PAGE  
109

NOBODY CARES ABOUT US…

A Screenplay 

by

Gregory Walker

First Draft                            Gregory Walker

Nov. 18, 2008                          807 Bonnie View Rd

WGA #1317956                           Dallas, Texas 75203

                                       grogbooks@yahoo.com
FADE IN:

INT. GROCERY STORE – NOON – SATURDAY

NATALIE LEWIS, a 9 year old girl, blond hair with pretty green eyes is walking down the aisle with her

(single)MOTHER CYNTHIA LEWIS, 35 years old, red hair,        slightly overweight with a quick temper pushes the shopping cart.

Cynthia looks at the cereal and gets a box.

NATALIE

I don’t like cereal, it gets 

all soggy!

CYNTHIA

(snaps)

You’ll eat this or you won’t get nothing!

She pushes the cart as Natalie DRAGS her feet following and pouts.

Cynthia turns around

CYNTHIA (CONT’D)

You better keep up or you’ll be left here!

INT. CYNTHIA’S CAR – MOVING – LATER

Natalie gazes out of the window and sees boats coming to the pier from a distance.

NATALIE

A boat ride would be a lot of fun…

CYNTHIA

If you keep your eyes in front of you, you wouldn’t see it! (pause) I don’t have the money and you can’t swim if that boat sinks!

EXT. CYNTHIA CAR – MOVING

We see kids playing on an empty lot and they wave at Natalie and she waves at them (smiling).

INT. CYNTHIA CAR – MOVING

CYNTHIA (CONT’D)

We’re home at last!

Natalie gets out of the car.

CYNTHIA (CONT’D)

(shouts)

Not so fast!

She gets out of the car.

CYNTHIA (CONT’D)

There’s groceries to take inside!

EXT. VACANT LOT – SAME TIME

STEVE, a black boy, 9 years old and LUCY, an Asian girl, 9 years old, stands watching Natalie’s house waiting for her to come outside.

STEVE

Let’s go sit down.

LUCY

I wonder whats taking her so long?

They walk and then sit on a log.

STEVE

Her mother is mean, real mean!

LUCY

(smiles)

My mother buys me whatever I want.

STEVE

Why do you play with us?

LUCY

What are you talking about?

STEVE

We all having a hard time at

home and we haven’t seen Jesse

in a week.

LUCY

Well, (pause) I like you guys.

STEVE

Oh.

Natalie runs up to the vacant lot.

LUCY

(laughing)

There she is!!!

Steve jumps up.

STEVE

(shouts)

Natalie!

Natalie comes up to Lucy and Steve and they hug her.

LUCY

We didn’t know if you would

come out and play today.

NATALIE

My mother had me working around

the house.

STEVE

I’m so hungry, I haven’t ate in

two days…

LUCY

I have five dollars, we can get 

something from the store.

STEVE

My oldest brother ate up all

the food.

NATALIE

Again?

STEVE

He’s 26, got a job and everything

and you know what? I never seen

him with a girl before.

They all LAUGH

STEVE (CONT’D)

What?

LUCY

Nothing, lets go to the store.

They start walking down the sidewalk.

NATALIE

Anybody seen Jesse?

LUCY

No…

Steve shakes his head.

STEVE

I think he must be in trouble.

INT. KITCHEN – JESSE’S HOUSE – SAME TIME

JESSE is 9 years old, but very small for his age, brown hair, shirt off, lies on the floor chained to the table with welts on his back. His MOTHER HILDA, 46 years old, 5’11, 200lbs, stoutly built with brown hair mixed with gray, stands over him with a belt in her hand.

HILDA

Tonight, you get nothing to eat

or drink. You can piss your pants

for all I care!!

JESSE

(weeps)

I haven’t ate in four days, please

give me some food…

HILDA

(screams)

You can eat when you learn to

act right!

Jesse closes his eyes and writhes on the floor.

HILDA (CONT’D)

You’re going to watch me and my

man eat but you’re not getting

nothing not even a crumb!

She exits.

JESSE

(whimpers)

Oh, God… Please let me die…

EXT. VACANT LOT – LATER

Lucy, Natalie and Steve sits on the log eating candy.

STEVE

Thanks, Lucy!

LUCY

You’re welcome!

A POLICE CAR passes by and Lucy waves and the he blows his horn. OFFICER MIKE, a white male, 35 years old, 6 ft 2 inches, 195 lbs, muscular build.

LUCY (CONT’D)

That’s Officer Mike!

NATALIE

You talk to grown people?

STEVE

(interrupts)

I don’t trust nobody grown, they

all lie and they’re mean.

LUCY

Not Officer Mike, he’s my dad’s

friend.

Natalie and Steve look at each other.

STEVE

Ok, Lucy. Hey, I’m worried about

Jesse, let’s go by and see what’s

going on!

NATALIE

He’s not allowed to play or have company.

LUCY

That’s bad.

STEVE

Let’s do it anyway. We can sneak

around.

NATALIE

Let’s save him some candy.

They all stuff candy in their pockets then start walking.

INT. JESSE’S HOUSE – BEDROOM – LATER

Hilda is sitting in a chair watching TELEVISION, eating popcorn and drinking a beer. She looks up at the clock.

HILDA

Dan better bring his self over

here, I hate eating alone.

The doorbell RINGS.

HILDA (CONT’D)

There he is…

INT. LIVINGROOM

She opens the door and DAN, a white man, 5’7, 130lbs, 30’s, blond hair, handsome and wearing shorts enters.

DAN

Hey, babe!

He hugs her and kisses her on the cheek.

HILDA

You find a job?

DAN

No, but I will.

HILDA

That’s my baby.

DAN

I need a beer.

Hilda exits to

INT. KITCHEN

Jesse wakes up and sees her enter.

HILDA

What you looking at? I ought to

get Daddy Dan to whup you ass!

She opens the refrigerator and gets a beer.

INT. BEDROOM

Dan is unbuttoning his shirt and Hilda enters, popping the beer open, looking at him wantonly.

DAN

Like what you see?

She puts the beer to his mouth and he drinks. She places the beer down on the night table and she lies on the bed with him following her.

EXT. STREET – SAME TIME

Steve, Lucy and Natalie are walking down the sidewalk.

LUCY

How much further?

STEVE

That’s his house right there!

He points as they come closer.

NATALIE

I hope he’s alright!

STEVE

His mom beats him all the time.

Lucy’s cell phone RINGS and she takes it out of her pocket.

LUCY

It’s my mom! Hello! Yes, I’m ok.

She hangs up and then stuffs the phone back in her pocket.

NATALIE

Let’s look through the windows.

STEVE

That’s a good idea.

They all separate to different windows and begin peeking through them cautiously.

Steve peeks in Hilda’s bedroom and sees her with Dan and hear LOUD LAUGHTER as they lie between the sheets.

STEVE

(whispers)

Its not this room.

Lucy peeks through the kitchen window and sees Jesse lying on the floor.

LUCY

(whispers)

Oh, my God…

She begins to (cry) silently as Natalie runs up to her. She points and Natalie looks through the window.

NATALIE

We got to get him outta here!

Steve walks up to them.

STEVE

You find him?

NATALIE

Yeah.

STEVE

(to Lucy)

Why are you crying?

Lucy doesn’t answer as Steve begins to slowly open the window. Jesse looks up at him but is too weak to smile. Steve tiptoes inside and sees Jesse chained to the table secured with a lock.

STEVE

(whispers)

Where’s the key?

Jesse weakly motions to the cabinet drawer.

STEVE (CONT’D)

(whispers)

Have you free in a minute.

He quietly and carefully opens the drawer and gets the key. He slips the key into the lock, it opens and he slides the chains from around Jesse’s wrists. 

Jesse stands as Steve helps him up and they walk towards the window.

JESSE

(softly)

My mother will be mad at me.

STEVE

Don’t worry.

They both slip out of the window quietly. Then all four of them walk away.

EXT. STREET – SUNSET – LATER

Steve pulls off his shirt to reveal his t-shirt and gives it to Jesse.

NATALIE

Prison break!

JESSE

(softly)

You can say that again.

He slowly puts the shirt on which is a little too big.

NATALIE

You hungry?

JESSE

I haven’t ate in four days.

They all stop and Natalie, Lucy and Steve get candy out of their pockets then hands it to Jesse. He (smiles).

LUCY

(to Jesse)

Why do your mother treat you 

so bad?

JESSE

She…

STEVE

(interrupts)

We’re running away, everybody

in?

NATALIE

I don’t have nothing at home.

JESSE

I’m going.

LUCY

I don’t know…

They look at her.

STEVE

(to Lucy)

If you’re not, please don’t

tell!

NATALIE

What’s the plan?

STEVE

We’re going to need food, money

and hide in the day and move at

night.

LUCY

Where will we go?

NATALIE

Away, anywhere but home!

Jesse eats the candy greedily.

JESSE

That’s right!

STEVE

Lucy, you go home and we’ll meet

you by the car junkyard on 25th 

street in the morning.

LUCY

I will put food in my backpack

and I have eighty dollars.

NATALIE

I don’t have any money.

JESSE

Me, either…

STEVE

Eighty dollars will be enough

LUCY

I better get going!

Lucy departs going home.

NATALIE

We better get going, too.

Steve, Jesse and Natalie start walking. They wave at Lucy and she (smiles).

STEVE

I hope she shows up in the

morning.

JESSE

We can fish at the pier or 

steal fruit from the farmers

market.

NATALIE

We’ll get caught, I trust Lucy.

EXT. LUCY’S HOUSE – LATER

Lucy walks up the steps and enters.

INT. LIVINGROOM – CYNTHIA’S HOUSE – SAME TIME

She’s peeking out the window.

CYNTHIA

When that girl gets home, I’m

gonna punch her right in the

mouth!

INT. HILDA’S BEDROOM – JESSE’S HOUSE – SAME TIME

Hilda stands up in her robe while Dan is still in bed.

HILDA

Let’s go eat supper, I got it

warm in the oven.

Dan raises up lazily, wiping his eyes.

DAN

I haven’t seen Naughty Boy

tonight!

HILDA

He’s been bad and I whipped

his back. He don’t eat tonight.

DAN

My dad used to beat me.

HILDA

Maybe that’s what Jesse needs,

a man’s firm hand.

DAN

Maybe you’re right!

She hands him an extension cord.

HILDA

Beat him, and lets eat!

DAN

Right across his naked butt!

He grabs the extension cord and Hilda (smiles).

HILDA

Show him who’s the Daddy!

DAN

Jesse, it’s time for Daddy to straighten you out! Worrying 

ya Mama!

They exit to:

INT. KITCHEN

They enter looking around but Jesse’s gone. The lock is open and the window is open.

HILDA

He got out! (pause) But how?

DAN

He’ll show up and when he do…!

Hilda runs through the house searching for Jesse.

HILDA

Jesse! Jesse! Come out you

little squirt!

DAN

He’s gone, babe!

Hilda stops and returns to the kitchen and opens up the oven.

HILDA

Well, let’s sit down and eat…

DAN

You don’t want to go out and

look for him?

HILDA

Why bother?

DAN

Darn!

He throws down the extension cord.

EXT. CAR JUNKYARD – SAME TIME

Steve, Jesse and Natalie are walking around the old cars and see an old abandoned building in the back. They approach it slowly.

STEVE

(whispers)

Peek through the windows first.

They nod and spread out and peek through the window and see that it’s empty.

They enter

INT. BUILDING

They see old blankets stacked in a corner, a lamp and a Bar-B-Que grill and a bag of coal.

NATALIE

It’s perfect.

JESSE

Yeah.

Steve lifts up a pot on the table.

STEVE

It looks like somebody lives

here.

NATALIE

Let’s sleep in the cars.

STEVE

We should be alright.

Natalie gets a few blankets and spreads them out on the floor.

NATALIE

It’s no worse than home.

JESSE

At least I got a blanket.

EXT. PIER – VICTORIA, CANADA – 5AM – NEXT DAY

Anna Brown, a beautiful white lady, 35 years old, 5’4, 130lbs, with brown hair and blue eyes, sits on the pier with a fishing rod cast, and her crabpot submerged.

ANNA

Nothing would brighten up my

day like the smile of a child.

She looks up at the sky and then across the water with a tear flowing down her cheek.

ANNA (CONT’D)

But, I can’t have any kids…

INT. KITCHEN – LUCY’S HOUSE – 6AM – SAME DAY

Lucy puts her empty backpack on the table and fills it with cookies, lunchmeat, candy and other foods.

EXT. JUNKYARD – 6:45AM

Lucy walks around looking for Natalie, Steve and Jesse while carrying the heavy backpack.

LUCY

Hello!

She looks around as she walks.

LUCY (CONT’D)

Hello!

INT. BUILDING – SAME TIME

They are all asleep. Jesse is tossing around having a nightmare.

JESSE

(screams)

No, please don’t hurt me anymore! Please!

Steve and Natalie wake up and run over to him.

NATALIE

Whats wrong?

Jesse wakes up in a cold sweat and Natalie hugs him.

JESSE

Daddy Dan hurt me, he made me

lay on my stomach! He said, 

he’ll kill me if I ever tell Ma!

STEVE

We’re with you now and we’re

not going back!

Lucy enters and everyone looks at her.

LUCY

I heard a scream… is he OK?

Steve nods, Lucy unzips the backpack and then pours the food on the table.

NATALIE

(whispers)

Jesse, we have lots of food.

LUCY

I’m going with you, too. You’re

my friends. I have the money too.

STEVE

My English teacher, Mr. Smith

acted weird to me and he always

wanted me to stay after school.

I don’t know why because I never

talked in his class to anybody.

NATALIE

He was a pervert and he wanted to

touch you the wrong way.

LUCY

Why do grown-ups act this way?

STEVE

I don’t know.

NATALIE

Don’t nobody care about us!

Jesse stands with Natalie’s help and walks over to the table and opens a pack of cookies.

LUCY

He’s hungry again.

NATALIE

He haven’t ate a meal in four days.

STEVE

We all need to eat something.

EXT. JUNKYARD – 5PM

Two young BLACK MEN, mid 20’s, THEO and FACE, pants sagging way down, are walking toward the building.

THEO

Hey, fool! You just got out

last night?

FACE

They bugging down there in da

big house!

THEO

You see my boy, Pat?

FACE

Mushroom got ‘em! He cleans his

house.

THEO

Naw, man…

FACE

He gave it up, didn’t even fight.

THEO

Bump that! Let’s go get our money!

INT. BUILDING – SAME TIME

Jesse STOMPS his toe on an iron box under the table.

JESSE

Ouch!

Steve sees the box.

STEVE

Hey, whats in there?

He pulls the BOX OUT, opens it, and they see stacks of money.

NATALIE

We can buy candy ‘til we’re

grown.

LUCY

Hey, I hear somebody talking

outside.

Steve grabs three stacks of $20’s and stuffs them in the backpack along with some food.

STEVE

Lets get outta here!

EXT. JUNKYARD

They all run out the door as Steve runs with the backpack.

THEO

What the…?

FACE

Kids!

They run after the kids while holding their pants up.

FACE (CONT’D)

(shouts)

We gonna kill ya!

The kids run onto the street where there are people walking back and forth on the sidewalk.

THEO

Dang!

He stops as Face runs up to him.

FACE

Lost them!

INT. BUILDING – JUNKYARD – LATER

The two black men are counting the money in the iron box.

FACE (CONT’D)

You sure you didn’t short me?

THEO

We have over a half million 

dollars.

FACE

Those kids took some it and

I want it back!

They stuff the money in their sports bags.

THEO

We’ll see them again. Seattle

is only so big!

EXT. STREET – 7:45PM

Steve, Lucy, Natalie, and Jesse are walking down the sidewalk.

NATALIE

Jesse, are you hungry?

Jesse stretches his arms.

JESSE

Yeah, I feel a little stronger

now.

Lucy points at a McDonalds at a distance.

LUCY

McDonalds!

STEVE

Let’s go!

They all run with Jesse lagging not too far behind. Then they start to walk across the parking lot. Steve takes the backpack off and slips out a $20 bill.

LUCY

This looks like the McDonalds

my Dad takes me to sometimes.

STEVE

All McDonalds looks the same.

They LAUGH

LUCY

No, really because there’s a video arcade behind here on the other

street.

NATALIE

I never played one before.

STEVE

Me, either.

JESSE

My Ma wouldn’t even let me

listen to the radio.

Lucy opens the door to McDonalds.

LUCY

Tonight we are going to play

videos.

INT. MCDONALDS – LATER

They are all sitting at a table eating burgers, fries and drinking sodas.

JESSE

I’ve never used a computer except school, or been to a park or talked

on the phone.

Jesse takes a long GULP from his drink.

NATALIE

Nobody cares about us. My Mom

punches me in the face and slaps

me for nothing.

STEVE

My people don’t even know I’m

gone. All they do is drink beer

all the time and fight.

Jesse sits silent, blank faced. Lucy kisses him on the cheek.

Everybody LAUGHS as Jesse blushes.

NATALIE

Look at Jesse!

Steve looks at him (smiles).

LUCY

I know my parents are worried

but I turned off my cell phone.

NATALIE

You don’t have to come.

LUCY

I know but…

STEVE

(interrupts)

Your parents love you.

A man enters carrying a boom-box with the NEWS PLAYING.

RADIO (V.O.)

Four children are missing, all approximately nine years old, a

black boy, a white girl and boy,

and an Asian girl.

Everyone inside HEARS and the CASHIER look at them strangely then picks up the telephone.

NATALIE

Now, the police are after us.

JESSE

What are we going to do?

STEVE

Lucy, you go home and let’s get

outta here quietly and then lets

run.

They get up and start walking towards the door.

EXT. PARKING LOT

Once they are all outside they walk to the middle of the parking lot. A police car drives up to McDonalds with lights flashing.

NATALIE

There’s the police!

The Cashier points their way.

STEVE

Let’s split up and meet at pier 

70!

They all start to run in different directions. Lucy stays. The police pull up to her and she waves.

LUCY

Hello, Officer Mike!

OFFICER MIKE

Come with me, your Dad is worried

sick over you.

He opens the door to the backseat and Lucy gets in.

LUCY

(worried)

Am I under arrest?

OFFICER MIKE

No, I’m taking you home. Where

are the other kids going?

LUCY

I don’t know.

He gets in the car and takes off.

INT. POLICE CAR – MOVING

OFFICER MIKE

Where have you and your friends

been?

LUCY

Just playing and talking.

OFFICER MIKE

You don’t know where they’re

going?

LUCY

(smiles)

I don’t know. Hey, I love the

car ride.

OFFICER MIKE

It’s dangerous for kids your age

to be out all night without

supervision.

LUCY

My Dad tells me that too.

OFFICER MIKE

If you care about your friends,

you would tell me where they’re

going. You wouldn’t want to see

them get hurt, would ya?

LUCY

No, but they have already been

hurt!

OFFICER MIKE

What do you mean?

LUCY

Natalie’s mother punches and slaps

her in the face for nothing. Steve’s parents drink beer all the time and poor Jesse, his mother beats him, starves him and have him chained to



LUCY (CONT’D)

the kitchen table and his “Daddy Dan” makes him lie on his stomach and hurt him.

OFFICER MIKE

What?

LUCY

That’s why they ran away!

OFFICER MIKE

This is serious!

EXT. POLICE CAR – MOVING

He turns left and parks on the side the street. He gets out then opens the backdoor. Lucy gets out.

LUCY

Thanks for the ride, Officer

Mike!

OFFICER MIKE

Next time tell your parents where

you going.

She salutes him.

LUCY

OK, Officer Mike!

OFFICER MIKE

Now, let me see you walk up those

steps and get inside.

She walks up the steps, turns around and waves, then goes inside.

EXT. PIER 70 – LATER

Natalie is sitting on a bench when Jesse walks up to her then sits.

NATALIE

Hey, Jesse!

JESSE

You seen Steve yet?

NATALIE

No, but he’ll be here.

Seconds later, Steve walks toward them and Natalie sees him.

NATALIE (CONT’D)

There he is…

Steve comes and sits beside them out of breath with the backpack.

STEVE

I’m tired.

JESSE

Where we going to sleep tonight?

NATALIE

Hey, I got it! We can sleep in

the yachts on Fairview!

STEVE

Good idea, lets go!

They begin to walk down the sidewalk.

JESSE

I’m gonna miss Lucy.

NATALIE

Me, too.

STEVE

Lucy will be all right… I love

Lucy.

INT. POLICE CAR – MOVING – 1PM – NEXT DAY

Officer Mike is driving then picks up the radio.

OFFICER MIKE

I’m on my way to pick up an

alias “Daddy Dan” for questioning.

RADIO (V.O.)

10-4.

EXT. POLICE CAR – MOVING

He pulls up and stops at Jesse’s house. He gets out and walks up the steps. 

Dan is walking towards the house and sees Officer Mike and starts to run.

Officer Mike KNOCKS on the door and Hilda opens it.

OFFICER MIKE

May I come in?

HILDA

Yes, sure!

INT. LIVING ROOM

Officer Mike enters.

HILDA (CONT’D)

So, have you found my son?

OFFICER MIKE

No, we’re working on it, but I’m

here looking for Dan.

HILDA

(shocked)

Why? (pause) What did he do?

OFFICER MIKE

Do you know he was a convicted

child molester?

HILDA

No, I knew he did a little time

for robbery but this is news to me…

OFFICER MIKE

You know where he is now?

HILDA

He’s out looking for a job.

OFFICER MIKE

He’s in violation of parole just

coming to your house. I have a

warrant for his arrest.

HILDA

Oh, my God.

OFFICER MIKE

If you see him, tell him it’s

better if he turns himself in.

HILDA

I’ll do that…

OFFICER MIKE

Good day, Ma’am.

Officer Mike exits and Hilda closes the door.

HILDA

What have I done?

She falls in a chair and starts to CRY OUT LOUD.

EXT. STREET – SAME TIME

Dan watches the police car pull away and he walks up to Jesse’s house moments later. He KNOCKS on the door, Hilda opens it.

INT. LIVING ROOM

Dan enters as Hilda looks at him strangely.

HILDA

(snaps)

Get in here!

DAN

What did the police want?

HILDA

(screams)

You mess around with kids?

DAN

No, I didn’t do it!

She grabs him and THROWS him down on the floor then gets on top of him.

HILDA

I can always tell when you’re

lying!

(shouts)

Did you rape Jesse?

DAN

(snaps)

You didn’t care about him anyway!

You starved him half to death!

She PUNCHES him in the face repeatedly.

DAN (CONT’D)

(whimpers)

Please…

She stops and stares at him (angrily).

HILDA

Did you hurt my son?

DAN

(crying)

I’m sorry (pause) yes…

She stands then DRAGS him by the feet to the bedroom and SLAMS the door and secondS later, we hear a WHIPPING SOUND that continues as Dan CRIES OUT LOUD with every blow.

INT. LIVING ROOM – NATALIE’S HOUSE – 4PM – SAME TIME

Cynthia stands looking out the window.

CYNTHIA

Natalie, where are you?

EXT. POLICE CAR – MOVING – 6PM

Officer Mike is driving around.

EXT. STREET

Jesse, Natalie and Steve are walking through downtown Seattle and there are lots of people everywhere.

STEVE

If anything happens we meet at

pier 70 later.

Jesse and Natalie nod in agreement.

NATALIE

Let’s walk on the side of the 

street!

STEVE

The grown-ups are trying to run

us over!

They get off the sidewalk and walk on the side of the street as Natalie holds Jesse’s hand.

NATALIE

Are you OK, Jesse?

JESSE

Yeah.

EXT. POLICE CAR – MOVING

Quickly stops with lights flashing.

NATALIE

Let’s get outta here!

They begin to run through PIKE’S MARKET PLACE. The POLICE get out of their car and begin to chase after them.

POLICEMAN #1

Hey, stop!

A SECOND POLICE CAR stops with lights flashing. Officer Mike gets out and joins in the chase.

OFFICER MIKE

(shouts)

It’s time to put an end to this

cat and mouse game!

Natalie and Jesse are running to the pier and Steve has taken a around-about direction to throw off the police following him.

Policeman #1 looks around but loses Steve in the crowd. 

Officer Mike runs up to Policeman #1 and shakes his head and they slowly return to their cars.

EXT. PIER 70 – LATER

Jesse and Natalie wait for Steve while looking around carefully for trouble.

NATALIE

I hope they didn’t catch him.

Steve walks up looking behind him.

STEVE

We made it!

The two BLACK MEN come out of a club dressed in suits and sees them.

FACE

It’s those kids who stole our

money!

THEO

Lets get ‘em!

They run towards Natalie, Jesse and Steve’s way, Natalie sees them coming.

NATALIE

Look over there!

STEVE

It’s those guys from the junkyard!

They run down the pier with the two black men following from about 100 yards behind them. Steve sees a boat.

STEVE (CONT’D)

Hurry! Lets get in the boat!

Natalie helps Jesse in and then she gets in and Steve follows. He unties the rope and the boat floats away slowly.

Steve takes off the backpack and looks inside the boat.

STEVE (CONT’D)

We have paddles, engine and a can

of gas!

The two black men reach the dock and just watch the boat go drift out farther.

FACE

I’m gonna get those kids!

Natalie picks up a bag and pulls out a compass, a cell phone and a flashlight.

NATALIE

This should come in handy.

JESSE

Will we ever get any peace?

STEVE

We should be OK for a while.

Victoria, Canada is just up the

sound.

JESSE

Sound?

STEVE

Puget Sound.

The boat continues to drift outward from the pier.

EXT. DOCK

The two black men find a small boat.

FACE

Lets get in this boat!

THEO

You know how to drive one of

these things?

They get into the boat.

FACE

There’s nothing to it!

He unties the rope, CRANKS THE ENGINE then drives off in pursuit.

INT. KID’S BOAT

Natalie sees them approaching fast.

NATALIE

We got to get outta here, fast!

Steve and Jesse see the two black men coming.

STEVE

Oh, no.

Steve CRANKS THE ENGINE and falls down hurting his arm.

STEVE (CONT’D)

Dang!

He holds his arm as he rises up.

NATALIE

Hurry! Hurry! They’re gaining

on us!

STEVE

Jesse, take the throttle and get

us out of here!

Jesse nervously takes the throttle and they TAKE OFF FAST with the two black men closing in.

NATALIE

(nervous)

They’re going to catch us! Faster!

Jesse turns around to watch the two black men and unintentionally turns the boat and it’s headed directly into the ferry.

The 3 kids don’t notice because they’re watching the two black men behind them.

INT. TWO BLACK MEN’S BOAT

THEO

We gaining on ‘em!

FACE

I’m gonna drown them when we catch 

‘em!

THEO

I’m gonna take off my belt and whup 

‘em first!

INT. KID’S BOAT

They barely miss the BOW OF THE FERRY, Steve and Natalie SCREAMS when they notice what has happened and Jesse turns around looking WIDE-EYED.

JESSE

(smiles)

Wow!

NATALIE

Watch where you’re going!

STEVE

Give me the throttle!

Steve takes the throttle. The two black men are gaining on them when a large log floats up in front of their boat.

INT. TWO BLACK MEN’S BOAT

THEO

(screams)

Steer away from the log! 

Face tries desperately to clear the log but the boat hits it and FLIES HIGH IN THE AIR and THROWS them out as the boat capsizes.

INT. KID’S BOAT

NATALIE

Look!

She points and they see the two black men boat overturned and they all LAUGH.

JESSE

(smiles)

That’ll teach them for messing

with us!

Natalie and Jesse hi-five.

NATALIE

(smiles)

Yeah!

INT. BEDROOM – LUCY’S HOUSE – SAME TIME

Lucy is lying in bed CRYING.

LUCY

I hope they will be OK…

She raises up on the bed then picks up the remote and turns on the TELEVISION.

NEWSCASTER (V.O.)

In current local news, one child

has been found, if you have seen

these kids.

PICTURES of Natalie, Jesse and Steve are on TELEVISION.

LUCY

I hope you guys make it…

INT. KID’S BOAT – LATER

Natalie gazes at Jesse curiously.

JESSE

Why you looking at me like that?

NATALIE

I was wondering.

JESSE

About what?

NATALIE

How did you use the bathroom

being tied to the table?

Jesse’s facial expression changes as he gazes up into the sky.

JESSE

I pissed on myself and my Ma 

would come in yelling and she’d

mop it up and the mop would some-

times hit me in the face full of

soap and my eyes burned. Then if

I doo doo on myself, she would

take me outside and hose me down 

and I’d sleep naked on the floor

while my pants dry outside because

she said, my clothes wasn’t worth 

the electricity to put them in the dryer.

Natalie starts CRYING and Steve SNIFFLES,with watery eyes.

STEVE

(broken voice)

I hope we make it to Canada.

Jesse lies down in the boat and curls up into a fetal position, withdrawn from the outer world.

NATALIE

I’m sorry, Jesse.

JESSE

It’s OK.

EXT. DOCK – SAME TIME

The two black men swim to shore and start walking.

THEO

Man, we ain’t gonna catch those

kids!

FACE

The hell with them! I better never

ever see them again!

THEO

We probably won’t.

FACE

I was just saying, you see what

I’m saying?

Theo nods.

FACE (CONT’D)

Lets go put on some dry clothes

and get drunk.

They walk up to the pier.

EXT. JESSE’S HOUSE – 8PM

Police car stops and parks on the side the street. Officer Mike gets out.

INT. LIVING ROOM

Hilda peeks out the window and sees him coming.

HILDA

(shouts)

Dan, you jerk! You’re in trouble

now!

Dan is tied up in a chair in a corner.

DAN

Please, let me go!

HILDA

You’re going to jail! I hope they

rape you until you die! Cheating

on me with my son!

The doorbell RINGS.

DAN

Please!

She walks to the door and looks at Dan.

HILDA

It’s showtime!

She opens the door, Officer Mike enters and sees Dan.

OFFICER MIKE

You got him!

HILDA

He raped my son!

Officer Mike unties him, then handcuffs him.

DAN

Hilda, I can’t believe you did

this to me!

INT. KID’S BOAT – LATER

The boat engine begins to SPUTTER losing power.

NATALIE

I think we’re running out of gas.

STEVE

Yeah.

The ENGINE STOPS. Jesse gets up and hands Steve the can of gas. Steve opens the gas cap and pours the gas in.

STEVE (CONT’D)

(serious)

You guys.

NATALIE

What?

Jesse looks at them.

STEVE

My English teacher touched me and

made me feel funny too.

NATALIE

What?

STEVE

Yeah…

Steve places the gas can down and screws the gas cap on without making eye contact.

JESSE

I hate them! All of them!

NATALIE

I told you, you can’t trust grown people.

Steve CRANKS the engine and they start moving again.

STEVE

All we have to do is go north and

we’ll be out of the Sound.

JESSE

Which way is north?

NATALIE

How do we know we’re going in the

right direction?

STEVE

Get the compass!

Jesse reaches inside the bag, then pulls out the compass.

JESSE

How does it work?

NATALIE

Let me see it!

She takes the compass and the arrow is pointing north.

NATALIE (CONT’D)

We’re going in the right way.

STEVE

I hope we have enough gas.

NATALIE

Do you guys believe in Jesus?

STEVE

Yeah.

JESSE

I prayed to him when I was hungry

that he would just let me die.

NATALIE

Jesus don’t like grown ups who

hurt kids, that’s what the Bible

says.

JESSE

Then why do they do it?

NATALIE

I don’t know.

STEVE

Because they’re grown and bigger

than us.

Natalie pulls the cell phone out of the bag.

STEVE (CONT’D)

When we reach a big island we go



STEVE (CONT’D)

left and then we go northwest and  then… 

(smiles)

We’ll see lights.

He motions his hands in the air while looking up to the sky.

STEVE (CONT’D)

We’ll see lights… Victoria!

JESSE

Hey, who you calling?

Natalie is dialing on the cell phone.

NATALIE

Lucy.

STEVE

I wish she was here.

NATALIE

It went straight to her voice-

mail.

JESSE

She must be sleep.

INT. ANNA’S HOUSE – LIVING ROOM – SAME TIME

Anna is sitting and painting a picture of children playing in the park.

ANNA 

(whispers)

My little babies. May as well

paint them since I don’t have

any.

She puts the paint brush down then gets up and wipes her hands on a rag.

ANNA (CONT’D)

I need to get some sleep so I can

fish in the morning.

She turns out the lights and sits in a recliner.

INT. KID’S BOAT – 12AM – NEXT DAY

The island is in view from a distance, Natalie points.

NATALIE

There’s the island!

Jesse wakes up.

STEVE

Just need to go left and in two 

hours we’ll be in Victoria.

He steers the rudder left and they see a cruise ship up ahead moving at a slow speed.

JESSE

Wow, look at that ship! It’s 

so big…

A yacht passes by them with LOUD MUSIC PLAYING and people drinking, dancing and TALKING.

NATALIE

I hate it when grown people drink. That’s when they start fighting.

JESSE

And acting stupid!

STEVE

Do anyone want to go back?

NATALIE

No!

STEVE

How about you, Jesse?

JESSE

No way, I feel free!

NATALIE

And hungry.

JESSE

I want some food like fried 

chicken, mashed potatoes, 

apple pie and ice cream.

Jesse opens the backpack and takes out a pack of potato chips.

JESSE (CONT’D)

These potato chips is real 

good when you don’t have 

anything else.

He opens the chips and starts eating, CRUNCHING LOUD.

NATALIE

(to Jesse)

How could your mother hate you?

You’re so much fun and cute and

nice?

JESSE

The doctor said, I’m hyperactive.

NATALIE

So…

JESSE

My Ma said, it drives her nuts 

so she punishes me.

NATALIE

That’s not your fault…

STEVE

It’s nobody’s fault, they just

don’t want us.

NATALIE

I know.

INT. CYNTHIA’S HOUSE – BEDROOM – 5AM

The alarm clock RINGS, she awakes and looks at the clock then turns it off.

Later, she gets up and takes out a pair of jeans and a white t-shirt and enters.

INT. BATHROOM

She turns on the water with a towel covering her.

CYNTHIA

Where are you, Natalie?

INT. COFFEE SHOP – 6AM

Officer Mike is sitting reading the newspaper and sipping coffee. Headline reads, “Three Kids Still Missing.” In smaller print, “Convicted Molester Picked Up at Child’s Home.”

Cynthia enters and walks up to the expresso line.

CYNTHIA (CONT’D)

Give me a Kenya black.

She gazes over at Officer Mike while the clerk fixes her coffee. She reaches into her pocket and pays the clerk.

Officer Mike looks up and catches her glance. She gets her coffee then walks over to his table.

CYNTHIA (CONT’D)

May I sit down?

OFFICER MIKE

Help yourself.

She sits and sips her coffee.

CYNTHIA

Have you heard anything about

Natalie?

OFFICER MIKE

They’re somewhere running around

out there or hiding in a old house

or building but we’ll find them.

CYNTHIA

What about that Asian girl, Lucy?

OFFICER MIKE

She doesn’t know where they’re at 

or so she says.

CYNTHIA

Maybe, I can talk to her?

OFFICER MIKE

If you think it would help.

CYNTHIA

I’m going to stop by the school

this morning.

OFFICER MIKE

Wish I could come but I got to go

on patrol in 30 minutes.

CYNTHIA

I understand.

INT. KID’S BOAT – SAME TIME

They’re all asleep when the boat runs AGROUND in Victoria. They wake up startled.

NATALIE

What? Is this Victoria?

STEVE

Yeah, sure is.

They get out the boat and take their belongings and the cell phone.

EXT. SHORE LINE

JESSE

Why don’t you try to call Lucy

again?

They all sit close to each other on the shore as Natalie calls Lucy.

INT. LUCY’S HOUSE – BEDROOM 

Lucy is combing her hair when her cell phone RINGS. She picks it up.

LUCY

Hello!

INTERCUT TO:

EXT. SHORE LINE

NATALIE

This is Natalie!

INTERCUT BACK TO:

INT. LUCY’S BEDROOM

LUCY

I’ve been worried about you guys,

are you all OK?

NATALIE (O.S.)

Yes, we love you and we miss

you!

LUCY

I love you guys, too. Where are

you at?

NATALIE (O.S.)

We are in Victoria, Canada. We

were running from the two black

guys. We got in a boat and they

chased us, then their boat turned

over.

LUCY

(laughs)

Yeah.

NATALIE (O.S.)

So, we were up all night sailing

and now we’re here.

LUCY

Sounds like fun. Send me a post

card when you get a chance. I wish

I was with you.

STEVE (O.S.)

Hi, Lucy!

LUCY

Hello, Steve!

STEVE (O.S.)

Jesse loves you, too!

(laughs)

LUCY

I love him, too!

JESSE (O.S.)

Hi!

LUCY

How is my baby, Jesse?

JESSE (O.S.)

Fine.

NATALIE (O.S.)

We will call you back.

LUCY

OK.

EXT. SHORE LINE

They start walking.

JESSE

Where are we going?

STEVE

To find somewhere to stay and

look around.

EXT. PIER – SAME TIME

Anna has her fishing line cast and crabpot submerged sitting in a lawn chair.

ANNA

These fish ain’t biting today.

She stands and pulls up the crabpot and it’s full of crab.

ANNA (CONT’D)

But these babies are really

coming in!

She drops them in a five gallon bucket with water. She looks down and sees Natalie, Steve and Jesse coming her way.

ANNA (CONT’D)

(shouts, smiles)

Why ain’t you kids getting ready

for school?

They don’t hear as they come closer to the pier.

EXT. SHORE LINE

Steve points at Anna.

STEVE

Somebody’s up there fishing!

NATALIE

Maybe they can tell us something.

JESSE

Can we trust them?

STEVE

We’ll just say that we just got

in town with our parents.

Jesse smiles.

NATALIE

Good idea!

EXT. PIER

Anna watches them as they come up closer. She WAVES (smiling).

ANNA

(shouts)

Hello!

They wave back and climb up the ladder one at a time. Steve makes it topside the pier first, then Natalie and Steve reach down and help Jesse up top.

NATALIE

(whispers)

I hope she’s not crazy.

STEVE

Don’t you guys worry.

They walk up to Anna and sit but Jesse remains standing.

NATALIE

We just got in town and we’re

lost. Can you show us where 

Downtown is?

ANNA

Where you from and where’s your

parents?

STEVE

Our parents are in the… what’s

the name of that hotel?

NATALIE

Red Westerner!

ANNA

No need to tell me that, I know 

who you are.

JESSE

(nervous)

Are you going to turn us in?

ANNA

Nope.

She stands and pull up the crabpot and empties the crab in the bucket.

ANNA (CONT’D)

You see, I don’t have any kids… 

I prayed and I hope but I could 

never be so lucky.

NATALIE

(smiles)

Really?

ANNA

If you help me pack this stuff, 

you can come home with me!

Steve grabs the bucket (smiles), and Natalie gets the tackle box while Jesse carries the backpack.

INT. SCHOOL – PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE – 8AM

Lucy sits at a table as Cynthia sits in front of her.

CYNTHIA

Do you know where Natalie is?

LUCY

I don’t know. Last time I saw her

was at McDonalds.

CYNTHIA

Look, I love my daughter just like

your parents love you!

LUCY

Are you sure?

CYNTHIA

What are you talking about?

LUCY

That’s not what she told me.

CYNTHIA

I discipline her but that’s no

reason to run away… just tell 

me where she’s at!

Lucy shakes her head.

LUCY

Like I told you and the police,

I don’t know.

CYNTHIA

(screams)

I think you do but you just won’t

tell!

Lucy stands and walks to the door then turns around.

LUCY

I got to go to class so my mom

won’t punch me in the face.

She walks out and Cynthia begins to CRY.

EXT. PIER – SAME TIME

Jesse, Natalie and Steve are walking slowly with Anna.

ANNA

Once we get to my house, I’m going

to bake you all some cookies then

we’ll talk and get to know each

other.

NATALIE

That’s all Jesse talks about is 

eating a home cooked meal. Fried chicken and mashed potatoes.

ANNA

I’m Anna, which one of you boys 

is Jesse?

STEVE

I’m Steve and he’s Jesse.

Steve points at Jesse.

ANNA

Can’t he talk?

STEVE

We are scared of grown people.

ANNA

Why?

NATALIE

Because they treat us mean and 

beat us for nothing.

ANNA

Children need a little discipline sometimes.

Steve stops and puts down the bucket.

STEVE

Jesse, take off your shirt.

Jesse drops the backpack then takes off his shirt and turns around so Anna can see it.

ANNA

(disbelief)

Oh, my God…

STEVE

His mother had him chained to the

table and sat at the table eating

while he starved for four days.

Jesse puts the shirt back on and Anna hugs him. He looks up at her, (smiling, nervously).

ANNA

Now, I understand. I was abused

too, when I was a little girl.

NATALIE

Your voice sounds so nice.

STEVE

Sweet as sugar. “Sugar Mama!”

They LAUGH and Anna (smiles).

NATALIE

Can we call you, “Sugar Mama?”

ANNA

Sure, but lets get to my house.

Come on, let’s go!

They pick up the things and starts back walking.

ANNA (CONT’D)

My mom kicked me in the stomach

and beat me when I was fourteen

so bad, I think that’s why I can’t

have kids. I promised myself I would 

never treat my daughter that way.

She gazes at all of them for a moment.

ANNA (CONT’D)

All of you are so beautiful to me.

God must have sent you to me.

INT. HOTEL ROOM – LATER

Face is drinking a beer and listening to rap music sitting in a chair. Theo enters with a newspaper and sits on the bed. He unfolds the newspaper and sees the kid’s picture.

THEO

Hey, man!

FACE

What, Dog?

THEO

Those kids that stole our money

is runaways.

FACE

Yeah.

THEO

They was last seen at McDonalds 



THEO (CONT’D)

and a vacant lot, I know where 

that street is…

FACE

We need to go shake it up! Teach 

all them kids a lesson.

He grabs the sports bag and pulls out an AUTOMATIC ASSAULT WEAPON and waves it in the air.

FACE (CONT’D)

Huh?

THEO

Yeah, that’s the cure.

FACE

Then we come back, get drunk again,

call up a few women and you know 

the rest.

INT. ANNA’S HOUSE – KITCHEN – NOON

Jesse, Natalie and Steve are sitting at the table while Anna is cooking on the stove.

ANNA

Jesse, you like the smell of my

fried chicken?

JESSE

Its smells good!

ANNA

I have some fruit juice in the refrigerator and you can help 

yourself.

Natalie goes and gets the juice out of the refrigerator and places it on the table.

NATALIE

Where is the cups?

ANNA

Oh, there in the cabinet.

She points.

Natalie gets the cups and places them on the table then sits and everyone passes the juice around after filling their cups.

STEVE

Do you watch football?

ANNA

I’m a Seattle Seahawk fan!

STEVE

Seahawk?

He LAUGHS LOUD.

ANNA

Who’s your team?

STEVE

I like the Cowboys but I only get

to watch a little because my 

oldest brother get drunk and want 

to fight.

ANNA

You can watch the Cowboys, I have 

cable and what I don’t have, I 

will get.

JESSE

Cartoons and Saturday shows?

ANNA

Yeah.

NATALIE

I like watching love stories.

ANNA

Oh, yeah? No problem.

JESSE

Wow!

Anna walks to the cabinet and gets four plates and sets them in front of them. Then puts the plate of fried chicken on the table.

ANNA

Everybody ready?

JESSE

Yeah!

ANNA

Help yourselves!

EXT. VACANT LOT – 6PM 

Lucy sits alone on the log as the other kids are throwing a football.

INT. RED CAR – MOVING SLOWLY

Theo is driving as Face pulls out the automatic assault gun. When they come to the vacant lot, he aims and starts firing.

EXT. VACANT LOT

The kids RUN, SCREAMING and there is total CHAOS. Lucy falls to the ground.

LUCY

Oh, my God!

Later, AMBULANCES, POLICE, PARENTS and NEIGHBORS are on the scene.

Lucy stands looking on in shock when Officer Mike walks up to her.

OFFICER MIKE

Lucy, are you OK?

LUCY

Yes, why would someone want to 

do this? The whole world is crazy!

She starts to CRY.

OFFICER MIKE

Come on, I’ll give you a ride 

home.

He takes her to his police car and they get in.

INT. POLICE CAR – MOVING

OFFICER MIKE (CONT’D)

This neighborhood is really 

changing and you kids got to be 

more careful.

LUCY

(crying)

Yeah. 

OFFICER MIKE

Everything will be alright.

He looks at her concerned.

EXT. POLICE CAR – MOVING

He stops on the side the street at her house.

INT. POLICE CAR

OFFICER MIKE (CONT’D)

Well, here we are.

Lucy gets out and her cell phone falls out of her pocket. Officer Mike drives away. He stops at a red light and the cell phone slides on the mat and he sees it, picks it up wondering.

INT. ANNA’S HOUSE – LIVING ROOM – SAME TIME

Natalie is sitting at Anna’s computer sending Lucy an email as Anna sits on the couch with Jesse and Steve on each side. She looks at Steve (smiles).

ANNA

Hey, you wanna wrestle?

STEVE

You can’t wrestle!

She grabs him cautiously, carefully and wrestles him onto the carpet.

Jesse and Natalie LAUGH as Anna and Steve wrestle, soon Anna pins him down.

ANNA

1,2,3! I win!

Steve lies prone and out of breath (smiling). Anna looks at Jesse.

ANNA (CONT’D)

Jesse, want to wrestle?

Jesse shakes his head.

STEVE

I’ll get you the next time.

Steve stands up.

ANNA

OK, Jesse…

Anna stands and gets Jesse, gives him a big hug the kisses him on the cheek and he blushes.

NATALIE

(laughs)

Look, Jesse likes that!

Steve LAUGH LOUD.

ANNA

(to Steve)

Yours is coming too!

STEVE

I rather wrestle again – but 

tomorrow.

NATALIE

(taughts)

Steve is shy too.

Anna lets Jesse go and sits on the carpet (quietly). Anna looks at them (smiling).

ANNA

I’m gonna get you too, Natalie!

Natalie LAUGHS and Steve looks at her GIGGLING.

JESSE

Can I watch cartoons?

ANNA

Sure, honey.

Anna picks up the remote and turns on the TELEVISION and hands Jesse the remote.

JESSE

Thanks, “Sugar Mama!”

Anna sits on the couch.

ANNA

You kids need some clothes, need

to take a bath too. I have towels,

soap and perfume for you, Natalie.

NATALIE

(smiles)

Really!

ANNA

Yeah, make-up, lipstick, powder 

and bunch of stuff back there 

in the other bedroom.

INT. BATHROOM – LATER

Jesse is taking a bath playing with bubbles. Anna comes and KNOCKS on the door.

ANNA (O.S.)

Are you OK?

JESSE

Yeah!

INT. POLICE STATION – 8AM – NEXT DAY

Officer Mike is sitting at his desk sipping coffee looking at Lucy’s cell phone.

OFFICER MIKE

I can’t call but if I text message every number I might come up with something.

He opens up the phone and begins to text the first number.

(text message reads)

“hello, how r u?”

INT. ANNA’S HOUSE – NATALIE’S BEDROOM – SAME TIME

Natalie is in bed and HEARS the cell phone on the night stand.

(cell phone)

“new message”

She wakes (smiling) picking up the cell phone and sees Lucy’s number.

NATALIE

Lucy!

She text messages back.

(text message reads)

“We are having so much fun wish 

U were with us. We eat good and 

Jesse is gaining weight.”

INT. POLICE STATION

Officer Mike reads the message.

OFFICER MIKE

Jackpot!

He texts back.

(text message reads)

Is Steve ok?

He waits for a while.

(cell phone)

“new message”

He reads the message. “YES”

INT. JESSE’S HOUSE – LIVING ROOM 9AM

Hilda is watching TELEVISION and drinking a beer. The telephone RINGS.

HILDA

Oh, shoot! Who could this be?

She picks up the phone.

HILDA (CONT’D)

Hello!

OFFICER MIKE (O.S.)

This is Officer Mike, we have a 

lead on your son.

HILDA

How is he?

OFFICER MIKE (O.S.)

He seem to be alright from all indications.

HILDA

You know where he is?

OFFICER MIKE

Somewhere in Victoria, Canada.

HILDA

Canada?

INT. CYNTHIA’S HOUSE

We see Cynthia on the phone but it’s not audible. Her faces tells it all as she hears the news.

INT. STEVE’S HOUSE

A young black male, his OLDER BROTHER is talking on the PHONE which is not audible as well.

EXT. PIER – VICTORIA, CANADA – SAME TIME

Steve is holding a fishing rod in the water and so is Jesse.

ANNA

That’s it, Steve.

Natalie observes the crabpot with Anna.

ANNA (CONT’D)

(to Natalie)

It’ll be full in an hour.

NATALIE

Really?

ANNA

(smiles)

Yeah, real good eating when we 

get home.

STEVE

“Sugar Mama!”

ANNA

Yeah?

STEVE

Do you have a job?

ANNA

No, I won the lottery five years ago 

and every man I met was after my 

money. Single, married, gay, you 

name it!

STEVE

Is gay when a man likes other men?

ANNA

Yea, but not like friends, its like husband and wife.

They all starts LAUGHING.

ANNA (CONT’D)

Well, what’s funny? (pause) Funny people, huh? Some of them are nice 

but you got to look out for them.

NATALIE

That sounds like all grown people

to me.

A fish jumps up on Jesse’s line.

ANNA

Jesse, reel it in!

Jesse begins to reel in the fish.

INT. JESSE’S HOUSE – LIVING ROOM – NOON

Hilda is watching TELEVISION and drinking beer.

HILDA

(utters)

When I get my hands on Jesse.

She finishes the beer and crushes the can and throws it on the floor.

The door bell RINGS.

HILDA (CONT’D)

Who the hell is this?

She gets up and opens the door and it’s a WHITE LADY, mid 50’s, blonde hair and professional dress attire from Child Protective Service.

CPS LADY

I’m from Child Protective Service

and I’m here to ask you a couple 

of questions about Jesse. May I 

come in?

HILDA

Jesse is not here, don’t you read

the newspapers?

CPS LADY

I can get the police to issue a 

warrant, we have allegation of 

criminal abuse to a minor.

HILDA

All right, come in…

INT. ANNA’S HOUSE – LIVING ROOM – SAME TIME

Anna enters along with the kids carrying fishing gear, buckets and the likes.

ANNA

We have lots of crabs and fish. 

I’m gonna start a fire on the 

grill outside.

EXT. ANNA’S BACKYARD – LATER

We see an iron pot on the grill boiling the crab and fish. All them are sitting in lawn chairs.

JESSE

How long will it take?

ANNA

It’ll be ready in about an hour.

STEVE

I’ve never had any crab before.

Natalie sits (quiet).

NATALIE

Hey guys, Lucy text message me 

this morning.

STEVE

She did?

ANNA

Who is Lucy?

NATALIE

A friend in Seattle, she’s our 

best friend.

ANNA

Maybe she can come visit sometime?

STEVE

Then they’ll find us, you know… 

the grown ups.

JESSE

(pouts)

No! I’m never going back!

NATALIE

Me, neither!

INT. HOTEL ROOM – 7PM

Theo is ARGUING LOUD with a YOUNG BLACK GIRL as Face is sitting with another BLACK GIRL in his lap sipping on a beer.

FACE

Slap that hoe! That’ll shut her

up! (pause) It’s other bitches 

out there that you can get with!

THEO

Shut the hell up!

He SLAPS her and she FALLS TO THE FLOOR and Face LAUGHS. The Young Black Girl gathers herself holding her stinging cheek and stands.

THEO (CONT’D)

Get the hell out of here!

He opens the door and the Black Girl RUNS OUT SCREAMING.

THEO (CONT’D)

(shouts)

You ain’t getting paid tonight!

FACE

(shouts)

Next time, you get shot!

EXT. STREET

The Young Black Girl RUNS DOWN the street and takes out her cell phone and calls the police. 

We can hear LOUD MUSIC emanating from the hotel room.

INT. HOTEL ROOM

FACE (CONT’D)

Hey man, just call up another 

hoe!

EXT. HOTEL – LATER

We see police cars outside the hotel LIGHTS FLASHING and SIRENS BLASTING.

INT. HOTEL ROOM

Theo and Face are frantic looking out of the window.

THEO

What we gonna do?

FACE

I’m gonna shoot their ass!

He pulls the automatic weapon out of the bag.

THEO

They’ll kill us! They kill us, 

man!

He grabs Face.

FACE

Hey man, what’s wrong with you?

THEO

Let’s give up, they don’t have 

nothing on us!

Face exhales, calms down and nods his head.

EXT. HOTEL

The police have Theo and Face handcuffed walking to the police car. Another Policeman has the automatic weapon in his hand.

INT. LUCY’S HOUSE – BEDROOM – SAME TIME

Lucy is sitting at her computer and sees the e-mail Natalie sent her.

LUCY

(smiles)

I need their address to send them

a post card.

She types in “I need your address to send a post card,” and sends the email.

EXT. LUCY’S HOUSE – 7AM – NEXT DAY

Police car stops on the side the street and Officer Mike gets out and walks up the steps, KNOCKS on the door. He waits for a moment as kids are walking to school. Lucy opens the door.

LUCY (CONT’D)

(smiles)

Hello, Officer Mike!

OFFICER MIKE

(sternly)

Where is your parents?

LUCY

They’re at work.

OFFICER MIKE

Come with me, you got some 

explaining to do, young lady.

INT. POLICE STATION – LATER

Officer Mike sits at his desk as Lucy sits in front of him. He opens his desk drawer and comes out with Lucy’s cell phone.

LUCY

(smiles)

You didn’t have to bring me down

here to give me my cell phone.

OFFICER MIKE

Stop it! I texted messaged your friends… and they replied. They’re 

in Canada.

Lucy’s (smile wanes). Officer Mike’s telephone RINGS

OFFICER MIKE

Officer Mike!

(O.S.)

Ballistics shows a match.

OFFICER MIKE

From the automatic weapon?

(O.S.)

Yeah, it’s also linked to a couple 

of crimes.

OFFICER MIKE

Okay, thanks!

He hangs up and looks at Lucy straight-faced.

OFFICER MIKE (CONT’D)

Lucy, I told you that you got to 

talk to me. Those kids have parents just like you and they’re worried 

sick.

LUCY

You’re mean, just like all the 

other grown ups, I’ve seen how 

their parents treat them.

OFFICER MIKE

What are you talking about?

Lucy starts CRYING.

OFFICER MIKE (CONT’D)

Come on now, Lucy. What did you 

see?

LUCY

We decided to run away, Jesse was chained to the kitchen table and 

his back was covered with bloody 

marks and he hadn’t eaten in four

days…

OFFICER MIKE

Why didn’t you tell me?

LUCY

(sobbing)

Steve hadn’t ate in two days and Natalie’s mother punches her in 

the face…

OFFICER MIKE

Honey, why didn’t you come to me?

LUCY

They don’t trust anybody grown 

because of the way they treat them!

OFFICER MIKE

You will help your friends if you testify in court.

Lucy nods her head.

LUCY

OK.

OFFICER MIKE

Is everything alright with you 

at home?

LUCY

My dad is the greatest.

OFFICER MIKE

Your mother?

LUCY

Yeah.

OFFICER MIKE

You can go now, I’ll have somebody

to drop you off at school.

Lucy stands and walks out slowly.

INT. LUCY’S HOUSE – BEDROOM – LATER

The police are taking her computer out.

INT. ANNA’S HOUSE – LIVINGROOM – LATER

The kids are lying on the rug.

NATALIE

(exhales)

I could live here forever…

JESSE

Me, too.

STEVE

You guys sure she’s not up to 

something?

NATALIE

She’s nice.

JESSE

Yeah.

STEVE

But ain’t all grown-ups nice at

first?

NATALIE

Yeah, but “Sugar Mama” is different.

Anna enters with big shopping bags.

ANNA

Hello, kids!

They see the bags and jump up (excited) surrounding her.

STEVE

Oh boy, is that for us?

ANNA

Yes, clothes for Jesse, for you

and Natalie.

She gives them the bag.

JESSE

Wow!

They go through the bags (smiling).

INT. POLICE STATION – 5PM

A policeman escorts Hilda in handcuffs.

HILDA

I never put no marks on Jesse!

Officer Mike walks up to her and stops.

OFFICER MIKE

We have a credible witness who 

said, you did.

HILDA

Who, Dan?

OFFICER MIKE

I said, credible witness.

OFFICER MIKE (CONT’D)

(to officer)

Book her for malicious assault on 

a minor and torture.

HILDA

You can’t do this to me!

The policeman takes her away and Officer Mike walks to his desk.

OFFICER MIKE

I’d run away too under those circumstances. Why do some people 

have kids anyway?

INT. CYNTHIA’S HOUSE – BEDROOM – NIGHT

She lies beside NATE, a TALL WHITE MAN, 30’S, bald head who is asleep.

CYNTHIA

Nate, Nate!

She pushes his arm.

NATE

What?

CYNTHIA

I wanna talk.

NATE

In the morning…

He rolls over.

CYNTHIA

I need to know.

NATE

Know what?

CYNTHIA

If this is a one night stand.

NATE

I’ll tell you in the morning.

CYNTHIA

I need to know right now, I can’t

sleep.

NATE

Yeah, Yeah.

CYNTHIA

You don’t appear to be worried 

about my feelings. Do you even 

care?

NATE

Yeah, I care…

She sits up in the bed looking down at him.

CYNTHIA

I don’t like the way you said 

that!

He sits up in the bed looking at her.

NATE

The way I said what?

CYNTHIA

What’s the use?

She gets out of bed (angrily).

NATE

What’s wrong?

CYNTHIA

(snaps)

Get your clothes and get out!

NATE

The bus stopped running!

He gets out of bed and tries to hold her but she pushes him away.

CYNTHIA

Leave me alone and get out!

NATE

Come on!

CYNTHIA

Get out, before I call the 

police!

Nate snatches the phone cord from the wall.

NATE

(angrily)

Go ahead, call ‘em! Starting 

trouble where there ain’t none!

She runs up to him fighting and he pushes her down.

CYNTHIA

You’re just like all the others!

NATE

How many have it been?

CYNTHIA

You’ll never know and you wasn’t

the best I had!

He picks her up from the floor by the arm, dragging her and sits on the side of the bed forcing her across his knee.

NATE

(shouts)

Someone should have spanked your

butt a long time ago.

He begins to spank her butt with his hand.

INT. ANNA’S HOUSE – LIVING ROOM – SAME TIME

They’re all sitting watching TELEVISION and the kids are sleepy.

ANNA

Hey kids, I think it’s time for

beddy bye!

STEVE

We just want to be with you.

ANNA

How sweet.

NATALIE

Have you ever been married?

ANNA

Well, a couple of times before 

I won the lottery.

NATALIE

Were the men nice?

ANNA

Give you a little womanly advice, 

they all are at first – then (BAM!) they change on you almost overnight.

Natalie looks at Steve.

NATALIE

That’s why you understand us?

ANNA

I would never change on you, I’ll always be the same.

She points her finger in the air.

ANNA (CONT’D)

Now, I might get mad at ya and 

scream but I’ll always love you 
guys.

She starts to CRY.

ANNA (CONT’D)

Even if they take you away.

Jesse walks over and hugs her.

STEVE

Don’t cry, “Sugar Mama.” We ain’t

going nowhere.

ANNA

(crying)

One day they’ll find ya and take 

you away. It’s not really up to us.

Steve and Natalie get up and hug her also.

NATALIE

It is up to us! If they take us 

we’ll come right back!

JESSE

Yeah!

STEVE

We really mean it!

ANNA

You got to go to school and learn

and a whole bunch of other things.

STEVE

We’ll find a way and everything 

will work out fine!

ANNA

(sniffles)

Well, maybe.

NATALIE

Sure.

Anna stands up and looks at them.

ANNA

Now, you guys really, really

need to go to bed.

Steve and Natalie run off to their bedrooms.

STEVE

Goodnight, Sugar Mama!

NATALIE

Night!

Jesse looks up at Anna (smiling).

JESSE

(whispers)

I love you.

ANNA

What?

She bends over to listen.

JESSE

I love you.

She kisses him.

ANNA

I love you, too.

Jesse runs off also and Anna LAUGHS.

ANNA (CONT’D)

(shouts)

Got a surprise for you kids in 

the morning!

INT. CYNTHIA’S HOUSE – BEDROOM – LATER

Cynthia is cuddling with Nate both awake, dim light.

CYNTHIA

(coos)

You’re the best I’ve ever had, I

feel so relaxed and like a woman.

I feel so free.

NATE

I thought you had a daughter?

CYNTHIA

She ran away to Canada.

NATE

Oh.

INT. JAIL CELL – SAME TIME

Hilda is sitting on her bed with three other FEMALE INMATES, one sitting in a chair, another standing chewing gum, and the other sitting in the bed watching her.

INMATE STANDING

You got to go to sleep sometimes.

INMATE IN CHAIR

We gonna kick your ass for abusing

kids!

HILDA

(scared)

None of you guys understand, you

got kids?

Hilda looks at each of the inmates one at a time but they just stare at her.

INMATE STANDING

Shut up, bitch!

She walks over and slaps Hilda HARD, Inmate Sitting on the bed is straight faced and then LAUGHS.

INMATE IN CHAIR

Ever had sex with a woman?

Hilda shakes her head.

INMATE STANDING

We all going to sit on your face tonight and you better be good.

Hilda lowers her head.

HILDA

(utters)

Kill me…

INMATE STANDING

We are (pause) sitting on your 

face.

They all LAUGH.

INMATE IN CHAIR

You have a man?

HILDA

Yeah, but he molested my son.

INMATE IN CHAIR

You have a new man now!

She points to herself.

INMATE IN CHAIR (CONT’D)

Me, I’m all the stud you will

ever need.

They all LAUGH.

EXT. POLICE CAR – MOVING – 7AM – SATURDAY

INT. POLICE CAR – MOVING

Officer Mike is driving, he stops at a red light gazing straight ahead. The light turns green and takes off slowly.

INT. POLICE STATION – LATER

Officer Mike sits at his desk typing on his computer. The telephone RINGS, he picks it up.

OFFICER MIKE

This is Officer Mike, may I help

you?

(O.S.)

We got a make on the I.P. address

in Victoria.

He picks up his pen and starts writing.

OFFICER MIKE

Thanks, oh yeah. Have you told 

anybody else?

(O.S.)

No.

OFFICER MIKE

We’ve been friends for a long 

time, could you keep this quiet?

(O.S.)

Sure, I owe you one. What’s this

all about?

OFFICER MIKE

Let’s just say, its personal. Trust

me everything will be OK.

(O.S.)

Yeah.

OFFICER MIKE

Thanks.

He hangs up the phone and gazes at the piece of paper.

Later, Officer Mike is walking down the hall and stops at the desk and picks up the computer.

EXT. LUCY’S HOUSE – PORCH – NOON

Officer Mike drives up and gets out with Lucy’s computer in hand and walks up to her as she sits on the porch.

OFFICER MIKE

I thought you would be needing

this?

She looks away from him (pouts).

LUCY

Yes.

OFFICER MIKE

I’m sorry…

LUCY

(angry)

Why did you take my computer?

He places the computer down and gives Lucy her cell phone from his pocket.

OFFICER MIKE

Look, it’s my job to find those

kids!

LUCY

You’re not my friend, go away!

OFFICER MIKE

You’re too young to understand!

LUCY

(shouts)

And you too old to understand!

He departs.

EXT. ANNA’S HOUSE – BACKYARD – SAME TIME

Steve and Jesse are playing catch with a football as Natalie and Anna sits in lawn chairs.

ANNA

Boy, that Jesse is spunky but

he needs to lift weights.

NATALIE

He’s gained a few pounds.

ANNA

He’s still small for a nine year 

old, he looks six.

Steve looks over at Anna and Natalie.

STEVE

Why don’t you guys come play 

catch with us?

Natalie shakes her head.

ANNA

That’s OK, we’ll watch you boy!

STEVE

Natalie, you used to play!

He throws the ball to Jesse and he drops it.

ANNA

I’m going to teach her to be a 

lady.

INT. LUCY’S HOUSE – BEDROOM – 4PM

Lucy is hooking up her computer and when she’s done, she sits in the chair and turns it on and it displays. (NO OPERATING SYSTEM)

LUCY

Mike tore up my computer!

She slams her fists on the desk.

EXT. SHORE LINE – VICTORIA, CANADA – SAME TIME

Steve, Jesse, Natalie and Anna are walking down the shore line as Anna carries a big sports bag.

STEVE

What’s in the bag?

ANNA

I told you, I have a surprise 

for you.

A small boat is out on the pier but not too far away, Anna stops and waves at the boat and a man lowers a toy boat of an aircraft carrier five foot long into the water. Jesse, Natalie and Steve stop and look.

JESSE

What’s that?

Anna drops the bag and pulls out a remote control then TURNS IT ON and starts PROPELLING the toy aircraft carrier.

JESSE (CONT’D)

Oh, boy!

STEVE

Is that for us?

Anna looks at them (smiling) then hands Jesse the remote control.

ANNA

Isn’t this fun?

The model ship sails around in the water.

INT. MCDONALDS – 7PM

Anna and the kids are sitting eating burgers, fries and drinking sodas.

ANNA (CONT’D)

Did you enjoy yourself today?

JESSE

Can we do it again tomorrow?

ANNA

Have another surprise.

NATALIE

What?

ANNA

(grins)

I’m not gonna tell.

STEVE

A toy train?

ANNA

(smiles)

No.

JESSE

Fishing?

Anna LAUGHS.

NATALIE

A movie?

STEVE

A toy airplane?

Anna shakes her head.

JESSE

Come on…

NATALIE

Please tell us!

ANNA

Then it wouldn’t be a surprise!

STEVE

Guess you’re right…

ANNA

Is everybody ready to go?

NATALIE

Yeah.

Natalie looks at everyone’s tray.

ANNA

Did everybody get enough to eat?

STEVE

Yeah.

Anna takes out her cell phone and calls.

ANNA

We’re at McDonalds, you know 

the one I always go to.

She hangs up.

STEVE

What was that?

NATALIE

(giggles)

Her boyfriend.

Anna grabs Natalie playfully and Steve LAUGHS.

STEVE

You guys going to wrestle?

ANNA

I’m going to get you when we get

home.

Steve LAUGHS OUT LOUD.

NATALIE

(teases)

Jesse loves it when you kiss him.

Jesse blushes while Steve (smiles) at him.

ANNA

Don’t mess with Jesse, he’s my 

heart. I’m going to put some 

lotion on your back when we get 

home. How could someone beat a 

child so severely?

NATALIE

Cause no one love us.

Anna motions with her hand pointing at each of them.

ANNA

I love all of you, I really do.

A LIMOUSINE drives up outside and Anna sees it.

ANNA (CONT’D)

Well, there’s our ride!

JESSE

Oh… Wow!

ANNA

It’s real, not like the Cinderella 

story.

They exit.

INT. LIMOUSINE – MOVING – LATER

Anna and the kids are inside.

STEVE

I never been in a limousine 

before!

NATALIE

I wondered where your car was?

ANNA

This is my car and driver, he’s 

always on call.

INT. JAIL CELL – SAME TIME

Theo and Face sit in their beds.

FACE

Don’t worry, we got people paid 

in high places We’ll be outta 

here soon.

THEO

I hate being in here, it drives 

me crazy!

An Officer walks up with Dan, and UNLOCKS the door and Dan enters. Theo and Face look at him angrily. Dan stands at the bars and looks back at them.

FACE

What the hell you looking at?

DAN

I don’t want no problems, man!

FACE

You already do have a problem,

you in here with us!

THEO

Hey, I seen him before… he’s the 

guy that raped that little boy!

Face stands and walks over to Dan close and SLAPS him on the butt.

DAN

Hey, stop that!

Face looks at Theo (smiling).

FACE

You a virgin?

Theo LAUGHS as Dan rolls his eyes.

THEO

You won’t be after the lights 

go out!

DAN

Leave me alone!

Face GRABS him by the shirt and THROWS him across the cell.

FACE

You weak just like a little girl!

THEO

I want to bust him first!

Dan gathers himself.

DAN

Ain’t nobody getting me first

or last!

Theo stands up and gets up close in Dan’s face.

THEO

You can give it up or we’ll take 

it! All depends on you, so with 

that are you going to freaky deeky 

or what?

Dan PUNCHES Theo in the face and Face runs over and PUNCHES Dan repeatedly until he FALLS on the floor and they both BEAT him.

DAN

I got enough! I got enough!

They stop BEATING him.

THEO

(breathing fast)

Get up and take them pants off, now!

Face unzips his fly as Dan stands and slowly pulls his pants down.

FACE

Pull ‘em all the way off!

DAN

(sheepishly)

OK.

He takes his pants off and throws them on the bed.

THEO

Me, first!

Face nods his head.

FACE

Look at that booty!

THEO

Bend over that bed!

Dan bends over the bed and we see the shadows as we hear sounds of MOANS, GROANS of both animalistic pleasure and pain.

INT. ANNA’S HOUSE – JESSE’S BEDROOM – 9PM

Jesse lies in bed and Anna opens a jar of cool cream. She looks at his scarred back.

ANNA

How could someone be so cruel?

She rubs the cream on his back gently.

JESSE

That feels good.

ANNA

Just relax baby. You’ll never 

have to worry as long as you’re 

here with me.

JESSE

You’re so nice.

ANNA

That’s what love is, Jesse. It’s kindness, gentleness, patience, listening, caring, and wishing the 

very best for others.

JESSE

If that’s true then I know my Ma 

don’t love me.

ANNA

She’s a sick woman, who knows what

made her that way or why. She may 

love you but in a sick way.

Jesse looks at her.

JESSE

Yeah.

ANNA

Do you understand?

JESSE

Kinda.

She wipes her hands on a rag, kisses Jesse on the cheek and gently puts the blanket over his back then stands.

ANNA

Good night, Jesse!

JESSE

Good night!

She walks out turning off the lights.

INT. POLICE STATION – LOCKER ROOM – SAME TIME

Officer Mike changes his clothes taking off his police uniform. He sits on the bench in his boxers and t-shirt with his head down for a moment. He raises his head and stands taking his street clothes off a hanger.

OFFICER MIKE

I hope we can find those kids.

EXT. RED MUSTANG CAR – MOVING

Officer Mike is driving down the street.

INT. RED MUSTANG CAR – MOVING

He turns on the RADIO (rock music) PLAYS.

INT. JAIL CELL – NOON – NEXT DAY

Theo and Face are playing blackjack as Dan lies in bed on his stomach asleep, covered with a blanket.

THEO

Hey man, when we getting outta 

here?

FACE

Today!

Face looks at Dan LAUGHS.

THEO

What up?

FACE

He’ll be glad when we leave.

He points at Dan and they LAUGHS.

THEO

Give me another card.

An Officer walks up to their cell and points at them.

EXT. STREET – MINUTES LATER

Theo and Face walk down the street.

FACE

You see, we free! I still want 

my money from those kids.

THEO

I heard they somewhere in Victoria.

INT. POLICE STATION – SAME TIME

Officer Mike is filling out paperwork which reads, “RESIGNATION.” He gets up and starts walking.

OFFICER MIKE

(utters)

Catch the bad guys and let them

out right back on the streets.

INT. BEER TAVERN – 8PM

Nate is shooting pool by himself and other people are drinking beer, talking and listening to the jukebox. Officer Mike enters and walks up to the bar and orders a beer. He looks around and sees Nate.

OFFICER MIKE

Pool. Haven’t had a chance to play

in a long time.

He walks up to Nate.

OFFICER MIKE (CONT’D)

Hey, you want to shoot a game?

Nate looks up at him as he aims at a ball.

NATE

Sure, why not?

Nate rolls the balls down to the end of the table.

OFFICER MIKE

It’s been a while for me.

Mike RACKS the balls.

NATE

Every hustler says that!

Officer Mike LAUGHS and finds a pool stick and chalks it up.

OFFICER MIKE

What’s your name?

Nate BREAKS the balls and two balls fall in.

NATE

I’m Nate.

They shake hands.

OFFICER MIKE

(smiles)

Glad to meet ya!

NATE

Same here…

Nate surveys the table walking around looking at every possible shot.

NATE (CONT’D)

Four in the side!

He SHOOTS and makes it.

NATE (CONT’D)

Six, in the corner.

He SHOOTS and makes it.

OFFICER MIKE

I think I picked the wrong guy 

to play.

NATE

Five, three rails and in the 

corner pocket!

He SHOOTS as Officer Mike watches the ball BOUNCE off three rails and in the corner. Officer Mike sips his beer. Nate looks up at the clock and it’s 8:45pm.

OFFICER MIKE

Got somewhere to go?

NATE

To my old lady’s house. She’s 



NATE (CONT’D)

waiting dressed in something 

sexy.

OFFICER MIKE

(smiles)

Good,good. Hey, you got any 

kids?

Nate aims, SHOOTS and misses.

NATE

I don’t but she do. Her daughter

ran away. It’s in the newspaper everywhere.

OFFICER MIKE

I know. I was working on the case.

Nate looks at him strangely.

NATE

I knew I saw your face before!

OFFICER MIKE

I was on the case but no more, I resigned today.

NATE

That’s too bad.

Officer Mike aims, SHOOTS and misses.

OFFICER MIKE

Doggonit! Your shot!

INT. CYNTHIA’S HOUSE – BEDROOM – SAME TIME

Cynthia is brushing her hair and playing soft music dressed scantily.

CYNTHIA

(utters)

I don’t miss Natalie at all… I’m

glad she out of the way, maybe I

can keep a man now.

EXT. ANNA’S HOUSE – BACKYARD – EVENING – TWO WEEKS LATER

Anna cooking out Bar-B-Que as the kids are in her outdoor Jacuzzi.

STEVE

This is the life.

Steve stretches out his arms and Natalie and Jesse GIGGLES.

ANNA

You guys are going to school soon,

so don’t be thinking otherwise!

NATALIE

I like school.

STEVE

I don’t mind, school is OK.

JESSE

Never got to go!

EXT. LUCY’S HOUSE – PORCH – SAME TIME

Lucy sits on the porch with a suitcase looking up and down the street. Officer Mike pulls up in his red Mustang and she walks out to his car and puts the suitcase in the back seat and gets in.

INT. RED MUSTANG CAR – MOVING

LUCY

Where are we going?

OFFICER MIKE

A little trip to Victoria.

He glances at her.

LUCY

You bringing the guys back?

OFFICER MIKE

I’m going to check on them, make

sure they’re alright.

LUCY

Are you lying?

OFFICER MIKE

No, I’m not lying, why don’t you

trust me?

LUCY

You took my cell phone, stole my computer, and now you ask me to

trust you.

OFFICER MIKE

I was doing my job, but I resigned

last week.

LUCY

You did… why?

OFFICER MIKE

I tell you about it sometimes.

EXT. AIRPORT – SEATTLE, WA – LATER

Officer Mike drives his car inside the parking lot.

EXT. PIER – SEATTLE, WA – SAME TIME

A cruise ship is moored at the pier and people are boarding. A taxi drives up and Theo and Face get out, take their luggage out of the trunk, then start walking towards the ship.

THEO

How we gonna find those kids?

FACE

We’ll ask around on the street 

or we’ll see them somewhere.

THEO

It was smart to put the money in

a safe deposit box.

FACE

And we gonna get the rest of it,

you just watch.

They board the ship then show their tickets to the officer onboard.

THEO

Think we’ll meet any girls on

board?

FACE

Maybe, but we gotta get our 

money.

EXT. AIRPORT – SEATTLE, WA

A plane TAKES OFF down the runway and later is in the air.

INT. PLANE

Lucy is sitting by the window looking down into the clouds and Officer Mike is sitting beside her. He looks at her.

OFFICER MIKE

Are you alright?

LUCY

Yeah, I’ve been on a plane before.

OFFICER MIKE

(smiles)

Good…

LUCY

How high are we?

OFFICER MIKE

Probably a couple of ten thousand 

feet.

LUCY

That’s pretty high!

OFFICER MIKE

Yep! This is only about a twenty 

minute trip!

LUCY

I don’t mind.

OFFICER MIKE

You know, your Dad saved my life 

once.

LUCY

Really!

OFFICER MIKE

Yeah, he’s a good man.

INT. ONBOARD CRUISE SHIP – SAME TIME

Theo and Face are drinking champagne and eating cheese sitting in the lounge as the LIVE BAND PLAYS.

EXT. PLANE – LATER

The plane DESCENDS slowly and LANDS on the runway in Victoria, Canada. 

INT. AIRPORT TERMINAL – MINUTES LATER

Officer Mike and Lucy are walking with their luggage.

OFFICER MIKE

I’m gonna get a hotel room for

us tonight.

LUCY

As long as I get my own bed.

He LAUGHS.

OFFICER MIKE

By all means, Lucy.

EXT. CRUISE SHIP – 12AM

The cruise ship is pulling into Victoria’s pier.

Theo and Face are lurched over the rails gazing at the city’s skyline which is full of lights.

THEO

Won’t be long now, Dog!

FACE

Get drunk, get laid, put the heat

on, get our money and go home!

THEO

We better go get our luggage.

FACE

Right!

INT. HOTEL ROOM – 30 MINUTES LATER

Theo and Face are drinking beer sitting on their beds.

THEO

We ought to call up a couple of

these girls.

He picks up a newspaper with escort advertisements.

FACE

Sounds like a good idea but, but

I think we need to sleep.

INT. HOTEL ROOM – 7AM – NEXT DAY

Officer Mike is up and dressed but Lucy remains asleep. He looks at her.

OFFICER MIKE

Hey Lucy, Lucy!

LUCY

(sleepy)

What?

OFFICER MIKE

It’s time to get up!

Lucy gets up and sits on the side the bed (groggy).

LUCY

Can’t I get any sleep around 

here?

OFFICER MIKE

Get dressed. We got to go!

Lucy pulls the sheet over her and walks towards the bathroom.

OFFICER MIKE (CONT’D)

What’s this?

LUCY

I’m going to the bathroom, you 

might want to look!

OFFICER MIKE

Oh, my…

He looks befuddled, embarrassed, then shruggs.

OFFICER MIKE (CONT’D)

(utters)

All right.

He picks up the telephone.

EXT. ANNA’S HOUSE – FRONT YARD – 8AM

A taxi pulls up and stops, Officer Mike and Lucy get out, and walks up the porch. Officer Mike RINGS the door bell. He can HEAR CHILDREN in the background LAUGHING.

Anna opens the door.

ANNA

May I help you?

OFFICER MIKE

Just making a friendly visit to 

check on the kids!

ANNA

Oh, you know?

OFFICER MIKE

Yeah.

ANNA

Come in…

Officer Mike and Lucy enter.

INT. LIVING ROOM

The kids are sitting around and see Lucy. They run over to her smiling as Officer Mike looks on.

OFFICER MIKE

They look pretty happy to me.

ANNA

Are you going to take them away?

OFFICER MIKE

No, my visit is unofficial.

ANNA

Have a seat.

They both sit down as the kids go outside to play.

ANNA (CONT’D)

I knew someone would come one 

day.

OFFICER MIKE

You married?

ANNA

No.

OFFICER MIKE

That’s hard to believe, you’re

a very beautiful woman.

ANNA

Thank you. (a beat) Are you?

OFFICER MIKE

No. Hey, the kids look great. 

I’m wondering why you took them in?

ANNA

I always wanted to have children 

but I can’t. So, when I saw them 

I couldn’t help myself.

OFFICER MIKE

I see.

ANNA

I think you’re handsome.

OFFICER MIKE

I’ve been called a lot of things, 

but I can’t remember the last time 

I heard that one.

They LAUGH.

ANNA

But you are.

OFFICER MIKE

(smiles)

Thanks.

ANNA

Are you on the market?

OFFICER MIKE

What do ya mean?

ANNA

For a wife?

OFFICER MIKE

Maybe.

ANNA

I can feel the loneliness emanating

from your soul.

He gazes at her.

OFFICER MIKE

Is that so?

ANNA

Yes, something inside of you begs

for a long kiss.

OFFICER MIKE

Are you willing?

ANNA

Maybe, if you have the courage to

make the first move.

Officer Mike approaches her and she gets up as well. He touches her hand then embraces her, they kiss.

EXT. STREET – SAME TIME

Theo and Face are driving around with LOUD RAP MUSIC playing.

INT. CAR – MOVING

Theo is driving as Face is in the passenger side playing with a chrome 9mm gun.

THEO

Hey Man, is that loaded?

FACE

Relax, it’s alright!

THEO

Come on Dog, don’t point that 

my way!

FACE

(laughs)

POW!

EXT. ANNA’S HOUSE – FRONT YARD – SAME TIME

The kids are playing catch. Lucy throws the ball to Jesse and he drops it.

STEVE

You’ll never play in the NFL!

Jesse picks up the ball then throws it hard to Steve and he catches it.

JESSE

I’ll get you!

STEVE

Rookie!

Steve throws the ball to Natalie, she catches it. Jesse walks away and sits down.

NATALIE

Where you going, Jesse?

JESSE

I’m tired, beside I don’t like 

playing catch!

Lucy walks over to him and sits beside him. Steve rolls his eyes. He and Natalie walk over standing over them.

STEVE

Lucy?

LUCY

What?

STEVE

Jesse’s in love with you.

Jesse blushes as Lucy puts her arm around him.

LUCY

Jesse?

JESSE

Yeah.

LUCY

I love you, too.

Lucy kisses him on the cheek and they LAUGH.

STEVE

Look at Jesse!

NATALIE

He likes that!

INT. CAR – MOVING

Theo turns left and SEES the kids in the front yard.

THEO

Hey, there’s those kids!

Face looks around.

FACE

Where?

THEO

In that yard over there!

He points at them.

FACE

Turn the car around and let’s 

get ‘em!

Theo turns the car around BURNING RUBBER and comes up to them fast, they get out of the car. Natalie sees them.

EXT. ANNA’S FRONT YARD

NATALIE

Everybody run!

The kids run inside the house.

INT. ANNA’S HOUSE – LIVING ROOM

Anna and Officer Mike sees the kids enter (afraid).

STEVE

Where did they come from?

OFFICER MIKE

(excited)

Where did who come from?

Officer Mike and Anna walk over to the window.

EXT. ANNA’S HOUSE – FRONT YARD

Face stands outside holding the gun as Theo walks towards the door. He RINGS the door bell.

INT. LIVING ROOM

OFFICER MIKE

(shouts)

Don’t open that door!

The kids run over to the loveseat and bunch together in fear.

EXT. PORCH

THEO

(shouts)

We want our goddamn money!

He BEATS on the door.

INT. LIVING ROOM

Anna looks at Officer Mike and then the kids.

ANNA

What money?

EXT. FRONT YARD

FACE

(yells)

We ain’t gonna be out here all 

day!

INT. LIVING ROOM

Officer Mike looks at the kids.

OFFICER MIKE

(to kids)

Do you know what he’s talking 

about?

NATALIE

We found some money in a old 

building.

OFFICER MIKE

Where is it?

Steve exits.

EXT. FRONT YARD

FACE

Move out the way, Dog!

Theo moves to the side and Face points the gun and FIRES a round at the house.

INT. LIVING ROOM

The bullet BREAKS a window and Anna and Officer Mike duck. Steve return with the backpack.

STEVE

The money is in here!

ANNA

Why didn’t you tell me?

OFFICER MIKE

Give me the bag, Son!

Steve hands him the bag.

OFFICER MIKE (CONT’D)

Get back over there with the others 

and stay down! You too, Anna…

He gazes out the window and Face is LAUGHING as Theo takes a bow.

FACE

It’s time for another round!

He points the gun and Officer Mike sees him.

OFFICER MIKE

(shouts)

We got your money, don’t shoot!

EXT. FRONT YARD

FACE

Open the door and throw it out!

Officer Mike opens the door and tosses out the bag.

THEO

That’s a good boy!

Theo grabs the bag and looks inside and takes out a roll of twenty dollar bills.

FACE

Is it all there?

THEO

It looks like it!

INT. LIVING ROOM

OFFICER MIKE

You got your money, now get 

outta here!

FACE

We give the orders around here!

He starts FIRING SHOTS into the house and Officer Mike ducks looking at the kids.

EXT. STREET

Theo and Face get inside the car and drive away BURNING RUBBER.

INT. LIVING ROOM

Officer Mike gets up peeking out the window then turns around looking at everyone.

OFFICER MIKE

I hope you kids have learned a 

good lesson?

LUCY

We’re sorry.

STEVE

I’m glad it’s over!

ANNA

I’m glad nobody got hurt!

She walks over to Officer Mike and kisses him (smiling).

NATALIE

(teases)

Officer Mike!

OFFICER MIKE

Cut it out, kids!

INT. JAIL CELL – SAME TIME

Hilda is washing three women’s clothes in the sink with a bar of soap and CRYING while they watch TELEVISION.

INT. ANNA’S HOUSE – LIVING ROOM

OFFICER MIKE

I think everything will be 

alright, now.

He points to Anna.

OFFICER MIKE (CONT’D)

Put these kids in school!

Anna nods.

OFFICER MIKE (CONT’D)

Lucy and I are going home and 

I’ll be back for you, Anna. 

You’re one hell of a woman!

NATALIE

That’s why we call her, 

“Sugar Mama.”

They all LAUGH.










FADE OUT:

THE END

