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FADE | N:

| NT. DELI VERY ROOM - NI GHT

JOSHUA LEI GHTON (V. O
| was born at mdnight on the
thirtieth of May, nineteen ninety
as Joshua Leighton...

The hospital staff and JOHN LEI GHTON, late 20’s are
encouraging EMLY, late 20°s to give birth.

JOSHUA LEI GHTON (V. O
My not her has always told ne that
it was lucky to be born at twelve.
But | always thought it was
unl ucky. M dnight is associated
wi th ghosts and witches and beasts
of a hellish nature. And unl ucky
bl ack cats.

NURSE
Keep pushing Emly! You' re doing
great!
EM LY
[’ mtrying!
DOCTOR
K. | can see the head.

Em |y continues to push while scream ng.

JOSHUA LEI GHTON (V. O
|’d like to say a few words on
luck, as it is closely associated
with my story, or would be anyway,
if it existed at all. Because
that’s just it. It doesn't exist.
O not in ny opinion anyway. Just a
figment of the inmagination. What
does exist. And what people are
really referring to when they talk
about luck is, statistics.

DOCTOR
Push Em |y Push!

JOHN
Push honey!

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

EM LY
(scream ng)
ARRRGGGHHH

JOSHUA LEI GHTON
Waaaaaaaa!

The NURSE, 30’s, cuts the chord and carries the baby away.
The coupl e | ook concer ned.

JOHN
VWhat’s wong with hin The nurse
turns to face them

NURSE
He’s a bit blue. Probably due to
the unbilical cord being tied
around his neck. He's a playfu
bugger. Don’t worry. It’s just a
precaution. The coupl e | ook
relieved.

| NT. CLASSROOM - DAY
SUPER: 17 YEARS LATER

The 17YO JOSHUA is sitting through a college |ecture on
statistics. The TEACHER, m d twenties settles half the class
down by finishing off the paperwork on her desk and standing
up, grabbing a marker pen.

TEACHER
K guys, settle down. Today’s
| esson is on Hypothesis testing.
The cl ass qui etens down. The
teacher wites Hypothesis Testing
on the board.

TEACHER
OK. So... we know that the
paraneters of a distribution are
the quantities needed to describe
the distribution. For exanple...

The teacher wites as she talks.
TEACHER
A normal distribution has
paraneters mcro and sigma and a
poi sson distribution has the
par anet er phi

The teacher faces the cl ass.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

TEACHER
CK. So does anyone know t he
definition of a hypothesis?

Everybody is cluel ess except for Joshua, who puts up his
hand.

JOSHUA LEI GHTON
A prediction about a paraneter?

TEACHER
Correct. A hypothesis...

The teacher wites on the board again as she says...

TEACHER
is a prediction around a
paraneter. The teacher continues
writing as she says...

TEACHER
Now. There are two types of
hypot heses we need to know about.
The nul |l hypot heses denot ed by
HO... and the alternative
hypot heses denoted by HL.

The teacher faces the cl ass.

TEACHER
So. Now we need to performa test
to deci de whether or not we should
reject the null hypothesis in favor
of the alternative.

The teacher faces the board again and starts to wite.

TEACHER
Suppose we are given a val ue and
told that it comes froma certain
distribution, but we don’t know
what that paraneter of that

distribution is... suppose we nake
a null hypot heses about the
paraneter. ..

EXT. QUTSI DE COLLEGE - DAY

Joshua is wal king to the bus stop. He gets on the bus and
takes a wi ndow seat on the right just beyond the m ddle. The
bus is already half full. He | ooks out the wi ndow for a
while then his friend sits down next to him

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

FRI END
How was mat hs?

JOSHUA
I nt eresti ng.

FRI END
You' re a weirdo.

Friend | aughs as he says this. Joshua continues | ooking out
of the wi ndow.

FRI END
Hey. Did you know about that party
at Steve's tonorrow ni ght?

JOSHUA
Yeah... | can’'t go. Exans in a
nonth. |’ve got to study.

FRI END

Al'l you do is study. You need to
study | ess.

Joshua shrugs.

FRI END
Conme on. You only live once right?

Joshua thinks about this for a while.

JOSHUA
K. But I"'mleaving at twelve. It’s
a school night.

Friend | aughs and shakes his head. The bus noves off.
| NT. LECTURE THEATRE
Joshua is sitting at the back of the |lecture hall

JOSHUA LEI GHTON (V. O
| gained a place to study Physics
at University Coll ege London.
Physics was interesting. O at
least... it was interesting at
coll ege. At university it was
i ncredi bly over detailed and dull.
Al'l of the great concepts and ideas
that awed ne as a col |l ege student
were now rui ned by detailed
anal ysis and too nmuch maths... too
much mat hs.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

The lecturer finishes wiping off the board and wites a new
headi ng - A quantum nodel of atons. The | ecture hall becones
silent. The lecturer walks to the front of his desk and
starts the lecture.

LECTURER
Two years after Rutherford
postul ated that the atom has a
nucl eus... Neils Bohr proposed a
nmodel for the hydrogen atom.
Al t hough Bohr’s theory was
successful for the hydrogen atom
it proved | ess useful for nore
conpl ex at ons.

The |l ecturer walks to the front of the board and starts to
wite as he tal ks.

LECTURER
Bohr’s postul ates state that. ..
one... an electron noving in an

all oned orbit does not radiate

el ectromagnetic energy and two...
when an electron junps froma nore
energetic state to a state..

I NT. HEAD TUTOR S OFFI CE - DAY

HEAD TUTOR
So you want to take a gap year?
JOSHUA
No. | just can't... just can't do
it anynore.

The head tutor nods his head in understandi ng.

HEAD TUTOR
You need a break. | can defer you
for next years intake...

JOSHUA
No. | don’'t want to be deferred.

just want a normal job for a while.

The head tutor thinks for a while then proceeds to get the
wi t hdrawal form

HEAD TUTOR
K. .. But Joshua... with your
grades... you nmust return to

uni versity at sone point.



I NT. UNI VERSI TY ROOM - DAY

Joshua is sitting at his laptop. He is searching through the
j ob section on the internet, making a list of enni

addresses and info that he should send a CV to. He then
starts sending C.V's. He logs into his email account, clicks
new, and starts typing.

JOSHUA LEI GHTON (V. O
| sent out twenty c.v’'s a week.
Anybody with even the npst basic
under st andi ng of nmat hematics can
figure out that this should be
enough to procure a job within a
mont h but. ..

I NT. UNI VERSI TY ROOM - NI GHT
SUPER: 3 MONTHS LATER

Joshua is hunched over his conputer. Watch this for a while
then he lifts his head up quickly, a |look of realisation
spreadi ng across his face.

JOSHUA LEI GHTON (V. O
... It wasn’t. | had an idea. An
idea so brilliant that Einstein
woul d | eap up and junp for joy if
he heard it. It was, |ike al
brilliant ideas, sinple.

Joshua starts to type.

FADE OQUT AND CREDI TS



