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EXT. CEMETERY - DAY

A man walks to a grave with a BUNCH OF FLOWERS in his hand, this is JACK PETERS. 

The crunch of his footsteps can be heard as he walks through the wet grass that shows residue after a rainy day. 

Jack stands in front of a grave and stares at it for a while. 

He goes on one knee and places the flowers on the grave that reads “DIANE PETERS, BELOVED SISTER, BELOVED MOTHER”

The rumble of thunder is heard in the air and rain begins to fall. 

jack

(To Grave)

Happy Birthday, Mom. 

He gets on his feet and turns to go when he sees a man in his late fifties standing next to a tree, this is STEPHEN PETERS. 

Jack glares at him for a beat and then he continues to walk. 

Stephen walks to the grave and lays a RED ROSE next to Jack’s flowers scattered about. 

jack

Jack watches the man cautiously as he lays flowers on his mother’s grave. 

cut to:

EXT. cemetery - DAY

Jack walks to this man, who he does not know who he is. He watches Stephen say a prayer and then Stephen turns around to discover Jack. 

jack

Did you know my mother?

stephen

You could say we were associates. When did she pass on?

jack

About one year ago. 

(Beat)

So, how did you know her?

stephen

We attended the same church group.

jack

My mom didn’t go to any church.

(Beat)

So who are you?

stephen

OK, this will come to a shock to you but…

(Then)

I’m your father.

Jack’s face is expressionless as he stares in disbelief at the man. 

jack

What? My father is dead. 

stephen

Is that what she told you? 

jack

Are you calling my mom a liar? 

Pause. 

stephen

Your mother called me a year ago and told me you were looking for me. 

He takes out an ID card out of his pocket.

stephen

(Shows him the ID)

Look! That’s my name: Stephen Peters. Your father.

Jack just glares at this man claiming to be his father with the ID badge and then turns angrily at his mother grave. 

jack

You’re a bit late, aren’t you? 

stephen

Look I know you’re angry and maybe a bit upset but I want to be part of your life.

jack

It’s not gonna happen! 

(Beat)

You think you can make up for all those years you were gone. Mom told me you died! 

(Beat)

You know how that made me feel? Thinking the one male role model I coulda had was gone, dead! 

Stephen has no answer for Jack’s trial and tribulations without him, without his father. 

Jack walks off and off screen we hear the roar of a car engine. 

cut to:

jack’s car

Jack is in his car ready to go, Stephen runs to his car window as the rain falls on him.

stephen

Wait! Let’s talk about this! 

jack

You wanna talk? 

(Then)

There’s nothing to talk about!

He closes the car window and drives off through a corridor of graves into the distance. 

stephen

Wait! 

The man stands there guilty as sin. He looks back at Diane’s grave.

cut to:

tight on grave

He reads the inscription on the grave. 

cut to:

INT. jack peters dining room - NIGHT

Jack sits with his, wife SHIRLEY PETERS and his son SAMMY PETERS at the dinner table eating away at the perfect family feast.  

SAMMY plays with his peas on his plate.

shirley

Sammy! 

Sammy looks at her as if has done nothing wrong. 

shirley

Stop playing with your peas!

sammy

OK, Mom.

shirley

(To Jack)

So did you go? 

jack

(Distracted)

Huh? Oh yeah, I went! 

shirley

Did you get the flowers I told you?

jack

Yeah

Jack continues to eat away and looks at Shirley who is giving him a gentle look. 

shirley

Are you OK? 

jack

Yeah. Just missing mom.

The real excuse lies within the truth he heard today. 

He forks a piece of BROCCOLI and stares at it spinning it around on his fork. 

Suddenly the DOOR BELL rings. 

shirley

Who could that be? 

Shirley gets up to open the door. 

jack

I’ll go.

cut to:

INT. hallway - NIGHT

Jack walks to the door and peeks through the peep hole. He sees Stephen standing at his door. 

jack

Oh, Jesus!

He opens the door and resentfully stares at Stephen.

jack

What are you doing here? 

(Beat)

How did you get my address?

stephen

Your mom gave it to me before she died. 

jack

Well, what do you want?

stephen

I want to be part of your life, son.

jack

Don’t call me that!

shirley (O.S)

Honey? Who is it? 

jack

(To Shirley)

Oh, it’s a salesman! I’ll be right over! 

shirley (O.S)

Well, hurry up. You foods gonna get cold. 

jack

(To Stephen)

You have got to get out of here.

Sammy runs to Jack and clings on to his leg. Stephen stares at the boy in awe. 

sammy

(Trying to hide behind Jack’s leg)

Daddy? Mom, said to come and eat dinner.

jack

(To Sammy)

I’ll be right over and after dinner maybe we’ll go for ice cream.

sammy

Yes! 

Sammy runs off.

stephen

Is that…?

jack

That’s my son.

stephen

That means he’s my…

Stephen is shocked and surprised. 

jack

(Resentful)

Yeah.

stephen

Well, it looks like you did pretty well without me.

jack

You can say that.

stephen

Look, Jack I’m not getting any younger and I know I messed up as your father. 

(Then)

Give me a chance for my grandson.

Jack stands and thinks as the pleading old man begs for retribution. 

jack

OK.

stephen 

Oh, son…

jack

We’re gonna take this nice and slow! Don’t think you can get through me through Sammy.

stephen

I won’t do that.

Jack closes the door and presses his back hard against it. 

cut to:

EXT. peters house - NIGHT

Stephen walks down the stairs leading to the driveway. He looks back at the house and gives a relieving smile. 

cut to:

INT. dining room - NIGHT

Jack sits at his chair and eats. 

shirley

Who was that?

jack

Oh, it was a salesman.

shirley

What was he selling?

jack

Oh, you know family values.

shirley

What?

jack

Bibles.

cut to:

INT. bedroom - NIGHT

The TV is on. Jack lies on a DOUBLE BED pressing at a REMOTE as he flicks through the channels.

shirley (O.S)

(To Sammy)

OK, honey. Goodnight! I love you.

sammy (O.S)

(Shouts)

I love you, too! 

Shirley comes in the bedroom and throws herself on the bed next to Jack. She turns her head to him. 

shirley

Are you OK, honey? You seem a bit distracted since this afternoon.

jack

I’m fine.

shirley

Are you sure? 

(Then)

Come on, talk to me.

jack

(Sits up)

OK. That wasn’t a salesman.

shirley

(Puzzled)

At the door? Who was it?

jack 

It was my father. I met him at the cemetery today. 

shirley

I thought your father was dead?

jack

That’s what I thought. 

(Beat)

He’s very much alive. 

(Beat)

He wanted to be part of my life but I gave him the cold shoulder. Was I wrong?

Shirley holds him tight.

shirley

(Reassuringly)

He wants to be part of your life, so let him. 

(Beat)

What if it was Sammy? 

jack

You know I can’t do that to Sammy. 

Jack lies down and sighs. He looks at his wife in her eyes and strokes her hair. 

shirley

Call him for dinner one night.

jack

Are you sure you wanna do that?

shirley

The question is: Do you wanna do it? 

Shirley grabs the remote and switches the TV off. She switches her side-light and crumples into the covers. 

Jack lies and watches Shirley as she tries to sleep. 

cut to:

INT. dining room - NIGHT

The day arrives when Jack welcomes Stephen into his family as his father. 

Shirley is putting crockery and plates on the dining table. Sammy is setting the napkins and glasses and Jack sits on a chair wearing a suit waiting anxiously.

The DOOR BELL rings, Shirley puts the crockery on the table in a rush. 

Jack looks at Shirley maybe resenting this reunion, maybe finally accepting it. The door bell rings again.

cut to:

hallway

Jack opens the door and sees Stephen wearing a black suit. 

Stephen looks at Jack with his family as they stand in a pose that could be their family portrait. 

shirley

Well, come in. Let me take your jacket.

Stephen hands his jacket to Shirley but little Sammy grabs it and tries to hang it on a hook near the stairs. 

Jack takes the jacket from Sammy and puts it on the hook.

Stephen comes in and surveys the hallway: Large stairs, wooden flooring and artwork on the wall. 

stephen

Wow! 

jack 

(Unenthusiastic)

Well come on in. 

(Beat)

Drink?

There is an awkward silence between father and son. What do you say in these situations? 

shirley

(To Sammy)

Come on, Sammy. Let’s go check on the chicken.

Sammy and Shirley walk poignantly out of the hallway. 

stephen

You’ve done a great job here. You’ve got a great wife and son.

jack

Look, about the other day. 

(Beat)

I thought about it and I think I’m ready to let you in my life.

Jack opens a cabinet in the hallway full of alcohol and takes out a bottle of wine. He pours two glasses and hands one to Stephen. 

stephen

(Raises his glass)

Here’s to new beginnings. 

Jack downs his glass of wine. 

jack

(After drinking)

Yeah!

cut to:

INT. dining room - NIGHT

Everybody sits as they eat dinner, the perfect family image with only one person missing. 

shirley

So, what do you do?

stephen

Well, in my prime I was in construction. Now I’m in insurance.

shirley

Well isn’t that a coincidence?

stephen

Oh? 

shirley

Jack is in insurance too! 

stephen

Well, I’ll be damned! 

Sammy looks at his mom as Stephen says the word ‘damned’. 

shirley

(To Sammy)

It’s OK, honey.

stephen

What? Did I…?

shirley

He just learned a new ‘bad’ word. Damn is one of them.

Jack watches this little charade between Shirley and Stephen, as they talk and pretend to be a real family. It reminds him of what Stephen has done to him and his mother. 

jack

(To Shirley: Cold)

Could you pass me the salt please?

Shirley sees the anger of Jack taken out on her and dismisses him. 

shirley

(Passes the salt)

Here you go.

Shirley and Stephen continue to talk away. 

jack

(Interrupts)

So tell me Stephen. Why you here? You need money? 

shirley

Jack!

jack

You see this big house and cars parked in the driveway so you think you can pretend you wanna be my dad? 

(Beat)

What are your real intentions?

Stephen is not surprised at this reaction, he was expecting it sometime. 

stephen

I want to be your father. Is that a lot to ask for? 

(Beat)

I know I was in the wrong. I admit it but now I want to make it up. 

shirley

Jack! 

jack

(To Shirley)

Take Sammy into the kitchen.

shirley

But Jack…

jack

Just go! 

The first time Jack has ever shouted at her, like a kid she is hurt and shocked at this reaction. 

Shirley takes Sammy and goes into the kitchen. 

Jack sits on his chair staring directly into Stephen’s eyes with judgment, resentment and hatred.  

stephen

That was not necessary. 

jack

Oh, you gonna tell me what I can and can’t do? 

stephen

Look. I know I hurt you. I know me running away didn’t help but I feel guilty! 

jack

Oh, please! 

stephen

OK, you gotta a nice house. You wanna rub more salt on the wound? I didn’t come here for your money. 

(Beat)

Give me a chance, would ya! 

Sammy comes in the room and sits next to Stephen. He takes out a piece of candy from his pocket and offers it to Stephen. 

Jack watches as his son sits and demonstrates possible reconciliation. 

Sammy offers candy to Jack. 

jack

I’m fine. 

cut to:

INT. kitchen - NIGHT

Shirley is putting dishes in the DISHWASHER, the bang and clang describes her mood. Jack comes in and holds her hand. 

jack

Honey, I’m sorry. I shouldn’t have shouted at you. 

shirley

All that man wants is forgiveness. He’s sorry for the mistakes he made. Can’t you let it go? 

Jack stares at her judgmental eyes that are prying at him. 

jack

OK. OK. I get it. I was the bad guy. 

shirley

Try at least. 

Off screen we hear Sammy talking to Stephen, like any grandchild does to his grandfather. 

shirley

See? Sammy likes him. 

She walks out of the kitchen with a plate of CHOCOLATE CAKE. 

cut to:

INT. dining room - NIGHT

Sammy and Stephen talk away. Shirley sits at her seat watching Sammy be cute. 

Jack comes in the room and then Stephen lays his eyes on him.

jack

OK. Look we should do something. How about fishing? 

stephen

OK. Maybe not fishing. 

(Beat)

How about a bar? 

jack

Yeah, sure. 

Serenity is restored as Jack sits and cuts a piece of cake and gives it to Stephen. 

cut to:

TITLE: “Six Months later”

INT. bar - NIGHT 

Jack and Stephen are at a bar playing pool. Things have now changed since they first met. Their relationship couldn’t get any better as they are friends, buddies.  

Jack is ready to take the most impossible shot and reckons he can make it. 

jack

(Ready to shoot)

Watch this! Looks like you’re gonna lose again dad! 

stephen 

Whatever! There’s no way you can make the shot. 

To prove him wrong Jack takes the shot but misses the ball and shoots a scratch.

stephen

Well! Look at that! You see you have to be prepared, watch every ball and plan ahead. 

He positions the cue ball in the same position Jack had and takes the shot and makes it. 

stephen

See? 

jack

OK. Bet I can beat you at one more! 

stephen

Cue up. 

jack

Where you going?

stephen

Men’s room.

Stephen walks through a set of double doors to the men’s room.

cut to: 

INT. men’s room - NIGHT

Stephen washes his hands and wipes his face with a tissue. 

A dark broody man comes in and goes to one of the sinks. He washes his hands and then turns to Stephen. 

broody man

Hey Steve! How are ya?

Stephen turns to look at him and to his disappointment,   recognizes him. A look that says he rather not see the man. 

stephen

Colin. Colin Farrety. 

colin

How long has it been?

stephen

One year. 

colin

So who’s that outside?

stephen

Who?

colin

Young guy? You were playing pool with him. 

stephen

Him? Oh that’s just Jack. That’s Jack. 

(Beat)

OK. It was nice talking Colin. 

Stephen tries to walk out in a rush.

colin

Is that Jack? Your son? 

stephen

I don’t know what you’re talking about! 

colin

Hey. I heard him call you dad. Now as I remember the only person that calls another man ‘dad’ is…

Oh, shit! He’s…

stephen

OK. He’s Jack. 

colin

So he’s talking to you now? 

stephen

Yeah! We’re buds! 

To Colin the story doesn’t seem right.

colin

Have you told him? About Diane? About that night? 

Stephen is silent, on the verge of letting tears out of his eyes. 

colin

Oh, Steve! You gotta tell the kid the truth!

stephen

(Defensive)

Look, I just made up with him!

colin

He’s got to know the truth! He’s got to know that…

(Lowers voice)

…you killed his mother! 

stephen

It was an accident! You know that! I know that! 

Stephen eyes swell up and fill with tears.

stephen

I’m gonna lose him! I tell him and he’ll hate me!

colin

OK, he’ll hate ya but he’ll know the truth. Every man is entitled to the truth! 

Stephen looks at Colin begging him to have mercy.

colin

Look, I’m going outta town. It’s your responsibility to tell him. 

Colin leaves the rest room. 

Stephen runs the tap and splashes water on his face several times. 

cut to:

INT. bar - NIGHT

Stephen comes out of the double doors and sees Colin walking out of the bar. Colin’s eyes signal what Stephen has to do. 

Stephen goes to Jack who is now ready to beat his dad at a game of pool. 

jack

Dad? Let’s play!

stephen

Look, I gotta go. 

jack

Dad, you OK?

stephen

Yeah, I’ve got an upset stomach. Must’ve been those peanuts. 

Stephen leaves the bar.

cut to:

EXT. street - NIGHT

Jack walks out of the bar; many other people leave the bar behind him. 

Suddenly his phone rings.

stephen (O.S)

Jack? 

jack

(To Phone)

Yeah? Dad you OK? 

stephen

(O.S)

Look, come and meet me at the park. I gotta talk to you. 

CLICK. Stephen hangs up.

cut to:

EXT. park - NIGHT

Jack arrives at the park and sees Stephen sitting on a PARK BENCH smoking a CIGARETTE. 

Jack watches him smoke and then sits next Stephen.

jack

I didn’t know you smoked. 

stephen

There’s a lot of stuff you don’t know! 

Jack unknowingly dismisses that comment.

jack

Dad, what’s wrong?

stephen

It’s about your mom. 

As he’s about to make his confession, he swells up and has tears in his eyes.

stephen

I killed her! I killed your mom. 

jack

What?

stephen

About a year ago I met up with your mother. I was at the wheel of the car and lost…control! 

(Beat)

I had a bit to drink and…

Stephen sobs uncontrollably.

Jack’s face loses color as he watches the man sob pathetically. 

jack

What? You…what…?

stephen

Son, I’ve had this on my chest…

Jack loses control and punches him on the face. 

jack

(Furious)

You kept this from me? Why? WHY?

stephen

I was…

He sobs again. Jack looks at him with disgust. He punches and kicks him in a furious rage leaving the man to wince. 

stephen

Go on! Go on! Hit me some more! Let it out of your system! Make this my punishment! 

jack

(Furious)

Let it out? LET IT OUT? You murdered my mother you son-of-a-bitch! I think I’m entitled to more than that!

(Beat)

I WELCOME YOU IN MY HOUSE!  

Jack watches him as he winces in pain, face covered in blood, tears running down his face. 

Jack is about to walk off.

stephen

Son! Please forgive me!

jack

You have no right to call me that!

(Draws his face in front of Stephen’s) 

NO RIGHT! 

Jack storms off into the distance leaving Stephen battered and bruised and head down on the ground. 

stephen

(Mumbles to himself)

Forgive me son! I don’t wanna lose you! SON! 

Stephen sobs. 

THE END

