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"my failed romances"

FADE IN:

int. gym-night

The lights have faded down low as the night is coming to an end. The dance songs are done, nothing left but slow love songs for couples to enjoy. Howie Day’s “COLLIDE” plays. Typical teenage love song. We progress through the sea of people in “love” as they dance, growing close to each other.

martin (V.O.)

What a cliché, isn’t it? You got your popular sappy love song that droves of teenage wannabes are listening to. You got tons of couples thinking they are in love, but they are wrong. Half the people in this joint don’t understand what love is.
As we pull out of the sea of people, we see MARTIN DOBLER sitting alone in a chair against the wall next to hundreds of empty chairs.

martin (V.O.)

(continuing)

Love is when you want to know every detail about someone. It’s when you can be down and they make the world seem like a place worth living in. It’s when you find someone who makes you want to be a better person. 

(pause)

I had that once.

cut to:

int. school-day

The Who’s “Baba O’Riley” plays. Martin walks down the hall, arm around NANCY O’CONNOR. 

martin (v.O.)

Nancy was my first love.

Martin whispers in Nancy’s ear and she begins laughing uncontrollably. 

martin (v.O.)

(continuing)

I’m not going to lie to you. I was awkward in middle school.

cut to:

int. cafeteria-day

The cool kids sit at the end of the table, talking and enjoying themselves. Absent from this group is Martin.
Towards the middle of the table sit Martin, LAURA, and DAVID, his two best friends. They are secluded from the cool kids. 
david

There is a new Star Wars movie out.

martin (V.O.)

But I wasn’t that awkward.

martin

I think I’m gonna hang out with Nancy.
fade to:

int. classroom-day

Martin begins bubbling in answers on a test. He works quickly, smoothly, and expertly. 

martin (V.O.)

Middle school was easy as hell. I aced test after test with minimal expert.

The TEACHER walks up behind Martin, smiling at his efforts.

martin (V.O.)

Everyone was so proud of me, but I was just a high school con artist. I had them all fooled.

int. office-day

The Teacher smiles, proud of what she is about to tell her student. 

teacher

Well, you did it Martin.

martin

Did what?

teacher

You are the class of 2005’s valedictorian! 

The Teacher stands up from her desk, excited, and hugs Martin in what can only be described as an awkward bear grip.

int. cafeteria-day

Laura puts down her pizza, smiling. David smiles too. The two are happy for Martin.

laura

Valedictorian! That’s fantastic!

david

Speech!

martin

Don’t get me started. This is gonna suck.

martin (V.O.)

I was always shy around…

(pause)

well…

(beat)

Everyone.

int. bedroom-night
Martin sits at his computer, typing frantically. He stops for a moment to read over what he has written and reluctantly hits backspace.

int. school classroom-day

Martin sits in the back, arms crossed and unhappy. Nancy turns around and looks at him, smiling.

martin (v.O.)

It wasn’t all peaches and cream for me in middle school, but she helped me get through it.

int. bedroom-night

Martin sits at his computer typing again, but this time, Nancy is sitting next to him guiding him with advice.

martin (V.O.)

It wasn’t til the end of the year that I realized how much I had liked her.
ext. beach-day

Laura and David run into the waves, excited. Back on the beach, Martin and Nancy sit on beach towels, relaxing in each other’s company. Martin leans over and kisses Nancy. 

martin (v.O.)

I was in love.

int. waiting room-day

Martin stands decked out in a red graduation robe, breathing heavily. 

martin (V.O.)

Graduation day was fast approaching and I was nervous about my speech. But she had this…

(pause)

Thing about her that calmed me down.

Nancy comes up behind Martin and whispers in his ear.

nancy

You are gonna do great. I believe in you.

martin (V.O.)

Tacky, I know. But it was the most romantic thing I had heard at that point.

David and Laura walk over.

david

Ready?

Martin looks to Nancy who just smiles.

martin

Yeah.

(pause)

I think I am.

int. church-day

The MUSIC BEGINS PUMPING. The slow walk down the isles begins. As their son or daughter passes by, parents begin to weep. 

Martin enters the room with a look of determination on his face. Behind him is Laura, happy to finally be getting out of this place. Towards the back is David, who just doesn’t seem to care.

cut to:

The Teacher stands at a podium, speaking to the crowds.

teacher

I remember those days like yesterday. We’ve grown up with these kids who are now young adults. And it will be very sad to see them go. 

The Teacher stops for a second to wipe the tears streaming down her face. 

teacher

At this time, I’d like to call our class Valedictorian to the podium.

Martin gets up, scared, and walks to the podium. He pulls out a sheet of paper and begins reading.

martin (V.O.)

I wowed the crowd with my speech.

A parent pulls out a tissue and wipes her cheeks of tears.

martin (V.O.)

And I had only Nancy to thank since really she wrote most of the speech.

Nancy looks at Martin, smiling that smile that could lift a thousand soldiers up.

martin (V.O.)

But the last part, was all me.

martin

For some of us, we’ve been here most of our lives. Others, only a few years. But we’ve all gained something from this place that we once thought would kill us. We survived. And now, we are moving on to a better place. We are finally ready for high school, the place we’ve waited to go to for years. And high school…

(beat)

Is going to be some of the best years of our lives. 
int. bedroom-day

3 Months Later…

“HURRICANE” by BOB DYLAN BEGINS PLAYING. School uniform nice and neat, Martin begins making his way out with his backpack.

ext. driveway-continuous

A car pulls up with David and Laura inside. Martin runs out of the house and to the car, jumping in. With haste, the car takes off down the street like a bat out of hell.

ext. pick up area-later

The car comes to a stop and the doors open. Everything seems as if it is in slow-motion as the three exit the car likes golden gods.

They begin walking down the outside hallway, but seem to get dirty looks. As they make their way inside, a group of high school girls begin judging them.

int. hallway-continuous

The three begin walking down the downstairs hallway. A SENIOR runs up with a sticker and slaps it on David.

senior

FRESHMAN SUCK!

David rips it off and throws it to the ground, angry. They begin moving again. WILL and NATHAN, two school bullies, jump out from the stairway with eggs. They begin pelting Martin and David, but not Laura, who just watches.

david

What the hell?

will

Stupid freshman!

david

Why didn’t you hit her?

will

Because she has tits and I can screw her you stupid pussy!

martin (V.O.)

Coming from a good, wholesome Christian school, Laura had never heard such language. 

laura

I wouldn’t screw you if you paid me!

Will looks at Nathan, then back at Laura. 

cut to:

Upstairs, the three begin walking. Laura is now also covered in eggs. Laura looks at David, who looks at Martin. Then they all look forward at the chaos in the halls by their locker.

david

Dude, high school freaking sucks.

int. bathroom-later

Martin finishes wiping the eggs off his uniform, but there are still some stains. STEVE, a sophomore, walks in.

steve

Holy shit!

martin

Please don’t do anything else to me.

steve

No, I’m just saying…

(pause)

Damn, they got you good.

martin

Yeah.

steve

Don’t worry about it. Just keep your head up, kid.

martin

Easy for you to say.

steve

No, I’ve been in your place. Last year. It really sucks.

martin

No kidding.

steve

But you look like you survived the first attack.

martin

First? There will be more?

steve

Probably, but the first is always the worst. Easier to get away with stuff on the first day of school. But just don’t let them get to you, or they’ll single you out. 

martin

Yeah.

steve

Don’t worry. It happens to every freshman. Next year and the year after that, you’ll watch it happen to the newbies. And then, you’ll do it too as a senior.

martin

Thanks.
steve

My name is Steve.

martin

Martin Dobler.

steve

Like that guy from that one movie?

martin

Yeah.

steve

Cool name. I’ll see you around. If you have any trouble, just come find me and I’ll bail you out. My brother is a senior, so I have power.

martin

Thanks.

The BELL RINGS and Steve walks out. Martin picks up his bag and leaves too. 

int. classroom-later

Martin smiles, having already made one friend. 

martin (V.O.)

Maybe high school wouldn’t be so bad after all.

cut to:

int. cafeteria-later

Martin sits down next to Laura and David.

laura

Nancy have this lunch?

martin

No. But I’ll see her at the end of the day. I think today is the day.

laura

What?

david

What day?

martin

I think its time I tell her how I truly feel.

laura

About time you dumped her ass.

martin

That’s not what I meant.

laura

Oh shit.

martin

I’m gonna tell her I love her.

david

Congratulations.

laura

Don’t encourage him! This is easily the worst idea you’ve ever had involving a girl.

david

I disagree. If you want an honest, open relationship, you have to tell her.

laura

Maybe she isn’t ready for that big of a commitment, Dave.

martin

None of you can convince me otherwise! I’m doing it. I have to do it.

int. hallways-later

Nancy finishes closing her locker and puts her books in her bag. Martin begins moving towards her.

martin (V.o.)

Girls, listen up. Whenever a guy gets the balls up to tell you he loves you, well you better love him back cause it’s the hardest thing in the world.

Martin catches up to Nancy.

martin

Hey.

nancy

Hey, I’ve been meaning to talk to you.

martin

Yeah, it sucks we don’t have any classes together. There has been something I’ve been wanting to tell you all day.

nancy

Um, ok. What is it?

martin

We’ve been going out for almost four months now, right?

martin (V.O.)

Ok, what do I say next?

nancy

Yeah.

martin 

It’s been the greatest four months of my life.

martin (V.O.)

Ok, that’s as cheesy as you can afford to get.

martin

And I’ve been thinking a lot lately.

nancy

Me too.

martin (V.O.)

Good God! She feels the same way!

martin

Really?

nancy

Yeah.

martin (V.O.)

Just tell her!

Martin

I’m in love with you.

There is an awkward pause.

nancy

I…

martin (V.O.)

You’ve made her speechless!

nancy

I thought you wanted to break up. I don’t know. I just feel like we’ve lost that spark we once had. You are a great guy and were the best boyfriend I’ve ever had. But sometimes you gotta know when to let go. This is one of those times. I’m sorry.

Nancy walks away leaving Martin heartbroken.

martin (V.O.)

High school sucks.

ext. high school-later

Martin walks away, alone and sad. Laura looks on.

laura

Told ya he’d regret it.

david

No. At least he went for it. She would’ve dumped him sooner or later anyway. At least he went out swinging. 

int. living room-night

JAZZ MUSIC BLASTS FROM THE STEREO. The front door opens and Laura walks in followed by David. Martin is sitting on the couch, blank faced and drunk.

laura

Martin?

david

Is he listening to jazz?

laura

He hates jazz with a passion.

Laura walks over to the stereo and begins to turn it off.

martin

Please don’t. Just let me sit here.

laura

Why are you listening to jazz?

martin

Cause she liked jazz.

david

Dude, it’s been 2 weeks!

laura
If you don’t get up from here, we are going to tell the whole school you are gay.

martin

Go for it. Not like I’ll ever find true love with a girl.

martin (V.O.)

Ok, I know it’s a little corny, but at heart I am a hopeless romantic. My top five favorite films of all time are High Fidelity, The Breakfast Club, Sleepless in Seattle, Garden State and Moulin Rouge.

laura

Martin, come on man. So you are heartbroken and down. What are you going to do about it?

martin

Watch Moulin Rouge.

david

I might actually stay for that. 

laura

David!

(beat)

Come on Martin. We are going to find you someone new.

martin

Someone new to break my heart?

laura

Martin, that’s all life is. A bunch of disappointments. But occasionally you’ll find something worth living for and if you sit here on this couch, that thing worth living for is gonna be to see who wins Survivor.

martin

Ok, what do you have in mind?

ext. theme park-later
Martin sits miserably on a roller coaster as Laura and David scream in ecstasy.

martin (V.O.)

Ever feel like you have nothing to live for anymore?

(beat)

Yeah. That’s the way I feel. Maybe I’m a lost cause. 

cut to:

Martin pays for some cotton candy and begins eating as he walks along with Laura and David.

martin (V.O.)

Sometimes I bite off more than I can chew. I’m not good at multitasking. Starting a new school is hard and trying to maintain a relationship at the same time is hard. We are all growing up and changing.

cut to:

Martin, in a go-kart, turns a corner. He is as if he is in a daze. He shows no emotion, despite Laura and David having a grand time behind him.

martin (V.O.)

I guess there is always college to look forward to, but what if it happens again? This isn’t the first time I’ve been pathetically dumped…

cut to:

david

And it’s not the last.

The three are sitting around having some lunch. Laura swallows her food and begins a speech without mercy.

laura

She was a bitch. A real bitch. 

Martin gives Laura a look for that comment.

laura

You think you loved her, and maybe you did, but did she love you? 

(beat)

No! And love works both ways! If she doesn’t love you back, then you shouldn’t love her. You just have to move on and find someone new. You are better than her!

martin (V.O.)

As terrible as a speech as this was, it was making me feel better. 

laura

(continuing)

There will be others. And you still have that to look forward to.

Martin looks up from his food, consoled with these words.

martin

Yeah. I know you are right. I just need some time.

david

You know we are always there for you, right?

martin

Yeah. Thanks guys.

The three go back to eating, but something, or someone, catches Laura’s eye. 

JONATHAN BENDER, a slacker hell-bent on causing destruction and defying the rules, flips some kid’s tray. Food flies everywhere. The kid, TIMMY, gives Jonathan a shove.

timmy
You wanna start something?

Jonathan, without hesitation, slams his fist into the kid’s face, knocking him back a few feet. 

david

Look at this punk. What an asshole.

Jonathan laughs with his friends as they walk away. Timmy’s father runs over to help and begins SCREAMING at the kids.

laura

Yeah. Total asshole.

int. hallways-day

Martin stuffs a test with a “C+” in his locker. He sighs, shrugs it off, and pulls his books out. As he finishes stuffing his backpack, Steve comes running over.

steve

Hey man!

martin

Hey. I’m not…

steve

Ok, so there is this party going down tonight and you should check it out, man. 

martin

I don’t know if I can. I promised my friends Laura and David I’d hang with them.

steve

Laura? The hot blonde?

martin

Well, she is blonde.

steve

Bring them to!

martin

What time?

ext. school-later

Martin walks out, silent. Laura and David argue over what to do later that night.

david

Harry Potter!

laura

That’s a geek’s movie!

david

All the cool kids are going.

laura

Well you aren’t cool either.

martin

We just got invited to our first high school party.

david

What?

martin

Remember that guy, Steve?

laura

Yeah.

martin

Well he just invited us to a high school party.

david

Harry Potter can go bite me.

ext. large house-later

The MUSIC IS THUMPING. Joyful SCREAMS emit from behind the fence. The SPLASHING OF WATER is present. 

David, Laura, and an excited Martin walk up the steps. They are about to burst with joy. Martin KNOCKS on the door as Laura begins to get antsy. 

laura

I’ve always dreamed of my first high school party.

martin

Well, this is going to be better. 

David gets impatient and just opens up the door and walks in.

martin

After you.

int. house-continuous

Laura steps inside, followed by Martin. They walk up a little stairway into the main house. It is filled to the bone with chaos.

Two teens pour vodka into a vase followed by an unknown soda. They begin guzzling down the mixed drink as kids around them cheer on. A parent comes down and begins screaming at the stupid teens.
In the kitchen is a cooler filled with beer. On top of the counter sit two kids making out patiently, groping each other. A kid walks over, picks up a beer, and teases the two as he walks away.

Just outside the kitchen are Will and Nathan. Will hands Nathan a pill and takes one himself.

nathan

What the hell is this?

will

Ecstasy. Try it, man. You are gonna love it!

Nathan reluctantly swallows down the pill as another kid runs past. He goes into the living room where a crowd is circled around a spinning bottle. The bottle lands on Steve who smiles. He leans over and kisses a girl on the lips.

Martin looks as surprised as Laura and David. This was not what they were expecting.

david

We should’ve seen Harry Potter.

laura

Shut up. Go play spin the bottle and get your first kiss.

david

I’ve kissed a girl before!

laura

Who?

david 

You wouldn’t know her.

laura

I’ve known you since you were three. I know everyone you know. 

martin

This is gonna suck. 

laura

Oh my God! It’s him!

Laura looks over and sees Jonathan downing a cup of beer. Martin and David look over.
david

Oh shit!

laura

What?

david

The guy that knocked that kid’s tray over! Imagine what he’ll do to us.

laura

Imagine what he’ll do to you.

david

I’ve got feelings you know.

laura

Yeah, but I don’t.

Laura walks away. David turns to Martin.

david

I guess we’ll stick together…

Martin has also walked away.

david

Thanks a lot!

Martin walks over to a keg and takes a plastic cup. After a few heavy breaths, Martin begins pouring some beer into his cup.

martin (V.O.)

I had never actually had beer before this moment. I didn’t know whether to celebrate or worry about my future, but I decided to just let go.

Martin takes the first sip and pauses for a moment. Enjoying it, Martin begins drinking some more and finishes his cup quickly. He pours himself another cup.

David walks towards the bathroom and bumps into a girl, SAMANTHA KEATON. Sam is beautiful and artsy – David’s dream girl.

david

Sorry! Didn’t see you there.

sam

Little too much to drink?

david

Actually…

sam

I’m just kidding. No big deal.

Sam starts to walk away when she recognizes David.

sam

Wait, are you in 2nd period…

david

Biology honors. Yeah.

sam

I don’t think we’ve been introduced. Samantha Keaton.

david

David.

sam

Last name too?

david 

Brightwaters.

sam

Cool. I’ll see you around David Brightwaters.

Sam walks away smiling. David pauses a moment to soak in the happiness of the moment as Will runs into the bathroom and throws up all over the place. This gets David’s attention.

david

This is going to be a long night.

Laura walks over to where Jonathan is playing a guitar. He is sitting on a couch with a small, stoned group sits crowded around him. Jonathan continues playing as Laura sits down, but the two exchange glances.

As the song goes on, the girl next to Laura hands her a joint, but she passes. She looks back at Jonathan, who half-smiles. Laura takes the joint in her hand.

Martin is sitting at a table all by himself. The couple who were making out on the counter earlier accidentally bump into the table spilling Martin’s beer. 

martin

Shit!

The two LAUGH and head towards the stairs. MARIA BARISH walks over with another beer and hands it to Martin.

maria

Sorry. It gets a little crazy here sometimes.

martin

Thanks. 

maria

No problem. I just hope we can clean up the smell before my parents get home.

martin

This your house?

maria

Yeah.

martin

You threw the party? I thought…

maria

Older brother threw it. He is a junior. 

(pause)

I’ve seen you around school before. Weren’t you the one that was pelted with eggs on the first day of school?

martin

I wasn’t the only one!

Maria laughs as Martin takes offense, but after a few seconds, he lets out a muffled laugh.

martin

Yeah. That was me.

maria

Yeah, that school really sucks. It’s so closed off and reserved. 

martin

Yeah. Especially with those damn religion classes. Personally, I’m an atheist. 

maria

My teacher thinks I’m Jewish, but I still have to participate. 

martin

Excuse didn’t work?

maria

(with Spanish accent)

“You go to Catholic school and must participate in the Catholic activities!” 

martin

My name is Martin, by the way.

maria

Maria Barish. 

martin

Nice to meet you.

THE GLASS VASE SMASHES.

maria

Shit! Where the hell is my stupid brother? I’m sorry, I have to take care of this.

martin

Need any help? I’m not really having much of a good time anyway. Maybe I can at least help with something.

maria

Yeah, that’d be great.

Maria stands up along with Martin, the both smiling. They walk over to the accident.

Jonathan finishes his song and everyone applauses. Laura hands the joint back to another girl and begins clapping.

laura

That was really good!

jonathan

What’s your name?

laura

Laura!

jonathan

This next song goes out to Laura!

Jonathan begins strumming the guitar, causing Laura to smile as she recognizes the tune. 

steve

Come on! Join in on the fun!

David sits down in the spin-the-bottle circle. 

steve

Ok, who is next?

nathan

Me!

Nathan reaches over grabs the bottle and spins it. The bottle lands on a fairly attractive girl and Nathan leans over to kiss her, but passes out instead.

steve

Shit! This is freaking hysterical!

sam

I’m next.

David looks nervous as Sam spins the bottle. Instead of landing on David, it lands on Steve, who is right next to him. Everyone OOO’s and AHH’s as Sam embarrassingly kisses Steve.

steve

Highlight of my night!

Everyone except David laughs, having a good time. 

steve

You next, little man?

David

Yeah.

David grabs the bottle and spins away. The bottle begins slowing down and comes near Sam, but lands on the less-than-attractive girl next to her.

david

Shit.

Martin finishes dumping the broken glass into the trash can as Maria puts a broom into a cupboard. 

maria

Thanks!

martin

My pleasure. 

maria

So, you excited about homecoming? Two weeks away! My brother tells me it’s insane at our school!
martin

Really?

maria

Yeah! The seniors always get completely wasted the Sunday before homecoming week begins. The faculty still hasn’t caught on. 

As Maria continues on talking, Martin notices Nancy out of the corner of his eye. She is already making out with another guy.
martin (V.O.)

I thought what I referred to as “The Great Depression” was over, but I was wrong. How could she move on so quickly? It took me 2 weeks just to leave the house and she had already found a new tongue buddy! High school sucks.

cut to:

ext. house-later

Martin walks with Laura and David, hands in pocket. Laura is going on and on about how great of an experience it was for all of them, but Martin isn’t paying attention.
martin (V.O.)

That’s the thing about old battle scars. They may be old and you may’ve moved on, but they still hurt. They are still there.

int. hallway-day

Martin walks in, yawning from a long weekend. He sees Nancy with that guy from earlier, just talking this time.

martin (V.O.)

Part of me still loved Nancy. Most guys in my situation would want to kill that asshole, but me? I just wanted to warn him of the heartbreak she’d cause.

Laura walks past Jonathan, who at first doesn’t notice her, but at second glance, he waves. She smiles and waves back, blushing as she turns around.

martin (V.O.)

Everyone was moving on from our old lives. Laura had found someone new.

Sam walks up to David while he is at his locker.
sam

Hey! Did you understand the biology homework we got over the weekend?

david

Uh, yeah.

David takes Sam’s book and begins pointing out some things to her. 

martin (V.O.)

Even Dave had fallen for a cute girl. And with homecoming fast approaching, our lives were about to go to shit.

int. cafeteria-day

Laura sits down next to Martin and David, face white as a ghost. Martin and David continue their conversation, not noticing Laura’s awkward paleness. 

martin

So you like this Sam girl?

david

Yeah. She is really interesting and just… 

martin

Amazing?

david

Yeah.

martin

You gonna ask her to homecoming?

david

I tell myself I am to make me feel better, but probably not.

martin

What about you?

(pause)

Laura?

Martin and David finally notice what is wrong with Laura.

laura

He asked me to homecoming.

martin

Who?

laura

Jonathan.

david

Jonathan Bender actually thought you’d go to homecoming with him?

laura

I said yes.

Suddenly, Martin and David’s faces turn just as pale. 

david

Oh shit!

laura

What?

martin

Well, for one, he is a sophomore.

david

And an asshole!

martin

A big asshole.

laura

Shut the hell up! I can choose whoever I want!

david

But why him?

martin

I don’t get it. Are you turned on by him shooting spitballs at your friends? 

david

Yeah! He got one in my ear.

laura
Well, you are a nerd. 

david

Thank you for reminding me. 

laura

Any time.

david

You know what? You are such a vagina.

Martin chokes on his food while Laura coughs a little bit.

laura

What the hell?

martin

That was a terrible insult.

david

What? So girls can calls guys dicks but guys can’t call girls vaginas?

laura

It doesn’t work that way. Nobody likes dicks, but guys love vaginas.

Maria walks over with some food looking for a place to sit.

maria

All the others tables are full. Mind if I sit here?

David scoots down, looking over at Martin and smiling.

david

There is a seat right here.

maria

Thanks!

Maria sits down and looks awkwardly at Laura, having never met.

maria

Hi. I’m Maria. Nice to meet you.

laura

Yeah.

Martin stares at Laura. She looks back, wondering what is wrong.

laura

Oh sorry! I’m Laura.

Maria laughs an awkward laugh, just trying to break the awkward silence. 

ext. car line-later

Maria and Martin walk towards the car line slowly, enjoying each other’s company immensely. Martin has a natural talent for making Maria smile and visa versa. 

maria

I don’t think your friends really liked me very much.

martin

They are just shy and… 

(pause)

Weird I guess. Sorry.

maria

No need to apologize. 

martin

Did you and your brother get the house cleaned up in time?

maria

Yeah. I take it you got away with drinking too?

martin

Yeah.

maria

First time, huh?

martin

Yeah. I remember when I was little I was such a good child. Anytime I hear a “swear” word I’d freak out and be all like “Oh my Gosh!” and I’d walk away. I wouldn’t even watch movies that had any curse words.

(pause)

Now I say whatever the fuck I want.

Maria begins giggling. What Martin said wasn’t that funny, but it’s obvious that Maria is totally in to him.

martin

(continuing)

And now thanks to you, I drink too. 

maria

Well, I am sorry for ruining you precious childhood reputation.

Martin laughs and stops walking.

martin
Hey, um…

(pause)

Do you have a date to homecoming?

martin (V.o.)

OH SHIT! What the fuck did you just do? No wonder you curse now. It’s cause you are a dumbass! STUPID! STUPID! STUPID!

maria

Not yet.

Maria shifts positions. Her body language obviously says “ASK ME TO HOMECOMING!”

martin (V.O.)

Come on you pussy! DO IT!

martin

Would you like to go to homecoming with me?

maria

I’d love to!

Maria’s cell phone rings and she pulls it out of her purse.

maria

It’s my Dad. I have to go. I’ll call you or something.

Maria begins walking to her car.

martin 

Do you have my number?

maria

No, but I’m sure I can get it.

Maria smiles as she gets into her car. Martin slowly begins to smile. He bites his lip, thinking to himself for a moment and then continues walking.

Martin walks up next to David, who looks unhappy. He is looking at Sam, who kisses a guy named TIMOTHY AUBREY. 
martin

Is that her?

David

Samantha Keaton. The best thing that should’ve happened to me.

martin

Hey, it ain’t over yet.

david

My plans for asking her to homecoming are pretty much over.

martin

I’m sorry, man. 

martin (V.O.)

I felt bad for David. He had a pretty shitty life. Nothing ever seemed to go right for him and then she came along. It seemed like they had a chance, right? Wrong. 

david

Time to move on, I guess.

David walks away to his car. 

fade to:

int. bedroom-night

SUBTITLE: 2 weeks later…

Martin pulls up his tie and tightens it.

martin (V.O.)

Those next two weeks moved fast and furious.

int. laura’s room-continuous

Laura finishes her make-up as a CAR HONKS outside.

laura

Shit!

Laura rushes to grab her things and runs out of her room.

ext. house-continuous

Martin walks outside of his house, decked in a fancy looking suit. He opens the door to a limo.

cut to:

int. limo-continuous

Laura gets inside with a grungy looking set of people. She sits down next to Jonathan, who puts his arm around her. He pulls out a flask from his jacket and hands it to Laura, she looks somewhat surprised, but contains it inside.

ext. gym-later

Martin and Maria get out of the limo together, arm in arm. They are really happy together. David gets out after them, dateless. He looks over and sees Sam with Timothy. 

martin (V.O.)

This was it. My big moment with Maria. 
Martin moves his hand from in Maria’s to around her waist and she looks up at him, smiling. Martin looks over as another limo pulls up and Laura gets out with her date in tow. Heavy smoke filters out from the limo.
martin (V.O.)

I was worried about Laura, but now was not the time. I had to concentrate all my efforts on Maria because, let’s face it…

(pause)

I can’t dance.

int. gym-later

Music bursts over the sound system as everyone seems to be having a good time. David pours himself a glass of punch and then continues to walk around, sulking. In the corner stand Maria and Martin, awkwardly standing there.

martin

Um, would you like to dance? 

maria

To be honest, I can’t really dance.

martin (V.O.)

It was like a breath of fresh air! Finally a girl that can’t dance along with my sorry ass.

maria

I guess it was kind of stupid having our first date at a dance when I can’t…

martin

Wait. You consider this a date?

maria

(shyly)

Well, yeah. Don’t you?

martin

I guess I never thought of it that way.

maria

Do you want it to be a date? Or were you thinking just friends?

martin

No, I’d really like it to be a date.

Martin looks away, realizing he has just made a fool of himself.

maria

It’s ok, you know.

martin

What?

maria

I saw that look. It’s ok. You didn’t make a fool out of yourself. It was kinda cute actually.

A slow song begins playing and all those without dates begin wandering off the dance floor. 

maria

Now that the music has slowed down for those of us who can’t dance, do you wanna…

martin

Yeah.

Martin takes Maria by the hand and leads her to the dance floor. He pulls her in close, wrapping his arms around her. 

martin (V.O.)

Every once and a while, a pretty girl comes along that makes you believe God exists. 

(pause)

This is that girl.

Martin looks into Maria’s eyes.

martin

I really like you.

Maria gives a small, cute laugh and looks away, nervously. 

maria

I like you too.

For the first time since the story begun, Martin gives a genuine smile of happiness. He pulls her in tighter and just holds her there, slowly moving with the music.

martin (V.O.)

I was falling for this girl. I was falling hard. 

David looks over and sees Martin and Maria so close. He looks around and sees Sam and Timothy dancing slowly. He slowly makes his way out of the gym.

martin (V.o.)

For me, this was one of those moments that was truly perfect. I never wanted to let her go. 
martin

It’s been a long time since I’ve felt this good. 

Martin pulls away a little bit and looks down, deep into Maria’s eyes. He slowly moves in and tenderly kisses her on the lips. She pulls him in closer and continues to kiss him, not wanting to let go either.

Laura looks over from her date with Jonathan and sees the kiss. She smiles and tries to move in closer with Jonathan, but instead he begins to walk away.

jonathan

I’m gonna go smoke.

laura

Alright.

Laura looks dismayed as Jonathan walks away, leaving her alone.

ext. house-later

Martin walks Maria up to her front door. 

maria

I had a really a good time tonight. 

(pause)

I had a really good time with you.

martin

Me too. I was thinking maybe we could do something next weekend.

Maria smiles brightly, excited already.

maria

I’d really like that. 

Martin moves in and kisses her gently.

martin

Good-night.

maria

Night.

Martin slowly turns around and walks back towards the limo. After a few seconds, Maria comes running and grabs him. She turns him around and kisses him again. After pulling away, she takes a few breathes, smiling, and walks back inside. 

fade out

int. restaurant-later
Martin walks in and sits down next to Laura.

martin

Where is David?

laura

He went home.

martin

What? When? 

laura

About thirty minutes into the dance. 

martin

What? Why?

laura

He was lonely. 

martin

Shit.

laura

How’d your night with Maria go?

martin

It went really well. 

laura

I saw you too kiss.

Laura smiles as Martin blushes a little bit.

laura

Aww! It was so cute!

At this point, Laura is just mocking Martin.

martin

How’d things with what’s-his-face go?

laura

He went to smoke pot. 

martin

Better luck next time.

laura

Yeah. No big deal.

martin

He wasn’t right for you.

laura
Yeah. Thanks.

Martin smiles at Laura.

martin

Any time.

int. school-day

Martin runs to catch up with David.

martin

Hey! What happened to you at homecoming?

david

I left.

martin

Why?

david

I didn’t have any reason to stay. 

martin

I’m sorry I ditched you. I should’ve been a better friend.

david

No. You were there to be with Maria and you did the right thing. I had no reason to be there.

martin

So is that it?

david

What do you mean?

martin

You giving up on her that easily?

int. cafeteria-later

Martin gulps down some soda, washing down some food.

martin

I’ve met this Timothy guy. He is a real prick.

david

I know that, but I can’t just go tell her.

martin

No. You have to slowly sneak in there, wait for the right moment and make your move.

david

How do I do that?

int. hallways-later

Martin stops walking with David.

martin

You gotta become as close of friends as possible. Just get close to her. 
david

Like a stalker?

martin

Why does everyone think it’s stalker-ish? 

david

Well…

martin

Shut up. Just get close to her. Find out what her interests are, what she likes. 

david

And get into all of that?

martin

Well, give it a try, but don’t become a phony. She will see right through you. 

David

All right. Let’s give it a try.

int. classroom-day

David and Martin sit at a table, working away. At the table behind him, Sam sits with some of her friends talking.

sam

Soccer and tennis. I play both, actually.

Martin looks up at David, nodding. David looks confused.

martin

(whispering)

Soccer!

david

What?

martin 

(loudly)

David, aren’t you going out for the soccer team?

Sam turns around to look at David. As she talks, she seems interested.

sam

You’re going out for the team too?

david

Uh… I’ve been thinking about it.

sam

Well, I hope to see you out there.

int. hallways-later

The class lets out and David walks out, talking to Martin.

david

One tiny little hiccup. 

(pause)

I am physically challenged. I suck at sports!

ext. soccer field-day

Martin kicks the ball around a little bit by himself as David finishes tying his shoes.

david

Yeah, I don’t think this is a very good idea.

martin

This is a great idea! Show off your manly-ness.

david

Don’t tell Laura this, but I’m not very manly.

martin

The hell you telling me to not tell Laura for? She already knows that.

cut to:

Martin kicks a ball straight at David. It hits him in the stomach, knocking him back into the goal post.

martin

Oh shit!

Martin runs over to David as two girls walk by.
martin

You ok?

David looks over at the two girls, sucks it up, and begins getting up.

david

Fine. Totally fine. I didn’t let the ball in though.

The two girls smile, probably laughing at him inside. After they walk past, David lets out a deep breath.

david

I think I just coughed up a testicle. 

cut to:

Martin dribbles up the field, ready to take on David.

martin

You are supposed to attack.

Martin stops the ball.

david

What?

martin

Stop being such a little pussy and come take the ball from me.

Martin begins picking up the pace towards David. Out of nowhere, David slams into Martin knocking him down. He takes the ball away and dribbles towards the other side. 
martin

You got the idea.

ext. school-day

Laura sits on the bench, waiting for her ride. Jonathan walks over and sits down next to her.
jonathan

Hey.

laura

Hi.

The moment is awkward. Laura doesn’t look at Jonathan or even take notice. 

jonathan

I want to apologize for the other night. I was an asshole.

laura

Yeah, no kidding. 

jonathan

I was afraid of what my friends would think. I guess I’ve never really dated a girl like you before.

With these words, Laura looks over at Jonathan.

laura

You really mean it?

jonathan

Yeah.

Jonathan puts his arms around Laura.

jonathan

I’m so sorry. 

Laura moves in closer to Jonathan, lying her head on his shoulder. 

int. car-night

The night lights pass by in a haze. Martin looks happy. Truly happy.

ext. house-later

Martin grabs Maria’s hand as the two walk back to the car. 

int. restaurant-later

Martin takes a sip of his drink.

martin

So what are you interested in?

maria

What do you mean?

martin

Like, what do you wanna do when you grow up?

maria
I don’t know. I’ve always thought about becoming a flight attendant or a pilot. Travel, see the world. I guess I’m kind of a nerd.

martin

How does that make you a nerd?

maria

I don’t know. Most guys thought it was nerdy.

martin

I like it.

Maria smiles.

martin (V.O.)

Things were going perfect. When was I gonna screw up?

maria

What about you?

martin

What do I wanna do?

maria

Yeah. You’ve asked me questions all night. I wanna know more about you.

martin (V.o.)

Holy shit! A girl that didn’t just want to talk about herself? I swear to God, if she has a penis…

martin

Well, I don’t really know either. 

maria

Well, let’s figure this out together.

Maria smiles at Martin, who can’t help but smile back. He is falling in love.

maria

What are your hobbies? Your interests and passions?

martin

Passions?

maria

(laughing)

This is serious.

martin

Well, I guess I wanna be a writer one day.

maria

What kind? Books, poetry, music?

martin

Novelist. Write books.

maria

Wow. That is deep.

martin

Are you making fun of me?

Maria has what can only be described as a “cute” moment. 

maria

What if I am? What are you gonna do about it?

ext. beach-later

PLAYFUL SCREAMS erupt from Maria as the two run along the beach shore. Maria jumps on Martin, knocking the two of them down as they continue to LAUGH HYSTERICALLY. Martin grabs Maria’s hand and the two share a moment, looking deep into each other’s eyes. 

maria

You’re taking astronomy, right?

martin

Yeah.

Maria looks up into the night sky.

maria

Know any constellations? Anything of that sort?

martin

Well…

maria

I know it’s cliché to sit out under the stars, but…

Maria moves closer to Martin.

maria

I really like being here.

(pause)

With you. 

Maria pauses for a long time, the two sharing a quiet moment.

maria

I don’t want to rush things or freak you out, but…

(pause)

I’m kinda falling in love with you.

Martin looks at Maria. He really looks at her, not just looking at her face. 

martin

I’m falling in love with you too.

Martin kisses Maria.

fade to:

int. classroom-morning

MUSIC BUILDS UP. Martin sits at his desk, tapping his pencil as MR. DIAZ walks up behind him.

martin (V.o.)

This teacher is what I’d call an ass. 

Mr. Diaz tells Martin something, forcing him to do even more work. He points to something in the book, but the BELL RINGS and Martin smiles as he escapes the classroom.

ext. hallways-later

Martin runs up to Maria, grabbing her in his arms. He swings her around, kissing her and holding her close. The BELL RINGS and the two run off in opposite directions.
int. english room-later

Martin reads through his book. He nervously looks at the clock, waiting anxiously. SISTER MICHELLE walks past him, inspecting his work. But it doesn’t matter. The BELL RINGS and Martin is off.

ext. courtyard-later

Martin walks through the courtyard, hand-in-hand with Maria. The two smile as he hugs her tightly. 

ext. cafeteria-later

Martin and Maria walk out, laughing as they both enjoy a bagel. Martin puts his arm around her, truly in love.

ext. hallways-later

Through an open door, we can see Maria sitting in Math class. She looks bored. The camera pans down the hallway to another classroom where we can see Martin, held far away from Maria. He gives up on his math work and throws his pencil in disgust. 

The BELL RINGS, but Martin and Maria have to go in opposite directions with no time for each other. Maria waves from the end of the hall, and that is good enough for Martin.

int. classroom-later

Last class of the day. Everyone is anxiously waiting by the door for the bell. Backpacks packed, everything ready to go when the BELL RINGS. Martin takes off.

ext. school-continuously

Martin runs over to where Maria is, sweeping her up in his arms and kissing her with enthusiasm. 

martin (V.O.)

Everything was perfect in my world. 

int. restaurant-day

Martin hands the Waitress the menus and she walks away leaving Martin, David, and Laura alone.

martin

How are things with Sam?

david

Ok. We both made the soccer team.

laura

Congratulations. 

david

Yeah. No. I suck at soccer. I only made it cause this other kid broke his foot. The coach didn’t seem excited that I was apart of the team. And if I have to start…

Martin

Then I will be there to laugh.

david

Oh ha ha! Laugh at me!

martin

Oh come on! At least you get to spend time with Sam!

david

There are separate boys and girls teams.

martin

Well at least she thinks you have something in common now.

(pause)

What about you? Anyone new after Jonathan?

Laura looks nervously over at Martin.

laura

Still single and searching. 

A LOUD BEEP EMITS FROM LAURA’S PHONE.

david

What about Maria?

As Martin shares stories about Maria, Laura sneakily pulls out her cell phone and sees a text message from Jonathan.

Sorry I didn’t see u after skool. Had detention. Luv u! – jon

Laura smiles. She looks up and nods at whatever the hell it is Martin is saying and begins typing back.

I luv u 2! – L

laura

I’m so happy for you.

martin

Thanks. 

ext. hallways-day

Martin walks down the hall with confidence. He is excited about something. It is almost as if he is floating on a cloud, but it doesn’t involve Maria.

martin (V.O.)

What’s the one thing everybody looks forward into life? It’s moving from one thing to another. Growing up. Getting to do more things.

cut to:

ext. parking lot-later

A car ROARS to life with Martin in the driver’s seat. 

martin (V.O.)

Everybody looks forward to driving.

cut to:

ext. road-later

The car zooms past, moving expertly and perfectly. Martin doesn’t cut people off, but moves with confidence and carefulness. 

int. car-continuous

BOB, the teacher handling student driving, makes notes on a clipboard. He seems impressed.

bob

You are very good at this. 

martin

Thanks!

bob

You’ll be driving in no time. Just make a right up here and we will head back to school.

martin

Okey dokie.

martin (V.o.)

Before you laugh, shut up. Okey dokie is a perfectly fine thing to say.

(pause)

You see, life is like driving a car. You can being doing fine, rolling along smoothly. But sooner or later, you crash.

BAM! 

ext. street-continuous

The car SLAMS into another car pulling out of the school parking lot. Glass flies everywhere.

The door opens up as Martin gets out, legs beginning to melt under him. 

martin (V.o.)

Oh shit! This is bad!

The door opens and Bob gets out.

bob

Are you ok? Check on the other driver?

The other driver gets out and seems fine.

martin

Oh shit!

Will gets out of the car, pissed as hell.

martin (V.O.)

Will had officially become my high school enemy.

martin

Oh mother…

will

I’m gonna kill you!

cut to:

int. office-later

Martin holds a bag of ice over his eye. Laura comes running into the office.

laura

Oh my God! Are you ok? 

martin

Yeah. Where is Maria?

laura

She went home with some friends.

martin

Oh.

laura

Sorry. 

martin

No! It’s fine! No worries. 

laura

I’m sorry.

martin

Don’t worry about it.

ext. hallway-later

Martin throws the ice into a trash can as he exits the stairway into the locker area. He stops, surprised. At the other end of the hallway are Maria and KENNETH WILKINSON.
Maria laughs at something Kenneth says and the two hug. Martin decides to just turn around and walk the other way.

int. bedroom-later

Martin paces around the room, thinking to himself.

martin (V.O.)

What the hell was that little asshole doing with her? And what the hell, man? Laura, that bitch, told me Maria left! Or did Maria sneak off with that Kenneth guy? I’m gonna kill that bitch. I’m gonna knock his freaking teeth out. Oh who are you kidding? You are weak, small, and whiter than a freaking albino. You can’t knock his teeth out. You’d probably break his hand.

Martin picks up his cell phone.

martin (V.O.)

(continuing)

Ok, we are both mature. I’m sure I can just talk to her about this.

Martin decides to put his phone down.

martin (V.O.)

(continuing)

Yeah, that won’t end well. What to do? I mean, what do you do in this situation? Maybe it was no big deal. Maybe they are just friends and were working on a school project. Or maybe she left her books at school, came back, ran into him, gave him a friendly hug? Yeah! That’s it. Monday you will just talk to her about it and very sneakily ask about how her Friday was. Yes! Brilliant! You are a freaking genius! This is gonna work! Now let’s get some ice for my eye.

Martin walks out the door.

int. hallway-morning

Martin runs to catch up with Maria. 

martin

Hey!

maria

Oh, hey.

martin

Sorry I didn’t call this weekend. I was grounded.

martin (V.O.)

Bullshit!

maria

It’s ok. I heard you crashed in your driver’s class.

martin

Yeah…

(pause)

So how was your Friday? What’d you do after school.

maria

I went straight home, got ready, and had a girl’s night out. You know how it is.

martin

Yeah.

martin (V.O.)

Not really you lying bitch.

maria
Well, I better be going to class.

martin

Ok. See ya.

maria

See ya.

Maria walks away without a kiss or hug.

ext. school-later

Laura and Jonathan head out to his car. 

laura

I can’t believe you got a new car!

jonathan

Yeah. It’s pretty sweet.

laura

Maybe now you can pick me up.

jonathan

I was thinking I’d pick you up this Friday. We could go out. You know, do something. 

laura

Yeah.

jonathan

There is some crazy party at this guy’s house. My brother knows him. I’m sure it’d be ok if we went too. You wanna go?

laura

Yeah. That sounds fun. 

jonathan

All right.

laura

(repeating)

All right.

Laura smiles as Jonathan kisses her good-bye. 

int. classroom-day

David nervously walks over to where Sam is sitting, doing her work. He sits down next to her and starts a conversation up, but his voice is a little shaky. 

david

Hey.

sam

Hey, what’s up?

david

Not much. How are you and Timothy?

sam

We’re doing pretty good. Homecoming was a blast! Your first soccer game is today, right?
david

Yeah.

sam

You excited?

david

Yeah. Kinda. 

The BELL RINGS and everyone begins getting up to leave, except Sam.

sam

I’ll see you later. Me and Timothy may go to your game. 

david

Sounds good. I’ll see you there.

Sam leaves with the rest of the crowd.

david

Ok, that was awkward. 

ext. soccer field-later

Martin and Laura walk into the stands, looking out on the field for David. They find a nice seat and sit down. At this point, David and the rest of the team begins moving onto the field.

David notices Martin and Laura as they finally spot him amongst the rest of the team. They smile and wave, but David is not too enthusiastic. 

david

Shit.

The REF blows his whistle and the game begins. The other team quickly takes position of the ball. 

laura

Maria coming?

martin

At this point, I don’t know.

Sam and Timothy walk into the stands and take a seat a few rows from Martin and Laura.

martin

(whispering)

That’s the girl Dave likes. 

David looks over and sees Sam. MUSIC BEGINS SWELLING UP. She smiles and to David, it is as if the heavens are opening. 

david

Come on, David. This is your chance to impress her.

The ball is passed and David takes off. He sweeps through, stealing the ball from the other team.
Down the field David runs, taking on a mid-fielder. He fakes right and takes off to the left of the player. 

Sam rises to her feet, excited about what is about to happen. David looks back as everything feels like it is in slow-motion. He sees Sam SCREAMING with excitement. 

David kicks the ball right through the oncoming defender’s legs. He sweeps around him and catches up with his pass to himself. No more opponents standing in his way. Except one. 

David powers up and kicks the ball hard. It flies through the air as all time ceases to move. Martin and Laura rise to their feet as the ball swooshes past the goalie’s hands and into the net. 

CHEERS ERUPT FROM THE STANDS! The crowd goes wild as David raises his hands triumphantly. As the crowd in the stands begins to settle down, Maria and Kenneth enter the stands and sit next to Martin.

maria

Hey, what’d I miss?

martin

David just scored a goal. 

maria

Awesome! This is my friend, Kenneth. 

kenneth

Nice to meet you.

Kenneth stretches his hand out and Martin reluctantly shakes it.

martin

Same to you.

martin (V.O.)

Rat bastard. 

fade to:

ext. parking lot-later

David, Laura, and Martin walk towards the car having just won the game.

martin

I can’t believe you got a hat trick.

laura

Three goals. That is impressive.

david

I was only able to do it cause of Sam.

Elizabeth (o.c.)

Hey, David?

David turns to see ELIZABETH WILLIAMS. 

elizabeth

Hi. Elizabeth Williams, I write for the school paper. I was wondering if I could interview you about your game today?

david

Yeah. Can’t right now though. Tomorrow at school?

elizabeth

That works for me. I’ll find you.

Elizabeth hurries away, ready to interview the next player.

elizabeth (O.C.)

I’m with the school newspaper…

laura

Already famous. 

martin

Soon you are gonna be fighting Sam off.

david

I wish.

David looks over to see Sam get in a car with Timothy. 

fade to:

ext. hallway-day

Steve is walking with some friends when Martin comes up behind him.
martin

Hey, Steve?

steve

Yeah?

martin

Can I talk to you?

cut to:

int. classroom-continuous

Steve sits down, across from Martin.

steve

So, what’s up? 

martin

I’m having problems with Maria.
steve

What’s wrong?

martin

It’s just… I feel like she is slipping away. I feel like she is falling for some other guy. 

steve

You know, sometimes the hardest decision is choosing between the one you love and the one they love.

(pause)

Sometimes, the right choice is choosing both.

ext. hallway-later

Martin sees Maria talking to some friends. He walks up.

martin

Hey, Maria. Can I talk to you?

maria

Yeah.

Martin pauses. He has trouble getting the words out.

martin

Can I ask you something?

maria

Yeah. Sure.

martin

Are you in love with him?

Maria is taken back by this. She doesn’t answer right away.

int. restaurant-later

David and Laura are talking when Martin walks in. He sits down next to Laura, sad. 

laura

Hey, what’s wrong?

martin

We broke up.

david

What? Why?

martin

She just… 

(beat)

The spark was gone. 

laura

I’m sorry.

martin

It’s ok. Not your fault.

martin (V.O.)

I knew it’d take time to get over her. But I didn’t know it’d take that long. 

cut to:

ext. school-day

3 months later…

Martin walks down the halls with a new self-confidence. His hair has changed, his style. He is a new person.

martin (V.O.)

You’d be surprised how people can change in such short a time. 

Laura turns the corner. She is completely different. Her hair has gone dark black and her style has become punk rock. 

martin (V.O.)

Some of us want to change, but can’t seem to.

David turns the corner, dorkier than ever. Elizabeth walks past.

elizabeth

Great game, Saturday! Up for another interview?

david

Yeah.

martin (V.O.)
Sure, we all look happy. But deep down, we all have secrets. 

Martin walks past Maria, keeping his confidence up. 
int. bathroom-continuous

Martin walks in and begins breathing heavily.

martin (V.O.)

Sometimes your heart is broken.

ext. parking lot-later

Laura walks right past David and into Jonathan’s arms.

martin (V.O.)

Sometimes you leave your friends behind.

David watches as Sam, too, runs into her lover’s arms.

martin (V.O.)

And sometimes, you just have nothing left.

int. bathroom-later

David stands in front of the mirror. He picks up a razor and looks at it closely. 

martin (V.o.)

We all need help sometimes, but we have trouble asking.

int. hallway-day

David walks past Martin, obviously hiding something.

martin

David, you ok?

david

I’m fine.

martin (V.o.)

Why is everyone so caught up with having a boyfriend or girlfriend?

ext. school-later

Martin walks towards the car line, passing by couple after couple. Some are holding hands, some kiss, but all are enjoying each other’s company. 

martin (V.O.)

Sometimes I find myself telling friends that I like some other girl. I try and lie to myself so I can think that my feelings for Maria are gone. But they are still there. And it still hurts.

int. classroom-day

Elizabeth turns on a tape recorder and begins reading questions off a sheet of paper. David looks on, nervous as hell.

elizabeth

What is it like being the star player on the team? I mean, you claim to have never played soccer before this year, but your debut game was amazing. A hat trick, something rarely down here at school.

david

It is ok, I guess. I haven’t changed that much.
elizabeth

Does it feel good? I mean, I’m sure it helps with the ladies.

david

You’d think it would, but it doesn’t.

elizabeth

Oh come on! Please, that’s a terrible lie.

david

No, I’m serious. 

elizabeth

It hasn’t helped you get one girl?

david

Nope.

elizabeth

Well, I’m sure it helped somehow. 

(pause)

Maybe you just don’t know it yet.

Elizabeth smiles.

int. cafeteria-day

David and Martin sit at a table, alone.

david

I just don’t know what to do.

martin

What do you mean?

david

Oh come on. You know me. I’ve never really had a girlfriend before. But I think Elizabeth likes me.

martin

You gonna go for it?

david

I don’t know. I really like Sam still. You’d think I would’ve moved on by now, but nope. Not me.

martin

Yeah, I understand that all too well. 

david

But I’ve been lonely my whole life. Maybe I need this, you know?

martin

I think you should go for it.

david

But would that make me shallow? Is that how you become a sell-out?

martin

I think it’ll help you get over Sam. I think you do need this. Go for it.

ext. hallway-later

David runs down the hall, trying to catch up with Elizabeth.

david

Hey, Elizabeth!

elizabeth

Yeah?

david

I, uh, was wondering…

(pause)

Would you like to go out Friday?

elizabeth

Yeah, I’d like that. 

David

Really?

elizabeth

Yeah.

david

All right.

elizabeth

I’ll see you tomorrow.

Martin watches as David walks away, ecstatic.

martin (V.O.)

It’s funny. I used to be the one that had someone. Now I was the only one that had nothing. Its funny how so much changed after second semester began.

ext. school-later

Martin walks to his car, but stops as he sees Laura and Jonathan making out. He thinks about her for a moment, but then gets in his car.

jonathan

I’ve been thinking. Maybe it’s time we take this relationship to the next step.

laura

Really?

jonathan

Yeah.

(pause)

My parents aren’t gonna be home Saturday. You wanna come over?

laura

Yeah, I’d like that.

jonathan

Cool.

martin (V.O.)

Yet another friend lost to the war of love.

ext. street-day

Martin rides down the street on his bike trying to clear his head. He repeatedly sees couples walking, driving, or sharing a home. 

martin (V.o.)

I need to find someone new.

int. bedroom-night

Martin sits down at his computer and begins typing.

www.myspace.com 

Martin begins creating a profile. Under status, he confidently clicks single. 

Satisfied, he presses the enter button and his Myspace shows up, complete with a picture.

Fade to:

No New Friend Requests
Martin looks tired.

fade to:

Martin still has zero friends. He decides to give up and leaves.

ext. baywalk-night

Martin walks around, desperately looking for someone he knows. Groups of friends pass by, having a good time. 

A couple passes by and Martin stops to watch. They notice him and begin to get creped out. Martin shrugs it off and continues walking. 

martin (V.O.)

What’s my problem? Am I really that unlikable?

int. science lab-day

Martin looks at his jar of dirt. He looks unsatisfied. Looking around the room, he notices everyone else’s jars have small plants begin to sprout. Some have pretty big plants forming. He raises his hand and MRS. PALMER walks over.

mrs. palmer

What’s wrong?

martin

My plant won’t grow. 

mrs. palmer

You follow the directions?

martin

Yeah.

Mrs. Palmer begins examining the jar of dirt. Finally, she figures it out.

mrs. palmer

What you have is an empty seed. It has nothing left to offer. You need to start over. 

Mrs. Palmer walks away.

martin (V.O.)

Am I an empty seed? Nothing left to offer? Maybe I should start over. But where did I go wrong?

int. hallway-day

Martin walks up to Maria’s locker.
martin

Hey. I was wondering if we could talk.

maria

I guess. What about?

martin

Ok, just listen before you try and stop me. I haven’t really gotten over you. I should’ve, but I haven’t. And I’m really trying. I’ve done everything I could think of. Except one thing. I just need to know what it was that I did wrong. Maybe that will give me some bit of closure.
maria

You really wanna know?

martin

Yeah.

maria

You were really sweet and kind to me, but you were clingy. I need some space. And after a while, I got annoyed. It was great for a while, but not forever. 

martin

Thanks.

maria

I hope you move on soon. You do deserve better. You were the best boyfriend I had other than being too clingy. You fix that, and you are the perfect guy.

Maria walks away.

martin (V.o.)

If only other girls would realize that. But what a bitch! Clingy? CLINGY! I actually tried to care about her and be a good boyfriend! And instead I’m clingy!

int. restaurant-later

Martin slams down his drink, spilling it.

martin

Clingy! Can you believe that bitch!

david

Have you ever stopped to think that maybe she is right?

martin

What do you mean?

david 

Maybe you were clingy. You did kind of abandon me and Laura when you were with her. Same way Laura is with Jonathan.

martin

Yeah. I’ve been meaning to talk to her about that. 

martin (V.o.)

Maybe I reacted too badly at first. Maria was right. The more I think about it, the more I get it. And everybody is always mad at their ex and claim it was a bad experience. But was it really? Sure, things may have ended badly, but you always learn or gain something from the experience. And once you learn enough, you are able to find the right one and make it work. It’s like my science teacher told me. To find the right one, you gotta go through a trial and error process.

int. bedroom-night

Martin walks in as Laura is brushing her hair.

martin

Hey.

laura

Oh, hi.

martin

Your Mom let me in.

laura

That’s fine. What’s up?

martin

I’ve been meaning to talk to you.

laura

About what?

martin

You and Jonathan.

laura

Not you too. I already got grilled by my parents. 

martin

Me and David are really worried about you. 

laura

What do you mean?

martin

Well, for one, you started drinking and I heard you started doing drugs.

laura

Oh my God!

martin

Just stop, I’m not saying that’s a bad thing. I mean, I understand that in high school, you do that kind of stuff. You aren’t really there to learn about math or science, you are supposed to learn who you truly are. And maybe this is truly you, but I don’t think so. 

(pause)

I hope not.

laura

Well who the hell else am I supposed to be?

martin

The girl I was best friends with once. The girl I could tell anything to. The girl who always knew what to do. Now you are just the girl that is dark and emo. I don’t even know what emo means.

laura

Emotional. Emo-tional. 

martin

Whatever. The point is, I feel like I don’t even know you anymore and I really miss having you around. I’m not saying you have to change, but just think. You know? Just stop giving into peer pressure to make others happy. Someday, you are gonna make some guy so happy. But right now, you need to make yourself happy.
laura

Who the hell are you to tell me what to do? You aren’t even happy! You judge my life and my choices! You can’t even make the right ones. Just get out!

Martin nods his head and complies with Laura’s request. He starts to walk out the door when he pauses for a moment.

martin

You know, I’ll always love you.

Martin leaves. Laura is left alone. She thinks to herself for a few moments, but shrugs off what Martin said and continues brushing her hair. 

ext. house-later

Laura runs out and hops into Jonathan’s car as MUSIC BEGINS BUILDING UP.

ext. street-continuous

The car speeds down the street like a bat out of hell. Laura seems to be having a good time.

int. house-continuous

Martin sits down in front of the TV and begins watching “MOULIN ROUGE.”

int. restaurant-continuous

David sits down across from Elizabeth and smiles, happy to finally have found someone. The Waiter comes over and they begin to order.

ext. backyard-continuous

A party rages on as a band performs on the deck. The crowd goes wild as Jonathan grabs Laura, taking her away. He begins kissing her.

jonathan

Come on. Let’s get out of here. 

laura

Ok.

int. bedroom-continuous
Martin looks at a picture frame. The picture is of Martin and Maria when the two were actually happy. He takes the picture out of the frame.

int. restaurant-continuous

Elizabeth and David smile as David tells a story. Elizabeth is entranced, not able to look away from David, even for a second.

int. bedroom-continuous

The door shuts as Jonathan and Laura passionately make out. 

int. living room-continuous

Martin looks at the picture and tosses it into the fire.

int. restaurant-continuous

David takes Elizabeth by the hand and the two begin dancing, having a marvelous time.

int. bedroom-continuous

Jonathan pulls Laura’s shirt off, leaving her in her bra. He begins taking off his own shirt as the two move to the bed. 

int. living room-continuous

Martin looks at the same picture frame. He has replaced Maria’s picture with a picture of him, Laura, and David from the first day of high school.

int. bedroom-continuous

Laura is on top of Jonathan, the two making out, but then it hits her. 

laura

I can’t do this anymore.

jonathan

What?

laura

This isn’t the real me.

Laura puts her shirt back on.

int. restaurant-continuous

David twirls Elizabeth around on the dance floor expertly, but his happiness is wearing off. 

int. living room-later

There is a KNOCK at the door. Martin gets up, pausing his movie, and walks to the door. 

He opens it up to reveal Laura. She stand there, awkwardly, arms wrapped around herself from the cold.

laura
Can I come in?

martin

Yeah. 

Martin moves aside as Laura comes in and then he shuts the door. The two walk back to the living room.

laura

Watching Moulin Rouge again?

martin

Yeah. It speaks a lot to me. It’s right about love being all you need, but it never lasts. 

laura

I broke up with Jonathan. I was sitting there and we were about to have sex and it hit me. 

martin

What did?

laura

I’m not ready for any of this. 

(pause)

I’ve really messed up my life, haven’t I?

martin

Not yet. You still have time.

laura

I abandoned all my real friends. I don’t even know what’s real anymore.

martin

Yeah, I feel like that sometimes.

laura

So why are you so depressed?

martin

I don’t even know anymore. Maybe that’s why I am still depressed. I guess, really, I have nothing left to be happy about. 

The front door opens. David walks in after his date. He sees Laura on the couch with Martin and sits down in the chair.

david

I broke up with her.

laura

Why?

david

I didn’t love her. And that’s important to me.
martin

She broke up with him.

david

Really?

laura

Yeah.

martin

I guess we are back to square one.

int. hallway-day

Martin, Laura, and David walk down the hallway, friends again. Laura has dyed her hair back blonde. 

LIAM, a gossipy freshman, whispers to his friend.

liam

There she is! The slut who slept with Jonathan.

Laura hears this, as does Martin. He begins walking over.

laura

Martin! Don’t!

martin

Hey, she didn’t do anything with that rat bastard, ok? So stop starting shit. 

liam

Hey, that’s just what I heard! And I’ve seen her with him. She is a total slut!

Martin swings his fist, slamming it into Liam’s face.

laura

MARTIN! 

BILL and DAMIEN, two juniors walk over and grab Martin by the arms, pulling him away. 
martin

Hey! Get off of me!

The two drag Martin down stairs to a secluded spot and toss him to the ground.

martin

What the hell?

bill

You’ve been messing with my sister, haven’t you?

martin

Shit, Bill. No.

bill

She told me you wanted some closure?

martin

Yeah.

bill

You still love her?

martin

Yeah.

Bill punches Martin in the face, knocking him to the ground. 

bill

How about now?

martin

Yes.

Bill hits him again. This goes on repeatedly.

martin (V.O.)

Maybe I was looking for some validation in my life. I don’t know what came over me, but I did still love her. 

Bill gives up.

bill

Come on. This asshole has learned his lesson.

Laura comes down from the stairway down the hall.

Laura

MARTIN!

Laura comes running after him, followed by David.

laura

Holy shit!

Martin slowly gets up, blood falling from his face.

laura

Are you ok?

martin

No. Not yet, at least. 

laura

Come on, let’s get you to the nurse’s office. 

int. office-later

Laura finishes helping wash the blood off Martin’s heavily bruised face. 

laura

God, what has happened to you?

martin

What do you mean?

laura

You are the best person I know. You always make the right decisions, but I always see you suffering.

martin

Right doesn’t always lead to happiness. Not immediately, at least. 

laura

I wish I made the right decisions. I remember, when I was with Jonathan, we decided to shoplift. It was bad.

martin

You shoplifted?

Martin laughs.

laura

Yeah. I regret it, but it was kinda funny. I took some earrings.

martin

How’d you get away with it?

Laura

I stuck them in my mouth and chewed up the tags enough so the alarm thing couldn’t detect it. 

martin

That’s pretty clever.

laura

Yeah, we stole fried chicken from the store once, too.

martin

Wow.
laura

It was stupid. I regret it so much. Thanks.

martin

For what?

laura

You stopped me from becoming what I hate. 
martin
Anytime.

ext. hallway-later

Martin walks out, bruised, but refreshed.

martin (V.O.)

Getting hit in the face really changed me. It was the closure I needed. Now I’m not recommending to go out and get hit in the face, but for the first time, it made me feel something else, even if it was still pain.
A girl walks towards Martin.

martin (V.O.)

And then I met her.

MELISSA WALTERS, a beautiful brunette, passes by Martin. 

melissa

Nice face.

She smiles and laughs as she passes by. Martin stops to turn around and look at her as she walks past. 

martin (V.O.)

Her name was Melissa.

ext. school-day

3 weeks until summer…

Martin, Laura, and David get out of the car. They walk into the halls as everyone looks upon them, mimicking their arrival on the first day of school.

But something is different. They don’t get looks of disgust. In fact, people wave and are quite friendly to them. Except Will, who walks past, ready to hit Martin. 

martin (V.O.)

Summer was inching nearer and nearer and we were excited. The only problem was that none of us had dates to the end of the year school dance. It was to take place on the last day of school. It was our last chance to make something out of our freshman year.

int. classroom-day

Mr. Diaz begins passing out sheets.

mr. diaz

Here are your very broad study guides for your final exams. They will be twenty percent of your semester grade.

martin

Shit.

int. science lab-later

Mrs. Palmer begins handing out study guides herself.

mrs. palmer

I will not offer any help. You are on your own. Time to grow up.

martin

Shit!

int. english room-later

Sister Michelle passes out a series of books to the students.

sister michelle

You are to read this book and give a one page essay on the final exam. You are pretty much screwed.

martin (v.o.)

No kidding. 

int. cafeteria-later

Martin looks at the book and SIGHS.

laura

God I am so pissed.
martin

Why?

laura

You know how sometimes you still get jealous over your ex?

martin

Yeah, I guess.

laura

Well, he is gonna have a date to the dance by the end of the day and I am gonna be alone. 

martin

Who is he asking to the dance? 

laura

Some girl. I don’t know her name.

david

None of us have dates. 

laura

Sam still going with that Timothy guy?

david

Yeah.

laura

She’ll come around. They are bound to break up sooner or later. Why do you like her so much though?
david

She is so much like me and just amazing. She is like the girl version of me.

laura

You are the girl version of you.

cut to:
int. class-later

Martin sits at his desk, bored as hell. The teacher is rambling on about something, which probably isn’t that important. Liam is gossiping away as usual.

liam

Did you hear who Jonathan is gonna ask out? He is gonna ask out that Melissa girl! So kinky!

martin

Wait, what?

liam

Jonathan Bender is asking out Melissa Walters.

martin

Oh shit.

liam

He’s gonna do it at the end of the day, which is in two minutes.

MUSIC BEGINS KICKING UP. Martin looks at the clock. Two minutes from two.

martin (V.O.)

You gotta do what you gotta do.

Martin gets up and begins heading for the door. He runs out.

int. hallway-continuous

Martin bursts out of the classroom and down the hall. He jumps down two flights of stairs and continues around the corner.
ext. courtyard-continuous

Martin cuts across the lawn as the BELL RINGS.

int. hallway-continuous

Martin bursts into the new building as students begin to exit their classrooms. He runs down the hallway, pushing through people. This is too important to be stopped.

int. music room-continuous

The door bursts open as MR. LITTLEMAN collects papers off the desks.

martin

Where is Melissa?

mr. littleman

She left with the rest of the class. She went with her brother.

martin

Shit!

ext. school-continuous

Martin bursts through the doors heading for the parking lot. 

martin (V.O.)

Maybe I can catch her before that asshole Jonathan!

ext. parking lot-continuous

Martin sees Melissa getting into her car with her brother all the way across on the other side of the parking lot. He decides to take off anyway.

He runs through a sea of cars and people, dodging traffic as Melissa’s brother pulls out. 

Martin cuts across just as Melissa’s brother takes off. He tries to stop them, but the car slams into Martin.

Melissa jumps out of the car and rushes over to Martin’s side. He seems pretty ok, just a little out of breath.

martin

I was not expecting that…

melissa

Are you ok?

martin

Yeah. I think so.

melissa

What’s wrong with you? You could’ve died!

martin

I had to ask you something.

melissa

What is it?

martin

I was wondering if you’d go to the school dance with me?

Melissa smiles.

melissa

You got hit by a car just to ask me that? 

martin

Yeah. 

melissa

Well, then my answer is yes.

Martin smiles as Melissa helps him up. 

int. hallways-later

Martin runs through the halls to go get his backpack.

martin (V.O.)

With a small turn of events, things seemed to be back to the way they were when school began. 

int. cafeteria-day

Martin stands in line for tickets to the dance. He finally gets to the front of the line.

martin

Two for the dance, please.

Martin pays and walks back to his seat with David and Laura.

martin
This is gonna be a good night, I can tell.

laura

I’m not going.

martin

Why not?

laura

No date.

martin

Oh come on. I’m sure you can find somebody.

laura

I don’t want to.

martin

Just buy a ticket in case you change your mind.

laura

Maybe.

martin

What about you?

david

Maybe. I may go just in case Sam saves a dance for me.

ext. school-day

Last Day of School…
Martin walks in, practically dancing. He has a swing to his step. Nothing can bring him down.

int. classroom-later

Mr. Diaz hands Martin an exam and he smirks.

martin (V.O.)

If only he knew I had the answers on my shoe, he wouldn’t smirk.

int. science lab-later

Mrs. Palmer walks around collecting exams as the BELL RINGS.

mrs. parker

Have a good summer kids. Stay safe!

int. english room-later

Martin finishes a page of his essay and starts a new sheet of paper. Sister Michelle looks impressed.

int. hallways-later

The BELLS RING and students explode out, throwing paper everywhere and cheering. Martin runs out to his locker.

martin (V.O.)

Have to hurry! Have to get home and get ready for tonight! This promises to be the greatest night of my life so far.
int. bedroom-night

Martin puts on his dress shirt, trying to look “snazzy” for Melissa.

martin (V.O.)

I had already perfected the first date at a school dance. I just had to follow through.

int. living room-continuous

Laura sits down with a tub of ice cream and turns on a movie. 

int. bedroom-continuous

David tightens up his tie. 

david

Last chance to do something.

int. kitchen-continuous

Martin sits waiting, looking at his watch when a HONK blares from outside. Martin gets up and walks out the door.

ext. house-continuous

David hurries over to the limo and opens up the car door.

int. limo-continuous

Martin gets in and takes a seat next to David.

int. living room-continuous

Laura looks at the clock and notices the time getting later.

ext. house-continuous

The limo pulls up and Martin hops out. He runs up to the front door and knocks. He spits out his mint just as the door opens. 

A beautiful Melissa in a long, flowing dress walks out. She smiles at Martin and turns around to say “Bye” to her Mom.

martin

You look beautiful.

melissa

Thanks.

Melissa and Martin walk back to the limo.

int. living room-continuous

Laura reaches into the tub of ice cream, but it is empty.

laura

This is gonna be a long night.

ext. restaurant-later

The limo pulls up and everybody begins getting out.

martin (V.O.)

It is customary to take the limo to a fancy restaurant for dinner before the big dance. 

int. restaurant-later

Martin laughs as he finishes a sip of his drink. Him and Melissa seem to be having a pretty good time.

martin

Yeah, so I slammed into his car. It was pretty bad.

melissa

My brother did that once, except he hit you.

Martin laughs at this stupid joke, obviously very into Melissa.

Melissa

That was very sweet of you just to ask me to go to the dance as friends and all. If I had done that, I would’ve been expecting more.

martin (V.O.)

Oh shit.

(pause)

Ok, just don’t blow it.

martin

Well, it was important to me.

melissa

That’s so sweet. Well, I’m ready, how about you guys?

david

More than ready.

ext. parking lot-later

Everyone is walking back to the limo when Martin quietly has a conversation with David.

martin

She thought I meant just as friends! What do I do?

david

I don’t know! Try and work your way into it or something. Don’t blow it though.

martin

Shit. I wish Laura was here to tell me what to do.

int. bathroom-continuous

Laura walks into the bathroom and opens the cabinet. She pulls a razor and some pills out. 

martin (V.O.)

But everybody has a secret…

Laura looks at the razor and pills as a single tear comes out. 

ext. gym-night

The MUSIC IS BLASTING as the Limo pulls up. The doors open and everyone gets out as it moves into slow motion.

martin (V.O.)
Here we go. This is it. Time to prove you are worth a damn to Melissa.

david

High school sucks.

int. gym-continuous 

Martin and Melissa walk in to a spectacle. The gym is filled with romantic lights and a DJ up front. The crowd is moving hard and fast. 

David walks in and instantly moves to the punch table. Steve walks past him and up to Martin.

steve

Hey, man! Long time, no see!

martin

Yeah! Steve, this is Melissa. Melissa, this is Steve.

steve

Nice to meet you! You’ve got a great guy right here.

melissa

Well, we aren’t exactly dating.

steve

Oh. Just here as friends?

melissa

Yeah.

steve

Well, you got a great friend. 

The song changes and Martin looks over to see Nancy dancing with Will. He is stunned.

martin

Jesus Christ.

melissa

What is it?

martin

Oh, nothing. I just haven’t heard this song in a while. That’s all. 

cut to:

Martin is standing by the punch table when Nancy walks over. 

nancy

Hey! We haven’t talked in forever. 

martin

I know. 

nancy

So how have you been? I remember hearing about you and Maria.

martin

It’s going good now actually. I moved on. It was hard, but I think I found someone new. 

nancy

Who?

martin

Melissa.

nancy

Oh I like her! She would be so good for you! Hey, where is Laura and David? I haven’t seen them in a while too. 
martin

Laura didn’t come.

nancy

Why not?

martin

No date.

nancy

I guess after Jonathan and all…

martin

Yeah. I’m kinda worried about her. She has been pretty depressed lately.

nancy

That sucks. What about David?

martin

He is chasing some girl. 

nancy

Well, I gotta get back to my date. I’ll see you around.

Martin walks away with two glasses of punch. He passes Liam talking to two girls. 

liam

You got high in the bathroom? STUPID! STUPID! STUPID!

(pause)

Use protection.

Martin hands Melissa’s drink to her.

martin

Does that kid ever shut up?

melissa

Nope. Never.

David walks up to Sam while she is alone.

david

Hey!

sam

Oh hi! I didn’t know you were here!

david

Yeah. I thought you were here with Timothy?

sam

Oh he is just in the bathroom. 

david

Oh. Are you having a good time?

sam

The best! I love to dance!

david

Awesome.

sam

What about you?

david

Started off slow. It’s picking up. 

sam

That’s good.

Timothy walks over, wiping his hands on his shirt.

timothy

Come on, babe.

sam

It was so great seeing you! Have a good summer.

Sam walks away leaving David alone.

david

Good to see you too.

cut to:

David walks over to where Martin is drinking even more punch.

david

Lighten up on the punch, man.

martin

She is talking to some friends. We haven’t danced once.

david

Well at least you got a date. 

martin

What’s with you and Sam?

david

She is just…

martin

What?

david

So happy.

David grabs a glass of punch and drinks it.

david

What am I supposed to do? If I can’t have her, then I want her to be happy at least.

martin

There’s nothing left. I’m really sorry. But it could be worse.

david

Yeah. I guess.

martin

I saw Nancy tonight. I even talked to her?

david

How was that?

martin

Awkward as hell.

Melissa walks over to Martin.

melissa

You wanna dance?

martin

I’d love to. 

Martin gets up, leaving David alone.

martin

Sorry. 

david

Do what you gotta do.

Martin and Melissa walk out onto the dance floor. Martin puts his hand on her waist and his other hand in her hand. They dance, but they aren’t wrapped around each other.

melissa
Thanks for asking me to come.

martin

It was my pleasure.

melissa

I would’ve felt so lame without a date to this thing.

martin

Yeah, me too.

melissa

I was waiting for this one guy to ask me, but he never did. You really saved me.

martin

Well, I’m glad I was able to help.

David pulls out his cell phone and goes through the phone book. He dials “LAURA.”

int. bedroom-continuous

A phone on the dresser RINGS. No answer.

int. gym-continuous

David hangs up.

david

Well, shit. 

The music changes and Martin twirls Melissa around on the dance floor. Their dancing is impressive and showy, but doesn’t draw too much attention. It looks as if they are having a good time.

martin (V.O.)

Everyone has secrets. They hide something on the inside, which is hard to say to others. And I just couldn’t tell her.

Will and Nathan walk out of the bathroom, drunk as hell. They see David sitting in the corner.

david

Oh shit!

Will

Come on!

Will and Nathan run over to David and grab him.

nathan

Long time, no see!

will 

Come on!

david
No! NO!

Martin walks back over to get some more punch as Melissa runs off to talk to some friends. Maria walks over.

martin (V.o.)

Not again.

maria

Hey.

martin

Hi.

maria

Listen, I just wanted to say that I was so sorry about what my brother did. I had no idea he was gonna do it.

martin

It’s ok. Don’t worry about it.

There is an awkward pause. 

martin

So how are you and Kenneth?

maria

We are good. I’m really happy.

martin

I’m glad. That’s…

(pause)

Fantastic.

maria

Yeah. I just wanted to say I was sorry.

martin

It’s ok. Bye.

maria

See ya.

Maria runs back off into the sea of people.

martin (V.O.)

I thought tonight was gonna be the best night of my life so far, but it was already crumbling.

martin

I should call Laura.

Martin pulls out his cell phone and dials a number. 

int. bedroom-continuous

Laura’s phone rings yet again, but there is no answer.

int. gym-continuous

Martin hangs up and takes a sip of punch.

martin

Probably hanging out with Ben and Jerry.

Martin sets down his punch and walks into the bathroom. 

int. bathroom-continuous

Martin walks in and heads over to the urinal when he hears something.

david (O.C.)

GET OFF OF ME!

Martin looks over to see Will and Nathan try and drunk David in a toilet. 

martin

Hey, get off of him!

Martin walks over and throws a punch at Nathan, knocking him out.

will

I’m gonna kick you ass!

Will throws a punch, but Martin ducks. He throws one into Will’s ribs, knocking him back a bit. He grabs Will’s hair and slams his head into the bathroom door. Will falls to the ground, drunk, and out cold. 

martin

Hey, you ok?

david

Yeah, thanks.

martin

Stupid little bastards.

int. gym-continuous

Martin and David walks out, loosening their ties.

martin
That was satisfying. 

david

Yeah. Smells like shit in there.

martin

There is shit in there, David.

Melissa runs over to Martin, excited as hell. She grabs Martin’s arms and begins talking at an unbelievable rate.

melissa

Remember how I told you there was this guy and I was really hoping he’d ask me to the dance? Well then you saved me, but he just asked me to dance! And I think he likes me! And I said yes! But I owe it all to you! Thank you! Thank you! Thank you so much! I am so thankful to have a friend like you!
Melissa hugs Martin and runs off for the last time, not coming back or thinking twice about her decision.

martin (V.O.)

That’s that. 

david

I’m so sorry.

martin

Don’t be. I would’ve screwed up sooner or later. My romances always fail. 

Martin walks over to the chairs and sits down as Howie Day’s “COLLIDE” comes on. 

martin (V.O.)

This is about where the story started off. Alone, depressed. I’m a failure.

David looks over and sees Sam so happy with Timothy. He nods, knowing what he has to do, and turns around to leave the dance. 

Elizabeth dances with Steve and he pulls her in closely. Maria and Kenneth kiss as they dance. Nancy holds a rag over Will’s eye, helping him recover. She shoots Martin a dirty look, but it’s as if he is dead. 
Martin sits alone in an empty row of seats, except a weird girl at the end who is drawing sharks on the wall. She must be high.

martin (V.O.)

You get to a point in your life when you think you have it all figured out.

Martin looks over at the girl drawing sharks.

martin (V.O.)

Maybe I don’t have things as bad as her. Maybe I’m not an empty seed. Maybe I’m not a lot of things. I guess I don’t really have anything figured out. My life is nothing but a bunch of failures. I have no idea what I want to do when I grow up. But most of all, I have no love in my life. And I know what you are saying, “What a cheesy thing to say!” But it’s true. Think about the time you won that ball game. What was it that got you through? It was your love of the game. Think about the time your friend did something, but you got blamed and you took the fall. It was your love for you friends. What kept me going all this time was my love for Maria. Then that failed. And now this. 
The song changes to “Wonderwall” by Oasis. Martin looks over at the shark girl as a guy walks over and asks her to dance. This guy happens to be a guy that shark girl was forced to kiss during a game of spin the bottle.
martin (V.O.)

My life officially sucks.

Martin pulls out his cell phone and dials “Laura.” After a few moments, he puts his cell phone down and is surprised as Laura is standing right in front of him.

martin

Hey!

laura

Hey. Care to dance?

martin

I’d love to. 

Martin gets up and he and Laura walk to the dance floor. He puts his hand out to take hers, but she wraps her arms around him and he does the same.

martin

I thought you weren’t coming.

laura

I wasn’t planning on it. So where is your date?

martin

Ditched me.

laura

I figured. I’m sorry.

martin

It’s ok. Wasn’t gonna go anywhere anyway. 

The two stop talking for a few moments, enjoying the dance.

laura

I have something I need to tell you.

martin

What is it?

laura

I almost committed suicide tonight.

martin

What?

laura

I was thinking about it and I realized I had nothing left to really live for.

martin

What made you change your mind?

laura

I remember that time we had that science project and we built that bridge of toothpicks.

martin

That was a good time.

laura

And then I remembered how we skipped school to go see the new Harry Potter movie cause I wanted to see it so badly.

martin

That was fun too.

laura

And then I realized how much I loved you.

martin

What?

laura

Martin, I’m in love with you. I didn’t realize it until tonight. But it finally hit me. You are the only one who I can ever be myself around. How many other people know I’m obsessed with Harry Potter? I ridicule David for it. 

martin

I never understood that.

laura

Yeah. But you are the only person that has ever cared about me and actually made me happy. You warned me about Jonathan repeatedly and were right. 

martin

I don’t know what to say.

laura

Well, what do you think? You think we have a shot?

Martin pulls away from Laura so he can look into her eyes. He thinks about it for a moment. 

martin

I don’t know. 

Laura begins to look sad.

martin

But I wanna give it a shot.

laura

Really?

Martin pulls Laura closer and whispers in her ear. 

martin

Really.

The two continue to dance, finally having found somebody. In the corner, Jonathan and a friend stand, watching on.
jonathan

I can’t believe that bitch. Turning me down for that guy. 

(pause)

You know what?

Jonathan reaches into his pocket and pulls out a lighter. He lights it up and holds it up to a faucet hanging from the ceiling incase of a fire. Water immediately begins spurting out and Jonathan races out of the gym.

Water begins pouring down on everyone. Elizabeth, Steve, Will, Nathan, Maria, Nancy, Timothy, and Kenneth all run out, right past Martin and Laura who just stand there. “Everybody Needs Somebody To Love” begins to play.

laura

What do we do now?

martin

Well, I could kiss you.

Laura smiles.

laura

You could do that. 

Martin leans in to kiss Laura.

fade to:

ext. gym-continuous

David sits on the steps all alone as Sam walks up to him.

sam

Hey. You wanna dance?

david

Yeah. I’d like that.

cut to:

int. dance hall-night

No longer in the gym, everyone begins dancing and having a good time. Martin and Laura dance goofily, but they make each other laugh and have a good time.

Martin looks over and see David and Sam pretty much grinding up on each other. Laura laughs. 

Steve pulls Elizabeth in closer and kisses her. The Shark Girl grabs her man and kisses him. Maria kisses Kenneth. Everybody from through-out the story finds their significant other. 

martin (V.O.)

I used to think that my romances failed. But they don’t really fail. They just don’t work out. Sometimes the things we need to hear are the things we’ve known all along. Life is full of surprises. You can’t plan ahead. You can’t plan what you are gonna say or do with a girl and hope for it to work out. There is always an obstacle. But if you really love someone, you can make it work.

(pause)

No matter what. 

(pause)

Laura might be another one of my so called failed romances one day. But not right now. Not today. And that’s all that matters.

The crowd goes wild as the music continues to build up. In the center of all of this is Martin and Laura, hugging each other closely. The music cuts out.

cut to:

int. gym-night

The water continues pouring down as the music kicks back in for a brief moment. The water catches with the wires plugged into the sound system as explosions go off behind Martin and Laura. They kiss for the first time, truly in love.

cut to black

THE END

