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Galaxy beyond - Pilot

Opening shot of the ‘Edmondson’ flying past. Cut to the bridge. Godwin is sat in the captains seat, next to him is Teal. 

GODWIN

All in all a successful mission, the klandoks home world is saved.

TEAL

Yeah but all the klandoks are dead!

GODWIN

Ummm but if they where alive they would thank me, you see Mr. Teal this is why I’m captain and you’re a …. Not. It’s about making those life and death decisions, something you’re nowhere near qualified to make.

TEAL

Like the decision to take the plaque vaccine to the naturalist planet of Nudisia rather than Klandok.

GODWIN

Call it intuition but it needed investigation there was definitely something up on that planet.

TEAL

You got that right, Captain.

CUT FORWARD TO TIRA WHO IS SAT BY THE HELSEMAN CONSOLE. 

TIRA

Captain, long range scanners are reporting a fluctuating anomaly ahead. 

GODWIN

Uh?

TIRA

Humph! A big wobbly thing in space!

GODWIN

My god

CUT TO VIEW SCREEN. STARRY BACKROUND, A BLURRY SHAPE COMES FORWARD SLOWLY TAKING THE FORM OF A VIKING LONGBOAT.

CUT TO OPENING CREDITS.

FULL VIEW OF THE BRIDGE. CREW MEMBERS HURRYING ROUND TAKING POSITIONS ON VARIOUS CONSOLES. CUT TO GODWIN SAT IN HIS SEAT.

GODWIN

Red alert, ready weapons

TEAL

Do you think that’s wise, maybe we should try communicating with them first?

GODWIN 

Communicate? Yes good idea, get them talking, start negotiations and when they least expect it; blow the piss out of them. Teal you could make captain yet.

TEAL

No I mean they might be friendly.

GODWIN

Look out there, that’s a Viking ship of war. I know my history mate! I’m an expert on it as you all know.
TEAL
Go on then prove your vast knowledge of history then. Here’s a question, can you tell me who was prime minister of Great Britain in the year two thousand and five? 

GODWIN

I thought you were going to give me something hard. It’s that Tony guy, you know……..Tony Blackburn.

TEAL

Tony Blaire

GODWIN

Yeah that’s who I meant

TEAL

Tony Blackburn became prime minister in two thousand and ten.

GODWIN

That’s all beside the point, history records that the Vikings were conquerors; everywhere they went they destroyed, raped and pillaged. I for one am not being pillaged. Raise shields.

TIRA LOOKS BACK FROM THE CONSOLE.

TIRA

You’re missing one important question captain.

GODWIN

And what’s that?

TIRA

What is a Viking ship doing in space?

TEAL

And what does it want with us?

GODWIN

Shut up! That’s two questions. Maybe the computer knows. Edmondson!

SOUND OF BEEPS AND CLICKS CAN BE HEARD. THE COMPUTER VOICE CAN BE HEARD OVER THE SPEAKER SYSTEM.

EDMONDSON

Good morning Captain God Awful.

GODWIN

Very funny, maybe once we’re all stopped laughing you can tell us what we’re up against.

EDMONDSON

Oh dear

GODWIN

What is Oh dear, what’s that about?

EDMONDSON

They are called the Bracken. A race of mind readers, and yes your right for once captain, very hostile, if they are here they do intend to fight.

TEAL

But what’s with the Viking ship?

EDMONDSON

They read minds; they take your fears, your fantasies and use them against you. So that means one of you where thinking of Vikings, even fantasizing about them perhaps?

CAMERA PANS ROUND THE CREW ON THE BRIDGE AND EVENTUALLY GETS TO GODWIN WHO IS LOOKING EXTREMELY SHEEPISH.

GODWIN

Let’s not wait round to find out. Fire all weapons.

CUT TO EXTERIOR SHOT OF THE SHIP FIRING. MISSILES SEEM TO HAVE NO EFFECT ON THE VIKING SHIP.

EDMONDSON

Weapons are useless, hang on we are being boarded.

TEAL

Where?

EDMONDSON

The bridge.

A FLASH OF WHITE LIGHT AND A VIKING APPEARS ABOARD ON THE BRIDGE.GODWIN TAKES FLIGHT AND HIDES BEHIND HIS CHAIR. HE REACHES FOR A CONSOLE.

GODWIN

Security get to the bridge.

SEVERAL CREW MEMBERS TRY TO TACKLE THE VIKING BUT ARE QUICKLY THROWN OFF. THE BRIDGE DOOR OPENS AND 3 SECURITY TEAM MEMBERS ENTER ONE BEHIND THE OTHER. THE VIKING THROWS HIS SWORD AND IMPALES ALL THREE.

TEAL AND TIRA ARE CROUCHED ON THE FLOOR. IN THE BACKROUND WE CAN SEE GODWIN CRYING.

TIRA

I’ve got an idea.

TEAL 

Are going to transform?

TIRA

Something blunt should do the trick.

TIRA GOES INTO A TRANCE. CAMERA ZOOMS INTO HER EYE. PANS BACK OUT TO REVEAL SHE HAS TURNED INTO AN OLD FASHIONED UP RIGHT HOOVER. 

TEAL

Tut! It will have to do.

TEAL SWINGS THE HOOVER AND CATCHES THE VIKING ON THE BACK OF THE HEAD. HE FALLS TO THE FLOOR. GODWIN STICKS HIS HEAD UP OVER THE CHAIR.

GODWIN

Good, err well done Teal, good work Tira.

CUT TO HOOVER LYING FLAT ON THE FLOOR.

TIRA

Thanks captain.

MORE SOUNDS OF COMPUTER CLICKS CAN BE HEARD.
EDMONDSON

May I suggest that we take the prisoner to the sick bay so that the doctor can study him…..? And captain.

GODWIN

Yes?

EDMONDSON

I suggest that on your way maybe a change of uniform is in order.

CAMERA REVEALS THAT GODWIN HAS WET HIMSELF.

GODWIN

 I must have spilt something.

CREW SNIGGERS.

END OF THE SCENE.

SCENE 3
SCENE STARTS WITH AN EXTERIOR SHOT OF THE STAR SHIP EDMONDSON AND THE VIKING LONG SHIP.  CUT TO TEAL AND GODWIN WHO ARE MAKING THEIR WAY TO THE SICKBAY. GODWINS VOICE CAN BE HEARD IN A VOICEOVER. 

GODWIN (VOICEOVER)

Captains Log. It as been an hour since out initial confrontation with the Bracken, since then they have been strangely quiet. We can only hope that the ships doctor can give us some answers on what we’re facing. Also must get my uniform down to the launderette.

CAMERA PANS DOWN TO REVEAL THAT GODWIN WEARING BERMUDA SHORTS. CUT TO THE SICK BAY. ON A TABLE IS THE VIKING. TEAL AND GODWIN ENTER.

GODWIN

Where is Tira?

TEAL

She will be here shortly; it takes a while for her to return to original form.

GODWIN CIRCLES THE VIKING.

GODWIN

Nice Helmet.

NHS (NATHAN)

That’s exactly what I was thinking.

NHS (HENRY)

Oh do shut up you great poof!

NHS (SARAH)

Both of you shut up, I’m sick of you pair

NHS (HENRY)

Why don’t you leave then?

ALL THREE HEADS START ARGUING.

TEAL

Quiet. We need to know what we’re up against or we’re all dead.

NHS (ALL THREE) 

Sorry

NHS STARTS TAPPING AT A COMPUTER.

NHS (SARAH)

I can tell you what he is not, human. They have incredible mind power making us see what they want us to see but they just as fragile as us, your knock on the head nearly killed him, it.

GODWIN

Can you wake him, perhaps I can reason with him.

TEAL

Oh god no.

NHS (NATHAN) WINKS AT GODWIN

NHS (NATHAN)

As you wish, come on love wakey.

JUST THEN TIRA ENTERS THE ROOM STILL NOT FULLY TRANFORMED. SHE HAS AN HOOVER BAG ROUND HER CHEST AND A HANDLE STICKING OUT THE TOP OF HER HEAD. THE VIKING STARTS STIRRING. GODWIN APPROACHES THE VIKING.

GODWIN

Sir, Mr. Viking, as captain of this ship I demand that you please let me live, I don’t want to die, kill Teal he hit you.

VIKING

Quiet human defecation, you honourless scrapings off slime devils back passage you….

TIRA 

Has he met you before?
TEAL

Why attack us?

VIKING

There is a bounty on your head.

GODWIN

Who would do such a thing?

VIKING

Just before they died out the Klandok send out an interplanetary bounty on this ship and all who inhabit it.

GODWIN

Why would they do that? [PAUSE]Oh yeah.

THE VIKING BREAKS HIS BONDAGE AND GETS UP FROM THE BED. HE STARTS TAPPING SOMETHING ON HIS WRISTBAND.

VIKING 

The mind analysis of all crew members is complete sending data.

MORE TAPPING

TIRA

What do you mean mid analysis?

VIKING

While you were studying me we where studying you, every mind on board this ship was scanned and now you will be destroyed by what you detest the most. Begin transportation and transformation.

IN A FLASH OF LIGHT THE VIKING TRANFORMED INTO A REPLICA OF CAPTAIN GODWIN. MORE FLASHES OF LIGHT AND SEVERAL MORE CAPTAIN GODWINS APPEAR AROUND THE SHIP.  TIRA GRABS HER LASER AND DESTROYS THE FAKE GODWIN.

EDMONDSON

Godwins appearing all over the ship, destroy them all, especially the fattest one in sickbay.

CAMERA CUTS TO THE REAL GODWIN WHOS CAN BE TOLD APART BECAUSE OF HIS BERMUDA SHORTS.

GODWIN

Ha-ha very funny Microsoft Orifice, any better ideas because we’re all having a pretty bad day here. 

EDMONDSON 

Yes keep your pants on, oh my god I’m on form today…

TIRA

Help us Edmondson

EDMONDSON

Ok listen up gang. Get to the transporter module. The longboats shields are down, you can get over there and take out the leader.

GODWIN

NHS and Tira hold these handsome impostors off. Teal you’re with me.

TEAL

Crap!

GODWIN AND TEAL EXIT. NHS AND TIRA FIGHT OFF THE REMAINING GODWINS. 

END OF SCENE
SCENE 4
CUTS TO VARIOUS SCENES OF PEOPLE FIGHTING VARIOUS GODWIN CLONES ALL OVER THE SHIP.  GO TO TEAL AND GODWIN MAKING THEIR WAY DOWN A CORRIDOR BLASTING SEVERAL GODWINS AS THEY MAKE THEIR WAY. EDMONDSONS VOICE COMES THROUGH THE SPEAKER SYSTEM.

EDMONDSON

The amazing thing is, according to my calculations that at this very moment in time the crews morale is the highest it as ever been. Most fascinating!

TEAL

Yeah the crew does look happy captain.

GODWIN

That would suggest that I’m unpopular.

EDMONDSON

Correct captain.

GODWIN STOPS IN HIS TRACKS CLEARLY ANGRY THAT HE IS UNPOPULAR WITH HIS CREW.

GODWIN

Well that’s just great isn’t it; after all I do for them I umm, err…

TEAL

Get most of them killed

EDMONDSON

Make their lives a misery

TEAL

Sexually harass them

GODWIN

Alright enough! If we get through this I will change my ways.

TEAL

It will be worth surviving to see that.

TEAL AND GODWIN GET TO THE TRANSPORTER ROOM DOOR. A LONE GODWIN IS STANDING GUARD.
TEAL

I’ll stand guard captain; you go and take him out.

GODWIN

Ummm I don’t think so, a better plan would be for me to stand guard and you take him out.

TEAL

If we survive this, captain perhaps it may be wise for you to have a checkup from the doctor to see if he can find your spine.
GODWIN

But there’s nothing wrong with my back.

TEAL 

Yes captain. Well if you’ll excuse me I’ll just go and commit suicide on your behalf.

TEAL STARTS TO MOVE TOWARDS THE FALSE GODWIN. 

REAL GODWIN PUTS HIS ARM OUT TO STOP TEAL MOVING.

GODWIN

What is it with my crew, every other captain as the undying loyalty of theirs? All I seem to get is disgust and distain, what have the other captains got that I have not? I may not be the bravest captain in the fleet or the brightest comet in the sky but I tell you what I do have that they don’t. I have a … Ummm..
TEAL

Forget it Captain

GODWIN

No I will not! There must be something. [PAUSES TO PONDER]. Oh god there isn’t. 
GODWIN IS ALMOST IN TEARS. TEAL GIVES HIM A SORRY LOOK. HE PUTS HIS HAND ON GODWINS SHOULDER.

TEAL

You’re an expert historian.

GODWIN

I am?

TEAL

Tony Blackburn?

GODWIN

Tony Blackburn?

TEAL

Yeah. Tony Blackburn!

A LOOK OF BRAVADO COMES ACROSS GODWINS FACE. HE GETS UP AND STARTS WALKING QUICKLY TOWARDS THE FALSE GODWIN WHO LOOKS SLIGHTLY PUZZLED. TEAL LOOKS WORRIED.
TEAL

Captain! Come back.

GODWIN SHOUTS AT HIS FALSE SELF.

GODWIN

How dare you become me! There’s only one captain Godwin and that is me! You take my form, you kill my crew and I’m not having it no more. If you’re so smart and clever tell me who Tony Blackburn is? 

FALSE GODWIN

To..Ny  Blay Burn?
GODWIN PUNCHES THE FALSE GODWIN TO THE FLOOR. THE FALSE GODWIN SHAKES UNCONTROLLABLY THE DISAPPEARS.

GODWIN

There’s only one James Quentin Godwin!

TEAL REJOINS GODWIN WHO LOOKS PLEASED WITH HIMSELF. EDMONDSON’S VOICE CAN BE HEARD OVER THE LOUD SPEAKER.

EDMONDSON

Ha ha! Quentin 

GODWIN

Edmondson. Why don’t you go and defrag yourself. Teal lets go, its time we gave a little payback.

TEAL POINTS HIS LASER GUN AT GODWIN.
GODWIN

What the hell are you doing?

TEAL
Where’s the real Godwin, speak now or ill shoot!

GODWIN

It is me. I’m me, why do you think I’m not.. Me?

TEAL

Because what you just done was almost selfless, almost bordering on being brave. The real Godwin would have been in the escape pod and halfway back to earth by now.

GODWIN

I tried it. It was out of order from the last time!

TEAL 
Fair enough.

PUTS GUN AWAY

GODWIN
Now if we are finished with the Spanish inquisition we better get our inter-galactic butts over to that long ship.

TEAL

I’m sorry Captain. You being brave is a new experience and I’m finding it very difficult to deal with.

GODWIN

Yeah well there will be plenty of opportunities for cowardice in the future I’m sure.

BOTH ENTER THE TRANSPORTER ROOM. GODWIN TAKES HIS PLACE ON THE TRANSPORTER. TEAL TAPS THE CONTROLLER CONSOLE AND JOINS GODWIN.
TEAL

Here we go

GODWIN

Into the Unknown

TEAL

Captain

GODWIN

Yes

TEAL

Can you let go of my hand

GODWIN

Sorry

TRANSPORTER KICKS IN. BOTH FADE INTO NOTHING.

END OF SCENE
SCENE 5
GODWIN AND TEAL MATERIALISE ONBOARD THE BRACKEN SHIP. THE INTERIOR LOOKS VERY ORGANIC AND DARK, A STRANGE GREEN GLOW LIGHTS THE AREA. TEAL CHECKS HIS WRIST COMPUTER.
TEAL

Oh my god captain.
GODWIN

Not very Viking-like is it?

TEAL

No certainly not captain. This ship is composed of a poly-organic alloy, allowing it to change shape. It is controlled by a single entity acting as a central nerve processor, basically a nucleus, a single unit acting as a brain to this gigantic body, a….
GODWIN

Aw shut up, bloody Mr. Spock! Just tell me where I can find this ‘single entity’ and how we can destroy this ship.

TEAL

That’s the thing though, this ship is dying, it heavily damaged.
GODWIN

But our missiles had no effect.

ALIEN VOICE

They had their desired effect.

A LARGE DOORWAY OPENS BEFORE TEAL AND GODWIN. AN ALIEN CREATURE WALKS TOWARDS THEM. BOTH START LOOKING DOWN. CAMERA REVEALS THAT THE ALIEN IS ONLY A FEW INCES TALL. IT STANDS AT THEIR FEET.
ALIEN
Your missiles heavily damaged our ship. I just controlled your minds so you did not see it.

GODWIN
Why?

ALIEN

Would you let your opponents know you had a weakness? It’s just the same when your crew locks you in the toilet when important delegates come aboard your ship.

GODWIN

They what?

TEAL LOOKS GUILTY

TEAL

Umm err captain don’t listen to him he’s playing with your mind.

ALIEN

You have no idea of the power you are dealing with. You may have destroyed my ship, but then you won’t be alive to enjoy the victory Captain. Mr. Teal you have a choice you can leave or die here with your captain.
GODWIN

He would sooner die than return to the ship without his captain. Isn’t that right Mr. Teal?

TEAL

Edmondson; one to beam over.

TEAL DISSAPEARS IN A FLASH OF LIGHT AND REAPPEARS BACK ON THE EDMONDSONS’S BRIDGE. THE SCENE CUTS BACK TO GODWIN AND THE ALIEN.

GODWIN

Bugger!

ALIEN

Profanities will not save you Captain! Prepare to meet your ultimate fear!
Scanning your mind.
GODWIN

Stay out of my mind, little Jimmy space Krankie.

ALIEN

Preparing to transform!

BRIGHT WHITE LIGHT ENGULFS THE ALIEN. IT MOANS IN PAIN.

GODWIN
No it can’t be.

ALIEN

Yes it is.

ALIEN HAS TRANFORMED INTO A RATHER LARGE ROUGH LOOKING SCHOOLBOY.

GODWIN

Pylon Jefferies!

PYLON

Long time no see. Girly Godwin!

GODWIN

This is evil. You bullied me for most of my school life. You can’t do this to me.
PYLON

Yes I can. Prepare to die, but first I’m going to take your dinner money and then…
GODWIN

No not again, please.

PYLON HOLDS UP A STICK WITH A BROWN LUMP ON THE END.

PYLON

I’m going to chase you with some dog poo on a stick!

GODWIN STARTS TO RUN. AN EXCITED PYLON FOLLOWS IN PURSUIT.

CUT BACK TO THE EDMONDSON. TEAL AND TIRA ARE ON THE BRIDGE.
TEAL

We could just go.

TIRA

Could you live with yourself knowing that we left him over there to die?

TEAL

Yes quite easily.

TIRA

I suppose he could be dead already.

EDMONDSON

Wishful thinking I’m afraid. He’s very much alive. Listen.

GODWIN VOICE COMES OVER THE SPEAKER. HE’S CLEARLY IN DISTRESS.

GODWIN (VOICE)

Please don’t, help me, please someone, no.
TEAL

Photon missiles. Fire!

EXTERIOR SHOT OF THE ‘EDMONDSON’ FIRING A BARRGE OF MISSLES. CUT BACK TO THE ALIEN SHIP. SPARKS FLYING EVERWHERE. PIECES OF WRECKAGE FALL ON PYLON. HE TRANSFORMS BACK INTO THE ALIEN. GODWIN APPROACHES.

ALIEN.

I am defeated. But this isn’t the end, computer begin self destruct. I will a least get the pleasure of watching you die with me.

GODWIN

This is turning into a bugger of a day.

ALIEN

It hasn’t been too great for me, girly Godwin.
GODWIN

Surely you don’t want to die? You can stop the self destruct.

ALIEN

Yes I could. But I have to do this, there is no choice. I need the bounty. On completion of this task the galactic credits will be shipped to my wife who can then purchase that space conservatory she’s always wanted and talked about for the last twenty years of our marriage! Everyday it’s been conservatory this, conservatory that! ‘Oh Mr. and Mrs. Slam-bong next-door have their space conservatory’. Believe me death would be a release!
GODWIN
What are you? Man or mouse?

ALIEN

I’m bracken.

GODWIN

What are you? Bracken or a Mouse?

ALIEN

What’s a mouse?

GODWIN

Christ! What I’m getting at is that you should stand up to your wife. Be a Man... I mean bracken. Tell her no, stand up for yourself.

COMPUTER VOICE

Self destruct, two minutes.

GODWIN

Shit. Dying is not the answer. Go back to her tell her no.

ALIEN

I can’t, you have not had to live with her.
GODWIN

Listen to me, life is hard I should know it, you got one person making your life a misery, well I’ve got three hundred of those bastards in my ship doing it to me day in and day out, and do you know what keeps me going?

COMPUTER VOICE

Self destruct, one minute.

GODWIN

Shut the hell up! The fact that I don’t let them see that they get to me and that annoys them so much. Go on be like me, become a bastard. Try it.
ALIEN

I don’t know. 

COMPUTER VOICE
Self destruct, thirty seconds

GODWIN

Go back and be the Bracken you want to be!

ALIEN

It’s difficult

GODWIN

No it isn’t.

ALIEN

Do you think I could?

COMPUTER VOICE

Ten

GODWIN

YES!

ALIEN

Well..

COMPUTER VOICE

Five, four, three,

ALIEN

Cancel self destruct.

COMPUTER VOICE

Self destruct canceled. Thank you for using another Microsoft certified product.

GODWIN IS CROUCHED ON THE FLOOR WITH HIS HANDS OVER HIS HEAD. HE REALISES THE DANGER IS OVER AND GETS UP.
GODWIN

Good choice.

ALIEN

Thank you

GODWIN

Don’t mention it. Can I go now?

ALIEN

Yes your free to go, give them hell captain Godwin.

GODWIN

There’s just one more thing.

GODWIN STAMPS ON THE ALIEN. A SQUELCHING SOUND CAN BE HEARD.

GODWIN

Collect an intergalactic bounty on me you little shit. I don’t think so. 

TAPS WRIST COMPUTER

GODWIN

Teal get me out of here.
LOOKS AT SPATTERED ALIEN

GODWIN

Never trust a bastard.

GODWIN WALKS AWAY AND ALMOST SLIPS ON THE MESS ON HIS SHOE.

END OF SCENE

EXTERIOR SHOT OF THE ‘EDMONDSON’ FLY PAST.  BACK ON THE BRIDGE WE HAVE GODWIN, TIRA AND TEAL. ALL ARE LOOKING SOMBRE.
GODWIN

This is part of the job I hate the most.

TIRA

It must be hard.

TEAL

It never gets easier the death of a crewmate.

GODWIN

No it not that, it’s just so boring, everyone’s so miserable, especially the relatives, I mean come on, it’s not as if you’ve lost your captain!

TEAL

You promised me you’d be nicer, remember?

GODWIN

OK. Who where they?

TIRA

Dean, Steve and Darren, they were all security.

GODWIN

It’s always security isn’t it! Why don’t they just cut out the middle man and ship them to us dead. It would save so much trouble.

TEAL

Your never going to change are you?

GODWIN

I can’t just change over night. I’m not a Charles Dickens character.

TIRA

No they had more than one dimension.

TEAL

And a personality

CREW MEMBER 1

Or they weren’t closet homosexuals

CREW MEMBER 2 (FEMALE)

Probably didn’t have a small penis either

EDMONDSON

Or a complete bastard.

INSULTS CONTINUE AS THE SHIP FLIES INTO THE DISTANCE.

THE END.


