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(First Draft May 7, 2003)

                                                                 Written By Dallas Mall

Opening credits are seen in the clouds with the loud sound of a helicopter.  Camera moves down and pans out to see a training facility.

FADE IN: MAIN TITLE

 You see navy seals training (Swimming and jumping over obstacles). Sound of helicopter fades away and camera zooms in as the seal commander begins to speak to his new recruits.

Commander Roth:

Gentlemen, today begins your training as a navy seal.  We are the most feared group of people the U.S government has to offer.  When a mission needs to be done right, they call us.  When a mission needs to be done immediately and affectively, they call us.  They call us for a good reason, because when I’m done with you you’ll be a killing machine.  You’ll get behind enemy lines without a trace; your enemy will be dead before he even knows you were in the same room as him.  Gentlemen…. when this is over your enemy will wish he were looking face to face with a Nuke rather then eye to eye with a Navy Seal, understood?

Seals

HOO-YA

Commander Roth:

  Lieutenant Anderson and Lieutenant Gray you two will be testing your skills against one another today.  See those woods over there; you both will be starting at opposite ends.  The first to capture his opponent wins, this is a training mission and should take no less then 5 hrs; the victor will receive a salute. The loser deals with me!

The two men take their place and with the sound of a whistle start their hunt.  30 min into the mission Anderson is shown trying to make a weapon, assuming he has plenty of time before an encounter.  There is a noise; at first he is worried then laughs thinking to himself that there is no way it can be Lt. Gray because the woods are too large.  It would take at least an hour to get from one side to the other.  There is another noise and he begins to breath heavy and sweat.  Suddenly he is choked from behind.  Lt. Gray is seen with mud on his face and branches made into spears around his belt.

Commander Roth is talking with other officers about his new recruits.

Commander Roth:

I got one guy who looks like a tough son of a bitch.  His name’s Anderson, James Anderson.  I got him doing the woods exercise right now.

One of the other officers:

Every year we get that one guy that’s above and beyond the rest.  You think he’s the one?

COMMANDER Roth:

I think so.

As he finishes his sentence Lt. Anderson is thrown down near the Commander’s feet.  Anderson looks up at him in terror gasping for air.  Commander Roth looks at Anderson then turns his head and sees the painted Gray.

Commander Roth:

Holy Shit (in a quiet voice)

CUT TO;

Recent time with William day-dreaming this memory. 

INT: HOSPITAL

He is awoken with the tap of a doctor on his shoulder.

FADE IN:

 Worcester Massachusetts,  October 22, 1983

Doctor; 

Mr. Gray?…..Mr. Gray!.  Hi I’m Dr Bodicker, Your wife is ready to see you now.

William;

What is it?

Doctor;

It’s a healthy baby boy.

William has a grin from ear to ear

William

A boy.

Doctor 

It’s what you were hoping for?

William

I was, she wanted a girl.

Doctor

Well you missed a pretty amazing thing.

William;

I’ve been in the military for 7 years but I pass out watching my own son being born.

Doctor

Hahahahah.

After a little walk to get to the room William opens the door to see his wife Kim holding their newborn baby.  He smiles and sits next to her.

William;

My god he looks just like you (in a soft whisper).  What are we gonna name him? we haven’t decided on a name.

Kim

I have, he’s gonna be named after his father…..William.

William

William Jr, I like that

They look at each other and kiss.

Doctor 

Mrs. Gray you and your baby seem to be quite healthy so you should be released from the hospital the day after tomorrow.

Kim

Ok, thank you Doctor.

William takes his son from his wife and sits on the seat behind her rocking the baby.  As he rocks his son the doctor watches with a smile.  

Doctor

So you’re a Navy seal.

William 

How’d you guess? (As he continues to rock his new born)

Doctor

That tattoo there on your arm. 

William looks at his USNS tattoo.

Doctor 

U.S Navy Seal right. 

William nods his head.

Doctor

My Brother was in the Marines a few years back.

William 

Did he see any action?

Doctor

He fought in Vietnam, left early on a Friday morning and never came back.

Kim 

Your brothers a brave man, sacrificing his life for his country.

Doctor

The funny thing is that nobody ever confirmed his death he was labeled as M.I.A.  Chances are that he died in a prison camp but in the back of my head there could always be that chance.  Now see if he was a navy seal I’d know for sure he was alive because those guys are invincible. (He laughs)

Kim

Apparently not in a delivery room.

The three laugh.

Doctor 

Ok I’m going to leave you three alone.

The doctor leaves the room with William holding the baby smiling and Kim watching her husband.

Kim

Look at daddy holding the baby.  Now is it going to be Daddy or pop?

William 

It’s going to be Sir. (In a funny manner)

Kim giggles.

William 

I can’t wait to get home and show him off.

Kim watches William.  She smiles knowing she has made him the happiest man alive.

EXT/INT: DRIVEWAY/HOUSE--DAY 

William and Kim open the door to their house for the first time with the new baby.  But when the door opens Kim is hit with a gift from William.

Many Friends

SURPRISE!

The party catches her by surprise, then looks at William and gives him a big kiss.   Kim is first met by Darlene a friend and waitress at the local diner.

Darlene

Oh my god isn’t he precious, we have to bring him down to the diner sometime and show everyone.

Friends surround William and Kim.  The town of Northboro, Massachusetts is not very large so when something exciting happens the whole town is invited.  They are like one big happy family.

CUT TO:

Later that night, most of the people are gone by now.

Darlene

You should come by the diner tomorrow.  Joe and Wendy would love to see little William.

Kim

I’ll try, that is if William will let anyone else hold him.

KIM’S POV: 

William on the couch playing with his son.  When the phone rings.

Kim

I’ll get it.

William 

No Hun I’ll get it, here take the baby.

William hands off the baby to Kim and picks up the phone.

William

Yello? William Sr. speaking. 

Saying it as he laughs

Commander Roth

Will it’s Commander Roth we got a situation.  The seals chopper deploys tomorrow @ 0 600.  This isn’t a training exercise Will, this one’s for real.

William can tell in the Commander’s voice that this is no joke.  He is speechless and hangs up the phone.

Kim 

Who was that?

William

Ah….nobody, wrong number.

Kim looks at him and gives a puzzled look as if she knows he’s lying.

CUT TO;

Later that night Kim and William lying in bed with the baby.

Kim

Look at him he’s beautiful.

William

Of course he is, he’s got my looks.

Kim giggles then realizes his mood has changed.

Kim

William?  William what’s wrong?

William Pauses

William

That was Jimmy on the phone earlier.

Kim 

Jimmy Roth?  Why did he call? What did he want?

William 

I have to be at the base tomorrow for a mission.  It’s probably nothing.

Kim 

What about us? What about the baby?  You can’t just get up and leave.

William 

I’m sorry honey I have to.  I’m sure we won’t be gone that long.

They look at each other but don’t say a word.  Later that night she spy’s in on William holding Jr. in his arms.

William

Well champ I’m gonna be gone for a while.  You take care of your mother for me.  I’m going to miss you, but I will see you soon I promise.

Kim cries herself to bed that night falling asleep in William’s arms.  In the morning as she roles over she finds William’s half of the bed cold and empty with a letter leaning against the pillow.  The letter reads, “I didn’t know how to tell you this so I wrote you a letter.  The mission I’m going on is a very long and difficult one.  I don’t know when I’ll be back but it won’t be soon.  Forgive me for saying goodbye to you like this but I couldn’t bare to see the look on your face.  I’m going to serve my country and do my best to come back alive.  Love William.  PS. don’t forget about me.”

FADE TO:

EXT.  NAVY BASE—MORNING

5 Navy Seals lined up in an orderly fashion being told by their Commander what their mission will be.

COMMANDER Roth

Gentlemen, today we have a situation.  10 years ago the war in Vietnam was thought to be over.  It was over to the American public but not to the American military.  We have received intelligence that the Vietnamese have approximately 7 U.S POW’s.  But these aren’t regular POW’s they are high-ranking officers with classified military knowledge.  If the Vietnamese get hold of this information they would have access to certain nuclear secrets making them more powerful than China and North Korea combined.  Our mission is to stop them and to rescue our forgotten comrades.  You each have been assigned a code name and if you happened to escape with a POW your pick up call will be “successful glory run” understood?

Platoon

HOO-YA!  

INT. CHOPPER

Seals in the chopper on the way to Vietnam at night.  Conversation is loud trying to overcome the noise of the chopper.

 Mike Prior (Fellow seal and friend of William)

So how’d Kim take it?

There is no reaction from William.

Mike

Well, if everything goes as planned you’ll be back home playing with Jr in no time.

As friend pats him on the back the chopper hovers over the South China Sea at night, Commander begins yelling.  

Commander Roth

This is our stop boy’s put on your fins and get ready to deploy.  It is about a 5-mile swim to shore.  The camp is about 1000 yards from the shoreline.

The Seals begin put on their masks, flippers, and oxygen tanks.  Then jump into the water.  The chopper leaves with a view of the seals swimming in an orderly fashion to their destination.

CUT TO:

On land with a close up of the water.

Suddenly a seal’s camouflaged face appears slowly through the water with eyes already opened and intent on making no noise.  

PULL BACK TO REVEAL:

The rest of the seals emerging from the water  

Quietly they enter the woods surrounding the camp.  Looking through his night-vision goggles, the Commander is stunned to see almost a full battalion of Vietnamese soldiers.  The Commander realizes the US government has underestimated the security of this camp.  This is not the mission for 5 navy seals, but for an entire US army.  The Commander explains the situation to his fellow Seals, and decides to abort the mission. Suddenly a deep voice in the back of the group speaks out.

William

I’ll go in.

The group separates down the middle to turn and look at William.

Commander Roth

Excuse me?

William

Let me go in.  I’ll let them capture me so I can get on the inside.  It’ll take a little while but I can escape with the POW’s.

Commander Roth

Are you crazy they’ll kill you in there? 

William doesn’t respond he just stares at the Commander. Commander Roth pulls him aside and talks to him alone.

Commander Roth

Listen, Will I’ve known you for a long time and there’s no way in hell I’m letting you go into that camp.

He looks into Williams eyes and realizes there’s no stopping him from saving those POW’s

Commander Roth

All right we’ll give you 3 days, if you’re not out by then we leave without you.  If you do get out and we’re gone give me a call, my code name is Cowboy.  

As the commander is talking William wipes his face clean of camouflage and strips to his boxers.

As William walks away Commander Roth says: 

Commander Roth 

Hey Will, don’t be late! 

The platoon watches William as he walks through the woods and into the darkness.  

Vietnamese POV:

They see a man walk through the woods.  There is a melee with soldiers yelling at him to get down and the sound of guns locking and loading.

The soldiers get quiet as their head Captain (Tran Li) walks towards him in an arrogant manner, then hits him in the back of the head with the butt of his AK-47, knocking him out.

William temporarily comes to, and when he does two Vietnamese soldiers are dragging him to his cell.  As he looks around he sees his fellow American POW’s watching him with interest and hope, then falls unconscious again.  He is later awoken by a voice in the cell next to him.

POW (Lt. Dee Lewis)

Hey….Hey buddy you alright

William nods his head.

As he answers he evaluates the cell he is in.  It is small with bars on three sides, a cement wall a cement roof and a dirt floor, with no bed.  There is also a small bared window over near where the guard sits.

POW (Lewis)

My name’s Dee Lewis but my friends call me D-Lew.  So when’s the rest of your platoon gonna get here, are we finally gonna be free? (D-Lew is an avg. size black man who is always joking) 

William

There is no platoon it’s just me.

POW (Lewis)

Say what!? You telling me that after being beat up, tortured, and drugged for more then 10 years the U.S government sends 1 guy to save us.

William looks down at the man’s forearm and sees multiple burns.  It looks as if he has been used as a human ashtray.

William

I’m not in the military I’m a fisherman

POW (Lewis)

Bullshit (he laughs) My guess is ur in the special forces and by the mark on ur arm right there I’d say it’s the navy.

Williams looks at his arm where he has a tattoo that reads USNS (US Navy Seal)

William 

Lost at sea.

POW (Lewis)

I don’t think you get it man.  See that dude over there drooling like a baby, that’s Lt. Bobby Tucker a 25 year old special agent with the army, or the guy in the cell next to him who’s been staring at the wall for 6 straight hours, that’s Lt. Bodicker a 26-year-old Marine.  They were sent here to rescue us too, now look at them.  These Vietnamese guy’s don’t give a shit who you are, or how well ur trained.  They just want info, and there gonna do what ever it takes to get it.  Half the guy’s brains in here are fried.  They pump ya full of Sodium Pentothal until they get all the info they can get then they kill ya.

William 

Then why are u so talkative?

POW (Lewis)

My time is in the morning man by the time night comes I’m back to normal.

As Dee is talking William looks around at the other prisoners.  He looks at them and sees that many of them seem to be drugged and brainwashed severely.  It has been so long since they have been captured that any hope of leaving is long gone.  William himself begins to think that maybe this escape could be a very long process, but as long as he keeps his mind they’ll be safe.  He then sees Captain Li walking towards him with an assistant (Commander Nguyen), and starts talking to him in broken English.

Captain 

What is your name?……….Why are u here?

When he gets no answer he signals for Lt. Lewis’s cell to be opened.

Captain

If you don’t know maybe ur friend here does.

They rip Lt. Lewis out of his cell and drag him violently out of sight.  A few minutes go by before he hears the sound of torture and screaming pain.  William lies down in his bed hoping Lt. Lewis doesn’t reveal his true identity to the Vietnamese.  If they were to ever find out about the rescue mission it would be certain death.  After about an hour of torture the two men drag D-Lew back to his cell.  Following behind them is Captain Li and beside him is the second man in charge Commander Loi Nguyen.

Capt. Li

So your friend here says ur a fisherman? (Saying it as if he knows something’s up)  Well I don’t know who u are but I’m personally gonna keep my eye on you.

As they walk away William looks at Lt. Lewis, he has a bloody nose and two swollen eyes. 

INT. CELL—MORNING

The next morning William is awoken by the sound of keys unlocking his cell.  When he opens his eyes 3 guards attack him.  William doesn’t try to fight, and is dragged into a room where Captain Li and Commander Nguyen are waiting.  He is shoved onto a chair and they shut the door.  It’s silent for about a minute until they start having a conversation in Vietnamese.  They are laughing and telling each other jokes about how William is dressed and in particular his graying hair.  Finally the laughter stops and the captain gets in William’s face.

Capt Li

Now we can do this the easy way or the hard way. Are u going to talk?

William stares at him and doesn’t flinch.  The leader realizes he’s not gonna talk and nods his head at Commander Nguyen.  Commander Nguyen smiles and the beating begins.  In the middle of the beating they inject William with Sodium Penathol aka truth serum hoping he will crack.  

Captain Li

    For a fisherman u sure are stubborn.                                                                                     

William’s POV:

William’s vision starts to go fuzzy

 The men start to ask their questions, but they get nothing from him and return William to his cell.  William is back to normal come nighttime as is Lt. Lewis.

INT: CELL--NIGHT

William is just beginning to awake.

Dee

So, how was the first day?

William 

They made fun of my hair. (Showing that he can also speak Vietnamese)  

Dee 

Did they give you the serum?

William nods his head. 

Dee

Did u talk?

William

(William nods no) But I’m having trouble concentrating.

Dee

Yeah that’s how it works.  You spend all night getting rid of the after affects but then in the morning it starts all over again.  In here they don’t want u to think they just want info, they do all the thinking.

EXT: SHORELINE—MORNING

His fellow Seals sitting and eating while they wait for William.  Commander Roth looks at his watch seeing the 1 hour countdown before the rescue helicopter arrives.

Mike 

He’ll be here he just likes to make it dramatic.

Commander Roth

I hope your right kid.  I hope your right

INT: WILLIAM’S CELL

William is looking at the moon falling towards the horizon. He realizes he has little time to get out before his friends leave. As he looks his vision becomes blurry and he can’t concentrate.

EXT: SEALS

Commander Roth is again looking at his watch.  It reads 2 min, you can hear the choppers getting closer, and now they’re in sight.  As one of the choppers land the seals rush onto it except for Lt Prior.

Mike

We gotta wait for him Sir; he’ll be here any minute.

Commander Roth 

Let him go Lt. there’s nothing we can do now.

Lt. Prior looks into the woods for a few seconds then gets on the chopper looking back at the woods waiting for his friend to appear.

INT: CELL

William is a little out of it, when Captain Li and Commander Nguyen unlock his cell and go inside.

Captain Li

Looks like your friends just left without you.  What kind of country leaves their soldiers to die?

William doesn’t say a word.

Captain Li whispers into William’s ear:

Captain Li

You will speak when I get through with you.  You’re in Vietnam now, anything goes here.

Before they exit to leave his cell Commander Nguyen kicks him in the stomach and laughs.

Dee 

You all right bud?

The words echo in William’s head

William 

I can’t think

As time goes on the days turn into months, the months into years, and before you know it 10 years have passed.  

SUPER TITLE: OCTOBER 22, 1993

William is frustrated, the Vietnamese know he is important so they drug him in the morning and chain him to the wall at night.  His cell is heavily guarded with no chance of an escape.  William is now friends with all the POW’s; William is seen as their leader.  After each morning torture, his fellow POW’s try to keep him in high spirits. Throughout the years many of the guards have changed but Captain Li and Commander Nguyen have stayed in command.

By now William’s appearance is beginning to change with scares all over his body and a face full of hair, almost to the point where he is unrecognizable.  At night he puts himself to bed with the thoughts of his wife and son, what they look like and how they have moved on without him.  He has not given up the though of returning home one day, and has begun a tattoo on his arm that will have the date his son was born above his navy seal tattoo.

William and Dee are quiet in their cells until Dee breaks the silence with his quiet voice.

Dee

Hey Will….. U think we’ll ever get outta this place?

William nods his head.

  Dee

How do you know?

William 

I made a promise to my wife.

Dee doesn’t say a thing.

William

Do you have a family waiting for you?

Dee 

My parents are gone.

William

What happened?

Dee

My mom died when I was born and my dad was killed in a car crash when I was about 9.  My Aunt and uncle took care of me until I left.

William

I’m sorry I didn’t know.

Dee

It’s all right… I got through it.  I look forward to seeing my Aunt and Uncle again though.  They should be about 58 now.  How old is your wife now?

William

She turns 36 in April.

Dee

You can’t wait to get home.

William pauses for a moment and stares at the wall.

INT: THE GRAY HOUSEHOLD—DAY (Present time)

Kim

C’mon William you’re going to be late for school again.

Jr

Coming mom!

The bus honks as 10-year-old William Jr runs out the door while being handed his lunch and a kiss by his mother.  She watches as he gets on the bus and runs to the back.  She goes back inside to answer the phone.

Kim

Hello…… Hi Jill….sure, I could use some coffee right about now.

INT: DINER—DAY

Jill is in the middle of a story:

Jill (In a thick Boston accent)

…So I spent 2 hours making a huge cake for my daughter’s birthday ya know, 2 hours!  I’m sweating and I’ve got frosting all over my hands, so I decide to jump in the shower for about 5 minutes and when I get out to go in the kitchen you know what I find?  Nomar’s (the dog) got his tongue on the cake licking off all the frosting.  Wagging his tale having a good time.

Kim 

Hahahaha, so what’d you do?  You should’ve given it to Bill he still would’ve eaten it?

Jill looks at her with a clever look.

Kim

No you didn’t!

Jill

He loved it; he even went back for seconds.

Kim

Looks like I’m never eating dinner at your place again.

As they laugh a handsome man (about their age) approaches their booth, and looks at Kim.

Man.

Excuse me miss

They both turn and look at the man. 

Man

I can’t believe I’m doing this.  Since you’ve walked through the door I couldn’t help but stare at you.  Anyways, I finally built up enough courage to come over here and talk to you, and now that I am I was wondering if you would maybe like to get together sometime and grab a bite to eat….. maybe?

Kim pauses for a moment to look at a smiling Jill.

Kim

Thank you Mr……..?

Man

Oh… Phillips, Jack Phillips.

Kim 

Thank you Mr. Phillips for the invitation but I’m a married women.

The man is disappointed

Man

I should have known, all the beautiful ones are already taken.  I’m sorry to have bothered you…both of you.

The man returns to his seat in shame.

Jill

What are you doing?

Kim drinks her coffee as if nothing happened.

Kim

Huh?

Jill

What do you mean huh?  That handsome guy practically just threw himself at you.

Kim

Jill I’m married, I can’t be going out on dates.

Jill

Kim we’ve been friends since high school so I hope you don’t take this the wrong way but…..William’s not coming back.  He‘s been gone for 10 years, and for 10 years I’ve watched you reject cute guy after cute guy.  You can’t live every day hoping that he’ll just walk through the door.  You have to accept that and move on…….i’m sorry.

Kim glares out the window in silence.

Jill 

 I have to go pick up some things for dinner I’ll see you tomorrow.

She gives her a kiss on the head as she leaves but Kim still glares out the window as if in a trance.

INT: WILLIAM JR’S CLASSROOM

The kids are sitting quietly as the teacher speaks.

Teacher

Ok, today everyone is going to present their projects “What my dad does for a living”.

As all the kids do their projects William Jr is slouched down in his chair.

Teacher

Ok who hasn’t gone yet?

A girl yells out.

Girl classmate

Jr. hasn’t gone yet.

Then a boy yells out:

Boy classmate

That’s because he doesn’t have a father (in a mocking voice).

The class begins to laugh because they are children and don’t understand.  William Jr looks around then runs out of the room crying.  William hides outside for the rest of the school day until the busses arrive.  When he gets home his mom is cooking dinner and asks him how his day went.  William just slams the door and runs straight to his room.  He sits on his bed crying when his mom slowly opens the door.

INT: BEDROOM

Kim

You all right champ?

Jr.

Tell me about him mom. Tell me how dad was.

Kim walks over to his bed and sits down next to him.

She and Jr talk about his father throughout the entire night.  She tells him great stories that make them both laugh and cry.  She explains how he was the one who nicknamed him “champ” she tells him about how on the day he left his father held him in his arms and promised him he’d be back.

Jr.

But they don’t really know if he’s dead right?

Kim 

Well after he hadn’t returned in the first year I went straight to the navy, asking questions.

Jr.

And what did they say?

Kim

They said there was no such mission and that they didn’t know what I was talking about.

Jr.

They lied to you?

Kim 

Finally when you were about 5, completely out of the blue the US secretary of defense calls me telling me your father went to Vietnam, but is reported M.I.A

Jr.

What’s M.I.A?

Kim 

It stands for Missing in action.  He’s not dead but they don’t know where he is.

They embrace as Jr. says:

Jr.

He’ll be back mom I just know he will.

Kim holds her son as she hopes and prays he is right, but has her doubts.

INT: WILLIAM’S CELL

William chained to the wall being beatin’. 

   Captain  Li. 

You know you’re never getting out of this place.  (Captain is angry) You have nothing to live for……. why don’t you just GIVE ME WHAT I WANT! 

The captain leans over to whisper into Williams ear.

Captain Li

(Whisper) Who are you?

The captain pauses for a second then yells in frustration as he moves toward Commander Nguyen, yelling at him in Vietnamese to beat him twice a day.

 The camera flashes showing day after day of beatings, showing only Williams face but the nose of the bamboo stick slapping against his back.  William face looks as if he is immune to the pain. (In this time another 10 years pass)

SUPER TITLE: OCTOBER 2003 in front of White House.

INT: WHITE HOUSE

Officer #1

I say we go now and just bomb em’ all.

Secretary of Defense

That is out of the question, the last thing we need right now is WW 3.  Besides, there are American soldiers in there.

Officer #1

Mr. President with all due respect we sent the best Navy seal we’ve ever had in 20 years ago, if he didn’t survive then none of them did.

Commander Roth

What makes you so sure he’s dead huh?  

Officer #1

Jim it’s been 20 years! Let it go!

Commander Roth

I trained William Gray, he was the  

best.  I saw the look in his eyes the day of that mission.  He said he would rescue the POW’s and that’s exactly what he’s doing.  Maybe the inside is a little different then what he expected, but he’ll adapt.  The man’s mind is always at work. Just when you got him, he’s got you! (In a quiet voice) Lt. Gray is still alive all right he’s just waiting for the right time.

Officer #1

Then you can be the one to call his family Commander Roth, because I’m not very good at fairytales!  Mr. President, Lt. Gray is dead and so are the POW’s now let’s end this extended war now!

The President looks around the room in silence then looks at Commander Roth.

President

He’s got 1 month, if there is still radio silence by the beginning of next month we’re going in.

INT/EXT: CELL/OUTSIDE

The prisoners are being let outside for the first time in years.  3 of the men sit with William (D-Lew, Lt. Bobby Tucker, and Lt. David Bodicker) Lt. Bodicker and Tucker are the only two guys that aren’t high-ranking officers. William is finishing his tattoo he gave up on ten years earlier.  It now reads    10/22/83 right above his navy seal tattoo.

POW Lt. Bobby Tucker

Damn it sure does feel nice to smell fresh air again.

Dee

No, not even the air around here is nice.  This place is a shit hole.  If I ever get outta here I’m gonna be on the first plane back to bomb this place.

Lt. Bodicker

Your dreaming D-Lew, were gonna die in this place.

Dee

I will rip your tongue out if you say shit like that again man.

Lt. Bodicker

(In a quiet voice)  Look around you man it’s been 30 years for you.  Look at William, Dee. Look in his eyes man… he’s done.  

The camera looks at a dazed William who hasn’t said a word in over 2 years. 

Lt. Bodicker

When he first came here he had that look, like he was gonna tare this place up, he doesn’t even talk any more man.  If Will couldn’t save us who can?  The Gov don’t give a shit about us!

The three men look at William then put their heads down.  Lt. Boddicker gets up and begins to walk away, until he here’s a voice.  It was William, when he spoke the men raised their heads in excitement.  He doesn’t speak at them he speaks with his head to the side looking off into the distance.  He speaks in a quiet voice as if he’s learning how to speak again.  There are also long pauses in between each sentence.

William

I’m having dreams ya know…….just one really.  It’s my son,… he’s graduating high school and everyone is cheering for him…….  My eyes survey the crowd looking for my wife but I can never find her.

FADE TO:

William’s Dream, showing William searching the crowd.

William Narrating 

I hear her voice but can’t find her face.  I wakeup in the middle of the night scared I’ll never see her again.  You should’ve seen the look on her face the day I left.  I promised her I’d be back and she trusted me.   

FADE BACK TO:

William’s face.

William wipes the extra ink from his finished tattoo. As he leaves to walk back inside.

The men look at each other as if they were disappointed in themselves for losing hope.

CUT TO:

Dallas Texas in the home of William’s navy seal friend Mike Prior.  Mike and his wife Mel just got finished eating dinner.

INT: HOUSE—NIGHT

Mel 

So you’re going golfing tomorrow at 6.

During the conversation you can hear the faint noise of a TV in the corner of the room.

Mike 

(In a heavy fake Southern Accent) Yes ma’am I sure am

Mel 

Why do people go golfing so early, I would think it’d be more fun to play when the sun is up and it’s warm.

He grabs her from behind and starts kissing her neck.

Mike

Well Mrs. Prior that’s how old people like to do it, and with you being a young gal and all I guess you really wouldn’t understand now would you.

Mel 

Hahahahaha, I guess not.  How about if you clean the table tonight and I get to bed early.

Mike

Wait, Wait, Wait I’m the one getting up early.

As Mel exits the room she replies.

Mel

Then you better clean up quick.

As Mike cleans up he hums music and listens to the TV, which is mounted on the wall in the kitchen.

TV

And today longtime Navy Commander, Jimmy Roth has retired from the military…..

Once Mike hears his old Commander’s name he quickly stops what he is doing and watches.

Commander Roth on TV

I have given 43 years of my life to the Navy.  I’m getting too old to be yelling at these young kids.(As he Laughs)

Mike laughs and as the interview ends he continues to clean.

INT: MIKE’S BEDROOM

The camera zooms in on Mike’s face while asleep

FADE TO:

Dream

Mike’s dream is back at the Navy Seal training base with him and William talking for the first time.  Commander Roth is showing the seals how to kill a man using only a branch.

EXT: NAVY BASE: MORNING

Mike 

(In a Texas accent) Hey how ya doin? The names Mike, Mike Prior

William Doesn’t respond, he’s to busy learning

Mike 

Geez ur pretty into this stuff huh.  I guess it’s interesting, to bad we’ll probably never gonna use it…..  So what’s ur name stranger?

William 

William.

Mike

Where u from Will?

William

Massachusetts.

Commander Roth

Anderson get up here.  I’m the enemy and all you have at your disposal is that tree what would you do.  As he says it Commander Roth attacks him.  Lt. Anderson brakes off a branch and acts like he stabs him.

Mike continues to talk but clearly William’s mind is concentrated on the Commander.

Mike

You don’t look like the killin type?

William says nothing and continues to listen to the Commander.

Commander Roth 

Now Lt. Anderson did a good job but can anyone point out any mistakes he may have made.

As the Commander looks around he sees Williams hand raised.

Commander Roth

Lt. Gray what mistakes if any has your fellow seal made.

William

Sir although Lt. Anderson was fast breaking off the branch his techniques were…sloppy.  

Commander Roth

Explain?

William

Well, Lt. Anderson was quick with retrieving the branch but used it wrong.  He simply just stabs u in the stomach, which may look pretty effective now but come time for war it won’t be that easy.  If some how Lt. Anderson Is successful in stabbing his enemy the pain from the stab will cause the enemy to scream in pain which will alert the rest of his 100 buddies, thus putting the entire Seal team in danger.

There is a pause as the seals stare at William.

Commander Roth

Very good!  I hope the rest of you are thinking like Lt. Gray here.

As Commander Roth is praising William, Lt. Anderson says in a low voice:

Anderson

I’d like to see you do any better smart ass.

Commander Roth hears this comment and stops what he is saying.

Commander Roth 

I agree, I would also like to see how Lt. Gray handles this situation, and Lt. Anderson I would like for you to be the enemy.

Lt. Anderson smiles, as they get ready.  Lt. Anderson starts with a plastic knife and William has to try and not get stabbed.  

Commander Roth

Ready… Go!

William jumps up from a seated position and runs toward a tree, he brakes off a branch and holds it in his hand. He dodges knife attacks then is grabbed by the wrist, Anderson smiles because he thinks he has him but William takes his arms out of the sleeves, as he does so he strips off the outer layer of the branch which acts like rope.  William spins behind him and begins choking him with it.  After his enemy’s face turns red he releases him.  The Commander looks on with a big smile.

Commander Roth 

That’s how it’s done men, quick, quiet, and flawless.

As William sits back down Mike stares at him.

Mike  

I have a feeling you and I are gonna be good friends… I Hope.

EXT: VIETNAM 

FADE TO:

Mike waiting for William to walk through the woods before they leave him there. 

Mike

We gotta wait for him Sir; he’ll be here any minute.

Commander Roth 

Let him go Lt. There’s nothing we can do now.

Mike gets into the chopper.

INT: BEDROOM—NIGHT (Dream ends)

Mike awakes from his dream sweating and scared.  After a few minutes go by he begins to cry.  As he cries he wakes up his wife.

Mel

Mike? Honey are u ok?

Mike

I should’ve gone in with him.

Mel

Gone in where? With who?

Mike 

He trusted me with his life and I just left him there.

Mel

Honey you’re scaring me.  Tell me what happened.

Mike 

He was so determined you know.  He was gonna do whatever it took to bring them back alive.  I wish I could talk to him just one more time.

They lay down and go back to bed with their arms wrapped around one another.

CUT TO:

Next Morning.

INT: KITCHEN--MORNING

Mel gets their phone book and starts to dial a number.

Commander Roth 

Hello.

Mel

Hi, is this Commander Roth?

Commander Roth

Yes ma’am it is.  How can I be of service?

Mel

Commander my name is Mel Prior, you probably don’t remember but my husband Mike served under you years ago.

Commander Roth

Of course I remember Lt. Prior one of the loudest seals I trained.

Mel

Well Commander lately Michael has been scaring me, for the last few weeks he’s been having these dreams of the mission to Vietnam.  Something happened over there and he hasn’t been the same.  I know you live a few hours away but I was wondering if you could maybe give him a visit and you guys could talk.

Commander Roth 

Well Mrs. Prior I’ll tell you what tomorrow morning I’ll take a ride up there and talk to my boy and see what’s bothering him.

Mel 

Thank you so much this will mean so much to him.  Here let me give you directions.

CUT TO:

Next Morning.

Mel opens the door

Mel

Hello you must be Commander Roth.

Commander Roth

 Please call me Jim; I’m retired now (he laughs).

Mel

Michael honey somebody’s here to see you.

As Mike walks in from the other room he sees Commander Roth and is in shock not expecting his presence.

Mike

Commander Roth?

Commander Roth

Hello Lt.

Mel

Well I’m gonna leave you two alone in here, I’m just gonna go grab a bite to eat.

Mel leaves and the two men begin to talk.

Commander Roth

Your wife tells me you’re having trouble sleeping 

Mike looks ashamed and puts his head down.

Commander Roth

You wanna talk about it.

Mike stares at the ground.

Commander Roth 

It’s about William isn’t it?

Mike nods his head.

Commander Roth

I know you two were good friends but William made a decision he knew was dangerous.

Mike

But we just left him their sir.  We knew he was still alive in there but we just left.

Commander Roth 

There was nothing we could do. You saw how many of them were there.  It would’ve been suicide.

Mike

What about later, we could’ve gone in later with more troops? 

Commander Roth

Believe me I pleaded my case but they refused, they didn’t want to get into another confrontation with Vietnam.

There is silence for a bit.

Mike 

Do you think he’s…….

Commander Roth

Dead?  For a long time I didn’t.  You trained with him, the man was the best that’s why I let him go. But it’s been a long time.

Mike

Do you ever wish you didn’t let him go? 

Another moment of silence.

Commander Roth

There isn’t a day that goes by I don’t regret letting that boy out of my sight.  I wish I had just ignored him, I wish I had told him to get back on the plane, but I trusted my instincts, something told me I was supposed to let him go.

Mike

He was a good man

CUT TO: 

Vietnam.

INT: POW PRISON--MORNING

The lights turn on and the new morning shift Vietnamese soldier walks in.  He walks towards the night shift guard who is sleeping on his chair.  As he walks towards him he has his head down looking at his gun. 

Guard

Tough night last night Mr. Tan? (In Vietnamese)

There is no response.

Guard

You should’ve seen the mouse we killed outside it was huge.  

Again there is no response

Guard

Tan wake up, your shift is over.

As he says it he lifts up Tan’s head to find him with a slit throat. 

When he turns to yell for help he notices the POW’s aren’t in their cells.

Guard

My God!

The guard grabs the whistle he has around his neck and begins to blow it.

EXT: OUTSIDE

The other solders hear the whistle and run inside

INT: INSIDE PRISON

About 5 min later the Captain and Commander Nguyen come running in. They see the empty cells and glance at each other.  

Captain Li looks at the guard

Capt. Li

What the fuck happened here (in Vietnamese)

Guard

The POW’s have escaped

Captain Li turns to Commander Nguyen and takes his gun, then proceeds to shoot the guard.

After looking around they go to William’s cell.  They examine it for a long time but find nothing, but when they go to leave a piece of dirt falls on the captains head.

Captain Li

What the?

He notices the ceiling of the cell is made of mud, which should be cement.  As he scratches a portion off, there is some sort of writing , he clears off the entire ceiling.  Shock sets in

Captain Li

Jesus Christ!

Fast piano music begins to play as the camera slowly shows the secret.

Found on the ceiling is a blueprint of the entire camp written in blood and stone.  The prints have the camp down to the finest detail, even each guard’s shifts and their favorite breakfast.  It would have taken a man 100 years to devise and execute an escape as complicated as this.  After he scratches away the ceiling he notices a mound of leaves and dirt on the floor in the corner.  When he brushes it away he finds a hole.  

CAPTAIN LI’S POV: LOOKING DOWN THE HOLE

The hole looks to be 20 ft deep and was clearly used for the POW’s to escape. The Captain is enraged turning to the Commander.

Captain Li

Find him and bring him to me.  Kill the rest!

FLASH BACK TO:

Night before escape.

INT: WILLIAM’S CELL--NIGHT

William is lying on the ground pretending to sleep as the final guard of the night checks on him before he goes to his chair to take a nap.  As the guard moves out of sight William’s eyes open and he scrambles for the corner of his cell where he brushes away leaves covered by dirt, which reveals the escape route.

INT: INSIDE HOLE

William crawls through the long tightly squeezed hole.

WOODS POV:

INT/EXT: HOLE/WOODS ( Nighttime, but there is dim light coming from the prison lights).

The soil begins to move until William finally emerges.  When he removes himself from the hole it is clear to see all the tools he used to escape with on the ground near him.  William would frequently escape when he needed more tools, but would return for the morning.  

As William hides behind a tree he peeks out to see only about 15 guard’s surrounding the prison.  During the day there would be many soldiers but at this time (which William knew) there were the fewest number of guard’s.  Before making his rescue William picks up a handful of mud and plasters it on his face.  He begins to slowly walk towards the guard watching them have conversation unaware of William’s presence.  But William has a problem; there are two guard’s guarding the door making it impossible for him to get in.  With quick thinking William bends down and grabs a rock.  He throws it far away into the woods as a distraction.

Guard #1

(Conversation in Vietnamese) Did you hear something?

Guard #2

It came from over there 

Guard points to the woods about 5 yards from where William stands.  As they approach him William keeps his calm.  The camera shows a close up of the guard looking at the ground.  Suddenly they hear a stick break about 5 feet away, they draw their guns incase of a problem. (The music builds up for a confrontation behind that tree)  Finally the two guard’s jump out trying to capture the noise (thinking it’s a person).  The two guards look at the ground then look at each other and begin to laugh.  In the same spot William was standing there was a cute little mouse eating food.  The guard’s are talking to each other laughing, when finally one of them decides to empty a clip on it (scene shows their brutality).  The other guard’s are frightened by the sound of the gun and look into the woods.  The two Vietnamese guard’s yell out.

Gaurds

Don’t worry we got him everything is under control (while laughing).

The other soldiers realizing he probably just killed an animal and also begin to laugh.

GUARD’S POV: (looking at mouse)

Guard #1

I wonder if I get a medal of honor for that.

Meanwhile William sneaks up behind the last guard who is watching the door that goes into the prison.  He quietly suffocates him and drags him out of sight.

INT: DEE’S CELL

He sees the door slowly begin to open and becomes confused.  He has been here long enough to realize there’s no guard changes this late.  Suddenly a Vietnamese soldier appears with his hat drawn over his eyes.  Dee watches the soldier walk past him and out of sight to the guard that is in his chair.  As the soldier walks towards the guard they begin to have a conversation about the prisoners (In Vietnamese).  Suddenly the conversation ends.  A few moments of silence go by and Dee becomes interested.

Dee

Hello?….Hello?

Suddenly William (with a uniform on) scurries to unlock his cell afraid that the struggle may have been too loud.

Dee

( In A nervous voice) Jesus Christ,!Jesus Christ Will how the hell did ja get out there man?

William finds the right key and opens Dee’s cell.

William 

Let’s go we got 5 hours to get as far away from this place as we can.

Dee and William go around and open the cells with a confused half asleep reaction from each POW.  The POW’s are lined up waiting for William to find the right key to open his own cell.  Finally it is opened, William runs to the hole and orders Dee to get in.

Dee

(Dee looks at the dark hole he is astonished)  Goddamn man I didn’t know they let you have a shovel in here. (In a joking manner, as he usually talks)

One by one they get into the hole, most not smiling realizing they are far from being freed. 

EXT: OUTSIDE

The guard’s outside laughing, as the camera gets closer we hear the two guards’s as they’re surrounded by the rest of the men (eager to hear their story) bragging about their encounter with the mouse.

FADE TO: 

The Next day

Captain Li 

Have you gotten anything out of that navy prisoner yet?

Commander Nguyen

No sir, he still refuses.

Captain Li

What about the torture?

Commander Nguyen 

The man feels no pain sir.  Yesterday I nailed his feet to the floor and he didn’t flinch, he just sits there and stared at this stupid tattoo on his arm.

Captain Li

Tattoo?

Commander Nguyen

Yeah I think it’s a date it says 10/22/83

Captain Li

10/22?  That’s today

The two men stop and look at one another

Suddenly a soldier who is out of breath approaches them.

Soldier

Sir, Sir Come quick there’s a problem.

CUT BACK TO:

Scene where he finds the blue prints.

Captain Li

Find him and bring him to me, kill the rest.

EXT: OUTSIDE IN WOODS

William and the POW’s are running. They have about a 5-hour head start but the POW’s are weak and slow.  When they stop for a rest William begins to dig.  Everyone is staring at him until he finds something.

Dee

Is that a talky?

Lt. Bodicker

Son a Bitch buried it for 20 years!

Meanwhile, the Vietnamese soldiers are in search. 

Camera shows soldiers running through the woods, then focuses one  specific soldier. As he runs a branch on the ground brakes causing a razor sharp branch to swing from the tree and cut off his legs.  Camera goes to Commander Nguyen hearing the man’s scream.  2 seconds later Commander Nguyen hears another scream.  He turns to see a branch sticking through the stomach of a soldier.  As they proceed he hears more and more screams of death.  Commander Nguyen realizes William must have spent months and years trapping this whole place.  William’s body must have become immune to the torture and drugs.

FLASH BACK TO:

William and troops.

Dee

Jesus ya still think that thing works.

William 

We’ll have to find out.

INT: NAVY BASE

A young navy officer is sitting with headphones on listening to static; suddenly he hears a faint noise.  He raises the volume until he hears a voice.  These noises are usually false alarms and aren’t taken very seriously, but this was different.  The man is puzzled and is unclear of what the call is.

Young Officer

Hey Dave, Dave I think I got something here.

The other officer comes over to listen.

Young Officer

What do you think?

The other officer shakes his head while he still listens.

Other officer (Dave)

Get Commander Roth on the phone he’ll know what to do

INT: COMMANDER ROTH’S HOUSE

The phone rings and Commander Roth answers.

Commander Roth

Hello?….  Excuse me? ….. I’ll be right there.

INT: Navy Base

When Commander Roth enters the room he is given a set of headphones and a walkie-talkie. When he puts the headphones on he hears:

At first the call is hard to understand because of the static, so the Commander tries to listen harder.  Then he hears it!

William

Raven to Cowboy over….Raven calling cowboy over.

Commander has a look of disbelief 

Commander

No, It can’t be

William 

We have a successful glory run….I repeat we have a successful glory run. 

Commander Roth drops the talkie as if he’s gonna have a heat attack, but the other officers catch him.

Commander Roth

( In a quiet voice) Get me the president.

CUT TO: 

Chopper in flight heading towards Vietnam.

Helicopter Pilot

South China Sea, Roger that

EXT: Woods

William

We have to keep moving, by now they’ll be searching for us.

CUT TO:

Commander Nguyen

3 hours later slowly walking through the woods alone.  The 30 men he brought along for the search are now dead.  He stops and looks down at where he’s about to step and sees a trip wire.  He steps a few yards back and hits the trip wire with a rock.  A hole opens up in the ground with sharp spears pointing upward looking for a body to kill.  The scene goes back and forth with POW’s running and Commander Nguyen finding clues and following them.  

EXT: SHORELINE--MORNING

William is about 50 yards away from the POW’s asleep under layers of leaves.  The braking of branches from footsteps spooks William.  As he opens his eye’s he sees Commander Nguyen walking past him.  He doesn’t see William but pauses as if he hears someone breathing.

Suddenly the sound of a chopper is heard in the distance.  As it gets closer Commander Nguyen backs up and crouches down, about 10 yards from William.  Now the chopper is very close, suddenly the POW’s walk out from the woods 50 yards away startling the Commander. The chopper is now in sight and the POW’s are jumping up and down with enjoyment.  The Commander smiles as he sets his gun for firing.

COMMANDER GNUYEN”S POV, THROUGH SCOPE

Aiming at the excited Dee

As he’s about to fire his gun it is knocked away, William brings him to the ground and wraps his legs around Commander Nguyen’s waist.  He begins to twist the Commander’s neck slowly until finally there is a loud crack and the struggle ends.

CHOPPER POV:

The POW’s get into the chopper one by one.  As William gets on he is met by Commander Roth.

Commander Roth

Just when you think you got him, he’s got you.

The two embrace and smile.

INT: CHOPPER

As they’re flying home William looks at his friends with a smile. He watches them hug but sound of the excited solders fades away (In slow-Mo) into the next scene

FADE TO:

Military Ceremony.

EXT: MILITARY CEREMONY--DAY

The POW’s are in new military suits and clean-shaven with family and friends watching. (Except for William he is still unshaven and has no family or friends there)

The President is speaking to them honoring them with medals.

President

Gentlemen, today is the proudest day of my life.  For we are welcoming fellow Americans back to the land of the free after a long absence.  Today… you will be receiving an award unlike any other.  It is the Medal of Honor, rewarding you in your acts of bravery, and dedication to your country.  So please come up and receive your award.  

William receives his last followed by a handshake from the president.  As William sits down D-Lew who is sitting on the other end of the row gets up and hands William his medal.

Dee

Take this.  We all owe you our lives and for that we thank you.  If you ever need any thing we’ll be there to help.

One by one the POW’s give their medal to William thanking him.  All William can do is sit in silence. 

After the ceremony ends William is eager to get back to his wife.  He and Dee walk into the military information area to find where his family is.

INT: INFORMATION AREA

William

Excuse me I was wondering if you could help me.

Information desk guy

William Gray right?

William 

Yes sir.

Info desk

Wow, it’s an honor to meet you sir, you’re like a hero around here.  So you were gone what like 15 years?

Dee 

Actually it was 20 years man but ur right he is a hero.  

William

Listen I need you to find a Kimberly Gray for me.  I need to know where she is.

Info desk 

No problem, hold on a sec.  Let’s see Gray? Gray?  

The man scrolls down on the computer with the list of Gray’s living in the US, finally at the very bottom of the screen her name shows up.  Next to her name it says; deceased 1998. 

Info desk

Ahhh right here Kimberley gray……..Oh no.

William

What, what is it?

Info desk

Mr. Gray you wife is…..

William

She’s what?

Info desk

She’s ….dead sir.

William stares at the man in disbelief then walks out.

Dee

Will…..Will.

Dee and the Info desk guy go after William, as the info desk guy gets up he accidentally hits the keyboard causing the screen to scroll down.  The camera shows the monitor where it focuses on another Kimberly Gray under the one he looked at before.  This one says 49 years old living in Northboro, Mass.  The info guy simply didn’t scroll down enough.

EXT: OUTSIDE

William is sitting on a cement wall as Dee approaches him with the info desk guy in the background. William is staring at the ground and rocking back and forth.  Dee sits next to him and puts his arm around him.

Dee

You all right bud?

William doesn’t say a word and continues to rock.

Dee

Listen when you get back there are gonna be a lot of people who missed you.  And a lot of people who are gonna help you through this.

There is a little moment of silence until William speaks.

William

She’s the only thing that kept me alive Dee.  And now she’s gone.

Dee hugs him as he starts to cry.  They hug for a little while.

Dee

C’mon bud we gotta get you home ur plane’s leaving in a little bit.

Dee stands up and starts to walk away, but William doesn’t.  Dee realizes after a few steps that William isn’t with him.

Dee

Will?

William

I’m not going home.

Dee

Say what?

William

I’m staying here.  There is nothing for me back home; she’s the only one who knew I was still alive.

Dee

What about your son?

William

I mean nothing to him he’s 20 now.  His whole life he has lived without me there’s no point in barging back in his life.

Dee

That’s not true and you know it.  Your afraid aren’t you.  You’re scared to go back.

William doesn’t say a word just rocks back and forth.

Dee

Ok Will you’re not ready to go back yet I understand, but your sure as hell not staying here.  You’re coming to live with me.

After a few seconds William looks up at Dee and nods his head as if to say ok.

Dee

Let’s get the hell away from this place.

William gets up and Dee puts his arm around him.

Dee

(As they walk away)  You’ve never been to Ohio huh?  What’s the first thing you want to do when we get there?

William

Take a shower

Dee laughs

FADE TO:

INT: TRUCK--NIGHT

Dee is driving his truck with William asleep in the passenger seat.  He looks at William and smiles then looks out the window to see his little ranch house next to the farm. It is lit up by the barn lights

Dee 

Wake up bud we’re home.

William wakes up to see the huge farm.  

William

You live on a farm?

Dee

Noooo I live next to a farm.  The farm belongs to my uncle.

As they pull in the driveway two people are waiting for him.  It’s his Aunt and uncle.  Dee jumps out of the car to hug his family, William stays where he is.  (His Aunt is holding a pie)  

WILLIAM”S POV:

William watches the reunion as they hug and talk for a while.

EXT: DRIVEWAY

Dee

And you made an apple pie.  Wait hold on.  Will, Will come here and meet my family.

DEE’S POV:

William gets out of the truck smiling.

Dee

Uncle Louie, Auntie May this is one of the bravest men you will ever meet.  William Gray.

William and the relatives greet each other.

Aunt May

Well C’mon lets go inside and eat this pie.

INT: KITCHEN 

Everyone is talking at the table with only crumbs left from the apple pie, and Dee’s finishing a story.

Dee

So I said Will how’d it go today and he says, they made fun of my hair.

The family starts to laugh and draws a smile out of William.

Auntie May

Would anybody like some more pie?

Dee

No Auntie May I think we’re gonna head home and get some shuteye.

May and Louie

Oh ok.

May

Well come over tomorrow and I’ll make some breakfast.

William and Dee walk to Dee’s house, which is next door.  

INSIDE POV:

He opens up the door and walks inside.

INT: DEE”S HOUSE

Dee

Oh my god, look at this place.  It’s like I was hear just yesterday.  Auntie kept it clean as a whistle.

Dee walks around the house in amazement, touching the furniture and the walls.

William

Feels great to be back huh.

Dee

Only in my dreams did I think I was ever gonna see this place again.  

William looks at Dee with watery eyes.

Dee 

C’mon I’ll show you your room.

Dee walks up the stairs pointing out all the rooms.

Dee

And there’s the shower right there, which may be a good idea for you right now.

The two laugh.

William

Where are the towels?

Dee

Oh there right in that closet there.

William

Thanks

Dee

And maybe a shave?

William grooms his facial hair with a smile

Dee watches William as he gets a towel and walks down the hall towards the shower.  As he walks William takes off his shirt.  When he does Dee sees all the whip marks and burn marks.  All he can do is shake his head.

INT: SHOWER

William is in the shower looking down at his tattoos.  His head is right beneath the showerhead.  He then breaks down crying.  He falls to him knees and puts his hands over his eyes.

CUT TO:

Next morning

Dee walks out to the deck half asleep.  William is in a chair looking out into the cornfield.

EXT: DECK--MORNING 

Dee 

Why are you up so early?

William

Couldn’t sleep.

Dee 

You all right?

William 

Yeah I couldn’t sleep because of the smell of blueberry pancakes.

Dee

OHHHH Auntie May, hold on I gotta get ready.

William smiles as he watches Dee run to get dressed.

INT: INSIDE AUNTIE MAY’S HOUSE

There is a knock.

Aunt may

I think our favorite nephew is at the door.

She opens the door and they hug.

Auntie May

Boy did I miss that smile.

Dee

Not as much as I missed your cooking.

They go to the table where they are eventually served pancakes.  As they’re at the table a conversation starts.

Louie

I want you to do me a favor Dee.

Dee

What do ya want uncle Louie?

Louie

It’s about the farm.

Dee

Yeah I meant to ask you, do you think Will and I could maybe help out and make some money.  I know it’s February but we can find some stuff to do.

Louie

The farm is yours now son.

Dee 

What? Why?

Louie

I’m getting too old, my body’s not moving like it used to.  I’ll teach you the basics and you can figure it out from there.

Dee

Wow this is great.  I hope you don’t mind but Williams gonna be my partner.

William

I don’t think that’s a good idea.

May

Well sure it is, you saved our little boys life it’s the least he can do.

Louie

She’s got a point there William.

William

A farmer huh?

Dee

That’s right ur a cowboy now bud.

CUT TO: FARM

TITLE OVER FARM: JULY 6th 

EXT: FIELD--DAY

William’s pants are dirty and he still has his long beard.

Dee

You ready for a bite to eat?

William

Actually I was gonna plant a row of Jetstars then maybe….

Dee cuts him off.

Dee

You’ve been here for 6 months and haven’t gone outside the farm.  C’mon I got a good place we can eat.

William

I guess I could use a break.

They get into Dee’s truck and are on the road.

INT: TRUCK

Dee 

It’s only about 10 miles down the road it’s called Diane’s diner.

They drive for a while then finally arrive. The truck pulls into the parking lot and it looks just like the diner back home.  William looks around in amazement shocked at the similarities.  As they sit down the waitress brings them a menu.

INT: DINER

Waitress

What can I get for you fellas?

William

Can I get raisin bread with tea 2 bags milk and sugar.

Dee

Make that 2.

Waitress

Coming right up.

The waitress leaves and Dee starts talking to William:

Dee 

So what do ya think? Nice little place right?

Dee continues to talk but his voice gets quiet as William begins to daydream.  His daydream brings him back to “The Diner” when he first met his wife.

FADE TO: NORTHBORO DINER

A 21-year old William and 21-year old Kim sit at the counter alone frequently catching one another’s eye.  Finally Kim breaks the silence.

Kim

Your name is William right?

William

Yes

Kim

I see you around here all the time my names Kim.

William

Nice to meet you Kim.

Kim

Listen if you’re not doing anything later I was wondering if you wanted to see a movie or something.

William

I would love to.

Kim 

Here let me give you my number.

As Kim writes her number on his hand William looks at her.  As she writes she looks up at him and smiles.

CUT BACK TO: DIANE’S DINER

Dee 

You ready to go man?

William

Ah yeah

CUT TO: BACK HOME WITH KIM

She is getting ready to go out on a date.

William Jr. waits downstairs while his mother gets ready upstairs.  Kim is putting make up on while her friend Jill helps her

INT: BATHROOM

Kim

So how long have you known this guy?

Jill

I told you I’ve been working with him for the last 3 years don’t worry about it.

Kim

I guess.

Jill grabs Kim and turns her around to look at her

Jill

Don’t start Kim don’t start.  

Kim

What?

Jill

You know what, anytime a guy looks at you or talks to you, you give him the cold shoulder.  Not this time, it’s your first date in a very long time give it a chance.  What’s the worst that can happen he treats you nice and buys you dinner.

Kim looks at her then smiles.

Kim

I guess you’re right. Tonight I’m going to enjoy myself…..  So, how do I Look?

Jill

I have got to say this is the best I’ve seen you in a while.

Suddenly there is a doorbell ring.

Jill 

Ok he’s here are you ready?

Kim nods her head and they leave to get the door.

INT: DOWNSTAIRS

William Jr

I’ll get it!

William opens the door to find a handsome man holding flowers.

JR’S POV:

Mitch

Hi is Kim here.

MITCH”S POV:

As he stands in the doorway Kim walks down the steps and looks stunning in her new outfit.

Mitch 

Oh my.

Jill

Hello Mitch.

Mitch 

Hi Jill.

Jill

You’re looking handsome tonight.

Mitch 

What this old thing.

They both laugh, as Kim walks up to the both of them.

Kim

You must be Mitch it’s a pleasure to meet you.

Mitch 

The pleasure is all mine.

Jill

Well you two better be going your reservations are at 8.

They say their goodbyes and leave.

INT: RESTAURANT--NIGHT 

Kim and Mitch are at a table and the two are laughing at Mitch’s story.

Mitch

Then he says orange ya glad I didn’t say banana.

They laugh again and are having a great time.  Mitch stares at Kim as her laugh dies down.

Kim 

What?  Why are you looking at me like that?

Mitch

Jill told me you were beautiful but god look at you, not 1 flaw.

Kim

Oh stop it

Mitch 

No I’m serious.  Jill told me this was your first date in a long time, how is that?

Kim 

You wouldn’t understand.

Mitch

Try me.

Kim

Well I’m kinda, sorta married.

Mitch gives a puzzled look at Kim.

Kim

My husband left for a navy mission in 1983, he was supposed to be back within the year but…..

She stops talking and begins to eat with a sad look on her face.

Mitch 

I know how hard it can be.  My wife died 8 years ago of lung cancer. 

Kim

Do you ever feel guilty?

Mitch

I shut my self off from the world for 5 years after she died.  But then I asked myself is this what she would have wanted.  No one will ever replace her but there’s no better feeling then being loved.

Kim looks at him and smiles.

INT: MITCH’S CAR

Mitch and Kim driving up her road and into her driveway.

Mitch

I had a nice time tonight, one of the best nights I’ve had in a long time.

Kim smiles.

Mitch

Listen, Jill has my number I’d love it if you gave me a call sometime, but if not I understand.

Kim 

Ok, thank you for a great evening.

Mitch 

Goodnight. 

EXT /INT: OUTSIDE/INSIDE HOUSE

Kim is met by Jill eagerly waiting for her.

Jill

Ok well?

Kim

Well what?

Jill

How did it go?  He’s a good guy right?  I told you he was a good guy.

Kim

(As Kim giggles) He was perfect

Jill laughs and gets all excited as they run over to sit on the couch.

Jill

I knew it, you guys are perfect for each other, tell me everything.

Kim 

Well not only is he cute but he’s funny. 

INT: WILLIAM’S BEDROOM

William Jr. lying in bed looking at the ceiling listening to his excited mother through the door.  Jr’s face is sad.  A tear drips down his cheek as he turns onto his side.  The camera then goes to the ceiling where there is a picture of his father, mother and him on the day he was born.

CUT TO:

Next Morning

INT: DEE’S HOUSE

An alarm clock is going off when finally Dee’s hand appears and shuts it off.  As Dee walks into William’s room to wake him up he sees William sitting on the bed with a suitcase full of clothes.

Dee

What going on Will?

William

I need to go Dee.

Dee

You sure?

There is a long pause as the two friends stare at each other.

Dee

Ok Will.

EXT: DIRT ROAD

The two are talking.

Dee 

Why now?

William doesn’t say anything.

Dee

You told me you had no reason to go back, besides if you don’t shave that beard nobody will know it’s you.

William 

I don’t want anybody to recognize me.

Dee

Then why go, it’s just gonna bring back old memories and the last thing you need is more pain.

William 

I need to see her grave,! I need to tell her how sorry I am,! I just…..

William stops his sentence and leans on the truck.  He stares out into the field then says quietly.

William

I just want to be home….ya know.

Again there is a long pause as Will stares into the field.  Then Dee gives him the keys to his truck.

Dee

Here…….take these.

William

Your truck?

Dee 

You can’t walk to Massachusetts can you?

William and Dee hug then William gets into his new truck.

INT: TRUCK

Dee

Listen if you need anything here’s where to reach me.

Dee hands him a piece of paper with his number on it. William nods his head then begins to back up when Dee says:

Dee

Hey and Will……thanks for everything, you could’ve just walked away.

William

You would have done the same for me.

Dee

Later bud.

CUT TO: 

William driving in the dark listening to country music, he yawns showing that it is time to pull over.  He sees an exit for McDonalds and takes it.  As he pulls in he finds a spot then turns the truck off.  He puts a shirt down and uses it as a pillow.  A few minutes go by when suddenly a flashlight begins to shine through his window then a loud knock.  William is startled and gets up to see a policeman outside his car.  William rolls down the window.

Cop 

What the hell do you think you’re doing?

William is still trying to awaken and get his thoughts clear.

William

Um…I was feeling tired so I pulled over….

The cop cuts him off.

Cop

Sir I’m going to have to ask you to step out of the vehicle.

William

Did I do something wrong.

Cop

Listen tough guy if I wanted you to talk I would’ve asked you to.

EXT: OUTSIDE THE CAR

The cop pulls him out of his car and puts William’s hands on top of the roof. 

Cop

Don’t move!

The cop goes back to his cruiser for a long while then returns to ask William a question with an attitude voice.

Cop

Is this here yours?

William looks at him in a confused manner.

Cop

The truck! Is the goddamn truck yours or not?

William

My friend gave it to me.

Cop

Your friend?  What does your friend work for the Price is Right, he can just give away cars?

William

He gave it to me so I could….

The cop interrupts him.

Cop

Sir I’m going to have to ask you to put your hands behind your back.  You’re under arrest.

William is cuffed and put into the cop car.

INT: POLICE STATION

William is being brought in.

Cop at desk

Well what have we got here.

Cop

Another bad apple off the street is what we got, damn fool feels like going around and stealing cars.  Where is Adam I need him to get a fingerprint of this guy.

Cop at desk

He is…let me see, oh he’s downstairs taking some photos.

William is brought downstairs where they find the man they are looking for.

INT: BASEMENT

Cop

Officer Maloney I have another scumbag for you.

Officer Maloney

Ok, what do you need?

Cop

Get some prints and have them analyzed, I wanna know who this guy is.

Officer Maloney

No problem.

The cop hands him over then leaves to go back upstairs.  Officer Maloney escorts him to the “ink room”

INT: INK ROOM

Officer Maloney

Ok if you could just put your thumb in the ink here then roll it on the paper.

William does as he says but still doesn’t say a word.

Officer Maloney

Ok that’s great, now I’m going to find you a cell until I can get an ID on your prints.  

William is put into a cell and the door slams.

Officer Maloney goes into the analyzing room where he scans William’s prints onto a computer and waits for the results.  After about 3 min the screen says “No matches Found”. Officer Maloney has a confused look on is face.

Officer Maloney

Now that can’t be right?

He does the test again and again there are no matches found.

INT: UPSTAIRS

The two policemen are talking.

Cop

Yeah and the Yankees lost again last night.

Cop at desk

I’m telling you this is the year for the Red Sox.

Cop

Bullshit you’ve been saying that for the last 10 years, when are you going to realize the curse is for real.

As they talk officer Maloney enters with a piece of paper with the results.  He is hesitant but interrupts the conversation.

Officer Maloney

Sir?

He continues to have his conversation until Maloney says it louder.

Officer Maloney

Sir?

Cop

Oh, hey Adam what have you got for me?

Officer Maloney

Well actually that’s the thing, I don’t have anything for you.

Cop

What the hell are you talking about?

Officer Maloney hands him the paper and the cop begins to read it.

Cop 

This is a mistake it has to be?

Officer Maloney

It’s not I checked it five times.

Cop 

Are you telling me that this guy has no identity?

Officer Maloney

He knows who he is, it’s the Gov that doesn’t

The cop storms out of the room and goes to where they are holding William.

INT: CELL

Cop

You have a name cowboy?

William doesn’t say a word.

Cop

Listen you sack of shit, I don’t like you much and if you don’t want to spend the next year in that cell you better tell me your name.

William doesn’t even blink.

Cop

And by the look of you I doubt you can last the night here.  I’ll be back in the morning for your name.

The lights shut off and William is lying in bed looking up at the ceiling.

CUT TO:

Next morning

The bad cop walks in the door and greets his friends.

Cop

How’s my friend doing downstairs?

Cop at desk

The longhaired fellow?  Don’t know haven’t been down there yet.

The cop walks downstairs as he drinks his coffee and hums a song.  

INT: CELL AREA

When he arrives on the floor he sees 10 cops around Williams cell.

Cop 

What the hell is going on here?

Officer Maloney

Sir I don’t know how to tell you this but that guy you brought in last night well……he’s gone.

Cop 

What do you mean he’s gone he doesn’t just disappear?

Officer Maloney moves out of the way so that the cop can see for himself.  As he gets to his cell he finds nothing but emptiness.  He opens the cell and begins to look around.  As he searches his bed he finds a piece of paper under the pillow. The paper reads “Sorry I couldn’t stay the night….   William”

The cop slowly looks at Maloney.

Cop

(Whispers to himself)Who is this guy?

CUT TO:

William driving

INT: TRUCK

William driving looking at a sign that says entering Northboro.  As he passes the border he finds a hotel and pulls in.  He is nervous to be back home but gets a room.

EXT/INT: HOTEL FRONT DESK

Employee

What can I do for you today sir?

I need a room please.

Employee

Ok how’s 24B sound?

William nods his head.

EXT/INT: OUTSIDE/ ROOM

When he gets into the room William takes a shower and gets ready for bed, within minutes William is fast asleep. 

FADE TO:

Dream

INT: POW CAMP

As he sleeps he has a dream about being back in Vietnam. Vietnamese soldiers are yelling at him and whipping him.  As blood runs down his back the soldiers laugh and spit on him.  

INT: HOTEL

William wakes up suddenly in a cold sweat then realizes it was only his dream so he shuts the TV off and goes back to bed.

CUT TO:

Next Day

EXT: NORTHBORO

William is walking down the street to go to the local diner. As he walks he sees the street he used to live on. He looks down it for a while then walks right by.  Finally he arrives at “The Diner” and takes a seat at the counter.

INT: DINER

Waitress

What can I get for you today sir?

The waitress is Darlene (much older looking but he still recognizes her) and at first William is afraid that she will notice him but soon realizes she has no idea.

Waitress

Sir?

William 

Ahhh give me Tea 2 bags milk and sugar.

The waitress pauses for a moment then walks away.

While William waits for his tea he starts to look around at the pictures on the wall.  

WILLIAM’S POV:

Most of the pictures seem to be the same as before he left except one.  In the corner there was a young picture of a young man in a navy uniform.  The man seemed familiar to William but he didn’t know who it was.  When the waitress comes to bring William his tea he asks her.

Waitress

Here’s your tea sir, will that be all?

William 

Excuse me, who is that? (Pointing to the picture)

Waitress 

That there was the bravest man this country has ever seen.  He used to always drink tea in here with his wife before he left.

William 

Where did he go?

Waitress

 Nobody knows, people say he went to Vietnam for some navy mission and never came back. When his wife demanded the military to tell her where he was they said they didn’t know of any William Gray or any mission for that matter.

When she says his name it nearly knocks the wind out of him.  As he looks at the picture again he can’t believe the change of appearance.  The time he has been gone has really affected his memory.

William continues to stare at the picture wondering what his life would have been like if he had listened to his wife and stayed.  After about 20 minutes William finishes his tea and is ready to leave.  As she walks by, William gets up. 

William 

I’m all set here Darlene can I get the check?

Darlene

What did you say?

William

I’ve got some stuff to do I was wondering if I……

Darlene cuts him off:

Darlene

No before that, you called me Darlene.

William 

No I didn’t….I called you….Darling.

Darlene 

Do I know you?  You look familiar.

William

Ahh no this is my first time around these parts.

Darlene

Right? 

William

Well it was nice to meet you.

Darlene 

Yeah you too. (In a suspicious voice)

As William walks out the door she looks at him and thinks maybe…..but then shakes her head thinking it’s not possible.

EXT: PARK

William is sitting on a bench looking at the surroundings, he has been gone for so long but nothing has changed.  He feeds the birds as he watches a father and son play catch together. 

WILLIAM’S POV

The father and son laugh and have a great time.

Man

Sir?….Sir?

William awakes from his trance.

Man

I was just wondering if you could take a picture of my friends and me?

William nods his head and the man hands him the camera.  William takes the picture.

Man

Thank you.

CUT TO:

Next Day

INT: DINER—MORNING

Darlene

Well look who's back. A little early don’t you think?

William smiles but doesn't say a word.

Darlene

Tea? 2 bags milk and sugar?

William nods his head yes.  As he sits at the counter he notices a plate of food ready to be eaten next to him.  He turns to the old stranger beside him.

William

Is this yours?

Stranger

No, they do that for regulars.  People who show up at the same time everyday and get the same meal.  But the key is that the girls have to like you.  Here he is now, right on time.

William watches as the man comes through the door and is welcomed by everyone.  He kisses Darlene on the cheek.  Then spots William.

Jr.

Haven't seen you here much.

William doesn't respond.

Jr.

Not much for words are you?  That's all right a lot of people don't like to listen to me talk.

William 

I'm having a bad day.

Jr.

Why what happened?

William looks at him as if to say it's none of his business.

Jr.

O C'mon we're all friends around here, you live in Northboro?

William

Just moved here.

Jr.

U have a family?

William 

Used to .

Jr.

I'm sorry to hear that, if it makes you feel any better I could introduce you around.  I hear there are a lot of single 50 year old chicks available down near the bingo club.

William smiles and shakes his head.  He finds the man funny but holds back.

William looks again at the man’s meal

William

Tea 2 bags milk and sugar Interesting combination.

Jr.

Everyone says that? Apparently I’m the only one who gets it.

William

Perfectly normal to me.

Jr. starts to tell the waitresses.

Jr

Thank you! See I’m not the only person that thinks this is a normal drink.

As Jr. is yelling at the waitresses he turns back to talk to William but he’s gone.

Jr.

What the? Nice to meet you too.

CUT TO:

Park

EXT: PARK—LATE DAY/DUSK

Jr. is playing football with his friends at the park.  The sun is going down and darkness is setting in. William is in a huddle with his team and he’s explaining a play.

Jr.

OK Listen! Next touchdown wins so we have to score. Lorenzo you’re going to go deep, Marc you’re going to block cause you’re not very fast, and Nate you just run somewhere.

Marc

So what are you going to do?

Jr

What do you think, I’m going to run the ball and win the game for us.

Marc

Oh

The team breaks the huddle and gets to the line.  Jr. hikes the ball and runs the play.  He avoids many tackles then dives into the enzone.  His team celebrates as they mock the other team.

Marc

Hey maybe next time guys!

Nate

(In a sarcastic voice) Yeah guys don’t give up.  Keep practicing.

The friends laugh as they jump on Jr. and try to steal the ball.  

INT: JR’S CAR

Jr. driving home, as he drives he sees William walking down the street, and wonders why he is always seeing this new man.

CUT TO:

Jr. Walking into his house.

EXT/INT: OUTSIDE/HOUSE

Kim

Hi champ.

Jr.

Hey.

Kim

You hungry?

Jr.

Nah

As William talks he tosses his keys on the table and answers in short answers as if something else is on his mind.

Kim

You Ok?

Jr.

Yeah, Yeah I’m fine

Kim

You sure?

Jr.

Yeah it’s nothing.

Kim

Ok if you say so, now lets dig in.

They eat and tell funny stories until the meal is over.

Jr.

Oh man I’ve never eaten so much food in my life.

Kim

I think I just gained like 20 pounds.

Jr.

Do you want to come play football with me tomorrow?  U’d make a wicked good fullback.

They both laugh as Kim hits her son in a joking way.

Kim

Just for that pal I’m gonna make you clean the table.  Meanwhile I’m gonna take a shower and go to bed.

Jr 

Yeah, yeah, yeah.

Kim 

Thanks champ.

She kisses him on the cheek then proceeds upstairs.  Jr. picks up the table and starts to wash the dishes.  As he washes the dishes he is humming a song.  

INT: TV ROOM

When he is finished he goes to watch some TV.  He grabs the remote and plops on the couch. As he watches TV he notices some tapes that are below the TV.  When he looks closely the tapes say “William and Kim honeymoon”.  Jr. gets up and puts the tape in. He sees a pregnant Kim lying on the bed looking outside in a hotel, and his father operating the camera.

WILLIAM’S POV

ON TV:

William

Well Mrs. Gray how does it feel to be married?

Kim

It’s Ok( jokingly)

The two both laugh

Kim

I’m just kidding it’s wonderful.  Now put that camera away ever since we got it you haven’t put it down.

The camera continues to record as William lays it down and runs to his wife.  The tape records the two kissing and telling each other “I love you.”

PULL BACK TO REVEAL: 

The glare of the bright TV in the dark shining off Jr’s face.  He is smiling from ear to ear as he watches.

CUT TO:

The next day 

INT: DINER--MORNING

William is all ready sitting down when Jr. walks in the door.

Jr.

Darlene, can I get the regular please?

He gives her a kiss on the cheek like he always does.

Darlene

Coming right up.

Jr. sees William and goes to sit down next to him.

Jr.

Hey man!

William nods his head to acknowledge him.

Jr.

I saw you walking down near the park yesterday.

William doesn’t respond.

I was coming back from a huge football victory over some Westboro kids.

Darlene brings his coffee and bread over.

Darlene

Here you go darling.

Jr.

Just how I like it.

Jr

So how do you like it here so far?

William

It’s Ok.

Jr.

Ok!?  I was born and raised here. This is the greatest place on earth.

William chuckles.

William

Not anymore.

Jr.

What do you mean?

William

Nothing.

Jr.

You’re a pretty quiet guy huh?

William looks at Jr. then drinks his tea.

Jr.

Listen if you’re not doing anything tomorrow I’d like to show you around, if not, that’s cool.  I’ll be here same time tomorrow, ( Talking as he gets up) but right now I got another football game to attend.

Jr. puts his napkin on his plate and stands up.

Jr.

Ok Girls, I’ll see you tomorrow I’ve got some butt to kick.

As he tries to walk away he is yelled at.

Darlene

William Get your butt over here and give me a kiss before you leave!

Jr.

Ok,Ok.

After he hugs her William asks him.

William

Your name is William?

Darlene and Jr. look at the man in silence. 

Jr.

That’s right, William Gray Jr……..After my father.

As Jr. walks away.  William stares down at his coffee in shock breathing heavily, then watches as the son he hasn’t seen in 20 years walks out the door and into his car.

INT: JR’S CAR

Jr. gets in his car.  As he gets in he puts his seatbelt on and adjusts the rear view mirror.  As he adjusts the rear view he stares at him self.  He touches his face then looks back into the diner.  The man in the diner looks very familiar.  He thinks nothing of it and drives away.

CUT TO:

Football game vs. Westboro kids.

EXT: PARK--DAY

William hikes the ball and throws it to Nate where a Westboro kid slams him to the ground.  William Jr. is Furious and goes after the kid.

Jr.

What the hell are you doing man.

William punches the kid then is held back by his friends, as is the other kid.

Jr.

C’mon do that to me C’mon!

Westboro kid (that was pnched)

You’re gonna pay for that one!

Jr.

Let’s Go!

The Westboro kids laugh and start walking home.

Jr.

Yeah that’s what I though keep walking.

Marc

Will, chill man, chill.  Let it go.

William is calmed and they walk back to their cars.  Nobody is saying anything until the silence is broken.

Lorenzo (“Lo”)

So if they left first that means that we win right.

There is a pause then the group of friend’s starts to laugh at Lo.

Lorenzo

What?  What’s so funny?

CUT TO:

The next day 

INT: DINER--DAY

Jr. Is drinking his Tea and eating his bread.  He isn’t saying anything and when he looks to his left he finds an empty seat where William used to be.  This continues for a few days, and each day Jr. walks in to find an empty seat.

FADE TO:

William Jr. in diner at night being very quiet.

Darlene

You miss that old guy don’t you?

Jr.

What are you talking about?

Darlene

That old guy that’s always in here.

Jr.

He never liked to talk to me but there was something about him…a friendly look.

Darlene

A familiar look.

Jr.

Yeah.

There is a long pause as the two of them look at each other.

Jr.

Well, I’m gonna take off my mothers gonna start getting worried.

Darlene

Tell her to give me a call tomorrow.

Jr.

Ok.

He gives her a kiss before he walks out.  

INT/EXT: DINER/ PARKING LOT

Jr. is parked in a dark area of the lot and is playing with his keys.  As he goes to open his door he is slammed against it.

Westboro kid

What’s up pal!

As William Jr. turns around he notices that it is the 5 Westboro kids they played football against.  

Westboro kid

Not so tough without your friends are ya.

William Jr.

I see you are.

Westboro kid punches him in the face and his friends start to laugh.

Westboro kid

You wanted to pick a fight with us before so here we are.

William Jr.

It’s 5 on 1 you guys are real tough.

They throw William to the ground and start kicking him.  As they kick him they laugh.  Then the main Westboro kid picks William up and slams him against the car again holding on to the back of his shirt.  He then reaches into his pocket and pulls out a knife.  He shows it to William.

Westboro kid

See this?  I’m gonna teach you a lesson about messing with the wrong type of people.  You either kiss my feet, or we beat you.  You choose!

William (bleeding from the mouth) stares at the kid for a few seconds then spits into his face.  They get enraged and are about to attack him when William Sr. arrives from the darkness and grabs one of the kids from behind and throws him to the ground.  One by one William Sr takes out the kids while his son watches in aw.  Finally it is the main Westboro’s kid turn to fight.

Westboro

All right old man you wanna fight let’s fight.

He pulls out the knife and shines it at him.   William Sr doesn’t move he just watches him.  The kid dances around William for a little while until he finally lunges at him.  When he does William catches is arm and twists it.  William is now behind him holding the kids wrist with the knife at his own throat.  William then trips him and puts his face in front of Jr’s shoe.  The Westboro kid pauses a second then kisses his shoe.  He releases the kid and they all run to their truck and leave.

Jr.

What the hell do you think you’re doing!

William starts to walk away

William

Saving your life.

Jr.

Well I didn’t need your help. 

William

Sure looked like you did to me.

Jr. starts to get in his car.

Jr.

Yeah well I didn’t, so why don’t you just get outta here and go back to wherever it is you came from.

Jr. drives away leaving William standing quietly in the parking lot.

CUT TO: 

Next day 

INT: BEDROOM--MORNING

Jr. is asleep in his bed with the morning sun shining through his bedroom window.

Kim

William wake up now, c’mon it’s almost noon.  We have to be at Auntie Debbie’s by 3 for dinner.

William wakes up but lies in bed with his eyes open.  Then hops up and grabs a towel.  As he walks into the hallway Kim says:

Kim

You better take a quick shower mister we’re leaving in about 45 min.

Jr.

Yeah, Yeah, Yeah.

After yelling at William, Kim goes and puts some clean clothes away.  

INT: KIM’S ROOM

The TV is on and she is listening to it.

TV.

There are some reports that say we may have some conflicts going on over near Vietnam.

Kim looks up quickly to see what the reporter has to say.

TV

We’re not exactly sure where, but somewhere in that region.  We’ll have more information for you later tonight but I’m sure it’s nothing to get too excited about.  In other news…..

CUT TO

William and Kim on their way to Debbie’s house.

INT: CAR

Kim

So what did you do last night?

William Jr.

Nothing just hung out at the diner for a while.

Kim

(As she laughs) You know you’re gonna turn into an old lady if you keep hanging out in there.

William doesn’t laugh or respond.  

Kim

What’s a matter?

Jr

Nothing.

Kim

Something’s on your mind.

William just looks out the window.

Kim

Well?

Jr.

Nothing, it’s just……There’s this old guy that’s always in the diner, well he’s not really old he just has a long beard.  Anyways last night I got really mad at him and today I feel bad about it.

Kim

Did he deserve to get yelled at?

Jr.

No.

Kim 

Then why did you?

Jr.

I don’t know because I was in a bad mood I guess.

Kim

I think maybe you should apologize to this man.

Jr.

I would, but he’s never in the same place too long he’s always moving around……I don’t know.

Jr. looks out the window again as the car goes quiet.

CUT TO:

William watching TV.

INT: HOTEL ROOM

William is watching TV while eating pizza.  The news is reporting that there is a conflict going on in the Vietnamese region but military officials are yet to report any new news.  When he takes a bite of his pizza his fingers are greasy but doesn’t have a napkin.  He gets up and goes to the kitchen.  As he searches for the napkins he stumbles apon a piece of paper.  He is curious and when he flips the piece of paper over it reads “D-Lew- Call me if you need a place to stay, 393-508-6279” William looks at the piece of paper and picks up the phone.  He holds it in his hand for a while but finally hangs up.  After he hangs phone up he pauses again.  William has now lost his appetite and throws away his         pizza.

CUT TO:

The Gray house as they get back from their trip.

EXT/INT: DRIVEWAY/HOUSE--SUNSET

As they walk in the house they put their coats away while in a conversation.

Kim

I though the dessert was great.

William Jr.

Yeah, if you like pecans! Who eats nuts? 

Kim

I do!

William Jr.

Gross.

Kim

Oh you know what? We forgot to stop and get milk.

Kim grabs her coat again as if she was going back out to get some.

William Jr.

No I’ll get it.

Kim 

Are you sure?

Jr.

Yeah I’ll take a ride that’s fine.

Kim

Here take 5 dollars, and here take another 2.

Jr.

What are the extra 2 for?

Kim

So you can pick me up some pecan cookies. (hahahah)

Jr.

Ewwww.

EXT/INT: DRIVEWAY/CAR

Jr walks out with his coat and goes to his car.  He goes to the local grocery store and grabs a gallon of milk.  On the way back he takes the scenic route.  The only scenic place in Northboro is the park.  As he drives by he sees a man feeding birds.  It looks like the guy from the diner but he can’t tell because it’s getting dark out.  He pulls his car over and walks towards the man sitting on the bench.  When he reaches him he sits down next to him.

INT: PARK BENCH

Jr.

Hey.

William doesn’t respond.

Jr.

Listen. About last night, I didn’t mean what I said.

William looks up at him but doesn’t say a word.

Jr.

You saved my life. I just wanted to thank you.

There is a short pause then William speaks.

William

It was the least I could do.

Jr.

What do you mean?

William

Since I’ve been here you are the only friend I’ve had.

Jr. stares at William in a curious fashion.

Jr.

What is your name?

William

What?

Jr.

Your name? You never told me it.(now more curios)

William stares at the ground and shakes his head.

Jr.

You do have a name don’t you?

Pause

William 

I used to.

Jr.

What do you mean?

William

My name around here has long been forgotten.

Another short pause as Jr. looks at the lit up water from the lake.  

Jr.

No, there is only one man whose name has been forgotten around here.  Just the Whisper of his name brings hope and happiness to this town.  

William

Who was he?

Jr.

He was my father.

There is a long pause then William’s eyes look up and meet Jr’s eyes.

William

I am that man.

Jr’s eyes change from curious to upset.  Not expecting to hear that answer.

Jr.

How dare you say that!  He was my father!

William

I am your father William.

      Jr.

(Quietly) If you say one more word about my father I will kill you.

They stare eye to eyes.

William

You come into the diner every day and talk to me but you don’t know why.  I never talk to you but still you tell me your stories.

Jr’s. Eyes begin to water.

William

You see yourself in me…… in my face.

Jr. starts to shake his head as he cries.

Jr.

No it can’t be, it can’t be.

William

I remember the day you were born.  I fainted three times before the doctors told me to wait outside (Laughing).  When I first saw you, you were asleep in your mother’s arms.  She said she was going to name you William, after me.  I couldn’t bear to see the look on your mother’s eyes the day I left, so I wrote her a note.  I promised I’d be back…….Your mother must have told you this?

Jr. is crying as he listens to the story and is finally realizing it is him.  He gives his father a big hug.

Jr.

They told us you were dead but we knew you were still alive.  The people around town even said that you were dead but still mom and I prayed.  She still cries herself to sleep at night thinking of you.

William unlocks from the hug and looks at his son.

William

What did you say?

Jr.

I said mom still cries herself to bed thinking about you.

William

Your mother is dead.

Jr.

What?

William

6 months ago I was on my way home but they told me she was dead.

Jr.

No! She’s alive and well, she might die when she sees you though.

The two talk for a long while and catch up on things.  The conversation resumes with dried tears and happy thoughts.

Jr.

So you volunteered to be captured?

William

I had to, we were just going to leave them there.

Jr.

Do you ever regret that decision?

William

I did at first, but when I saw the look in their eyes the day we escaped I knew it was worth it.

Jr.

And you escaped by digging a huge tunnel.

William

Well it was a little more sophisticated than that but….yeah.

Jr.

What did you use to dig with?

William smiles then fishes through his pocket.  He puts out a little 1-inch piece of rusted medal.

Jr.

What is that?

William

When they asked us questions they would strap us to a medal seat.

Jr.

Yeah

William

They never noticed the missing leg.

The two laugh then look at each other.

William

I would dream about your mother and you every night.  You were the only things that kept me alive.

Jr.

We never forgot about you (pause)Lets go see her.

William

No!

Jr.

What do you mean. no?

William

I’m not ready to see her yet. It’s been a long time.  

Jr

What about tomorrow?

William

No, tomorrow’s not good either.

Jr. looks at his father in a cleaver way.  

Jr.

Ok well if you’re not ready to see her yet than you’re not ready?  At least let me give you a ride to your house.

William nods his head ok.  As they drive home William can’t stop staring at his son.

INT: TRUCK--NIGHT

Jr.

What?

William

You’re just as I pictured you.

Jr.

Mom says I get my good looks from you.

He laughs.

Jr.

What about you, you’ve been back for 6 months and you can’t buy a razor.  Everyone in town has seen you but don’t know who you are.

William

This town has learned to move on without me I didn’t want to play with their hearts again.

As William finishes his sentence they pull up to the Gray household.  Jr. tricked him and brought him home.

William

What are you doing?

Jr.

You said to bring you home, so here we are.

William

Champ, I’m not ready for this!

Jr.

Don’t worry look at you, she hasn’t seen you in 20 years she won’t even recognize you.

Jr. knows his mother well and knows she will realize it’s him by the end of the night.

William

Yeah I guess you’re right.

Jr. unlocks the front door and walks in.  It’s getting late but his mother is still awake.

EXT INT: DRIVEWAY/HOUSE

Jr.

Mom?  Mom?

Suddenly she walks quickly around the corner and greets her son.  William is shocked at the sight of his wife.  She looks the same as when he left.  The light brown hair and that mole above her top lip, all of it is the same.  He struggles to breath but still can't take his eyes off her.

Jr.

Mom this is my friend from the diner I was telling you about.

Kim looks at the scruffy man whose eyes are wide as can be.

Kim

Oh…Hello

William can’t get any words out he tries to but can’t.  Kim gives up waiting for an answer.

Jr.

He’s going to stay the night in my room and I’m going to sleep on the couch.

Kim

Oh….., Ok.  Um did you get any milk?

Jr.

Oh no I forgot sorry?

Kim

That’s ok I made us some coffee anyways. 

She then looks at William.

Kim

Would you like any coffee?

William is still stunned by her beauty but still manages to answer:

William

Ahhhh Do you have any tea?

Kim

Actually yes I do

INT: KITCHEN TABLE

The three of them are talking.  In the background you can hear the noise of a TV.  They have been talking for a few hours now.

Jr.

Well, I’m going to brush my teeth and get ready for bed.

Jr. starts to walk up the stairs, but William stays.

Kim

You have the blue toothbrush now.

Jr.

Sweet. (Sarcastically, as his voice drifts away)

She and William giggle over the comment.  But William is occupied by the appearance of his house.  Kim has left every thing the way it was before leave, he is in amazement.

Kim

So, my son tells me you two met at the diner.

William

That’s right.

Kim

Let me guess he talked your ear off.

William laughs, but Kim gives him a look of familiarity.  The camera shows William Jr. walking back down the steps and sitting down, just out of sight from his parents.

Kim

Have we met before because you look very familiar? 

William

No ma’am I’ve only been in town for a few weeks now.

Kim

You have one of those faces.

Kim is embarrassed and tries to get out of the situation.

Kim

Here let me get you another cup of tea.

As she reaches over to grab his cup she knocks over hers, it goes all over William’s shirt

Kim

Oh my god! I am so sorry.

William

That’s Ok.

Kim

Let me get some paper towels.

William 

Thanks.

She grabs a roll of paper towels and brings it over to the table.

Kim

Here let me wipe it off.

William realizes the spill is on the same arm as his tattoos, if she lifts his sleeve she will know.

William

No that’s Ok I can do it.

Kim

Don’t be silly.

William 

No really.

Then in a more sweet voice she says.

Kim

Please just sit I’ll clean it.

She gets on one knee and begins to roll up his sleeve, we can clearly hear the TV from the other room.

TV

With more news we go to Molly.  

TV (Molly)

Thanks Ted, early this morning the U.S hit Vietnam with all it had.

Kim listens to the TV as she continues to role up his sleeve, suddenly she spots a tattoo.  The tattoo reads 10/22/83.  She stares at it for a while.

William

Is something wrong?

Kim

No it’s nothing ( she laughs as if it was a stupid thought)

William doesn’t say anything not knowing whether to be scared or happy.

Kim

It’s Just……..This date it’s my son’s birthday.

William

Really?

Kim

It was also a few days before my husband left.

William

I’m sorry to hear that.

She nods her head and continues to wipe his sleeve.  The camera stays with her rolling up the sleeve even more but the TV is very amplified now.

TV (Molly)

Apparently the military’s main focus was a P.O.W camp, which was holding prisoners just a few months ago.  We asked prisoner Bobby Tucker about his experience in the camp.

Kim roles up his sleeve very high and now his second tattoo is revealed.  It is the USNS tattoo. He had this before he left and Kim is now realizing who the stranger is, and continues to look at it.

TV (Tucker)

Well we were in there for about 20 years when a man by the name of William Gray gave us our freedom, and if he can hear me now I just wanted to thank him again, he saved our lives.

Kim slowly looks up at William with watery eyes.

Kim

William?

There is a pause.

William

I’m home

Kim starts to cry hysterically and is hugging William.  William holds her as he becomes teary eyed.

Kim

I knew you we alive, I knew it.  They all said you were dead but I never listened to them.

They continue to hug when finally William Jr comes down the steps and joins the hug.  They embrace for a long time.

FADE TO:

TITLE; A Week later.

INT: LIVING ROOM

A party at the Gray house.  William is now clean-shaven and looks much better.  They are surrounded by friends and family.  Half the town must be there.  Everyone is talking until the cake comes through.

Everyone

For he’s a jolly good fellow, for he’s a jolly good fellow, for he’s a jolly good fellow, which nobody can deny.

They place a cake in front of William and it reads “Welcome home William” with 20 candles, one for each year he was gone.  As he blows them out everyone cheers and Kim gives him a big kiss

CUT TO:

KITCHEN POV:

William walking into the kitchen getting a refill of his drink but still in a conversation.

William

(As he laughs) I’m coming back I just have to get another drink.

As he fills up his drink (giggling as if thinking of a funny conversation he just had) Kim walks in.

Kim

Didn’t know so many people liked you.

William

Neither did I, Do you know what I think it is?

Kim

What?

William

I think they’re here for Mrs. Gray’s fine cooking.

Kim

Do you think?

William

I haven’t had a meal as good as yours in 20 years.

He laughs as she hits William acting like she’s mad. ( He’s eaten prison for the last 20)

Kim

C’mon we better get back to the party before our guests get suspicious.

They kiss.  And she leaves

William

Ok I’ll be right there.

She leaves as William (still smiling) leans against the counter with one hand in his pocket.  As he takes a sip of his drink he gives a look as if to say “What is this” From his pocket he pulls out a piece of paper, when he opens it he sees Dee’s hand writing (“If you need a place to stay, give me a call….”.  It brings an immediate smile to his face.

Kim peaks her head in and sees him smiling.

Kim

Are you Ok?

William crumples up the piece of paper and throws it in the trash.

William

Never been better honey, never been better.

He puts his arm around her as they walk out of the picture and back into the party.

FADE TO:

Ending Music starts to play then Movie screen goes black, up come the credits signifying the movie is over. 

