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Dear Ulrica
Fade in looking up to the tops of trees, the sun light pushes through the leaves as they softly blow in the wind, the camera pans out to show Johnson in an army uniform he is wearing a white arm band with a red cross on it, he is sat down leaning up against a tree writing on a small peace of paper with a small pencil
pvt Johnson (voice over)

I look through the trees and see the beauty of this land, almost forgetting why I am here 
The camera moves away from Johnson into the woods showing more soldiers sat in shallow dug outs, some of the soldiers are scanning the woods with their rifles, others are in their dug outs sleeping or playing cards.

pvt Johnson (voice over)

the things I have seen, the friends I have lost, leaves me wondering if I survive this madness will my soul be forever lost

pvt Ward

You coming in on this one Johnson

Pvt Ward is sat in his dug out playing cards with Pvt Lewis and Lcpl Grey, Pvt Johnson looks over to them but carries on writing
pvt Johnson

No, I think you have had enough money from me Ward

Lcpl Grey

He’s to busy writing his memoirs, who do you think will want to read it anyway
Pvt Johnson stands up and jumps into the dug out

Pvt Johnson

No one, it gives me peace to write
Pvt ward

So serious all the time, relax a little

Pvt Johnson

Winning all that money has gone to head Ward, it looks as if you have forgotten where we are

Pvt Johnson jumps out the dug out and walks away

Pvt Ward

And the majority of that money is yours sunshine

Johnson walks over to another dug out and jumps in, in the dug out are Cpl Jackson, Sgt Bell and Lieutenant Stewart, they are sat looking at maps, Cpl Jackson has a bandage around his head
pvt johnson

How’s your head today corporal

Cpl Jackson

It hurts like hell

Pvt johnson

I need to change the dressing

sgt bell

Can it not wait 

pvt johnson 

Yes it can, but your running the risk of it getting infected, you will get a fever and there is not much I can do out here
lieutenant stewart

Go ahead Johnson

pvt johnson

Thank you sir

Pvt Johnson tends to Cpl Jackson’s wound while Lieutenant Stewart continues his brief

Lieutenant stewart

A troop are moving five miles to the west, C and D are going east, our orders are to move four miles north

sgt bell

We have a road to cross sir

lieutenant stewart

I know, we will hold at the road and cross a section at a time, I would like to be in position and dug in before it gets dark

sgt bell

Yes sir, are you finished Johnson

Pvt Johnson is packing away his medical equipment 

pvt Johnson

Yes sarg

sgt bell

Corporal ready the men to move in fifteen 

cpl Jackson

Yes sarg

Cpl Jackson climbs out of dug out and heads off to ready the men, Pvt Johnson also climbs out and walks over to Pvt Wards dug out, and kneels at the top

pvt johnson

We’re moving north
pvt ward

Please tell me it’s to a village with lots of wine

pvt johnson

Another wood I think the lieutenant didn’t say but I caught a glance of the map

Cpl Jackson walks over to the dug out and kneels next to Pvt Johnson

cpl jackson

Collect up your gear lads we’re moving

pvt Lewis

Are we going to a village Corporal? 

cpl jackson

I doubt it Lewis, before we go tidy yourself up, just because we are in holes in the woods doesn’t mean you can dress like a tramp, be ready in ten minutes
Cpl Jackson stands up turns and walks away. Pvt Ward slaps Pvt Lewis around the head

pvt ward 

How many times do I have to keep you in check, I have to father you constantly 

The camera pulls out to show the troop getting ready to move
Fade out

Fade in on B troop holding position at the edge of a wood leading onto a road, over the road is a small stone built wall enclosing a small field, over the field is another wood, lieutenant Stewart gives hand signals to Lcpl Grey and Pvt Ward to survey the road, Lcpl Grey and Pvt Ward move slowly out into the road, Lcpl Grey scans down the road while Pvt Ward scans up the road, they both move slowly to the other side and jump over the wall, they hold their positions at the wall keeping watch on the road, after a few seconds Lcpl Grey gives an all clear hand signal to lieutenant Stewart,
lieutenat stewart (in a loud whisper to the troop)

Ok, we will move one section at a time, when the first section have reached the woods the next section will go
The first section prepare to move, just as they are about to go Pvt Ward sees movement up the road he puts his hand in the air to signal the rest to stop
sgt bell (whispering)

Wait get down

At the top of the road an old man pulling a cart comes round the corner, behind the cart are several old women, young women and old men, at the back of the procession is and old man carrying a small girl who is sick with a fever, lieutenant Stewart gives a get down signal to Lcpl Grey and Pvt Ward, they both disappear behind the wall.

The troop all stay hidden as the procession starts to pass, Pvt Johnson sees the sick girl and crawls over to the lieutenant

pvt johnson (whispering)

Sir, the girl is sick, I can help her

The lieutenant doesn’t answer 

pvt johnson (whispering)

Sir, please

sgt bell (whispering)

Johnson if we help we will give away our position

Pvt johnson (whispering)

Sarg they’re not the enemy 
lieutenant stewart (whispering)

Johnson the sergeant is right we can’t help

pvt Johnson (whispering)
What good are we doing here if we can’t help a sick child?
sgt bell (whispering)

Johnson there are thousands of refugees effected by this war, we can’t help all of them

Pvt johnson (whispering)
No, but we can help this one

sgt bell (whispering)

Get back in position Johnson 
lieutenat stewart (whispering)
Wait, Sergeant, do we have anyone who speaks French?
sgt bell (whispering)

Corporal Jackson sir

Lieutenant stewart (whispering)

Get him up here
Sgt Bell turns and points at Cpl Jackson then gives him the hand signal to stand too, Cpl Jackson crawls to the Lieutenant
lieutenant stewart (whispering)

Corporal I want you and Johnson to go onto the road and try and tend to the little girl try not to make too much of a scene

Cpl jackson (whispering)

Yes sir, Johnson on me

Cpl Jackson and Pvt Johnson step out on to the road, no one in the procession reacts to them, Cpl Jackson moves to the man carrying the girl
CPL JACKSON
Bonjour! monsieur nous avons un médecin, laisser lui aider la jeune fille, il peut aider
TRANSLATION
hello sir we have a medic, let him tend to the girl, he can help
The man stops and shouts to the others 

FRENCH MAN
arrêter une minute, il dit qu'il peut l'aider
TRANSLATION
stop a minute, he says he can help her
The procession stops and turns and looks at the two soldiers, Pvt Johnson takes the girl from the old man and tends to her
FRENCH MAN
elle a été malade pendant deux jours, nous n'avons pas de nourriture ou d'eau a lui donner
CPL JACKSON
He says she has been sick for two days and they have no food or water to give

pvt johnson
She is badly dehydrated, she needs water. They all need water and food

Cpl Jackson looks at the faces of the French people and then turns and walks to the Lieutenant

cpl jackson 

Sir these people are starving and have no water, they need our help, sir

The lieutenant thinks for a minute then stands up and turns to the troop

lieutenant stewart

Ok lads, we are going to give these people some of our food and water rations
Sgt Bell stands up next to the lieutenant

sgt bell

Sir, we are going to need this food

liertenant stewart

Sergeant, since we landed on those god forsaken beaches all I have seen is death and destruction, I have lost to many men under my command and so far I have seen no justifiable reason for there deaths, helping these people will give me just a tiny bit of peace in the chaos that has been left from the loss of those men

Sgt Bell turns to the rest of the troop
sgt bell

You heard the man lads, look lively and get these people fed
The soldiers all stand up and take out rations from their webbing, they move out onto the road and hand the food and water to the French people, the French people take the ration smiling and tare them open and eat as if they haven’t eaten for days
lieutenant stewart (to sgt bell)

As soon as they’ve handed out there ration get them to the other side of that field

sgt bell

Very good sir

The lieutenant walks over to Pvt Johnson while the rest of the troop climb over the wall and move across the field

Lieutenant stewart

How is she Johnson? 

Pvt johnson 

It will be touch and go, but I have done what I can sir
Pvt Johnson hands the girl to the old man and puts water tablets in his hands

pvt johnson (to cpl jackson)

Tell him he must give her one tablet every four hours and when she starts to improve he must try and get her to eat something
cpl Jackson (to the french man)
vous devez lui donner un de ces comprimés toutes les quatre heures et, quand elle commence à s'améliorer, vous devez essayer de lui faire manger

french man

Oui, bien sûr comment pouvons-nous jamais vous remercier pour votre gentillesse

translation
yes of course how can we ever thank you for you kindness
cpl jackson

pas besoin de nous remercier Monsieur le Président, c'est pourquoi nous sommes ici, monsieur au revoir et sans danger
translation

no need to thank us sir, it is why we are here, goodbye sir and be safe
french man

au revoir

translation

Good bye
the procession continues on it’s journey, Cpl Jackson and Lieutenant Stewart walk away and climb over the wall, Pvt Johnson stands in the middle of the road with his helmet in his hand watching as the procession walks away, behind him the last set of soldiers from B troop go across the road and climb over the wall, Pvt Johnson puts his helmet on and walks to the wall and climbs over

pvt johnson (voice over)

From time to time we here about the bombing and devastation in London, but what I saw in the faces of these people make me think that it maybe nothing compared to what has happened to the people of this country

Fade out

Fade in on the B troop at night inside a wood close to a tree line leading on to a large field, some of the soldiers are digging a dug out while others are in there dug outs looking out into the field, in the distance to the east they see none stop flashes on the sky line and with the flashes dull thuds can be heard, Pvt Johnson, Pvt Ward, Pvt Lewis and Lcpl Grey are in a dug out watching the flashes
pvt ward

Some one is having it tough tonight

lcpl grey

It’s in the direction of C and D troop

pvt johnson

We would have heard something if it was 

Cpl Jackson appears behind them at the top of there dug out

cpl jackson

Lads the Lieutenant says no smoking tonight, we’ve had word that Geri are close by, 

Pvt Ward

How close? 

cpl jackson 

C and D troop are under heavy attack, we lost contact with them half an hour ago
Lcpl grey

I told you that was them

pvt johnson 

Jesus the poor bastards 

cpl jackson

Let’s hope we don’t get the same, take it in turns on watch but make sure you get some sleep

Cpl Jackson walks off into the darkness 

lcpl grey

Make sure who ever is on watch stays awake I don’t want to be caught off guard 

pvt lewis

I don’t think I will be sleeping tonight anyway

pvt ward

Don’t worry Lewis, remember your training and you will be fine

pvt johnson

Daddy will take care of you

pvt ward

He’s too young to be here 
pvt lewis

I can handle it I’m not a kid

pvt ward 

Only just

Pvt Johnson stands up and climbs out the dug out

pvt johnson

I’m going for a pee

Pvt Johnson walks into the wood he finds a tree and leans his rifle up against a tree, he walks to a near by tree and has a pee, as he finishes and pulls up his zip, suddenly there is the noise of a twig snapping, Pvt Johnson grabs his rifle and aims it in the direction of the noise, suddenly a voice comes out of the dark with a German accent recognising the accent Johnson replies in German
geman solidier (Geman accent)
Please don’t shoot I have no weapons

pvt johnson

bitte komme aus der Dunkelheit und zeige dich
translation

come out the dark and show yourself

geman solider

Ich bin unbewaffnet. Ich haette schon laengst geschossen, wenn ich Sie toeten wollte.
translation
I have no weapons if I wanted to kill you I could have already
The German soldier walks forward with his hands in the air, the German is wearing German military boots and German military trousers, but he is wearing a civilian jacket 
pvt johnson

Wer bist du?
translation

Who are you?
german soldier

Heinrich Wergenheim ist mein Name. Ich war im Volksturm, noerdliche Division.h 
Translation

My name is Heinrich Wergenheim. I was in the North Division. Volkssturm.

pvt johnson

Das ist klar. Was machst du hier und was bedeute ‘war’?

translation

OK, this is clear. What are you doing here then and what do you mean by ‘was’?

heinrich (German accent)
I speak good English, I have deserted my post, I do not agree with what my country is doing, I want to hand myself over to the British. I want to help to change the way of managing my country.
pvt johnson

Walk slowly forward and don’t try anything or I will shoot you

Pvt Johnson walks slowly backwards with his rifle pointed at Heinrich. Heinrich follows him into the B Troops camp with his hands in the air, the camera cuts to Pvt Ward in his dug out

Pvt ward

Jesus Christ, look at this
Pvt Lewis and Lcpl Grey turn to see Pvt Johnson and Heinrich, a wave of chatter spreads across the dug outs, Lieutenant Stewart and Sgt Bell climb out there dug out and point their rifles at Heinrich

lieutenant stewart

What’s going on here Johnson?
pvt johnson

He says he is a deserter sir

lieutenant stewart

Does he speak English? 

Heinrich (german accent)
Yes I do sir

Pvt johnson

He wants to hand himself over to us

lieutenant stewart

How did you know we were here?
heinrich (Geman accent)
My gruppe was ordered to attack your position

Lieutenant stewart

What is a gruppe?
pvt johnson 

His squadron sir

heinrich (Geman accent)
We were ordered to attack at first light

lieutenant stewart

Sergeant, get on the radio, and ready artillery, the ready the men for an attack

sgt bell

Sir how can we trust what he says?
Lieutenant stewart

I don’t, that’s why I want them ready now

Sgt Bell lowers his weapon and runs out of shot

heinrich (german accent)
They will attack with mortars at first light, please sir you must leave this area under the cover of darkness they have twice the men you have

lieutenant stewart

Johnson there is a spare dug out a few meters behind him take him and watch him

hienrich (geman accent)
Please sir you must leave

Pvt Johnson pushes Hienrich back as lieutenant Stewart walks away

pvt johnson 

Move

Heinrich turns and walks to the dug out and jumps in followed by Pvt Johnson, they both sit down in the dug out, Johnson, continues pointing his rifle at Hienrich, after a few seconds of silence
hienrich (german accent)
Your German is very clear, where did you learn

pvt johnson

This isn’t a social meeting, I would prefer you didn’t talk to me

hienrich (german accent)
I am not your enemy Johnson 

Pvt Johnson moves forward and grabs Hienrich around the throat

pvt johnson

You became my enemy the day you put on that uniform and aimed your rifle at innocent people

Pvt Johnson lets go of Hienrich and sits back in his position
pvt johnson

Enough of the talking

hienrich (german accent)
I had no choice Johnson I had to put on that uniform, if I refused I would have been shot 

Pvt Johnson stays quite

hienrich (German accent)
Do you have children Johnson?
pvt johnson

No

Hienrich (german accent)
I have a beautiful daughter and a loving wife, but now I have deserted I know I may never see them again, so please understand, I may be German but I am not your enemy
Pvt Johnson lowers his weapon

pvt johnson 
How old is your daughter?
hienrich (german accent)
She is five, would you like to see a picture

Hienrich pulls a picture from his trouser pocket and hands it to Pvt Johnson

pvt johnson

She is very beautiful

Pvt Johnson hands the picture back

hienrich (german accent)

She is very bright and wants to be a teacher like her farther

Pvt johnson

You were a teacher

hienrich (german accent)

Yes, before Hitler came into power I was a teacher of art history, what about you
pvt johnson

I was studying to be a doctor, but knowing war was coming, I quit and volunteered for service, thought I could bring my medical knowledge with me, so I became a field medic

hienrich (german accent)

I hope to serve my country as well as you serve yours Johnson
Pvt Johnson stands up and points his rifle out towards the field

pvt johnson

You should get some sleep, if you’re right, tomorrow will be busy

hienrich (german accent)

Thank you for the conversation Johnson 

pvt johnson

Your welcome!
Hienrich leans against the dug out wall and closes his eyes

Fade out

Fade in it is morning, the soldiers of B troop are still scanning the field in their dug outs, everyone is silent only the noises from birds can be heard, Pvt Lewis is asleep in his dug out with Lcpl Grey and Pvt Ward, Pvt Ward is stood with his rifle pointed towards the field, his eyes are heavy and slowly begin to close, he suddenly opens them, but as soon as they are open they slowly close again as he is almost asleep his eyes open wide in horror as a whistling sound draws close 

sgt bell (shouting)

In coming

Pvt Ward drops into his dug out as the first mortar hits close by, mortars hit one after the other all around B troop, mud and leaves are thrown into the dug outs, Lewis is at the bottom of his dug out curled up gripping his rifle crying, he flinches every time a mortar hits, Pvt Wad is leant up against the wall of the dug holding his helmet to his head
pvt ward (shouting)

Stay calm Lewis and keep down you are safe in here, you will be ok

Pvt Lewis suddenly stands up

Pvt Lewis (shouting)

Nooooo, I can’t take it I have to get out of here

Pvt Lewis Jumps up the side of the dug out, Pvt Ward grabs his trouser leg, But Pvt Lewis pulls away and starts to run

pvt ward (shouting)

Lewis no, get back in the hole, Lewis!!

Pvt Ward starts to climb out of the dug out after Pvt Lewis, a mortar round hits close by forcing him back into the dug out 

pvt ward (shouting) 

Lewis!!
Suddenly everything goes silent, Pvt Ward jumps out of his dug out and searches for Pvt Lewis

pvt ward (shouting)

Lewis…Lewis

Pvt ward sees Pvt Lewis a couple of yards from the dug out face down on the ground, he runs over to him and turns him over, Pvt Lewis has been hit in the stomach by shrapnel and has blood coming from his mouth

pvt ward

No,no,no (shouting) Johnson

Pvt Johnson come running over with Hienrich behind him, Pvt Johnson pulls a field bandage from his kit bag and pushes it onto Pvt Lewis’s stomach, Pvt Ward is sat by Pvt Lewis’s head crying and stroking his head

pvt ward (crying)

Your ok boy, your going to be fine Johnson will fix you up, you will be on your feet in know time

Pvt Ward looks at Pvt Johnson, Pvt Johnson looks up at Pvt Ward with a look of dread on his face, Pvt Lewis begins to cough, then dies, Pvt Ward stands and walks backwards crying, he turns and faces the field 

pvt ward (shouting)

Nooooo, you bastards, he was just a boy,

Pvt Ward turns to Hienrich and runs at him, Heinrich stumbles backwards and fall to the floor, Pvt Johnson Jumps up and grabs Pvt Ward 

pvt johnson

Ward no, it won’t help, it won’t bring him back

Pvt Ward stops struggling and drops to his knees crying, Pvt Johnson kneels down and puts his arms around him
pvt ward (crying)
He was just a boy he shouldn’t have been here Johnson. He was just a boy

Lcpl Grey walks over and stands by them

pvt johnson (to Lcpl Grey)

Take him back to the dug out we could have another attack any second

Lcpl Grey helps Pvt Ward to his feet and leads back to the dug out, Pvt Johnson walks back to Pvt Lewis, where Lieutenant Stewart is stood looking over Pvt Lewis

Lieutenamt Stewart

So young the poor devil, what’s the damage elsewhere Johnson?
pvt johnson

Five dead, four seriously injured sir

Lieutenant stewart

Will they make it?
pvt johnson

I don’t think so sir

Lieutenant Stewart turns to Hienrich

lieutenant stewart

Can you give me they’re exact position on the map?
hienrich

Yes sir

lieutenant stewart

Follow me

Lieutenant Stewart walks to his dug out, followed by Hienrich and Pvt Johnson, Sgt Bell is in the dug out looking at the maps. Lieutenant Stewart grabs the maps and hands it to Hienrich

lieutenant stewart

Show me

Hienrich (pointing to the map)

They are position along this hedge 

Lieutenant Stewart hands the map back Sgt Bell

lieutenant Stewart

Give artillery those coordinates and tell them to fire

sgt bell

Sir how can you trust this man?
lieutenant stewart

Sergeant I just lost five men and another four probably won’t last the night, this man is all I have, carry out my order

sgt bell 

Yes sir

Lieutenant Stewart turns to Hienrich

lieutenant stewart

If you’re right about this I will make damn sure you not ill treated

Hienrich

Thank you sir

 Suddenly the whistles start again, all of B troop get down in their dug out as more mortars hit, after a few second another noise is heard as British artillery passes over their head, the artillery shells hit a hedgerow the other side of the field, the mortar fire suddenly stops, the soldier of B troop stand up out of their dug outs cheering, the screams of injured German soldiers can be heard in the distance, Lieutenant Stewart Turns to Hienrich and shakes his hand
hienrich

Forgive me if I do not join in your celebration sir, they were still my country men
Suddenly from behind, machine gun fire rips across the camp they turn to see German soldiers in the woods, moving towards them, the soldiers of B troop all turn in their dug out and begin firing at the Germans, Pvt Johnson pushes Heinrich to the bottom of the dug out and begins firing

Pvt Ward and Lcpl Grey are firing from their dug out, suddenly Pvt Ward jumps out of the dug out and runs towards the Germans using trees as cover

lcpl grey (shouting)

Ward, stop! 
Pvt Ward gets close to the German soldiers and makes another dash, a German soldier turns from behind a tree and aims at Pvt Ward, Pvt Ward runs at the German soldier and hits him with his rifle, the German soldier falls to the floor, as Pvt Ward is about to hit the German soldier a second time, a spray of bullets rips across his chest, Pvt Ward Falls to the ground dead.

Lieutenant Stewart, Sgt Bell and Pvt Johnson are shooting from their dug out, a German soldier throws a grenade in to the dug out 

pvt johnson (shouting)

Grenade

Hienrigh jumps up and out the back of the dug out, Pvt Johnson scramble out of the front of the dug out, in the confusion Lieutenant Stewart and Sgt Bell don’t hear Pvt Johnson shout, the grenade explodes killing Lieutenant Stewart and Sgt Bell, the explosion throws Pvt Johnson, he hits a tree then falls face down on the ground, he rolls over trying to catch his breath, a German soldier is stood over him, the German soldier points his rifle at Pvt Johnson, from behind the German soldier, Hienrich appears, he swings a rifle hitting the German soldier around the head knocking him to the ground, Hienrich smiles at Pvt Johnson, suddenly Hienrich is shot twice in the chest, as he falls to the ground Pvt Johnson catches him, Pvt Johnson quickly drags him into the dug out and lays him down.
hienrich

Johnson, please find my family tell them how I died 

Pvt johnson

I will tell them you died a hero, a true patriot of your country

Hienrich smiles at Pvt Johnson, and dies, Pvt Johnson hangs his head, suddenly he hears a noise from a radio he turns to see the radio under Sgt Bells lifeless body, he grabs the radio and begins to transmit

pvt johnson (on the radio)

This is Bravo Charlie 261 we need artillery fire grid number longitude 342 latitude 674 fire for full affect over
voice on the radio 
Bravo Charlie 261 that is two hundred yards from your position please confirm over

pvt johnson

This is Bravo Charlie 261 I confirm grid number longitude 342 latitude 674

Explosions from British artillery start to fill the woods, Pvt Johnson curls up in a ball at the bottom of the dug out, an artillery shell lands just in front of his dug out throwing mud into the dug out

Black, the muffled sound of voices can be heard, suddenly light is seen, the figure of Cpl Jackson appears digging Pvt Johnson from the mud, Lcpl Grey is stood at the top of the dug out behind Cpl Jackson

cpl jackson

Johnson can you hear me, are you hurt

Pvt Johnson rises out of the mud rubbing his head

pvt johnson

I’m ok I’m fine. Is it over?
cpl jackson

After the artillery finished, those that survived retreated

Cpl Jackson pulls Pvt Johnson to his feet, Pvt Johnson looks around

pvt johnson

How many of us made it? 

Lcpl Grey

Only ten of us

Suddenly A troop come walk out of the woods, a Sgt runs up to, Pvt Johnson, Lcpl Grey and Cpl Jackson

sergeant

Who out of you is in charge? 
Cpl jackson

I am 

sergeant 

Follow me

The sergeant and Cpl Jackson walk away, Lcpl Grey walks in the other direction, Pvt Johnson, in a daiz looks around at all the bodies then sits down on the floor, the camera slowly moves out showing the battle field

Pvt johnson (voice over)

 What was it all for, all the death and destruction, lives gone like blowing out a candle, was it for land, power, money, what ever it was it would never have been worth the amount of dead.
 I promised your father I would tell you how he died, but the truth is he showed me how to live, I owe him my life and the name Heinrich Wergenheim will forever echo in my history and also in my heart. Your eternal servant. Pvt Mathew Johnson

Fade out
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