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"broken heart’s club"

FADE IN:

ext. rec. center-day

ESTABLISHING SHOT of the Rec. Center. 

int. teen room-day

Dave sits with his arm around Kim, the two smiling at each other. 

dave (V.O.)

Kim was the greatest. We had been dating for a little less than a week, and I was happier than ever. I was happier than when I was a baby and I’m pretty sure babies don’t understand the emotion of happiness, if that makes any sense. I wasn’t the only happy camper.

PAN OVER TO Margaret and Tony, cuddling like little babies. Margaret rubs her nose against Tony’s.

dave (V.O.)

Yeah, it was weird. But at least Margaret was happy. Margaret and Kim had both gone through a lot after the death of Will and we were there to pick them up off the ground and make them happy. But I had problems of my own.

Caroline walks in, snarling at Dave. Dave looks away and smiles at Kim.

dave (V.O.)

Caroline was out for blood. Like last Monday for example.

cut to:

ext. field-day

Kim and Dave are sitting on a bench, arms around each other. Kim has a drink next to her. Out of no where, Caroline begins creeping up on them. 

Dave looks at Kim, smiles, and begins kissing her. The two have their eyes closed giving Caroline time to grab a handful of sand and load it into Kim’s drink. Once finished, Caroline runs off just as Dave finishes his make out session. Kim grabs the drink and goes to take a sip.

cut to:

int. teen room-day

Dave gives Caroline a mean glare.

dave (v.O.)

What a bitch.

BEGIN TITLE SEQUENCE

ext. rec. center-day

Kids begin loading up onto the bus.

int. bus-continuous

Dave and Kim take a seat towards the back of the bus and Margaret and Tony sit behind them. Dave’s arm instantly moves around Kim and the two smile, comfortable. Caroline sits on the other side of the bus a few rows back.

Megan enters the bus and begins counting the students.

dave (v.O.)

That’s Megan. She just recently began dating some guy. The cool thing was that she was so happy and obsessed with her new boyfriend that we were able to get away with anything.

cut to:

int. teen room-day

We see everyone sitting around, including Will. This is the first day of camp. Megan pulls out a pointer and points to a dry erase board with camp rules written up.

megan

Rule number one: No kissing or tongue licking.

cut to:

int. bus-continuous

Dave and Kim are, of course, making out.

dave

I love you.

kim

I love you more.

caroline

Disgusting.

Megan finishes her count and sits down. The bus begins moving and the teens begin their rambunctious drive.

tony

I got my class list today. I’m in this gay honors literature class. It sucks. I have to read some 200 page book. 

dave

Enjoy that book while I read an easy 100-page book.

tony

What the…?

dave

What is it?

tony 

I have to read some crappy book called “Hoot.” It’s about owls. OWLS! Who the hell reads about owls?

cut to:

int. computer room-night

Tony is on the computer looking at bikini models when TONY’S MOM walks in. 

tony’s mom

Honey, I just read this great book about owls!

Tony quickly exits the website.

tony

Not now, Mom!

int. bus-day

Dave laughs. 

dave

I’m reading a book about spies, mystery, and intrigue. But, I have to take astronomy class.

tony

Loser.

dave

What’s the point of learning about astronomy? All I need to know about the sky is the name of the nine planets and I’m all set.

kim

But it makes you more… intelligent and sophisticated. Helps you get the high class girls.

dave

You’re high class.

kim

How do you think you got me?

Kim smiles and the two begin making out again. Caroline can’t believe her eyes. 

caroline

Holy hell!

ext. laser xtreme-later

The bus comes to a halt and the teens begin getting off. 

int. laser xtreme-continuous

Kim and Dave walk in followed by Margaret and Tony. They look around and the place is amazing. A huge game arcade, a rock climb and even a bowling alley. 

kim

Wow.

dave

It isn’t just a place for geeks.

tony

We just might have fun.

margaret

They even have a fricking bowling alley. 

cut to:

Megan stands in front of the kids counting off 15 of them. Kim, Dave, Tony, and Margaret get picked.

megan

Ok, you fifteen are up first.

int. laser tag room-continuous

Everyone is wearing their gear and their guns are ready.

ref (o.c.)

GO!

Everyone takes off. Kim follows Dave, who takes the lead easily with three shots to the other team. 

Margaret follows Tony, who goes on a mad rampage. He doesn’t bother aiming or even looking, he just runs and shoots. He runs into a crowd of the other team, who shoot him and Margaret up.

margaret

Thanks a lot, jackass.

Dave motions for Kim to kneel down and they look around. Dave sees a group moving, and like a sharp shooter, he begins picking them off one-by-one. He saves the last target for Kim, who gets the hit.

Caroline runs at Kim from behind. Her face is full of hatred and she raises her gun to bash Kim when the REF grabs her arm. He shakes his finger “no.” The Ref proceeds to escort Caroline out of the game.

Michael comes up behind Tony and shoots him. He begins LAUGHING.

michael

Look behind you next time! 

tony

Funny, ain’t it?

michael

Yeah! You weren’t expecting that, were you?

tony

No! Good shot.

Tony’s pack comes back on, making him able to shoot. He kicks Michael in the crotch, knocking him to his knees, and like a stone-cold serial killer, he shoots him point blank.

tony

Didn’t see that coming, did ya?

Dave runs up a ramp, taking out everyone in his path. Kim follows walks up the ramp backwards, taking everyone out behind them. The two make a perfect team. 

Margaret begins taking people out like a pro. Tony keeps getting shot. He can’t believe how good Margaret is.

tony

Where’d you learn that?

margaret

It’s common sense, dumb ass.

tony

Oh.

margaret

Come on! Keep shooting! You’re slowing us down.

cut to:

int. lobby-later

The gang walks out, laughing.

tony

I killed you!

dave

Yeah right.

The four walk over to the counter and get their score cards. They begin reading with excitement.

tony

What? Fourteenth! 

michael

Ha! I got twelfth!

Michael LAUGHS and walks past Tony. 

dave

Guess who got first?

kim

You, baby?

dave

Correct.

Kim kisses Dave.

kim

Well, I got third.

dave

Good girl.

Dave returns the kiss.

margaret

I got second.

tony

What the hell?

dave

Face it. You suck. 

Caroline looks at her score.

caroline

Last? Damnit!

Megan walks over and reads her score card.

megan

Hell, even I did better than you Tony.

tony

You can go…

Megan

Don’t even think about it.

cut to:

int. outside bathroom-later

Margaret walks up to Kim.

margaret

Kim, can I talk to you?

kim

Sure. What’s up?

margaret

I’ve been doing some thinking lately. Things just… It’s Tony.

kim

What’s wrong with him? You two seem so happy.

margaret

I know, but something just feels… empty. It’s like, we don’t mix or something.

kim

What’d do you mean?

margaret

Take that game of laser tag for example. You and Dave worked together as a team, sticking together. Tony was off in his own little world separate from mine. We always seem to be going in different directions about everything. I can’t even find one thing we have in common other than where we go to school, being friends with you guys and going to this camp. But that doesn’t matter in a relationship.

kim

Well, do you still like him?

margaret

Yeah, but more as just a friend. I mean, I don’t want to hurt him.

kim

Just tell him how you feel. 

margaret

Do you think you could tell him?

kim

What? Are you serious?

margaret

I’m not good at this kind of thing.

kim

And you think I am?

margaret

Well…

kim

Listen, this is your responsibility. You have to do this, not me. 

Kim walks into the bathroom.

margaret

This should be interesting. 

int. bus-later

Margaret looks upset about something. Tony is trying to cheer her up by whispering in her ear.

margaret

Tony, it’s not working.

tony

What?

margaret

Listen, a good relationship is when two people like each other a lot and mix. We don’t mix! 

tony

How?

margaret

There is a gap in our relationship. It’s like a line and we aren’t on the same side. It’s like you’re the Confederates and I’m the Union.

tony

Why am I the racist one? I have more black friends than you.

margaret

It doesn’t matter! What I’m saying is that opposites attracted here. But we are too opposite for this to work. 

tony

So you’re breaking up with me?

margaret

Yeah.

Caroline is listening in on the conversation. She starts to cry. 

int. parking lot-later

Everyone gets off the bus and begins heading inside the Rec. Center. Everyone except Tony, who takes off down the sidewalk. 

dave

Tony! Where are you going?

megan

Where the hell does he think he is going?

dave

I don’t know. 

megan

Well, go after him!

dave

Me? 

megan

Yeah you!

Dave shakes his head and takes off after Tony. After a few seconds, he catches up.

dave

Come on, Tony.

tony

I don’t have anything else in my life! You have Kim, but even if you didn’t, you still have your writing and your acting. You have dreams and passions. All I have was her.

dave

That’s not true. You once told me you wanted to be a pro baseball player.

tony

I was seven, Dave. 

dave

Jesus Christ! Why is everyone so freaking dramatic? Kim tries to kill herself, Caroline goes on a mad rampage and God knows what you were gonna do! Why? What is the point? 

tony

I…

dave

No. I don’t want to hear it. You are going into high school. You have plenty of girls to hook up with and plenty of things you can try. You have your whole life ahead of you and you are going to freak out over this one little thing? Here is what you should do. Listen to her criticisms and try and not let them get in the way during your next relationship. How bout that? 

tony

Dave, you know I’m not good with girls.

dave

Fine. You know, I went through the same thing you did. It was hell. I hated it. But I changed. I know what you need to do and now I am happier than ever! Just think about that.

int. teen room-later

Dave walks in and sits down next to Kim.

dave

I’m worried about Tom.

kim

I know.

int. office-morning

Megan hangs up the phone.

megan

Sit down.

Tony sighs as he sinks into the chair. 

tony

I’m at a complete loss.

megan

About what?

tony

About why nobody except Dave seems to like me. I mean, I know that I was nothing more than a rebound for Margaret.

megan

That is not true.

tony

Yes it is! She basically told me! She said she missed having someone to hold her and that’s when we hooked up.

megan

Listen, you are going to find a great girl in high school, ok? 

tony

I don’t even want to go to high school anymore. You know? Do you ever feel like there is this big gaping hole in your life?

Megan pauses to think about the question.

megan

Yeah. I do, actually.

tony

What do you do to fix it?

megan

I don’t know. 

tony

My point exactly.

megan

But I’ll tell you this, I always find a way to be happy again. What you need is a hobby.

tony

A hobby?

megan

A hobby. Like, building model airplanes.

tony

That’s for geeks.

megan

Sign up for a sport.

tony

I hate sports.

megan

Learn an instrument.

tony

I don’t even own a CD player. 

megan

Damnit, Tony! No wonder she dumped you. Were you always like this with her?

tony

I hope not.  

ext. street-day

Dave is heading home.

dave (V.O.)

There was only one way to solve Tony’s problem. 

cut to:

ext. mall-day

Dave and Kim walk up to GIRL 1. Kim raises a pink sheet of paper with a picture of Tony.

dave

Would you date this guy?

girl 1

No.

kim

He is cute.

dave

Has good features.

kim

Knows how to treat a girl.

dave

Most importantly, he wants to make you happy.

kim

So, what do you say?

girl

How about hell no?

kim

Fair enough.

int. mall-later

Dave and Kim are taping flyers up asking for girls to date Tony. Each sheet has Tony’s number on it.

kim

Think it will work?

dave

Nope.

kim

Listen, I was wondering. Um…

(pause)

Do you want to have dinner at my house tonight? With my parents? I know it is weird and all, but…

dave

I’d love to. My Mom sucks at cooking.

Kim gives a short, sweet laugh. 

int. dining room-later

Dave takes a bite of macaroni and cheese. MRS. APPLEBEE smiles at Dave.

dave

This is delicious.

mrs. applebee

Thank you, Dave. So kind of you to say. 

dave (V.O.)

It was weird. You know how you see those movies or TV shows with families that talk strange and 1950-ish? Well Kim’s Mom actually does. 

The door opens and MR. APPLEBEE rushes in, late.

mr. applebee

I’m sorry I’m late. We had a double homicide.

dave (V.O.)

He’s a cop.

kim

Exciting! Any evidence?

dave (V.O.)

And Kim is fascinated with C.S.I.

mr. applebee

Shoe print, a hair and a cigarette pack with possible prints.

kim

Any leads?

mr. applebee

Not yet, sweetie. But I’m sure you’d solve the case.

Mr. Applebee winks at Kim.

dave (V.O.)

Ok, this is getting awkward.

CRYING comes from then next room.

mrs. applebee

Shoot. Stewart must be hungry. I’m going to get him some milk. I’ll be right back. 

dave (V.O.)

A few months before Will died, Mrs. Applebee had another baby. 

Mrs. Applebee gets up and walks into the other room.

ext. backyard-later

Dave and Kim are lying on a trampoline, staring into the night sky.

dave

I want to have children.

kim

What? I’m not ready to go through labor.

dave

I know. I meant later on in life. 

kim

Me too.

dave

I don’t want to wait around. I want to graduate and then find someone to spend the rest of my life with. I don’t even care about a career. I’d rather be the stay-at-home Dad.

kim

Really?

dave

Yeah.

Kim thinks for a moment.

kim

Do you think Vegas will let us get married? 

dave

I can call my brother and see if he’ll drive us there.

Kim laughs and moves closer to Dave. He puts his arm around her and kisses her forehead.

Dave (V.O.)

I really loved Kim. Hell, I would’ve married her right then and there if I could. It might’ve been a mistake. But it’d be a mistake that I would’ve been proud of. 

ext. home-continuous

Margaret sits outside her house with her phone. She begins dialing a number, but quickly hangs up.

int. bedroom-continuous

Tony stares into his pillow, wondering what to do. He turns on the TV and falls into a trance. 

ext. home-continuous

Dave smiles at Kim, soaking in her beauty. 

dave

I had a really good time tonight.

kim

Yeah. I know my parents are weird, but I don’t know. Normally I’d like my boyfriends to meet my parents, but you already kind of know them.

dave

Yeah.

kim

I’ll see you tomorrow. 

dave

All right. Bye.

kim

I love you.

dave (V.O.)

Usually it scares guys when girls make the first move. They are really making themselves vulnerable with a statement like that. How you respond could destroy the relationship right there. Do you lie to them or do you tell them the truth? I chose to tell the truth.

dave

I love you too.

Dave kisses Kim goodnight and heads home.

int. bedroom-continuous

Tony dials a number on the phone. A few beats and then someone answers.

margaret (V.O.)

Hello?

(beat)

Hello?

CLICK. 

ext. home-continuous

Margaret sets the phone down and begins to CRY.

dave (V.O.)

Sometimes you don’t really understand love. What you think is one thing, may be something else entirely. 

int. bedroom-continuous

Tony begins destroying everything in his room. His hands begin bleeding.

dave (V.O.)

Love can destroy you.

int. doorway-continuous

Kim smiles and does a little twirl, completely in love.

dave (V.O.)

Or it can save you. 

ext. sidewalk-continuous

Dave looks up at the moon, smiling.

dave (V.O.)

For me, it made me want to be a better person.

ext. house-continuous

A house is engulfed in flames, snarling at the sky. In the distance, a fire truck’s flashing lights and SIRENS can be made out.

dave (V.O.)

Love makes us do crazy things.

Caroline takes off down the street, running from what she has obviously started.

dave (V.O.)

Break the wrong heart, and you might be screwed. 

Dave looks over at his house, upset.

dave

MOM! DAD!

Dave takes off and rushes inside.

int. house-continuous

Dave runs through the hallways towards the kitchen. He looks around, trying to find his parents.

dave

MOM!

He sees her cold hand in the next room. Dave runs to the couch and finds his MOM sprawled out on the floor, unconscious from the smoke. 

Dave grabs her by the hands and begins pulling her towards the front door.

ext. house-continuous

Dave drags his Mom out just as fire trucks pull up. Firefighters rush out and into the house. 

int. hospital-later

Dave sits in the chair, waiting.

dave (V.O.)

I had been here before. 

Margaret walks in and runs over to Dave, who gets up.

dave (V.O.)

I knew how this works.

margaret

Are you ok?

dave

I’m fine.

Margaret hugs Dave.

dave (V.O.)

I was prepared for the worst.

Tony walks in and sees Margaret. She steps away from Dave and Tony walks over.

tony

Are you ok?

dave (V.O.)

I was prepared to here that for the next week or two.

dave

I’m fine.

dave (V.O.)

And I was prepared to give that answer every damn time.

Tony and Margaret go and take a seat. The DOCTOR walks in and looks at Dave.

doctor

I’m sorry. 

The elevator doors open and Kim sees Dave, his face sad.

doctor

(continuing)

Your father didn’t make it.

Kim runs over to Dave and catches him as he falls to his knees.

kim

It’s ok! I’m here for you.

dave (V.O.)

It wasn’t ok. I wasn’t prepared for any of this.

FLASH CUT OF A BASEBALL

dave (V.O.)

I flashbacked to those times we had together, playing catch. 

FLASH CUT OF SWIMMING IN THE OCEAN

Dave (V.O.)

All those times we spent together.

FLASH CUT OF CAMPING IN THE WOODS

dave (V.O.)

All those times I wasn’t there. We were so close when I was a kid. Then I grew up, grew farther away.

kim

It’s ok. 

dave (V.O.)

I needed some alone time.

Dave gets up and walks away, leaving everyone in the dust. Margaret begins to cry and takes comfort in Tony’s arms, leaving him shocked. 

int. bathroom-coninuous

Dave stares himself in the mirror. He feels it coming, like a tornado of pain. He throws up.

ext. burned down home-continuous

Caroline cries as she stares at all the damage she has done.

ext. home-morning

Police, led by Mr. Applebee, march up the steps of a home and RING THE DOORBELL.

Kim holds Dave close as the door opens to reveal Caroline, shocked.

mr. applebee

Are your parents home?

ext. cemetery-day

Dave stands in front of his father’s grave as a parade of cars exit the cemetery. Kim walks over to comfort Dave.

dave

I hate this place.

kim

Me too.

dave

It’s full of empty memories.

kim

Why so empty?

dave

Because everyone whose died I neglected towards the end. 

kim

It’s not your fault.

dave

I know that. 

kim

Caroline started that fire cause she was insane. And Will died of something that can’t be caused by another human.

dave

That’s not the point. If I had changed just one thing, anything, maybe they could’ve lived.

kim

Don’t say that.

dave

I’m not holding myself directly responsible, but I could’ve saved them.

kim

You had no way of knowing. 

Dave stands silent, nothing to say. Kim tries to speak, but has nothing that will comfort Dave.

dave

I think I’m going to go away for awhile.

kim

What? Why?

dave

I need to clear my head.

kim

Listen, I’ve been down that road. I’ve been to the end of that path. There is nothing out there.

dave

I need to know that for myself.

kim

Trust me, ok. 

(pause)

Please?

dave

I…

kim

I need you to stay here. I need you to be with me. And what you need is someone to be there for you. There is nothing out there. But here, you have me. You have you Mom. You have Tony and Margaret.

dave

Who were selfish enough to get back together just as my father dies.

kim

That doesn’t change how they feel about you and how sad they were and still are.

Dave starts to sit down on the grass and Kim sits down next to him. 

kim

You can stay here with me. We can watch your favorite movie, High Fidelity. We can eat those curly fries with cheese that you love so much. And we can dance to your favorite music.

dave

I suck at dancing.

kim

Then we will do it alone and secluded, so you don’t embarrass yourself and me.

Dave laughs. He puts his arm around Kim and she lies her head down on his shoulders.

dave (V.O.)

Kim was right. There was nothing out there that would comfort me. Everything I had was right here at home. And I needed to be there. I needed to be there for my Mom. And I needed Kim to be there for me. And none of that was out there.

Kim raises her head and kisses Dave’s forehead as the two get up, walking to the car.

dave (V.O.)

Life moves pretty fast. If you don’t stop and look around every once and awhile, you might miss it. 

THE END

