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FADE | N:
EXT. IN THE BACK OF A VAN KI RUM GLANCES AT A FILE. - DAY
I N THE NEAR FUTURE

The year is 2016. Sone of the cars | ook futuristic but not
all of them The van has a nodern | ook but not too nodern.
It's black and has an upside down "Star of David" painted in
gold on both side panels. There's a man wearing a bl ack

| ab-coat in the back of the van. He glances at a file and
closes it. The outer jacket of the file reads "Charles
Edward Pl ackard: Possi bl e suicide case nunber 49592037 USA.

Kl RUM

(Voi ce over while

| ooki ng out the

W ndow. )
When | first went out on ny own
|'d read every word of these
people's files. | guess | felt
obl i gat ed.

That was nearly twel ve years ago.
Back when a car did over thirty
five mles per hour. But too many
peopl e crashed head on into other
drivers so governors were
installed on all non-energency
vehi cl es. Carakazees is what they
were called. Type C investigations
for me where there's both a crine
and a suicide. | don't do many of
them any nore because the limts
do work and there's less traffic
now. Many of the larger cities
have new subways conpl eted or
nearly conpleted. The GAT or G eat
Anerican Tunnel, that sends high
speed trains across the heart of
Anerica, is sixty percent
conpl et e.
Smal | airports are everywhere
because flying's the only way to
get sonmewhere fast even on short
trips. The big auto makers build
pl anes and trains now to stay
afloat. Pilots have to wear a
wristband that injects themto
sleep the first sign of unusual
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KI RUM (cont ' d)
behavi or. The plane then flies
itself to the nearest safe-zone
where it |ands perfectly every
time.
We'll be at a type A investigation
soon to decide if there was a
murder or if the nman took his own
life?

Elicia is sitting across fromKirumtyping on her | aptop.
She interrupts herself and blurts out.

ELICI A
Doctor there are four nore after
this. I can brief you on all of
them so you don't have to read the
files.

KI' RUM

(Very stern.)
For the last tinme don't call ne
doct or.

ELICI A
Sorry | keep forgetting. Kirum |
just hope you're not relying on ne
to make the final judgenent on
this one? |I'mprepared but | don't
think I'"mready to pronounce an
" Absol ut e".

KI' RUM
You were ready a week ago. |
di sagree with the one year
training policy but for once I'm
going to take advantage of it.
Just meke ne aware of your
deci sion before you act so | don't
have to correct you in front of
anyone.

ELICI A
| just got sick to ny stomach.

Kl RUM
Wl conme to nmy world Elicia.

Their van pulls beside two police cars and parks. The |ight
nood of two officers changes as they watch Kirumand Elicia
exit the van and wal k past themand into a nice antebel |l um
hone.



A man approaches themas Elicia takes pictures of the
potential crime scene. Sone ritualistic synbols are on the
wal ls and a man is hanging fromthe ceiling. H s body | ooks
i ke the centerpiece of a picture of a cross with a pointed
end and bl ood dripping fromit.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
Hello folks I"'min charge of this
case, Detective Christianson.
assunme you're the ATC agents sent
to verify this as a crine scene?

ELICI A
Detective | need everyone out of
here now. As you're fully aware
when we're called you don't have a
crime scene until we say you do.
won't waste tinme by citing
nunmerous infractions in procedure
unl ess it becones necessary. W'l
| et you know when we're finished.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON

Ma'am |' Il advise you that when
this becomes a crine scene, which
|'"'mcertain it wll, |I'd best not

have to deal with your tracks and
prints while | try to find out who
nmur dered this man.

Kirumignores their conversation and stares at the figure on
the ceiling. W see a brief flashback of a young girl on a
pl ane wth that sane figure tattooed on her neck.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
Al right everyone out, take a |lunch
break and neet back here at noon.

El i ci a approaches Kirum

ELICI A
Have you ever seen that before?

Kl RUM
Maybe. Don't let this stuff
di stract you. Have you | et
anything in the report or what
you' ve seen here invade your
i nstinct?



ELIClI A
(Looking at the
ceiling.)
No. | have no preconceived notion

as to what has happened here.

Kl RUM
Good. Now exam ne himand record
hi s readi ngs.

They place a | adder next to the nan and she clinbs up to
i nspect the body.

She exam nes the man's eyes with a an object simlar to a
silver pen that emts a laser light. After holding the |ight
in his right eye for five seconds she reads an LED screen on
the side of the pen.

ELICI A
Kirumthis line isn't flat. In
fact it's going crazy.

Kl RUM
That's not possible. Maybe you're
not ready. Cone down.

ELICI A
This may be ny first recordi ng but
|"ve been reading for years. |I'm

telling you this man's...

Her leg slips and she has to grab the body to keep from
falling. Just as she gasps a sigh of relief she sees the
man's right eye staring at her and it blinks. She falls off
of the | adder and Kirum catches her. She's hyperventil ating.

Kl RUM
Why' d you | et go?

She tries to speak but she can't catch her breath.

Kl RUM
Cal m down and tell ne what
happened?

ELICI A

He. He. He wi nked at ne.
Ki rum hel ps her to her feet and squeezes his forehead.

He deliberately clinbs up and takes anot her reading.



Kl RUM
It's flat now. You' re not to | eave
my sight until this is over. Not
even for a second, do you hear?

ELICI A
Until what's over?
Kl RUM
First things first. You still have
a job to do. Have you nmde a
deci si on?
ELICI A
(She | ooks at the
body.)
| guess | have...
Kl RUM
Have you nade a decision or not?
ELICI A
Yes. |I'mpositive this man took
his own life.
Kl RUM

K. Now tell the O eaners to get
in here and work quickly.
Hopefully we won't have to |isten
to the abuse fromthe |ocal "know
it alls.”

W see a large van, with the sanme Star of David on it's
side, and eight cleaners, along with two heavily armed nen,
energe with a stretcher and various tools. Elicia watches as
they take the body down and put it in the back of the van
and into an incinerator. The house is restored to a nornal
appearance and there's nothing left to suggest soneone had
just died there.

She approaches Kirum who appears to be talking to hinself
but he's talking to a mniature phone that's inside his
nout h.

KI' RUM
|"m sorry but we have several nore
cases in this area and sonet hing
has conme up that has to be dealt
with and | don't know how | ong
it'I'l take.

He pauses and listens as he turns away from an onl ooki ng
Elicia.



KI' RUM
| mss you too. But you know you
don't need ny help with the final
pl ans. Between you and Charlotte
it'"ll all get handled. Is Charles
still conpl ai ni ng?

Anot her pause.

Kl RUM
Well he's been waiting a long tine
to give away his only daughter.
have to go, I'Il call you when
can. Goodbye

He uses a tiny renote to hang up and Elicia watches him put
it in his lab coat.

ELICI A
(Confused.)
Ki rum where's the phone?

Kl RUM
(Smling.)
| had it put in a right nolar. I
can talk and hear out of it and
the renote does the rest.

ELICI A
VWhat are you 007? Where's m ne?

Kl RUM
| had it done in Japan two nonths
ago. It won't be in the States for

a while.

ELICI A
You're like a big kid with your
gadget s.

Kl RUM

Looks li ke the party is about to
liven up a bit.

She | ooks over her shoul der and sees the detective and two
squad cars pull up

Kl RUM
Do you feel up to this?

ELI Cl A
No. But | have to |l earn sone tine.
Besides |'m nore concerned about
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ELICI A (cont'd)
this wink thing. Wat's that al
about ?

Detective Christianson interrupts wwth a | oud voice as he
wal ks towards them very fast.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
You just couldn't handle | osing
control could you?

ELICI A
| won't even dignify that with a
response detective.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
|"ve seen a ot of things but this
beats all. D d you even read ny
report? Why'd you even bot her
show ng up? You coul d' ve just
phoned it in and saved the tax
payers |lots of noney. My God who
do you think you are?

ELICI A
| understand you're bei ng upset
but if you'll calmdown I'Il try

and answer your questions; which
is nore than |'mobligated to do.

He takes a deep breath and closes his eyes for a few seconds
as the arnmed nen nake their presence nore obvious.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
You're damm right |I'mupset but
"1l remain cal mcause otherw se
"1l never get any answers. Back
to my first question, did you read
my report?

ELICI A
If you're interested in the truth
"Il tell you honestly that ny
deci sion was not and coul d not be
i npacted by your report. Now
before you react you shoul d know
did read every word.

He shakes his head.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
You people amaze ne. | realize
you're not trained in | aw
enf orcenment but any | ayman can
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DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON (cont'

| ook at that report and deduce the
fact that Reverend Pl ackard
coul dn't have does this al one.

ELICI A
That nmay be the case but that
doesn't change the fact that he
took his own life.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
But that nakes no sense. |'mvery
famliar wth you people' s work
and | don't even want to debate
Wi th you how your innate intuition
has been honed to perfection
causing you to be able to
determ ne the difference between a
suicide and a nurder. Personally I
don't care what the nunbers say
it's a bunch of hogwash to ne but
as | said that's not ny point.

ELICI A
VWhat is your point detective? Is
your point that because the maid
saw a boy running away fromthe
house this has to be a nurder?

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
My point is, ma'am that because
you' ve destroyed a crinme scene
this case will never be solved. Wy
point is in a few mnutes you're
going to hand ne an urn with the
ashes of a man of God and I'|
have to tell his famly that he
and he al one was responsi ble for
his death. And they, along with
his congregation, will have to
live with the thought that their
spiritual |eader and a cornerstone
of their faith lost all hope and,
out of the blue, took his own
life.

ELICI A
| hate that's your job Detective
but 1'lIl remnd you of the nunbers

of cases you have to deal with
now. And that the only reason the
ATC was created was because Police
departnents could no | onger handl e
t he workl oad created by the fact
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ELICI A (cont'd)
that over ten percent of the
popul ati on over nine years old now
takes their own lives. A
per cent age that has increased
every year for the |ast decade and
shows no sign of slow ng down. |
get the inpression you have a
personal interest in this case but
that doesn't change the fact that
this was a suicide. And the
nunbers don't lie detective, ATC
was the nost scrutinized conpany
in the history of the world for
three years and the instincts of
t hose agents were shown to be
flaw ess. I'mnot saying you're
wong |I'mjust trying to help you
do your job which is to focus on
actual murder cases.

Kl RUM
Detective | would |ike to know one
thing. Wiy did the maid think the
boy canme frominside the house?

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
Does it even matter? Don't answer
that. She thought soneone | ooked
out the wi ndow when she pulled up
but she wasn't positive. But when
we arrived he hadn't been dead
nmore than ten to fifteen m nutes.
| can al nost swear soneone el se
put that stuff on the walls and
ceiling.

Kl RUM
As you said we'll probably never
know but if it helps | have no
doubt he took his own life.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
You know that's the first tine one
of you guys has ever sounded |ike
a human bei ng.

A C eaner wal ks up and hands Kiruman Urn. He hands it to
Elicia and she uses a bracelet to stanp Absolute on the
bottomof it. The detective wal ks up and takes it from her.

KI' RUM
Don't let that get around or |
could | ose ny job.
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The detective feigns a grin and wal ks away. He turns back
around and asks Kirum

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
What exactly does ATC stand for?

Kl RUM
| guess that depends on who you're
asking. | know nost of you guys

say it stands for Accessory to
Crinme but officially it stands for
Absol ut e Technol ogy Cor porati on.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
Just checki ng.

Elicia rolls her eyes at Kirum
Elicia and Kirumwal k back to the van.

ELICI A
Just how long am | not supposed to
be out of your site?

| NT. HOTEL ROOM - NI GHT

Kirumsits in a chair and Elicia is in the bathroom He's
hol ding an unlit cigar.

Switch to her face in the mrror and she wi nks at herself.
Hurriedly she wal ks out and we see her approach Kirum

ELICI A
Look I know you're practically a
married man and all but this is
nmore than a bit awkward. Do you
really plan on sleeping in here
t oni ght ?

Kl RUM
This is very inportant. Has
anyt hi ng strange happened since
t hi s norni ng?

ELICI A
| guess that neans yes? You know
there's a perfectly good
expl anation for what happened and
|'"d appreciate it if you' d stop
freaki ng nme out.



Kl RUM
Has anyt hi ng happened?
ELICI A
Yes. | can't stop thinking about

sonet hi ng that happened in coll ege
and just a mnute ago I w nked at
nyself in the mrror.

Kirumsits with a blank stare on his face.

ELICI A
Look I know I have this rough
exterior but I can't even watch a
scary novie by nyself so if you
know sonet hing then out with it?

Kl RUM
That's just it, | don't know
anyt hi ng. Because we're not
allowed to fraternize with other
Absol utionists all | can go by is
my own experience. In training you
| earned that our suicide rate is
| ess than ten percent of the
i nternational average didn't you?

ELI Cl A
O course but what does that have
to do with anything?

KI' RUM
|"mnot saying it does |I'm just
curious what nmakes us so special?

ELICI A
What personal experience have you
had with this Kirunf

Kl RUM
None. At |east none directly.
Cccasionally people conmt suicide
while we're still in the area
investigating. Instead of letting
the "Program' pick the
Absol utionist Central assigns the
agent nearby the case. On three
di fferent occasions when | was
assigned the new victins were
peopl e who' d been at the scene of
a previous call.

11.



ELICI A
People fromthe local police
depart nent ?

Kl RUM

Two of themwere the first to find
t he body and the other one was a

| ocal detective. Qut of curiosity
| actually read the files of the

W t nesses and both had stated the
dead person w nked at them Now
don't get upset.

ELIC A
Don't get upset! Wiy woul d t hat
upset nme? Way didn't you report
this to ATC

Kl RUM
Oh | did. The first time it was
ignored and the second tine | was
put on a one nonth | eave due to
mental fatigue.

ELIC A
Are you telling me |'ve caught
sonme kind of suicide bug that is
passed on by a wnk? This is
crazy. I'mthe last person in the
world who would want to die. A
w nk's not going to change that.

Kl RUM
|"mnot saying it will | just
don't think it's a good idea to
| eave you al one for now.

ELICI A
Why just two reports? What about
the third person?

Kl RUM
The detective was investigating a
suicide by fire and the woman had
no eyes left. Fire's nmake for a
t ough Absol uti on.

ELICI A
So why nention that case?



Kl RUM
There were two odd things about
that case. By the tinme | saw the
detective he'd been brought back
fromfour hundred mles away. He'd
taken his |ife outside a snal
town in Kansas. Lyon | think?

ELICI A
You never got to see the crine
scene?

Kl RUM
No. But technically that shoul dn't
matter and | was certain it was
sui ci de.

ELICI A
VWhat was the other odd thing?

Kl RUM
Apparently he was follow ng up on
a lead on his owmn tinme. It didn't
mean anything at the tinme but he
was tracking a boy who was said to
have been seen by firefighters
when they arrived at the suicide.

ELICI A
Are you saying the preacher may
not have killed hinself?

Kl RUM
Oh No. Don't ever doubt your final
decision. | was as certain as you
were. |I'malso as convinced as the

detective that there's sonething
suspi ci ous about that man's death
but that's out of our hands.

ELICI A
And you're also worried |I've
caught sone suicide bug?

KI' RUM
O course not. This is just ny MO
for getting new agents into bed.

She sm | es.

ELICI A
| thought as nuch. What do think
the readi ng nmeant on the Pastor?

13.



Smi | es.

She falls
hands.

Kl RUM
| don't know any nore about those
things than you do. | just take
the reading and send it in.

ELIClI A
Just nmy luck to get a reading ny
first time. Do you think that has
anything to do with this?

Kl RUM
| really don't know.

ELIClI A
And to think they all said |I'd be
working with the best.

KI' RUM
VWhat made you want to this?

ELICI A
My parents divorced when | was
three and I never saw or heard
frommny father until | graduated
fromcoll ege. He sent ne a check
for fifty thousand dollars and an
ap for ATC nedical school. |
didn't think I had a chance of
making it through the screening
process but six years later here |
am | thought ny roommte woul d
have been perfect but now she's
working at an ER in Atl anta.

back on her bed and covers her eyes with her

ELICI A
So do we hang a curtain between
us?

Kl RUM
No. | don't sleep nuch anyway. You
go ahead and get sone rest, |I'm
sure everything wll be fine.

ELICI A
But what about your C eanser? It
won't work unl ess you're sl eeping.

14.
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Kl RUM
"1l get in a nap on the van in
the norning and 1'll wear it then.
ELICI A

| feel bad for putting you through
this but | have to get sone sleep
so | can stop thinking about the
sane thing over and over.

KI' RUM
| don't suppose you want to share
what that is?

ELIC A
| don't know you that well. Mybe
the last day of ny training since
"1l never see you again after
t hat .

Kl RUM
"1l hold you to it.

ELIClI A
It won't bother nme if you want to
snoke that. My dad snoked gi gars.

Kl RUM
Thanks but Hel en asked ne to quit
and this is ny nethod.

He picks up a gane sl eeve.

Kl RUM
|"'mon the |ast |evel of Creation.
"1l kill time by trying to Kil
t he Serpent.

ELI Cl A
k. Have fun.

He takes the small renote out of his pocket. He then puts on
a pair of visors and starts his video gane using the renote.
We watch himplay for a mnute and then see her put on a
smal | headset and fall asl eep.

| NT. HOTEL ROOM ElI GHT HOURS LATER. - NI GHT

We see a shot of the window as the first hint of sunlight
sneaks through a cl osed curtain.



16.
Move to Kirumwho is heavy into his gane.
Move to the face of a sleeping Elicia who | ooks in distress.

We see glinpses of her in bed with an older man and his wfe
wal ks in on them

JEALOUS W FE
| knew you'd be here. | hope she
deserves you you bastard.

We see Elicia and the professor getting dressed and then she
wakes up. She's crying and wal ks over to a | eather bag. She
pulls out a gun and puts it to her head. Kirum hears a click
and junps out of his chair.

Kl RUM
Elicia no. Gve ne the gun.

He struggles to get the gun.

ELICI A
You don't understand. | don't
deserve to live. Wiere's ny clip?
"1l just find another way.

KI' RUM
Just calmdown. | renoved the clip
while you were sl eeping.

She tries to run but he tackles her and after a scuffle he
ti es her hands behind her back with a phone chord. She gets
in a fetal position and | ays on the bed crying.

Kl RUM
"1l be back in two mnutes. Don't
keep fighting or you'll cut
yoursel f.

Kirumruns out of the roomand we see her struggling to get
free. W see sone blood on her wists. After a few m nutes
she gets her hands in front of her and tries to open the

w ndow. She gets it open and | ooks down at the ground eight
stories below. She closes her eyes and falls forward but

Ki rum catches her arm He's holding on to her by the chord
wr apped around her wists. She's bleeding as he pulls her
back inside. The driver conmes running into the room and they
carry her to the elevator. They get her into the van.

KI' RUM
Robert let's go to the hospital.
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DRI VER
Sir you know | can't do that. The
nearest safe-house is eighty mles
nort h.

Kirumis flustered and takes tinme to think.

Kl RUM
Alright wait here while |I get our
t hi ngs. Keep an eye on her.

Ki r um approaches a bel |l hop and they go inside the hotel.

The driver nervously punches in a code to open a console
between the front seats of the van. Inside is a phone and it
di al s automatically.

COWVPUTER VA CE
Your | ocation has been determ ned.
Help is on the way. Please remain
cal mand don't nove unless you
have to.

As the driver listens a young girl approaches the van and
opens the back door. Elicia |ooks up and sees the little
girl smle. She snaps a picture of Elicia and then w nks.
Elicia then passes out.

Kirumwal ks up to the van and sees her |inp body.

Kl RUM
What happened to her?

DRI VER
| don't know sir but help is on
t he way.

Kl RUM
Hel p? What are you tal ki ng about ?

The driver points to the phone and Kirumlistens as the
nmessage keeps repeating itself.

KI' RUM
| didn't even know we had an
enmer gency phone or a safe-house
for that matter.

DRI VER
Just follow ng protocol sir.
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Ki rum uses bandages fromthe first aid kit to wap around
her bl eeding wists. Then he waits in the back of the van as
we hear a siren approaching. Soon a white van pulls up with
the initials AC on the side.

Kl RUM
You're going to be fine Elicia.

A crew gets out of the van and takes her away.

| NT. KIRUM S APARTMENT - DAY
Ki rum wakes up and sees his Cl eanser on the side of the bed.

Hi s fiance Hel en opens the shade and wal ks over to the side
of the bed. She picks up the C eanser.

HELEN
You told ne you had to wear this
whil e you sl eep. Wen did you stop

using it?

Kl RUM
Good norning sunshine. If | answer
that you'll be left wwth only four

gquestions until tonmorrow.

HELEN
Hold up | didn't agree to just
five daily questions on a
permanent basis. Can | help it
that you fascinate ne and | al ways
want to know your opinion and how
you feel and what your thinking?

Kl RUM
You should learn to read ny m nd.
VWhat am | thinking right now?

He puts his arnms around her waist and pulls her to him
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HELEN
Sorry but | have to go with numto
pi ck out a cake. Since you don't
want to participate you can go
over there and take care of that
dead tree in the back yard. Ever
since you said it should be cut
down nom says she can't sleep for
worrying about it falling on the
house. If you don't dad will and
he's in no shape to be handling a
chai n saw.

Kl RUM
|"ve already told you hard | abor
interferes with ny instinct.

HELEN
XK well let's just see how being
cut off affects your instinct.

Kl RUM
Does your dad have a chain saw?

She squeezes his face and gives hima soft Kkiss.

HELEN
Yes but you should buy a new one.
You never know when it m ght cone
i n handy.

KI' RUM
| was hoping to hold out and see
if we get one as a wedding gift?

HELEN
Qops | forgot to register at John
Deer e.

KI RUM
No worries |I'll handle it while
' mthere.

KI RUM

And | thought you weren't going to
hel p with our weddi ng.

She puts a purse over her shoul der and starts out the door.

HELEN
Dad will try to run the show if he
hel ps you but don't let him He
has two herniated discs and it

( MORE)



HELEN (cont' d)
would kill himnot to be able to
wal k down the Isle with ne.

He picks up his Ceanser and | ooks at a light pad that's
bl i nking "Urgent! Critical cleansing needed." He opens a
drawer and throws it in.

Kl RUM

(Voi ce over.)
It's been two weeks since | |ast
used it and nmy head feels clearer
than ever. Sonetines | think the
thing is just a placebo. | haven't
heard fromElicia and | don't
expect to. The conpany's funny
about Abs conmmunicating wth one
another. | just hope she's fine
af ter whatever that was.

EXT. | N-LAWS BACKYARD - DAY

Kirumis making a final preparations to fall a very tal
tree when his phone rings. He takes his renote out of his
pocket .

Kl RUM
Hel | o.

ELICI A
(In a hurry.)
Kirumit's Elicia and we have | ess
than a mnute so there's no tine
for greetings. The small town you
mentioned. Don't say it but do you
remenber yes or no?

Kl RUM
Yes.

ELICI A
Meet ne there tonight and don't
| eave a trail to follow

Kl RUM
Elicia I"'mgetting married
Sunday. . .

ELICI A

You've got to trust me. There's
nore at stake here than you can
know. There's only one restaurant
and 1'll be waiting. Bye.

20.



Kl RUM
Elicia wait. Hell o.

Hel en and her nom drive up and approach Kirum

CHARLOTTE
Hell o Kirum Has Charl es stayed
out of your way?

KI' RUM
Hell o Charlotte. He's actually
been a great hel per. He's gone
after sone outdoor trash bags.

HELEN
So that's where your truck went?
CHARLOTTE
Let's get out of his way dear.
It'lIl be dark in a few hours.
Kl RUM
Can | have a word?
HELEN
Uh oh nother. A word i s never
good. I'Il be right in.

She wal ks away and Hel en gives him a | ook.

HELEN
| think I already know? You've
been cal |l ed on assi gnnment haven't

you?
KI' RUM
You can read ny m nd.
HELEN
| was just tal king to nother about
how | ong you' ve had off and | just

felt Iike you were about to be
cal |l ed back to work.

Kl RUM
Vell | have to | eave right away so
| can be back here by Sunday.

HELEN
But the tree?
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Kl RUM
|"mnot going to have tine. |'m
going to call a tree service to
conme finish the job. | was

dreadi ng the cl eanup anyway. Just
make sure they slice the tree in
firewood length and 1'Il chop it

after it dries.

HELEN
So the next tine | see you wll be
at the Chapel ? But what about
rehearsal ?

Kl RUM
| m ght be back nmuch sooner but if
| mss it I'll just have to w ng

it.

Charles conmes fromthe front of the house and wal ks up on
t hem ki ssi ng.

CHARLES
Did a boy wal k back here?

HELEN
W didn't see anyone. Kirunm s been
called to work and we're going to
have a tree service cone and cut
the tree down.

CHARLES
That's nonsense. |1'll have it done
in an hour.

He smles and wi nks at Kirum who w nks back. Charlotte wal ks
up.
CHARLOTTE
| f you touch that saw I'mfiling
for divorce.
Charl es takes her hand and gi ves her a ki ss.
Kl RUM
| need to get cleaned up and pack.
"Il call when | can.

They ki ss and he | eaves.
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EXT. LYON KANSAS - NI GHT
Kirumgets out of a Shuttle Taxi and wal ks into a D ner.

He sees no one and waits at the counter. A waitress comes
out of the kitchen.

WAl TRESS
Howdy hun. You nust be the man
that pretty young wonman's been
waiting for? We close in ten
m nutes and she said to neet her
at Henry's. That's the bar over on
Central. If you hurry you can
catch the end of happy hour.

Kl RUM
Thanks.
WAl TRESS
Sure thing hun. | can neke you a
qui ck sandwhich if you're hungry?
Kl RUM
No thank you | ate on the plane.
WAl TRESS
Alrighty then. I'll be over there
soon enough. Maybe I'Il let you

buy ne a drink?
He smles and wal ks out the door. W pick up at the bar.
HENRY' S BAR
He enters and sees a man at the bar and sone young peopl e

pl aying darts. Eliciaisn't there and he wal ks up to the
bart ender .

BARTENDER
Sorry pal but you just m ssed
happy hour.

Kl RUM

Fi gures. How bout a draft?
He hands hima beer. The man at the bar | ooks at Kirum

MAN AT BAR
Sorry you m ssed happy hour son.

Ki rum hol ds his beer up for a toast and the old man obli ges.
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Kl RUM
Here's to another twenty three
hours of unhappi ness.

The old man grins big.

MAN AT BAR
Now I "Il drink to that.

Elicia walks in and up to Kirum It catches himoff guard as
she ki sses him

Pan to the bartender who | ooks at Harol d.

BARTENDER
So much for unhappi ness.

MAN AT BAR
['Il drink to that.

She takes Kirum by the hand and they sit at a table in the
back.

ELICI A
Sorry about that but it's better
if people think we're here on a
| over's fling. Everyone knows
everyone around here and we stick
out |like a bear at a weddi ng.

KI' RUM
(Facetiously.)
You're right. Maybe we shoul d keep
maki ng out just to put on a good

show.
ELICI A
(Facetiously.)
Maybe later. I'msorry for
draggi ng you deeper into this
but. ..
He rai ses his voice.
Kl RUM
I nt o what ?
She shhhhshes him
Kl RUM

Into what? All this tinme |'ve been
wonderi ng what happened to you and
suddenly you call and give ne

MORE



KI RUM (cont ' d)
secret orders for an espi onage.
In case you' ve forgotten the | ast
tinme | saw you you were dead set
on taking your own life and for
all I know you're still off your
rocker. So please tell nme what it
is you' re hoping to acconplish by
us neeting here?

ELICl A
Just stay calmfor a mnute while
| gather ny thoughts. Wuld you
li ke to know what happened after
was haul ed away?

Kl RUM
Sure | want to know. | was sure
you were being well taken care of
but it concerned ne to think I'd
probably never know for sure that
you were ok.

ELICI A
Wel | thanks for the concern and
t hank you for saving ny life.
Twi ce. Wen | woke up I was in an
i sol ated area of the ATC
headquarters in Washi ngton. There
was a private duty nurse there and
she was the only person | saw for
a week.

Switch to Headquarters.

I NT. | SOLATED ROOM HDQRS - DAY

Elicia is reading a book in a white roomw th no w ndows.
She has cl ean bandages on her wists. A man wal ks in and
i ntroduces hinsel f.

DR. TODD
Pl ease stay seated Dr. Mangum [|'m
Dr. Todd and I'mvery sorry it's
taken ne so long to neet with you.
| understand you went through
quite an ordeal |ast week. We're
all very glad to hear that you're
recovering nicely and there
doesn't seemto be any |asting
effects fromthe virus.
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ELI Cl A
It's quite an honor to neet you
Dr. Todd but | wasn't aware |'d
contracted a virus.

DR. TODD
No of course not it's extrenely
rare but sonme agent's i mmne
systens devel op a very powerfu
reaction to the m xture of
i nocul ations you're all forced to
endure. The synptons vary but the
nost conmon one i S a sudden
onsl aught of deep depression
acconpani ed with sone hysteria and
even hal | uci nati ons.

She pauses.

He sm | es.

DR TODD
Doctor | realize this may cone as
a shock to you but | assure you
there'll be no lasting effects. In
fact the worst is over and you'l
be out of here very soon.

ELICI A
Please call nme Elicia if you don't
m nd?

DR TODD
| can see Dr. Lanbert's affect on
you al ready. He's sonewhat
eccentric but one of our best
agents.

Kl RUM
Yes he says that if someone hears
hi m cal |l ed doctor they always want
to know of what? He then has to
lie or risk telling the truth and
hope they haven't had a bad
experience wth one of us.

DR TODD
Yes | think he's what one woul d
call crazy like a fox.

DR TODD
Listen Elicia you don't have to be
bashful because of ny position.

( MORE)
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DR. TODD (cont'd)
happen to be a Psychol ogi st and
one of the reasons |"'mhere is to
hel p you sort through this.

ELICI A
Sort through what doctor? As you
said | was a victimof ny own
i mune system and the worst is
over.

DR TODD
Ri ght you are young | ady. Everyone
will be pleased to hear that you
are doing well. I'"msure that
woul d at | east be stir crazy by
nowif it were nme in your
position. But not to worry you'l
be back in the real world soon
enough.

ELICI A
And then what ?

DR. TODD
After an undetermned tine of paid
| eave you'll be placed with

anot her trainer and on your way to
a wonderful career.

ELICI A
s there any reason why | can't
finish nmy training with Kirun?

DR TODD
None ot her than the fact that
he' Il be training sonmeone el se by

the tinme you're ready to work
again. W can't let your little
setback bring everything else to a
halt and Dr. Lanbert's too

val uable to | eave in |inbo.

ELICI A
| see. Wll | do feel privileged
to have had one of the ten nost
power ful persons in the conpany
cone and check on ne.

DR. TODD
This Conpany's entire worth is
based on it's Absolutionists
Elicia. As you | earned by our
screeni ng process your talent is

27.
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DR. TODD (cont'd)
extrenely rare and we take every
precaution and spare no expense
when it conmes to each of you

ELICI A
Vel |l thank you very much. | hope
to make you all proud.

DR TODD
We have every bit of confidence
you'll do just that nmy dear. Is
there anything else | can do for

you?
ELICI A

Just get ne out of here ASAP.
DR. TCODD

We'll do. I'll have a phone

brought in and you can make travel
pl ans for Friday. Your travel
expenses are on us so don't waste
time | ooking for bargains.

ELICI A
Thank you again. It'll be nice to
spend sone tine at home. Goodbye
Dr. Todd.

DR. TODD
(Trying to flirt.)
Goodbye Elicia. 1'"'mgoing to | eave
a nunber with the nurse. If you
need anything, and | do nean
anyt hing, you can reach ne at any
time through ny service.

He wal ks out the door and she has a quizzical |ook on her
face.

| NT. OKLAHOVA CI TY Al RPORT - DAY

Elicia" s getting her bags when a man bunps into her and
keeps on wal ki ng wi t hout an apol ogy.

ELI Cl A
Jerk.

She carries her luggage out and her nother is waiting for
her in an old Vol vo. Mist people are leaving and arriving in
shuttles and a few nodern | ooking taxis. She gets in the car
after putting her luggage in the trunk.



JANI CE
Hello darling. | thought | was
going to be late. | had to take
Sanpson to the vet.

ELICI A
Hel | o Mot her. You | ook casual.
What's wong with old Fat head?

JANI CE
I"'mfinally having himfixed. The
nei ghbor's dog is in heat again
and he's nearly chewed the fence
down trying to get to her.

Elicia feels sonething in her pocket and pulls out an
envel ope.

JANI CE
VWhat's that dear?

Readi ng the note inside.

ELICI A
That nust have been who bunped
into ne at the airport. Mother
take me back to the term nal and
drop ne off. I'Il get a ride hone
| ater.

JANI CE
| s everything alright?

ELICI A
Everything's fine but I'mcurious
to see what this man has to say.

They drive back and she goes to the duty free shop.

THE SHOP

ELICI A
Excuse ne but did a man | eave
sonet hing here for Elicia Mangunf?

CASHI ER
Yes. Here's the key your husband
left for you.

She takes the key and finds |ocker 1271. She opens it and
finds a lock box inside. Init is a picture, a note and a

car

key. She | ooks at the picture and flashes back to the
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girl who winked at her in the van.

Note: Hello Dr. Mangum |If you've ever seen this girl go to
par ki ng space 317 A and drive the car there to 5167

Carm chael in Lyon, Ks. I'll neet you there at eight PM If
you' re being followed don't cone.

ELICI A

(Voi ce over.)
| f you go you're crazy. If you
don't go it'll drive you crazy.

I NT. CAR - N GHT

Elicia arrives at the address and parks in front of the
house. A man wal ks out and they approach each other on the
front | awn.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
Surprized to see ne again?

ELICI A
1o Detective Christianson. A
little.
DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
| thought you'd want to know who
the girl was that took your
pi cture.

ELICI A
Well you were right but how do you
know anyt hi ng about that?

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
| was kind of hoping | could show
you. But that would nean you
staying here tonight. Don't worry
| have a roomclose by. This is
one of our officer's sister's
house. She's been a great help and
she says she'd love for you to
st ay.

ELICI A
Look I"'mtoo tired to say no so
"1l stay in town until norning
but 1'Il get a roomfor the night
as well.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
| understand. Say we neet back
here at eight?



ELI Cl A
Fi ne. Pl ease make sure she isn't
of f ended.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
"1l do.

NEXT MORNI NG SAME LOCATI ON.

Elicia knocks on the front door.

There's a

KAREN
Hello Dr. Mangum

ELI Cl A
Pl ease call ne Hicia.

KAREN
Elicia |'"m Karen Mayhew . Can
of fer you sone breakfast and
cof fee?

ELICI A
Cof fee sounds great. Just plain if
you will.

knock and Karen let's the Detective in.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
Good norning |adies. | hope you
haven't been waiting | ong doctor?

KAREN
She just got here and she prefers
Elicia.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
Karen has been a God-send. Right
after Reverend Pl ackard died her
brot her spotted a kid fromhis
home town near the bus station and
stopped to chat with him The kid
acted real nervous and didn't want
to answer any questions. Alertly
John radi oed nme fromhis car and
kept the boy busy | ong enough for
me to drive by wwth the nmaid. She
was positive he was the kid who
ran away when she drove up

ELICI A
Detective | hope you haven't
brought nme out here because you
( MORE)
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ELICI A (cont'd)
still think that nan was nurdered?
|"ve already told you it was a
sui ci de and. ..

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
Hold up just a mnute. | don't
know why but between the two of
you | got convinced it was a
suicide and | haven't changed ny
m nd about that. But | also knew
the Rev didn't put that stuff on
his walls and now | know who did.
What | still don't know is why he
did it and what he saw.

ELICI A
What did he say he was doi ng
t here?

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
Now we' re getting sonmewhere. John
had anot her brai nst orm and
convinced ne to |let the boy go
w thout taking himto the station.
Rel uctantly | agreed and that's
what | ed us here.

ELICI A
As you' ve poi nted out before
Detective |"'mnot trained in | aw
enforcenment but even to a |ayman
that seens a bit strange.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
Being that we're on a first nanme
basis please call ne Janes.
O ficer Mayhew began his career
right here where he worked for two
years. In those two years he heard
many runors about the "Catchum
Conservatory" just outside of
t own.

ELI Cl A
| didn't know there was a nusi c
school around here?

KAREN
There's not. At least it's not a
musi ¢ school any nore. Catchum was
cl osed down in Cctober of 1930
after it's founder Anglund Catchum
took his owmn life in front of many
( MORE)
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She hands
opens the

KAREN (cont' d)
of the students. The facility and
about five hundred acres was
bought at auction by Anglund's
tw n brother Zephyr Catchum

ELI Cl A
You seemto know a | ot about it's
hi story?

KAREN

You don't grow up around here
wi t hout hearing all about Catchum

As a little girl I lived in fear
that |1'd be taken in as an
| nnocent .
ELI Cl A
A what ?

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
Elicia we're expected sonewhere
shortly. Karen | think |I've
| earned enough to fill her in on
the way. | can al so explain why we
| et the boy go.

KAREN
O course. Well it was nice
meeting you Elicia. You both be
careful, there's a lot of truth to
t he Cat chum | egends.

ELICI A
Nice to neet you as well Karen.
Thanks for the coffee.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
You can give Karen her car key
back now.

her the key and Janes | eads her to his car and
door. He drives away and naekes a call.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON

We'll be there in a few m nutes.
| s the grandnot her awake? Good.
See you shortly.

ELI Cl A
VWhat's an | nnocent ?

33.
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DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
| didn't want you to associ ate why
you're here wth some | ocal |egend
that's why | interupted.

ELICI A
And?

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
|"mnot saying | believe it but
peopl e here believe ki dnapped
children are taken to Catchum and
used as sonme kind of spiritua
transports.

ELICI A
By spiritual you mean fromthe
spirit world?

He | ooks at her and scratches his head. He has a half grin
hal f frown.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
It's not ny | egend. You said you
wanted to know.

ELI Cl A
Pl ease tell ne we're not off to
see the Wzard?

They share a good | augh.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
As far as | know we're still in
Kansas.

ELICI A
Let nme guess. The boy is,
supposedl y, an | nnocent?

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
You are a sharp one but he's not
anyt hi ng anynore. That's where
we're going. In fact we're there
now.

They pull up to a run down hone al ong-side a county road.
O ficer John Mayhew is there in street clothes.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
Elicia this is John Mayhew.
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ELICI A
| saw you once before but you | ook
di fferent out of uniform

OFFI CER MAYHEW
Yes ma'am This is far fromny
jurisdiction and if the Sheriff
here thought | was practicing |aw
in his county he'd put nme behind
bars.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
O ficer Mayhew i s hel ping ne on
his own tine. Have you been inside
yet ?

OFFI CER MAYHEW
No but M ss Crandl e says we can
| ook all we want. She was ny
Sunday school teacher when | was a
boy but she's not able to get out
any nore.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
Wil e we have a | ook could you ask
if we can see the boy's remins?

OFFI CER MAYHEW
Certainly.

Janes and Elicia walk down into a cellar that was the boys
hi deout. On the walls are the sanme kinds of draw ngs that
were on the Reverend's wall. They | ook around and he shows
her several pictures and then they find a picture of her.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
This is also where we found the
picture of the little girl. The
boy's nanme was Joseph Crandl e and
he took his own |ife shortly after
he returned.

ELI Cl A
He was quite an artist and
creative with the nanes of his
monsters. Heriel, Haliab, Shabrich
and Mal cat ha.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
What makes you think he nade them
up?
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ELICI A
|'ve never heard of any of them
He didn't do it here did he?

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
No he killed hinself down at the
Quarry. And because of M ss
Crandl e's disdain for the |oca
authorities they haven't been
al | oned down here.

John arrives with an urn and hands it to Elicia. She checks
the bottom and sees "Absolute" stanped on it.

OFFI CER MAYHEW
| feel sorry for his grandnother
but she's a religious woman and
has a deep inner strength; nuch
t ougher than you m ght think.

ELICI A
This was rul ed a suicide anyway so
why would the | ocal authorities be
i nvestigating?

OFFI CER MAYHEW
Henry d aze is the sheriff. He
runs this county and |ikes to know
everyt hing that goes on around
her e.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
There may be anot her reason as
wel | .

He reaches in his pocket and pulls out an object wapped up
in cloth and hands it to Elicia. She opens it and | ooks at a
Kirian bl ade.

ELICI A
s this what the boy painted on
the ceiling?

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
We believe so. He gave it to his
grandnot her to hide the night he
di ed. Two years ago her grandson
st opped going to church and
school. Then he was al ways gone
and wouldn't tell her where. W've
found bus tickets to about a
hundred different cities in the
US. He was al so out of the States

( MORE)
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DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON (cont' d)
on several occasions. The nost
recent trips were taken with
someone el se and we now know who
that was. It's the girl who took
your picture.

ELICI A
How do you know t hat ?

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
Because she told us. Her nother's
a single parent and says she had
no i dea where her daughter had
been goi ng because she had to
wor k. She clains that she reported
Lisa mssing a few tinmes but
Sheriff d aze would never do
anyt hing about it. W can go see
themif you' d Iike?

ELI Cl A
| would like to see Lisa. Were do
they live?

OFFI CER MAYHEW
We've had to take sone extra
precautions and they're at a safe
pl ace.

ELICI A
Why does this feel |ike snipe
hunting to nme?

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
Come agai n?

ELICI A
| just don't like being in the
dar k al one.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
You'l | know everything soon
enough.

EXT. CABIN IN THE WOODS - DAY

Elicia and Janes get out of the car and see Samant ha Parker
sitting on a porch swing. She doesn't bother getting up.

SAVANTHA
Lisa's on the tire swing down by
t he pond.
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ELI Cl A
|'d like to talk to Lisa al one for
a few n nutes.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
I f you say so but it took us two
days to get anything out of her.

ELICI A
| want to try.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
(Poi nting Sout h)
It's about a hundred yards that
way.

Elicia wal ks up to Lisa who is sitting on the swing but not
SW ngi ng.

ELICI A
Hello Lisa. I"'mElicia. You took
my picture a couple weeks ago. Do
you renenber ?

She snil es but doesn't answer.

ELICI A
Lisait's very inportant that |
know what you were doing there?

Still smling but nothing.

ELICI A
Were you there to heal nme? Because
that's what you did. Don't worry |
won't tell anyone because they'll
think I"'mcrazy but | felt instant
relief. Do you renenber what you
did to make that happen?

LI SA
(Very innocent.)
| took him away.

ELICI A
That's right you took sonet hing
away. Can | know what that was?

LI SA
Not a what. A who.
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ELICI A
(Confused. GCets
cl ose.)
Al right who did you take away?

LI SA
| can't say his nane.

ELICI A
(Looks her in the
eyes.)
Can you tell ne where he is now?

Lisa smles and suddenly her eyes enlarge and start to gl ow
In a | ow denpon voi ce she says.

LI SA
Ri ght here Elicia.

Elicia screans and falls backwards.

LI SA
(Denon voi ce.)
| mss you. Do you m ss ne?

Janes and Lisa cone running up. He goes to Elicia and
Samant ha goes to Lisa.

SAVANTHA
VWhat happened?

Lisa's eyes and voice are back to nornal.

LI SA
Mom |'' m hungry.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON

(Hel pi ng her up.)
Why' d you screantf?

ELICI A
| need to make a phone call.

I NT. BACK TO BAR - NI GHT

Kirum s runni ng both hands through his hair and | ooki ng down
at the table.

Kl RUM
That's when you call ed ne?



ELICI A
Yes but before | did Janes opened
up to nme about sone things.

KI' RUM
Ch pl ease give nme sonet hing
i nteresting because up to now |'ve
been bored stiff.

ELI Cl A

Reverend Pl ackard's suici de was
staged. The boy was there because
he wanted to destroy Heliab while
he was i nside Plackard who was
very sick and had just a few weeks
to live. That's what the cross

kni fe was for.

KI' RUM
VWhat are you tal ki ng about? |
under stand you' ve been through a
great deal but | think | see where
this is going and |I'mjust not
prepared to believe any of it.

ELI Cl A
You didn't hear and see what | did
inthat little girl Kirum And
that stuff about a bad reaction to
shots is a bunch of horse crap.

KI' RUM
Ch no you're not. If you're going
to sit there and try and convi nce
me that Raynond Todd has sonet hing
to do with this I mght as well
| eave now.

ELICI A
Not just himbut the whole staff
of Adm nistrative CGenerals. Just
listen for a mnute. Wi el se has
nmore to gain by ranmpant suicides
than the ATC? Internationa
budgets have been greatly inpacted
just to pay for our program
because they don't have the space
for bodies nor the manpower to
i nvestigate their deaths. Those
AGs are ten of the richest people
in the world after just ten years.
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KI' RUM
Stop. Stop right there. Elicia
this truly has been fascinating
and | can't say for sure that
there's not sone supernatura
stuff involved but |'m not about
to get mxed up in sone conspiracy
t heory about our Conpany using
children to transport denons to
di fferent people marked for
suicide. | feel like a lunatic
just saying that out [ oud.

ELICI A
Do you know why they're called
| nnocents Kirunf?

He starts to get up but she grabs his armand pulls him

down.

ELICI A
They're call ed I nnocents because
they don't have enough guilt for
t he denons to attack. You know
what it was that | kept thinking
about? | kept renenbering an
affair I had wth a marri ed man
and how it tore his famly apart.
When | put that gun to ny head |
couldn't stand the thought of
l[iving with that sin any nore.
That's why happy peopl e suddenly
take their own |ives.

He runs out of the bar and she follows himuntil
and | ooks at a few cars outside.

Kl RUM
(Scream ng)
Damm it! | don't have a ride.
listened to you and now |I' m stuck

her e.
She wal ks up to himbut he backs away.

ELICI A
|'"'mso scared right now | can
hardly breathe. My paranoia is
maki ng ne del usional and |'m
asking you for help. W need to
know t he nanme of the man who
started ATC. Now | can see why
he' s al ways been anonynous but

( MORE)

he stops
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ELICI A (cont'd)
finding himis the first step
towards ending this.

Kl RUM
You're asking for nore than |I have
to give. I've waited thirty seven

years to find someone who | oves ne
for who I am You' re young and
this thing will pass and you'l

fall in love perhaps a few tines.
But thisis it for me and | can't
do anything to screw it up. The
best that could cone out of this
is | lose ny career and the worst

i S uni magi nabl e.

She's crying and turns away fromhim After a mnute he
wal ks up to her and they hug.

ELICI A
You' re absolutely right. |I have no
right to ask this fromyou but |
don't have a choice. | can't run
fromthis.

Kl RUM
VWhat can you do? Nothing! You're
not in your right mnd right now
Let's drive to your nother's house
in Cklahoma and I'll catch the
first flight hone tonorrow. Then
you can spend sonme tine with your
mom until your head cl ears.

ELICI A
That's tenpting but it won't work
because |I'I|l have too many
unanswer ed questions. | appreciate

you com ng here the way you did
and | can drive you to the
commut er airport.

KI' RUM
| wish | could talk you out of
this. Do you, at |east, have a
pl an?

She pulls a filmrecorder out of one pocket and a heavy
transmtter out of the other and shows themto him

ELICI A
If 1"mgoing to report this to the
Cl A or FBI or whoever handles this
( MORE)
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ELICI A (cont'd)
kind of thing I'm going to need
sonet hi ng nore substantial than a
crazy story. WIIl you take this
receiver and hide it for nme? Janes
says it instantly records
everything | film

Kl RUM
That old thing's only good up to
forty or fifty yards and the sound
quality is bad. Not to nention the
fact the transmtter weighs a ton.
| have one at hone that's only a
few ounces and records up to a
hundred yards clearly. Listen to
me. | sorry but I can't get
involved. I'll take the receiver
but that's as nmuch as | can offer.

ELICI A
| understand. My car's over here.

They wal k away.

EXT. I N-LAWS BACKYARD EARLY AFTERNOON. - DAY
Kirumpulls up and Hel en runs up to his truck.

HELEN

(Sobbi ng.)
|'"'mso glad you're here. It's
horrible. They said they couldn't
cut himout until the
Absol uti oni st has nade a deci si on.
What does that nean Kirunf? Pl ease
get that tree off ny father. |
don't care if he died instantly I
can't stand know ng he's under
t here.

KI' RUM
There's an Ab agent here now?

HELEN
Yes he arrived a few m nutes ago.
| told them you were com ng but
they said it didn't work that way.
| don't know what that means but
Mom is devastated. She had to be
sedated. Just see what you can do.
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Kl RUM
"Il find out what's goi ng on but
you have to cal m down. R ght now
we need to keep our heads about
us. Now go check on Charlotte.

HELEN
K. I'mjust so happy you're here.

He hugs her tight and kisses her the top of her head.

Kirumwal ks up on a man in a black | ab-coat who is reading
the eyes of Charles Waynebridge. He's |lying on his back and
the tree has fallen right down the center of him

Kl RUM
What are his readi ngs?

The man gl ances up but doesn't acknow edge Kirum He picks
up a clipboard and nakes a note. Kirum wal ks cl oser and
stares up at the huge man as he stands up.

Kl RUM
| know the rul e about fraternizing
Dr. Pei but I'mgoing to ask you
to break it for me. | assune this
is a Type B investigation and
you' re here to deci de between an
acci dent or suicide. | know you
need to get it right for the sake
of statistics but |I'm asking you
tolet nme tell the famly what
they want to hear irregardl ess of
what you determ ne.

SR ABSOLUTI ONI ST
|"mgoing to act like I didn't
hear that.

The man signals for the teamto come in and the clean up
begins. Kirumis distraught. He watches in a daze. He

wat ches the Sr. take out a renote just like his and start
tal king to sonebody. The agent's clipboard is sitting on a
tabl e and Ki rum wal ks by sl ow enough to get a peak. He
notices two things, Flat-line and "Wong Man".

I nside the house Helen is washing her face. Kirumwal ks up
to her.

HELEN
| hear the chainsaws. Thank you so
much.



Kl RUM
Hel en do you renenber yesterday
when your father said sonething
about a boy?

HELEN
Yes he asked if a boy had been by
but what does that natter now?

Kl RUM

You said that you and Charlotte
were out and Charles decided to
cut the tree down on his own. When
you found himdid either of you

| ook into his eyes? | know the
gquestion seens strange but | need
to know.

HELEN
We cane back early because he'd
been acting strange and nom was
worried. She wal ked straight to
hi m and screanmed. | saw hi m and
cane inside to call nine one one.
Mom was out there the whole tine
but she fell down and started
praying and | think she stayed
that way until the police arrived.

KI' RUM
Hel en | have to prepare you for
sonething horrible that's about to
happen. I wish | could stop it but
| can't.

HELEN
How could it get any worse?

KI' RUM
Renmenber you asked what they neant
about the agent having to decide?

HELEN
Ch ny God. | know what that neans
when there m ght have been a
sui cide but this was an acci dent.
What deci sion could there be?

45.
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Kl RUM
It's called a type B investigation
done for statistical purposes and
because if it's a suicide ATC has
to do the cleanup and handl e the
body.

She screans and tries to run out to her father but he grabs
her. She hits his chest with her fists and screans.

HELEN
You know that's inpossible. He
woul dn't do that; especially right
now. It's a mstake. Don't |et
themcremate ny father. Please
don't let themcremate ny father.

She sits down and cries and Kirumtries to hold her but she
won't et him

| NT. KAREN MANGUM S HOUSE - DAY

Karen and Elicia are in the front roomtal king. The canera
starts in the back roomand we see pictures of the Mangum
famly as the canmera noves into the hallway and into the
front room The pictures of John stop at a young age but
there are pictures of Karen up until adulthood. Their voices
are barely audible until we can see them and we hear Karen.

KAREN
My husband | eft ne because |
woul dn't have a child. W tried
nmoving away but | still couldn't
bring a child into this world.

ELICI A
How | ong was John away?

KAREN
Mom accept ed the noney August
twenty ninth on ny brother's
twelfth birthday. W were told he
coul d be back right away but it
m ght be a year or nore. The next
time nmy brother set foot in this
house he had just finished the
pol i ce acadeny.

ELICI A
So your nother never saw him
agai n?
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KAREN
Oh we saw himcom ng and going a
few tinmes. But he wasn't the sane.
It was |ike he'd resigned hinself
to a tour of duty and was
determ ned to be a good sol dier.
He still won't tal k about any of
It.

ELICI A
| don't understand why he can't
just go under a witness protection
pl an and testify against these
peopl e?

KAREN
There's no such thing as hiding
fromthem You don't know who you
can trust and you're not allowed a
second chance.

The front door cones flying open and John wal ks in. Both
wonen j unp.

OFFI CER MAYHEW
Janmes and Lisa are m ssing.

I NT. KIRUM S APARTMENT - DAY

Kirumis nmaking a call and the phone rings several tines
until voice mail picks up. He doesn't |eave a nessage. He
sits in a leather chair and rolls a cigar between his thunb
and i ndex finger.

KI' RUM
(Voi ce over.)

|'ve devel oped a hard shell over
the years. At first it really
bot hered ne when religious people
had to deal with what they
considered an eternally dammi ng
act. What was once an occasionally
difficult service for clergy
becane an everyday thing and new
rules had to be put into place
regardi ng suici des by many
organi zed religions. In many of
t hem everything to do with the
burial is left to the famly of
soneone who takes their own life.
Because they're al ways crenmated
the services are usually m ninmal

( MORE)



KI RUM (cont' d)
at best and with no participation
fromthe church. Charles
Waynebri dge was Catholic and Hel en
is talking to her priest today.
She wouldn't let nme go with her.
What | don't understand is why a
Seni or - agent was gi ven her
father's case. They're responsible
for agent suicides and |I've never
heard of one handling a civilian
case before now

Hi s phone rings.

Kl RUM
Hey 1've been trying all day to
reach you. Howd it go with your
priest?

HELEN
As bad as | expected. Mdther is in
denial. She's trying to pretend
everything' s alright but any
m nute now she's going to break
down | know it.

She cri es.
He picks up the receiver Elicia gave himand stares at
KI' RUM
| don't want to get your hopes up

but 1'm going to Washi ngt on
tonight to try and reverse the

Absol ution. | know you need sone
time but if you can just see ne
of f?

HELEN

K. My aunt is here so | can |eave
for alittle bit.

Kl RUM
Geat. My flight |eaves at eight.

HELEN
"1l pick you up at six. Goodbye.

48.
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| NT. KAREN' S CAR ON A GRAVEL ROAD. - DAY
It's just Karen and Elicia and the car pulls over and stops.

W see Elicia' s hand shaking and the canera noves to Karen.
She takes her hand.

KAREN
Thanks for not letting ny brother
do this.

ELICI A

| never thought 1'd be doing this
by nmyself but he's done his duty.

KAREN
No one will blane you if you
decide it's too much.

ELICI A
|"mnore scared not to. | feel
I|k my life's led up to this and
this is what 1'mhere for.

KAREN
Be that as it may don't take any
unnecessary chances. 1'll be

waiting for you.

She takes a deep breath and gets out of the car. She | ooks
at the setting Sun and starts wal king towards a twenty foot
hi gh mesh fence. She uses a knife to cut a hole just big
enough to squeeze through. When she gets on the other side
she turns the canera on and points it at herself.

ELICI A
| don't know where |I'l|l be when
you see this Kirum but right now
"' minside the Cat chum conpound.
No matter what happens |'m going
to |l eave the canera on

She turns the canera around and | ooks up an incline. She
starts into the woods and up the small hill.

I NT. KIRUM S HOTEL ROOM - NI GHT

| TS JUST AFTER DARK | N WASHI NGTON, DC

The canera's on a letter head that says "Yorkshire
Hotel " and then pans out where we see Kirum
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Kirums on top of the covers of a king-size bed and hol ds an
unlit cigar. W see a flashback to the airport term nal
where he and Hel en are sayi ng goodbye.

Kl RUM
| can do anything as long as |
know we' || be together when it's
over.

HELEN

Don't ask me to prom se anything
right now | can't see beyond
tomorrow right now nuch less a

lifetine.
Kl RUM
Do you still love ne?
HELEN
Yes. | |ove you.

Back to his room

He takes the receiver out of his bag and hooks it up to his
|aptop. It's fuzzy at first but then he sees a fire in the
di st ance.

ELIClI A
| can see Janmes but | think I'm
too far amay. I wish I had your
canera right now. |I'mgoing to

have to crawl so the you m ght see
not hi ng but earth for a few
m nut es.

We see the ground and then our canera points at Kirums
face. He's glued to what's happeni ng.

Kl RUM
| hope you're not where | think
you are?

We | ook at the conputer screen and hear Elicia s voice.
She's | ooking into the canera again.

ELICI A
(Wi spering.)
That's Janes tied to sone kind of
harness. I'mgoing to try and
focus in on him

The canera turns to Janes and she focuses on his face. H's
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eyel i ds have been forced open by a device and a man in a
police uniformis holding himstill.

The canera pulls back and we see several people in hooded
robes. One of them stands up and wal ks in front of Janes.
Janes is trying to turn away but the officer points his head
down to a hooded person in front of him W hear Elicia.

ELI Cl A
Oh no. Pl ease no.

The hooded figure | ooks over their right shoulder in
Elicia's direction. She takes a deep breath and holds it.
Suddenly large eyes light up fromunder the mask and it
points a finger at Elicia.

The canera doesn't nobve and we hear Kirunm s voice.

Kl RUM
Run! Run!

From t he conputer we hear Janes.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
Run. Run Elici a.

The canmera starts noving up and down and we can tell she's
runni ng away. W hear her crying and breathing heavily. W
see Kirumstaring at the screen. After a mnute the canera
is pointing forward again and Elicia tal ks as she runs.

ELI Cl A
|'mal nost to the fence. Pl ease be
t here Karen.

We | ook at the screen and as she goes over the hill we see
Karen's car. The lights cone on and we can see that Elicia's
closing in on the fence. She reaches the fence and realizes
she's at the wong spot.

ELI Cl A
Oh no. Where's the hol e? Were's
t he hol e?

The canera | ooks along the bottom of the fence as Elicia
pani cs.

ELI Cl A
|'ve lost the knife. | hear them
Oh God please help nme find the

hol e.

We can hear voices behind her. She runs along the fence and
stops as she sees the hole. She drops down and starts under
the fence and we hear a man's voi ce.
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SHERI FF GLAZE
Ch no you don't. |'ve got cha now

The canmera swi ngs around and we see his face as she snashes
the transmtter into his forehead. The canera hits the
ground but we can still see Elicia running to the car. She
gets in and the car drives away.

We can just see the Sheriff trying to fit through the fence.
Then we hear himgrunting as he gets stuck.

SHERI FF GLAZE
Hel p. Over here. |'m stuck.

We pull away fromthe screen and watch Kirum wash his face
in the bathroom He |ooks up and we focus in on his face. He
pauses |i ke he renmenbers sonething. He goes back and | ooks
at sonething on the disc he just nmade. When Elicia focuses
in on Janmes we see the nane on the old school house. Anglund
E. Chat hum

KI' RUM
(Voi ce over.)
That's it. The nane nust have
changed over the years. You know
what you have to do.

I NT. CABIN IN THE WOODS - N GHT

Elicia's in shock as she sits in the TV area of the cabin
and Samantha is |aying down on a couch next to her. Karen
and John are in the background and we can't make out what
they're saying but they're not in agreenent about sonething.

Elicia Ipoks out the wi ndow and sees several cars
appr oachi ng.

ELICI A

Ch no they've found us. W have to
run.

John | ooks out the w ndow.
OFFI CER MAYHEW
Hol d on don't panic. Help has
arrived.

He wal ks outside and greets a hal f-dozen nmen who are
strappi ng on handguns and | oadi ng shot guns.

Elicia has a smle on her face as John wal ks up.
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OFFI CER MAYHEW
Karen and Samant ha get your things
together. Elicia cone wwth nme
pl ease.

They wal k away fromthe house in the direction of the sw ng.

OFFI CER MAYHEW
| don't know what ny sister's told
you up to this point but | know
what she hasn't told you because
she doesn't know. Wien | left
Abrahin, he's the Dean of denon
students you m ght say, he gave ne
two options. One was to | eave ny
past behind totally and
permanent|ly w thout any |eeway if
| didn't conply. The second option
was to becone what's now known as
an Ab agent.

ELI Cl A
|s that the nornf

OFFI CER MAYHEW
To the ATCit's just a business
Elicia. They do things in a
busi nessli ke way. At first agents
cane fromall wal ks of |life. Now
it's an opportunity for
advancenment for those who are
willing to transition fromthe
busi ness of nmurder to the business
of being an accessory to nurder.

ELICI A
But ny instinct is real.

OFFI CER MAYHEW
Your instinct is being fed to you
by a machi ne you call a C eanser.
O course you're always right
because you' ve been given the
answer ahead of tine.

ELICI A
So I wasn't going to school to be
trained I was going to school to
get brai nwashed.

He doesn't answer her rhetorical question as he watches her
t hi nk.



ELICI A
So for those of us who don't start
as Innocents what is the agent
screeni ng process for?

OFFI CER MAYHEW
Have you ever heard that being
hypnoti zed depends on the person?

ELICI A
So | was one of the gullible ones
ready to believe | had sone
speci al power. But how did it al
begi n?

OFFI CER MAYHEW
That's the trillion dollar
guestion. Abrahin doesn't care
about the noney he just |ikes
dealing with spirits. | don't know
who approached whom about
possessi on being a good way to
make noney? But it's |like which
cane first the chicken or the egg?
It doesn't matter you can't have
one w thout the other.

ELICI A
And you wanted Kirumto go after
t he chicken while you guys go
after the egg?

OFFI CER MAYHEW
Not Kirum You.

ELICI A
Me? | thought you were using ne to
get to hinf

OFFI CER MAYHEW
Sonme things | don't know nyself
but James and | were told to get
you on our side sonehow. You'l
have to figure out what to do next
because fromwhere | stand the ATC
i s untouchable. The best we can do
iswn a few battles but if you
can infiltrate the top who knows
what w || happen?

OFFI CER MAYHEW
We need to go. You and ny sister
take care of each other.
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She hugs him

ELICI A
W will. You be careful and make
sure you bring Janes back in one
pi ece.

OFFI CER MAYHEW
Wl do.

| NT. ATC HEADQUARTERS. MAI N ASSEMBLY ROOM - DAY
KIRUM SITS IN A CHAIR I NSI DE A SEM - Cl RCLE TABLE.

Dr. Todd is talking to the other nine Adm n. General s who
are sitting slightly higher than Kirum

DR TODD

Dr. Lanbert has a reputation as
one of the best Ab-agents we have
and he was Dr. Mangum s instructor
until she had the viral reaction
that is obviously still affecting
her. Dr. Lanbert to you is there
anyt hing about this filmyou just
showed us that gives credibility
to Dr. Mangum s outrageous cl ai nms?

Kl RUM
| agree with your assessnent that
she's still suffering ill affects
and needs i mmedi ate psychiatric
hel p.

DR. TODD

| s there anything nore you' d |ike
to address to this panel doctor?

KI' RUM
| think |I've gone over everyt hing.
| just want to say how grat eful
amnot to be found guilty by
association. | know it would be
easy to be suspicious and that's
why |'m being as candid as | can.

DR. TODD
We thank you for that candor and
if there's anything el se that
cones to m nd please |let us know
right away. As | said earlier, for
your protection, we'll need you to
( MORE)
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DR. TODD (cont'd)
remai n i n Washi ngton under the
wat ch of our Security until this
unfortunate incident is dealt

wit h.

Kl RUM
O course. You know there's one
nmore thing | just remenbered. |I'm

sure it's nothing but before she
realized | wasn't going along with
her she nentioned soneone naned
Chat hum

Attention is heightened and there's sonme nunbling until Todd
clears his throat.

DR. TODD
The nane doesn't ring a bel
doctor. In what context was the
nanme nentioned?

KI' RUM
" mnot certain but she said
sonet hi ng about waiting for the
right nonent to reveal who he is.
As | say I'mnot real clear about
it.

DR TODD
O course Dr. Lanbert. You've been
a big help. Do enjoy your stay as
much as possible. Security has
been instructed to give you your

space.
KI' RUM

Thank you all for seeing nme so

qui ckly.

Ki rum wal ks out escorted by a guard to an el evator goi ng up.
They get in and the guard punches the Main Fl oor button.
Kirumcalmy wal ks out and the guard goes back down. Kirum
wal ks out of the building.

The guard wal ks back into the roomand stops as he notices
that Kirumhas left the canera there. The conversation stops
as Dr. Todd notices a solid green light. The guard picks the
canera up and sees that it's on record. He shows it to Dr.
Todd.

DR. TCODD
Stop Dr. Lanbert.
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GUARD ONE.
Station three this is station one.
Det ai n doctor Lanbert.

Kirumis quite a distance fromthe buil ding when he sees two
guards cone running out. He takes off running and they chase
himso he gets in a cab. An extrenely | ow speed chase scene
takes place. Kirumfinally gets out of the cab and runs on
foot. He reaches a spot where he thinks he's safe to hide
but they catch up to him One of the guards radios their

| ocati on.

GUARD TWD.
Stati on one we have the doctor at
5157 Central .

GUARD ONE.
" mright behind you.

Kirumsits and catches his breath. After a m nute he | ooks
at the guards.

Kl RUM
It doesn't matter that |'m caught
the information is in the right
hands now.

Guard one approaches Kirum and hands him his canera.

GUARD ONE.
You | eft this behind Dr. Lanbert.
If we're going to keep you safe
you' re going to have to cooperate.

The guards wal k away and Ki rum stands there scratching his
head.

| NT. HOTEL ROOM QUTSI DE LYONS - DAY

Samant ha, Karen and Elicia are sitting in the room and
Samant ha has | ost her |ethargy. She stands up and paces for
a few seconds.

KAREN
" msorry Samant ha but we can't
wait any |longer. W have to get
further anay fromhere it's just
not safe.

SAMANTHA

| told you last night I'm not

| eavi ng wi t hout ny daughter. You
( MORE)



SAMANTHA (cont' d)
two can go without nme but I'm
goi ng back for her.

KAREN
| "' m not goi ng anywhere near that
pl ace agai n.

ELIClI A
"1l go. I know we haven't heard
anything fromJohn but | can't
| eave here w thout know ng what
happened | ast night. Besides it's
not just Lisa but who knows how
many ot her kids that need to be
taken out of there.

KAREN
But that wasn't the plan. W
shoul d be | ong gone by now and
with or without either of you I'm

goi ng.

ELICI A
There's an airfield close by. If
we take you there can we use your
car?

KAREN
| really wish you wouldn't do this
but that's fine with ne.

I NT. KIRUM S HOTEL ROOM - DAY

Kirums at his conmputer. W watch and listen to what the
panel discussed after he left.

ADM N. GENERAL ONE
Andre Chat hum has held this
conpany hostage | ong enough. Hi s
ultimatunms and Iron Fi st ways have
to stop.

ADM N. GENERAL TWO
There's no point in discussing
this issue again. W' ve voted him
out before but it was a usel ess
vote. The man provides us with al
of our agents and his conpany is
the only one that knows how to
train them W may not like it but
W thout his services we are just a
nane.
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DR. TODD
W're nore than a nane M.
Guillander. W're the only reason
ATC was granted a thirty year
contract by nost of the world's
i ndustrialized Nations. But be
that as it may you are correct.
This is all a noot point and
there's no reason to rehash it
because of a | oose cannon and sone
fanatical conspiracy theorists.

ADM N. GENERAL TWO.
Ri ght you are. This is just
anot her Johnny cone lately with a
crazy idea about nurder suicides.
What ever this group has pl anned
|"msure M. Chathum can handl e
hi nsel f.
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The canmera gets picked up and we see the guards face as he

turns it off.

KI' RUM

(Voi ce over.)
They're just a group of
figureheads; a neans to an end for
Chat hum He had to have legitimte
busi ness owners to legitimze ATC.
They actually believe we're
providing a service. At |east you
were right about the initials on
the van that picked Elicia up.
Wait a m nute!

Kirum nakes a call on the hotel phone.

DRI VER
Hel | o.

Kl RUM
Robert it's Dr. Lanbert.

DRI VER
Hel | o doctor are we finally going
back to work?

Kl RUM
Sort of. In fact that's why |I'm
cal ling. Renmenber when you
menti oned a saf e- house? Wat
exactly is that?
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DRI VER
Funny you don't know that sir.
It's the only place we can go if
sonet hi ng happens.

Kl RUM
Do you have a list?

DRI VER
Only in the van. A map pops up
automatically when the E-code is
punched i n.

Kl RUM
That's too bad. I'min Washi ngton
and | need to know t he nearest
saf e- house?

DRI VER
You really don't know nmuch do you
sir? You' re right next door to the
bi ggest saf e-house of themall.

Kl RUM
You're referring to ATC
headquarters | take it?

augh.

DRI VER
O course not sir I'mreferring to
the AC mansion. It's ten mles
east of DC at 1100 WI m ngton Ln.
| know that because it's where |
was trained after | retired from
t he bus station.

Kl RUM
Trai ned doi ng what ?

DRI VER
Mostly pick ups and deliveries but
on occasion | had to take "you
know who" to the airport and |
pi cked hi mup of course.

Kl RUM
O course. How do you think M.
Chat hum woul d feel if | dropped
in?

There's a sil ent pause.
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DRI VER
| really don't feel confortable
with you using his nanme sir. |
val ue ny enpl oynent too nuch

Kirumis | ooking at his conputer screen while he's talking.
We see the screen and Kirumrew nds to the begi nning of the
Adm n. Cenerals conversation after he left. He notices Dr.
Todd staring at the canmera and then give a signal to soneone
on the panel but we can't see who it is.

Kl RUM
Sure | understand. You' ve been a
bi g hel p. Goodbye.

EXT. QUTSI DE THE SCHOCOL FENCE. - DAY

Elicia and Sanmant ha both crawl under the fence and wal k over
the ridge.

We nove to themwatching froma hiding spot.

SAVANTHA
There's sonet hing funny goi ng on.
Doesn't | ook |ike there's been any
shoot out around here to ne.

ELIClI A
| was just thinking the sane thing
and why does that say Chat hun? |
t hought it was Catchunf

SAVANTHA
| don't know but we can wait until
it gets dark or we can have a
cl oser ook in the daylight.

ELICI A
Dayl i ght sounds good to ne.

They wal k up to the old school house and sneak around to the
front of the building. The door is unlocked and they walk in
very slowy. After peeking into a few roons they hear a

voi ce and j unp.

ABRAHI N
Hello Elicia and Samantha. It's
not nice to pop in on sonebody
uni nvi t ed.

SAVANTHA
Where's ny daughter?
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ABRAHI N
Your friends took her why don't
you ask thenf

ELI Cl A
John left with her? Is Janes with
t hent?

ABRAHI N

How | ong have you known the two of
them Elicia?

ELICI A
Long enough to know I don't need
to be talking to you. Let's go
Li sa.

The door opens at the end of the hallway and the sheriff and
one of his deputies wal ks in.

SHERI FF GLAZE
W neet again. Hello Samant ha.

SANMANTHA
Hel |l o Sheri ff.

Elicia stares at Sanmant ha.

ABRAHI N
VWhat are you're instincts telling
you now Elicia? That things may
not be as they seenf

SAVANTHA
|"'msorry Elicia but | couldn't
have gotten you here any ot her
way.

ELICI A
VWhat do you people want with nme?

ABRAHI N
The question is what does he want
wi th you? What has John told you
about his chil dhood?

ELICI A
Enough.

ABRAHI N
He told you he lived here wwth nme?



ELI Cl A
Yes until he was ei ghteen and was
offered a chance to becone |ike
nme.

ABRAHI N
Ch no. Not |ike you.

ELICI A
VWhat is your point?

ABRAHI N
Most children at this school are
brought here because they show
great prom se for good but have
had a hard time showng it. John
Mayhew was put here by his nother
after he killed his own father.

ELI Cl A
You liar.

SAVANTHA
He's not |ying. John Mayhew
wat ched his father poor gas on
hi msel f and then set hinself on
fire. He did that after John
rel eased Shabrich on him One of
t he deadliest of all denons.

Eli ci a shakes her head no.

ABRAHI N
When he turned ei ghteen John was
being recruited for a speci al
assignnment to help start a new
conpany. He was al ways very
interested in noney and sonmeone
of fered hima chance to nmake nore
t han he ever dreaned of.

ELICI A
But John is a police officer.

SHERI FF GLAZE

Janmes and John work in a special
jurisdiction out of a small town
that they own. | guess you' ve
never seen their homes? Mansi ons
really. The team of nen who cane
here |l ast night all came from
not hi ng and are very wealthy nen
t oday.
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Looking at the sheriff.

ELICI A
| thought he worked for you at
first?

SHERI FF GLAZE
Yes our town was paid a hefty sum
to put each of those nen through
police training. The noney was
hard to refuse but our primary job
has al ways been to protect this
sanctuary and those nen were dead
set on destroying it so |l told
themall to | eave.

ELIClI A
Sanctuary! They train little kids
how to give and receive suicide
spirits. What kind of sanctuary is
t hat ?

SAVANTHA
Wong again. |'ve seen the spirits
i nside these children and they are
beautiful. It's the ones inside
peopl e |i ke John and Janes t hat
are killing people.

ELICI A

Janmes. But that's inpossible he
can't be an Innocent.

ABRAHI N
They're not Innocents Elicia
they're Carriers. Like sonmeone
with a dormant virus who doesn't
get sick but can pass it on to
ot hers who do.

ELI Cl A
Lisa took Heliab fromne is she a
Carrier?

SAVANTHA
No she's an Innocent just as | was
as a child. The children that have
conme through here have saved many
l'ives.

ABRAHI N
W sent an I nnocent to save Kirum
but the Carrier had gotten the

( MORE)
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ABRAHI N (cont' d)
wrong man. When M chael saw Kirum
he could tell he was a Carrier so
he cane back not knowing it was
the father-in-law that was
i nf ect ed.

ELICI A
What happened to his
fat her-in-Iaw?

ABRAHI N
He took his own life.

Elicia closes her eyes and shakes her head no.

ELI Cl A
| don't understand? If Kirumis
one of them why would they go
after hinf

ABRAHI N
| only said he's a Carrier.
Thousands of people are unwitting
Carriers. They don't realize how
their innocent winks are killing
their | oved ones.

ELICI A
So let me get this straight.
Sui ci des have al ways been
"assisted" by evil spirits but the
ATC becane a catal yst for
tremendous growt h in suicide
deat hs?

ABRAHI N
Not all suicides are "assisted" as
you put it. But yes the ATCis in
t he business of aiding evil in
it's acts of torture and rmurder.

ELICI A
So what are you doing wth these
chil dren?

ABRAHI N

Until suicide becane big business
children like the ones here were
able to intervene nost of the tinme
bef ore people took their own
lives. That's why Angl und Chat hum
started this school to help nore
children use their gifts. H's
( MORE)



ABRAHI N (cont' d)
br ot her Zephyr was pl anni ng on
using the students for nurder but
Angl und Chat hum woul dn't allow it.
That' s when Zephyr "assisted" him
to his death. The Innocents were
able to stop himfor a while but
t he nunber of suicides becane too
much after ATC was established.
All we can do now is provide a
cathartic refuge for weary spirits
until they're ready for battle
again. And occasionally the
children here and ot her parts of
the world are called upon to
i nt erevene.

ELICI A
By the children intervening you
mean they could take the bad
spirits away before people take
their owm |ives?

SAVANTHA

Not just that Elicia. There's a
spiritual battle going on all of
the tinme. Sonme children here have
wonderful spirits which are able
to defeat any evil spirit: even

t hose as powerful as Shabrich and
Hel i ab.

ELICI A
How can sonething like this be
kept secret? Wiy don't you report
this sheriff?

SHERI FF GLAZE
|"mjust a small town sheriff.
When | first took office | had a
w fe and two kids. Now | have one
child. We're dealing with a man
who shows no nercy and has
unlimted resources. Renenber the
boy Joseph Crandl e?

ELICI A
Yes |'ve been to his grandnother's
house?

SHERI FF GLAZE
We know. She's dead now. John
Mayhew st abbed her in the eye with
a Kirian bl ade.
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Elicia renmenbers the Cross knife and hears John's voi ce.
"She's a religious woman and has a deep inner strength;
she's much tougher than you m ght think."

ELI Cl A
So where did Janes cone fronf
Anot her school |ike this one?

SHERI FF GLAZE
We don't know but we were trying
to figure out if he was a Carrier
when you showed up. The denon in
himnearly killed Abrahin so we
know he nmust be a Carrier or else
he' d be dead.

ELICI A
So that denobn is in you now?

ABRAHI N
No | nerely took a | ook inside
him | didn't let himinside ne
because | wasn't ready for that
kind of battle to take place in
ne.

ELICI A
| still can't believe this. So
why' d you take Janes and Lisa?

ABRAHI N
He canme here | ooking for the staff
for the Kirian Blade. W asked him
to | eave but he wouldn't w thout
Lisa. My brethren are away and so
when John cane we had to | et Lisa
go with thembut they didn't get
the staff.

ELICI A
So why was John scared to cone
here with nme?

SHERI FF GLAZE
He wasn't scared. They're setting
you up for sonething.

ELICI A
VWhat could they want from ne?

ABRAHI N
Not they. Hm He has sonething in
store for you.
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ELICI A
Wio is this man you're talking
about ?

SHERI FF GLAZE
Andr e Chat hum

ELI Cl A
You can't be serious? |Is he
related to the famly who started
this school ?

ABRAHI N
VWalk with ne. W& have nore to talk
about .

I NT. SECURI TY DESK AT ATC HEADQUARTERS. - NI GHT

Kirum stands at the desk while the guard listens on his
headset .

GUARD FOUR
General Todd w il see you. Take
the the security elevator to the
fourth | evel basenent. There's
only one roomon that |evel.

On the fourth | evel he sees one door and goes inside. Dr.
Todd is sitting at a desk overl ooking the room bel ow where
t hey had Elici a.

DR TODD
This is quite unexpected Dr.
Lanbert. Have you thought of
sonething that's so urgent it
couldn't wait until the norning?

Kl RUM
Yes |'ve thought of a few things
actual ly.

DR. TODD
" m|istening.

Kl RUM
Who cane up with the idea of a
Cl eanser?

DR. TODD

A Cleanser is an integral part of
an agent's existence. Dealing with
deat h and having to make such

( MORE)



DR. TODD (cont'd)
i nportant decisions on a daily
basi s causes a great deal of
stress and the purpose of the
Cleanser is to alleviate sone of
t hat stress.

KI' RUM
| see. And would you say that it
wor ks?

DR. TCODD
|s there a point to this doctor?
It's very late and 1'd like to
spend sone time with ny wfe
t oni ght .

Kl RUM
Does the Cl eanser work?

DR TODD
| f you studied your literature
you'd be aware that our agent's
suicide rate is | ess than one
tenth of the I nternational
aver age.

Kl RUM
Now | see why everybody can't have
one.

DR TODD
| beg your pardon?
KI' RUM
Well if the Cleanser can greatly

reduce the suicide rate why
doesn't everyone have one?

DR. TODD
It isn't that sinple. There are
ot her factors invol ved.

Kl RUM
Such as?

DR. TODD
Such as higher pay and | ess
stress.

Kl RUM
But you just said our jobs are
very stressful. Waich is it? Are
we stressed? Are we not stressed?
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DR TODD
VWl |l there are other purposes for
the Ceanser. It's used as...

He catches hinsel f and stops speaking.

Dr. Todd tries to wal k past Kirum but he stops himfrom

| eavi ng.

KI' RUM
As? Were you about to say as a
controller? A manipul ator? A way
for ATC to make sure we don't
screw up it's contract by m ssing
an Absol ute?

DR. TODD
Doctor this conversation is over.
You' ve obvi ously been able to dupe
us into believing you innocent but
| see now that's not true.
didn't nmention your previous bout
with delusion to the other nenbers
today but now | see that was a
m st ake.

KI' RUM
Finally you' ve said sonething true
good doctor. No |I'mnot innocent.
In fact I'mguilty a thousand
tinmes over. Quilty of being a fool
and guilty of being a spoke in the
wheel of this great Enpire of
murder. And yes I'mguilty of
bei ng used by this conpany to
destroy people's lives. You know
why ?

KI' RUM
Yes you know perfectly well why.
For the good ol d fashioned doll ar
and yen and mark and Euro. Suicide
for a profit that's why. And ohhh
what a profit it is.

DR. TODD
| have no idea what you're talking
about but | know you've just
commtted career suicide. You'l
never work for this conpany again
in any capacity.
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KI' RUM

Oh yeah that rem nds ne of your
other little fetish. Power. You
like to sit up here and | ook down
on the world and make deci sions
that inpact mllions of lives.

Wl | guess what doctor you're just
a peon like nme. A foot soldier for
the devil hinmself and like all bad
things this is comng to an end.

DR. TODD
What coul d you possibly do to
touch me you inpudent little
puppet ? Show ne see your recorder
and 1'Il tell you what you canme to
hear .

Kirumtakes out his recorder and hands it to him Dr. Todd
removes the disc inside and smashes the recorder against the
wall. Kirum s jaw drops open.

DR TODD
You think you're going to receive
sonme kind of absolution for com ng
in here now and pointing the
finger? You ve drawn a damm good
paycheck fromthis conpany for as
| ong as anybody and don't pretend
you didn't realize what you were
doing. Did it really take twelve
years to figure out what the
Cl eanser was for? | know better
You m ght not have all owed
yourself to think it out |oud but
you knew. Now because you've had a
change of heart after sonething
bad happened to your fiance's
famly you conme in here and judge
me? | was a weal thy man | ong
before this conpany started and |
don't have any problens |ooking in
the mrror at the end of the day.
So go back to your little group of
hypocrites and renenber one thing.
If it ever hits the fan the only
difference in you and ne is | can
afford to buy ny way out of it.

Kirumsits down and Dr. Todd strai ghtens his clothes and
wal ks away.
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Kl RUM
You're right. | didn't let nyself
admt it but I knew there was no
such thing as sone kind of
ommi scient instinct. There is one
big difference in you and |I. Now
that 1've admtted it to myself |
won't be able to | ook in the
mrror wthout shanme. And |'m not
going to keep lying to nyself just
so | can keep ny job.

DR. TODD
Yeah well | hear they're hiring
"I'nstinct Doctors" at MDonal d's.
For future reference | don't I|ike
pi ckl es on ny hanburgers.

He wal ks out the door and it cl oses behind him

I NT. JANI CE MANGUM S HOUSE. - NI GHT

Elicia wal ks in the front door and an English Mstiff barks
and junps on top of her. She | aughs and plays with the dog
until her nother wal ks up.

JANI CE
Get of f Sanpson you're going to
rip your stitches out. That's the
first tine he's gotten off his bed
since he canme honme fromthe vet.
Don't you think you could' ve
called? I've been worried sick.

ELI Cl A
Hel | o not her.

JANI CE
You keep ne worried all this tine
and then show up with that tone of
voi ce there has to be sonething
wrong. What'd | do now?

ELICI A
Wiy did you | eave ny father when
was three years ol d?

JANI CE
Honey 1've told you a hundred..



ELIClI A
| know what you've told nme but |I'm
a grown wonman and this tine you're
going to tell ne.

JANI CE

Elicia your father |oved you and
|"ve never told you any different.
But he was an awful person and a
cruel husband. Maybe you think you
have a right to know nore but that
isn't going to make ne relive
those tines by tal ki ng about them

ELICl A
You' ve never told nme anything
about that side of ny famly. And
what about ny brother?

Janice turns to wal k awnay.

ELICI A
You can't run fromthis any nore
not her .

JANI CE

You coul dn't possibly renmenber
anyt hi ng about that.

ELICI A
But | do renenber. | renenber you
telling nme | was going to have to
be a big girl because | was goi ng
to have a baby brother |I had to
help you with. | renmenber the
snel|l of father's cigars and how
he'd laugh so loud it filled the
whol e house with sound. Wat

happened?

JANI CE
Darling if you blame me for this
it"s going to crush ne. | did it

for your own good.

ELICI A
D d what? What did you do nother?

JANI CE
| traded your brother for you.

Long silence. Janice is crying.



JANI CE
If | hadn't prom sed |I'd keep ny
mout h shut and stay out of your
brother's |ife he woul d have drawn
you into that world and I wasn't
going to have it.

ELICI A
What world are you tal ki ng about ?

JANI CE
That famly. The greed and
vi ol ence and disregard for human
life and for dignity. Don't you
see | couldn't let you be exposed
to that? There's not a day that
goes by that | don't think of
Thomas and pray to God that he
makes it out of that alright.

ELICI A
Wll I'"msorry to break it to you
not her but he's not alright he's
dead. That's right he died in a
car crash on his birthday over
ei ght years ago. How could you not
have checked on himin all this
tinme?

JANI CE
| just told you why | couldn't.

ELICI A
Wel | father made the sanme dea
wi th you and he checked on ne. He
even paid for ny Med-school ?

Jani ce sits down hard.

JANI CE
Darling no! Don't you see he wants
you to feel obligated so he can
use you. He's a manipul ator. How
do you think he got me to marry
hi n? Pl ease you have to listen to
your nother. Don't et himbring
you into his life.

ELICI A
Thomas. My brother was naned
Thomas and | never net him



JANI CE
Actual ly he was naned after your
father. Andre Thomas Chat humt he
second.

ELICI A
" mgoing to see himtonorrow

JANI CE
If you're ever going to listen to
your nother listen to nme now. You
may think you can handl e hi m but
you don't know what he's capabl e
of .

ELICI A
Mot her if he wanted to hurt ne or
you he coul d have done so | ong
ago.

JANI CE
That's not his style. He wants to
gain your trust and nmeke you need
him You don't know what
tenptation is until you' re tenpted
by Andre Chathum Once you have a
taste you want nore and that's

when he' Il crush you. Please don't
go.

ELICI A
That's a chance I'm going to have
to take. 1've hardly slept in
days. | need to get up early so
|"mgoing to bed. | was dropped

off so | need a ride to the
airport. If you won't take ne |'11I
have to call a cab.

JANI CE
O course I'll take you. Just try
and reconsi der before norning.
Believe ne it's a mstake to go
and see him

El i ci a makes a phone call.
KIRUM S HOTEL ROOM I N WASHI NGTON.

Kl RUM
Hel | o.
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ELICI A
Ki rum where are you?

Kl RUM
Washi ngt on.

ELICI A

| heard about your father-in-I|aw
|"mso sorry. Are his wife and
daught er ok?

Kl RUM
No. Actually they're not ok and
that's why |'m here. How are you?

ELICI A
|"'mfine but you're not going to
beli eve where this thing | eads?

Kl RUM
Andre T. Chat hum

ELICI A
That's right Andre Chat hum but how
do you know t hat?

Kl RUM
Long story short he was at ny ten
year achi evenent banquet and |
remenbered seeing his initials on
the side of his car while | was
| eaving. | saw the exact sane
lettering on the side of the van
that was used to pick you up and I
thought it | ooked famliar. Then
saw Angl und E. Chat hum not
Cat chum on your little home-nade
movie and it clicked. | have his
address near here and |I' m goi ng
t here tonorrow.

ELICI A
Alright but wait for me. | have to
make a stop along the way but |I'm
going with you and there are sone
t hi ngs you need to know before we

go.
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Kl RUM
You nust have been scared to death
to go to that school by yourself.
l"msorry | wasn't there for you

ELICI A
Don't even think about it. W'l
talk when | get there in the
nor ni ng.

Kl RUM
l'min suite 1139 at the Yorkshire
Hotel. See you then.

ELICI A
K. Goodni ght .

KI' RUM
Goodni ght .

I NT. JANI CE MANGUM S HOUSE - NI GHT
M DDLE OF THE NI GHT.

Elicia s sleeping and a noi se wakes her. She gets up and
goes into the kitchen for sone water. She starts back to bed
and sees a shadow outside. She | ooks at the door knob and
it's unlocked. Very slowy she wal ks over to the door and
reaches for the handle. As she touches the | ock the door
cones flying open and a man grabs her. She screans for a
split second but he covers her nouth and forces her to the
fl oor face dowmm. Wth his hand on her nouth his turns her
head around and she sees John Mayhew hol ding a gun to her
head.

OFFI CER MAYHEW
(Wi spering.)

You don't follow directions very
wel | do you? If you don't follow
these directions it's your life.
You're going to stand up very
slowy and wal k out that door.
First 1'mgoing to take ny hand
of f of your nouth and you're not
going to scream Do you hear nme?

She shakes her head yes. Very softly she says.

ELI Cl A
John?
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OFFI CER MAYHEW
What ?

ELI Cl A
Meet Fat head.

He | ooks up and the enornous animal is inches fromhis head.
Sanpson grow s and John points his gun at him Elicia knocks
the gun out of his hand and the dog cl anps down on his
throat and knocks himto the floor. Elicia finds the gun but
when she gets the dog off of John she sees that he's dead.
She | ooks out the wi ndow and sees Janes standing by the car
snoking a cigarette. She wal ks around t he house and
surprises Janmes from behi nd.

ELI Cl A
No sudden npves. Let me see both
hands.

He drops his cane and raises his hands after flicking his
cigarette on the ground.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
We're just here to give you a
ride.

ELICI A
Well John's riding days are over.
Slowy put your cuffs on your
right hand and | ay face down.

He does and she cuffs his hands behind his back. They hear
sirens in the distance and her nother wal ks outside. She's
very calm

JANI CE
The police are on the way. This is
what Andre Chathumis world is |ike
Elicia. Hello Janes.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
Janice. |I'd shake your hand but...

ELICI A
How do you know each ot her?
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JANI CE
Janmes was one of the origina
Carriers for your father. Like
many of the best ones he cane from
a nice Christian hone. It seens
devel oping one's spirituality can
have a downside if your heart is
evil.

ELICI A
VWhat el se do you know?

JANI CE
| know nost everything but like |
told you keeping ny nouth shut was
part of the bargain. | can save
you a lot of time if you'll listen
to me. After the police arrive it
will take a while but Janes'l| go
free. My advice is to let himtake
his friend with himand get out of
here before they arrive. If you
don't you'll surely mss your
flight.

Elicia | ooks at Janes who sm rks.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
Mbt her knows best.

Elicia thinks about it for a second and then takes the cuffs
of f.

ELICI A
Come on I'Il help you bring him
out .

They put John in the trunk and Elicia sees Lisa in the back
seat asl eep. She opens the back door and picks her up and
says sonething to Janes before closing the back door

ELICI A
Why did you want nme to go to the
school ? Just to see the ritual?

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
You have no idea how powerfu
Abrahin can be. John knew he
woul dn't hurt you and he had to
know how many of them were there
before going in after the staff.
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ELICI A
How many what were there?

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
Dabl i qgues. Native Americans with a
penchant for the underworld.
They' re nedi uns who can
communi cate with both worlds and
conjure up things you can't
i magi ne.

ELI Cl A
VWere's the Kirian bl ade now?

He drives away and she kicks the car. She | ooks at her
not her .

ELICI A
How di d they know Abrahi n woul dn't
hurt me?

JANI CE

He woul dn't harmthe best chance
he has to destroy Andre Chat hum

Ri ght now neither side knows which
way you'll turn. Which one wll
you take after? Anglund or Zephyr?

ELICI A
I"mstill going. Please get rid of
the police so | can get sone rest.

JANI CE
| know you' ve never been a
religious girl but | hope you'l
pray for the strength you'll need
to get through this.

Elicia wal ks away as the police car arrives and Janice
approaches their car.
I NT. KIRUM S HOTEL ROOM - DAY

Kirumis using his renote to check his voice-nmail when he
hears a knock. He opens the door and sees Elicia and Lisa.

Kl RUM
Good norning. | didn't know you
were bringing a guest.

Elicia gives hima hug.
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ELI Cl A
| didn't either but she insisted.
Kirumthis is Lisa.

He reaches out to shake her hand but she w thdraws and gi ves
hima coarse stare.

ELICI A
| had a feeling she m ght have a
hard tinme trusting you. That's one
of the things | want to talk to
you about. Have you ever heard the
termCarrier applied to an agent?

Kl RUM
Not that | recall. What's a
Carrier?

ELI Cl A

According to one Innocent you are.

LI SA
He's a Carrier. You're not in any
danger right now though Elicia.

Kl RUM
K then. Not long ago |I'd have had
a different reaction to that but
as things stand nowl'd like to
know why | m ght be a danger at
anot her tinme?

ELICI A
A Carrier can have a spirit inside
them wi t hout being affected. Like
a dormant virus that can be passed
on to soneone el se that m ght get
sick. When ATC first started it
used Innocents to do the dirty
work until Carriers could be
f ound.

Kl RUM
The obvi ous benefit being the age
of the person. An adult can nove
around nmuch nore freely and | ess
noti ceably.

ELI Cl A
That's correct. Also because as an
| nnocent becones ol der their nore
susceptible to having their
conscei nces attacked.



KI' RUM
So Carriers have a | onger career.
| get it.

ELICI A
Vll who's in the best position to
handl e the job?

Kirum stops to think for a second.

Kl RUM
Us. We're already in the field and
handl i ng the Absolute froma
previ ous agent's doing. So why not
keep things rolling along? But how
does that happen w t hout us
knowi ng about it?

ELICI A
Wth sonme agents it doesn't. |
don't know the percentages but
sone Abs are aware of what they're
doing. But wth you the
Cl eanser. ..

Kl RUM
You don't have to explain about
the Ceanser. | already know it
tells us what we're dealing with
before we arrive and it's not used
for cl eansing.

ELICI A
Do you know that it tells you who
the next victimis? And it does
sonme brai nwashing as well. Wen
the Rev. wnked at ne | wasn't
supposed to be there. It was neant
for you and like many tines before
you never woul d have noticed. You
al so woul dn't have realized when
you wi nked at the next person.

Kl RUM
So who chooses the victins and
what if | w nked at sonmeone just
to be w nking?

ELICI A
Sonetinmes there are specific
targets but usually a conputer
program pi cks them For the ATC
programmers it doesn't matter when
( MORE)
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ELICI A (cont'd)
there are residual suicides. In
fact that's just |l ess work for the
agents. But it's not just the
agents doing the dirty work.
Detective Christianson and O ficer
Mayhew and who knows how many nore
peopl e are involved. They've been
using me for information to see
what ki nds of runors have been
floati ng around and what the
Ab- agents actually know and don't
know.

Kl RUM
But a young boy caused ny
father-in-law s suicide.

LI SA
No. M chael was there to protect
you.

Kl RUM

| ' m conf used.

ELICI A
| nnocents are able to take the
evil spirits away and M chael was
t here because you were supposed to
be infected. But he saw that you
were clean and also a Carrier. He
|l eft without realizing you had
i nadvertently passed the spirit on
to M. Waynebri dge.

He's stunned. He sits down and none of them say anything for
a m nute.

KI' RUM
But | didn't get infected you did.

ELICI A
You did the ABs after that and you
must have picked it up from
another victim O else...

Kl RUM
O el se what?

ELI Cl A
Maybe you had becone a liability
and it wasn't randontf



Kl RUM
But you said I'mimmune.

LI SA
Not all spirits work the sanme and
sone are powerful enough to
control any m nd.

Kl RUM
That woul d expl ain the
Seni or-agent. M. \Waynebri dge
woul d still be alive if it wasn't
for ne.

ELI Cl A
You nmean the ATC.

Kl RUM
(I'n another world.)
Here |'ve been thinking I was
bei ng used as an accessory but
Raynmond Todd was right | am as
guilty as him |I'ma nurderer.

ELI Cl A
That's not true Kirum

Kl RUM
( Snappi ng out of
it.)
|"mturning nmyself in to the
pol i ce.

ELICI A
Kirumthat's not the answer. You
probably won't even be taken
seriously and even if you manage
to get anyone indicted it'll never
reach the top. W have to get to
my father sonehow.

Kl RUM
Your father?

ELI Cl A
Yes. My father is Andre Thonmas
Chat hum and he's the reason |I'm
i nvolved in this.

Kl RUM
That's right you said your father
paid for you to go to school

84.
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ELICI A
He did nore than that. |'mnot a
Carrier and | never woul d've nade
it through the screening process
if he hadn't made sure | woul d.

Kl RUM
But your nane's Mangum

ELICI A
My not her's mai den nanme. Maybe |
shoul d go and see hi m al one.

Ki rum and Lisa react inmediately.

KI' RUM
(Along with Lisa.)
No.
LI SA
| nmust be with you
KI' RUM
Any ot her revel ations before we
go?
ELICI A
Not hing we can't discuss on the
way.

They | eave and Kirum doubl e checks to see that he has his
renot e.

EXT. AC MANSI ON. - DAY

Elicia, Lisa and Kirumarrive in a taxi and have to pass
through a security gate. The ATC security guards that have
been foll ow ng them park outside the gate.

The taxi drives to the front door and Janmes wal ks up and
pays the driver as they get out.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
W' ve been expecting you. The
butler will take you to the study.

Inside the study is just Kirum Elicia and Lisa.

Kl RUM
So explain to ne again what the
boy was doi ng at Reverend
Pl ackard's when he di ed?
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BACK TO REVEREND PLACKARD S HOUSE JUST BEFORE H S SU Cl DE

Joseph Crandle is holding the Kirian blade as the Rev.
clinmbs up on the | adder.

BOY
Pl ease listen to ne Reverend. It
won't work if you just take your
own |[ife. Heliab will live and go
on killing unless you die by the
Kirian bl ade.

The Reverend puts the rope around his neck.

- REVEREND PLACKARD.
(Crying.)
| can't do it nmy boy. | don't know
what's wong but I can't. God
forgive nme for what |I'm about to
do.

He junps off of the | adder and hangs hinself. The boy tries
to use the ladder to get to himbefore he dies but he hears
a car comng. He takes a quick peak out of the w ndow and
sees a car conmng. He then grabs the blade and runs out the
back door

Kl RUM
So the detective was really only
interested in finding the bl ade?

ELICI A
That's right but | guess after
they told ny father | handl ed the
Absol ution he told themto | earn
nmore about me and that's how this
all started.

The Study door opens and in wal ks Andre Chat hum

MR. CHATHUM
Elicia ny child you are stunning.
You're every bit as beautiful as
your nother the day | net her.

He wal ks up to hug Elicia but she reaches out her hand. He
shakes it but then pulls her to himand hugs her.

MR, CHATHUM
Sorry but | could not resist a hug
fromny daughter. | take it this

is Lisa?
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Li sa keeps her distance and wat ches every nove Andre mnakes.

They shake hands but Kirum doesn't say anyt hi ng.

Andre | aughs very loudly at his own joke but no one el se

does.

He starts

MR CHATHUM
And of course the renowned Dr.
Ki rum Lanbert. | heard your

accept ance speech for a ten years
of outstanding service award at an
ATC awards di nner a whil e back.
remenber thinking how bl essed |
was to have such exceptiona

peopl e working for ne.

MR, CHATHUM
VWll we nmust have soneone chase
down those cats who' ve gone and
stolen all of your tongues.

MR, CHATHUM
| do apol ogi ze for keeping you but
| had business to tend to. | nust

be gone again this afternoon but
Manuel has prepared a wonderfu
lunch for the three of you. 1'll
be back this evening and we can

di scuss what has gone on up to
this point and any pressing issues
on your m nds.

to wal k out but Kiruminterrupts him

Kl RUM
M. Chathum | realize we cane here
uni nvited but what we have to talk
about shoul d take precedence over
any ot her business you have.

MR, CHATHUM
"Il decide what takes precedence
w th ny business, both personal
and professional, doctor Lanbert.

Andre wal ks out of the room Kirumand Elicia | ook at each

ot her.

KI' RUM
We really have himscared. Well do
you think we should stay?



ELICI A
|"'msorry | didn't back you up
Kirumthat was just a surrea
moment for me and | feel like I'm
bei ng pull ed down a whirl pool and
not hi ng can save ne. Yes we're
going to eat this man's food and
take full advantage of the
privileges of wealth until he
cones hone. Then we're going to go
put our plan into action.

KI' RUM
| am starving what about you Lisa?

Li sa doesn't acknow edge his question and she | ooks at
Elicia.

LI SA
He's nore powerful than I thought
he would be. | can't promse | can
hel p.

ELICI A

Don't worry things will be fine.
Let's go see what's for |unch?

I NT. AC MANSI ON LI BRARY - NI GHT

Andre is sitting behind an old desk snoking a cigar and
talking to Kirum

MR CHATHUM
| know you thought you were being
clever with your recorder doctor
but the fact is you were doing
just what | expected. This
afternoon | played it back for the
CGeneral s just before replacing al
but three of them They were
necessary at first but the tinme
has conme to go to the next |eve
and now t he peopl e are being put
into place to see that that

happens.

KI' RUM
VWhat do you nean by the next
| evel ?

Andre smles and gives a quick |augh.
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He wal ks up and tries to kiss her
ki sses her on the cheek and she pulls away.

MR CHATHUM
For a smart man you really don't
t hi nk things through doctor. Wth
the current rate of increased
sui cides half the population wll
be elimnated in |l ess than eight
years. It's time for ATC to focus
on elimnating the weaklings of
this world. Soon power and
pl easure wi Il becone the seeds of
a stronger and nore prosperous
wor |l d. When the purification
process is conplete we'll rebuild
hi s ki ngdomthe way it was neant
to be.

KI' RUM
So how many deaths will it take to
satisfy your thirst for blood
Andr e?

MR, CHATHUM
| should take care of you
personal |y doctor but | think
Raynmond has a nmuch better plan for
you. Now | eave ny presence you
useless little mnion.

ELI Cl A
You asked to see ne al one?

MR CHATHUM
Yes ny child conme and have a seat.

He sits back in his chair and she sits across from him
Nei t her of them say anything for a while.

ELICI A
Wy did you send ne that noney
when you di d?

MR. CHATHUM
Aha that's wonderful. You've cone
here with so many things on your
m nd and | was hoping that is what
you wanted to know t he nost.

Elicia s voice.

but she turns away. He
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The door opens and a guard takes Kirum by the arm and | eads
hi mout of the room W focus on Andre's face and see his
eyes glow a little and then we hear



ELICI A
It's not nost significant it's
j ust the begi nning of
under st andi ng why | was dragged
into this? What do you want from
me?

MR. CHATHUM
To the point again. | see so much
of me in you Elicia. Did you know
that | nanmed you. You're naned
after an angel who is extrenely
power ful and feared.

ELICI A
Wiy woul d an angel be feared?

MR CHATHUM
You have so nuch to learn ny
child. I wsh that | could skip
all of these steps but I"'mwlling
to be patient for you ny Elicia.

ELIC A
If you're going to talk in riddles
we're wasting our tine. Are you
going to answer ne or not?

MR CHATHUM
| sent you the noney because it
was tine for you to have it. That
and so much nore. You're from
Royal ty and yet your nother has
had you living |like a pauper.

ELICI A
W were far from poor and what
Royal ty?

MR, CHATHUM
Don't be frustrated but you' re not
ready to under st and.

ELIC A
Try nme.

MR, CHATHUM
Your bl oodline can be traced back
to the beginning of the Earth. And
inawrld that's as plain to ne
as this one is to you this famly
is revered |like no other. You are
here now because it is your

( MORE)
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He sml es

MR. CHATHUM (cont' d)
birthright torule this world
after | nove on to the next.

ELICI A
And what about Thonmas? Is it a
coi nci dence that you contacted ne
right after his death?

and then | aughs very | oud.

MR CHATHUM
You are nmuch smarter than your
brot her young | ady and besi des he
had too nmuch of his great
gr andf at her Anglund in him But
you shoul d know t hat your nother
made the choice not |I. | wanted
you to cone and live with nme but
she threatened me with everything
if I didn't give you up

ELICI A
What did she threaten that she
woul d expose your plan to kill
mllions of people each year for
profit?

MR CHATHUM
Elicia. You' re so naive. | had no
plan I was chosen. | was given a

responsibility like no human being
before ne. This isn't about noney
it's about doing what has to be
done. What has been ordai ned from
t he begi nni ng.

ELICI A
(Sarcastic Laugh.)
Pl ease don't sit there and tell ne
you' re doing the Lord' s work? Are
you trying to tell me that God's
responsi ble for this?

MR CHATHUM
God? What God are you talking
about? The one who has left this
wor |l d behind for people to suffer
hunger and di sease? No ny child
" m tal ki ng about the one true
god. The god of this world who is
doi ng sonet hi ng about our probl ens
i nstead of pointing his finger at
us.

91.
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ELICI A
You're actually convinced that
what you're doing is right? Please
expl ain how killing innocent
people is the right thing to do?

MR, CHATHUM
First of all let me make it clear
that | don't have to justify ny
notives to anyone. But |et ne ask
you why you think I would question
the authority and judgenent from
whi ch this edict has conme?

ELICI A
So that's your story? The Devil
made you do it?

He slanms his fist on the desk.

MR, CHATHUM
How dare you use such bl asphenous
sar casn?

He cal ns hi nsel f.

MR. CHATHUM
Forgive me child. I'm
i rresponsi bl e for not considering
the systematic brai nwashi ng you' ve
been exposed to all of your life.
"' mnot angry with you.

ELICI A
(Sarcastic.)
That's a relief. For a mnute
there | was afraid you were going
to take away ny all owance.

He | eans back into his chair and puffs his cigar. He studies
her for a m nute.

MR CHATHUM
So tell me. What is it that | can
do for you?

ELICI A
Sonmething tells ne that dissolving
ATC and getting back on the
straight and narrow is out of the
gquestion?
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MR CHATHUM
Are you deliberately trying to
make ne angry?

ELICI A
No | guess it just hit me that it
really isn't about the noney with
you. What is driving you goes much
deeper than that and nothing | do
or say is going to change your
posi tion.

MR. CHATHUM
Now that's ny girl. You have no
i dea what's before you Elicia. W
have people in the highest
positions of all walks of life.
Church and State, Mlitary and
Busi ness, young and old in al
parts of the world. The best thing
isit's all going to be yours.
Join me Elicia and you'll have
nore than your w | dest inmagination
can dream up

ELICI A
So what are you proposing? That |
becone the Princess of a new Wrld
religion?

MR, CHATHUM
Wul d that be so bad? | know
you' ve probably been told that God
is good and He takes care of us
but do you ever ask yourself where
sin would be w thout blanme?

ELICI A
So what are you saying to each his
own and it's every man for
hi msel f?

MR CHATHUM
You do have a gift for being
sardonic child. Wiat |I'msaying is
why be a hypocrite and preach
forgi veness then in the sane
breat h condemm peopl e for doing
what cones naturally?

ELICI A
And what if it conmes naturally for
some to commt nmurder or to stea

( MORE)
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ELICI A (cont'd)
fromtheir neighbor? Were do we
draw the |ine between tol erance
and i gnorance? And what greater
hypocrisy is there than to kill
sonmeone who doesn't neet your | ow
standard of norality?

MR CHATHUM
(Flustered.)
Enough. Qbviously we can't agree
and as far as |I'mconcerned we
don't have to.

He sits back in his chair and tries to be nonchal ant. She
stands up and wal ks around the room She finds the bl ade
t hat Janmes showed her

ELICI A
So now you have the Kirian bl ade.
VWat's it for?

MR. CHATHUM
Don't be coy Elicia. I'msure you
know t hat Joseph stole it from
Abrahin to kill warriors.

ELICI A
Don't assunme | know very nuch
because | feel like I"'mstill in

the dark. What warriors?

MR, CHATHUM
Those powerful spirits sent by
"him' to feed off of the sins of
si npl e peopl e.

ELICI A
Ch you nean like Heriel, Haliab,
Shabrich and Mal cat ha?

MR. CHATHUM
You don't know what it does to ne
heari ng you say those nanes
Elicia.
She approaches himwith the knife and stands close to him

ELI Cl A
How does it work?

He | ooks at the blade and gives her a hard stare.
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MR, CHATHUM
You'll |earn soon enough. Let's go
and see how your friends are

doi ng.

He reaches for the blade and Janes cones into the room on
cue. She holds onto the blade for a few seconds and turns to
| ook at Janmes. Then she | ooks at Andre and gives hima
slight grin as she lets go.

MR CHATHUM
Take Elicia downstairs to be with
her friends. I'll be there

shortly.

Janes tries to show her out but she doesn't |let himtouch
her. They | eave the room and Andre wal ks over to an altar
and bows down hol ding the Kirian bl ade.

MR, CHATHUM
| know now what has to be done.
Take her and nol d her al ongsi de
Thomas. Soon their young brothers
wll be born and I'Il prepare one
of themfor a life of servitude.

| NT. UNDERGROUND ALTAR. - N GHT

Elicia watches Janmes open a the door to a roomthat | ooks
like a Cell with a huge stone bow in the mddle of it.
Kirum and Lisa are inside and Janes cl oses the door behind
Elicia when she wal ks in.

Kl RUM
Are you alright?

ELICI A
Yes but what is this place?

KI' RUM
W were waiting upstairs when
Raynond Todd showed up and had us
put down here.



ELICI A
|'ve way underestimated Andre
Chat humi s resol ve. He believes
he's sone kind of ordai ned
Anti - Pope hell bent on doing the
Devil's handy-work on earth. Lisa

you were right. | hate to ask you
to do this but | don't know of any
ot her way.
LI SA
(Calmy.)

|''mnot scared Elicia.
El i ci a hugs her.

Kl RUM
Can | be let in on this?

The door opens and in wal ks Andre, Janmes, Dr. Todd and an
armed man. Andre has the Kirian bl ade and smles at Lisa
when he wal ks in.

DR. TODD
Don't bother trying to take on M.
Chat hum young | ady. He's not only
a Carrier he has G avhal a.

For the first tinme Lisa has a | ook of fear.

ELI Cl A
Who i s Gavhal a?

DR. TODD
The High Priest of all spirits.
One whom you w Il gain ful
know edge of shortly.

LI SA

(Crying.)
No you can't do that.

DETECTI VE CHRI STI ANSON
Quiet child. You'll be dealt with
soon enough.

Andre wal ks up to Elicia.

MR. CHATHUM
You only thought you went through
hel | before. Because you're ny
daughter 1'mgoing to | eave you
sonet hi ng.
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He places the Kirian blade on top of the alter.

ELICI A
So you're going to kill nme |ike
you did Thomas? How did he get a
car that was able to go over a
hundred m | es per hour unless you
wanted himto have it? Was he too
good to live?

MR CHATHUM
Not too good just too week. |I'd
hoped you'd have nore strength but
it looks |ike you got the weak
bl ood as wel | .

ELICI A
But who'll carry on after you're
gone?

Andre signals for the guard to open the door. In walks a
very pregnant young girl.

MR. CHATHUM
It's a pity you won't get to neet
these brothers either. That's
right 1'lIl be the proud father of
tw ns and one of themw || soneday
rule the world.

Kl RUM
You can't get away with this. Too
many people know we're here.

DR TODD
Wong. After a Senior Ab-agent
declares this a suicide the body
will be cremated and no
investigation will take pl ace.
|'ve already buried you with your
hi story of hysteria and your
attack on ne |l ast night.

Kl RUM
You liar. You...
MR. CHATHUM
(Screans.)

Si | ence.
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Elicia | ooks at himbut closes her eyes before he w nks at
her .

Andre | aughs again as his eyes light up and his face becones
nonst r ous.

MR. CHATHUM
A wnk is just a signal for the
warrior Elicia. | gave you

Gravhal a when | ki ssed your cheek
earlier. Take them out of here.

The guard herds Kirum and Lisa towards the door.

LI SA
Can't | say goodbye?

Janmes | ooks at Andre and he shakes his head yes. Lisa runs
to Elicia and hugs her. Elicia |looks Lisa in the eye and Dr.
Todd sees her.

DR. TODD
Hold it right there.

He takes out a pen-laser and |looks into Elicia' s eyes.

DR. TODD
Still there alright. |'ve never
seen novenent |ike this before.

Kl RUM
|"mso sorry | couldn't do
anyt hi ng. ..

He tries to grab the guard's gun but gets knocked out by the
butt of the gun.

Everyone wal ks out behind the guard who is dragging Kirum
FromElicia s perspective we see the door close and then
turn to look at the Kirian bl ade.

| NT. ALTAR. HOURS LATER. - NI GHT

The door to the altar opens very slowy and Andre steps

i nside the doorway. He sees Elicia' s body |aying across the

altar and bl ood all around her. He walks in and sits by her
si de.

MR CHATHUM
| wasn't |ying about you being ny
favorite. | never should have | et

your nother take you and corrupt
( MORE)
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MR. CHATHUM (cont' d)
your mnd against ne. But | was at
such a crucial stage and |
couldn't afford the bad press.

He pulls the hair back out of her eyes and touches her face.

MR, CHATHUM
Say hello to Thomas for ne.

Suddenly her eyes open and she cones overhanded with the
bl ade and into his right eye.

ELICI A
Tell himyourself.

She wal ks upstairs and sees Dr. Todd talking to an AB agent.
It's the Sr. Agent that did Kirums father-in-law s

Absol ution. Dr. Todd goes running down the stairs. Kirum and
Li sa see Elicia and they go running up to her. Elicia |ooks

at Lisa and w nks.

LI SA
Brezhula is week fromthe battle.
| knew he was nore powerful than
that nasty ol d denon.

ELI Cl A
Yes he was but | never want to do
t hat agai n.

KI' RUM
When | woke up Lisa assured ne
you' d be alright. She said Abrahin
had gi ven her soneone very
powerful to help you.

ELI Cl A
Power ful and wonderful. | went
back and forth from depression to
elation for hours until | heard a

soft voice tell ne everything was
going to be fine. Were's Janes?

Kl RUM
He left last night. Were' s Andre?
Is that his bl ood?
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ELICI A
It's nostly ny blood. | pulled the
scabs off ny wists to nmake Andre
think I was dead. \When he got near
me | stabbed himwth the Kirian
bl ade just the way Abrahin said |
had to.

Dr. Todd conmes back up and pulls Elicia to the side.

DR TODD

(Smling.)
You have no idea the favor you
just did ne. Wien the Ab agent
declares this a nurder you'll | ose
all rights to any inheritance and
you were set to have everyt hing.
"Il be in control of this conpany
for the next eighteen years at
| east.

Doctor Todd wal ks up to the agent and tries to talk to him
but he's on a phone |ike Kirums and doesn't acknow edge
him Wen he gets off the phone Dr. Todd escorts himdown to
t he body.

Elicia, Lisa and Kirum wal k outside and the sun is just
com ng up

ELICI A
| think all | was able to
acconplish was to change the ATC s
core philosophy. Raynond Todd
m ght have a different notive but
he'll drive up the body count even
nore because of his |ove of noney.

Ki rum seens distracted as he watches the big van out in
front of the house. He takes out his renote and Elicia's
cell phine rings. She listens but doesn't say anyt hing.
Suddenly the doors to the big van bust open and the cl eaners
run inside.

Ki rum wal ks away from everything and | ooks up at the
beautiful sky. He lets the Sun shine on his face and then
sm | es.

Kl RUM
(Voi ce Over.)
Elicia's listening to the | ast
part of ny conversation with
Raynond Todd | ast night. As he was
|l osing his tenper | called ny
( MORE)
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KI RUM (cont ' d)
voice mail using the renote in ny
pocket .

We see the sane scene as Kirumdrops his jawin reaction to
Dr. Todd throwing his recorder against the wall.

Kl RUM

(Voi ce Over.)
The nessage was neant to go to the
FBI but when | saw that the
pedantic, Senior Ab Agent Maulin
Pei was handling the case | got
hi s nunber from Robert. | sent him
a copy of ny voice mail marked
urgent and he was listening to it
when Raynond interupted hima few
m nut es ago.

Elicia wal ks over to Kirum

ELICI A
You sly dog.

The Sr. agent wal ks by Kirum and then stops. He | ooks at him
and grins.

SR. ABSOLUTI ONI ST
"Il take fries and you take
bur gers.

Elicia, Kirumand the Sr. share a |augh

ELICI A
Don't worry |I'I|l keep you both
busy for a long tine hel ping
famlies that have been devastated
by nmy father.

Kl RUM
| couldn't think of a better
penance.

Lisa wal ks up to Elicia.

LI SA
" m hungry.

Elicia takes her hand and they wal k away.
ELICI A

For such a little girl you sure
can eat.
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The canera pulls back and up and we watch Kirum and the Sr.
Agent talking as Elicia and Lisa go inside the house.
| NT. CHURCH. - DAY
Ki rum and Hel en wal k down the church steps as people throw
rice. Kirumlooks at Elicia and gives her a wink. Helen

ki sses her nother and she and Ki rum wave goodbye. They get
into a sports car and speed away.

The End



