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FADE I N

I NT. KITCHEN, N CHOLAS HOUSE - NI GHT.

It is Saturday July 1 1978. Darkness, the sound of matches
then a flane, a candle is lit.

NI CHOLAS ABEL(7)a short boy, slightly effem nate sits next
to his plunp nother ANNA (43). Anna is dishing out the
f ood.

NI CHOLAS
For the food we are about to
recei ve, we thank you Ch Lord.

Amen.

ANNA
Good boy. |’ve prepared your
favourite.

The pair wash their hands, Nicholas licks his lips, they
proceed to eat supper, fish. Sound of nobsquitoes is around.
Ni chol as swats them

NI CHOLAS
W' re the nosquitoes food, they
prey on us.

ANNA
Deliciousness is in the nouth of
t he behol der, so eat up.

Gunshots ring outside, the pair ignore them

The not her picks up the report card, she smles and goes
back to eating.

ANNA
| can sl eep easy knowi ng | have
such an intelligent baby boy.

NI CHOLAS
Wthout all the books I’m surprised
| did so well.

She squeezes his cheeks. The sound of nbsquitoes perneates
t he room

ANNA
Not |ike that good for nothing
father of yours, wherever he is.

Ni chol as scratches his arm

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

NI CHOLAS
Today the teacher asked us what our
career options when we are al
grown up.

ANNA
And what did you say?

Ni chol as shrugs.
ANNA ( CONT’ D)
Trust in God, ny dear, he will show
you t he way.
Anna | eans on the wall.

ANNA ( CONT’ D)
Like this, lean on God, he'll drive
you wherever, |ike your chauffeur.

They bot h | augh.

| NT. BEDROOM N CHOLAS' HOUSE - NI GHT.

Sunday. N cholas’ nother lies on the bed, she is sweating
and heaving. N cholas’ aunt, PH LIS (34)a tall stern |ooking
woman is sitting next to Anna.

She is wiping away the sweat with her towel. N cholas is
sitting on the bed as well.

NI CHOLAS
It’s a good thing you live so
cl ose.

PHI LLI S

Keep your fingers crossed sonny,
she’ || be alright.

NI CHOLAS

Yesterday she was fine and today...

Phillis washes the towel. Anna tw sts and turns.

NI CHOLAS

What are we going to do Aunt

Phillis?
PHI LLI S

Everything in our power, tonorrow

gotothe clinic, I knowits far so
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

PH LLI'S (cont’ d)
you are going to have a | oooong
wal k.

Phillis fluffs up Anna’s pill ow.

PHI LLI S( CONT’ D)
Tonorrow you go to town, 1’11 sel
your nother’s vegetables for her.

Phillis stands up and goes out of the room Nicholas kneels
at the foot of the bed, he begins to pray.

NI CHOLAS
Pl ease Lord heal ny nother..

PH LLIS
Boy, tonorrow you have to wake up
early, a |l oooong walk. Go to bed
and nmaybe God too can get sone
sl eep.

Ni chol as keeps praying for sonetinme. He then |ies down next
to his nother.

Phillis peaks in and sees him asl eep, she cl oses the door
qui etly.

EXT. CLI NI C PARKI NG LOT - DAY

Monday. Nicholas walks with a tall white man, DR MEL
PATRI CK DA SILVA(52)wears a white overcoat his stethoscope
is around his neck. On the doctor’s coat is a badge with the
Spani sh fl ag.

NURSES bustl e people in and out of the clinic. N cholas has
on a grey shirt.

DR SILVA
Sorry, young man.

The two arrive at the doctor’s red car. Dr. Mel swings his
keys inpatiently.

NI CHOLAS
| can cone back and pay the ful
anmount . . .

DR. SILVA

No can do, it sounds |ike malaria
to ne...See that’s the thing with
you peopl e. .

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

Dr. Silva opens the door of his car

DR SILVA (CONT' D)
Wait until the last nmonment, if you
had nets |like we told you..

Ni chol as cups his hands and nakes a begging notion. Dr.
Silva shakes his head, he | ooks at his watch.

DR SILVA (CONT' D)
You're wasting nmy tine and m ne.
And get your dusty hand off ny car.

Dr. Silva starts his car and drives off. Nicholas wal ks back
hone.

| NT. BEDROOM NI CHOLAS' HOUSE - NI GHT.

Tuesday. N cholas sits next to his Aunt Phillis. She hol ds
hi m cl ose, hugging himtightly. Nicholas’ nother has
shrunken, she is losing strength, grow weak.

PHI LLIS
That nasty doctor, he' Il get what’s
comng to him

NI CHOLAS
He woul dn’t even give ne a ride
honme. | wish | could could cut him
up and have thirty pieces of
silver.

Philis picks up a bowl of porridge and tries to feed Anna.
Anna refuses.

PHI LLI S
She won’'t eat, and neither have
you?

NI CHOLAS
" m fasting.

PHI LLI S

Sl ow down. Boy, you' re al ways
fasting, there’s never that nuch
food in any case, | don't

t hink God woul d know t he

di fference.

NI CHOLAS
| will go to the church tonorrow
perhaps the priest will say a
prayer for manma.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

Ni chol as reads his Bible by the candle Iight.

PH LLI'S
Happy are the poor Mosquito nets
and repellent indeed. Does that
doctor know what it is |ike down
her e?

NI CHOLAS
He’'s car is as big as this house.

PH LLI S
lt’s hell down here, it’'s hot and
snel ly and..

Phillis yawns.

PHI LLI S ( CONT’ D)
| " m going to bed.

Phillis | eaves the room N cholas sits at the bed praying,
drops of sweat run down his forehead.

EXT. CHURCH PARKI NG LOT - DAY

Wednesday. N chol as stands opposite SINBAD (25)an | ndian
priest, he is wearing a black suit and a rosary around his
neck. The priest is nmediumbuild, has a receding hair line
and talks with a sneer.

NUNS in black get in and out of the church. The priest’s
white car, smaller than Dr. Mel’s is parked a di stance away.

SI NBAD
| haven’t seen you in a while,
Ni codenus.
NI CHOLAS
Ni chol as.
SI NBAD
You say your nother is not feeling
very well.

Sinbad is |l ooks into the wi ndow of his car, he is conbing
the little hair that remains on his head.

NI CHOLAS
| have gone to the doctor.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

SI NBAD
Poor Norris, it’s probably a
denoni c mani festation, nothing that
a donation can't fix.

Ni chol as cl enches his fist.

SI NBAD ( CONT’ D)
Alittle sprinkle of holy water and
your nother woul d be cl eansed of
the evil spirit.

Si nbad takes out a bottle.

SI NBAD ( CONT’ D)
Cheap, R100.

NI CHOLAS
A hundred rand! | spent all ny
nmoney on f ood.

Si nbad puts the bottle in his pocket and gets into his car.
He takes out a cheeseburger fromthe dash board. N chol as
licks his lips. Sinbad takes a bite.

S| NBAD
(Whil e chew ng.)
Man cannot |ive on bread al one, oh
this? I’mjust breaking ny fast.
Smle, Nelson, God is testing you.

Si nbad cl oses the door, and drives off. C ouds of snoke
pl ume hi gh up. Nicholas chokes and coughs.

| NT. BEDROOM N CHOLAS HOUSE - NI GHT.

Thursday. Nicholas’ nother just lies still now, breathing
once and so often. Phillis is standing beside N cholas who
is sitting. Phillis places her hand on his shoul der.

PHI LLI S
Be strong.

NI CHOLAS
She is growi ng weak.

PHI LLIS
Did you have supper?

Ni chol as nods.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

PH LLI'S ( CONT’ D)
Thank God, at | east you have put
behind your silly rituals, | was
getting fed up with your
superstitions.

NI CHOLAS
There are not superstitions...
Phillis raises her hands to the sky.
PHI LLI S

Wel |l then why doesn’'t God just heal
her then. God can you hear nme?! If
you can, make ny sister well again.

There is crashing noise, Phillis goes out of the room she
cones back a little later

PH LLI'S (CONT' D)
| was a little afraid there, just a
netal plate that fell over. Mist
have been a rat.

Ni cholas is holding his nother’s arm

PHI LLI S (CONT' D)
You know I’ m here, right. You're
not al one.

Ni chol as nods, after a couple of mnutes he turns, Aunt
Phillis has left the room

| NT. MARKET PLACE - DAY

Friday. The market place is crowded with PEOPLE. N chol as
wal ks through the sea of people still in his grey sweater.
Finally he arrives at a tent, beside the tent is the remant
of a small second hand bl ack car with no wheels.

| NT. TENT, MARKET PLACE - DAY

There is a very short black MAN (61), with short nappy hair
and very |ight skinned. The man has beads around his neck. He
i's busy grinding sone powder. There are sone ol d WOVEN at
the back of tent peeling potatoes. He | ooks up and conti nues
gri ndi ng.

MAN
Hel | o, young man.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

NI CHOLAS
Af t ernoon, sir.

MAN
Call me Sol, short for Sol onon.

NI CHOLAS
| need your urgent hel p, ny nother
is lying at home sick with a
terrible fever.

SOL
Sounds like witchcraft to me. No
problemthere, Sol can fix that.

NI CHOLAS
The doctor said...

Sol cones around the stall, he is wearing aninmal skins, and
is bare foot. He begins |ooking into his sack. N chol as
covers half of his face with a smle

SOL
Don't trust those w tches.

Sol takes out a rock, with an inscription on it.

SOL (CONT' D)
You see this, this is the Stone of
t he Ancestors.

Ni chol as crosses his arns.

SOL (CONT' D)
Actually it’'s the kidney stone of a
great king. This is the answer to
your problens. Very powerful

NI CHOLAS
How nuch does it cost?

SOL
A nodest R30.

Ni chol as takes a step forward.

NI CHOLAS
| can afford that, just wait.

Ni chol as begins searching in his pockets. Calmy at first
then frantically. Al the while Sol is talking.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 9.

SOL
Al'l you have to do is wash your
nother init... What’'s the matter?
NI CHOLAS

| can’t find nmy noney. Sonmeone nust
have stol en ny noney!

Ni chol as | ooks right and | eft. Sol shrugs and goes back to
hi s power.

SOL
There’s nothing for free, sonny. If
you don’t pay, you don’t play.

Ni chol as puts his hands on his head. He sighs, Sol is
whi stling. Suddenly N chol as takes the stone and nmakes a run
for it.

SOL ( CONT' D)
You rascal, conme back with ny..
Catch him

Ni chol as di sappears into the crowd of people and makes his
way out of the market place.

EXT. STREET - DAY

Ni chol as begi ns wal ki ng home, briskly and running a little,
he smles and | ooks at the stone. Cars drive by.

| NT. BEDROOM N CHOLAS HOUSE - NI GHT.

Ni chol as arrives hone at 7pm Phillis is lying on the bed
her arns on her head. His nother is on the bed covered under
a blanket. Aunt Phillis raises her head, she has tears on he
f ace.

NI CHOLAS
| s she?

Phillis nods and Nicholas drops the stone. Nicholas falls to
t he edge of the bed.

Phillis and N cholas begin to cry. They sit beside each
ot her, beside thenselves wth grief.
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10.

EXT. GRAVESI TE - DAY

Saturday. N cholas and his aunt stand at the gravesite. It
is a garden - like cenetery with fruits in view The
MOURNERS have | eft. The sky is grey and so is Ni chol as’
suit. N cholas is busy weedi ng around the tonbstone.

PH LLI'S
Forget what the priest was saying
about the Virgin Mary being our
surrogat e not her

Phillis wipes the tears from her eyes.
NI CHOLAS
| wasn’t |istening.
PH LLIS
| am here for you. Me and ny
husband, as a housemaid we’' || pul
t hr ough.
Ni chol as stands up, Phillis puts a hand on his shoul der. She

pul I's him cl ose.

PHI LLI S (CONT’ D)
You are an intelligent boy, only
you can stand in your way.

NI CHOLAS
" mgoing to be an accountant and
make a proper tonbstone for num

PHI LLI S
That's the spirit, I will stand by
you, just like this.

Phillis | eaves Nicholas and foll ows the nourners.

Ni chol as takes out the Stone of the Ancestor, the
inscription has rubbed off.

He throws the stone into the sky. He | ooks at his palm then
to the sky.

NI CHOLAS
God, the doctor charged ne an arm
and a leg. The priest? Alns. The
sangona? But you? Why have you have
taken away mnmy nother... Answer ne!

The wi nd gently bl ows.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 11.

NI CHOLAS
| thought so. You don’t even exist.

Ni chol as sees two nickels on the ground, he picks them up
and rubs them toget her.

NI CHOLAS
But if you do exist, this is ny
| ast prayer. And this coin, the
dollar, the snake with strings
attached, is the only god | pray
to. And only | shall be accountabl e
for ny own actions. The only
prophet | know of is the profit of
the dollar, this snake will clothe
me, give ne wi sdom and get ne out
of the jungles disguised as a
jungl e. Anmen!

Ni cholas flips the coin, turns his back to the tonb and

| eaves the garden.

| NT. BEDROOM NI CHOLAS HOUSE - DAY

Sunday. A guitar plays off screen sonbrely.

Through the wi ndow a view of the sun rising from not her
earth. A bed just beneath a broken wi ndow. Hard earth, a bag
wWith clothes in the corner. A guitar rests on the cracked
wal | .

Ni chol as rises and obstructs the sun. He gets out of bed. He
kneel s at the foot of the bed.

He | ooks under the bed and takes out application forns at
the university. Angle on BURSARY. He al so takes out a maths
book and pen. He puts themon the bed. He | eaves the room

| NT. BATHROOM NI CHOLAS HOUSE - DAY

The guitar continues to play. Nicholas takes a cold bath out
of a bucket.

He | eaves the bat hroom
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12.

| NT. BEDROOM - DAY

Ni chol as puts on a yellow shirt. He takes the books, forns
and pens. He closes the door. On the I edger is a coin on one
side and a snall Bible on the other. A w nd bl ows through

t he wi ndow.

Thr ough the broken w ndow shacks and make shift houses of
the ghetto abound. Way out in the distance is the city with
toweri ng skyscrapers. The guitar continues playing.

FADE QUT.



