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FADE IN: 
 
INT.  TEMPLE – DAY 
 
Shattered vases and random fragments of furniture torn 
apart lie scattered between cracks on the stone floor.  
Various religious artifacts shredded to mere scraps 
sit idle. 
 
The Holy Temple remains in disarray despite the modest 
efforts to reassemble the shattered pieces. 
 
A bright beam of light shines through the lone window.   
 
FOLLOW the beam of light to reveal this is not 
originating from the sun, rather it is light from an 
internal source.   
 
ZOOM OUT to reveal a MENORAH; a seven branched 
candelabrum.  The menorah’s olive oil burns bright on 
its eighth day illuminating the entire room. 
 
JUDAH MACCABEE, weary and unshaven for a lengthy 
period, gazes in awe at the Menorah.  His followers, 
all with fresh battle wounds, stand behind him in a 
moment of silence as they stare at the miraculous 
source of light. 
 

JUDAH 
It’s a miracle.  The miracle of light.  One 
modest jar of oil preserved with the Cohen 
Gadol’s seal burns bright on the morning of 
the eighth day.   
 

Judah turns to his companions.  They look at him with 
great respect and admiration.  

 
JUDAH 

We must never forget those before us who 
have perished under the evil regime which we 
have conquered.  Those who have fought 
bravely on the battlefield…those who have 
sacrificed themselves for others…those who 
refused to accept the impure Hellenistic 
ways and became martyrs…in the name of our 
Lord, G-d of Abraham Isaac and Jacob. 
 



 2

Among the several warriors in the crowd, JOHNATHAN 
MACCABEE buries his face in his hands.  Slowly he 
removes his hands.  A tear collects in his eye and 
gradually drips down his face. 
 

JOHNATHAN (V.O.) 
I shall tell you a story of courage, valor, 
and faith…a story of my people…of my 
brothers…and of my elderly father… 
 

FADE TO: 
 
 
EXT.  GREECE - DAY 
 
The Greek soldiers have formed along the streets, 
people are cheering.  High ranking officials smile as 
they stand at the steps of the palace. 
 
ALEXANDER THE GREAT, dressed in expensive robes, is 
welcomed home by his people as his chariot parts the 
sea of commoners.  He is showered with rose petals. 
 

JOHNATHAN (V.O.) 
Over a century had passed since the Greek 
ruler known to the world as Alexander the 
Great conquered the entire Middle East 
including our land and instituted Greek rule 
known as Hellenism.   
 

CUT TO: 
 
 
EXT.  COLOSSEUM – DAY 
 
The crowd of spectators in the congested Colosseum 
ROAR in awe as a naked athletic competitor releases 
his spear.  It sails a far distance passing the 
previous competitor’s mark. 
 

JOHNATHAN (V.O.) 
Hellenistic culture was incompatible with 
ours.  Pedophilia, adultery, prostitution, 
and naked athletic competitions were common, 
even encouraged. 
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INT.  ROYAL CHAMBERS – NIGHT 
 
Alexander’s lifeless body lies still on his death bed 
as numerous government officials, army generals, and 
doctors stare at him attempting to hide their grief. 
 

JOHNATHAN (V.O.) 
When Alexander died, his empire was divided 
between his Generals; Antigonus, Selecus, 
and Ptolemy who inherited and ruled Egypt 
and the land promised to our forefathers… 
Israel.   
 
 

EXT.  JERUSALEM – DAY 
 
The streets are filled with people conducting their 
usual business; merchants are busy selling grains by 
their carts, a few soldiers patrol the area. 
 
Amongst the civilians, there is a clear invisible 
divisor.  Observant Jewish commoners talk amongst 
themselves on one side of the road, and the Greeks on 
the other. 
 

JOHNATHAN (V.O.) 
Like Alexander, Ptolemy was a champion of 
Hellenism.  His empire dominated Israel for 
nearly one hundred years.  Under Ptolemaic 
rulers, many Jewish people began to adopt 
aspects of Greek culture ignoring their own, 
and were referred to as Hellenists. 
 

CUT TO: 
 
 
INT.  PALACE THRONE ROOM – DAY 
 
ANTIOCHUS IV, an obese bearded man dressed in lavish 
robes with expensive jewels, sits at his throne.  His 
advisors and army generals stand in front. 
 

JOHNATHAN (V.O.) 
Three years ago, Antiochus the fourth, also 
known as Antiochus Epiphanes, madman, came 
into power.  Until then the previous 
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JOHNATHAN (cont.) 

rulers of the land of Israel had not 
intervened in religious matters.   
 

Antiochus directs his commanders of his vast army.  
They pull swords out from their sides and leave in a 
hurry. 
 

JOHNATHAN (V.O.) 
Antiochus wished to consolidate all the 
peoples under his rule into one homogenous 
nation.  He prohibited the observance of 
Jewish customs; circumcision, observance of 
the holy day of Sabbath, studying Torah, and 
practicing the laws of kashruth.   
 

Four well-muscled soldiers drag a golden statue of 
ZEUS into the throne room.  Antiochus looks at the 
statue and nods approvingly. 
 

JOHNATHAN (V.O.) 
Antiochus tried by force to compel the 
Jewish people to observe and adopt Greek 
customs and bow to their idols.  Those who 
refused were punished by death.   
 

 
INT.  PALACE THRONE ROOM – DAY 
 
PHILIPUS, a sly man in his early thirties wearing his 
soldiers uniform, enters the throne room and bows 
before Antiochus. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Philipus…to my surprise, you have climbed up 
the ranks of my vast army.  I am appointing 
you as regional governor of the military in 
Jerusalem.  I want all jewish commoners 
integrated to one of our own.  See to 
it…personally. 
 

Antiochus raises his hand gesturing to Philipus that 
he should approach. 
 
Philipus rises.  He looms towards the king and stands 
at attention. 
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Antiochus places a military pin on Philipus’ garments; 
a pin with a symbol of two swords positioned as a 
cross. 
 
CUT TO: 
 
 
EXT.  JERUSALEM – DAY 
 
Many people, both Greeks and religious Jewish 
commoners, are gathered around a recently constructed 
platform.   
 
In the center is a large altar with a freshly burnt 
hog.  Steam rises off of the dead animal.   
 
Philipus’ heavily armed soldiers quietly surround the 
townsfolk outnumbering them ten to one as if the 
religious Jewish commoners are dissolved in the mob of 
militia. 
 

JOHNATHAN (V.O.) 
Philipus thought that if he could convince 
one of the Jewish elders, this would  
influence the simple people to follow.  He 
ordered his men to bring forth Elazar, one 
of the important priests, and told him to 
fulfill Antiochus’ commands. 
 

Two broad armed soldiers forcefully direct ELAZAR, a 
fragile old man with a trimmed white beard, towards 
the altar a few steps shy of the burnt hog. 
 
The crowd watches in silence as Elazar stares back and 
forth between his people and the altar.  He struggles 
with his emotions placing his hand over his face.  He 
looks up to the sky, then back down to the ground as 
if in shame. 
 
Elazar sighs heavily.  He looks towards Philipus.  
Elazar speaks, his voice gently whispers over the 
wind. 
 

ELAZAR 
Today I am ninety years old. 
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Some of the religious Jewish commoners scattered 
amongst the crowd stare at their elder.  Anticipating 
his response, their eyes redden filling of fright.   
 

ELAZAR 
If I do as you have requested, all those 
younger than I will say ‘Even ninety year 
old Elazar sought to save his own life by 
eating pork.  So what do they expect from 
us?’   
 

Shocked, Philipus stares at him in anger.  His eyes 
squint.  Furiously he bites his bottom lip.  
 

ELAZAR 
I would rather die to set an example for my 
people.  Both life and death are in the  
hands of our Lord, G-d of Abraham Isaac and 
Jacob.   
 

Stunned, yet intrigued at Elazar’s tenacious courage, 
Philipus raises his hand and lowers his thumb. 
 
The Greek soldiers surround the old man and begin to 
beat him to his bloody death. 
 
The crowd looks on in horror. 
 

JOHNATHAN (V.O.) 
Antiochus’ evil rule did not stop at the 
elderly.  His malevolent commands were 
further showcased as he took a more active 
role in his ruthless decrees. 
 

CUT TO: 
 
 
INT.  PALACE THRONE ROOM – DAY 
 
All of the king’s officers and high commanding 
military officials are present as well as many Jewish 
commoners who appear to be in attendance not of their 
own free will.   
 
The FIRE CRACKLES in the fireplace to the left of the 
king. 
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Arrogantly, Antiochus sits on his throne drinking wine 
from a goblet made of gold.  He slams the goblet down, 
wipes his chin with his sleeve, then gestures towards 
his guards. 
 
His heavily armed soldiers drag a Jewish mother, 
HANNAH, and her seven sons into the chambers.  Hannah 
is hovering over her youngest son appearing no older 
than seven years old. 
 
Antiochus turns to the eldest son.  He glares at him 
with hatred and anger burning in his eyes.   
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Your entire life has been a lie.  You 
practice ancient customs towards a G-d you  
cannot even see, yet he rewards you with my 
rule.  At my side you see a sculpture of 
Zeus.  I order you to bow to his image.   
 

The eldest brother reaches his arm out towards his 
side.  The second eldest brother standing next to him 
holds his hand and with his free hand reaches towards 
the next brother.  One by one they form a human chain. 
 
The brute Greek soldiers quickly separate the brothers 
by force. 
 
The eldest brother, surrounded by armed soldiers twice 
his size, fearlessly looks directly into the eyes of 
Antiochus. 
 

ELDEST BROTHER 
After the liberation of our people from 
Egypt, Moses witnessed the creation of the 
stone tablets in the Mountains of Sinai.   
G-d bestowed upon us ten commandments…which 
include thou shalt not make yourself an idol 
in the form of anything in heaven above or 
on the earth beneath or in the waters below.  
Thou shalt not bow down to them or worship 
them.   
 

Antiochus harshly stares at the eldest son.  His 
rage amplifies with every breath as his face 
inflames with anger.  His cheeks become as red as 
the fire that burns in the adjacent fireplace. 
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ELDEST BROTHER 

I will not bow down to this image of stone! 
 

With a slight grin at the side of his mouth, Antiochus 
clenches his hand with great might, his knuckles 
turning white.   
 

ANTIOCHUS 
You will bow…or you will die. 
 

Although his face ashen and his eyes moist, the eldest 
son holds his head high as the Greek soldiers gather 
closer around him as if to intimidate him.   
 
The soldiers look towards Antiochus impatiently 
waiting for his orders. 
 
Antiochus nods. 
 
The soldiers begin to brutally beat the eldest son to 
his death.   
 
With fresh blood stains on their military uniforms, 
the soldiers pick up the lifeless body of Hannah’s 
eldest son and toss it into the fireplace.   
 
The remaining brothers all are silently praying.  
Hannah weeps uncontrollably.   
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Bring forth the next commoner. 

 
The soldiers drag the second eldest son in front of 
Antiochus.  Despite the tears flowing from his eyes, 
the second eldest brother holds his head high as he 
stares towards the ruthless king. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Fulfill my commands…BOW TO THIS IMAGE OF 
ZEUS! 
 

The son proudly holds his head up high.   
 
One soldier grabs the son by his hair and vigorously 
pushes his head down.  Despite his feeble physique, 



 9

the son fights off this force and keeps his head held 
up high. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
You arrogantly disobey me…join your brother 
in the fiery pit. 
 

The soldiers surround the son and begin to beat him to 
his death.  They toss his lifeless body into the 
fireplace.   
 

JOHNATHAN (V.O.) 
The trend continued.  The ruthless king 
ordered his cowardly soldiers to torcher 
these innocent boys to their death until 
only the youngest child and Hannah remained. 

 
The crowd looks on in horror.   
 
The fire ROARS as it is fed. 
 
Hannah weeps uncontrollably as her protective arms 
wrap around her lone surviving child.   
 
The Greek soldiers quickly separate the child from his 
mother.  They viciously drag the child before 
Antiochus. 
 
The king looks down at this innocent child.  His eyes 
somewhat sympathetic. 
 

ANTIOCHUS (V.O.) 
How will I rule these people and my vast 
army if I cannot even bring a child to 
follow my orders?  I must break his will…or 
let it appear that I have done so. 
 

Antiochus removes one of his rings from his fingers.  
He begins to fiddle with it between his index finger 
and thumb.   
 
The RING drops and bounces off the throne.  It lands 
on the floor and rolls towards the statue of Zeus 
where it stops and sits idle. 
 
With a sly grin growing on the side of his mouth, 
Antiochus looks down upon the child. 
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ANTIOCHUS 

(quietly to the child) 
Listen to me boy.  I ask not that you bow to 
this image.  Rather I humbly ask you to pick 
up my ring.   
 

The child looks at the ring as it sits idle by the 
foot of the statue of Zeus.   
 
The child turns and looks towards Hannah who his held 
back by several soldiers.  Her eyes glassy and red. 
 
The child glances towards the fireplace, then back  
towards the king. 
 

CHILD 
NO! 
 

Shocked, the king repeats his question. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
(quietly to the child) 

I do not ask that you bow to this image, I 
merely ask you to pick up my ring. 
 

CHILD 
NO!  I may be only a boy, but I am not a 
fool.  My brothers are now martyrs.  I will 
not dishonor them by being deceived by a 
foul man.  I honor my brothers.  I will not 
bow to an idle image! 
 

The king lowers his hand gesturing towards his 
soldiers.   
 
The soldiers surround the child. 
 
Hannah, held back by other soldiers, cannot bear to 
look at the fate of her youngest child.  She stares 
towards the sky both crying and praying. 
 

HANNAH 
(quietly to herself) 

My children…tell our forefather Abraham ‘you 
bound only one son upon an altar, but I 
bound seven’.   
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The fire CRACKLES as it is fed one last time. 
 
Hannah squirms her way loose from the soldiers’ fierce 
grip. 
 
She runs towards the window and leaps to her death.   
 
FADE TO: 
 
 
EXT.  MODIIN – DAY 
 
Small wooden huts and farms surround a minute town 
center. 
 
The townspeople of Modiin are conducting their 
everyday business.  Several religious Jewish commoners 
are praying in mass.  A handful of Hellenistic Jewish 
villagers are gathered in the streets discussing 
current events.  Others are tending their flock of 
chickens and cattle. 
 

JOHNATHAN (V.O.) 
It was not long before the story of Hannah 
and her seven sons spread to my home town of 
Modiin.   
 

The Hellenistic Jewish commoners bow their heads as 
they hear the news. 
 

GABRIEL 
It is for these reasons that I am no longer a 
religious man.  There is an old expression, 
only the strong survive.  I feel there should 
be an extension to that.  Only the strong and 
those who adapt survive. 
 

Others in the crowd nod and agree.  They look towards 
the group of religious Jewish commoners who are 
praying at the opposite end of the street. 
 
Led by MATITIYAHU, a vibrant elderly man with a 
trimmed gray beard, the religious Jews complete their 
prayers. 
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JOHNATHAN (V.O.) 
This is where it begins.  This is my father, 
Matitiyahu, who three times a day leads us  
in prayer.  He is also referred to as 
Matitiyahu Chasmonai, the honorable. 
 

Matitiyahu removes his TALLIT, a Jewish prayer 
garment, folds it neatly, and places it in his bag 
held by SHIMON.   
 

JOHNATHAN (V.O.) 
That is my brother, Shimon, who helps my 
father.  Shimon, the wise as he is known.   
 

Shimon and Matitiyahu shake hands, separate and shake 
hands with others in the congregation.  Shimon shakes 
the hand of YOCHANAN and Matitiyahu shakes the hand of 
ELAZAR.   
 

JOHNATHAN (V.O.) 
That is Elazar, my brother who shakes hands 
with my father.  And that is Yochanan, 
another brother of mine, who shakes hands 
with Shimon. 
 

The remaining members of this communal congregation 
shake hands with each other.   
 

JOHNATHAN (V.O.) 
And there I am, at the back of the crowd 
talking with another brother of mine, Judah.  
In time, his name will rise in popularity 
and admiration…he will be known as Judah the 
Maccabee.  Strong as a hammer. 
 

At the rear of the group, JOHNATHAN and JUDAH shake 
hands and begin to discuss current events.  Both are 
in their early twenties and in top physical shape. 
 

JUDAH 
Johnathan…have you heard what has happened 
in Jerusalem? 
 

JOHNATHAN 
With great pain and regret…yes. 
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JUDAH 
Women…children…elderly…is there no end to 
his madness?  How many lives must become  
martyrs before we are rid of this evil 
regime?  How much suffering before G-d gives 
us the strength to fight back?  How much? 
 

JOHNATHAN 
I cannot give you an answer as I do not know 
nor wish to volunteer a number.  Come, let 
us speak with father. 
 

Judah and Johnathan join the rest of the religious 
Jews who gather around Matitiyahu.  The old man 
prepares himself for his ceremonial sermon that 
follows the daily prayers.   
 
The crowd of religious Jewish villagers look towards 
their spiritual leader seeking guidance. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
My sons…my friends…my neighbors…my family.   
 

Matitiyahu sighs heavily with great sadness. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
We all have heard what fate has befallen 
Jerusalem.  Idle statues in plain view on 
the streets.  The Holy Temple desecrated 
spiritually and physically.  Innocent women,  
children, and elderly slaughtered as if it 
were a game.  At this time, in fear of what 
may become of the people of this town of 
Modiin…I urge you if the enemy advances and 
institutes Hellenism by force…I beg of you 
to flee to the mountains whereby we will 
continue to keep the Sabbath holy…we will 
continue to learn Torah…we will continue to 
eat foods that are of strict kashruth… 
 

JUDAH 
(interrupts) 

Father…rather than face our enemies and look 
into their eyes and say ‘We will fight to 
the death to preserve our people, our land, 
our way of life G-d had commanded Moses on 
Mount Sinai… 
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MATITIYAHU 

(interrupts) 
We will survive.   
 

Murmurs amongst the crowd drown out Matitiyahu’s 
voice. 
 

ELAZAR 
Father…all my life…all of Shimon and Judah 
and Johnathan and Yochanan…all of our lives, 
we have never known you to show fear… 
 

MATITIYAHU 
(interrupts) 

Fear?  I do not reveal a single shade of 
fear towards our oppressors.  I never have 
and I never will.  I fear not what our 
enemies have done to us…have already done to 
our people in Jerusalem.  No my sons…I only 
fear what I may do to them. 
 
 

INT.  PALACE THRONE ROOM – DAY 
 
Antiochus sits on his throne feasting on his meal like 
a glutton. 
 
A handful of Greek soldiers interrupt as they forcefully 
drag the Jewish High Priest, JASON, into the throne 
room. 
 

JASON 
King Antiochus…why have you brought me here 
under such unnecessary force?  Have I not 
fulfilled each of your requests?  Has the 
treasury of the Holy Temple not fulfilled 
your lust for great riches?  I have been 
branded by many of my people as a 
Hellenistic traitor for taking my brother’s 
place as high priest…for what? 
 

ANITOCHUS 
Silence…or feel my wrath Jason the High 
Priest. 
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Antiochus spits out the words High Priest mocking the 
title. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Menelaus…come out from the shadows. 
 

MENELAUS, a man in his late thirties wearing dark 
clothing, enters the throne room.  He approaches the 
king and stands beside Jason. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Jason…meet the NEW High Priest of the 
Temple.   
 

A devilish grin grows on Menelaus’ face. 
 

JASON 
New high priest?  Have I not served you 
well?  I had even turned on my brother for 
this position and gave you the riches of the 
Temple…and this is how you reward me? 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
You are hereby removed from the High Temple 
and banished from this city.  I am rewarding 
you with your life. 
 

JASON 
But sir… 
 

Several Greek soldiers advance towards Jason silencing 
his plea. 
 
Jason looks around.  He is surrounded.  Intimidated, 
he squirms his way through the sea of soldiers and 
leaves in a hurry. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Menelaus…you have promised to bring in more 
riches than Jason. 
 

MENELAUS 
Yes my king. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Do as you have promised…and do not 
disappoint me.   
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Menelaus nods.  He turns and steps towards the exit.  
He is abruptly halted by Antiochus’ voice. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
One last order of business.  The former high 
priest before Jason has been leading 
protests against the Hellenist influence on 
this city.  Kill him…and kill Jason. 
 

MENELAUS 
Did I hear you correctly before when you 
granted Jason to leave with his life? 
 

Antiochus nods. 
 

MENELAUS 
I understand…my king. 
 

Menelaus exits the throne room. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Philipus…come closer.  I have news for you.   
 

Philipus parts his way through the crowd of officers.   
 

PHILIPUS 
Yes my king. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
I have received word that our army in Egypt 
is closer than ever to victory.  I will be 
leaving to join them.  I do not wish to miss 
my moment in triumph.   
 

PHILIPUS 
What do you require from me? 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Send word to Rome of our efforts.  Maintain 
Hellenistic rule over this land in my 
absence…and do not disappoint me. 
 

PHILIPUS 
Yes my king. 
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INT.  MATITIYAHU’S HOME – DAY 
 
Matitiyahu and his five sons are gathered around a 
table drinking wine and eating lunch consisting of 
bread, chicken and potatoes.  Their utensils are made 
of cheap metals, and plates from wood.  Their oak 
chairs creak as they lean forward and back.   
 

YOCHANAN 
(between bites) 

Judah, pass the wine. 
 

Judah passes the wine to Johnathan who in turn passes 
the wine to Yochanan. 

 
ELAZAR 

So what news is there in Jerusalem? 
 

SHIMON 
I have heard that Antiochus has left to join 
his army in Egypt.   
 

JUDAH 
(surprised) 

The king has left?  His army battles in 
Egypt?  I pray our brothers in Jerusalem 
take advantage of this and strike back to 
reclaim the holy city. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
More blood should spill?  More loss of life?  
This is not a solution.   
 

JOHNATHAN 
What is the solution?  How long should the 
people of Israel live under this regime? 
 

SHIMON 
There are many stories in the Torah where 
the Jewish people have fought in battles.  
Are these harsh times not a just cause to 
rebel? 
 

Matitiyahu leans back in his chair silently pondering 
this statement.  The rickety chair creaks loudly. 
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His five sons anxiously wait for a response. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
When Moses witnessed God’s presence in the 
burning bush and was commanded to liberate 
our people from Egypt, did Moses take an 
Egyptian life?   
 

SHIMON 
No.   
 

MATITIYAHU 
He left in God’s hands.  It was God who 
brought the ten plagues upon the Egyptian 
people…not Moses.  It was God who slew their  
first born.  And when Moses led our people 
through the desert and the Egyptian army  
pursued them with vengeance in mind…what 
happened? 
 

SHIMON 
Moses parted the sea and the people of 
Israel fled.   
 

MATITIYAHU 
And when the people of Israel reached safety 
at the end of the sea, the Egyptians… 
 

JUDAH 
(interrupts) 

Drowned as the sea ceased parting and 
crashed down upon them.   
 

MATITIYAHU 
Correct.  Who liberated the people of 
Israel? 
 

YOCHANAN 
God. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
And who parted the sea? 
 

JOHNATHAN 
God. 
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MATITIYAHU 
And who drowned the Egyptian oppressors? 
 

ELAZAR 
God. 
 

JUDAH 
So are to wait for God to act while we  
witness our people die at the merciless 
hands of Antiochus…or should we take it upon 
ourselves to fight back? 
 

MATITIYAHU 
There is one critical reason why our people 
have survived over the years in the face of  
dark times similar to this.  We act with our 
wits not our brawn.  Perhaps the war  
Antiochus wages with Egypt will rid of us of 
him and his dark rule without having our 
people to spill blood. 
 

Feeling somewhat encouraged, Judah leans back in his 
chair.  He bites into a piece of chicken. 
 
 
EXT.  EGYPT – DAY 
 
Sitting arrogantly on his luxurious chariot between 
two of his personal body guards, Antiochus looks down 
the hill at his vast army.   
 
ANTIOCHUS’ P.O.V.  The Egyptian Pyramids stand tall in 
the background a great distance away.  Thousands of 
soldiers stand in rows of perfect alignment.  Each row 
containing varying weapons of war.  The first row 
armed with spears twice as long as a man.  The second 
row consisting of archers.  The third row equipped 
with swords.   
 
A sly grin grows on Antiochus’ face. 
 
Suddenly, off in the distance to the rear of Antiochus 
and his great army, a SCOUT on horseback races towards 
the armed forces leaving a trail of dust.  He is 
carrying both a flag and a scroll sealed with the 
Greek emblem. 
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A high commanding officer notices the rider.  He 
marches towards Antiochus. 
 

OFFICER 
My king…a rider from Rome arrives. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Have the men ready.  Wait for my order to 
attack. 

 
The scout dismounts his horse.  He approaches the king 
with the scroll in his hands. 
 
The scout stands before Antiochus, bows, and offers 
the scroll. 
 
Antiochus picks up the scroll and quickly removes the 
seal.  His eyes flow from side to side as he reads its 
contents.  His grin drops to a frown. 
 
The army officers look towards Antiochus anxiously 
waiting for his orders. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
My vast army will march back to Jerusalem.  
Those arrogant fools back in Rome do not 
approve of this war. 
 

Perplexed, the army officer nods.  He nods towards a 
second officer on horseback who in turn rides to the 
front of the army. 
 
Following the chain of command, the vast army retreats 
to Jerusalem marching the opposite direction from the 
Great Pyramids. 
 
 
EXT. JERUSALEM – DAY 
 
The atmosphere is somewhat brightened in the streets 
of Jerusalem.  The markets’ businesses have thrived in 
the king’s absence.  Many religious Jewish commoners 
are out in full view purchasing food from various 
shops and carts without fear. 
 
Many merchants speak with their customers smiling as 
if they celebrate a holiday. 
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A merchant selling fruit from his cart chats politely 
with a woman. 
 

WOMAN 
I have never seen the streets as busy as 
this in a long time.   
 

MERCHANT 
It appears these dark times are a part of 
the past. 
 

WOMAN 
I do not understand. 
 

MERCHANT 
We will soon have a new ruler.  News spreads 
that the Greek army retreats back here.   
 

WOMAN 
Antiochus retreats?  Impossible.  His 
arrogance towards his army is nearly as 
large as his belly. 
 

The merchant laughs. 
 

WOMAN 
I did say nearly. 
 

MERCHANT 
We need not worry of the ruthless king.  I 
have heard news that the army retreats 
because of his death.  Leaderless, they come 
back to regroup. 
 

WOMAN 
Dead?  Antiochus?  That is enlightening 
news. 

 
Two religious Jewish commoners pass by and overhear 
the conversation.  They momentarily stop.  A smile 
grows on their faces.  They continue to stroll down 
the street in a cheery mood. 
 

MAN ONE 
Perhaps he was killed by his own men. 
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MAN TWO 
I have heard that there are spies from Rome 
who rank high in Antiochus’ army and when  
his evil decrees became to much to bear, 
they were ordered to kill him.   
 

The rumors spread quickly throughout the market as the 
gossip amongst the merchants and customers increase. 
 
 
EXT.  MODIIN – DAY 
 
Led by Matitiyahu, many religious Jewish villagers are 
gathered in mass praying.   
 
The prayers have concluded.  The religious Jewish 
commoners ceremonially shake hands with one another.   
 
As Shimon shakes hands with a man in the congregation, 
the man whispers into his ear.  Shimon’s eyes light 
up.  He breaths deeply and closes his eyes as he 
exhales.  His smile is overwhelming.  
 
Shimon rushes towards Elazar, Johnathan and Yochanan.  
Shimon whispers the news.  His brothers sigh with 
great relief. 
 

YOCHANAN 
We have waited for this day far too long. 
 

ELAZAR 
It should have come sooner. 
 

SHIMON 
We should share this news with father. 
 

They walk towards Matitiyahu who is in deep 
conversation with Judah. 
 

JUDAH 
The time to act is now.  What if the next 
ruler makes Antiochus appear like an angel.  
Perhaps there may not be another ruler and 
the leaderless army takes its vengeance upon 
us blaming us for his demise.  We must take 
advantage of this situation. 
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MATITIYAHU 

If the news that you have told me is true, 
then G-d has done the work for us.  It is 
his will to decide the fate of our land…of 
our people.  There are too many questions 
surrounding this…not enough answers.  Do not 
rush to any conclusions…and do not act out 
in… 
 

JOHNATHAN 
(interrupts) 

I see that you have heard the news. 
 

YOCHANAN 
The dark era has fallen.  The time for… 
 

MATITIYAHU 
(interrupts) 

The time for what?  It appears these rumors 
have greatly influenced your judgment.  You 
must base your actions on facts.  Do not  
rely on what whispers amongst our people.  
Dark times always give birth to false news 
of great fortune to give hope.  At this time 
we will continue to live our lives as we 
always have.   
 

Disgruntlingly, Judah leaves in a hurry. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
My sons…Judah has always had a temper and a 
flare for action.  Let him be.  I am to 
blame.  He inherited it from me. 
 

The brothers laugh. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
Gather the congregation.  It is time for 
learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 24

 
INT. PALACE THRONE ROOM – DAY 
 
Alone, Philipus paces around the room.  His footsteps 
echo off the marble floors. 
 

PHILIPUS 
How will my name be engraved in history 
among the great officers of Greek 
commanders?  I cannot even keep Jerusalem at 
bay.  Alexander conquered nations…I have 
failed to maintain a city in my grasp.  
These people do not fear me, they mock me.  
They continue with their rituals and customs 
that was outlawed, yet I do not have 
sufficient army resources to police them. 

 
An officer enters the room and interrupts Philipus’ 
soliloquy. 
 

OFFICER 
Sir…the king returns. 
 

Philipus abruptly halts in his path. 
 

PHILIPUS 
Once more. 
 

OFFICER 
The king returns. 
 

PHILIPUS 
When? 
 

OFFICER 
A rider has spread word his chariot arrives 
before nightfall. 
 

Philipus covers his face in shame. 
 

PHILIPUS 
Bring Menelaus here at once. 
 

The officer rushes out the door. 
 
Philipus continues to pace back and forth. 
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PHILIPUS 

Perhaps I can place the blame on Menelaus 
for he has not fulfilled the king’s orders. 
 

Menelaus is escorted into the throne room by the 
officer. 
 

MENELAUS 
You have asked to see me? 
 

PHILIPUS 
Yes.  The king returns shortly.  Have you 
completed his orders? 
 

MENELAUS 
You know the answer.  It is the former High 
Priest who directs the Jewish people to 
continue practicing Jewish laws despite its 
ban. 
 

PHILIPUS 
You were ordered to kill him. 
 

MENELAUS 
Yes. 
 

PHILIPUS 
Why haven’t you done so? 
 

MENELAUS 
Because he is in hiding…as are his 
followers.  I cannot track them.  They go 
from house to house seeking shelter and 
arrange secret meetings.  I need soldiers at 
my will to hunt for them.  
 

PHILIPUS 
Save your excuses for the king. 
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EXT.  JERUSALEM – DUSK 
 
The sun slowly sets over the horizon.  Shadows from 
houses, shops, and various buildings stretch over the 
city slowly covering all ground. 
 
Some religious Jewish villagers have gathered to pray 
in the streets.  Hellenistic Jewish commoners walk 
freely along the roads. 
 
Philipus and his personal bodyguards stand by the 
steps of the palace.  The streets have few Greek 
soldiers scattered amongst the commoners.   
 
Philipus stares at the horizon to the south. 
 
The ground begins to TREMBLE lightly.  With each 
passing moment, the TREMORS grow in intensity.  The 
sound of an army marching drowns out all other street 
noise. 
 
The commoners, both religious Jews and Hellenists, 
cease their activities and seek the origin of the 
tremors. 
 
Many Greek soldiers on horseback rise above the 
horizon.   
 
Fear begins to paralyze the Jewish people.  They stand 
still in shock. 
 
Following the Greek soldiers on horseback, a vast 
infantry unit marches on the left.  To the right, 
endless rows of the cavalry unit strut through the 
streets.  In the center, Antiochus rides his chariot 
as he arrogantly looks around viewing the town’s 
activities. 
 
The sight of the Antiochus’ return causes panic.  Fear 
strikes in the heart of every Jewish citizen 
overwhelming them.  They scatter in every direction 
rushing to their homes in fright.  Mothers gather 
their children.  Fathers lead them away as if in 
mortal danger. 
 
Philipus looks towards Antiochus, then bows his head 
down. 
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INT. PALACE THRONE ROOM – NIGHT 
 
Sitting on his throne and ravaging a plate of various 
meats, Antiochus stares disapprovingly at Philipus.   
 

ANTIOCHUS 
(between bites) 

Tell me Philipus…we once had a conversation 
that you challenge to become a great officer 
in the army.  One whose memory will…what  
were the words you used?  Ah, yes…be forever 
engraved in memory as a champion of the 
Greek Army.  Is this correct? 
 

PHILIPUS 
(humbly) 

Yes. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Do not speak softly.  A high ranking 
official in the army needs a commanding 
voice.  Answer as if you had full 
confidence. 
 

PHILIPUS 
Yes. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Then how do you explain the current state of 
Jerusalem?  I was merely absent a few weeks, 
yet in my return the people of this city act 
as if my rule has ceased.   
 

PHILIPUS 
Your majesty… 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
DO NOT INTERRUPT ME!  Practicing Jewish 
customs have been outlawed by punishment of 
death, yet in my return I witnessed a 
congregation held within view of the city 
streets!   
 

Embarrassed, Philipus hangs his head low. 
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ANTIOCHUS 

My treasury has not grown in my absence.  
Worst of all…there is a lack of fear in the 
commoners.  Fear is what I have gained by 
spilling Jewish blood.  Now it appears to 
have disappeared.  I will give you one last 
chance.   
 

Philipus looks up towards the king. 
  

ANTIOCHUS 
The war with Egypt will not come to pass as 
planned.  I promised my army a war.  They 
yearn for a war.  My soldiers need a war.  
Tomorrow, when the sun rises, they will have 
it. 
 

PHILIPUS 
Sir? 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
My soldiers will spread throughout the 
city…visit every household…and punish those 
who have defied me.  Any child born 
circumcised will be put to death.  Any 
mother whose child was circumcised will be 
put to death.  Any man who refuses to eat 
pork will be put to death.  Any observance 
kept by a commoner of any Jewish custom…a 
harsh death will befall them.  Understood? 
 

PHILIPUS 
Yes. 
 

Antiochus picks up a turkey drumstick and bites 
heavily into it. 
 
 
EXT.  JERUSALEM – DAY 
 
A red sun rises over the horizon. 
 
Several religious Jewish people leave their homes and 
gather to pray.  Mothers leave their homes along with 
their children and walk towards the market. 
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Off in the distance, an endless row of Greek soldiers 
march in pairs down the street.  As they pass each 
house, four soldiers leave the row and enter the home. 
 
SCREAMS of horror are heard from each house following 
a group of soldier’s entrance. 
 
The crowd of religious Jewish people praying in mass 
abruptly stop and turn to look in the direction of the 
cries for help.  Realizing what is happening, they 
quickly leave scattering in every direction in a mad 
panic. 
 
A mother carrying her newborn child races from her 
house screaming for help as her child cries.  Four 
soldiers chase her.  They surround the woman and her 
baby.  A soldier raises his sword and thrusts it down.  
The child’s cries have ceased.  The soldier raises his 
sword once more and thrusts it down with great might.  
The mother’s screams have stopped.  Her body slumps 
down to the ground. 
 
Other soldiers circle a lone man in the streets.  They 
beat him senselessly. 
 
The soldiers continue their rampage throughout the 
streets of Jerusalem without mercy for their victims. 
 
 
INT.  PALACE THRONE ROOM – DAY 
 
Eating his lunch as if the day was no different than 
any other, Antiochus gestures towards his guards.   
 
A guard leaves. 
 
The guard returns escorting Menelaus and Philipus into 
the throne room. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
What news do you have to report? 
 

PHILIPUS 
Your soldiers continue to do as you request.  
There are many deaths to report. 
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ANTIOCHUS 
Deaths?  Have I lost a soldier? 
 

PHILIPUS 
No.  Deaths from the people of Jerusalem. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
There are no deaths to report.   

(turns to Menelaus) 
What news is there of the former high 
priests? 
 

MENELAUS 
They have fled.  No news of their 
whereabouts.   
 

ANTIOCHUS 
When my army is finished with this wretched 
city…they will spread throughout this land.  
They will enforce my rule upon every 
village…every town…every home.  Understood? 
 

PHILIPUS 
Yes my king. 
 

MENELAUS 
Yes my king. 
 
 

EXT.  MODIIN – DAY 
 
The townspeople of Modiin conduct their daily routine.  
The small market is alive as people purchase fruits 
and grains from merchants. 
 
Matitiyahu leads of group of religious Jewish 
villagers in discussion.   
 

MATITIYAHU 
…and while Abraham climbed the mountain with 
his son Isaac following God’s command, at 
home his wife Sarah received a strange 
visitor.  A mysterious man arrived with  
intentions to reveal what her husband sought 
to do.  Sarah was unaware that Abraham was 
instructed to sacrifice his son… 
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As Matitiyahu continues to teach the group, Judah’s 
eyes wander.  He looks around the town.  He notices 
murky figures traveling towards them off in the 
distance.  They are too distant to be seen clearly.   
 
Judah stands and leaves the group.  He walks in the 
direction of the shadowy figures.   
 
As he gazes towards the horizon, the figures slowly 
come into focus.  A cluster of Greek soldiers advance 
on the town.   
 
Judah is immediately startled.  He rushes back to the 
group. 
 

JUDAH 
(between heavy breaths) 

They’re coming. 
 

Matitiyahu closes his eyes and sighs heavily. 
 

JOHNATHAN 
Who? 
 

YOCHANAN 
Who’s coming? 
 

JUDAH 
The army…the Greek army. 
 

The crowd rises in panic.  Some leave the group and 
rush to their homes.   
 
Yochanan, Elazar, Shimon, Johnathan, and Judah stand 
together staring at the soldiers quickly approaching. 
 

ELAZAR 
How many would you say? 
 

JUDAH 
Difficult to say.  Fifty…sixty.  I’m not 
sure. 
 

YOCHANAN 
There are no horses.  No heavy cavalry. 
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JUDAH 
How many people in this town would you say 
are capable? 
 

SHIMON 
Capable?  I hope you aren’t suggesting… 
 

JOHNATHAN 
(interrupts) 

Fifteen…twenty at most. 
 

YOCHANAN 
But this town consists of mainly farmers and 
scholars. 
 

ELAZAR 
No one…not even us has had any experience 
with a weapon. 
 

SHIMON 
And I thank God every day for that. 
 

Alone, Matitiyahu remains sitting as his right hand 
covers his eyes.  His head slumped down.  Slowly, he 
removes his hand from his face.  His eyes somewhat 
red.  He rises and walks towards his sons. 
 

JUDAH 
It only takes one man to lead.  One man to 
spark the courage in each villager.  One man 
to… 
 

MATITIYAHU 
(interrupts) 

One man to lead the way towards the hills of 
Judea to safety in the caves.   
 

JOHNATHAN 
Too late.  They are only minutes away.   
 

SHIMON 
What are they carrying? 
 

MATITIYAHU 
An altar…a pig…a Hellenist sin. 
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The Greek soldiers arrive at the town of Modiin.  Four 
soldiers place an altar down in the center of the 
village.  Other soldiers have scattered around 
gathering the townspeople by force. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
They are gathering the town.  We must go 
before it becomes violent. 
 

Matitiyahu leads his sons towards the town’s center. 
 
Judah tugs on Johnathan’s arm.   
 

JUDAH 
Johnathan…look. 
 

Judah pulls out a hammer from his pocket.  He places 
it back concealing the weapon. 
 

JUDAH 
Tell the others.  Gather stones…sticks… 
anything you can before we get there. 

 
Johnathan whispers in Yochanan’s ear.  Yochanan 
whispers in Elazar’s ear who in turn whispers in 
Shimon’s ear.   
 
Elazar bends down to adjust his sandal.  His eyes flow  
side to side.  He picks up a thick tree branch and 
conceals it in his clothing. 
 
Yochanan trips and falls to the ground.  As he rests 
his hands on the ground, he grabs a few large stones 
and quickly places them in his pocket.   
 

YOCHANAN 
(whispering) 

Johnathan…give me your hand. 
 

Discreetly, Yochanan passes two large stones to 
Johnathan.  In turn, Johnathan passes a stone to 
Shimon. 
 
As the entire town of Modiin is gathered around the 
altar, the commanding officer steps on the altar 
rising above the townspeople. 
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COMMANDING OFFICER 
By order of king Antiochus the fourth…all 
customs and rituals of the Jewish faith are  
hereby outlawed.  Those who follow Greek way 
of life will be rewarded most generously.   
Those who oppose will be branded a traitor 
and punished. 
 

VILLAGER (O.S.) 
Punished?  How? 
 

COMMANDING OFFICER 
The king views these acts as treason and so 
those who disobey will be punished by death. 
 

Nervous whispers are heard from the crowd. 
 

COMMANDING OFFICER 
Silence.  Every town has a leader, someone 
who guides them, someone who the townspeople 
respect and admire.  Step forward. 
 

Scared, the crowd looks around in every direction.  
Matitiyahu steps forward.   
 

COMMANDING OFFICER 
Come up here.   
 

With the aid of a walking stick, Matitiyahu steps on 
the altar and stands next to the commanding officer. 
 

COMMANDING OFFICER 
You are a leader here.  A man of mark and 
influence in this village.  With your sons, 
your brothers, and your neighbors at your 
back, be the first to carry out the king’s 
commands.  Offer this pig to the Greek Gods.  
Sacrifice this pig to Zeus.  The people of 
Jerusalem have already followed. 
 

Matitiyahu turns around to face his people.  He looks 
into the eyes of each villager.  One by one, each pair 
of eyes red and glassy with premature tears.   
 
Matitiyahu glances towards Judah.  His face full of 
anger and hostility yet appears courageous and daring, 
not a single trace of fear.  Judah’s eyes direct 
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Matitiyahu to look at his hands.  He is holding a 
hammer.   
 
Matitiyahu gently shakes his head ‘no’.  He turns back 
towards the commanding officer. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
(softly) 

Though all the nations within Antiochus’ 
rule obey him and have abandoned their 
traditions, I and my sons will follow the 
will of our G-d…G-d of Abraham Isaac and 
Jacob.  We will not deviate from our 
ancestors.  I will not do this. 
 

COMMANDING OFFICER 
Sacrifice this pig to the God’s or five of 
your people will die along your side.  We 
will burn your village to the ground.  Salt 
your farmlands.  Slaughter your cattle.  
Destroy your homes.  Nothing will be spared. 
 

Matitiyahu lowers his head.  He is lost in thought.   
 

GABRIEL 
I’ll do it.   
 

The crowd is aghast.  They look around searching for 
the man behind the voice. 
 
Gabriel parts his way through the crowd and steps onto 
the altar next to Matitiyahu. 
 

GABRIEL 
There is no reason for any of us to die.  If 
all you ask is to kill this pig to save the 
lives of our town then I will do so.  There 
are some of us who have turned away from our 
faith for reasons such as this. 
 

The commanding officer arrogantly smiles. 
 
Gabriel turns to the pig.   
 
Matitiyahu’s face burns red.  His eyes widen 
furiously.  He clenches his fist.   
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Enraged, Matitiyahu leaps towards the commanding 
officer, grasps his sword and lunges towards Gabriel 
thrusting the sword through his chest.   
 
Stunned, the commanding officer steps backwards, 
stumbles, and falls.   
 
Matitiyahu quickly turns and drives the sword into the 
commanding officer’s torso as he helplessly lies on 
his back. 
 
Frozen in shock by the actions of an old man, the 
Greek soldiers stare at their commanding officer as he 
releases his last breath. 
 
Matitiyahu turns towards his people.  His clothes 
splattered with blood. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
Mi Camocha Ba’elim Hashem! 
 

Judah, Yochanan, Shimon, Elazar, and Johnathan quickly 
use their meager weapons and attack the Greek soldiers 
with great fury.   
 
The women and children in the crowd flee to their 
homes, the men follow Matitiyahu and join the attack 
on the soldiers. 
 
Despite his fragile body, Matitiyahu leaps down and 
strikes a Greek soldier with the sword. 
 
Surprised by the spark of this rebellion, a handful of 
soldiers flee.  Others engage in battle. 
 
In a matter of minutes, the well trained Greek 
soldiers are slaughtered by the simple farmers.   
 
Shimon begins to demolish the altar. 
 
As his heart rate slowly calms, Matitiyahu looks 
around.  Dead bodies lie on the ground.  The grass 
stained in blood.  The townspeople aid the wounded. 
 
He looks at his hands full of blood and dirt. 
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MATITIYAHU 
(quietly to himself) 

There is no turning back.  I have taken a 
life.  I must liberate our people. 
 

Matitiyahu raises his head and looks towards his 
people. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
Follow me.  Everyone of you who is zealous 
for the law and strives to maintain our 
faith.  We will leave and head for the caves 
in Judea.  Our enemies will return and in 
greater numbers and military power.  We must 
prepare for them.   
 

With a grin only a true proud man could give, Judah 
raises his hammer and sprints to Matitiyahu. 
 
Judah wraps his muscular arms around his father. 
 

JUDAH 
(quietly) 

Father, you had no other choice.  I am proud 
of you.  One day I will make you just as 
proud. 
 

Matitiyahu’s arms slowly wrap around Judah until he is 
fully embracing his son. 
 
 
INT.  CAVE – NIGHT 
 
Illuminated by a camp fire, Matitiyahu sits surrounded 
by his five sons.   
 

YOCHANAN 
I have arranged for our wives and children 
to stay in a safe place.  Earlier I found a 
hidden cave higher up the mountain.  It’s 
entrance can be covered by hay and leaves to 
conceal it. 
 

ELAZAR 
Tonight could be the last night we spend 
with them. 
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JUDAH 
Correct, the last night we spend it with 
them hiding in a cave.  We will defeat our 
enemies.  We will reclaim Jerusalem.  We 
will salvage the Holy Temple and restore it.  
I have no doubt in my mind. 
 

JOHNATHAN 
Yes…but how? 
 

YOCHANAN 
Outnumbered…we have no military training…we 
have no weapons… 
 

SHIMON 
We have G-d.  I do not doubt that G-d aided 
our victory this morning.  It was a miracle. 
 

JUDAH 
But we can no longer depend on further 
miracles…we must plan… 
 

MATITIYAHU 
(interrupts) 

Miracles?  Yes, you did witness a miracle.  
We witness them everyday.  The miracle of 
birth.  A child taking their first step.  A 
child speaking their first word.  An apple 
tree blossoming each season.  Miracle?  It 
is all God’s will.  But you are right Judah.  
We must plan.  We must use what resources we 
have.  Antiochus’ men will come back to 
Modiin…sooner than we expect. 
 

YOCHANAN 
Back to Modiin?  We should meet them 
there…steer them away from these caves.  
Away from our women and children. 
 

JUDAH 
We must rearrange Modiin to trap them.  But 
how? 
 

SHIMON 
I think it would be best if leave tonight to 
our neighboring towns and warn them of the 
coming dangers. 
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Matitiyahu nods. 

 
JUDAH 

We will all leave to different towns and 
meet in the morning at our home in Modiin. 
 

ELAZAR 
We will leave…after a few moments with our 
families. 

 
 
EXT.  JUDEAN MOUNTAINS – NIGHT 
 
Between a few scattered gray clouds, hundreds of stars 
illuminate the gloomy night sky.  Similarly, the camp 
fires from the caves light the hills.   
 
 
INT.  CAVE – NIGHT 
 
Johnathan, Judah, and Matitiyahu sit around a camp 
fire.  Its flames illuminate the entire cave. 
 

JOHNATHAN 
Yochanan Elazar and Shimon are with their 
wives.  Father…we wish to spend this time 
with you. 

 
A young woman, DANIELLA, enters their cave.  She 
slowly approaches Matitiyahu. 
 

JUDAH 
We have a guest. 
 

JOHNATHAN 
I have seen you around town.  I am glad you 
found safety in the caves with us.  What is 
your name young lady? 
 

DANIELLA 
My name is Daniella…and because of you I 
have no home…no family… 
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JUDAH 
(interrupts) 

If we didn’t fight back against the Greeks, 
our entire town could have been burnt to the 
ground and all of the villagers killed. 
 

DANIELLA 
I was there.  I witnessed what happened in 
Modiin.  All they asked was to kill a pig.   
It didn’t matter if you believed in the act 
of the sacrifice… 
 

MATITIYAHU 
(interrupts) 

You said you have no family…where are they? 
 

DANIELLA 
My mother died when I was young.  My brother 
died in the melee at Modiin fighting off a 
soldier.  My father was killed…by you. 

 
Judah and Johnathan are silenced by her words.  They 
look towards Matitiyahu.  Ashamed, his head drops 
down. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
Judah…Johnathan…leave us.  Gather your 
brothers and proceed to the neighboring 
towns as previously discussed. 
 

Judah and Johnathan nod.  They rise and leave the cave. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
Words cannot express the remorse and sorrow 
I feel. 
 

DANIELLA 
I did not come here for an apology nor for 
revenge.  You have taken away my family.  I 
had to flee my town to live in these caves.  
I only ask that you answer one question. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
Anything. 
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DANIELLA 
Answer me this old man…why?  Why did this 
happen?  Why did you kill my father?  Why 
was my brother fighting off soldiers twice 
his size?  Why do I feel that the rest of my 
life will be spent living in fear from the 
Greeks hiding in caves?  Why? 
 

Matitiyahu is aghast.  He pauses for a moment 
gathering his thoughts. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
I could give you an easy answer and say it 
is God’s will…but I understand your 
Hellenist influence will clout your judgment 
to this rationale. 
 

DANIELLA 
God did not strike my father with a sword. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
You are right.  I did.  Once again I cannot 
express the remorse I feel.  Standing atop 
the altar surrounded by our Greek 
oppressors, I knew in my heart that I could 
not steer away from my life devoted to God.  
I could not set an example to my sons and 
neighbors that even in the face of death we 
should abandon our heritage.  When your 
father stepped forward to sacrifice the 
pig…I was suddenly overwhelmed by feelings 
of rage and anger that I have never felt 
before and could not control.   
 

Daniella sits down by the fireplace.  Her eyes focused 
on Matitiyahu. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
In my youth, my father took me to the Temple 
in Jerusalem for the holidays and I remember 
the glory of what we saw.  And now as I 
learn of what has become of our holy city 
and Temple…I mourn each day.  I strived to 
keep our religion sacred in Modiin teaching 
others, leading in prayers, and practicing 
the laws of Judaism…but it was attacked both  
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MATITIYAHU (cont.) 
physically and spiritually.  That moment as 
I stood on the altar was all my will could 
take.   
 

DANIELLA 
You value our past more so than a human 
life? 
 

MATITIYAHU 
No…quite the opposite.  All life is sacred 
and is only in the hands of God to take.  I  
was wrong to take your father’s life and it 
will haunt me for the rest of my days.   
 

DANIELLA 
I am confused.  You need to further explain 
why you live your life in such religious 
zealousness. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
Did your father or mother teach you of our 
past? 
 

DANIELLA 
No, he once told me that his father refused 
to follow the laws of Judaism in fear of the 
repercussions from the Greeks.  He also felt 
the Jewish lifestyle stood in the way of 
progress. Consequently my brother and I were 
raised the same way. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
If you will give me the time, I will be 
happy to share with you all of knowledge I 
have of our faith. 
 

DANIELLA 
I’m listening. 
 

 
INT.  PALACE THRONE ROOM – DAY 
 
With the aid of body guard, Antiochus stands before a 
mirror struggling to dress himself in extravagant 
robes.  Across the room, Philipus stands overlooking 
maps and charts scattered over a table. 
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A soldier enters the room. 
 

SOLDIER 
My king.  I have an urgent message.   
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Speak. 
 

SOLDIER 
Six wounded soldiers have returned last 
night. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
(surprised) 

Wounded? 
 

SOLDIER 
Yes.  They are being treated in the 
infirmary.  They were sent to the town of 
Modiin to carry out your orders.   
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Philipus…why would you send only six 
soldiers to a town?  Have you no sense? 
 

Philipus ruffles through the charts and maps. 
 

SOLDIER 
My king…fifty were sent.  Six returned. 
 

Frustrated, Antiochus knocks the robe off. 
 
Philipus picks up a piece of paper.  He rushes to 
Antiochus. 
 

PHILIPUS 
He is correct.  The town of Modiin has a 
small population of farmers.  There was no 
threat. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
No threat?  I have needlessly lost some of 
my soldiers.  Soldiers cost money.  I want 
retribution.   
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PHILIPUS 
I will resend double the soldiers and… 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
And you will lead them.  Seek out those who 
defied me and bring them here to set an 
example for all. 
 

PHILIPUS 
My king…since this may be the brink of a 
rebellion, I request if I should go…I want 
heavy cavalry and archers so I should not 
fail and crush them in one swift stroke. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Agreed…and if you fail, your chances of 
survival will be greater against these 
farmers than it will if you return to me. 
 
 

EXT.  MODIIN – DAY 
 
As the sun rises over the eastern horizon, blurred by 
waves of heat, an image of a man is seen, the 
distance too far to see his face. 
 
Following the man are several farmers carrying 
pitchforks and shears.  As they slowly approach the 
town, their faces gradually come into focus. 
 
Judah is carrying a hammer above his head as he leads 
the men in a cheer. 
 
Judah and his followers meet his brothers and other 
men who have gathered to join the cause.  All are 
carrying assorted farming equipment. 
 

JUDAH 
Uplifting turnout my brothers. 
 

ELAZAR 
Yes…but compared to Antiochus’ army… 
 

JOHNATHAN 
He will not send his entire army here. 
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YOCHANAN 
What should we expect?  One hundred?  Two 
hundred? 
 

JUDAH 
We should expect us to outwit them 
regardless of the numbers.  I could not stop 
thinking last night of ways to defeat our 
enemies. 
 

ELAZAR 
How? 
 

JUDAH 
First, we must set the ground at the base of 
the hill behind us to be full of mud.  Thick 
mud…thick enough and deep enough to stop 
their horses in stride.  But it must be 
concealed.   
 

JOHNATHAN 
At the base of the hills.  If the cavalry 
would attack at full speed down the hill, 
then suddenly fall into a deep trench of 
mud… 
 

JUDAH 
Precisely… 
 

YOCHANAN 
I too could not stop thinking of ways last 
night to overcome these odds.  At the base 
of the hills, there are many tall trees just 
thirty yards shy to the east.   
 

ELAZAR 
We could arm men high above and be concealed 
by the leaves. 
 

JUDAH 
We have work to do.   
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EXT.  MODIIN – DAY 
 
The high noon sun beats down on the farmers.   
 
At the base of the hill, numerous men dig a deep 
trench.  Others gather twigs and branches.  Three 
farmers hurry back and forth from a well emptying 
water out in the trench with a bucket. 
 
A handful of men climb the trees.  They harvest 
numerous rocks and pebbles in buckets and hang them on 
branches high up in the trees. 
 
 
EXT.  MODIIN – DUSK 
 
As the final preparations are equipped, off in the 
distance, a rider on horseback races to the town 
leaving a trail of dust.   
 
Yochanan’s horse GALLOPS furiously.   
 
Yochanan arrives and meets his brothers.  He dismounts 
the horse. 
 

JUDAH 
What news do you bring my brother? 
 

YOCHANAN 
They are too far to reach before sunset.   
 

ELAZAR 
But they could strike in the middle of the 
night? 
 

JUDAH 
In all the battles fought under his rule, 
this king dares not to attack under the 
night sky.  He fears the dark sky will blind  
his soldiers.  They will wait for first 
light. 
 

JOHNATHAN 
Tomorrow…sunrise… 
 

SHIMON 
Tomorrow it is. 
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YOCHANAN 

In my absence have you decided who will bait 
the army? 
 

JUDAH 
Not yet…we need someone whose appearance is 
non threatening.   
 

SHIMON 
Someone who would place his life in the face 
of death. 
 

The brothers pause pondering this dilemma. 
 

JUDAH 
Or perhaps it could be someone who they feel 
would be a trophy prisoner if caught.  My 
brothers…I will take this responsibility. 
 

MATITIYAHU (O.S.) 
No.  You were right the first time.  You 
need someone whose appearance is above 
suspicion.   
 

The brothers turn around.  With the aid of his walking 
stick, Matitiyahu slowly approaches them.   

 
MATITIYAHU 

You are my sons.  I will steer the danger 
away.  We will have no further discussion of 
this. 
 

One by one, each brother looks at each other.  At 
first confused, frightened, then finally they nod 
approvingly towards Judah. 
 
Judah nods. 
 

SHIMON 
The sun is setting.  It is time to pray. 
 

The brothers place their weapons down.  They begin to 
pray.  Other men gather around and join in the 
prayers. 
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EXT.  MODIIN – DAY 
 
The sun peeks over the eastern horizon.  The shadows 
from trees and huts slowly decrease in size. 
 
The town of Modiin is deserted.  Leaves gently rise 
and fall as the wind passes through.  A lone leaf 
rises high and travels a short distance.  It drops to 
the ground next to two pairs of feet. 
 
ZOOM OUT to reveal Judah and Matitiyahu standing in 
the town’s center.  The grass remains stained with 
blood. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
The dark night sky has left.  The skies are 
illuminated by the emerging sun. 
 

JUDAH 
Father…it is not too late.  I can stay in 
your place. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
No.  I was the one who drew first blood.  
This is my decision.  This is my fate.  Go 
to the others.  Build their courage.  This 
war will be won by those men with the 
strongest will and lost by those with the 
weakest mind. 
 

Judah climbs onto a stallion.  His heels gently kick 
the animal.  The horse sprints away. 
 
 
EXT.  MODIIN – DAY 
 
Nearly one hundred men gather around Elazar, Shimon, 
Yochanan, and Johnathan at the base of hill on the 
outskirts of the town.  Random hay patches are 
scattered throughout the area. 
 
Sounds of a horse’s GALLOP draw near. 
 
The crowd turns.  All are staring towards Judah as he 
sits on top of his horse. 
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JUDAH 
We will soon face odds of great disadvantage. 
 

Judah dismounts his horse.  He looks towards his men. 
 

JUDAH 
Yet there is no reason to fear.  With this 
danger looming, I recount the stories my 
father tells us of our proud heritage.  When 
our enemies advanced and the evil one known 
as Goliath emerged…it was a small boy David 
who slew him despite being outmuscled.  
David killed the giant with a tiny 
pebble…not the might of a sword or spear…but  
a small pebble a baby could grasp in his 
hands.   
 

Judah turns to a handful of men.  Each are carrying a 
slingshot. 
 

JUDAH 
That is what I ask of each of you.  As you 
steady yourselves high up in the safety of 
the trees, I urge you not to fire 
randomly…but accurately at the enemies.  One 
precise shot could kill whereas careless 
shots could only enrage their archers.   
 

Judah turns to the remaining men. 
 

JUDAH 
Are the hay patches ready? 
 

YOCHANAN 
Yes. 
 

JUDAH 
My brothers…many battles have been won in 
merely a few hours.  Ours will be won in 
minutes.   
 
 

EXT.  MODIIN – DAY 
 
Matitiyahu stands alone in the center of the deserted 
town next to a hay patch.  He looks towards the south. 
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Two CAVALRY OFFICERS flank PHILIPUS as they gallop 
into view raising a plume of dust.  Then an enormous 
ARMY appears:  cavalry, foot soldiers, assault wagons, 
shields, swords, spears, raised banners. 
 
The two officers shout orders over the thunderous 
clamor of hoof beats, marching boots and clanking 
armor.  Charging back and forth, they shepherd the 
army through the town. 
 
A handful of warriors on horseback surround Matitiyahu 
and point their spears at him.   
 

PHILIPUS 
Halt!  Do not harm him.  I need information. 
 

Philipus rides his horse parting two warriors who 
surround Matitiyahu.   
 

PHILIPUS 
Old man…where are the people of this town? 
 

MATITIYAHU 
Gone.  They have fled in fear.   
 

PHILIPUS 
Why do you stay here? 
 

MATITIYAHU 
My sons and I are from a neighboring 
village.  When we heard the news of this 
town…we sought to come here to aid the 
wounded. 
 

PHILIPUS 
You would aid those who attacked the king’s 
army?  Where are your sons?   
 

MATITIYAHU 
Just past the hill.   
 

OFFICER 
Sir…what should come of this old man? 
 

Philipus looks at Matitiyahu sizing him up and down. 
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PHILIPUS 

You and your sons side with the rebels.  You 
will witness your sons’ deaths.  Then you 
will join them. 
 

Philipus nods to two officers on horseback.  They race 
to the edge of town.  As they stand at the peak of the 
hill, they look down. 
 
SOLDIERS’ P.O.V.  In the distance, five men are 
restoring a hut surrounded by numerous patches of hay. 
 
The two officers race back to Philipus. 
 

OFFICER 
There are a handful of men down there. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
Those are my sons.   
 

PHILIPUS 
Kill them.  Send the cavalry. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
You are making a mistake.  If you leave now 
my sons will let you live.  They are great 
warriors. 
 

Philipus laughs. 
 

PHILIPUS 
Charge! 
 

The two leading officers pull out their swords and 
race away.  The remaining warriors on horseback 
follow.   
 
The army’s first unit reaches the peak of the hill.  
They look down. 
 
Judah, Yochanan, Johnathan, Elazar, and Shimon stare 
up at the sea of soldiers. 
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The two officers lead the charge.  They race down the 
hill.  With each stride the horses gallop faster 
thundering down the hill.   
 
The brothers each pull out a weapon.  Judah raises his 
hammer above his head.   
 
The cavalry races without mercy.  SUDDENLY, the 
leading officers fall off their horses as the horses 
tumble into a deep trench filled with mud and covered 
by hay and grass.  One by one each soldier falls from 
their horse.   
 

JUDAH 
Now…sound the shofar! 
 

Shimon pulls out a ram’s horn from his pocket.  He 
places it by his lips and blows a loud war cry. 
 
Judah races to the fallen soldiers carrying his hammer 
high above his head.  His brothers follow fervently.  
 
SUDDENLY countless men jump out from each hay stack 
carrying various weapons.  They follow the brothers 
and charge at the enemy. 
 
As quick as lightning, the farmers slaughter the 
soldiers before they can recover from falling off 
their horses.   
 
 
EXT.  MODIIN – DAY 
 
Sitting on top of his horse, Philipus looks down at 
Matitiyahu.  Like a statue, Matitiyahu stares up at 
Philipus. 
 

PHILIPUS 
What was that sound?   

(to a foot soldier) 
You…walk to the end and tell me what is 
happening?   
 

A soldier leaves Philipus’ side and marches to the 
edge of the town at the peak of the hill.  He 
overlooks the battlefield. 
 



 53

SOLDIER 
Sir…our cavalry is no more.   
 

PHILIPUS 
By five men? 
 

SOLDIER 
No, it appears closer to one hundred.   
 

PHILIPUS 
Send the rest of the army.  Archers…foot 
soldiers…everyone! 
 

The army advances to the edge of town.  Philipus 
remains behind. 
 
Matitiyahu discreetly steps closer to a patch of hay.  
He reaches his hand in and pulls out a sword covered 
with blotches of blood stains. 
 

PHILIPUS 
Five sons…you deceitful old fool. 
 

Philipus turns around.   
 
With the sword raised over his head, Matitiyahu stares 
at Philipus. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
With the same blade that first threatened my 
town…I will rid us of your foul army. 
 

Matitiyahu thrusts the sword towards Philipus striking 
him in the center of his chest.  Philipus falls from 
his horse, his foot caught in the stirrup.  Startled, 
the horse races away as it drags Philipus’ body. 
 
The Greek army hurries down the hill.  Some archers 
stop in their path to fire an arrow towards the 
farmers, then continue to race down the hill jumping 
over the trench.   
 
Shimon blows the horn once more. 
 
Judah and his followers retreat and race towards the 
safety of the caves. 
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As the distance is too great between the two opposing 
armies, most of the archer’s arrows fall short of 
Judah and his followers, a few kill their target. 
 
Suddenly, as if the skies were hailing rocks, one by 
one the archers begin to collapse.   
 
High up in the trees concealed by the leaves, many 
farmers fire their slingshots at the Greek foot 
soldiers.  Their accurate shots kill each soldier 
picking them off one at a time.  
 
A horse races down the hill dragging Philipus’ 
lifeless body.  A Greek archer notices the horse.  
Scared, he turns back and flees the town.  Others 
follow and retreat. 
 
The horse sprints towards Judah and his followers.  
Judah watches the Greek army as they flee from his 
town.  He raises his hammer.  His men begin to cheer 
in triumph. 
 
The horse slows from its speedy gallop to a sluggish 
trot.  As it approaches Judah, he gently tugs on its 
collar stopping the horse in its path.   
 
Judah lifts Philipus’ body and places it back on top 
of the horse.  He forcefully shoves a note into 
Philipus’ mouth.  Judah turns the horse around in the 
direction of the retreating Greek soldiers.  He slaps 
the horse’s rear.  The horse sprints away. 
 
At the peak of the hill, Matitiyahu stands alone as he 
witnesses the Greek soldiers’ retreat.   
 
 
EXT.  JERUSALEM – NIGHT 
 
A few heavily armed soldiers carrying torches guard 
the streets in pairs.  The market is abandoned.  Empty 
carts sit idle. 
 
Off in the distance, the lone clumps of a horse grasp 
the attention of a pair of patrolling soldiers.   
 
A man rides a horse into town, he is slumped over 
expressionless. 
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As the horse draws closer to the soldiers, Philipus’ 
lifeless face is seen.  His mouth stuffed with a 
scroll.   
 
 
INT.  PALACE THRONE ROOM – NIGHT 
 
Antiochus sips from his goblet as he gawks at three 
young belly dancers prancing around the throne room.  
Three men play musical instruments, several guards 
stand at attention. 
 
In the midst of her dance, one performer looks towards 
Antiochus directly at his eyes. 
 
Outraged, Antiochus jerks his goblet.  The wine 
splatters all over the dancer. 
 
The band stops playing.  The other dancers cease their 
performance and stand still frozen in fright.  The 
room is silent. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
I told you…never look me in the eyes.   

(to a guard) 
Send her to the dogs. 
 

Two guards surround the dancer.  Despite her cries for 
mercy, the guards drag her away as she struggles to 
break free. 
 
Antiochus claps his hands loudly.  A servant refills 
his goblet. 
 
The band resumes playing.  The remaining dancers 
continue their presentation as if nothing happened. 
 
A soldier enters the throne room carrying a scroll.  
He whispers in one of the guard’s ears. 
 
The guard approaches Antiochus and quietly speaks into 
his ear. 
 
Antiochus’ clenches his fist and slams it down on the 
arm of his throne. 
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ANTIOCHUS 

Whores leave us.  Guards bring me Menelaus. 
 

The dancers and members of the band leave the throne 
room. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Show me this note. 
 

The soldier approaches the king.  He passes the 
scroll. 
 
Antiochus stares at the scroll. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
(reading) 

The Hellenistic rule of Israel has ended.  
Those who leave Jerusalem peacefully will 
not be harmed.  Those who oppose will feel 
the wrath of the Maccabees.   
 

Menelaus is escorted into the throne room. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Maccabees? 
 

Antiochus looks at each of his guards and soldiers 
left in the room.  They shake their heads and shrug 
their shoulders. 
 

MENELAUS 
Maccabee?  I believe the literal translation 
is man as strong as a hammer.  But I feel 
this is more personal.  There is more at 
stake.  Maccabee?  Ma…ca…bee… 
 
 

INT.  CAVE – NIGHT 
 
Matitiyahu, alongside his sons and followers, sit 
around a campfire.  Some are tending their wounds, 
others are eating, and a few sharpen their weapons. 
 

JUDAH 
Maccabee.   
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FARMER 

Yes I know the name but I don’t understand 
why. 
 

YOCHANAN 
You witnessed our father start this 
rebellion.  Do you recall his words? 
 

The farmer shrugs his shoulders. 
 

JOHNATHAN 
Maccabee. 

 
ELAZAR 

Break down the word and you have… 
 

SHIMON 
(interrupts) 

Mi Camocha Ba’elim Hashem. 
 

JUDAH 
Who is like unto thee O God. 
 

Matitiyahu rises and walks towards the edge of the 
cave.  He gazes towards the skies. 
 
 
EXT.  JUDEAN MOUNTAINS – NIGHT 
 
Between a few scattered gray clouds, hundreds of stars 
illuminate the dark night sky.   
 
A single light is seen originating from the cave. 
 
 
INT.  CAVE – NIGHT 
 
Standing at the entrance alone, Matitiyahu gazes at 
the stars lost in thought. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
(quietly to himself) 

Just as you promised our forefather Jacob in 
his dreams, I pray that our army will 
increase in endless numbers like the stars 
in the skies and liberate our land. 
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INT.  PALACE THRONE ROOM – NIGHT 
 
With his head leaning on his clenched fist, Antiochus 
fiercely stares at the officers and guards. 
 

MENELAUS 
This is not a rebellion.  This is war. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Despite his failures, Philipus had ample 
resources at his grasp…yet was slaughtered 
by mere farmers. 
 

NICANOR and GORGIASH, two scruffy hefty men in their 
early forties dressed in military clothing, enter the 
throne room. 
 

NICANOR 
My king.   
 

GORGIASH 
My king. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Nicanor…Gorgiash…come closer. 
 

Nicanor and Gorgiash step closer to the throne. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
You both have revealed your wishes to 
replace Philipus.  I have news for both of 
you.  The time for his replacement has come.  
An uprising has started.  I want these 
rebels crushed.  Whoever defeats them will 
have earned the vacant title. 
 

GORGIASH 
My king.  I will leave at once.  I have 
trained many assassins who swore allegiance 
to me…to you.  I will rid our land of these 
rebels. 
 

Antiochus nods.  Gorgiash leaves the throne room. 
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ANTIOCHUS 
Nicanor…I have watched you climb the ranks 
of my army with great success.  I prefer  
that you will be victorious in this contest.  
Let Gorgiash hunt these rebels.  I want you 
to observe.  Observe their numbers, their 
strategies, their weaknesses.  I do not wish 
to waste my most valuable military assets 
with Gorgiash.  When he fails, report back 
to me and I will give you full supremacy of 
my army.  I have a surprise for these 
Maccabees. 
 

Antiochus spits out the word Maccabees. 
 
 
EXT.  VILLAGE – DAY 
 
Farmers quietly tend their flock, other villagers 
wander around under the supervision of many Greek 
soldiers.   
 
Rising over the horizon of a small hill and with the 
aid of his walking stick, Matitiyahu strolls into the 
village.  He approaches some villagers and speaks 
quietly with them. 
 
Some villagers quickly rush to their homes.  Their 
doors slam shut.  Others spread the news to their 
neighbors.   
 
Slowly to avoid suspicion, the villagers quickly flee 
the town steering clear of the soldiers’ view. 
 
The fleeing villagers hurry down the hill.  They are 
welcomed by Judah and over one hundred Maccabees. 
 
The Maccabees advance into the town, their weapons 
concealed in their clothing.  They dress as if they 
were farmers. 
 
Matitiyahu looms towards the soldiers.  They are 
preoccupied as they talk and laugh with one another.   
 

MATITIYAHU 
Leave now and we will spare your lives. 
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The soldiers ROAR in laughter. 
 

SOLDIER ONE 
Old man, continue with your daily business 
and we will forget your words. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
I kid you not.  Go back to your Hellenist 
lands.  Leave us in peace. 
 

The soldiers look at each other.  Soldier One nods 
towards them. 

 
SOLDIER TWO 

It has been three days since my last 
kill…far too long. 
 

Soldier Two pulls out his sword.  He marches towards 
Matitiyahu.  Matitiyahu stands tall. 
 
Soldier Two is within striking distance of Matitiyahu. 
 
A loud THUMP is heard as the soldier collapses to the 
ground.   
 
The other soldiers rush to their fallen combatant.  A 
few rocks lie beside the body.  They roll the soldier 
over.  Several fresh bruises scatter over his face and 
neck.   
 
The soldiers look up towards Matitiyahu.  Matitiyahu 
points to the side.  The soldiers turn their heads. 
 
Standing in perfect alignment, Judah is flanked by an 
endless front row of Maccabees armed with slingshots.  
Behind are many rows armed with spears, swords, and 
pitchforks. 
 
The soldiers charge at the Maccabees.  Led by Judah, 
the Maccabees storm the soldiers. 
 
A fierce battle ensues.   
 
With great ease, the Maccabees chop down their 
enemies.   
 
Shimon blows the shofar. 
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The villagers saunter back to their town.  Dead Greek 
soldiers lie scattered on the ground. 
 

WOMAN 
When we first heard of the revolt, we prayed 
for your arrival. 
 

MAN ONE 
I have yearned for your appearance.  I wish 
to join and help fight our enemies. 
 

MAN TWO 
As do I. 
 

Judah welcomes these men with a handshake. 
 

MAN THREE 
(to Matitiyahu) 

My wife gave birth to our first son seven 
days ago.  We discussed his circumcision but 
feared they would kill him.  With our 
oppressors gone, I would be honored if you 
would perform this deed. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
With great joy I will do as you request. 
 
 

INT.  INFIRMARY – DAY 
 
Numerous beds filled with wounded soldiers scatter 
around the room.  Some are screaming, others lie still 
wrapped in bandages. 
 
Bordered by four guards, Gorgiash sits by the bed of a 
wounded soldier.   
 

GORGIASH 
Continue.  How many were there? 
 

WOUNDED SOLDIER 
(struggling between breaths) 

Nearly one hundred. 
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GORGIASH 
And they slaughtered our men on horseback… 
our archers…our spearmen? 
 

WOUNDED SOLDIER 
They fell into a trap.  Most of them were 
concealed in hay.   
 

GORGIASH 
(to himself) 

Clever…but I will not be so foolish to allow 
them to choose the battlefield. 
 

WOUNDED SOLDIER 
Sir? 
 

GORGIASH 
Continue. 
 

WOUNDED SOLDIER 
Our archers were picked off one by one.  
Their skills with a slingshot are not to be 
under-estimated. 
 

GORGIASH 
I have heard enough.  Rest.  Recover your 
strength. 
 

Gorgiash stands.  He turns to his guards. 
 

GORGIASH 
Gather my men.  Tell them to meet by the 
stables at dusk.  The hunt begins. 
 

GUARD 
Sir…did you not hear what this soldier spoke 
of?  These rebels slaughtered hundreds of 
the king’s soldiers.   
 

GORGIASH 
I compete for commander of Antiochus’ army 
for a reason.  I have hundreds of kills to 
my name.  I have hunted lions with my bare 
hands…and I have learned the most vulnerable 
prey is one that assumes it is the hunter.  
This will be no more difficult than a hunt.  
We will bait them…and kill them. 
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Gorgiash gestures to a woman tending to the soldier’s 
aid to approach.  Scared, the woman looms to Gorgiash. 
 

GORGIASH 
Do not fear me.   
 

WOMAN 
I am not afraid. 
 

GORGIASH 
Good…now I need you to remove your clothes… 
 

The woman takes one step back. 
 

GORGIASH 
…and wear these. 
 

Gorgiash picks up tattered clothes. 
 

 
EXT.  VILLAGE – DAY 
 
A battle ensues in the midst of a village, the 
Maccabees chopping away with ease at their enemies.  
Swords, spears, and various weapons fly as they attack 
each other. 
 

JOHNATHAN (V.O.) 
And so we continued to travel to every 
village under Hellenist rule and rid them of 
tyranny.   
 

Judah hurls his hammer at a Greek officer striking him 
in the center of his chest where it becomes impaled.  
Using a long wooden spear, a Greek soldier trips 
Judah.  He falls into the mud.  A second soldier 
attacks with an axe but Judah parries each thrust.  As 
the soldier raises his axe for a final swing, Elazar 
charges with a timely swing of his sword.  He offers 
his hand to Judah and pulls him to his feet.  They 
continue to fight with ease. 
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EXT.  VILLAGE – DUSK 
 
The grass is soaked red with fresh blood stains.  Many 
villagers are gathered around Matitiyahu who leads a 
prayer.   

 
JOHNATHAN (V.O.) 

Following each battle, as we mourn our 
fallen companions, my father would return 
religious ambiance to each town. 
 

Mothers carrying their small children approach 
Matitiyahu and offer bread and fruit. 
 
 
INT.  PALACE – NIGHT 
 
Antiochus, alongside his personal bodyguards, enters a 
room filled with many beautiful young women dressed in 
revealing clothing.  Their faces covered with 
translucent vales. 
 
Gorgiash enters the room.  He is dressed for battle 
wearing an armor suit cloaked in fur. 
 

GORGIASH 
My king. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Your timing could not be any worse. 
 

GORGIASH 
My humble apologies.  I leave with my men in 
one hour.   
 

ANTIOCHUS 
That is no reason to interrupt. 
 

GORGIASH 
I have come to request further arms.  
Specifically I require additional siege 
weapons.  Onagers, scorpions…weapons of 
ranged attacks.   
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Granted.   
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GORGIASH 
Thank you my king.  I will not fail you. 
 

Gorgiash leaves the room.  Antiochus advances towards 
the women. 
 
 
INT.  HALLWAY – NIGHT 
 
Gorgiash storms through the hallways.  As he turns a 
corner, he bumps into a waiting Nicanor. 
 

NICANOR 
You rush to a mission you cannot possibly 
win.  I will rise through the ranks and 
become leader of the army. 
 

GORGIASH 
Words a jealous man speaks. 
 

NICANOR 
Say what you will, you will not win. 
 

GORGIASH 
What motive do you have to speak to me 
before I embark on this campaign? 
 

NICANOR 
I offer you a truce.  You leave on a suicide 
mission.  I can help you. 
 

GORGIASH 
How? 
 

NICANOR 
The king has given me full authorization of 
his armed resources.   
 

GORGIASH 
All I require are weapons of ranged attacks.  
The king has granted them. 
 

Nicanor laughs. 
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NICANOR 
Fool.  These people are protected from 
beyond.  I have spoken to Menelaus.  God is 
strong with the Jewish slaves…just as it was 
in Egypt.  Archers…spears…swords…not enough.  
You need me. 
 

GORGIASH 
And suppose I side with you…what do you ask 
for in return? 
 

NICANOR 
The army will be yours.  The throne will be 
mine. 
 

Gorgiash harshly stares at Nicanor.  He raises the 
back of his hand, pauses, and turns his back on him.  
Gorgiash storms through the hallways.  His foot steps 
echo off the stone floors. 
 

NICANOR 
Dead man walking. 

 
 
EXT.  STABLES – NIGHT 
 
Lit by many torches, the stables are populated with 
horses covered with thick armor.  Assault wagons are 
packed and ready for departure.   
 
Gorgiash approaches hundreds of men gathered around a 
large bonfire. 
 

GORGIASH 
Our scouts have advised me that these 
Maccabees hide in caves in the Judean 
Mountains.  They leave when they attack a 
village.   
 

Gorgiash’s P.O.V.  Dressed like barbarians with their 
faces painted, each warrior snarls and growls. 
 

GORGIASH 
When they return to these caves, we will be 
waiting for them.   
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INT.  CAVE – NIGHT 
 
Matitiyahu, Judah, Yochanan, Johnathan, Elazar, and 
Shimon sit around a campfire as they barbeque their 
dinner.  Each with fresh scratches and battle wounds 
on their face. 
 

JUDAH 
We have liberated over six neighboring 
villages in the past two weeks. 
 

SHIMON 
Judah, you speak as though you are 
disappointed. 
 

JUDAH 
It appears endless.  If we could amass an 
army large enough to reclaim Jerusalem… 
 

ELAZAR 
Our army increases each day.  
 

YOCHANAN 
With every village we unshackle from 
Hellenist rule, we grow in numbers.  Soon 
enough we will have such an army. 
 

JUDAH 
What keeps running through my mind is why 
has Antiochus refrained from sending his 
entire army after us?  Why does he delay? 
 

MATITIYAHU 
(struggling) 

Regardless of his reasons, we cannot attack 
Jerusalem now.  My sons, I can no longer 
join you on your assaults.  Age has finally 
weakened me.  I will stay here with our 
women and children.  As you slay each 
Hellenist soldier, I will educate our youth 
and develop our future generations. 
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EXT.  JUDEAN MOUNTAINS – NIGHT 
 
Between a few scattered gray clouds, hundreds of stars 
illuminate the gloomy night sky.  Similarly, the camp 
fires from the caves light the hills.   
 
 
EXT.  JUDEAN MOUNTAINS – DAY 
 
The sun rises over the horizon. 
 
Off in the distance, a woman in tattered clothing 
hikes the mountains towards the caves. 
 
 
INT.  CAVE – DAY 
 
Matitiyahu and his five sons are silently praying.   
 
The tattered woman enters the cave.  She is breathing 
heavy and leans against the wall. 
 

WOMAN 
Please…help me…help us. 
 

Judah and Johnathan rush to the woman’s aid.  They 
assist her as she sits on a boulder. 
 
Elazar rushes to her with a vase of water. 
 

WOMAN 
When we first heard of the stories, I knew I 
had to flee my village and beg for your 
help. 
 

JOHNATHAN 
Relax.  Drink some water.  Take your time. 
 

The woman takes a large swig from the vase. 
 

WOMAN 
You must free our town.  I will show you the 
way. 
 

Judah looks to his brothers.  All nod in agreement.  
 
 



 69

EXT.  VILLAGE – DAY 
 
Farmers plow their fields, other villagers pick apples 
from an apple tree, and a few villagers tend to their 
flock of sheep.  Several Greek soldiers patrol the 
area. 
 
Judah, Yochanan, Shimon, Johnathan, and Elazar armed 
with slingshots stroll into the town.   
 

JUDAH 
(shouting) 

This village is free of Hellenist rule.  The 
Maccabees have arrived. 
 

The Greek soldiers quickly form in a row.  Once 
gathered, they point their spears and march towards 
the Maccabees.   
 
Judah, Yochanan, Shimon, Johnathan, and Elazar arm 
their slingshots and fire.  Their targets hit their 
mark.  Five Greek soldiers fall but the remaining ten 
charge with great fury. 
 
Judah, Yochanan, Shimon, Johnathan, and Elazar flee 
the village.  The Greeks pursue with vengeance. 
 
Judah, Yochanan, Shimon, Johnathan, and Elazar run to 
a hill and disappear as they fall into the horizon. 
 
The Greek soldiers stampede past the hill, then 
abruptly halt.  Some turn to flee. 
 
Surrounded by hundreds of armed men, Judah, Yochanan, 
Shimon, Johnathan, and Elazar smile at the Greek 
soldiers.  Judah raises his hammer and charges towards 
the Greek soldiers.  The Maccabee army follow their 
leader. 
 
With great ease, the Maccabees slay their enemies on 
the battlefield. 
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EXT.  VILLAGE – DAY 
 
Led by Judah, the Maccabee army rises over the 
horizon.  They enter the village and approach the 
villagers. 
 
Discreetly, the tattered woman flees the town. 
 
Judah and Shimon approach a farmer and his wife.  
Other Maccabees drink from bucket drawn from a well, 
some pick fruits from the trees and eat them.  A few 
villagers tend to the wounded Maccabees. 
 

WOMAN 
Thank you.  Our village is free. 
 

MAN 
Have you come to speak with the priest? 
 

SHIMON 
Priest? 
 

WOMAN 
Yes, the high priest of Jerusalem.  We have 
been harboring him since he was banished.   

 
 
INT.  HUT – DAY 
 
The cloth drapes spread apart as the farmer and his 
wife lead Judah, Shimon, Elazar, Yochanan, and 
Johnathan into their hut. 
 
The farmer points to a wooden table.   
 

MAN 
Here…help me please. 
 

The farmer holds one edge of the table.  Judah picks 
up the other side.  They lift the table and place it a 
few feet away.   
 
The farmer’s wife removes the rug previously beneath 
the table.  A wooden door is revealed.  The farmer 
lifts the door. 
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MAN 
Follow me. 
 

The farmer guides Judah and Shimon down the stairs.  
Thin rays of light peek through cracks in the beams of 
the cellar ceiling. 
 
Lit by a single candle, Jason sits reading a book.  
His personal hygiene has suffered since he was last 
seen in Jerusalem. 
 

MAN 
Jason, the Maccabees have arrived. 
 

Jason’s eyes elevate.  His face still pointed at his 
book. 

 
JASON 

Thank you…but it appears you have come too 
late. 
 

JUDAH 
(surprised) 

Too late?  We rid this town of the enemy. 
 

MAN 
Yes but most of them left early this 
morning.   
 

JASON 
A Greek rider came.  Then the commander took 
his troops leaving only fifteen in this 
town. 
 

SHIMON 
How many were here? 

 
MAN 

Hundreds. 
 

JUDAH 
And they left? 
 

JASON 
Yes. 
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JUDAH 
Why?  Where?   
 

Jason places his book down.  He rises off his chair. 
 

JASON 
I do not wish you to rush to any conclusions 
but… 
 

JUDAH 
But… 
 

JASON 
I overheard them speak as a few soldiers 
were patrolling this house.  They spoke of 
an attack…in the mountains.  They said they 
would leave their weak troops behind. 
 

SHIMON 
The mountains…my God, we were steered away 
from the caves.   
 

JUDAH 
Father… 
 

Frantically, Judah rushes out of the basement.   
 
 
EXT.  VILLAGE – DAY 
 
Judah races from the hut.  He runs towards a stable 
and leaps onto a horse.  The horse sprints away. 
 
Stunned, the Maccabees stare at Judah as his horse 
races away towards the direction of the mountains. 
 
Shimon exits the hut.   
 

SHIMON 
We were led astray.  The caves are left 
unprotected.  Quickly, follow me. 
 

Shimon leads the Maccabees as they abandon the village 
in a hurry.  Some Maccabees race to the stables and 
mount a horse, others run on foot. 
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EXT.  GRASSLANDS – DAY 
 
Judah’s horse gallops furiously through grasslands.  
His horse sweaty, breathing loudly and exhausted,  
strains under the run. 
 
Several Maccabees on horseback trail Judah by many 
strides.   
 
The remaining army marches behind. 
 
 
EXT.  JUDEAN MOUNTAINS – DAY 
 
At the base of the mountains, hundreds of warriors 
cascade the hills firing their arrows at the caves 
above. 
 
A barrage of stones and pebbles shower down the 
mountains originating from the entrances of each cave.  
A few Greek soldiers become wounded, most unaffected 
by the pebbles. 
 
Gorgiash sits atop his horse a safe distance away.  
Two officers on horseback border him.   
 

GORGIASH 
Ballistic weapons ready? 
 

OFFICER 
A few more minutes. 
 

Gorgiash smiles. 
 
 
INT.  CAVE – DAY 
 
Small children run back and forth from deep within the 
caves gathering stones.  They drop them off close to 
the entrance where Matitiyahu, Daniella, and other 
women carefully toss them out of the cave.  Some 
arrows whiz by. 
 

WOMAN ONE 
Hurry children…gather more stones.   
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DANIELLA 
How long can we hold them off for? 
 

Matitiyahu looks around.  He stares at the innocent 
faces of the women and children fending for their 
lives. 

 
MATITIYAHU 

I will try to steer them away. 
 
 

EXT.  JUDEAN MOUNTAINS – DAY 
 
Gorgiash’s men continue their attack.  The first row 
of archers fire their arrows.  As they reload, a 
second row fires.  Some rocks and pebbles knock a few 
men down, only a small fraction of the army. 
 
A second unit of men armed with onagers, scorpions, 
and catapults have assembled in proper battle 
formation. 
 

OFFICER 
Sir, the ballistic weapons are ready. 
 

GORGIASH 
Very well. 
 

OFFICER 
Should we fire? 
 

GORGIASH 
No, aim them to our rear. 
 

OFFICER 
(confused) 

Sir? 
 

GORGIASH 
You heard me.  Then direct all men on 
horseback to stand there. 
 

Gorgiash points to his right.   
 

GORGIASH 
Make sure they are unseen.  Wait for my 
signal. 
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The officer nods to a second officer on horseback.  
The second officer raises a banner and rides to the 
rear.  All soldiers on horseback follow.  They gallop 
to the east and turn at the side of the mountain where 
they disappear from view. 
 
The officer directs the soldiers in control of the 
ballistic weapons and realigns them facing the rear. 
 

GORGIASH 
Perfect…now when they return we will crush 
them. 
 

 
EXT.  JUDEAN MOUNTAINS – DAY 
 
Judah’s horse rides swiftly through the winds, his men 
following closely. 
 
They approach the Judean Mountains.   
 
JUDAH’S P.O.V.  From this distance an army of archers 
at the base of the mountains fire their arrows high 
into the caves.  Many stones and pebbles are tossed 
down the mountain’s side knocking down a few soldiers. 
 
Judah raises his hammer high above his head.  His 
horse charging more rapidly. 
 
Leading the men on foot, Shimon blows the shofar.   
 
 
EXT.  JUDEAN MOUNTAINS – DAY 
 
Gorgiash stares at the horizon where the Maccabees 
advance towards the mountains.  The shofar blasts are 
heard. 
 

GORGIASH 
Weapons ready. 
 

OFFICER 
(shouting) 

Weapons ready! 
 

Catapults are fastened, scorpions armed, onagers set. 
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GORGIASH 

Now! 
 

OFFICER 
(shouting) 

Fire! 
 

A hail of weapons fire at the advancing Maccabees.  
Many hit their targets.  Many Maccabees fall.  Some 
stop to fire their slingshots, then continue to 
charge. 
 
Judah’s horse weaves through the barrage of spears, 
arrows, and assorted ballistic weapons.   
 

GORGIASH 
Again. 
 

OFFICER 
(shouting) 

Reload! 
 

Catapults are fastened, scorpions armed, onagers set. 
 

OFFICER 
(shouting) 

Fire! 
 

A second wave of aerial weapons fire at the charging 
Maccabees.  Again, many Maccabees fall.  Their numbers 
reduced in half.  The survivors courageously continue 
to stampede towards the enemy. 
 
Despite the overwhelming odds, Judah races through the 
shower of weapons unscathed.   
 

GORGIASH 
Finish them off.  Send the cavalry. 
 

OFFICER 
(to a soldier) 

Sound the signal. 
 

A soldier with a large war drum begins to pound on it 
furiously. 
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The cavalry races into the battlefield cutting off the 
Maccabees from reaching Gorgiash and his men. 
 
Judah’s horse drastically changes direction.  He 
steers towards the heavy cavalry.  Half of the 
surviving Maccabees follow, the other half race 
towards Gorgiash. 
 
Judah leads the assault, cutting down the heavy Greek 
cavalry as they run out to defend Gorgiash.   
 

OFFICER 
(shouting) 

Archers. 
 
The archers cease firing at the caves.  They turn to 
the rear at the charging Maccabees.   
 

OFFICER 
(shouting) 

Fire! 
 

A heap of arrows fly at the Maccabees.  Many hit their 
targets.   
 
The surviving Maccabees finally reach Gorgiash and his 
men.  Outnumbered, they begin to clash with the Greek 
army.  Gorgiash remains safe as several of his men 
create a human barricade around him. 
 
Judah and his men slaughter the Greeks on horseback 
and join the ground assault at the base of the 
mountains. 
 
 
INT.  CAVE – DAY 
 
The women continue to hurl stones out of the caves. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
Stop.  I heard the sounds of the shofar. 
 

The women cease their actions.  Matitiyahu creeps 
towards the cave’s entrance. 
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EXT.  MOUNTAIN CLIFF – DAY 
 
MATITIYAHU’S P.O.V.  A battle rages below.  The 
Maccabees charging towards the edge of the mountains 
where the Greek leader sits on his horse.  A human 
blockade of soldiers separates them. 
 
Matitiyahu picks up a large stone.  He aims carefully.  
He throws the stone down the mountain. 
 
The stone plunges down accelerating towards Gorgiash 
and his high ranking officer.   
 
A loud THUD is heard as the stone hits the officer on 
his head easily knocking him off his horse.   
 
Blood begins to spurt through an open gash on the 
officer’s head as he lies motionless on the ground.   
 
Gorgiash looks up.   
 

GORGIASH 
Old fool. 

(shouting) 
Archers…turn! 
 

Several archers turn around and aim high towards 
Matitiyahu. 
 

GORGIASH 
(shouting) 

Fire! 
 

Matitiyahu throws a second stone down the mountain, 
then SUDDENLY is hit in the shoulder with an arrow.  A 
second arrow hits him in the leg.  Matitiyahu 
collapses.  Other arrows fly by hitting the mountain 
side.  Blood begins to soak through his clothes. 
 
The Maccabees advance further towards Gorgiash as they 
chop down the soldiers.   
 
Yochanan and Elazar slip through the Greek blockade 
and attack Gorgiash from both sides.  Sitting atop his 
horse, Gorgiash successfully defends himself.   
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SUDDENLY, a hammer sails through the air and imbeds 
itself into Gorgiash’s head killing him instantly.  
His body falls from his horse. 
 
Yochanan and Elazar turn around.  Charging on 
horseback, Judah races through the battle.   
 

JUDAH 
Climb up and help father. 
 

Yochanan and Elazar climb up the mountain towards the 
caves. 
 
The battle draws closer to its end as the surviving 
Maccabees finish off their enemies.   
 
 
INT.  CAVE – NIGHT 
 
Surrounded by his five sons, Matitiyahu lies still on 
the ground, his head resting on folded clothes.  With 
tears flowing from their eyes, the brothers stare at 
their father in shock. 
 
Daniella pulls out a blood soaked rag from 
Matitiyahu’s chest wound.  She quickly replaces it 
with a fresh rag. 
 

DANIELLA 
(to Yochanan) 

Here.  Put pressure on.  It will slow the 
bleeding. 
 

Yochanan firmly presses the rag on Matitiyahu’s wound.  
Tears fall from his eyes and land on Matitiyahu’s torn 
clothes. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
(weak voice) 

My time has come.  You will go on without 
me.  My whole life I wished to keep all of 
you from danger…yet I brought danger to you.  
Shimon, come closer. 
 

Shimon steps closer.  He kneels beside Matitiyahu and 
firmly grasps his hand. 
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MATITIYAHU 

In matters of religious nature…leading 
prayers, studying, circumcisions…Shimon, you 
will lead. 
 

Unable to speak, Shimon nods.  The remaining brothers 
draw closer and hover around Matitiyahu. 
 

MATITIYAHU 
Judah, in matters of warfare…no one can 
match your skills and courage.  You will 
lead the Maccabees and reclaim Jerusalem.  
Free our people.  Free our land.  Free our 
religion. 
 

Judah wipes away the tears flowing from his eyes. 
 

JOHNATHAN (V.O.) 
Later that night my father Matitiyahu 
Chasmonai passed on.  His spirit still 
strong in our hearts. 
 

 
INT.  CAVE – NIGHT 
 
The brothers sit silently staring into a campfire.  
The fire crackles, its flames reflected in Judah’s 
eyes. 
 
Jason enters the cave. 
 

JASON 
My sincere condolences.  Your father was… 
 

SHIMON 
(interrupts) 

A man who was dying each day inside from 
Hellenists such as yourself. 
 

JASON 
I only turned to save my life and the lives 
of others. 
 

YOCHANAN 
You stole from the Holy Temple’s treasury to 
give to Antiochus. 
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JOHNATHAN 

He uses those funds to finance an army 
against us. 
 

ELAZAR 
Those funds traditionally go to the poor and 
underprivileged. 
 

JUDAH 
Why do you come here now?  Let us mourn in 
peace. 
 

JASON 
I will leave you alone…I just came here to 
beg of you not to abandon your father’s 
cause. 
 

ELAZAR 
We lost half of our men today.  Our women 
and children attacked. 
 

JASON 
You defeated an army today.  An army with 
advanced weapons.  Some people would view 
this as a miracle. 
 

YOCHANAN 
Look at what it cost? 
 

JASON 
None of you have been to Jerusalem…a city  
built from the hands of our people…a city 
taken away from us.  There is still much 
pain and suffering there.  It must end.  You 
can end it. 
 

The brothers silently look at one another.  Judah 
stares into the fire lost in thought.   
 

JASON 
Despite what people think of me…I never lost 
hope.  Each day since my expulsion, I 
attempt to atone my sins.  I travel to each 
village seeking shelter and in doing so I 
give them an opportunity to relearn our 
roots, our heritage, our customs.  I listen  
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JASON (cont.) 
to them about their stories of the brave 
Maccabees who will free every village  
and town in our lands.  And these stories 
rid them of fear.  Do not take that away 
from them.   
 

Judah rises.  He stands between Johnathan and Shimon 
and places his arm on their shoulders.  The brothers 
look up at Judah. 

 
JUDAH 

I do not recall anyone saying we would 
abandon our cause. 
 

Johnathan, Shimon, Elazar, and Yochanan rise.  They 
gather around Judah.  The brothers embrace each other 
in a group hug.  Jason smiles. 
 
 
EXT.  VILLAGE – DAY 
 
A battle ensues in the midst of a village, the 
Maccabees chopping away with ease at their enemies.  
Swords, spears, and various weapons fly as they attack 
each other. 
 

JOHNATHAN (V.O.) 
After we mourned our father and brethren 
lost in the attack, we continued to battle 
our enemies choosing to free small villages 
and towns. 
 

On horseback, Judah leads the assault chopping away 
through a pack of foot soldiers. 
 
 
EXT.  VILLAGE – DUSK 
 
The Maccabees stand united as Shimon leads them in a 
prayer.  Many villagers, old and young, join the 
gathering. 
 

JOHNATHAN (V.O.) 
We did as our father wished for.  Judah led 
in battles…Shimon led in prayers.  Our 
struggle against our oppressors continued  
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JOHNATHAN (cont.) 
for another year until we amassed an army 
large enough to invade Jerusalem. 
 

 
INT.  PALACE THRONE ROOM – NIGHT 
 
Nicanor stands overlooking a table scattered with many 
maps and documents.  Two soldiers stand at attention 
by the entrance. 
 
Nicanor marks many areas of the map with an ‘X’.  
Frustrated, he swipes all of the contents on top of 
the table to the ground.   
 
Escorted by two guards, Antiochus enters the room.  He 
notices the maps and documents lying on the floor. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Frustrating isn’t it? 
 

NICANOR 
No, what is frustrating is why you keep me 
at bay.  I have repeatedly told you the army 
is ready to wipe them out…yet each time you 
order me to wait.  Our army increases in 
numbers…our weapons increase…we could have 
ended this rebellion ages ago.  We have 
since lost most of this land.  Only 
Jerusalem remains in our control. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Exactly as planned. 
 

NICANOR 
I have always felt that you keep secrets 
from me.   
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Never doubt my actions.  I feed you 
information as I deem necessary. 
 

NICANOR 
My humble apologies my king. 
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ANTIOCHUS 

Do you recall when you were given command of  
the army that I had promised you full 
control of all my resources? 
 

Nicanor nods. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
They have finally arrived.  We had to wait a 
few seasons for them to travel. 
 

NICANOR 
What?  What have we waited for?  What is 
this secret weapon you have? 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Follow me. 
 

Antiochus exits the room.  Flanked by two soldiers, 
Nicanor follows. 
 
 
INT.  HALLWAY – NIGHT 
 
Antiochus marches through the hallways, a huge grin 
grows on his face.  Nicanor trails, his eyes 
squinting, his face full of doubt. 
 
 
EXT.  BALCONY – NIGHT 
 
Antiochus parts through the heavy cloth drapes.  
Nicanor and two soldiers follow.   
 
Loud ROARS from strange animals are heard. 
 
Antiochus stretches his right arm pointing to the 
ground beneath them.   
 
Nicanor slowly creeps to the edge of the balcony.  He 
looks down.  His eyes POP open in disbelief.  
 
NICANOR’S P.O.V.  Hundreds of war elephants are 
gathered together.  Their owners whipping them to 
direct the animals to line up in rows and sit. 
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One elephant breaks free from its shackles and runs 
wildly.  Many soldiers rush to restrain the animal.  
The elephant shakes its head, its trunk knocking a 
couple of soldiers down with ease.  Other soldiers 
toss ropes that lasso around its tusks.   
 
Nicanor looks to Antiochus.  His face like a child 
before he ravishes chocolate.  Nicanor licks his lips.  
 

ANTIOCHUS 
We have reports the Maccabees advance 
towards Jerusalem.  Even your predecessors 
could not fail with what I am handing to 
you. 
 

NICANOR 
I…I…I am lost for words. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
No army could withstand a stampede of 
elephants.  I only have one request.  I want 
their leader’s body when this is over.  I  
want it dragged through the streets for all 
to see.   I want the spirits of these 
Maccabees and their people to be crushed 
like a bug.  This rebellion has gone far too 
long. 
 
 

INT.  CAVE – NIGHT 
 
Judah, Johnathan, Elazar, Yochanan, and Shimon sit 
around a campfire using sticks to draw in the dirt.  
Jason stands at the opposite end of the cave listening 
to their conversation. 
 

JUDAH 
The palace is here. 
 

Judah points to a mark in the dirt. 
 

JUDAH 
The gates to the city are here.  And the 
holy Temple is here. 
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SHIMON 
We must keep the battle away from the 
Temple. 
 

JUDAH 
We will divide our forces.  Slingshots 
should advance here, Elazar you will lead 
them. 
 

Elazar nods. 
 

JUDAH 
Yochanan…you will lead a charge here with 
all men on horseback. 
 

Yochanan nods. 
 

JUDAH 
The rest of us will storm the gates here 
using the ladders.  Elazar, as we climb we 
will be vulnerable so we will need your men 
to cover us. 
 

ELAZAR 
Understood. 
 

JUDAH 
My brothers…Jerusalem will be ours once 
again. 
 

 
EXT.  GRASSLANDS – DAY 
 
Blurred by waves of heat, a man sitting on top of a 
horse rises over the horizon.  Four other men on 
horseback follow, two on either side.  Then a massive 
army appears:  hundreds of men on horseback gallop 
into view, hundreds march on foot trailing behind.  
Several warriors drag carts populated with assorted 
weaponry. 
 
Judah’s horse leads the march advancing at a slow 
pace. 
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INT.  PALACE THRONE ROOM – DAY 
 
Sitting on his throne while feasting on a meal, 
Antiochus frowns upon Menelaus.  Nicanor stands at the 
side of the room flanked by four guards. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
(between bites) 

Your lack of faith disturbs me. 
 

MENELAUS 
Please do not misunderstand my words.  I 
simply request that you wage this war 
further from the Temple. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
You know nothing of matters of war.  Leave 
me.   
 

Antiochus gestures to two of his guards.  The guards 
escort Menelaus to the hallways. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
(to a third guard) 

I’ve grown tired of talks about the Temple.  
Gather a few more men and loot the Temple of 
all its riches.  I always believed Menelaus 
has been holding out. 
 

The two guards exit the throne room. 
 
A scout races into the throne room.  He rushes to 
Nicanor and passes a note.  Nicanor reads the note.  
He waves at the scout who exits the throne room. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
What is it? 
 

NICANOR 
Ours scouts reveal the Maccabees advance 
here.   
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Perfect. 
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NICANOR 
Our army is ready.  As you requested, the 
animals have not been fed.  Their anger 
shows as the trainers have had much 
difficulty controlling them as they align 
them by the gates of Jerusalem. 
 

ANITOCHUS 
When the rebels reach the gates fire one 
shot, then release the elephants.  Let them 
wage their anger and hostility at the 
Maccabees. 
 

Again, Antiochus spits out the word Maccabees like it 
was poison. 
 
 
INT.  TEMPLE – DAY 
 
Menelaus storms into the Temple.  He paces back and 
forth in frustration. 
 
The door swings open.  Nearly twenty soldiers rush 
into the Temple.  Their leader approaches Menelaus.  
The others begin to loot the Temple smashing every 
item to pieces. 
 

MENELAUS 
What is happening?  Why are you doing this? 
 

SOLDIER 
We act on the King’s orders.  His demands 
are simple.  Loot the Temple.  He said 
nothing of your fate…yet. 
 

Menelaus is taken aback.  He watches as the soldiers 
break all of the Temple’s property with great joy.   
 
The carnage intensifies.  Books are tossed into a pile 
on the floor and set on fire.  Chairs, benches and 
other furniture are ripped apart and tossed into the 
fire.   
 
Scared, Menelaus rushes out of the Temple fleeing as 
if his life were in mortal danger. 
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EXT.  JERUSALEM – DAY 
 
The Maccabees advance further towards the city walls.   
 
Judah’s horse stops in its path.  His brothers stop 
and command the rest of the army to halt. 
 

JUDAH 
Battle formations. 
 

Elazar rides his horse to the extreme right, Yochanan 
rides to the left.  All men armed with slingshots 
follow Elazar, all men on horseback follow Yochanan. 
 
Judah, Johnathan, and Shimon lead a group of men who 
haul the carts that carry many weapons and long wooden 
ladders. 
 
 
INT.  JERUSALEM – DAY 
 
Soldiers patrolling along the city’s walls watch the 
Maccabees as they regroup into battle formation.   
 
Two soldiers begin to pound on a loud war drum 
sounding an alarm. 
 
Hundreds of archers pop into view as they align 
themselves along the top of the city’s walls.   
 
 
EXT.  PALACE BALCONY – DAY 
 
Standing on a balcony high above the city’s streets, 
Antiochus glares at the Maccabee army beyond the 
city’s gate.  Nicanor stands by his side as do two 
guards. 
 
ANTIOCHUS’ P.O.V.  Within the city, hundred of war 
elephants line up at the gates anxiously waiting to 
rush through.  A soldier sits atop each animal on a 
saddle.  Along the city walls, hundreds of archers aim 
their arrows.  Beyond the city’s limit the 
unsuspecting Maccabee army realigns into battle 
formation. 
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EXT.  JERUSALEM – DAY 
 
With his loyal army behind him, Judah looks at Shimon 
and nods.  Shimon blows the shofar. 
 
Judah’s horse sprints away leading a rush towards the 
gates.  Hundreds of men follow.  Pairs of men carry 
ladders, others charge with their weapons raised over 
their heads. 
 
To their right, Elazar leads his group of men.  They 
rush towards the gates. 
 

ELAZAR 
(shouting) 

Stop! 
 

Elazar’s men abruptly halt in their path. 
 

ELAZAR 
(shouting) 

Aim! 
 

Elazar’s men arm their slingshots and aim at the 
archers high above the city’s walls. 
 

ELAZAR 
(shouting) 

Fire! 
 

A hail of stones sail towards the gates.  The precise 
shots knock many archers down. 
 
 
INT.  JERUSALEM – DAY 
 
The archers along the city walls stand perfectly 
still.  Those hit with the barrage of stones and 
pebbles fall to the ground. 
 

COMMANDER 
(shouting) 

Fire! 
 

The surviving archers fire their arrows.   
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EXT.  JERUSALEM – DAY 
 
Elazar leads his men in their attack. 
 

ELAZAR 
(shouting) 

Fire! 
 

A second hail of stones fly towards the archers high 
up along the city walls. 
 
The skies are populated with stones flying towards the 
Greek archers and arrows sailing the opposite 
direction at the Maccabee army. 
 
 
INT.  JERUSALEM – DAY 
 
Many archers fall from the walls as they are hit with 
a burst of stones and pebbles. 
 

COMMANDER 
(shouting) 

Drop! 
 

The surviving archers duck behind the city walls and 
disappear from view. 
 
 
EXT.  JERUSALEM – DAY 
 
Judah stares at the city walls where the archers have 
disappeared.  He pulls out his hammer and raises it 
over his head.   
 

JUDAH 
(shouting) 

CHARGE! 
 
Judah leads a ground assault towards the city walls.  
His men follow passionately. 
 
As they are within striking distance, the Maccabees 
raise the ladders along the walls and begin to climb. 
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INT.  JERUSALEM – DAY 
 
The commander watches the Maccabee army advance.   
 

COMMANDER 
(shouting) 

Open the gates! 
 
 

EXT.  JERUSALEM – DAY 
 
As the Maccabees begin to climb the walls, the city 
gates slowly creak open.   
 

JUDAH 
Shimon, signal Yochanan.   
 

Shimon blows the shofar.   
 
Yochanan leads his group of men on horseback.  They 
charge towards the gates galloping furiously through 
the battlefield. 
 
SUDDENLY, chunks of the gates are smashed to pieces as 
herds of war elephants rampage through.   
 

JUDAH 
My God. 
 

The elephants rush in every direction barreling over 
many Maccabees.  The ladders are knocked with ease 
from under them.  The fallen Maccabees are easily 
trampled by the beasts. 
 
 
EXT.  PALACE BALCONY – DAY 
 
Feeding on grapes, Antiochus laughs as he watches the 
elephants stampede through the gates. 
 
 
EXT.  JERUSALEM - DAY 
 
The Maccabees scatter in every direction fleeing the 
animals’ wrath. 
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ELAZAR 
(shouting) 

Aim for their riders! 
 

Elazar’s men arm their slingshots and fire towards the 
herds of elephants.  A few riders fall from the 
animals.  Most pebbles and stones bounce off the 
elephants’ thick skin and only enrage the beasts 
further.  Many storm towards Elazar and his men. 
 

JOHNATHAN 
Judah…we did not anticipate this.  We are 
being crushed.  We must retreat to the 
mountains. 
 

Judah nods to Shimon.  Shimon blows the shofar twice. 
 
Each section of the Maccabee army retreats fleeing the 
wrath of the animals’ path. 
 
As Elazar directs his men to safety, three elephants 
stampede towards him.  Elazar trips over a stone as he 
attempts to elude them.  A huge shadow eclipses 
Elazar.  He looks up.  An elephant raises its leg and 
forcefully stomps Elazar crushing him to his death. 
 
The surviving Maccabees flee Jerusalem outrunning the 
war elephants. 
 
 
EXT.  PALACE BALCONY – DAY 
 
Antiochus grabs a handful of grapes and stuffs them 
into his mouth.  He chomps loudly. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
I’ve seen enough.   
 

Antiochus turns his back on the view.  He walks 
towards the balcony’s entrance. 
 

NICANOR 
My king, the rebels are fleeing.  Should we 
follow? 
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ANTIOCHUS 
No.  Let them live with their defeat for a 
short time.  Then we will crush them. 

(to a guard) 
Have the women ready.   
 

Antiochus exits the balcony. 
 
 
INT.  CAVE – NIGHT 
 
Judah sits leaning against the rocky walls of the cave 
staring at his wounded companions.   
 
Several injured Maccabees lie still on the ground.  
Their faces with fresh bruises and scars, their 
clothes stained in blood.  Some women tend to their 
wounds, others walk one at a time to each wounded man 
and offer some water from a vase. 
 
Judah looks down at his hammer sitting next to him on 
the cave’s floor.  He picks it up and examines it 
closely.  The metal edges stained with blood, small 
bits of its edges chipped off.  The hammer has eroded 
to a significantly smaller size since its initial 
days. 
 
Frustrated, Judah holds each end in both hands and 
BREAKS the hammer in half like a wishbone.  Small 
fragments fly in every direction.  He tosses both 
pieces still held in his hands into the fire. 
 
The fire crackles as it is fed.  Its reflections are 
seen in Judah’s teary eyes. 
 
Yochanan, Shimon, and Johnathan approach Judah.  They 
sit around him attempting to comfort their leader. 
 

JOHNATHAN 
We all mourn Elazar.  We will never forget 
his courage and bravery. 

 
YOCHANAN 

You are not alone Judah, we all feel great 
pain and sadness.   
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JUDAH 
Look at what my arrogance brought to our 
brethren.  What courage and hope they might 
have had was crushed.   
 

SHIMON 
You have led us to victory on countless 
occasions.   
 

JUDAH 
What we may have accomplished in the past is 
now meaningless.  Our time will soon be up.  
Antiochus will send his war elephants here 
and squash us.  We have no chance against 
the coming dangers.  We have no hope.  We 
have lost. 
 

The brothers are silent.  They look around the room 
staring at the wounded Maccabees. 
 

SHIMON 
Just like father told us, there have been 
countless occasions when our people lost all 
hope…and then they were given a miracle from 
God to witness which rid them of their fear 
and… 
 

JUDAH 
I no longer wish to hear of miracles or 
hope.  Just like father said, dark times 
always give birth to stories of false hope.  
We have been fighting for years.  Our father 
was killed in battle.  Our brother crushed 
by an elephant.  We stand no chance against 
this army. 
 

YOCHANAN 
We should simply give up?  Live the rest of 
our lives on the run?   
 

JUDAH 
What other choice do we have? 
 

The brothers are silent.  Judah lowers his head and 
stares at the ground.  He notices a small pebble and 
picks it up.  He fiddles with the pebble in his hand. 
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JOHNATHAN 
Each village we liberated from Hellenist 
rule will once again fall prey to the dark 
tyranny of Antiochus.   

 
SHIMON 

Judah, hear my words.  When our ancestors 
fled Egypt and stood before an enormous sea 
in their path…they witnessed a miracle as 
the sea parted and they fled to safety. 
 

JUDAH 
No more talk of miracles. 
 

SHIMON 
Listen carefully.  As the Egyptian army 
pursued them, the sides of the sea ceased 
parting and came crashing down upon them.  
The Egyptians drowned in the sea while our 
people watched from safety. 
 

JUDAH 
Words I have heard our father speak of 
countless times before. 
 

SHIMON 
Yes, I know you have heard these words 
before…but have you listened to them? 
 

Judah continues to stare at the pebble in his hands.  
He recalls his father’s words of advice. 
 

MATITIYAHU (V.O.) 
…this war will be won by those men with the 
strongest will and lost by those with the 
weakest mind… 
 

SUDDENLY, Judah looks up at Shimon.  His eyes widen as 
if he was born again.  Judah quickly rises standing 
with full confidence. 

 
JUDAH 

Gather all capable men.  We will strike a 
second time tomorrow at dawn.  They won’t 
suspect us to rise this quickly. 
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EXT.  JERUSALEM – DAY 
 
Off in the distance, four men on horseback rise over 
the eastern horizon.  The emerging luminous sun rises 
behind them blinding our view. 
 
Judah, Yochanan, Shimon, and Johnathan slowly gallop 
towards the city’s gate. 
 
 
INT.  PALACE THRONE ROOM – DAY 
 
Antiochus sits on his throne stuffing his face with an 
assortment of fruits.   
 
Nicanor rushes into the throne room.   
 

ANTIOCHUS 
(between bites) 

Why am I always interrupted as I eat? 
 

NICANOR 
My humble apologies my king.  I have good 
news. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Speak. 
 

NICANOR 
Four men approach the city.  They claim to 
be the leaders of the rebellion.  I ordered 
our men not to attack as I know you strongly 
desire to observe their painful deaths. 
 

ANITOCHUS 
Have the elephants ready. 
 

NICANOR 
Already done my king…as are the archers 
lined up along the city walls.  They await 
your orders. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Prepare my chariot. 
 

NICANOR 
Yes my king. 
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EXT.  JERUSALEM – DAY 
 
Judah, Shimon, Johnathan, and Yochanan fiercely stare 
at their enemies as hundreds of archers line up along 
the city’s walls aiming towards them.  Loud ROARS from 
the elephants are heard.   
 
The city’s gate slowly opens.  Through a sea of 
elephants held back by leashes made of thick chains,  
three chariots advance towards the Maccabees.  Twenty 
spearmen follow. 
 
Antiochus’ chariot is flanked by Nicanor on one side 
and another high commanding officer on the other.  
They stop a safe distance away from the Maccabees.  
The spearmen quickly form a human barricade between 
the king and the four Maccabees. 
 

NICANOR 
(shouting) 

This is King Antiochus the fourth.  Your 
King.  He offers you two choices.  A life 
sentence in our jail for all of the people 
under his rule to witness the consequences 
for treason…or death. 
 

JUDAH 
(shouting) 

Your attempt to strike fear has no effect on 
me nor my brothers.  In my hand I hold a 
tiny pebble.  With this pebble we will crush 
your entire army…archers…foot soldiers…heavy 
cavalry…war elephants…and even you.   
 

Antiochus laughs.   
 
Judah places the small pebble into his slingshot.  He 
aims carefully and fires.  The stone sails through the 
air striking a spearman between his eyes and kills 
him.  The spearman drops to the ground.  His body lies 
still. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
(to Nicanor) 

Attack.  No mercy. 
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NICANOR 

(shouting) 
Charge! 
 

The spearmen begin a slow march towards the Maccabees. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
(to Nicanor) 

No mercy.  Crush them! 
 

Nicanor raises a red flag.   
 
The elephants’ task masters unleash the beasts.  
Soldiers ride the wild animals towards the 
battlefield.  The war elephants ROAR loudly as they 
storm past Antiochus’ chariot and advance towards the 
Maccabees.  The ground trembles from the animals 
stampede. 
 

JUDAH 
Now! 
 

Judah, Johnathan, Shimon, and Yochanan turn their back 
on the army and flee from the their path.  Their 
horses sprinting away faster than the elephants’ 
charge. 
 

NICANOR 
My king…they flee.  Their horses too quick 
for our elephants. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Send our cavalry.  Chase them down. 
 

Nicanor nods to the officer.  The officer pounds on a 
loud war drum.  Hundreds of warriors on horseback 
charge from the city’s gates quickly passing the 
spearmen and elephants. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Follow them.  I want to witness their deaths 
with my own eyes. 
 

Flanked by the two other chariots, Antiochus’ chariot 
races down as he follows his army charging towards the 
fleeing Maccabee leaders. 
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The Maccabees ride their horses as they gallop quickly 
through the grasslands and into the trench of a 
valley.  The Greek army closing behind. 
 
As they reach the end of the valley, the Maccabees 
lower the speed of their horses.  They stop in their 
path and turn around.   
 
MACCABEE’S P.O.V.  Led by charging warriors on 
horseback, the Greek army pursues them diligently.  
The ground shakes as the herds of war elephants 
approach.  Antiochus’ chariot not far behind. 
 

JUDAH 
Shimon…now! 
 

Shimon pulls out the shofar.  He blows a mighty war 
cry. 
 
SUDDENLY hundreds of men pop into view from the cliffs 
high above.  The Greek army surrounded.  With all 
their strength, each Maccabee pushes a large boulder 
down the cliff.  Their speed rapidly accelerating each 
passing moment.   
 
The sounds of an earthquake quickly strikes fear into 
Antiochus.  He looks up to his right.  Heavy boulders 
race down trembling the grounds beneath them.  He 
looks to his left.  The scenario repeats itself. 
 
The Greek army is overwhelmed by the waves of boulders 
crashing down upon them from every direction.  Many 
soldiers are crushed as they drown in a sea of rock. 
 
The Greek army fall from their horses.  They lose 
control of the elephants as the animals become 
frightened from the boulders and wildly run in chaos.  
Countless men are knocked aside by the wild animals 
and trampled to death. 
 
Antiochus’ horse that guides his chariot becomes 
frightened and violently knocks the chariot over.  
Antiochus tumbles and falls to the ground, the chariot 
collapses on top of him trapping the king. 
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Antiochus writhes in great pain.  He looks up.  
Nicanor regains control of his own horse. 
 

ANTIOCHUS 
Nicanor…help me. 
 

Nicanor looks towards Antiochus, then straight past 
him.  A large shadow eclipses the king.  Nicanor turns 
and races away in fear.  The king looks up.  The 
shadow dwarfs him.  A mammoth war elephant crushes him 
as it stampedes through the battlefield.   
 
The elephants continue to stampede through 
undisciplined as the boulders crash down upon the 
Greek army from both sides of the valley.   
 
Nearly every soldier lies helplessly on the ground, 
either dead or incapable of standing.  Some are 
trapped under fallen war elephants. 
 
The surviving animals race away. 
 
Judah nods to Shimon.  Shimon blows the shofar once 
more.  The Maccabees storm down the sides of the 
valleys and finish off their enemies. 
 
As the Maccabees slay their enemies, Judah sits atop 
his horse. 
 

JUDAH 
(shouting) 

Jerusalem is ours! 
 

Leading a charge back towards the city, Judah and his 
brothers smile.  The Maccabee army following behind. 
 

JOHNATHAN (V.O.) 
With the elephants and heavy cavalry 
defeated, no army large enough could stand 
in our way.  My brother…Judah the 
Maccabee…led our men on a charge back to 
Jerusalem where we easily reclaimed our city 
and liberated our people…our religion. 
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INT.  TEMPLE – DAY 
 
Judah leads his men into the Holy Temple.  As each man 
passes through the doors, they stop in shock as if 
heart broken. 
 
They look around.  Shattered vases and random 
fragments of furniture torn apart lie scattered 
between cracks on the stone floor.  Various religious 
artifacts shredded to mere scraps sit idle. 
 
Shimon squats to the ground.  He rummages through soot 
and piles of half burnt books.  In the midst of the 
shattered pieces, he raises a Menorah.  Despite the 
grime and filth, it remains in one piece.   
 
Shimon places the Menorah in the center of the room.  
He begins to wipe it clean.  A tear flows from his 
eye.  Judah places his arm on Shimon’s shoulder. 
 

JUDAH 
My brother…we will salvage the Temple.  We 
will rebuild it.   
 

SHIMON 
We need oil to light the Menorah. 
 

The Maccabees begin to search the Holy Temple for jars 
of oil.  As they rummage through the broken fragments 
of the Temple’s possessions, they find many jars of 
oil knocked over and broken.  All are empty. 
 
Johnathan sifts through many broken artifacts.  He 
finds a tiny flask of oil preserved with the High 
Priest’s seal.  He lifts it up and rushes to his 
brothers. 
 

JOHNATHAN 
I found a jar…it is small but the oil could 
possibly light the Menorah for one night. 
 

Judah looks at the flask. 
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JUDAH 
Possibly, but doubtful.  Nevertheless, we 
will use it. 
 

SHIMON 
This is strange.  Jars of oil are not 
marked, yet this one bears the seal of the 
Cohen Gadol.   
 

Johnathan passes the flask to Shimon.  Shimon breaks 
the seal and lights the Menorah.  Its tiny flames 
illuminate the entire room to the surprise of the 
Maccabees. 
 
 
EXT.  JERUSALEM – NIGHT 
 
The streets of Jerusalem are once again populated by 
many religious Jewish people who stroll the streets 
without fear. 
 
Light from the lone window of the Holy Temple shines 
bright into the dark night sky.  Many people in the 
streets gather around the Temple and stare in awe at 
the light. 
 

JOHNATHAN (V.O.) 
Seven days and seven nights passed and we 
did not find another jar of oil…yet the 
Menorah miraculously burns. 
 

 
INT.  TEMPLE - DAY 
 
The Holy Temple remains in disarray despite the modest 
efforts to reassemble the shattered pieces. 
 
Judah, weary and unshaven for a lengthy period, gazes 
in awe at the Menorah.  The Maccabees, all with fresh 
battle wounds, stand behind him in a moment of silence 
as they stare at the miraculous source of light. 
 

JUDAH 
It’s a miracle.  The miracle of light.  One 
modest jar of oil preserved with the Cohen 
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Gadol’s seal burns bright on the morning of 
the eighth day.   
 

Judah turns to his companions.  They look at him with 
great respect and admiration.  

 
JUDAH 

We must never forget those before us who 
have perished under the evil regime which we  
have conquered.  Those who have fought 
bravely on the battlefield…those who have 
sacrificed themselves for others…those who 
refused to accept the impure Hellenistic 
ways and became martyrs…in the name of our 
Lord, G-d of Abraham Isaac and Jacob. 
 

ZOOM IN on the Menorah.  Its light overwhelms us. 
 
FADE OUT 
 

***THE END*** 
 

Every year, beginning on the 25th day of Kislev and 
lasting for eight days, the Jewish people celebrate the 
holiday of Chanukah and light a candle on a Menorah 
commemorating the miracles the Maccabees witnessed.    


