA
| don't want to | eave you
Naut i us.

NAUTI US

In fact, that's not Vul can who

has awoke, but rather Hades.
(reassuring)

I'"l'l be fine. But if |I'm not

com ng back, live for both of us.

Nautius doesn't let the tine to Sila to answer. He ki sses
her and rushes back. He disappears into the darkness,
| eaving Sila disabl ed.

EXT. POWPEI| STREET (VI A DELL' ABONDANZA) - DAY
( NI GHTFALL)

Nautius is back in hell. He starts to cough. He holds his
throat and heads for a fountain. There's no water running.
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He keeps on advancing, sinking in the ash to his ankles.
Further, a tavern is still open. Patrons |ook lively.

Nautius steps to it.

I NT. TAVERN OF THE COCK - DAY (NI GHTFALL)

As not hing had ever happens, life goes on in the tavern.
Though they are coughing, custoners drink, play dices, and
chat happily. Sone are even drunk or with prostitutes.

Nauti us heads for the bar. The TAVERN- KEEPER wel cones hi m
war mheartedl y.

TAVERN- KEEPER
Hail, ny good man. Not a weat her
for hangi ng out. Neverthel ess, |
have never been that busy for
years. \What woul d you |ike?

NAUTI US
(coughi ng)
Anything, | don't care. Just need
to dry ny throat up.

The tavern-keeper takes an anphora out his counter and
proudly shows it to Nautius.

TAVERN- KEEPER
What do you think? Vesuvi num
Vesuvi us w ne.

NAUTI US
(coughi ng)
| don't carel

The tavern-keeper fills a nug. Nautius drinks it up in one
gulp and hit the bar with the nug.

NAUTI US
Anot her!

The tavern-keeper fills it again. Nautius drinks it up the
same way and clears his throat.
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TAVERN- KEEPER
What's wong with you people
t oday? Looks |ike everybody wants
to get drunk.

Nautius puts a gold coin on the counter and | eaves the
house.

TAVERN- KEEPER
Thank you ny good | ord. You'l
al ways be wel cone!

INT. PLINIUS' S VILLA - DAY

Wearing his arnor, Plinius is about to |leave his villa when
Val erius conmes back, followed by a YOUNG MAN.

VALERI US
Sir, a nessenger for you.

The nessenger steps to Plinius and hands hima letter.
Plinius reads it and gets grave.

PLI NI US

(to Val erius)
We change our plans. My friend
Tascius' wife, Rectinae, is
calling for help, terrified by
the | oom ng danger com ng from
t he Vesuvi us. She has no way out
except by boat and begs ne to get
her away. Ponpeians w |l need us.
I want every avail able ship ready
at once!

Val erius salutes and steps back. Plinius turns to the
atrium

PLI NI US
Luci us!

LUCI US appears. He's a young man of the sanme age than
Gai us.

PLI NI US
You're coming with me. I'Il need
you to quote everything I'll say.
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LUCI US
But --

Plinius severely stares at him Lucius doesn't insist
anynore.

EXT. POWPEI| STREET (VI A DELL' ABONDANZA) - DAY
( NI GHTFALL)

Several houses are now abl aze and col | apsi ng. Broad sheets
of fire leap into the dark sky. Darkness anplifies over the
city.

Nauti us wal ks against the walls to avoid the hail stones.
Passing in front of a house, he notices that the door is
open.

Torches burn inside. Nautius steps in.

I NT. ABANDONED HOUSE - DAY (NI GHTFALL)

Nauti us paces straight to the torches and takes one. He is
about to step out when he hears a nuffl ed sound.

A BABY BABBLE - -

Intrigued, Nautius advances towards a room and enters.
Lighting the place up, he scans the room

On the floor, a WOMMAN is laid with her BABY in the arns.
Nauti us reaches for her.

NAUTI US
Are you alright?

No answer.
NAUTI US
Lady, are you alright?
He | eans over the stone-still woman and slowy turns her to
him Awfully burned on one face of her skull, she's been

di sfigured by the fire.

Horrified, Nautius junps back. Taking over, he | eans again
over the body and picks up the baby.
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She's a beautiful baby girl wapped in a blanket, unaware
of the dread around. Nautius, puts his sword in his belt,
takes her in his armand wal ks out.

EXT. POVPEI| STREET (VI A DELL' ABONDANZA) - DAY
(NI GHTFALL)

The baby in his armand holding the torch, Nautius nekes
his way through the ashfall.

A MAN appears fromthe darkness, running as a mani ac.
Nautius has just the tine to get out of his way. The baby
starts crying. Nautius feels enabl ed.

EXT. GLADI ATORS' BARRACKS - DAY (NI GHTFALL)

Crescens and Sal | ust stare at the blazing Vesuvius top.
Nero is still badly coughing and gasps in Cal adus' arns.

CRESCENS
It really |Iooks like a huge fire.

NERO
(coughi ng)
It's not just a fire. Vulcan is
puni shing Ponpeii to have | ost
itself into sin and debauch

SALLUST
But -- Venus rules the city.

NERO
(coughi ng)
W' re dooned.
(grimaci ng)
My leg hurts.

Suddenly, people enter the arcade. About twenty nen, wonen
and children, led by an el der woman: EUMACHI A (58).

She wears a weal thy bl ackened stola, a veil on her head,
jewel s, and a heavy eneral d neckl ace.

Sal | ust cones to her and kneel s.



Eumachi a' s peopl e spread in the arcade,
The el der woman notices Nero who's still

t hither.

SALLUST
Pri est ess Eunmchi a. Be wel cone
anong us.

EUVACHI A
Mercury is thank. Someone, at
| ast, wel cones us. Everyone is
| ocked up or gone. My house has
col | apses and many of ny servants
are dead.

SALLUST
(standi ng up)
Qur nodest place wel cones you
warm y.

EUMACHI A
Is he alright?

CALADUS
He received a | arge burning stone
on the leg and now suffers from
t he ash.

Eumachi a kneel s by him

EUMACHI A
May | ?

CALADUS
Pl ease, Hi gh Priestess.

He stands up.

EUVACHI A
Sinply call me Eunmachia. Do you
have any water left?

CALADUS
Not a drop.

101.

sitting hither and

coughi ng.

He sighs as Eumachia takes Nero in her arns and tries to

confort

Qut si de,

Ner o.

in the courtyard, lapilli get thicker.



102.

CALADUS
| don't think the roof will stand
t hat thi ckness.

CRESCENS
Where el se do you want to go?

CALADUS
Don't know. If we stay here, the
tiles will sure crash us.

Crescens puts his hel net on, rushes outside, braving the
hai | stone, check the roof out and runs back.

CRESCENS
It's rather narrow. It'l]|
W t hst and.

CALADUS
It you say so. Let's pray
Jupi ter.

Cal adus lights a pinch of herb in an incense plate.

EXT. MEDI TERRANEAN SEA - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG

A dozen of ships are putting out the stormy sea, pointing
directly to the Vesuvius. Taking the |ead, a quadrirene:
the "Stella".

EXT. "STELLA" DECK - DAY

Settled in an arnthair and facing the raging sea, Plinius
| ooks inperturbable. Just behind him Lucius is taking
not es.

PLI NI US

(dictating)
Shaped as a pine tree, the high
cloud has a long trunk from which
spread sone branches. Its own
wei ght causes it to spread
si deways. The bl ack and white
tones let suppose it is nade out
of sand and ash.
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Al t hough the rolling, Lucius quotes, quivering. From bel ow
t he deck, the hortator drum BEATS the sailing.

The eruption cloud is getting closer.

PLI NI US

(dictating)
Wnd is blow ng south. O herw se,
we coul d hear the roaring of the
nount ai n.

(poi nting ahead)
Look! Hail stones! Big as pigeon
eggs!

Fromthe distance, lapilli ook Iike hail.

EXT. MEDI TERRANEAN SEA - DAY

The "Stella", followed by the other ships, holding her
course directly into danger, is sunk by the eruption cloud.
EXT. "STELLA" DECK - DAY (NI GHTFALL)

Ash falls onto the "Stella" now, darker and denser the
cl oser he sails.

The vol cano roar is now deafening. Lapilli and rocks swoop
down on the deck, but Plinius, though his eyes are crying
because of the ash dust, doesn't nove.

From t he bel ow deck doorway Lucius calls for Plinius.

LUCI US
Mast er Gai us! You nust npve down
to the bel ow deck! You won't see
anyt hi ng anynor e!

Exasperated, Plinius decides to descend.

I NT. "STELLA" CABIN - DAY (NI GHTFALL)

Down in the near-darkness, the sailors listen to the
drumm ng of the stones above them

Irritated, Plinius snoky face appears through the doorway.
He first addresses to Val erius.
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PLI NI US
Keep steering for Ponpeii harbor!

VALERI US
W can't Sir! The sea is shoal
We're hardly row We'll be unable
to | and because of the debris!
Ponpeii is surely already buried!
The men want to return hone!

PLI NI US
As Virgil said: fortune favors
the brave. Head for Stabiae!

Val erius' face gets drawn.

INT. SOFIA'S INN - DAY

Dust and ash start to fall fromthe ceiling. Threatening
cracking is heard. The torch flanes di m

Aurelius lights another one and raises it to the tinber.

AURELI US
The roof is going to coll apse.

SOFI A
I"m so scared.

AURELI US
We' d better get out.

Sofia just nods. Aurelius paces to the door and unlocks it.

Aurelius tries to open it, but the door won't budge. Wth
all his forces, he pushes and pulls the door, but nothing
happens.

SOFI A
VWhat are you waiting for? Open
t hat door!

AURELI US
(forcing)
It won't budge! The ashes-- have
bl ocked up the threshol d!



105.

Sofia conmes to himand hel ps him They both gather their
forces. Wthout success.

The cracki ng above themintensifies.

SOFI A
What are we going to do?

AURELI US

(poi nting)
The cel |l ar.

EXT. POWPEI| STREETS - DAY ( DARKNESS)

In Ponpeii streets, and al though the burning houses, it is
now conpl ete darkness, just like a roomwhen it's shut up
and all the lights put out.

Thanks to his torch, Nautius, the baby in his arm can see
wher e he goes.

On his way, he lights on the walls election notices
scrawled in flamng red letters.

Al'l around, he just can hear shrieks of wonen, screans of
the children and the shouts of nmen. Sone call for their
children, their parents, their husbands. Sone pray the CGods
for sake.

EXT. FORUM PARVI S - DAY (NI GHTFALL)

Nauti us reaches the Forum As the area is larger than the
narrow streets, the darkness is lighter.

Suddenl y, sonething bothers Nautius. In fact, the |ack of
sonet hi ng.

Ash and lapilli fall has stopped --

Haggard, Nautius |ooks all around him People have stopped
runni ng and shouting. Sonme even stare at the vol cano,
cheering and enbracing.

MAN
It's over! It's over!
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ANOTHER MAN
Apol | o has heard our prayers!

A COUPLE passes by Nautius. He approaches the WOVAN.

NAUTI US
I found that baby. Wuld you take
care of her? Her nother's dead.
She needs soneone.

Moved by the baby girl, the fat woman (LUPA) takes her in
her arns and shows her to her husband who holds a small oi

| anp.

LUPA
VWhat' s her nane?

NAUTI US
| can't tell. But | would cal
her Fortunata. The |ucky one.
Take care of her and get out of
that town while you can

LUPA
Ve will., W will.

Nautius is already gone.

I NT. NAUTIUS HOUSE - DAY (NI GHTFALL)

Nautius enters his house. Half of the vestibul e has
col l apsed. The kitchen is in flanes.

Nauti us crosses the atrium and heads for the stables.
There, he finds Vitus taking care of the nervous and
whi nnyi ng bl ack steed, trying to confort it.

Vitus junps when he sees Nauti us.

VI TUS
Master, | knew you woul d be back.
| took a good care of Aquilo as
you' d asked.

NAUTI US

Saddl e her.
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Vitus puts a bl anket on the black steed and gets the reins
r eady.

VI TUS
I's your nother safe?

NAUTI US
| don't know, Vitus. | don't
know.

Nauti us takes the reins and | eads the steed out the
stables. Vitus stays inside. Nautius turns to him

NAUTI US
Vit us.

VI TUS
Yes, Master.

NAUTI US

What are you doi ng?

VI TUS
I"mwaiting for your return.

NAUTI US
You don't have to anynore. | free
you, Vitus. Take your chance and

flee.
He takes the ring out his finger and hands it to Vitus.

NAUTI US
Take it. It'll may be useful to
you.

Vitus conplies and takes the Enperor ring.

VI TUS
Thank you, Master.

NAUTI US
I'"m not your master anynore. o!

Asking no nore, Vitus runs away.
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EXT. POWPEI | STREETS - DAY (NI GHTFALL)

Ashfall has start again. Nautius rides through Ponpei
deserted streets. The bl ack steed can hardly wal k because
of the ash thickness.

Al'l around him roofs begin to collapse. The ash
extingui shes the fires, |eaving colums of snoke anong the
r ui ns.

Around a corner, a M DDLE- AGED MAN stops Nautius, bl ocking
his way, arms spread.

M DDLE- AGED VAN
Hey you! Ten thousands sesterces
for your horsel!

NAUTI US
No way, sorry.

M DDLE- AGED MAN
Twenty thousands sesterces for
your horse!

He takes a wooden chest out his cloak and opens it. It's
filled with shiny gold coins.

NAUTI US
| said no.

CGetting mad, the m ddl e-aged man cl oses the chest and
unsheat hes a | arge sword.

M DDLE- AGED MAN
G ve nme your horsel

Nauti us kicks on his steed flanks. The bl ack horse gall ops
ahead, hustling the m ddl e-aged man on the side, hurling
hi m agai nst a wal | .

INT. SOFIA'S I NN CELLAR - DAY (NI GHTFALL)

Down in the cellar, enbraced to each other, Sofia and
Aurelius listen to the collapse thud of the house above
t hem
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AURELI US
W' re trapped.

SCFI A
We had enough food and w ne
supplies to survive for days.

She lights the place up with the torch. On the cellar
wal I s, shelves of food and anphoras.

AURELI US
As long as we have air to
br eat he.

EXT. POWPEI | HARBOR - DAY (NI GHTFALL)

Boardi ng the deserted piers, nost of the ships and boats
are in flanes, laying on the sand.

Nauti us' bl ack steed heads for the boat houses.

Trenors are still shaking the town.

EXT. POWPEI | HARBOR - BOATHOUSE - DAY (NI GHTFALL)

A cohort of soldiers is spread around, surrounding a
boat house. Livius |eads them He | ooks nmad.

Nautius arrives and disnounts. He directly paces to Livius.

LI VI US
(to Nautius)
Don't you dare approach! Were is
Sila?! Did you forsake her to her
fears by cowardi ce?!

NAUTI US
What are you doi ng here?!

LI VI US
My friend! My brother! No doubt,
t he sanme thing than you.
Christians are gathered in there.
["1l whip themout first and
then, 1'Il take care of you

( MORE)
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LI VI US(cont' d)
I know your nother and sister are
in therel Even that Geek friend
of yours! They'll all get what
t hey deserve. If they want to be
martyrs, fair with nel!

NAUTI US
But, why Livius, why?!

LI VI US

Way?! You still wonder why?! Your
father took the woman m ne | oved.
Al'l his life he's been |iving
wi th that burden before he killed
hi nsel f!

(showi ng the boat house)
That wonman inside should be ny
not her by now But, you see,
t oday, she nmeans nothing for ne!
Not hi ng but hatred.

An earthquake roars and twitters all and everyone around --

As sone soldiers stunble on the sand, a kind of snal
tsunam unfurls on the beach, destabilizing severa
sol di ers.

Rocks m xed with liquid |lava start to fall around and
expl ode.

A soldier is strike by one of them He's a human torch. The
soldiers begin to really get scared.

FI RST SOLDI ER
Nept une and Vul can join now their
forces to anni hilate us!

SECOND SOLDI ER
Let's get out of here! CQur
famlies need us!

TH RD SOLDI ER
You're right!

He flees away. He is soon imtated by the others soldiers,
abandoni ng their weapons on the sand.
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LI VI US
Conme back, you cowards! You'l
all end down the arena along with
t he |ions!

NAUTI US
(to Livius)
Can't you see you're on your own
now?

LI VI US
You won't take Sila away from ne
as your father took away Octavi a!

Li vi us unsheathes his sword. Nautius hesitates for a while,
trying to avoid a confrontation, but as Livius throws
hinself onto him he realizes he has no choice. Nautius
takes his sword out his belt and faces Livius.

NAUTI US
We don't have to, Livius! W're
bl ood br ot her s!

LI VI US
(chuckl i ng)
You al ways had everything you
want ed. Honors, a good nane, a
loving famly! And what do | got?
Not hi ng! You've stole ne all this
since you're a child! You ruined

my |ife!

Sword in hand, Livius stretches forward onto Nautius who
avoi ds the strike.

NAUTI US
Li sten, Livius! | don't want to
fight with you

LI VI US
Because I"'mgoing to kill you,
br ot her ?!

NAUTI US

Because | don't want to kill you!
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Their swords spark in the obscure day. Livius |ooks nadder
than ever. He whirls around with his sword, neking Nautius
steppi ng back and falling on the sand.

Livius strikes onto him but Nautius avoids it and throws
hi msel f asi de.

NAUTI US
Livius, stop it!

LI VI US
You're as coward as chi cken!

Nauti us gets up when anot her earthquake shakes the beach,
throwing the two nmen on the sand. Nautius is the first one
to recover and get up. He steps to Livius.

NAUTI US
Li sten, Livius! This is nonsense!

Li vius grabs a handful of sand and sends it in Nautius'
face. Blinded by the sand, Nautius steps back and drops his
sword. Livius paces to himand is going to deadly strike
when - -

Li vius stares w de-eyed and gaggi ng at Nautius' seething
Vi sage.

He | ooks down his chest. A bloody javelin point cones out
his chest --

Li vius kneels, grimacing and noani ng. He col |l apses, face in
t he sand, dead.

Nauti us doesn't understand. Sila cones out fromthe
ashfall. She steps to Livius.

S| LA
(to Livius)
I think we've finished!

Nautius w pes the sand off his face and sees Sila rushing
to him

SI LA
I love you Nautius. W are part
of each other now. ['ll live only

if youll live.
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She kneels in the sand and hugs him They enbrace each
ot her. She helps himto stand up.

Nauti us takes her hand and drags her along inside the
boat house.

I NT. BOATHOUSE - DAY (NI GHTFALL)

Nautius and Sila enter the boathouse where about forty
persons are gathered. Serenity reigns here. They're all on
the knees, praying as one in front of Pansa.

Nautius rapidly scans the place and sees Cctavia, Flavia
and Ni kias. They're praying with the others. Nautius rush
to them

They barely turn their heads to him

NAUTI US
Mot her, we nust go! We have to
| eave the city! W can't wait!

Cctavi a keeps on nuttering sone prayer

NAUTI US
Fl avia, Ni kias! Tell her!
NI KI AS
(serene)

W' || stay here, ny friend.

NAUTI US
The nountai n! She coul d expl ode
at any nonent!

NI KI AS
(serene)
Sorry.
NAUTI US

Mot her, pl ease!

OCTAVI A
(not | ooki ng)
W have no fear, Nauti us.
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NAUTI US
Death is all around.

OCTAVI A
(not | ooki ng)
W will be saved.

NAUTI US
Saved?
NI KI AS
(serene)
The Lord, our Lord, wll save us
all .
NAUTI US

You have to cone. Flavia, be
W se. Listen to the nopuntain
roar.

FLAVI A
Do not insist brother.

NAUTI US
Ni ki as --

NI KI' AS
G with Sila, Nautius. |I'm
staying wwth the woman | really
| ove.
(taking Flavia' s hand)
I won't forsake her.

NAUTI US
Mot her, | --

Sila puts her hand on his shoul der.

SI LA
Nautius. We nust go.

Nautius | ooks at his nother, at Flavia, at N kias. They al
| ook Iighthearted. In fact, |ike everyone in the boathouse.
Rel uctantly, Nautius lets Sila pulling himby the hand on

t he way out.
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EXT. POVPEI|l HARBOR - BOAT HOUSE - DAY (NI GHTFALL)
Nautius and Sila pace to the black steed.

S| LA
W have to reach Surrentum at
once and find ny parents.

EXT. STABI AE HARBOR - DAY

As soon as Plinius, Lucius and Val erius have debarked,
Plinius is welconmed by an el der man who enbraces him H's
name i s POVPONI ANANUS (58).

Though he warmheartedly hugs Plinius, he | ooks rather
fright ened.

In the far distance, the Vesuvius still spits his wath.
POVPONI ANUS
My dear Gaius. I'mso glad you're

here. By luck, |'ve | oaded ny
shi ps before the danger arrived.
"Il put out as soon as contrary
W nds | et up.

PLI NI US
You | ook all shake up.
(1 aughi ng)
My old friend, | used to know you
braver.

POVPONI ANUS
The nountain is about to expl ode.

PLI NI US
Keep up your spirits,
Ponponi anus. Nature cannot scare
old men Iike us. Lead ne to your
house. | really need a bath after
t hat awful j ourney.

He wi pes his toga off. Ponponi anus stares at him as he was
sone kind of lunatic.
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EXT. SEASHORE - DAY (NI GHTFALL)

Bordering the seashore, both riding the black steed,
Nautius and Sila protect themfrompunmce fall with the
shi el d.

The horse doesn't wal k easily, awkward by the ash
t hi ckness.

On the seashore, big waves are breaking.

Wrried, Nautius turns a last tine to the boat house t hat
di sappears into the snoke.

EXT. SEASHORE - DAY (LATER)

The nore Nautius and Sila ride away from Ponpeii, clearer
is the sky, and the ash thickness di m nishes on the sand.

Sometimes, a sunray lights the beach still shaken by the
trenors.

NAUTI US
| didn't choose the easier path,
but, this way, we avoid the
exodus from Ponpei i

Nautius and Sila keep on riding when they realize they
can't go any further. A shoal of rocks bl ocks their way.

NAUTI US
W'l have to clinb up

They di smount and clinb the cliff up. There, they find a
narrow path bordering the cliff edge where they wal k.

EXT. CLIFF EDGE - DUSK

Ash catches themup. As they wal k, an earthquake shakes
them Sila's foot slips and she falls, scream ng. Nautius
manages to grip her hand at the very |last nonent.

NAUTI US

(gaspi ng)
Hang on!
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Slowy, Nautius hardly pulls her up to himuntil she steps
on the cliff back and hugs him

NAUTI US
"Il never let you go. W are
famly now.

Panting and trenbling, Sila keeps hugging him He gently
pushes her back.

NAUTI US
W'l go carefully. Nothing's
gonna happen to us anynore.

They resunme wal ki ng.

I NT. POVPONI ANUS' HOUSE - BEDROOM - DUSK

Plinius is taking a bath in Ponponianus' house. Anxiety can
be read on his face. Through the wi ndow, ash is now falling
on Stabiae. Valerius enters the bedroom

VALERI US
Sir, dinner is ready.

I NT. POVPONI ANUS' HOUSE - DI NI NG ROOM - DUSK

Plinius and Val erius enter the dining roomwhere
Ponponi anus | ooks outside with Lucius and his nen at the
distant red gleans in the falling night.

Plinius puts friendly his hand on Ponponi anus' shoul der.

PLI NI US

That is only the burning of the
vill ages country peopl e have
abandoned to the fl ames.

(fal sely cheerful)
Let's eat, ny old friend, and
tal k about the good years we
shared in Ronme. And we'll have a
ni ce sl eep.

Ponponi anus can't take his eyes off the gl eam ng.
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EXT. CLIFF EDGE - DUSK

The path becones |arger. Nautius and Sila nount the steed
and start to ride at gall op.

SI LA
(poi nting onward)
Ther el

They approach an abandoned chariot. Nautius stops the horse
and di snount s.

He paces to the chariot and inspects the different bags
left onit: there are full of clothes, food and even Gods
st at ues.

Nauti us | aughs.

NAUTI US
The Gods are with us.

Nauti us checks the wagon harness and turns to Sil a.
NAUTI US
Bring the horse!
LATER
Installed on the chariot, Nautius and Sila continue their
route.
I NT. POVPONI ANUS' HOUSE - DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Lapilli and ashes are falling outside, gathering in
Ponponi anus' house court. The walls are shaken by frequent
and violent trenors.

Fearful, Lucius and Ponponi anus watch the spectacle.

LUCI US
I can't inmagine how Plinius can
sl eep.

From behind a curtain, they can hear Plinius' heavy and
sonor ous breat hi ng.
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Ponponi anus turns to Val eri us.

POVPONI ANUS
What do you think?

VALERI US
If all this continues, it would
be i npossi ble to make our way
out. Either we stay here with the
ri sk of the house coll apsing on
us, or we fly to wide open fields
wi th the cal ci ned stones and
cinders to the harbor.

The house rocks fromside to side, shaken fromits own
foundations. Everyone is thrown onto the floor. Furniture
crash under pieces of the ceiling falling on it.

From behind the curtain, we hear a shout.

PLINIUS (O S.)
BY NEPTUNE!

Ponponi anus rushes to the curtain, lefts it to see Plinius
at the foot of his bed, laid on the floor.

POVPONI ANUS
Gai us, we nust | eave before the
house col | apses.

PLI NI US
It's a wi se consideration. But,
first of all --

He takes the pillow on his bed.

PLI NI US
-- would you m nd handing ne a
napki n, pl ease?

Amazed, Ponponi anus conplies. He gives a napkin to Plinius
who puts the pillow over his head and ties it with the
cl ot h.

PLI NI US
CGentl enen, | follow you.
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EXT. STABI AE STREETS - N GHT

In the streets of Stabiae is the sane |ethal panic as in
Ponpeii: houses in flames, people running anywhere,
scream ng, praying, dying.

Having all pillows tied with napkins on their head,
Plinius, Valerius, Lucius, Ponmponianus and his nen are
rushing down the streets, making their way to the harbor.

Plinius is running, out of breath.

EXT. STABI AE HARBOR - NI GHT

In the harbor, the waves run extrenely hi gh and boi st erous.
The ships are incredi bly shaken.

VALERI US
W' re jamed!

Suddenly, Plinius |ooks tired, staggering and gaspi ng.
Ponponi anus hol ds hi m

PLI NI US

(panti ng)
| need sonme rest. |'mtoo old and

too fat to run this way

Val erius takes a nearby sailcloth and spreads it on the
ground. Plinius lays on it.

VALERI US
Are you alright Sir?

Pl i ni us nods, gaspi ng.

PLI NI US
G ve nme sone cold water.

Val erius heads to a nearby fountain, gathers his hands
under the thin trickle and brings it to Plinius.

The ol d man quenches his thirst, but |ooks |ike having pain
to breath.

PLI NI US
Sonme nore pl ease.
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Val eri us goes and comes back, giving himthe water. Red hot
pum ce falls all around. Val erius and Ponponi anus | ean over
Plinius and help himto rise.

They pace on few inches, when Plinius instantly falls down
dead.

EXT. CLIFF EDGE - N GHT

Through the bl ack ink night, Nautius and Sila are riding
the wagon on the cliff edge path. Sila cuddles up to
Naut i us.

NAUTI US
(reassuring)
Don't be scared. The sea runbl e
gui des ne. Look!

Far ahead, through the darkness, there are sone |ights.

NAUTI US
W' ve made it!

But, the nore they approach, they realize the lights are in
fact flames. They can hear the screamng, just like in
Ponpei i .

INT. PLINIUS' S VILLA - GAIUS'" BEDROOM - N GHT

In his bedroom the young Gaius can hardly sleep. In the
di stance, the Vesuvius' |oud runbling echoes and his bed
shivers with small-scal e shocks.

Then, a big one --

Everything trenbles and falls in the bedroom Aghast, Gaius
is imrediately up. Sabina enters the room

SABI NA
Let's get out of here!

They both rush out.
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EXT. PLINIUS' S VILLA - GARDEN - N GHT

Gai us and Sabina are seated on a stone bench in an open
court. Gaius is sinply reading, unaware of what's
happeni ng.

SABI NA
We'll be safer here.

A man (NEPOS) wearing an arnor and helnmet runs to them out
of breath.

SABI NA
Nepos?! | thought you were in
Spai n.

NEPCS
| learnt 1've just m ssed your
br ot her!

(seeing Gaius readi ng)
Are you out of your m nd?!
(to Sabi na)
You nust escape from here!

A quake makes the building tottered.

NEPOS
Come with nel!

Sabi na and Gai us foll ow him

EXT. SEACOAST - N GHT

Sabi na, Gaius and Nepos are seated on a cart and start to
drive but the trenors are so strong that the horses don't
want to nove anynore

Behind them a panic-stricken crowd presses themin dense
array. Nepos shouts and shakes the reins and the cart
finally noves on.

Gai us turns back. A black cloud, broken with rapid, zigzag
fl ashes. Sabina puts her hand of his shoul der.

SABI NA
Do not | ook back, my child.
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GAI US
Are you sure we couldn't be safer
by the house?

NEPCS
If your uncle be safe, he
certainly wi shes you may be so
too. But, if he perished, it was
his desire, no doubt, that you
m ght both survive him

The cart is now jammed because of the people and a chari ot
of which the wheel broke.

Once again, Gius can't hel p | ooki ng back. The bl ack cl oud
above the bay begins to descend and cover the sea.

GAl US
Mbt her --

Sabi na | ooks back at her turn, scared.

SABI NA
Run, Gaius, run for your life as
fast as you can. | don't want to be
a burden for you. 1'll gladly neet

the death if | could have the
satisfaction to know you alive.

GAI US
Now way, not her!

He takes her hand and gets off the cart.

GAl US
Cone on!!

Rel uctantly, Sabina descend the cart and follows himwth
Nepos. The ash begins to fall Iike a dense dark m st and
spreads over the country.

NEPOS
Let's | eave the road while we
still can see, or we'll be

stonped on to death by the crowd.
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EXT. COUNTRY - N GHAT

They | eave the road and pace under a |large tree. There,
they sit down, waiting for the darkness to wrap them up.
Now scared, Gaius listens to the screans.

MAN S VO CE
Luci a! Lucia! Were are youl!

WOVAN S VO CE
Have you seen ny children?! Have
you seen ny chil dren?!

MAN #2' S VO CE
O Jupiter, spare us!

MAN #3'S VA CE
There are no nore Gods! No Gods!!

Red lights gleamin the faraway.

NEPCS
Fire is falling but we're distant
enough.

A heavy shower of ashes rains upon the country. Sheltered
by the large tree, Sabina, Gaius and Nepos stay still,
listening to the continuous scream ng.

EXT. STABI AE STREETS - N GHT

Nautius and Sila's chariot drives in Stabiae streets. Al
around is mayhem desolation, fire, ruins, death and
i ncredi bl e pani c.

Peopl e nearly clinb over people to |l eave the city.

S| LA
W left a hell to find anot her!

NAUTI US
We have to | eave the town!

S| LA
Wat ch out!
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She has the tine to push Nautius and throws herself out the
chari ot when a high marble columm col | apses and crashes
onto the chariot, mssing closely the steed.

Nautius and Sila's fall is broken by the ash thickness.
Sila turns to him

SI LA
Are you alright?

NAUTI US
Are you?

Sila just nods. They both stand up and Nautius unharnesses
the horse. He picks up a burning piece of wood and hands it
to Sila to use it as a torch.

Hol di ng the horse reins, they make their way through the
streets, running. Further on, around the corner, they bunp
into a group of nen.

Hel ped by the torch |ight, Nautius recognizes one of thems
face.

NAUTI US
Val eri us!

Valerius turns to him

VALERI US
Nauti us. You have to escape!
Fol | ow us!

NAUTI US

VWhere's Plinius?!
Val eri us doesn't answer.

NAUTI US
VWhere i s he?!

VALERI US
He's dead. Suffocated by sone
Nnoxi ous vapor.

Nauti us stays aghast. Valerius takes his arm
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VALERI US
Come! !

They run. Fireballs are falling fromthe sky, whistling.

As they touch the ground, they explode. One of themfalls
by Sila and spreads |ava drops on her dress. The cloth
catches fire and starts to burn.

Sila shrieks and stops, trying to douse the flanes. Nautius
stops at his turn and | ooks back to her. He frenetically
taps on the dress.

NAUTI US
Rol | yourself in the ash

Sila conplies and rolls over on the ground, panicked. The
flanmes are finally extinguished. She stands up then. Her
stola is pierced with burning holes.

SI LA
I"malright!

They are about to resume running, but Valerius and the
ot her nen are nowhere to be seen. They have di sappeared in
t he ashfall.

Still pulling his steed, Nautius tries to find his route
and finally nmakes his m nd up.

NAUTI US
Thi s way!!

INT. SOFIA'S I NN CELLAR - NI GHT

Sofia and Aurelius are clenched together. They visibly mss
air though they | ook drunk.

They both hol d anphoras of wine they drink directly by the
neck, | aughi ng and coughi ng.

AURELI US
I think we're going to die,
Sofia. | can't breathe anynore.
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SOFI A
VWhat ever, if we should ever neet
Mors, we'll be cheerful.

Slowy, the torches |light declines. Aurelius becones graver
and turns to Sofi a.

AURELI US
| want to have a | ast | ook at
your eyes. The sane eyes that
overjoyed ne for |ong years.

He puts his hand on her cheek and softly kisses her on the
lips. The lights die out.

BLACKNESS
SCFI A
Aurelius, | |ove you.
EXT. BEACH - DAWN

St abi ae flanes are far behind, Nautius and Sila are back on
hor seback again, riding on the seaside, along a cliff.

The vol cano and the breaking waves still roar.
SI LA
I do hope Surrentumis still safe
and --

Suddenly, Nautius stops his steed.

SI LA
VWhat ?

Nauti us turns back.

NAUTI US
The nountai n roar has stopped.

Sila heeds at her turn. Except of the sea, the whole
country i s now noi sel ess. Even the ashfall clears.

SI LA
Is it finally over?
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As a response, Nautius pulls on the reins and makes his
steed turni ng back.

SI LA
What are you doi ng?!

Nauti us doesn't answer and kicks his steed fl anks.

SI LA
No way |'m com ng back

NAUTI US
It's all over. W nmust go and get
my famly back

SI LA
If it's over, they're safe then.
You'll get to themlater. And
remenber what you told ne: we are
famly. And you prom sed to never
l et nme go.

Nauti us stops the horse, thinking.

NAUTI US
We'll cone back tonorrow.

SI LA
O course. W shouldn't be very
far from Surrentum by now.

NAUTI US
| don't recognize a thing. The
| andscape seens to have changed.
And not a star in the sky to
gui de us.

A mghty thunder raises in the distance comng fromthe
Vesuvi us and sounds |i ke rapidly approaching.

Wt hout hesitation, Nautius kicks the steed flanks and
rides at full gallop in the opposite direction

S| LA
Nautius, what is it?!
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NAUTI US
I don't know It sounds omnm nous
to nel

SI LA

Get closer to the cliff! Let's
find a shelter!

They ride for about one hundred neters when they notice a
grotto in the cliff, two nmeters above the sand | evel.

The thunder gets closer, increasingly anplifying.

EXT. BEACH - GROITO - DAWN

At the grotto level, Sila stands up on the steed back and
steps into the cliff. Nautius imtates her. Then, he turns
back to his horse.

NAUTI US
(to the steed)
Sorry, Aquilo. Go!

He whi st es.

NAUTI US
Cet away!

The bl ack steed gal |l ops away, whi nnyi ng.

I NT. GROITO - DAWN

Lighted by the torch, Sila and Nautius nmake their way to
the bottom of the bending grotto. Swell by the natural
cavity, the outside thunder, is getting closer and cl oser.

EXT. GLADI ATORS' BARRACKS - DAWN

A gigantic flow of clouds is running down |ike an aval anche
t he Vesuvi us slope with anmazi ng speeds, devouring
everything on its way in a deafening thunder.

Cal adus, Crescens and Sallust, along with Eumachia's staff,
are staring at it.
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CALADUS
VWhat's that, now?
EXT. VESUVI US GATE - DAWN

A SENTI NEL posted at the Vesuvius Gate gazes at the cloud
coming to him terrified.

As the cloud swoops down on the city wall, the sentinel is
instantly burned and turned to ashes.
EXT. POWPEI | STREETS - DAWN

The pyroclastic surge travels across the streets at great
speeds burns, knocks down, shatters, buries, or carries
away nearly all objects and structures on its way.

Searing ash insinuates itself in each cranny, hole and
covers everything. The nore the flow advances, the nore is
gat hering rock and woody debris, and increases its sordid
power .

I NT. TAVERN OF THE COCK - DAWN
Most of the custoners are drunk and keep on drinking. The
cloud enters the tavern and bl asts people and furniture.

EXT. GLADI ATORS' BARRACKS - DAWN

Laid on the ground, Nero rests in Eumachia's arns. He's not
coughi ng anynore.

As the thunder approaches, Eumachia raises her head to see
the surge of hot, dry rock fragment and gases.

In no tine, Caladus, Crescens, Sallust, as everyone, are
t hrown back against the barracks wall with an incredible
vi ol ence.

EXT. VIA DEI FORTUNA - SCFIA'S I NN - DAWN

Sofia's inn crunbles |ike a house of cards under the deadly
cloud and is literally swept away.
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EXT. VILLA COURTYARD - DAWN

A how ing dog, chained to a wall in a villa courtyard,
struggling to break | oose fromits chain, is instantly
buri ed under the flow.

EXT. POWEI| HARBOR - BOATHOUSE - DAWN
The pyrocl astic surge makes his way to Ponpeii harbor,
hurling to the boathouse. Chants rise fromthe place.

I NT. POVPEIl HARBOR - BOATHOUSE - DAV

In the boat house, Christians chant with fervor. As the
| et hal thunder resounds closer, N kias takes Flavia' s hand
and squeezes it.

The boathouse is blasted in a dreadful noise and the chants
cease.

EXT. POWPElI| HARBOR - DAWN

The cl oud envel ops the harbor and inflanmes the boats and
ships by the piers. The flow now covers the sea and | arge
colums of steam are swept away along with the ashes.

EXT. PROVONTORY - DAWN

Hol di ng the baby girl, Lupa and her husband watch the cl oud
froma pronontory overl ooking the sea in the far distance.

Behi nd them the Ponpei an exodus crowd nmakes its way to
escape the catastrophe.

Among the nmultitude, Vitus is wal king. Lupa |owers her head
to the baby, smles and hugs her.

LUPA
(whi speri ng)
Fortunata --
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EXT. SEASI DE - DAWN

The pyrocl astic surge reaches the seasi de and passes in
front of the grotto, whistling and spreading all over the
beach and the cliff.

I NT. GROITO - DAWN

Nautius and Sila hold each other at the bottom of the
grotto. The inprovised torch casts their distorted shadows
on the wet rock wall s.

A draft sweeps their faces and nearly blows the flane out.
Suddenly, Nautius and Sila can hardly breathe.

SI LA
Nautius, the air is so hot!

Their faces stand out in beads. They gasp like fishes out
of water. The wall humdity starts to run on the rock and
makes puddl e.

Sonme ash particles reach them Then, another violent draft.
The torch is bl own out.

Pl TCH BLACK

In the dark, only is heard Nautius and Sila's rapid

breat hs. Then, the breaths fade --

I NT. GROTTO - DAY

In a sem -darkness, Nautius and Sila are laid on the grotto
ground, entw ned and sl eeping. Their feet are covered wth
ashes.

Nautius slowy awakes. The first thing he notices is
silence and -- birds singing.

A di mdaylight cones fromthe grotto entrance.

Trying not to wake Sila up, Nautius gently lets her head
slip on the ground and he crawls to the daylight.
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EXT. BEACH - DAY

The whol e beach is covered with a steam ng thin bl anket of
white finer-grained ash and cool |ava fragnents.

The sun shines through bl ack cl ouds caused by the fires.
Sone ashes are still lightly falling.

I NT. GROITO - DAY

Nautius crawl s back to Sila and gently shakes her. She
wakes up in a junp, scared.

SI LA

(gaspi ng)
Looks like |I had a bad dream

NAUTI US
It's over. The sun i s back.

Sila rushes crawing to the entrance and cones back to
Naut i us.

SI LA
Is it really over?

NAUTI US
(shruggi ng)
As long as the birds are back and
singing, | think it'd be safe.

EXT. BEACH - GROITO - DAY

Nautius and Sila stand at the grotto entrance, blinded by
the daylight. Gound | evel has raised of a half-neter. It's
a real lunar |andscape.

The sea has still receded and the beach is w der. Waves now
are calmy breaking in the distant. Quietness is back.
Nauti us junps on the ground.

NAUTI US
It's still hot. I'Il carry you.

Sila junps at her turn and Nautius carries her in his arns
to the seashore.
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EXT. BEACH - DAY

Nautius and Sila wal k al ong the beach as zonbies. Drty,
their clothes sooty and torn, they | ook exhausted.

They finally face vill as.
FADE QUT:
SUPER: SI X MONTHS LATER

FADE | N:

EXT. LUNAR LANDSCAPE (POWPEII) - DAY

In the far distant, the Vesuvius is now dormant for
centuries. One part of her done has coll apsed. Her sl opes
are not greenish anynore, rather dark gray.

Vi neyards, trees have di sappeared. At her foot, a weird
spectacl e: fromunderneath a ground made of whitish rocks,
sonme buildings tops are still energing.

A coupl e stands there: Nautius and Sil a.

Wth grave faces, they stares at what is left of the
pr osper ous Ponpeii .

Sila turns to Nautius and hol ds his hand.
She is pregnant.

FADE QOUT:

THE END



