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Here we see three adults coming to terms with their past Lue her husband Norman and her sister  Marge  sits in their sitting room talking about their past life.  

.

Her husband  Norman in returned tells how he nearly killed his first wife over a stupid argument, witnessed by his first son Ashley who had been hiding underneath the table 

After seeing Lue arguing with their son Norman begins to wonder why he’s not more involve  more with his son’s and why is Lue so different from when he met her, and begins to wonder if the church is really changing her from the bitter quick temper Lue he knows
Johnny  leaves his mother’s and father’s house feeling frustrated about them having had yet another argument; Johnny thinks he can find comforin his friends at the youth club                   
Act 1

Scene 1
Sitting room


(Lue and her husband watching television Johnny walks in) 

Lue  “ So when  are you going to come to church?

Norman  “Soon 

Lue
    “ Every time I asked you its soon.

Norman  “ Mi sey soon, don’t worry  your pretty head mi we come

Lue   “ How about coming next Sunday,  its going to be a special meeting  the Bishop sey......

Norman What the matter with you, didn’t you hear what I said I wil come but not now. Got things to do.
Lue so when is now, and waht things you got to do




Norman looked at lue very confuse
Norman You know something I am getting fed up of you and this church of yours

Lue  “So now you a getting fed up of me, going to church,

Norman  “don’t try putting words in my mouth Lue

Lue I want to know what you mean you a getting fed up of me.

Norman I never said  I was getting fed up of you,... woman

Lue  Now you a calling me woman,  

Norman “Ah... why don’t you  just shut up, you know something that church ain’t doing you no good, I though  Christian’s suppose to be humble.

Lue “ well let me tell you something, this one ain’t so humble. I want to know why you are getting fed up of me.
Norman  moved  closer  to Lue, Lue backed  away from her husband.

Norman  you always talking,  you go on, an on, an on. you don’t mine your own business, you too fast inna people’s business, and you fi left the church it aint doing you no good.

Lue Yeh Well, let me tell you this (pointing her fingers at him).....you see me I am not letting you, the Satan ride my back, you are the devil in disguise.

Norman “ A what you just said (walking to her, as Lue Backing away from him)
Lue  look around as if looking for some thing and saw a bottle of water on the table in front of her and took it up and put the bottle  to her mouth.

Lue speaking aloud.  “The bishop said not to say a word, keep the water in my mouth for as long as he is talking, why did I start the argument.

Norman, As Long as I am in this house Mi Not going to that church  Dint  you ever look me in my face and call me a devil, you hear me

Lue stared at Norman, Norman looked at Lue very confuse

Norman.  You .. you........what cat got  your tongue.
Norman   you spend so much time in church, make you lose your sense.
Norman  what you gone dumb  (looking at her )
Norman “ I coming out of this mad house,  Norman left the house.

Lue swallow the wate( “Thank you Jesus”

              Johnny  and his Dad walks in the sitting room



  Lue looks at  her husband. And call Johnny over to her

Lue“Johnny listen, I have something to ask you, sit down for a minute (pause) Johnny what do you think about the system?.”

Johnny” What are you talking about, what system, look if you’re lecturing me forget it”

Lue“What do you mean lecturing you, I don’t see you doing nothing with yourself. I don’t even know if your going to school, all I hear is you leaving the house every morning on the dot 8oclock .plus you stop going to church, I though you love church”

Johnny” Look don’t start now,  you just had an argument with dad over this church, and now you’re picking on me,I am not in the mood ” (getting up)




(Turning to her husband)
Lue“You see what I mean, like father like son now a-days they think you’re just moaning at them, ”

Norman “now don’t start that again”

Johnny” You want to stop going to them church meetings and letting people full your head with nonsense”.

(Johnny made to leave lue grabbed his arms)

Norman “Leave him alone, don’t question him, the only thing I am warning you about son is, don’t bring trouble in this house”.

(Johnny look at dad , hiss his teeth and walks out of the room)

Lue
“You see what I mean, this is how you brought him up,  with no manners  now when  I was growing up we could never answers, our parents like that.  
(Norman looks at Lue hiss his teeth and walks out of the room)

Johnny walks back into the room and heard  his mother talking.
Johnny   ”Why bringing this up, It’s those stupid meeting of yours I keep telling you, its  those people your mixing with, they are brain washing you, they don’t know what they’re talking about and any way it’s too late”.

Lue    “Too late, too late for what? (Looking Surprise) We use to talk all the time, I know I’ve been busy and you have to look after your self but that doesn’t mean, I forgotten about you”. 

Johnny      “Forgot about me! Sometimes you don’t even know I exist, and yes I have to look after my self, you should have been there for me, all you think about is church, church, church” (waving his hands in his mothers face).
Lue
   “Johnny don’t say that, what’s wrong with you, all I wanted to do is talk” 

 Johnny     “You want to talk, come on, let’s talk, (walking closer to his mum, waving his hand) what you want to hear, that you were a great mother”.

Lue    “Johnny, what are you saying, that I didn’t look after you, (Angry) boy don’t get me vex, (looking at him)”

Johnny      “I remember, every time when I get home from school I call out  mum, dad what do I get, an empty house, and a dad always in the booky shop thinks he going to be a millionaire ,  oh yes, I forgot, sometimes you cook, but I eat on my own, watching the stupid television, eating but tasting nothing,  you don’t understand do you.”?

Lue
      “Yes Johnny but”…

Johnny “You don’t understand, me, little me, I am talking about when I was11 years old, (banging his chest) bringing my self up. Oh yes, I do have a mum and dad  but should I be lucky,  you always talking  about you  have  to work, to bring in the food, or we’ll starve, But do I care, all I ever wanted is for you to listen to me”. 

Lue  (getting angry)“ A way you want me if due,for job,  go and drag your dad fi go and look fi work,  sit at home and pamper you, listen boy, count yourself lucky you got a mother, who comes home  cook, clean and even wash your dirty clothes. I am a working mother am not a gambler, or a drug dealer, you hear me, boy I... AM… NOT… A… HUSTLER!” what do you want from me,

Johnny    “I want you to care. (Shouting)  Care enough to laugh with me, listening to my problems sharing my jokes”.  Stay at home with me”

Lue      “Stay at home with you;   you’re having a laugh ,am I the only one here ,I am too tired to argue with you.  

 



(Johnny looks at his mother then walked out)

         The door knocks and in walk Marge Lue’s  Sister
Lue opens the door and sat down

Marge  “ I juse saw Johnny walking down the road with his face long,

What arguing again.

Lue I cannot understand  this son of mine, Marge  Have I change Marge  I just want what is best for him,

Lue sat down put her hands and rub her head then  cover her face Marge  place her hand on her back and began to rub Lue’s back.

Marge
“I can remember when Johnny was a baby I use to rock him on my knees and sing twinkle, twinkle little stars how I wonder what you are, seeing the happiness on his face,  Lue what’s is the matter really”. 

 Lue  “Not you as well”, (angry)
Marge “Lue you and Johnny. Now if that  father of his was around  more often and spend more time with him he’ll” (interrupt  by Lue)
Lue 
“But he’s not around  now is he”, (stood up facing the window)
Marge “And why not, all I am saying he should  take some part in Johnny’s life,  (Looking at Lue)   if he don’t  change Lue, You know what you have to do. 
(Lue turned around)

Lue
“What kind of question is that, you think any woman can hold a man down, because she has his child?”

Mage
“You’re missing the point, you  Norman and Johnny need to sit down and talk before things gets worst”.

Lue
“What do you mean?”

Marge stood up and walked toward the front door
Marge“Can you ever imagine what life would be like, without your one son nurturing him and then wham?  think again Lue”

“Lue watch Marge as she opens the door, Lue sat down stared ahead
Act 1

Scene 3

Youth Club

Sharon    “Winston have you seen Johnny lately”

Winston
“No Shaz! Haven’t seen him lately why”

Sharon   “Well I saw, Cynthia yesterday and she mentions that she saw    Johnny early in the morning standing outside the bookies.
Winston“Why is Johnny standing outside the bookie shop for”

Sharon “I don’t know, you better ask him when you see him.  You    know what Cynthia is like, you can’t believe every thing she tells you” 

Winston“I would like to know what she is doing up so early 



            in the mornings”
Sharon“I don’t know. She probably coming from a rave or    something”

Winston“But Johnny never used to stands outside the bookie shop”

Sharon
“Well it dont sound good to me”



(Cynthia ran in with a bright smile)

Cynthia
“listen hear this”

Sharon 
“What’s the latest then”?

Cynthia   “Early yesterday morning I was coming from my morning job and you never guess who I saw”

Winston
“Who?

Cynthia
“Well I saw dem with my own two eyes Johnny  standing outside the bookies, and passing something  to this boy
Winston
 “So It could be anything”

Cynthia     “No

Sharon
”You talk too much”

Cynthia    “I did see Johnny passing something to this boy”

Winston
“Yes but you can’t go around shouting it out to everyone    especially out here”

Cynthia
“Look we all  know what Johnny ‘s like”

Sharon
“And what is Johnny like?
Cynthia
“Look Sharon, I know you think a lot about Johnny” (Interrupt)
Sharon
“Why is it always you seeing thing and not anyone else”

Cynthia
“That’s because I work , study and I am a Christian plus am not wasting my time with you lot 

Sharon
“Look here  you haven’t got a clue about me and as for you, working getting up at 5 am in the morning it’s not my scene”

Cynthia
“Its money int it and  I am helping my parents “

Winston “You might be helping them, but how long are you looking to clean offices for”

Cynthia
“I don’t need a lecture, not  from you”

Winston
“Oh yea then tell me this, what do you see around you”

Cynthia
“Look Winston are you dumb or something”

Winston
“Well what do you see”

Cynthia
“US! (shouting) sitting around, you sound like you’re some politician”

Winston
“Exactly. You can’t see anything, because you only want to see, what you want to see”

Cynthia
“Then show me what you see because can’t see nothing”

Sharon
“That’s  why you’re so loud and talk too much,, and  too much in people’s business”

Cynthia “I am not staying here to be insulted, least of all by you (looking a Sharon)
Winston “See what I am saying, always jumping to conclusion”



(Sharon laughs even louder which upset Cynthia)
Cynthia “Laugh Sharon but I can laugh even louder (Laughing)

Sharon“I knew you were stupid before, but today you just prove my point”

Cynthia
“Why  you always insulting me, what have I done to you, you never have anything good to say about people? You always telling me I chat too much, does every body around here knows it’s you that’s spreading the rumours (Shouting)   






(Sharon move closer to Cynthia)

Sharon      so what if I go around gossiping, It the only bit of fun, you get in this  place. Besides I ain’t afraid of any anybody ” ( (Stepping  toward Cynthia and Cynthia took one step back)

Cynthia” You think you know everything don’t you ………well hear this…I’ve got responsibilities I work, yes! I look after my brothers and sisters, helping my mum and dad, I am proud of my self, and I don’t care what anyone  thinks”

Sharon“  a lot to carry for a young girl, no wonder you look like that( looking up and down at her),  I want to enjoy my life while I’m still young.”

Cynthia” you think it’ easy for me, , having to watch my mother and father, counting their pennies just so we can survive, Na!!.... I’ve got family values, and you Sharon I not afraid of you, the only person I am afraid of, is the almighty god who created me (began to walk towards the exit then turns back and walked towards Winston),  as for you Winston I go evening classes (Cynthia walks out holding her head high) 

FADE OUT
ACT 1   SCENE 4 
Johnny and friends in  youth club
Johnny 
“What up  Shaz why the long face”

Sharon
 “Me and that Cynthia  there just had an argument

She just come along and just diss the conversation, 
Johnny
“-leave it out , Saz, can you lot talk about nothing else, its all you ever talk about system this, money that, what the matter with you , can you live and let die


Friend (walking over to Sharon)“Johnny you cant talk like that, you must be blind not to see what is happing, we are not communicating enough Johnny, we are losing touch with each other, look at us. Look at our parents ain’t you sick and tire of seeing your parents scraping and saving, digging in the bottles looking for five or ten pence pieces. Emergency money they call it”

Johnny
“So what are you telling me for, it aint none of my business”

Sharon
You really serious Johnny. You can’t talk like that don’t you care “?

Friend
“Johnny you’re talking  nonsense”

Johnny:       look Vexed) “look touch wood I ain’t lock up, cha system this, law this, education this, church this, mother this? (Johnny walks over to a chair and sat down)

Friend
“Hey Johnny, cool down, what wrong with you?”
Johnny       (looking at his friend)  “Who said single parent can’t bring up their children on their own look, just get out my face, I don’t need this I get enough of my mother preaching to me, without coming here to hear it from you lot”

Friend
 “Johnny alI I was saying, is we don’t need all this cussing, fighting shooting, hustling and this hatred amounts us”

Johnny
“So what is there for me to live for, right now I am looking for quick money so I can get out of my mother’s yard?

Friend

“Then what”

Johnny:

what do you mean then what (Looking at his friend strangely?)
Friend
“Exactly what I mean, then what, you going to hustle, find a job, or am I going to visit you in prison”
Johnny
“No I ain’t going into that, I ain’t going to get caught,  am looking for a way out, out of my mother’s yard
Friend      “Ok you go out of your mother’s yards, what are you going to do how will you survive, take drugs, have a few partied, few girls, drinks, rave, what”?

Johnny   “Yea! That sound good, never though of that, why are you nagging me, I though you would be please for me”

Friend   “No Johnny, you’re not thinking straight, you’ve never worked in your life, you don’t even know what a bill looks like, and your mum is too soft on you”

Johnny
“Why are you running me down like that, there are ways to make money, yes I do know I have to pay I am not stupid you know”

Friend
“You could have fool me”

Johnny
“You know that is exactly why I want to leave my mother’s yard, can’t take the nagging, and I can’t take that stupid aunty of mine, always in my face”
Friend 
"Look, Johnny everyone seems to be in your face”

Johnny
"Look, just leaves me alone”

Friend  
“Good luck man”
Johnny
“I don’t need luck”

Friend 
“Well let me know when you find a pad”



(Friend walk away shaking his head Sharon walked over to Johnny
Sharon
“ are you really leaving home”

Johnny
“Yea! you think it cool right”?

Sharon
 “So you find a flat Yet

Johnny
            “No why”

Sharon
            “Well I was thinking”

Johnny
            “Yeh”
Sharon
“Maybe we could move in together share the rent, that if you don’t mind”

Johnny
“You must be mad, I don’t want no girl in my yard to mess up my  Tings, plus I though your mum brought you upright

Sharon“But I though I was your girl, my parents don’t care about me we  are in the   same both Johnny

Johnny
“Did I ever tell you that”
Sharon
“Johnny look I am so   Johnny  exit
  
Sharon sat down feeling hurt and lonely (song  tell it like it is)

Fade in

Act 1 Scene 5

Lue reading in the sitting room the front door knocks Lue went to open the door Marge walked in.

Lue 
      “Oh it’s you”?
Marge       we need to talk”
Lue 
      “I have nothing to say to you
Marge
“Lue what’s happening to us



Looking at lue, lue turns her back

Marge    
“Is it Norman”

Lue 
       “Why can’t you mind your own business”
Marge       “But it is my business can’t you see what it is doing to us  what its doing to your son




Lue went quiet  turned around and looked at Marge

Lue       “Remember when we were kids, you Robbie and Sonia and me”

Marge      “Yes”

Lue         “ Who got treated the best”

Marge 
“Robbie of course”

Lue         “ but why? Mum and dad had four children but choose to favour one”
Marge      “It happen in families all the time
Lue 
“And which one gave the most trouble

Marge
“Sonia she ran away at fifteen, dad kicked her out said she brought shame on the entire family.
Lue
“But you and I got treated the worst, Marge, we valued our parents so much, why didn’t  you ran away Marge”






Marge went quiet




Lue:
“being brought up in a Christian family was quite hard”

Marge
“I know the abuse we took from people and our friends, there goes the pastor’s children all in a row they would laugh at us”

Lue:   “” I hated it you know 

Marge” I though you love church  Sunday school especially the singing (Marge began to sing) A sun beam, a sun beam, Jesus wants me for a sun beam. In every way trying to please him at home at school at play,    (start laughing)
Lue  yes I remember……. Yes Sunday school was the best god rest her soul, Mrs Brown  just be patient,  she said and looked straight into my eyes.
Marge “Yes mummy use to say that, I felt sorry for her”

Lue  “Why Mummy was the most humblest person alive I have never heard her moan. 
Marge 
“Is that why you went and got your self pregnant?”

Lue 
 (Lue went  very quiet )  “It never meant to happen.
”

Marge 
“ two years after you left dad died, I never seen mum cried so much, I don’t know whether she was relief or… or she felt free him”

Lue
“how did you really feel Marge?”     (looking at her)
Marge   “I felt empty at first, then relief”

Lue 
“I know what you mean ( pause) I went t o see mum took Johnny with me she was shock at first, she held out her hands and took him, gave him a big kiss, handed him back to me,  I saw tears in her eyes, then she turn around and went back inside, she shut the door that was the last I had seen her”

The door open in walked Johnny, carrying a duffle bag he looked at his aunt and mother 

Johnny 
“I, am leaving and I am not coming back, so don’t come looking for me”
Lue         “And where do you think you are going?”

Johnny “ Don’t worry about it”

Marge “ what do you mean don’t worry about it

Johnny “Like I said don’t worry about it”

Marge (stood up) “Now, look here young man who do you think you’re talking to after all your mother done for you”

Johnny
 “Done for me. I don’t think so, look at her, crying she didn’t see me crying when I was alone in the house, she didn’t see how  lonely I was, let her cry, as if I care”

Marge  “Johnny why are you talking like that, why are you so bitter towards your mother  

Johnny  “ you wouldn’t understand and I think its best if I leave”

Marge
“ To where to live in  some dirty house”

Johnny
“ Why don’t you mind your own business”

Marge
“ What!!  who do you think your talking to boy  (waving her arms)

Johnny
“You am talking to, It’s not your house

Marge
“Listen here boy you tink am your mother (rushing towards him Johnny stood his grounds)     So you’re a big man now, Lue, let him go, let go off him, let him gwan bout his business”

Johnny looked at his mother with hatred, Lue look at Johnny then slowly let him go. 
Lue “Why is it when I try to talk to him you always try to butt in why”

Marge   “ And let him cuss you, not while I am  in this house” (Marge  sat down and went quiet for a moment, lue look at Marge) 
Norman walks in looking at them both, with a curious look.

Norman “ What, you looking at ,can’t a man walks in his house without  you and ...and.....and...

Marge  His name is Jonny, your son name is Johnny

Norman So you think I don’t remember my own son’s name

Marge maybe if you took some notice, you would’r have to think of your  one son’s name

Norman    True you don’t know. I don’t have..........

Norman sat down put his hand to his head bow down

Norman   I tried to kill her you know
Lue 
  “Now don’t try it Norman, I have enough of you for one day, plus I  am not   in the mood”
                                    Norman ignore Lue
Norman “I was bad temper once, I had the same hatred I saw in Johnny’s eyes”




Lue looked at Norman
Lue  “ Yes I saw it  I’ve never seen so much hurt  , the same hurt I saw in mum’s face when she took Johnny from me, (turn to her sister) Marge what have I done to him”

Norman“That why I need to change Lue not for my self but for our son Johnny and my other child  who I don’t know
                 Kelly walks into the sitting room

Kelly
 “Mum, Dad  can I go.........

They both turn around and  gave her a dirty look

Kelly “Oop,  sorryeee” and back away smiling.
Lue
“What other child, Norman what other child, how you mean my other child
Norman  “Please Lue, Marge, let me explain,  I am not happy, about this  I need to get this off my chess, its been so long. just shut up and listen for once.
      (lue still in shock)
Norman  “ but really Lue  I was worst, believe me, what 



you are seeing was nothing, compare to how I use to be”
Lue
So what really happen before you met me”
Norman  “Over some silly argument, with Rose  I can’t even remember she just reminded me of my father , always cussing me, putting me down, I just felt used,  I felt like i was nothing,  she just  kept on , and on  at me, telling I am going to turn out to be a bomb, and I am not worth looking at.
Lue
“ so how this baby come into this.
Marge 
It just reminde me of how Ashely dad use to treat me and what I did to him “For  12 years   I can’t even explain what he use to do to me. it just reminded me of the way dad use to treat ……. I was so heated up I threw the hammer at him it  I was so shock, I just stood there waiting for the blow to come. I looked I saw blood , then I heard a sniff and sobbing when I finally looked I saw Ashley hiding under the table  he was only four years old.
Lue “NO!! What am I hearing”.
Marge
“ Yes Lue He saw me……….. his father , when I tried to hold him, he shove me away and shouted No Mummy don’t kill me too, please mummy, that was the worst day of my life, he’s seen too much,  and I in return doing the same, that day I cried, I cried, until there was no more tears .

Lue   “Then what happen ( looking at Norman looking really upset)”

Norman    I use to come in drunk, spend all her hard earn money, and then put her down cuss her, telling her she cant cook, or wash. I never lift a finger to help, I guess I was taught that was the way of living, let the woman  look after her man.  Its like as he had to pay  prise if she wants to keep a man.

Lue  So listen you tink am going to let you sit here and hear your sob story, where is this child of yours and how old is he or she.

Norman     I don’t  know  (looking at Marge)

Marge
“No that was the final straw, I needed help, I was too proud to asked for help but looking at my son, I picked up the courage and went for help, there I join the church and the strength, the faith and belief in jesus, I felt, Lue see  am a change woman

Norman   She told me she was pregnant, I didn’t even look at her  when she told me,  she even beg me to stay, hanging on to me, crying, every time  close my eyes I can still hear her. Its burning me Lue,  I just left her standing, never been back, then I met you, Don’t ask me why I stayed with you.   I don’t even know myself, its just that........  (reaching out to touch her Lue move)



Lue  “ what are you going to do

Norman    I going to look for my son or daughter, I don’t want to grow my children the same way my father treated me, I want to change that Lue, Then I can look Johnny in the  eyes and truly call him my son, Please understand me.........Lue ......please
Lue shook her head.

Norman  You already told me I have the devil inside of me, but I can change  Lue anybody can change  if they want to change and I want to change, Lue
Norman Knelt down and  began to pray.  Marge look shock and knelt down also with lue.
Norman: Dear Lord Jesus today I come to you  as a sinner, I confess my sins, forgive me  and cleanse me  wash me with your precious blood, i invite you into my live today even as i make you my personal lord and saviour I receive the gift of eternal life I am born again thank you Jesus for accepting me and saving me. amen
Act 1scene 6
Johnny in youth club reading a magazine)

Sharon“ Hi every thing cool” (Walking over to Johnny)
Johnny  “Yea! Fine”

Sharon “So find a Job yet”

Johnny“No things are hard”

Sharon     “yes life is hard”

Johnny“Yes! (looking at Sharon)  Saz look I know you’re still vex with me but I just wanted to be on my own”

Sharon
“Lucky thing I didn’t make a fool of my self right in front your. (brethren  looks at his shoes then his face) have you looked in the mirror lately”

Winston walks in,  Sharon walks out

Winston
“What up Bvo, how things”

Johnny
“Yea! Wins just the person I wanted to see, (whisper in his ear lend me a fiver”

Winston
“Sorry man, can’t help you there I am skint”

Johnny
“What not even a Pound”
Winston
“No can do man, beside it the only money I’ve got for my fare, in the morning”

Johnny   “Just lend me the money, and I’ll treble that”

Winston    “yea, how.”

Johnny
“Never mind that, just give me the money”
Winston
“Tell me something, how are you really doing this is the third time you’ve asked me for money, I though you could cope”
Johnny 
“Don’t question me, you going to give me the money or not”(Winston looked at Johnny)

Johnny
 “Please man don’t do this to me”

Winston     “Do what”
Johnny
“Look why are you shouting, so everyone can hear my business 
Winston
“Look I am not lending you any money, go home Johnny”

Friend
( walked over to Winston and Johnny)

Friend
“So now Johnny you’re begging for money, times must be hard?”

Johnny
“Thanks Wins, I though you were my friend, yea thank a lot I’ll remember that that trust me”
Winston  “ Look at yourself, have you looked in the mirror lately I never though I’d seen the day when one of my brethren looks like that, buckle up man”

Johnny
“Go on curse me down, as you say my brethren” (patting his Chest)

Friend
“Yes, brethren, (looking at him) Brethren is a powerful word, to be use especially ………….(interrupt by Wiston)”
Winston “Look where are you going, stop feeling sorry for your self, there are people worst off than you.

Friend
“You don’t hear them complaining you believe you have the right to be angry with your mum, why, because she left you on your own and she had to go out to work to feed you, to make you look good. (Pause) Boy…….I just wishes ….I just wish. You know what, its people like you make me feel sick”   (Johnny spacing up and down, gritting his teeth making noises)
Pinky:

Yes we all suffered for a short time, but after that god will make everything right. 

Johnny
“What!!, I wasn’t even talking to you two’s, mine your own business”
Pinky

“God will make you strong Johnny, he will support you keep you from falling
Claudine:     that’s right, give yourself to god, tell him how much your’re  huring inside, tell him to take the pain away, only him can help you right now, open your heart. 

Friend  
“Look Claudine it’s a waste of time talking to him “

Winston   “Have you ever though of your mum suffering, crying in her bed at nights  having to get up in the mornings going to work to provide for you.” 

Johnny`
“No have you, Mr goody goody church boy, still playing the drums.

Friend 
“You’re one of the most ungrateful  ….(interrupt by 
Pinky

“The devil is your enemy, not you’re mum
Winston
“Don’t go there Pinky, it no point getting angry at him 

Friend

“Yea right, but he blames everyone but himself”

Johnny

“Shut up I don’t need to hear this”

Winston
“well it’s up to you to listen,  how many kids out there you know, have the chance like you. You think they can just walk in and out of their mothers house when they feel like it, not a chance. ”

Johnny looked at friend and Winston

Winston
“yea! Look at me Johnny, the lucky one, some children don’t even eat have food in their house some have to hustle to find food, or ,or, doing something illegal to make end meet, because of their rotten mother and father, so count yourself Lucky”

Johnny
“True you don’t know”

Friend

“I have been there, do you see me smiling do you see me dress down to the T’s, What you are going through it nothing, compare  to  me, I don’t walk out of my parent yard, expecting my friends to support me, begging, gambling  sleeping ruff, is it worth it




Johnny
“Trust me you don’t know”
Winston “But I do know Johnny, I had to grow up quickly, very quickly seeing my mum suffering,   mine you my dad was a hard working  best dad you could ever want, but when  he lost his job, , he took it really bad, and  when the money stop coming in, that was it I hid in some corners or behind the doors watching him provoking my mum, you don’t know how many time I wanted to knock him out”

Johnny
“ I can’t believe what you’re telling me, I though  you was all posh and all that”

Friend
“Yes Johnny  You judge us wrong”

Winston “Don’t let that fool you, most people don’t even know what goes on behind close door, How can I tell anyone my mum been treated badly how can I tell anyone my mum been……..

Johnny     “Beated up by your dad that’s what happen to you and your sisters, so why you keeping  quiet, why don’t you just  report him to the police, what are you afraid of”

Winston
“Murdering him,

Friend “We couldn’t tell anyone, anyone interfering we got be worst, Believe me”
Johnny looks at Winston and Friend and shook his head
Johnny
“No man and I though I was having it hard, any way I can’t go back”

Friend
“Why, too ashamed”

Johnny
“Yes, You should hear the cussing I gave my mum”

Winston
“Many of us in this place have some kind hard ship but they don’t go around rebelling against their parents”

Johnny
“She just make me sick man, always nagging, nagging can't  stand it anymore”

Friend
"Go home Johnny”

Winston nodded to friend they both exit”
Johnny sat down stretch out his legs put his hand behind his head for a moment then stands up  Johnny start singing  Sharon walked in, singing.
Johnny/Sharon singi
Act 2  Scene 1

Kelly was looking out of the window suddenly she ran and open the door for Johnny.
Kelly   Are  you staying 

Johnny “where is mum”

Kelly    “in the kitchen”

Johnny “where is dad”

Kelly   He’s gone......I got a secret,

Johnny “ Not now Kelly

Kelly    “Its about Dad

Johnny “what about dad,

Kelly  “he’s got a ........

Lue “ Kelly who you talking to  
Norman walks in

Johnny
“Mum  Dad I am back”

Lue  
“ Did I send you out, if so you took your time”  (walking into the sitting room )
Norman No Lue remember what we said 
Johnny  “Mum am back, I want to say sorry for the way I treated you I’ve learnt my    Lesson”
Lue
“ Kelly go  to your bedroom, and what lesson was that Johnny?”

Kelly “that right always sent to my bed room,  (whisper)  But I know your secret.   (looking at her dad)
Johnny  “No serious, mum I come back , I want to stay”

Lue   “Remember those words Johnny, I aint coming back don’t come
 looking for me”

Norman “ Lue the boy was angry, he didn’t mean it.

Johnny“I was angry, they are just words” (looking at his dad confuse)
Lue   “Remember those words I taught you Johnny, stick and stones may break my                    bones but words may never hurt me,……well those words did hurt me”

Norman Look I ain’t getting involve Lue


  Johnny  “Mum am sorry,  dad can we talk please I am sorry
         Lue  “It too late to be sorry”



Norman “I don’t know what to say,

Johnny “Its not too late I promise you, Dad don’tgo please

Norman “ don’t worry I need to do this I promise things will get better

          Lue  “ you did say you were not coming back” (ignoring her husband)
     

 Johnny.“But mum I didn’t mean it honest” dad please I need you,
           Norman “ sorry  son,  (exit)

  Lue  “Well you can’t stay here I plus your dad got other things on his mine, so its a waste a time asking him anything”

Johnny “Mum Please I’ll sleep on the floor”

Lue
“Is that how low you’ve become, sleeping on  floors, ”

Johnny
“Come on mum, You don’t mean that, remember what you taught me, can’t really remember the scripture  but I do remember the words, ……..I must not be a person who likes to fight, must not be a person who always try to get rich by cheating people
Lue
“yes so”

Johnny
”I,…I,…I, must love what is good, I must be wise, live right and , must be able to control one self, and that our faith and knowledge come from our hope for life for ever
Lue
“(Lue shooked her head) Since you’ve been on the outside world, your memory seems to have collapse  (looking at him)  let me refresh your memory”

Johnny  “Look how you’re talking, you and dad don’t you care about me



Lue
“of course I care, Johnny, your dad’ cares,  am your mother but Johnny  you’re a big man now, you can do what ever you want”

Johnny
“(Getting angry but trying to keep his cool) funny way of showing it.  I  come here, saying sorry, and I do mean it, from my heart, and now you’ve gone  cold towards me, your son. I didn’t think you of all people would turn your back on their son”

Lue “I didn’t turn my back on you Johnny, I turn my back on Satan  because he’s a liar,  you seem to forget the most important thing in your life.         

Johnny
“You know what, keep your house  (Throwing the keys dowm on the settee)  and you know something else too, you’re lucky I am not into drugs and stealing like them boys out there and police come knocking on your door”

Lue
“AH!,.. But you’re Gambling”

Johnny
“Yes, but it’s a way to survive isn’t it, just like my dad, in and outof jobs, down te road gambling he doesn’t even notice me,  I looked into his eyes and begged  him to stay, and he couldn’t even meet me back, he’s sorry, sorry for what.
Lue
“ (Lue went quiet for a moment) is it Johnny at one time you were so committed to going to church helping me in the church, suddenly you’ve change, What have I taught you, haven’t you learnt anything while you were out there”

Johnny
“Yes I learn,…I made friends, I stayed with people who would listen to me when I got home, I actually had someone to talk to yes, looking back I had fun  (Smiling)

Lue
“Yes I can see that (Laughing)  Is that why your hospitality run out, I think you’ve out stayed your welcome.
Johnny
“Look I am sorry I didn’t mean to say all those things, I am Hurt, can’t you see How hurt I am  (tears rolling down his face)
Lue
“No Johnny, could you kindly leave my house, I find it difficult to breath and you pretending to cry don’t make me laugh”




     Johnny quickly wiped his tears

Johnny
“No mum please, (kneeling down holding onto her knees Lue tried to stand up I’ll change, I’ll do any thing, please  let me stay”

Lue“I really need you to go (walking toward the front door looking at Johnny)

Johnny
“Who you’ve been talking to, I bet it’s that Marge, she told you to do this, this to me, wait just you wait and see”
Lue“Yes Johnny are you trying to say something, because I‘ve gone teeny weenie deaf  


Johnny standing looking at his mother with total disbelief)

Johnny “You’ve change, why are you not shouting at me or cursing me”

Lue
Because I have the lord in me, I don’t need to raise my voice, I have no need,” because No! ill manner child who don’t appreciate the things he has in  life’s going to stress me out, and since you’ve been gone, I’ve been the happiest woman alive,….. Praise god   (Singing and clapping)  Oh  what a wonderful joy I have in my soul”  (Repeat( then stop and look at Johnny)

Johnny
“Have I really done this to you, to make you like this, Look, I say I was sorry what” more do you want from me 



Lu  “To leave!

Johnny
“So you are not going to change your mine, you’re going to let your son go back to the streets knowing he has nowhere to sleep”

Lue
“But wait a minute, I can’t remember  renting this hotel, 
Johnny  (johnny  walked toward the door, then change his mind )“I am not leaving we have some serious talking to do, 
Lue
“Suit your self, but I will advice you, you will not sleep on my settee or my floor”
Johnny “So where can I sleep”
Lue   (Look at Johnny for a moment)   I think you’ve outstay your  visit”
Johnny looked at his mum and slowly back out of the sitting room  Lue  looked straight ahead.   (  Johnny singing   Mother less child)
When finished singing  Johnny looked at his mum for a moment then slowly  turned around and exit 

Fade ou
FADE OUT

ACT 2  SCENE 2


LUE IN SITTING ROOM
         
Front door knocks Lue went to open the door Marge 

Lue 
“Oh hello Marge”  ( look at her sister  strangely)      

Marge      “What this, bible studying (picking up the bible) 

Lue           Just a Little reading, ”

Marge       “ What’s wrong with you, you look troubled my dear sister
Lue
      "I had a visitor, and Norman gone .
Marge     “So what, you don’t try and phone him.....you know what let him go now is this  visitor.
Lue
“Johnny, but I don’t think he’s learn his lesson yet”

Marge
       “”Have you”

Marge    “So what are you trying to say lue”

Lue
    “Pray for my son, ”

Marge “ Lue it’s your son, your only son, what’s the matter with you, woman, (looking at her) so what did he want”

Lue     “To say he was sorry and right now Marge I haven’t a care in the  world to what happen to them now I am free”

Marge “To carry the burden on your  head”
Lue
  “I wont let no,.. son of mine stress me out”
Marge
“You sound like dad”

Lue
“Yes I am my father’s child, no cursing and no shouting”

Marge
“ you both need spiritual help, and guidance I’ll pray for you both, 

Lue “Well like it or not, I don’t care, first you tell me to change for my son sake well here   I am”
Marge
“ you still a letting Satan  riding  your back”

Lue
“ How can I ask God to forgive me, when I told my Son to leave, he even call me cold, Marge, Johnny beg me to let  stay”

Marge
“What is it you want from him., what is it you really want from him Lue, to keep him under lock and keys to wrap him up, is that what you want”




(Lue went very quiet)

Marge
“I,am talking to you, I can’t believe you actually throw him out what has he done to you, more that to express himself, how he feels. I tell you Lue you don’t listen”
Lue “ Have you forgotten how he made a fuss, about leaving have you forgotten how it was you who told him to leave”

Marge “But you didn’t try and stop me telling him , ….was it my house plus I was angry at the time”

Lue
     “After all that I can’t believe your taking up for him”

Marge “Grow up Lue, Don’t you care where he is”

Lue
“No”

Marge “Have a heart, Lue the boy done nothing wrong, except tell you his feelings, yes he was rude, but he was willing to change, have you ever though that something might have happen to him out there on the streets”

Lue
“Of course I have, do you think I sleep at nights, wondering where he is, do you think I could rest , every time I hear a police siren passes the house  my heat miss a beat, ..How the  do you think any mother would feel”

Marge“ you’re forgetting that I was once a mother,……. waiting listening, Yes I know that feeling, but you must forgive Johnny, he was only trying to express himself but I think He has learnt his lesson, If my instinct is right something happen to him out there”

Lee
“What are you talking about, you call that expressing, you sat right here and heard him cursing  me, not begin there for him”

Marge
“And were you”
Lue
“Am,… Am, why are you trying to make me feel guilty, I make sure his clothes was wash, he eats, ……what more does he want from me”

Marge
“A mum, and I think you better give him back his room (Lue  looked at Marge and held her face)

Lue
“ I am sorry, I gave the tenant notice yesterday

Marge “Good! It’s about time you come to your sense

                   Johnny enter the sitting room slowly

Johnny
(Scared) “mum a,mum so sorry please forgive me, I didn’t mean any of those things I said …….Please”
Marge consoling Lue who was crying 

Marge
“Hush Lue a know you is a good mother…………interrupt
Lue
 “Yes go ahead chastise me, a deserve it you know why, he returns like the prodigal son, begging me to give him a chance and a turn him away…..
Johnny
“Mum I am sorry, it hurts to see the way I carried on, what happen to me out there, made me realise I am the lucky one”
singing  Lue
Started off by Lue Johnny, Sharon, Cynthia, every one
All singing a song

                          The End
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