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I NT. ALMA'S HOVE - NI GHT
TI TLES BEG N
HALLWAY

ALMA (UHL- MAH), 17-years-old, wal ks past THREE
gol d-frame photos hung on the wall hallway.

CENTER photo shows famly portrait (in order) FATHER

MOTHER, NANA, standi ng above a young Al ma, and young HAMZA
( HUM ZAH)

Mot her has | ong dark hair seen resting on the side of

her shoul ders, dark cat-like eye makeup over

greeni sh-grey eyes, light blue scarf lightly placed over her
head.

Father is wearing an all red kurta, and he is smling.

Nana, slightly bal ding, obviously dyed jet-black hair on the
sides of his head, wearing glasses, and an all white kurta.

Young Alma is wearing red, her hair is long, eyes are
I ight greenish-Grey, and she is wearing a half-smle.

Hanza is wearing white, full smle, hair braided to the side
of her shoul der.

Photo to to the left of the famly portrait shows the Holy
Kaabah of Mecca.

Photo to the right of the famly portrait shows a Zul figar,
a traditional GOLD Shiite Muslimsword with Arabic
engravi ngs that represent the sword of Ali.

CUT TO
PRAYER ROOM

Alma wal ks into an enpty roomand rolls open a carpet out in
front of her.

She begins perform ng Nanmaz, the daily prayers for Mislimns.
The carpet laid out in front of her is not bare.

There is a circular-rock-1ike object on the carpet, Alm
rests her head on the rock when she kneels down onto the
car pet.

Al ma stands up.

Wi spers nore Arabi c prayers.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

Kneel s back down.
She sits down onto the Namaz rug.
Grabs a tasbih (rosary beads).
She folds up the rug.
She wal ks out of the prayer room
ALMA' S BEDROOM
Al ma opens her diary.
As she flips through the pages, several photos are seen.
First photo: Alma wearing a revealing shirt, with
cl eavage and shoul ders bare. Her arns are around DAM EN,
young handsone white male, blue eyes, surfer-boy style,
and KAREN, a young girl fromthe Philippines, angelic face.
They are all smling.
Second photo: Al ma, Karen, and Dam en are raising
shot glasses into the air, all three glasses touching
each other in the center, all smles.
She finds a bl ank page.
Alma wites in her diary.
Alma narrates what is witten in her diary:
ALMA (V. O

"There is a candle in your

heart, ready to be kindled. There

is avoid in your soul, ready to

be filled. You feel it, don’t you?"

- Rum (Persian poet)
Alma is standing in front of her mrror.
She is fixing her eye nmakeup.
Her eyeliner is heavy and dark, cat-1liKke.
Al ma’ s phone vibrates. She reads her text.
TEXT DI ALOGUE

Karen: "Can | cone yet ???"

Alma: "Al nost, they should be asleep soon..."

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

Karen: "Okay, let me know. "
Al ma puts on a jacket.
Through the mrror her roomis seen with blue wall paint.
Christrmas lights around the bed s headboard.
Fake palmtree in corner of bed.
Poster of an eye on her wall.
She exits her roominto the hallway.
FADE | NTO:
THE NEST
TI TLES END
HALLWAY TOMRD PARENT' S ROOM
She wal ks sl ow y through the hallway.

Peaking into her parent’s room she sees her MOTHER
performng her nightly Namaz prayers.

She nmonentarily glances at her. Mther is folding the Namaz
rug. Alma runs back into her room

BEDROOM

Alma is under the covers of her bed. She pretends to sl eep.
She is facing away from her nother, to hide her makeup.

She coul d hear her parents argue. She rolls her eyes.

She hears footsteps.

Al ma’ s door opens.

MOTHER ( O. S)
Al ma!

Mot her peaks into Alma’s room
MOTHER

Apne Namaz Para? (Have you prayed
Namaz yet ?)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

ALMA
Yes | did.

MOTHER
Ckay. Shabba Khair, Al m
(" Goodni ght’ in Farsi)

ALMA
Shabba Khair, Mm

Door cl oses.
Alma listens until she hears another door shut. She gets up.
She wal ks toward her w ndow.
She opens the wi ndow and clinbs out.
CUT TO
EXT. OQUTSI DE OF ALMA' S HOUSE - NI GHT
Alma slowy clinbs down the side of the house.
She junps onto the grass.
She tiptoes away fromthe house.
She runs towards a nearby alley.
She takes off her tights under her dress and renoves
her jacket revealing her real outfit: a red dress with
a pleated skirt, |egs bare.
Her hair is long and flow ng on her shoul ders.
A car drives next to her.
KAREN exits the driver’s seat and wal ks to the
passenger seat.
Alma gets into the drivers seat.
They drive away.
Li cense plate reads: | MFTEEN
CUT TO



| NT. KAREN S CAR - NI GHT
Alma is driving.
Karen is sitting in the passengers seat to her left.

KAREN
Ahh! 1’ m so excited you were
able to get out tonight! It
was starting to suck having to be
at anot her party alone...all of
the pressure was turning nme into
an al cohol i c.

ALNVA
Yeah, seriously. Took forever to
sneak out this time. I was afraid
my parents weren't gonna fal
asl eep.

KAREN
Yeah, | bet.

ALMA
| nmean, the sad part is, nost kids
just tell their parents, "Hey...I'm

goi ng out...yadda yadda." Wth ny
parents, it beconmes an annoyi ng
nmoral issue. The slightest nention
of a party nakes themthink I'm
turning too American, or they worry
"1l die of rape.

KAREN
(1 aughs)
Die of rape...?

ALMA (cont’ d)
Yes. DI E of rape...never
makes sense to ne.

KAREN
| hear. Yeah, well |’mjust happy
you made it. Just have a good
feeling about tonight...| hope |
neet soneone. .

ALNA
Yeah | don't care, as long |
get away with this.
Al ma and Karen both turn to each other and smrk.

CUT TO



| NT. PARTY - NI GHT

Alma enters a party.

Karen wal ks besi de her.

The party is crowded and in action.

Alma is in LIGHT and only focus.

She wal ks through a crowmd of people.

The nusic is LOUD

She wal ks to RICK, tall, white-male, handsonme features, head
covered in a bright-yellow hat, and DAMEN, slightly shorter
than rick, also white and handsome, neat-blond hair,
resenbles a surfer boy with shell neckl ace.

Each smling at her.

RI CK AND DAM EN
Ayyy!! Look who nmade it!!

DAM EN
Time to cel ebrate.

Dam en reaches for sonething behind a couch.
He takes out two cans of beer.
He hands Al na and Karen each a can of beer.

Al ma opens the can and takes a sip.

ALNVA

Hey, can | bum a square?
DAM EN

No problem

Danmien pulls out a small Ziploc bag of pre-rolled
ci garettes.

He hands her a cigarette.
He pulls out a lighter and |ights her cigarette.
ALNA
(smles)
Thanks, dude.

Pause.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

DAM EN
kay, question. Just curious, why
don’t you just tell your parents
that you're going out? It can't be
that bad? | nean, what are they
gonna do, stone you to death?

ALMA
No. Behead ne. ..

ALMA (cont’d)
|’ mjust kidding! GCeez...
know them If | told them they
are just gonna keep calling ne
all night, start worrying, |
woul dn’t have the sane freedom

Rl CK

What if they catch you?
ALMA

[t would ruin them |I'm

telling you, lIgnorance is bliss
when it cones to ny parents. |
rat her not put them through the
shane.

KAREN
I f you say-

Karen is interrupted by a drunk ERIC, fat kid with |ong

hair, greasy shirt,

al cohol .

Eri c shoves hinself between Al ma and Kar en,
arns around their shoul ders.

ERI C
Hey guys... ladies...

Ankwar d sil ence.

Al ma and Karen appear confused.

Alma attenpts to pull Eric’s armoff of her

ERI C (cont’ d)
C non, here take a shot with ne.

hol ding a glass bottle with dark

and throws his

shoul ders.

Eric pushes the bottle in front of Alma’ s face.

Di sgust ed,

Al ma wal ks away.



KI TCHEN

Alma enters the kitchen.

She observes the room

There is a kitchen counter with drinks and food assort ed.
Al ma pl aces her beer down on the counter.

Next to the counter, there is a refrigerator, kitchen sink,
and mni grill on the table.

EVAN, 18-years-old, is flipping burger nmeat on the grill.
Evan | ooks at Al na.

EVAN
Wwant a burger? I’ m making plenty.

ALMA
Yeah sure.

Short pause.

ALMA ( CONTI NUED)
Are you Eric? My friends told ne
about this party. | just kind of
showed up, but | haven’'t seen-

EVAN
Nah, Eric’s ny best friend. He's
t he handsone dude right over there.

Evan points at Eric as Eric chugs his glass bottle of
al cohol .

Al ma appears enbarrassed.

ALMA
Oh...never mnd, just net him.

EVAN
(sarcasm

He's pretty charismatic.
ALNA

Ha ha, sure thing. He can throw one
hell of a party.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 9.

EVAN
Yeah. Well If your gane plan with
parties is to just tell as many
peopl e as possible, and just watch
all the people you don't really
know show up, you usually w n.

Evan places a plate of a fresh nade burger in front of A ma
Al ma sm rks.

ALNMA
Thanks.

She takes a bite.

EVAN
| " m Evan.

Al ma swal | ows f ood.
She brushes off her hands.
She reaches her hand out to shake his.

ALMA
Alma. Nice to neet you

They shake hands.

EVAN
Unhl m mah. .. Am | pronounci ng
correctly?

ALMA (O S)
Per f ect .

EVAN
Awesorre! You probably get this a
lot, where is that fronf

ALMA
lts a Muslim nane.

Alma takes a sip of her beer.

EVAN
Ch wow, don't take this the wong
way but...why are you drinking
then? | thought Muslinms aren’t
all onwed to drink.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

ALNVA
You're right. I’mnot. But cone on,
it’s normal for you, everyone el se
here too. Why should | be shunned
or sent to hell for doing the sane
t hi ng everyone here does.

EVAN
You’' ve got a point. You' re one of
the few special ones then. But |
mean, | assume you pray 5 tinmes a
day, everyone here doesn’t do that.

ALMA
You' re right! Already know so nuch
about nme. But the truth is, as
terrible as it sounds, | do it so
nmy parents stay off ny back. |
figure, if | give themat | east

that, then I'’mless guilty sneaking

out and drinking at parties.

EVAN
Sneaky rebel girl!! Cheers to that,
you are a speci al one!

10.

Al ma and Evan | augh, both raise their drinks and take sips
of their beer.

Evan stops, and stares at her.

She t akes

EVAN (cont’ d)
| just feel like |I've net
you before, sonewhere...Do
you happen to go to Lane Tech?

ALMA
... Yeah. ..

a deeper |l ook at him

Her eyebrows rai se.

Evan gi ggl

ALMA (cont’ d)
Wait...M. Simons history. Ring
any bell s?

EVAN
Yeah!!!! | knew |’ ve seen you
somewhere. You were that quiet
girl!!

es slightly at his conment.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 11.

ALMA
Ckay. First period... way too early
in the day for ne. You were the guy
t hat al ways rai sed his hand, how
could I forget you.

EVAN
Vell | lTove to talk. Couldn’'t
resist, especially in that class.

ALMA
Now that | renenber...you were that
guy who said, "Hitler was
a genius."

EVAN
VWll he was...think about it.

Conversation is interrupted with a LOUD ELECTRI C GUI TAR
sound.

Al ma and Evan turn around to see.
Eric is attenpting to play music in the living room
He is standing next to a mc, in front of a drumset.
He speaks into the mc, in a drunk voice.
ERI C
| would....like to call up...
ny one-and only BEST
BUD. . EVAN, WHERE ARE YQU! ? Corme
JAM The druns are waiting!
EVAN
(yelling across roon
Cmon! 1’ m busy!!
Eric alnost trips over.

ERI C
The crowd has spoken nman!

Evan appears surprised and excited.
Hi s eyebrows rai se.

He gestures to Alma to join and watch himjam They wal k
over to the instrunents.

Evan sits behind the drum set.

Rick is seen grabbing a bass.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 12.

Evan, Eric, and Rick play some Hard-rock. Resenbling Led
Zeppel in kind of sound.

Evan starts getting into the nusic.
Evan has a short drum sol o.
Al ma, Karen, and Dam en wat ch.
Al ma observes Evan.
She is inpressed, shows a half side-smle
She wat ches himonly.
They stop playing.
Everyone cheers.
EVAN

(smles wth sarcasm
Ah! Now its too hot in here! Fuck

you guys!
Evan points at Al ma.

He wal ks toward her.

ALNA
| npressive stuff, Evan.
EVAN
Why, thank you.
(sm | es)

Wanna join nme outside for a sidebar
cigarette? You snoke right?

ALNMA

(smles)
Yeah sure.

FRONT PORCH

Alma and Evan are sitting on the front steps of the party
house.

Evan lights a cigarette.
EVAN
Okay anot her question about your

name. |Its Muslim but whats the
backgr ound?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 13.

ALMA
It's Persian.

EVAN
Wah, sounds exoti c.

ALNMA
Just neans |'mfromlran.

EVAN
Sweet. Ever been there?

ALMA
Once. As a kid, but | was raised in
Ameri ca. \What about you, where are
you fronf

EVAN
Oh, I"mjust white.

Al ma and Evan | augh.
Al ma picks up her beer and raises it in the air.
ALNA
Ckay then Evan, cheers to you being
whi te.
Al ma wi nks.
Evan smles at her joke and raises a cup of beer.
They dri nk.
Al ma pl aces her beer down and lights a cigarette.

She appears tipsy fromthe beer.

ALMA ( CONT’ D)

Ah. ..l nust admit, | hate
small talk. | think I'’"m asked where
| amfromat least a mllion tinmes

a day. Don’t get ne wong,

| understand it, but do you
ever just wanna break the ice
sooner ?

EVAN
| feel you. Just skip the interview
shit. Hear actual stories, ideas,
or just be normal, really.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 14.

ALNVA
Exactly! Like, "Hello, ny name
is Alma. Evan, 1'd |ike to get
to know you, tell nme about
yoursel f."

EVAN

Hell o there, Al ma.
(changes voice tone to a funny
manner)
"I"'mEvan...Wll | can't get into
my life story just yet. But |I'm
gonna take another sip of ny beer
(takes sip)
and admt that |’ m kind of nervous
right now, not in a bad way

(flirty) )
and so far | think you are one cool

chick.  Wul d you like to spend
nore tine wwth ne?
ALNVA
(flattered)
well...-

Evan’ s side pocket vibrates and interrupts Alna, he has a
text fromEric.

Al me’ s phone vibrates a second | ater.

EVAN AND ALMA
Sorry, one second.

They realize they spoke at the sanme tine.

Look at each other for a split second.

Conti nue | ooki ng down at their phones.

TEXT DI ALOGUE

Eric and Evan’s texts:

ERI C. Where R U dude?! W’ re gonna start the drinking gane!
EVAN: Front porch dude...Wth cute girl...

ERIC. Tell her to join!

Alma and Karen’'s texts:

KAREN: Where are you? Eric is getting belligerent,
its hilarious, you gotta see.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 15.

ALMA: Ch noo. I'lIl be there soon. Talking to guy, [’1I
explain later.

They put their phones away.
Look up at each other.
EVAN
Al ma. Wanna join a drinking gane
wth Eric in the other roonf

ALNVA
Sweet, why not.

BEDROOM

Al ma and Evan enter a bedroomfilled with people. Room
i ncludes Eric taking a shot of vodka.

After taking a shot, Eric appears dizzy.

EVAN
Ah fuck..

Eric is about to throw up.

Karen is standi ng behind him grossed out. Eric runs out of
t he room

The rest of the group foll ows.
Alma and Evan are left alone in the bedroom

EVAN ( CONT’ D)
That escal ated quickly..

Evan grabs a coupl e shot gl asses and hands one to Al ma. They
each take a shot of vodka.

Karen and Ri ck suddenly junp behind them
KAREN
| wanna join you guys! Do one nore
Wi th us!
Ri ck hands Evan and Al na each anot her shot gl ass.

They all raise their hands in the air and touch shot
gl asses.

They each dri nk.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 16.

A LOUD- GLASS- SHATTER is heard in the background. Karen and
Ri ck | ook at each other, surprised. They run out of the
room

Slightly drunk, eyes squinting, Evan junps on the bed beside
Al ma.

He rests his head on a pillow

EVAN
Join me quiet girl fromclass!

Slightly drunk Al ma, her eyes are also slightly squinting,
starts | aughi ng.

She sits next to himon the bed.
Evan sits up.
EVAN ( CONT' D)
No you gotta try this. This pillow
is the confiest pillow |’ ve ever
| aid on.

Pl ayi ng along, Alma rests her head on the pillow, and |ays
down next to him

ALNVA
Oh, it really is soft. | could fal
asl eep.
Al ma pretends to sl eep.
Evan believes her act.

EVAN
Alm...?

Al ma abruptly opens her eyes and scares Evan.
EVAN ( CONT' D)
(enbarrassed and sm ling)
Shit, hate you...
Al ma is | aughing.
She turns to Evan as she cal ns down.
Evan turns to face at her as well.

Al ma and Evan start noving closer to each other.

Karen wal ks i n.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 17.

Fri ghtened, Evan and Al ma pul|l away.

KAREN
Ch...crap I'msorry. Pretend
this didn’'t happen...Um have
fun crazy ki ds!

Karen awkwardly | eaves.
Evan and Al nma | ook at each other, |augh and smle.
EVAN
(looking at Al ma up and down)
You have the nost beautiful smle |
have ever seen
ALNVA
You use that line on a | ot of
girls?
EVAN
(sm rking)
Made you blush, didn't it?
Al ma sm rks.
Evan and Alma’s eyes | ock on each other strong.
Evan leans in for a kiss.

Alma interrupts the nonent.

ALMA
Wait.. . what time is it?
EVAN
Its 2AM \Why?

ALNA

Fuck...Karen is drunk, we're drunk.
| have to get hone...

EVAN
Why, who are you Cinderella? Stay
| onger!

ALNA

No, ny dad’ s gonna be awake and
notice I’mnot there. He's gonna
kill nme.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 18.

EVAN
Its really that serious?

ALNVA
Trust me, My parent’s don’t know
what partying is. They will | ose
it. I have to get back, can you
hel p nme?

EVAN
kay.

CUT TO
EXT. OQUTSI DE OF ALMA' S HOUSE - NI GHT

Alma and Evan exit a taxi cab in the side alley of Alna’'s
house.

They tiptoe towards Alna’s side w ndow.
Alma slowy opens her w ndow, she clinbs in.

She signals to Evan to clinb in the w ndow.

EVAN
(1 oud whi spers) Your dad is gonna
see ne!

ALNVA

(Al ma whi spers |oud) Just trust nel
Al ma grabs Evans hand.
Evan clinbs into her room
| NSI DE ALMA' S ROOM
Alma signals to Evan to hide under her bed.
Evan al nost trips, quickly rushes under Alma’s bed.
Alma, in a slight panic, junps under her bed covers.
They stay there in silence.
Al me’ s FATHER peaks into the room
He checks on Alma, she’s asleep in her room
He shuts the door and | eaves.

They hear nonments |ater, they hear the front door shut, and
hear the car sounds.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 19.

Alma signals to Evan to conme out from under the bed.

EVAN
CGCeez, that was i ntense.

ALNVA
Now you understand. Is it weird
that you're the first guy |’ ve ever
snuck into this roonf?

EVAN
Real | y?

ALMA
Yeah. It’s kind of liberating.
Al t hough if ny nother wakes up, |I'm
gonna have a heart attack. | just
wi sh they were a little nore chill,
| mean they had me in this country

and all.

EVAN
Hey well, if you ever need a place
to get away, you're welcone in ny
pl ace...|l nmean you could tell them
you're with a girl friend. 1t' Il be
easi er than sneaking around |ike
this. | nean if you d Iike

to...would you like to?

ALMA
Your parents are cool with you
having girls over?

EVAN
Yeah sure. My parents...well
they're kind of eccentric, but they
| et me do whatever | want.

Evan kneel s down in one knee, he starts speaking |like a fake
renai ssance character, or soneone froma fairy tale.

EVAN (cont’ d)
It is I, your prince. Let me save
you fromyour tower and set you
free ny dear | ady!

ALNVA

(giggles) Ww you’re lucky | drank
toni ght. Kind of dorky.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 20.

EVAN

Hey |1’ m maki ng you | augh! But

seriously. You say you sneak around

all the tinme, and your parents are

strict and whatnot. Let ne help

you, consider ne your escape.
Al ma pauses, she’s bl ushi ng.
Evan and Al ma stop tal king.
Al ma | ooks up at Evan.
Evan leans in for a kiss.
Al ma ki sses back.
SPECI ALTY SHOT BEG N. The canera slowy zoons in. Evan
stands up. They wave goodbye to each other. Evan | eaves
t hrough the wi ndow. The canmera zoons into her face. Her eyes
are shut as she is laying down, smling.

FADE | NTO

I NT. ALMA'S ROOM - MORNI NG
Canera zoons away from her face. SPECI ALTY SHOT END.
Alma is now in her room her eyes are shut.
Her phone alarmrings and vi brates.
She opens her eyes, turns to her phone and shuts it off.
She sits up, turns on her | aptop.
She is sitting on her bed, |aptop on her |ap.
A video chat appears, readi ng KAREN

She is VIDEO CHATTI NG wi t h Kar en.

KAREN
kay, what happened, tell ne
ever yt hi ng.

ALMA

What about you? You were
bel i gerent | ast night!

KAREN

Ch, | ended up crashing, but what
happened with you?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

21.
ALNVA
Wl | ... Evan hel ped ne get hone. ..
KAREN
And...? Ch ny god.
ALMA
He kissed ne in nmy room
KAREN
What ? Holy shit, stop Iying.
ALMA
| mserious, | snuck himin and he

hi d under the bed.

KAREN
(screanms) AHH
ALNA
| know, it was exciting. | never

have felt that way before, but I
don’t know, we just clicked and it
j ust happened naturally.

KAREN
Not to nmention, you ve been such a
prude up until now

ALMA
Prude? |’ mnot a prude...

KAREN
Cone on, think about it. You do
everyt hing your parents say, you're
too afraid of them nost of the
time. You ve never even been al one
with a guy, and half the tine-

ALMA
Ckay | get your point.
KAREN
| nmean it with love. | nean, | was

| ucky enough that you even snuck
out |ast night. But think about it,
maybe this will be good for you.
Maybe its tinme you should start
openi ng up to new things.

ALNA

Ckay now | feel like I'mreading ny
hor oscope.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 22.

KAREN
| " m serious Al mal

Al ma’ s phone vi brates. She picks up her phone.
TEXT DI ALOGUE W TH EVAN
Evan: Good Afternoon :D

ALNA
Holy shit its him

KAREN
Answer him This is a sign!

Al ma: Good Afternoon :)
Evan: Any Pl ans?
Al ma: None today.
Evan: Chance you want to spend
the day with ne?
Al ma: Sounds good :D Al ma puts down her phone.
She smles to herself.
KAREN (cont’ d)

That’s what | |like to see. Are you
going to see hinf

ALNA
Toni ght. How am | going to get away
with this?

KAREN

Just tell themyou' re with ne.
A muf fl ed background sound is heard from her hall way.
The source of the sound is the Azan playing.

The mnusi cal sound of the prayer echoes fromher parent’s
room

ALNA
Alright. | gotta go, talk to you
| at er.
Al ma shuts off her | aptop

She gets out of bed.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 23.

Al ma responds to the sound, she grabs a large white
headscarf from near by.

She puts it on properly to prepare for Namaz. She wal ks out
of the room

DI SSCLVE | NTO
EXT. VARI QUS LOCATI ONS - DAY AND NI GHT
MONTACE START
FOREST

Al ma and Evan are nmaking out as the sunset gl ares
behind them Al nma and Evan grab each other’s hands.

They run through a redwood forest trail.

They exit the forest trail to reveal a beach and |i ghthouse.
They run towards the nearby |ighthouse.

BEH ND LI GHTHOUSE

Alma i s pushed against a wall as Evan kisses her in the
neck.

Al ma pushes himoff flirtatiously, she smles. Alma pulls
out a joint.

She lights it and takes a puff.
She shotguns the snoke with Evan. Evan bl ows out snoke.
They continue to | ook deeply into each others eyes.

Scenery in the background DI SSOLVES into the scenery
i nside of a train.

| NSI DE TRAI N
Al ma gets up, gives Evan one last kiss and exits the train.

Her outfit and hairdo DI SSOLVES AGAI N i nto anot her dressed
up appearance as she exits.

At the sanme tine, her setting also MATCH DI SSOLVES to revea
the front of Evan’s househol d.



24.

FRONT OF EVAN S HOUSE

Alma is now standing in front of a door. She is wear a |arge
bl ack coat, and dark tights. She rings the doorbell once.

MONTAGE END

| NT. TERRY HOUSEHOLD - NI GHT

Bottom | eft hand corner reads: 3 MONTHS LATER
Evan opens the door.

Evan is holding a stuffed puppy and sonme obvi ous handpi cked
fl owers.

EVAN

WIl you be ny Val entine?
ALNVA

It s March.

Al ma shakes her head.

Still flattered by the romantic gesture, she smles and hugs
Evan.

She takes the gifts.
Al ma stops for a nonent.
ALMA (cont’ d)
Wait hold up, I'"'mburning up in
t hese cl ot hes.
She quickly takes off the |arge black coat, revealing a
VWH TE dress. She also takes off the dark tights under the
dress.
ALMA (cont’d)
kay | feel better, | couldn’t walk
out of ny house |ooking |ike this.
Evan smles, he grabs Alma’s hand.
Alma and Evan wal k into the dining room

El vis-type "Valentine’ s Al bunt rnusic surrounds the room
as they wal k closer toward the dining room

Evan and Al ma stop abruptly.

Al ma | ooks surprised. The dining roomtable is massive and
centers the room

( CONTI NUED)
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There are huge studi o speakers surroundi ng the table.
A speaker on each corner of the dining roomtable.

There are al so wall speakers hanging on each corner of the
wal | .

ELVI S-type nusic surrounds the dinner table.

The dinner roomtable is set up neatly and appears to be
very romanti c.

There are two red candles in the center of the table.

Four pl ates surroundi ng the candl es.

The plates are set up with sal non and sal ad decorat ed

in each plate.

The table al so has bow s of chocol ate covered strawberries,
?gg.a bow of chopped apples with caranel gliding on the

EVAN
Hey, | wish this was ny idea..

JAVES AND HANNAH (O S)
SURPRI SE, TO THE LOVELY
YOUNG COUPLE

JAMES, Evan’s father, with dark hair and gl asses, hairdo is
conbed over to one side, and HANNAH, Evan’s nother, short
and chubby, with long dark hair and full of energy, walk
into the scene.
Evan and Alma smle as they wal k towards the dinner.

CUT TO
| NT. TERRY DI NI NG TABLE - N GHT

JAVES
So, Alma. What’s your background?

ALMA
I’mfromlran.

JAVES
So I'll assunme you are Muslin?

( CONTI NUED)
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ALNVA
Yes, a Shia-Muslimfamly.

HANNAH
I nteresting...Are your
parents strict? Are they okay with
you being here with Evan?

ALNA
They are...lenient. At
| east conpared to nost parents.
They don’t really know what | do

inny spare time...| just tel
themI' mwth one of ny girl
friends.

HANNAH
Well! As a nother, | just love to
hear that!

Everyone | aughs at the apparent sarcasm

HANNAH ( CONT’ D)
That’ s fine though. Consider this
honme a safe haven.

Short pause as Alma smles and everyone continues to eat.
CUT TGO
JAVES

Wanna hear sonething interesting
about this roonf

ALNA
Sure.
JAMES
Well, | designed this room nyself.

You hear the nusic? The way it
takes over the roonf | acoustically
desi gned the room so that when the
musi ¢ comes through from

t hose speakers, (points at
speakers), the sound will bounce
off the wall to specifically
surround this table. You see, the
nmusi ¢ does not just |eave the
speakers, nor does it sinply
surround us. It noves onto us, onto
me, right where we are sitting, to
absorb its energy. Pretty cool
stuff, yeah?

( CONTI NUED)
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HANNAH

Yeah yeah... it may be cool

that Janmes can control the sound.

But renenber this Alma, after

25 years of marriage and bei ng

a nother, | control this househol d.
Hannah sm | es and w nks at Al na.
Everyone | aughs.

CUT TGO

| NT. EVANS ROOM - NI GHT
Evan and Al ma are | aughing.
They are feeding each other chocol ate covered strawberri es.
There is chocol ate on Evan’s cheek.

Alma attenpts to wipe it off but nakes it snear all
over Evan’s cheek.

Evan notices the chocolate on his face and snears chocol ate
on Alma’s cheek.

Alma flinches and snears nore chocol ate on Evan.
Evan pl aces the chocol ate down qui ckly.

EVAN
(j oki ngly) You wanna go? huh?

Al ma | aughs and puts nore chocol ate on Evans face.
Evan and Alma start to play fight.

Evan picks Alma up and throws her on the bed.

Evan sits on top of Alnma and pins her arnms down.

Evan starts kissing her cheeks.

ALMA
Mercy! Mercy! Ckay, you got ne, you
win, | surrender!

Evan rel eases her while |aughing.
They both |ay down next to each other.

SPECI ALI TY SHOT START: Birdseye view of Evan and Al ma.

( CONTI NUED)
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ALMA (cont’ d)

(kay. on a serious note. | have a
guesti on.

EVAN
Go ahead.

ALMA
VWhats the deal with the di nner, the
chocol ate and strawberries. | have

never heard of parents setting up
romantic dinners for their kids.

EVAN
Its just a nice gesture, thats just
how t hey are.

ALNVA
No but seriously, I know for a fact
my parents would never allow this.
They woul d rather ne married off
first before any romantic dinners
take place. |’'d assune nost parents
have t hese boundari es.

EVAN (V. O
Vell et me give you a little
backstory of ny parents. My parents
both grew up in the 60s and 70s,
and they reveled in it. My nother,
you coul d describe as a free
spirit. She [ oved nen and the
attention of nmen. She wasn’t afraid
of speaking her mnd and show ng
of f her body. One day she was at a
Beat| es concert, dancing around to
Sargent Peppers greatest hits and
nmy dad saw her. My dad was the kind
of Johnny Depp character that saw
ny mom and just knew she was the
one and went for it, next thing you
know they were married, and
bada- bi ng! Thats how t hey got
t oget her.

YOUNG HANNAH i s wal ki ng down t he beach wearing nothing but a

nude bat hi
head.

ng suit. Long black hair and flowers around her

A random guy runs behind her and picks her up, and spins her

ar ound.

Her smle

is huge could Iight up a room
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She is now in the audi ence of a Beatles concert. She is
dancing freely and smling.

YOUNG JAMES is watching her fromthe side. He approaches her
and they start dancing together.

Janmes and Hannah | ock eyes and smil e.

Janmes and Hannah are now at a wedding alter, smling at each
ot her.

Evan is now | ooki ng at Al na.

ALMA
Real | y? For sone reason | don’t
beli eve you. Very cliche. Wat does
that have to do with tonight, |1
wanna know why your parents are
setting a romantic dinner up for
us, not how they net...

EVAN
Wl | they are kind of eccentric
okay, they believe in being open
and, its just the way they are

okay?
ALMA

Okay? | still don’t believe you.
EVAN

You wanna go again?
Evan junps on top of Alma starts tickling Alma all over.
Alma starts | aughing and scream ng.
Evan and Al ma | augh.
Evan pins Almas arns down again and | ooks at her intently.
Evan stops smling.
Something is on his m nd.

Short sil ence.

ALMA
What ?

EVAN
Ckay you're right. | nade up the
story. | have sonething to

( MORE)
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EVAN (cont’ d)
tell you...Ilts a secret. But |
wanna take you to the tenple first.

ALMA (O S)
Tenpl e?

Al ma | aughs assuming it is a joke.

EVAN
Way are you | aughing? |1’ m serious.

SPECI ALTY SHOT END

CUT TO
| NT. TEMPLE - NI GHT
Al ma appears apprehensi ve.

Evan takes hold of Alma’s hand. They walk up dimy
it stairs. They stop at a door.

Engraved on the door is the word: TEMPLE
He unl ocks a door.

They wal k into a roomcalled ' THE TEVPLE
TEMPLE LI VI NG ROOM

Evan and Alma enter the room

At first, it appears to be an ordinary |ooking Iiving room
Yet only one detail stands out.

There are white couches surrounding the room In the center
of the roomthere is a sex sw ng.

The sight of the swing makes Alma halt nonentarily.

Evan ignores the swing, and grabs her hand.

He | eads her into a nearby hallway.

HALLWAY

As they wal k deeper into the hallway, Alma views the pin- up
girl posters framed on the hallway walls. She | ooks straight

ahead into the hallway.

Through Alma’ s vision, the hallway
seens never-endi ng through the darkness.

( CONTI NUED)
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As she wal ks through the hallways, she takes quick gl ances
at the small roonms through the sides of the hall.

She sees glinpses of different roons as she continues to
wal k t hrough.

The first room she passes is a regular bedroomwith only a
bed and a | anp.

The next room she glinpses into is a classroomw th desks,
smal | school desks with books, a main desk for a teacher,
and a paddl e hanging on the wall.

Alma and Evan finally reach the end of the hallway and enter
a vast room

The main roomthat Evan intends to show Al ma.
MASTER BEDROOM

The room feels peaceful and decorated accordingly to
maintain its vibe.

There are clouds painted on the ceiling, a fireplace to the
left.

Most of the room appears to be spacious and enpty, but there
is a single master-bed to the right of Alma’s vision, it is
facing the direction of the fireplace.

The master bed is luxurious. It has white sheets, black side
bars surroundi ng the bed.

The bed is very clean, and the pill ows appear fluffy and
neatly placed on the bed.

It’s as if Alnma wal ked into a nagazi ne advertisenent for
| KEA.

The room still overpowers the bed with its space.
There are two doors by the bed, one clear glass door to the

| eft of the bed, and one wooden door with a nmaster key to
the right side of the bed.

ALMA
Holy Shit...this is fucking
beauti ful .

EVAN

Yeah, one of ny favorite roons in
this house. And the next is...
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Evan guides Alma to the glass door to the left side of the
mast er bed.

GREEN LI T ROOM

The gl ass door reveals a snmaller room enclosed in glass
wal I's with wooden franes.

There are green lights and bright vines throughout the
wal | s.

The roomis small, but decorated symretrically.

The lights surround the walls in symmetry, and the w ndows
are symetrical.

The overall design is very detail ed.
In the center of the roomthere is a |large red couch.
Evan and Alma sit down on the couch.
Alma is in awe by the detail ed decor of the room
EVAN ( CONT’ D)
As you can see, ny parents
are...um..very detail oriented.

These roons are nostly ny dad’ s
wor k. But yeah, welcome to the

t enpl e!
ALMA
| gotta process all of this...was
t hat a-
EVAN
(sm rking)
Yeah. It’s a sex sw ng.

ALNMA
What about the other roons? It
could be the darkness, but its kind
of eerie wal king through there.

EVAN
Yeah this part of the tenple
is pretty nice. W have a
cl assroom a bedroom and-

Evan pauses. He smirks at Alma again, as if he’s up to
sonet hi ng.

( CONTI NUED)
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EVAN ( CONT’ D)
Here. Foll ow ne.

Evan and Al ma stand up.
They wal k out of the room
HALLWAY TOMRDS THE REAPER ROOM
CUT TGO

Evan takes Alma to the end of the hallway revealing a dark
room

He opens the door.

Al ma appears afraid.

Alma fearfully stands cl ose behind Evan.
She grabs his upper-right arm

EVAN ( CONT.)

This roomright here, is
t he " Reaper Room’

(spoken i n denobn voice

i mper sonati on)
| wouldn’t dare anyone to sl eep
in here. If you dared to,

(whi sper)
it is said that there is
al ways soneone wat chi ng you

ALMA

What the...?
EVAN

(1 aughs)

Yeah. Okay, now you wanna see the
scariest roomin the house?

ALNMA
This isn't it?!

CUT TGO
| NT. TEMPLE - CONTI NUED

Evan and Alnma wal k to the wooden door with the nmaster key on
the right side of the bed.

He unl ocks the door.

The door reveals a closet filled with sex toys.

( CONTI NUED)
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ALMA
(1 aughs)

Al ma covers her face in shock

EVAN
(smling, then | aughing)
Scary stuff, eh?

ALNVA
Yeah! Well...It’s...
(nervous | aughi ng)
| " m speechl ess...your parents are
freaks!
(smles)

They bot h | augh.
GREEN LI T ROOM
CUT TGO

Evan and Alma are sitting on the couch in the green |it
room

ALNA
You called this a prayer room Wat
does all of this have to do with
prayers? Your parents are clearly
into the kinky stuff.

Evan | aughs.

EVAN
Well, I cone froma Pagan famly.
That’'s actually the religion | grew
up with. So the secret was... well
all this... My parents are
Pol ygamobus. My dad has... two ot her
girlfriends. They do occult rituals
in there. They basically raised ne
on this kind of environnment. Its
been like this ny entire life.

EVAN (V. O
When | was a kid, ny parents would
wal k around the house naked. Hi s
girlfriends woul d be around too.
They never believed in hiding
t hi ngs. Sonetinmes we woul d have
canera peopl e cone over and they
woul d filmthensel ves together. |

( MORE)
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EVAN (V.O (cont’d)
never watched themfilm but | knew
what was going on. Its just how
t hey are.

YOUNG EVAN is sitting in the living roomcouch playing video
ganes in front of his T.V.

Janes and Hannah are wal ki ng around hi m bare naked.
KI M and LAURA, enter the room

Two CAVMVERA MEN wal k into the room

They hug Janes and Hannah and they exit the room
Young Evan can hear the npbans fromthe room

He continues to play video ganes.

ALNVA
Wow.
EVAN
Yeah. | never told anyone that part

before...your’ e the first.

ALMA
Thats insane. Wat about the
rituals, were you planning on
telling ne that part?

EVAN
Soon. ..l was kind of nervous about
when. Most girls fromny past woul d
| eave the nonent they net
parents. Figured you would wal k out
on ne like the rest did. But you
actual Iy stayed throughout the
di nner.

Al ma shoots a concerned | ook at Evan then | ooks down.
Evan appears worri ed.

EVAN (cont’ d)
So...?

ALNMA
...ls that all of the secret?

( CONTI NUED)
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EVAN
Vel | ...yeah.

ALNA
(smling)
Ww, for a second | thought
you were going to tell ne you
have two other girlfriends too.

EVAN
(smles and | aughs nervously
and hol ds Al ma)
No... | don’'t think nmy parents
could convince nme to do that.

Evan | ooks away from Al ma very seriously al
continuing to hold her.

Alma is |ooking thoughtfully away and smrks.

ALMA
It’s different...|l gotta say it was
the last thing | expected. Wth all
this eeriness | al nost thought you
guys were hiding dead bodies up
her e.

Evan faces Al na.
He appears relieved and sm | es.

ALMA ( CONT’ D)
Okay, why should | judge
your famly? They may be
different and it’s clearly a very
liberal religion... My famly’s
religion has their own rituals.

EVAN
Yeah, but this isn't the same. My
last girlfriend practically ran
awnay.

ALNVA
| think it is. | mean cone on,
every religion has their own
eccentric practices. That’'s why
they need to becone a religion,
otherwise it’s just crazy. For
i nstance, when | was a kid, | first
found out that there was this
ritual going on at ny nosque. .

36.

of a sudden,
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FLASHBACK | NSI DE MOSQUE

YOUNG ALMA playfully runs through a room

She is 8 years old, wearing all black attire.
Bl ack headscarf lightly pulled over her head.

ALMA (V. O
It is a holy day for us, and
to performthe ritual, the nen
gathered around in a roomwth
chai ns, long swords, and swung it
onto their backs. It was
very sacred yet brutal

UNKNOWN MEN are chanting indeci pherable hyms | oudly.

Each man is holding a sharp object, shackles, swords, |arge
kni ves.

They | ook up at the ceiling.

Each man swi ngs their sharp objects onto their backs. They
each bl eed out.

They continue to nutilate thensel ves and chant nohas | oudly.

ALMA (V. O (CONT' D)
| renenber, as a kid, | would enter
the roomthe day after the ritua
was perforned, and the room was
covered in blood...ceiling
to floor. Yet it didn't bother ne,
| just understood that it was a
part of the religion. So |
just naturally accepted it and
was never afraid.

Young Al ma enters the room where the nen previously
performed the bl oody rituals.

She stares at the room
The roomis covered in white sheets.

Bl ood is everywhere, on the white sheets, the walls, and the
cei ling.

Young Al ma appears cal m
She runs into the room

Several other children run inside the room behi nd her.
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They continue to play.

GREEN LI T ROOM

ALMA
But this...this is
different... It’s weird and out

there, but I'’mkind of curious. Wy
choose ignorance, right?

EVAN
Like | said, nost girls just run
away.
Bot h | augh.
EVAN ( CONT' D)
| " m surprised, you re so
calm.. why can't every girl be
i ke you?
Evan noves cl oser to Al na.
He tickles her on her waist.

Alma starts |aughing, grabs his hands to stop himfrom
tickling her nore.

Evan ki sses Al na.

Al ma | ays down.

Evan is now on top of her.
CLOSE- UP of Evan’s face
He | ooks into Alma’s eyes.

EVAN ( CONT’ D)
| think I |love you Al ma

Al ma pauses.
She’ s surprised by the sudden words.

ALMA
Can | tell you a secret?

Evan pauses.
Appear s concer ned.

The words scare him

( CONTI NUED)
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Al ma gets up

She takes Evan’s hand.

They wal k to the master bedroom
They sit down on the bed.

ALNMA ( CONT' D)
Ckay. I'’ma virgin.

She | ooks down, and then | ooks at Evan, searching for
approval .

Evan smles at her, relieved by her secret, but quiet.

EVAN
It’s okay. And we don’t have to do
this if you don't want to.

Short pause.

ALNVA
No, | think I"'mready. | want you
to be ny first, Evan.

They | ook at each other for a nonent.
They ki ss.

CAMERA starts to BACKS AVWAY from Al ma and Evan as they take
of f each others shirts.

They appear snaller as the CAMERA noves through the hallway.
Eventual ly, Evan and Alma are no | onger seen.

The vast length of the hallway is only seen.
A poemis narrated as the canera backs up:

ALMA (V. O
Wth | ove, there cones
ecstasy, Wth a mx of eeriness, or
a kind of nelancholy. It’s an
exi stential bumrer, My dear
friend. Take a | ook around, Soak up
t he beauty and the sound, The true
essence of life is that, it wll
all cone to an end.

FADE TO BLACK
CUT TGO
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| NT. ALMA'S ROOM - MORNI NG
Alma is asleep in her bed.

The sound of the Azan playi ng wakes her up. She sits up,
hair nessy.

She reaches nearby to grab a headscarf. Irritated, she
stares at it.

She throws it aside.
She covers her face with a bl anket.
She goes back to sl eep.
CUT TO
| NT. ALMA'S HOVE - DAY
LI VI NG ROOM
| nside Alma’s house, a doorbell rings.

Alma wal ks to the door. She is wearing a black scarf draped
around her head.

She opens the door.

Alma’ s NANA, her grandfather appears when she opens the
door.

Alma lights up with excitenent.

ALNMA
NANA!

She lets himin.
She hugs himtightly.
She ki sses the side of his cheek.
NANA
Beti !
(ny daughter, or young)
(girl in Udu)

ALNMA
How are you feeling?
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NANA
First class.
ALMA
Good. | | ove you.
NANA
Ha... (yes in Udu) | |love you too,

beti .
Alma smi | es.
LI VI NG ROOM
Al ma takes out a ' Four Stooges’ DVD from her bag.
ALNVA
| bought you sonething. | wanted to
watch it wth you.

NANA
What is it?

ALMA
Four Stooges.

NANA
(1 aughs)
Ah. .. Thank you!
Al ma hugs hi m agai n.
Al ma and Nana are wat ching the DVD.
Sound effects fromthe show are heard.
They both | augh together.
MOTHER ( Q. S)
Al ma, Tum ne Narmaz par |iya?(Al ma,
did you pray Nanaz today?)

ALNMA
| will, Mom Just here with Nana.

MOTHER ( Q. S)
Bhool ney karo! (Don’t forget!)

Al ma | ooks at Nana.
She | eans her head on his shoul der.

They continue to watch the show.
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Al ma receives a text from Evan.
EVAN. Hey are you busy?
ALMA: Sorta, just spending sone tinme with grandpa. Watsup?

EVAN. Well, ny parents are having one of our group neetings,
| want you to finally be a part of one.

ALMA: G oup neetings?

EVAN. You' Il see. Just be open to it, okay? |I really want
you to be a part.

ALMA: Ckay. |I'Ill be there soon.
CUT TO
| NT. TEMPLE MAIN ROOM - NI GHT

There are seven chairs gathered around in a circle in the
spaci ous tenple room

This is a GROUP MEETI NG FOR THE NEST.
Everyone in the roomis seated.

There is a circling around the roomto reveal everyone’s
face:

Hannah is seated to the right of Evan and Al na.

Next is BRE, a young girl around the sane age as Al nm,
She’s a white girl, seductive, and has dark red hair.
Janmes is in the next chair

KIM al nost perfect facial features, mxed Rosario
Dawson type lady, late 20s, is seated by Janes.

In the final chair is LAURA white |ady, |ong-dark hair, and
appears to be in her md 40s.

ALMA
[’ m Al ma.

EVAN
Evan.
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BRE
Br e.

KI M
Ki m

LAURA
Laur a.

Hannah directs the group through their first energy work
sessi on.

Circling continues as each character is shown goi ng through
t he session.

HANNAH (V. O
Hol d hands and cl ose your eyes.
Breathe in and out slowy... Feel

the electricity of your partner in
each hand transfer to your body
like a current... Feel as the

poi nts you grasp pul sate..

Qur rhythns are connected

and intertwined. W are one. Now it
is time to nmeet our subconsci ous
mnds as it illustrates what we
want out of this session. W nust
tap into the outside energy source,
whet her we see the sun, the noon,
the north star, or your deity

bl essi ng you. Feel the energy cone
down into your head, through your
shoul ders, your arnms and back to
your hands. Into your |egs, your
torso, through your shoul ders, arns
and back to your hands. You have
just tapped into the positive and
negati ve pol es of energy. W nust
find the bal ance.

Everyone in the roomhas their eyes cl osed.

Each person is hol di ng hands.

They all focus on Hannah’s words.

They neditate.

When Hannah stops speaki ng, everyone opens their eyes.
They |l et go of each others hands and take a deep breath.

Circling stops to focus on Janes as he stands to speak.
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He wal ks around through the circle.

JAMES
Energy....everything we do
and believe involves energy. \Wat
powers that light bulb in this
roon? Energy. \Wen two eyes neet,
what is it in fact that we feel ?

As he says this, he massages Kim s shoul ders, and | ooks at
Laur a.

JAMES (cont’ d)
Ener gy.

Hannah appears cal m and content.

JAMES ( CONT' D)
Electricity used to be seen
as sonet hing nystical. Al cheny.
Now it is scientific. Ladies
and CGentlenmen, as nost of you nay
know al ready and for those of you
that do not, everything that goes
on in this roominvol ves energy
wor k. We believe that the best kind
of energy is: sexual. Wth that
kind of force, there is love, there
islife, and it is the essence of
seduction, power, and possibilities
for any of your heart’s intent.

There is a nonment pause.
James | ooks at his "audience.”
Hi s audi ence silently continue to |isten.

JAMES
The term for bringing about
intent is: Magick. Wth a "CK."
Wthout the "K' it is nothing but
illusion and m s-direction, and
plain fun. But Magick with a ’'CK
is the kind of ritual work that
al l ows anything to happen. Your
heart’s intent...Evan, can you
tell everyone who is considered
t he nost powerful nagician of
Magi ck and energy work, even to
this day?
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EVAN
(sitting low on his chair,

as i f uninterested)

Al ei stor Crow ey.

menor abl e

JANMES
And what was one his npst

quot es?

EVAN
"Do what thou wilt."

JAMES
Yes... Do what thou wilt’...That is
t he essence of what happens
in here, and what happens within
The Nest. To those of you who are
new to this kind of neeting, I
wel come you to our Nest.

Short sil ence.

Kl M
On! Now that we are in the topic of
Magi ck, | think this is the perfect
time to tell you what happened the
other day. | think it would be
i nsightful for the new pupils.

JAMES
Go ahead Kim (smles)
Kl M
Vll. | recently just left a very

tough rel ationship. My |ast
boyfriend, right around the tine |
began my work with Janes and
Hannah, was...very abusive. So the
ot her day, | was just thinking
about everything | endured because
of him | could feel it all...the
pai n, the anger, the suffering,
everything...| began to focus on
it. | then told nyself to take al

of the energy | felt, and just send
it all back to him Al of it, back
where it canme from | sent it back.
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LAURA
What happened?

KI M
Well. As soon as | felt it al
di sappear from ny body, ny phone
rang...It was him He was scream ng
out that he started bl eeding from
his nose, his ears, alnobst every
orifice. It was so strange. The
nmonent | knew that | sent the
energy back to him it happened.

HANNAH
Wow! !

Everyone cl aps.
Alma is slightly stunned, but she continues to clap.
JAVES
One hell of a story Kim Proud of
you, we all are.

Kimsmles at Janes.

JAMES ( CONT’ D)
And now to end this circle of

gathering, | want to quote
Tom Wl fe fromone of ny favorite
books. ..

James takes out a diary.

He turns to a specific page in the mddle of the book.
The group is shown as this quote is spoken.

Everyone listens intently.

The final FOCUS is on Al ma.

Alma’s face is serious, she is focusing on Janes’ words.
Her face slowy fills up the screen.

JAMVES( Q. S)
"Their place is called The
Nest. Where |ife transcends al
t he usual earthly ganes of
status, sex, and noney. No one who
once shares water and partakes of
life in The Nest ever cares about

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 47.

JAMES(QO. S) (cont’d)
such banal conpetitions again.
There is a pot of noney inside the
front door, provided by the
Super Hero...everything is totally
out front in The Nest - no secrets,
no guilt, no jealousies, no
putting anyone down for anything;
“...A Plural Marriage - a
group theogany...therefore whatever
t ook place - or was about to
take place...was not public,
but private. 'Ain't nobody here but
us gods’ So how coul d anyone
be of fended? Bacchanali a,
unashanmed swappi ng,
communal |iving...everything."

Alma is nesnerized by the words.
SPECI ALTY SHOT: Canera slowly noves closer into her eyes.
Final shot is of her eyes.

FADE TO
| NT. HANNAH S ROOM - SAME NI GHT

Canera pans away from her eyes, she is standing in Hannah’'s
room as Hannah | ooks through her closet. SPECI ALTY SHOT END

HANNAH
Found it! It’s perfect for you.

ALMA
What’' s perfect for nme?

HANNAH
| wanted to give you sonet hi ng.
Cl ose your eyes.
Al ma shuts her eyes.
She opens her eyes.

Hannah is hol ding a SEXY LEATHER CORSET

ALMA
Ww. That's intense.
HANNAH
[t’1l be our little secret, don't

tell Evan. But | used to wear it
when | was young and your si ze.
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ALMA
You didn’'t have to...

HANNAH
But | do. Wth your famly, | doubt
you have anything like this, so its

my gift!

HANNAH (cont’ d)
Ww. . .

James wal ks in.

JANMVES
Oh | renenber that!

Alma is now standing in front of a mrror as Hannah hol ds
the corset in front of Alma to see what it may | ook |ike on
Al ma.

JAMES (cont’ d)
Here | have sonet hi ng too.

Janes wal ks into the closet and pulls out boots with very
hi gh heel s.

JAMES (cont’ d)
Keep these, they should be your
size as well. It would fit
perfectly with the corset.

Al ma, surprised by the sudden gifts, accepts themfrom Janes
and Hannah.

ALMA
Ww, thanks you guys.

Al ma doesn’t shows a half smle, but she doesn’t really know
how to feel. She is surprised.

CUT TO
| NT. MOSQUE - EVEN NG
Alma is sitting.
The ground beneath her is covered by white cloth.
She is wearing traditional BLACK ATTIRE, scarf over
her head, appearing very bored.

MUFFLED SOUND of the Mulana (Muslimpriest) is heard around
her, in another |anguage.
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Chants in Arabic surround her.

CHANTI NG MAN (O S.)
NAARE HAI DRI !

MEN AND WOMEN (O S.)
YA ALI!

Alma is sitting but not paying any attention.
SOUND goes in and out as we are focusing on Alma’ s boredom

THE MOULANA ( Q. S)
(subtitle - English)
"Blind Trust in Authority...now
that is real self-destruction.”

Alma’s sister, HAMZA, sitting next to Alma quietly laughs to
hersel f.

HAMZA ( SARCASTI C)
"Yeah sure, why am | here |istening
to himthen..."

Alma sm | es.

ALMA
| m surprised you even still pay
attention.

HAMZA
| think I"’mjust used to it all, or

just good at pretending...
They bot h | augh.
Clips are shown of a typical Shia-nbsque cerenony.

Clips include wonen chanti ng Nohas and hitting their hands
on their chests as they chant traditional hyms.

Shrines that resenbl e caskets covered in a white sheet and
covered wi th bl ood.

There are al so other shrines called Al ans being carried
around the room as groups of people surround them

Everyone gathers around the shrines to touch them
Everyone in the roomis crying.
They hit their chests.

They chant hymms, w th passion.
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CUT TGO
| NT. BATHROOM - LATER EVEN NG

Alma is standing in front of a long mirror in a bathroom
Still in traditional nobsque attire.

She strips off all of her traditional clothes. She puts on
the corset Hannah gave her.

Over the corset, she puts on a colorful rave dress.
The dress is very revealing.

It is shiny and cut 4-inches above her knees. She is wearing
fishnet stockings.

A huge contrast in conparison to her nosque attire. Her hair
is long and strai ght now.

Her eyes are dark from her eyeliner.

She | ooks at herself once again. She smiles at herself in
the mrror.

She then turns around and grabs a | ong black trench coat.
She puts it on and ties it’s belt around her wai st.
It conpletely disguises the top portion of her outfit.

To di sgui se her fishnet stockings, she puts on a pair of
bl ack pants.

Her secret outfit is now kept to herself.
46.
| NT. ALMA'S DI NI NG ROOM - SAME DAY
Alma i s wal king casually passed her parents.
They are eating dinner and watching t.v.
MOTHER ( O. S)
Al ma, aap kahaa jaa rahe ho? (Were
are you goi ng? - Urdu | anguage)
ALNMA

|”mgoing to Karens. | won’'t be
| ate.
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MOTHER
Apnay nuj he pel ay Que nahi bol a?
(Way didn’t you tell me this

earlier?)
ALNMA

|"msorry Mom..| forgot.
MOTHER

Forgot? That’s all you have to say?

ALMA
Yeah, when | do tell you, you don’t
even renenber yourself.

MOTHER
(surprised)
Aay, bouqgrat nahi baano. (Hey, don’t
be a smartass)

ALNA
Sorry...It won't happen again Mom

Alma smles at her ©Mther.
Her not her ki sses her on her forehead.

MOTHER
Okay. 11-o0-clock. Sharp.

ALMA
Ckay. . .

Mot her wal ks into the kitchen.

She starts washing the dishes.

51.

Al ma | ooks down and notices her fishnet stockings peeking

out on her ankl es.

She covers themup with the dark pants she wore over

st ocki ngs.
She wal ks over to the door.
She puts on bright RUBY RED shoes.

She qui ckly rushes out the door.

her

CUT TGO
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| NT. RAVE - LATER NI GHT

Alma and Evan stand outside the rave entrance.

LI GHTS above the entrance door wite "MYSTERY | S SEXY"
Al ma and Evan enter the rave.

Lights of all colors illum nate the room Half-naked
t eenagers are danci ng.

They wal k into the crowd of dancers.

The nmusic is LOUD and the bass i s STRONG

Evan hands Alma a pill of ecstasy and a water bottle. A na
tries to speak through the nusic.
EVAN
Ckay. Take this.
ALNVA
What’s init?
EVAN
Its called Hyde, It’s a form of
nmolly. | knowit’s your first Rave,
but it will conpletely take care of

the worri es.

Al ma takes a | ook around. She sees SEVERAL very young

| ooki ng teenagers wal ki ng around in rai nbow colored attire,
tutus, wearing Spirithoods, holding glowsticks, with
pacifiers in their nouths.

One of the teenagers is giving hinself a lightship by noving
his glowsticks in front of his face in circular notions.

Al ma | ooks back at Evan.

ALMA
Mght as well. Wiy is it called

Hyde?

Evan noves closer to Alma, he is looking directly into her
eyes.

EVAN
Well Al ma, because you’' re about to
see your shadow. This is going to
take you to the DARK SI DE.

Evan’s voi ce echoes as he enphasi zes the words.
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The nusic gets LOUDER
Al me’ s surroundi ngs are darker and nore crowded.
The different colors and |lights are appearing nore vibrant.
The appearance of the neon lights appear simlar to Japan,
or simlar to the novie Enter the Void.
They continue to wal k through the crowd.

CUT TGO
| NT. RAVE - CONTI NUED
Alma starts observing her surroundi ngs.

She wat ches as her perspective begins to transform

The lights surrounding the roomare suddenly nore apparent.
She notices them and she responds to them

Alma’s eyes slightly roll back, she shuts her eyes for a
nmonment, natural reaction to the ecstasy.

Her breat hi ng becones deeper and heavi er.

She could feel her energy rise in her body. Evan | ooks at
her and smi |l es.

He knows that the roll is now kicking in. Evan grabs both of
Al ma’ s hands.

Al ma and Evan both start danci ng.

The intensity of their dancing builds up as the nusic builds
up.

They nove cl oser to each other.

Evan grabs Al ma by the hips.

They hug.

Attached to one another, still noving to the nusic.
They nake out.

Al ma cl oses her eyes and raises her head and al nbst npans
fromthe euphori a.

She feels alive.

Bre enters the scene.
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St andi ng beside Evan in amazenent of seeing them

Evan, Alma, and Bre start junping around screamng in
exci tenent.

It is as if they haven't seen each other in years. A ma and
Evan hug Bre. They attenpt to talk through the |oud nusic.

BRE
s this your first time rolling?

ALNVA
Yes! It feels so amazing!

A stranger shouts at Bre.

STRANGER
Hey its the slut!!!! Hey slut!

The words don’t phase Bre at all

ALNVA
That doesn’t bot her you?
BRE
What? Hmecalling ne a slut?
ALNVA
Yeah!
BRE

Look at it this way, if its so bad
to be a slut, why does Media and
Anerica glorify it so nuch. At the
end of the day | get all the
attention, girls secretly wanna be
me, and the rest secretly want ne!

ALMA
| guess!

G ving up on any sort of conversation, Bre gives a big smle
to Al ma.

The two girls dance as a threesonme with Evan.
Evan turns to Al ma.
He hol ds onto her shoul ders.

H s eyes are wide and he | ooks at Al na.
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EVAN
|11 be right back. Ckay?
ALMA
(eyes wi de)
No probl em
EVAN
You sure? |I'Il be right back.

| just can’t stay in one place when
rolls kick in.

Al ma grabs his shoul ders, m m cking Evan.

ALMA
"1l be okay Evan. No worries!

EVAN
You're the best.

Evan qui ckly kisses her on the cheek and wal ks away fromthe
dance fl oor.

Bre and Alma start dancing.
Bre stops.
She takes Al ma’ s hand.
BRE
We shoul d go get sone water, follow
ne.

Alma and Bre, holding hands, wal k through the crowd of
dancers.

They see an entrance to a room froma distance they see
GLOW NG LI GHTS

Bre and Alma enter the room They | ook up.
the ceiling | ooks |Iike the night sky.

The ceiling resenbles Tokyo Japan with its vibrant gl ow ng
lights of all colors.

Bre and Alma wal k in. Suddenly sheets surround them |ike a
MAZE.

They wal k deeper.
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BRE (cont’ d)
Oh shit, it’s like a labyrinth!

Bre and Alma wal k through the I abyrinth made out of sheets.
After a couple dead ends, left and right turns, they reach
t he end.

At the end of the labyrinth, there is a small staircase.
They go up the stairs.

There is a bar and gl ow ng | ounge.

Bre buys a couple water bottles fromthe bar.

Bre hands Alna a water bottle.

They sit down on the couches.

BRE ( CONT' D)
So Alma, | wanted to tell you
| think its amazing what you
are doing wwth Evan. |’ ve been

his friend for a long tine, and
you are the first person that
really accepts him Its so cool of

you.
ALNVA

Thank you!
BRE

No, |'’m dead serious. It takes

a conmtnment to be a part of
him and his famly.

ALNVA
Who am | to judge then? |
care about Evan, | really like
him Its just natural.
BRE
Well I"mglad he net you. He's a

great guy and deserves it.
Eri c suddenly junps onto the seat next to Al na.
Alma and Bre turn and see Eric.

Eric is covered in glow sticks, and has a gl ow ng pacifier
in his nouth.

Their faces suddenly appear excited and shocked.
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ALMA AND BRE
Eric!!

They group hug.

ERI C
Want a |ight show?

ALNMA
Sur e!

Bre sits behind Alma and starts massagi ng her shoul ders.
At the sanme tine, Eric starts noving his glow sticks in

a pattern in front of Alma’'s face.

Alma is nesnerized by the Iight show

Its as if she’s hallucinating, but the sight is beautiful.
Bre’' s shoul der massage soothes Al na, she cl oses her eyes.

BRE
Hey! 1’11 be right back! Ckay?

ALMA
kay!

Bre wal ks away.
Eric sits next to Al na.
Eric turns to Al ma.

ERI C
Hey Alma, I'mreally glad you were
able to make it tonight. You know.
Evan is |ike ny best bud, and I
gotta say its really cool what you
are doi ng and what not .

ALMA

Haha! |’ m hearing that a | ot.
Thanks, | appreciate it.
ERI C

No. But seriously. Evan's

famly are into sone intense ass
shit. Most girls run away when they
hear about all of the odd rituals,
the liberal -open love stuff. It

( MORE)
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ERI C (cont’ d)
scares girls, you know? But Evan’'s
nmy best bud, and | al ways ki nd
of | ooked up to him He
deserves soneone |ike you man.

Short pause.

Alma sm | es.

She gives Eric a hug.

ERI C ( CONT' D)

But seriously, Evan needs to put
aringonit. |I've been telling
him You re the best Al na.

Alma starts | aughing.

ALNA
Dude! I"'monly 17 years ol d! Haha

ERI C

You know, there are so little good
wonen out there, nost girls even
here think they have to flash their
boobs and have big asses to be
val ued. What ever happened to
mystique! You gotta hold onto the
gens when you find them Put a ring
on it!

Al ma shakes her head and sm | es.

Bre cones back and sits next to Al ma.

BRE
Hey! Evan is | ooking for you!

Bre and Alma wal k through the crowd of dancers.

They finally spot Evan.

Evan sees Alma, he’s sweating and cheering when he sees her.
He suddenly runs straight at her and picks her up.

Alma puts her arns around his neck while he lifts her in the
air.

Evan puts her back down.

Evan, Alma, Bre, and Eric start dancing.



59.

ALMA' S ROOM

Alma’s roomis enpty.

The door slowy opens.

Fat her peaks in, he notices that Alma isn’'t hone.
He expression is angry.

He picks up the phone and calls Alma’ s phone.
RAVE

They are all sweating, and noving to the beat.

Alma feels her phone vibrate. Her phone lights up and reads:
DAD.

She ignores the phone call and continues to dance.
ALMA' S ROOM

Dad notices that Al nma doesn’t answer her phone.

He wal ks out of Alma’s room

RAVE

Bre dances, noving closer to Alnma, as if to seduce her.

Evan and Eric take advantage of the nonent and step
backwards to allow Alma and Bre to dance toget her

Evan and Eric watch closely with a huge grin
Bre and Alma notice Evan for a nonent.

They are putting on a show for him

The two girls nmake out, the drug intensifies.
They enjoy the attention.

Evan watches with wi de eyes and a big smle.

He takes advantage of the noment again by noving in between
the girls.

Evan ki sses Al na.
He turns around and ki sses Bre.

Al ma wat ches with blind euphori a.
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They all start hugging, feeling as close as ever.
The crowd of peopl e dance and party through the night.

SPECI ALTY SHOT: The canera pans up toward another |ight up
sign that reads "MYSTERY | S SEXY"

CUT TO
| NT. TERRY HOUSEHOLD - NI GHT
Evan wal ks inside his house.
The living room appears enpty, the kitchen too.
The house is in silence.

EVAN
Hel | 0?? Anyone awake? |’ m hone!!

Evan wal ks up the stairs and enters the Tenple.
TEMPLE LI VI NG ROOM

Evan wal ks into the Tenple.

He wal ks down t he hal | way.

He suddenly hears a sound.

As he wal ks closer to find the source of the sound.

There is a door nearby and he sees a |ight through the space
of the door.

He realizes the sounds are | oud FEMALE MOANS
Evan rolls his eyes.

He knocks on the door and wal ks away annoyed.
Hannah exits the room

HANNAH
Evan you're finally hone!

EVAN
Yeah, you guys wanted to speak with
me? | was out |ate.

HANNAH
Yeah we di d.
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EVAN
Doesn’t dad have to tal k too?

HANNAH
Wl |l he’s actually preoccupi ed at
the nonent with Laura and Kim. . But
we were thinking. Maybe its tine
t hat you and your girlfriend get
nore involved with practicing

rituals.
EVAN

You nmean you think I’ mready?
HANNAH

Yeah, | think everyone is. You're

probably going to have to |let your
| over know. But | believe that its
in the stars. Everyone' s ready.

EVAN
Wow. Thanks nom . .

Evan hugs Hannah.

Laura and Kimwal k out of the roomw th Janes, they all are
weari ng robes.

They wal k passed Evan.

KIM AND LAURA
Goodni ght Evan!

EVAN
Goodni ght guys.

CUT TO
| NT. ALMA'S HOVE - SAME NI GHT
Alma slowy sneaks inside her hone.
The light turns on, she's startled.
Alma’s father is sitting there, quiet, yet furious.
FATHER
(shouts)

Ki dher thi aap? (Were were you?)

ALMA
Um ..
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Father’s face is disgusted. He looks at Alma directly in the
eyes and points a finger at her face.

FATHER
(1 oud) Disgusting. Do you know what
time it is Alm??
Alma is silent.
Alma slowy attenpts to wal k away.

Angry, Father knocks a glass cup off the table by her feet.
it makes a | oud shattering noise.

Scared, Al nma wal ks away faster
Fat her nmutters under his breath.

FATHER (cont’ d)
Chi choree. (slut)

FADE TO
I NT. ALMA'S HOVE - MORNI NG

ALMA' S BEDROOM
Al ma’ s eyes open.

Eyel i ner snmeared under her eyes.
She sits up.

She feels an ache on her cheek, she touches her right
cheek and rubs it.

She tightens her jaw, her jaw aches, after effects of
t he ecstasy and teeth grinding.

She steps out of her bed and exits the room

Kl TCHEN
Al ma wal ks down the hallway, into
t he kitchen.
She yawns.
Her hair is nessy.
She wal ks slowy down the hall, she barely slept.

She sits down in the mddle of the kitchen, next to her
nmot her.
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ALMA
Sal aam al ai kum Mm ..

Al ma touches her head.

She has a headache.

MOTHER

Kya Howa? (Whats w ong?)
ALMA

Long night...l don’t know.

Alma’s Mother places a plate of Biryani and a cup of water
in front of Al nma

Alma attenpts to eat.

She takes a couple bites.

She touches her cheek, her jaw hurt.
( CONTI NUED)
55.

CONTI NUED: ( 2)
ALMA (cont’d)

Ah. ..your food |ooks great, but
| don’t have an appetite. |’ m
sorry..
MOTHER
Tum ne kya kiya raat nein?(What did
you do | ast night?)
ALMA
Unh...l just ate too nmuch bad food,
gave ne an upset stomach. Its
nothing really. You don't have to
worry about ne Mom
Alma smles at her Mother.
Alma’ s Mot her | ooks at Al ma
She touches her forehead.
Her facial express is concerned and worried.

Mot her wal ks into the kitchen.
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Al ma pi cks up her phone and texts Evan.
TEXT DI ALOGUE W TH EVAN

Alma: | need to get out of here. There's so nuch tension, ny
dad caught ne last night...

Evan: Seriously? Can you | eave?

Alma: | don’'t know. My dad thinks I'’ma slut.
Evan: ['Il pick you up, just get out of there.
Al ma: Ckay.

Al ma puts her phone away.

ALMA (cont’d)
Monf

MOTHER ( Q. S)
Jee? (yes?)

ALNA
|’ mgoing to see Nana, okay?

Alma |ies.

MOTHER
kay. Khuda hafiz. (goodbye)

Al ma gets up and | eaves.
CUT TO
| NT. TERRY HOUSEHCOLD - SAME DAY

HANNAH
Did you have a good tine?

ALNVA
Oh yeah. First tinme rolling... My
brain is still tired...and |I’'m
pretty sure | made out with Bre...

HANNAH ( Q. S)
Whoa!

ALNMA
| know right...1 blanme the
roll. But | felt the cl osest |
have ever felt with Evan.

Hannah places a plate of food in front of Alma
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ALMA ( CONTI NUED)
You know, | could never talk to ny
Mom about any of this. I can't even
i magi ne. .

HANNAH
Well that’s what |'’m here
for. Consider ne another nother.
Evan may be ny son, but | want you
to be able to cone to ne
about absol utely anything.

Hannah grabs Alma’s hands and stares into her eyes.

HANNAH (cont’ d)

Look...l"ve seen Evan’'s
past rel ati onships, so know that
| will be on your side, okay?

| know how young boys can be.

ALNMA
(slightly concerned by the
sudden conment)
Should | be worried about hinf

HANNAH
Oh no, never! | could see it
in you, you are strong,
open- m nded, and such
an understandi ng young girl.
No matter what, you will be okay.

Janmes walks in with Kim

JAMES
No one go into the tenple. M
and Kimare going to be doing
sonme energy work in there.

HANNAH

Al right.
JAMES

Oh Al nma, how was your night?
ALMA

l"mstill recovering fromit all

" m kind of sore for sone reason
and Eric accidentally burned ne
with his cigarette at a point.
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JAMES
But here’s the real question: Did
you enjoy it and would you do it
agai n?

ALMA
Yeah why not, it was fun.

James starts |aughing out | oud.

JAVES
You' re a keeper.

Hannah and Al ma watch Janmes and Kimas they exit the room

ALNA
| see...Qut of curiosity... | know
that you and Janes
are... polyganous. How do you do
it?

HANNAH

Nurmber one rule. Very

inmportant. This is a nonoganous

marriage. But | allow Janes to do

what he is doing. If | don’t want

it, It will not happen. And | nake

that very clear, you understand?
(short pause)

The work nme and Janes do...let ne

show you a vi sual

Hannah grabs a knife and goblet-1ike cup.

She sets the cup on the table in front of Alma, with knife

at hand.

She st abs

HANNAH ( CONT’ D)
| n modern Pagan cul ture.
They usually take a cup |ike
this. A knife. And...

the knife into the cup.

HANNAH ( CONT' D) (cont’ d)
That’s it...l”msure you understand
what that synbolizes, right?

ALMA
Yeah. | think so.
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HANNAH
Yeah. Well we think its conplete
bul I shit. How are you supposed to
performa ritual for sexual energy,
if there isn't actual sex? It’'s not

just fun and ganes. |’ m not just
letting Janes screw any woman t hat
wal ks in that door! I amthe

Hi gh Priestess, and |

control everything that happens in
this union! You understand, A ma?
Do not let any boy or man do
anything unless you allow it first.

ALMA
That’s the thing. | can’'t even talk
about this at honme, |et al one gave
it any thought. | don't really know
what | want, | just think I
shoul dn’t judge sonething w thout
experiencing it first. But | never
really |looked at it that way...

HANNAH
Come here.

Hannah gestures to Alma to sit in her |ap.
Alma gets up and sits on Hannah’s | ap.

HANNAH (cont’ d)
Look. Evan’s ny son. I'mhis
not her, | understand your worries.
At the end of the day he' s a boy,
with a penis, so only the gods know
what goes on in their m nds.

Under st and, you are not alone, | am
conpletely in your teamlittle
girl.

Alma sm | es at Hannah.
Hannah hugs Al na.
HANNAH (cont’ d)
Love you little girl. My Persian
Vi rgin.
Alma smrks at Hannah whil e Hannah | aughs.

DI SSCLVE TGO
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I NT. EVAN S ROOM - DAY

Both Evan and Alma are |ying dowmn on Evan’'s bed, next to
each ot her.

They nove cl oser to each other.

They assunme a position where Evan is sitting with his |egs
laid out in front of himand Alma sits on his thighs.

She wraps her |legs around him spread out behind his back.
Alma is faced toward himas he faces her.

Alma’s arnms are resting on his shoul ders.

This position resenbles sex (and "the Rite" position). A nma
pl ays around with his hair and touches his face. Alma stares
intently into Evan’s eyes.

ALMA
God, its so crazy. To the typical
Aneri can parent |’ m probably sone
angel. My parent’s think ny life is
goi ng downhi Il ..

Al ma pauses.
But, | was al so thinking about [ ast
ni ght. What happened with Bre..

EVAN
(smles)

Funny, | was just thinking the sane
t hi ng.

ALMA
Yeah |'’mnot surprised. If it went
any further, | would ve started to
believe Bre and | were a coupl e.

EVAN
Vll...would you wanna be?

ALNVA

What do you nean?

Short pause.

EVAN
kay so...M parents think I’'m
ready to try a ritual. Well...the

ritual. What do you think?

( CONTI NUED)
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ALNMA
VWhich ritual ?

EVAN
"The Rite."

ALNMA
What does that have to do with ne
and Bre?

EVAN
Its a rite of passage thing. You
have to be there and it involves
sone energy work. | can’t do it
W thout you. It wouldn’t be real.

ALNVA
kay, | nmean if its sonething your
parents want for you, | have no
reason to stop that. | still don't
under stand where you’re going with
this though...

EVAN

You just have to be there. You, ne,
my parents, and Bre.
(short silence)
What are your thoughts
on Pol yanory?

ALMA
| haven’t given it nuch thought.
Spoke to your noma bit, but I
can’'t say much nysel f.

EVAN
Ckay, so think about it. What
if you lived in a world
where cheating never existed? \Were
you can | ove everyone freely, get
rid of trying to control each
ot her. Never feel jealousy and
treat everyone equally?

ALMA
Ideally... it sounds great. But it
coul d be easier said than done.
EVAN
(ranbl e)

Yeah but only peopl e that
truly love thenselves are able to
get rid of jealousy. It’s

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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EVAN (cont’ d)
perfect. Jealousy only |eads to
bad, and if we just |ove ourselves,
we woul d never be jeal ous of
ot hers. And-

ALMA
Ckay. You're still being extrenely
general Evan. \What are you trying
to say?

EVAN
Fine...ny parents want ne
to performthe ritual with Bre
and the last thing I want is you to
be jealous. But it’s your choice,
and your control, do
you understand?...1t could fee
just like last night.

ALMA
| already said I'Il be there.
|’ mnot here to judge you. If it’s
my choice, then | guess |
gotta experience it to see for
nmyself. | think | can learn to
accept it.

Evan grabs Al ma and ki sses her.

EVAN
You' re amazi ng, you know that? I
| ove you.

Alma smles at Evan.

ALNA

So how s 'The Rite’ gonna happen?
EVAN

It’s a surprise. You'll find out

soon.

| NT. KITCHEN - NI GHT

Hannah is

sitting in the kitchen.

She is playing with Tarot cards.

Al ma and Evan enter the room

They qui ckly kiss each ot her.

70.

CUT TGO

( CONTI NUED)
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They both smle.

EVAN
Text nme when you get hone?

ALMA
Yeah, no worries.

Al ma’ s phone rings, she answers.
Short pause.
Alma listens to the Ioud yells roaring from her phone.
~ ALMA(CONT” D)
(I'ying)

Hey! No...l’mon ny way, Dad! Yeah

| knowits late...No I'"min the car

right now Nana is taking nme hone!
They gi ve each other one | ast Kkiss.
Al ma waves goodbye to Hannah and exits the room

ALMA (Q S)
| KNOWDAD! |’'Il be there soon!

Alma’ s voi ce fades away.
Hannah SLOW CLAPS, she is staring at Evan
Evan appears confused.

EVAN
What’ s your deal ?

Hannah continues to sl ow cl ap.

Seri ous expression on her face.

HANNAH
Congrats son. | amvery proud of
you.

EVAN
Uh. .. why?

HANNAH

From that beautiful orchestra | had
t he pleasure to hear in there. You
found yourself a screaner!

( CONTI NUED)
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EVAN
Oh. . god. .

Bursts into |aughter.
Evan appears enbarrassed, he bl ushes.
Bot h Hannah and Evan continue to | augh.
CUT TO
I NT. ALMA' S HOUSE - NI GHT
Al ma enters her house quietly.
The roomis dark.

She tiptoes in slowy, and then turns into the dimy lit
di ni ng room

She stops wal king abruptly, she’s surprised. Nana and Mot her
are sitting down at the table and tal king.

MOTHER
Alma, its |ate, Khidar thee thun?
(where were you?) Your Nana was
al so aski ng about you.
ALMA
Ended up with friends, I'’msorry
| lost track of tine.
MOTHER
(raising her voice)
Wiy are you lying Al ma?
Alma is silent.
Nana al so sits silently.

Alma tries to wal k away, attenpting to avoid the
conversati on.

She is ignoring her, avoiding the conversation.

MOTHER ( Q. S)
Al ma?

Al ma remains silent.
Mot her wal ks to Alma, slaps her in the face.

Mot her’s face is serious, but she has tears in her eyes.
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Alma remai ns silent and | ooks down, avoi ding eye contact.

MOTHER
Tumare’ shirt say karo (fix your
shirt) Your father will get upset.

Al ma, shocked by the nonent, remains silent.

She fixes her shirt.

Mot her wal ks away, Nana and Alma remain in the room
Nana | ooks at Al na.

NANA
Alma sit down.

Alma wal ks to a nearby chair next to Nana, she sits down.
There is a short silence.

NANA (cont’ d)
| know what you’re doing Al na.

ALNA

What are you tal ki ng about ?
NANA

You and the boy. | know.

Alma is frozen

NANA (cont’ d)
| didn’t tell your nom

ALNA
What ? Real | y?

NANA
Yes. But prom se ne one thing only,
you cannot |lie to your nother
again, aml clear?

ALNMA
Yes Nana.

Nana | ooks straight into Alma’s eyes.

NANA
|"mremaining patient, A m. |
understand you’' re young, and I’ m
trusting you. Don’t forget about
who you are.
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ALNMA
Yes Nana.

Nana hugs Al ma and wal ks away.
DI SSOLVE TGO
| NT. TEMPLE ROOM - DAY AND NI GHT
PCETRY NARRATI ON START:

ALMA (V. O
Sweet freedom fromcage to sky

| know these are tenporary highs

The human enbodi nent, |ight and
dar k

The sheltered hone, but love in ny
heart

Transformation fromwhite to bl ack
Then black to white, when | go back

Secret |ives, open |oves, beyond
under st andi ng

No | onger your little girl, becane
t oo demandi ng

Seduction, love, lust, it’'s mnd
contr ol

The naked truth is scary, yet nmakes
me feel whol e,

But who am |, really?
SPECI ALTY SHOT:
Tl ME- LAPSE MONTAGE (as poemis narrated) sequence of her
going in and out of these different outfits, in a single
room
Alma i s sped up.
She is changing out of traditional nosque clothes.

She takes off the clothes.

She puts on lingerie.
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Looks at herself in the mrror.
Model ing into the mrror.

She takes off the lingerie and puts on a corset with a
garter belt.

She nodel s the cl ot hes again.
Evan wal ks into the room
He hugs her from behi nd.
Janmes and Hannah wal k in.

Janes takes a photo of Evan and Al ma. Janmes and Hannah wal k
out of the room Evan wal ks out of the room

The canera gradually noving closer to Alma. She puts on her
regul ar cl ot hes.

Alma TURNS to face the CAMERA
She is staring STRAIGHT into the CAMERA

CAMERA sl owWy zoons in closer to her face Now a cl oseup of
Alme’ s face.

Her EYES are the final FOCUS when the | ast words of the poem
are said.

FAST MOTI ON MONTAGE END
CUT TGO
| NT. VARI QUS LOCATI ONS - NI GHT
TEVPLE
Alma | ooks in the mrror in a bathroom
She is only wearing a WHI TE ROBE
She observes the robe.
Her face expresses disinterest and confusion.
She opens a nearby door.

Hannah is standi ng outside the door waiting for Al ma
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ALMA
Wiy do | have to wear a white robe,
agai n? No offense, but | feel |ike
Rocky.

HANNAH

It’s the custom and

tradition, honey. You can’'t
possibly do this in your regul ar
cl ot hes.

ALNVA
| guess.

Hannah takes Alma’s hand and gui des her down a hal | way.
Alma is led to a ritual roomin the tenple.
Alma foll ows Hannah.
PARALLEL MONTAGE BEGQ N:
MJSI C GUI DES | N BACKGROUND

She wal ks into the tenple and sees a group standing around a
circle that is drawn on the floor, facing each other.

Everyone in the circle includes: Janes, Evan, Kim Laura,
and Bre.

Al'l of them are wearing ROBES too.

Hannah, Kim and Laura are wearing NAVY BLUE robes.
Evan, Janes, and Bre are weari ng BURGUNDY robes.
She wal ks toward the circle and joins the group.

On the top of the circle is the altar, with two candles, and
a chalice in the center filled with w ne.

There is an athane (knife) next to the chalice.
Evan and Bre walk to the center of the circle.
MOSQUE

Nana and Father are sitting on a white cloth that covers the
gr ound.

They are surrounded by only MEN

(Shia-Muslimtradition, men and wonen are segregated during
nosque cerenoni es.)
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They are listening quietly to the Mul ana (priest) speak in
front of them

The Moul ana tells a story, he yells with passion.
The nmen behi nd Nana and Fat her start crying.
Al'l of their heads buried in their hands.

Nana and Fat her keep their head down, they listen, faces are
serious.

TEMPLE

Evan and Bre | ook at each other.
They both take off their robes.

They are wearing not hi ng under neat h.
We only see their shoul ders up.

Evan gives Bre the 'Five-Fold Kiss.’

Evan kneels before Bre and ki sses her on both feet, both
knees, her belly, both breasts, and her |ips.

Then they assune a position where Evan is sitting with his
legs laid out in front of himand Bre sits on his thighs.

She wraps her | egs around him spread out behind his back.
Bre is faced toward him as he faces her.

Bre's arns are resting on his shoul ders.

Alma is standing in the mddle of Janes and Hannah.
Kimand Laura are standi ng opposite Janmes and Hannah.

James and Hannah each take Alma’s hands and wal k out of the
room

Evan, Bre, Laura, and Kimremain in the room
MOSQUE

The cerenony is finished, the Mul ana stands up.
Nana, father, and all of the nmen stand up as well.

Everyone starts lightly hitting their chests with their
hands.
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They chant, "Ya Hussain"” in the nuffled background.
Everyone gathers in a circle, ONE MAN sings |oudly.
They maintain rhythmas they hit their chests lightly.
PRI VATE TEMPLE ROOM

Alma stands outside of the room

She | ooks strai ght ahead at the doors separating her from
seeing the ritual.

The left door is shut, the right door is open. Evan and Bre
are behind the left door.

Alma could only hear the nobans of Evan and Bre performng
the sex ritual, but cannot see them

Janes is standing to the left on Al na.

Hannah is standing to her right.

Hannah and Janes wait with straight postures.
MOSQUE

The MEN stand up and get into single-file lines.
Each man chants in uni son

MVEN
Hussai n, Hussai n, etc.

One group stands in one line, hitting their chests.

Second group forns a second line, facing the nmen in the
first line, and they also hit their chests.

They start hitting their chests harder, still in unison with
one anot her.

They are chanting Nohas (MuslimHyms), sone nen take off
their shirts and hit their chests harder w th passion.

Fat her and Nana watch the nen.

They sing along, continue to hit their chests.
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PRI VATE TEMPLE ROOM

Alma is still standing outside of the room
Janes suddenly pulls a small, BLACK bandanna out of his robe
pocket .

He waps it around the bottomhalf of his face, hiding his
nose and nout h.

MOSQUE
Nana suddenly stops hitting his chest.

He is having a heart attack.

Fat her | ooks at Nana, he reacts.

O her nmen notice, they gather around Nana and hel p him
Nana is carried out.

PRI VATE TEMPLE ROOM

James wal ks into the tenple room

James is still seen through the open door on the right.

He wal ks forward, he is now hi dden behind the door that is
shut on the left.

Al ma cannot see him she only sees Jane’s robe suddenly drop
onto the ground through the right open door. Janes is

hi dden, he is naked behi nd the hidden door.

Alma’ s face appears stunned.

She just stands there.

She coyld hear Bre's npbans | ouder, nore intense, al nost
screani ng

Bre’s noans stun Alma, Alma remains silent in the nonent.
OUTSI DE MOSQUE

Nana is taken to a hospital room

Fat her, Modther, and Hanza wait outside.

They are worried and crying.

PARALLEL MONTAGE END
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PRI VATE TEMPLE ROOM

Alma is frozen, doesn’'t say anything.
She hears nore sounds fromthe room
Hannah whi spers to Al ma

HANNAH
You're so brave.

Her voice beconmes a drifting whisper.

Al ma appears to be in shell shock.

Alma hears a faint ring and | ooks anxi ety ridden.
Her surroundi ngs become blurry.

Hannah | ooks like she is in a fun-house mrror. She | ooks up
to Hannah where she forces a smle

She | ooks down.

Her eyes are swelling, she is holding back tears. Her
background suddenly dissolves into her house.

DI SSOLVE TGO
| NT. ALMA'S DI NI NG ROOM TABLE - NI GHT
Alma is sitting at the dining table.
She is | ooki ng down.

She is wearing a BURGUNDY scarf lightly draped over her
head.

Her hair is still seen through the scarf, resting on her
shoul ders.

Her parents are silent.

Mot her is wearing WH TE.

Fat her is wearing NAVY BLUE
They appear sad.

Al ma | ooks up at them

Pause.
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ALMA
What happened?

FATHER
He had a heart attack. Wy didn’t
you answer our phone calls?

ALNA
|’msorry...I don’t know...Ils Nana
gonna be okay?

FATHER
Wiy woul d you care Al ma? You’ ve
been neglecting this famly and you
never spend tinme with your Nana
anynore. You haven't even been
prayi ng Namaz, and you see what
happens?

ALNVA
| didn’t do anyt hi ng!

FATHER
Haram . . .

Fat her wal ks away di sappoi nt ed.
Short silence.
Al ma | ooks down, upset.
MOTHER

| gnore Karo. (lgnore him He's

upset. Pareshan Nahi Hon, Al na

(Don’t worry, Al ma) Your Nana will

be okay, you will see him soon.

CUT TO

| NT. ALMA' S BEDROOM - NI GHT
Alma is laying in her bed.
She attenpts to sleep, but can’t help but toss and turn.
She attenpts every sleeping position that could conme to
m nd. She lays on her back. She | ays on her stonach.
She turns to her right. She turns to her left. She is in
fetal position.

Finally she gives up, |ays on her back again and stares at
the ceiling.

The roomis silent.
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She slowy sits up, pushing her bed covers aside.

She tiptoes toward her wi ndow, and slowy opens it. She
exits the w ndow.

CUT TO
EXT. LIGHTHOUSE - N GHT CONTI NUED
Alma is now wal ki ng toward the |ighthouse.
She is still in her night clothes.
She sits down by the water.
Tears run down her face.

She stops crying for a nonment. She stares straight at the
wat er .

The nmoon is shining into the water, it glistens. She stands
up.

Takes off her shirt and pants.

She only has on her bra and underwear.
She wal ks toward the water.

She stops in front of the water.

She takes a breath, and junps in.

She is subnmerged for a short while, |ooks up toward the
noon.

She floats up above the water.

The noon shines is especially bright on her face. Alma
cl oses her eyes.

DI SSOLVE TO
I NT. ALMA' S HOUSE - DAY

Alma is witing in her diary.

ALMA (V.0
(witing)
Nana is in the hospital,
parents tell me he’'s okay. 1'll be

seei ng himsoon. But |’ m suddenly
scared all the time, full of

( MORE)
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ALMA (V. O (cont’d)
anxiety. I'’min a constant dis
associ ative state... | thought |
wanted to be liberated, to be open,
free of jealousy, free sexually,
but now |l can’t stop crying. GCeez,
|’ mso confused. What happened?
James and Hannah are the enbodi nent
of that idea: no jeal ousy,
sexual freedom It’'s all a
choice. That’'s essentially what
everyone wants, isn't it? A part of
me thinks it’s wong and selfish
of me to feel this way. O seeing
my boyfriend with another girl
and bei ng upset; for not
accepting his freedom God |I'm so
conf used.

(pause)
You know what’ s hard? Waki ng up and
suddenly everything s different.
When you realize that you're in
| ove, but you still feel so
al one. ..

CUT TO
I NT. ALMA' S BEDROOM - CONTI NUED
Hanza wal ks into the room
She sits on the corner of Alnma’s bed.

HAMZA
Hey, there you are. | feel |ike
| never see you anynore.
You' re always wth Evan and his
famly, if this keeps up their
gonna nmake you one of their own.

ALMA
Yeah, | guess.

Al ma si ghs.

HAMZA
| s everything okay?

ALMA
It’s conplicated.
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HAMZA
VWhat did he do?

ALMA
You're not going to
under st and Hanrza.

HAMZA
| see.

Si | ence.
Hanza gets up, about to | eave the room
She stops and | ooks at Al na.
HAMZA (cont’ d)
| understand how it feels to be
in a relationship, Al na. But
pl ease renenber, the grass isn’t
al ways greener, so try not to
| ose yourself in the process.
Sonetinmes you ve just got to let go
of what you think you want so life
can give you what you deserve.
Al ma | ooks up at Hanza.
She smiles at her.
Hanza hugs Al ma

HAMZA ( CONT’ D)
Visit your Nana when you can, he’s
been aski ng about you. Maybe you
can take himhome when
t hey di scharge himfromthe unit.

ALMA
Ckay.

Alma smiles.

Al ma’ s phone vi brat es.
TEXT DI ALOGUE

EVAN: Can we tal k?
ALMA: When?

EVAN: Now.

CUT TO
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| NT. TERRY' S HOUSEHCOLD - DAY
FRONT PORCH
Al ma rings the doorbell

Bre answers the door.

BRE
Hey Al na.

ALMA
Hey.

BRE
Come in.

Bre and Alma wal k through the hallway into the kitchen.
Hannah is in the kitchen.

HANNAH
Al ma! \Where have you been lately? |
was just giving Bre sone books on
ener gy worKk.

ALNMA
My grandpa has been in the
hospital. He had a heart attack.

HANNAH (cont’ d)
Oh...well I"msorry about that. But
now you’'re here! It’s not
that norbid around here.

ALNMA
Yeah | guess.

HANNAH
That’s nothing to be too
upset about, if he dies at old
age, don’t worry, happens to all of
us. Nothing to be down about.

Alma face appears irritated by the |lack of care in Hannah's
t one.

ALNVA
Wel|l he practically raised nme, he
lived here with ny famly since |
was born.

Si | ence.
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HANNAH
Well life goes on, dear.

BRE
So, Evan and | are going
to practice sone nore energy work

| at er.
ALMA
s Evan still in his roonf
HANNAH
Yeah he is, go ahead.
EVANS ROOM
ALNVA
What did | do wong? |’ ve done
not hi ng.
EVAN
Exactly Al na...you ve done not hing
at all. You never get nmad at ne. |

find it hard to believe you are
okay with any of this.

ALMA
| didn’t know how | was gonna
feel, | just-

EVAN
So you're not okay with it. | knew
it.

ALMA
| didit sol could be with you

EVAN
So you lied. God, you know
how pat heti ¢ you sound, you just
| et us do anything.

ALNVA
What does that even nean,
isn’t that what everyone has
been preaching since |I got here?
Do what thou wlt, the oh-so open
and |iberal ways of the Nest. What
do you want from nme? To accept you
or be against you?
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EVAN
Oh ¢’ nmon, you | ook
fucking mserable Alma. You
can’'t pretend to be happy, that
you actually accept this. You
can’t handle nmy famly.

ALMA
Wiy is it so damm hard for you to
believe that | did it because |
actually | ove you.

EVAN

Do you even | ove yoursel f? How am |
supposed to believe you even | ove
me if you can’'t even tell ne the
truth Al ma?

(silence)
You don’t need nme. You don’'t
need anyone. No one does, and no
one is special. You can only
make yoursel f happy, Al na.

ALMA
Don’'t give nme that bullshit or put
it all on nme. It’s so obvious this
is really about Bre. Wiy were you
ever in this relationship if Bre
was al ways the one? Wat even
happened in there? You think
can't tell what’'s really going
on? Well..? AmI talking to a wall-

Evan interrupts and yells.

Si | ence.

EVAN
Because | was afraid okay! | was
a coward! Being with you gave ne
the confidence to even talk to
her. You never even judged ne
once. That’s why we needed you
there! You think Bre would give ne
the tinme of day unless she saw ne
with a girl |ike you? You were just
a safety bl anket.

Tears go down Alma’s face, her face is red.

She attenpts to hold back the rest of her tears.
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ALMA
Goodbye Evan.

Al ma takes her bag, and wal ks out of the room
| NT. TERRY HOUSEHOLD HALLWAY - DAY
Alma is still in tears.

She covers her face, crying is slightly nore intense. She is
heart br oken.

Tears slowy fade away, the endorphins slowy rush to her
br ai n.

She is now cal mand quiet.

She puts her coat on and a royal blue scarf around her neck.
Ready to | eave Evan’s house for the last tine.

She hears Evan’s parents shouting in the next room Evans
parents are fighting.

Sounds of gl ass breaking, nore arguing.

Alma hears a loud slap as Janmes | eaves the roomwith a
bl oody face.

H s eyebrow is slightly split open.
He isn’t wearing his gl asses.
Janes approaches down the hallway, notices A ma
JAMES
25 years of marriage...it takes a
hell of a lot of work...

Janes wal ks away w ping the blood off of his eyebrow Al m
turns to |l ook at him

She wat ches hi mwal k away.

CUT TO
| NT. HOSPI TAL - MORNI NG
Al ma wal ks down the hall of a hospital.
She hears 60s-psychedelic nusic comng froma hospital room
She | ooks at the door, appearing confused.

She wal ks into the room
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Nana is |aying down, hands resting under his head.
He is singing along to the song.

ALNMA
Nana?

NANA
My beti!!

Nana rai ses his arns and sm |l es.

ALMA
Are you okay?

NANA

First class, beti. You cane at a

perfect time. 1’mgoing to be out

of here any nonent. You can push

the wheelchair that I don’t need.
Al ma | aughs.

CUT TGO

EXT. QUTSI DE OF HOSPI TAL - MORNI NG

Al ma pushes Nana on his wheel chair and exits the hospital.
She pushes his wheel chair toward her car.

Nana stands up.
Nana gets into the passenger seat of the car.

Alma sits in the drivers seat.

CUT TO
ALMA' S CAR

NANA
Thank Al'l ah. After a week of being
there, | al nost thought you put ne
in a nursing hone.

ALMA
What happened?

NANA
|’mold, that’s what happened. But
enough of that. | know how you

Aneri cani zed ki ds are these days.
So tell ne...
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(leans in and whi spers)
Where do you hide your weed?

ALMA

Nana, | didn’t know you snoked!
NANA

Hey at ny age | could still have

secrets. \Wat el se should I be
doi ng anyway. Don’t tell your
parents.

Alma starts the car and drives down the road.

ALMA
Isn’t is Haram ..l nean you al
have been pushing these rul es al
ny life.

NANA

Alma. Ask nme right now. Wiy do your
parents make you pray Namaz? To go

to Masjid?
ALMA
Because we have to...?
NANA
No no. Never. | do it, because

it makes ne feel at peace. To be

a part of a community of people
that will help and care for you.
That’ s why your parents want you to
do it, and that is why they do

it. They just want what’s best for
you.

ALNMA
Hard to beli eve.

Alma’ s face appears sad.

Short sil ence.

Nana | ooks to Al na

Alma’ s face appears cynical and | acking care.

NANA
Stop the car for a nmonment, Al nma.
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ALNA
Wy ?

NANA
Do as | say, Al na.

Al ma pul | s over.
She parks the car.
Nana turns to Al na.

NANA ( CONT' D)
Al ma. Never |et anyone. And | nean
ANYONE. Your parents, ne, whonever,
tell you howto live your life.
You' || always have a famly that
| oves and gui des you. But at the
end of the day, the only thing that
really matters is what you nmake of
them on your own.

Al ma | ooks at Nana.
Alma’s face still appears nel ancholy.

NANA
Sm | e! Your parents are not
as controlling as you think.
There are people out there that
actually don’t care to hurt you.
But your parents are not. | was in
your position a mllion years ago.
They just want to protect you.
That’s why you are in this country.

Alma smrks.

NANA (O S.)
There it is...

Al ma shows a bigger smle.
Nana opens his arns for a hug.

Alma sm | es, she hugs Nana.

NANA
kay. Back to driving. Before
you get hone, | know of a

better nedical facility you need to
take me to. Better than that
hospital, if you know what | nean.

( MORE)
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NANA (cont’d)
This stays between us or you'll be
sent to Saudi Arabia.
Al ma | aughs.
She continues to drive down a road.
| NT. ALMA'S HOVE - DAY
Al ma and Nana enter the house.
Nana hugs Mdther tightly, Father and Hanka.
They are all smling.
Nana wal ks away with Mt her and Fat her.

Alma wal ks toward her room

ALMA' S BEDROOM
Al ma wal ks i nto her room

Al ma | ays down on her bed.

She grabs sonme headphones from near by.

She puts them on.

She presses play on her nusic player.

She | ooks up at her ceiling.

Her phone begins to vibrate.

She | ooks at her phone.

It reads: HANNAH CALLI NG

She ignores the phone call

She receives a text from Hannah:

HANNAH: ALMA, Are you there? There is going to be another
nmeeting soon. | heard about things between you and ny son.
We could still talk about it, honey. 1'd still like to have
you around. ..

More texts begin to take over her phone.

HANNAH: Answer ne Alma!!! Hell 0?
HANNAH. Did | do sonething? Wiere did you di sappear ??????
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Al ma’ s phone begins to ring again.
Hannah agai n.

Al ma | ooks at the phone, ignores the calls and del etes her
nunber .

She throws her phone away.

She turns up the nmusic on her nusic player. She grabs her
diary.

She holds it close to her chest.
She | ooks up at the ceiling again.

SPECI ALTY SHOT: Canera slowly zoons in on her face. It now
zoons into her eyes.

Her eyes are only seen as a CLOSE-
UP. Her eyes shut.

FADE TO BLACK
ENDI NG CREDI TS.



