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"A New Year"

FADE IN:

INT. THE LAGUNA COMPANY-Day

Office workers begin climbing in through the windows.

narrator

New Year’s Eve was always an interesting day in the small town of Bartlett City. It was normally the day when all the Christmas lights and trees came down, but it was also the day people got ready for the new fiscal year. Bartlett City businesses did things differently from other towns. At the end of every year, those not fit to be working where they were ended up getting fired. Therefore, not knowing who would go, everyone working had little boxes they brought to work and they packed up their belongings. Every year, right around this time, the lobbies in all the office buildings become basements. The snow builds up to high to come through the front entrance. So officer workers normally have to enter through the second floor windows, which disturbed those already working.

An office worker, TOM, stands up and yells at those coming in.

TOM

CAN YOU PLEASE SHUT THE HELL UP?

All the office workers stop and look at him.

tom

I’m sorry, just be quiet.

Everyone continues on in.

narrator

Yes, it was all very strange, but it would only get stranger. New Year’s Eve was a very rough day for everyone. People had to get in their last minute reports while packing up. The only ones that had normal days were the executives, or the higher ups. They were the only ones were wouldn’t be fired. They had to retire or quit to be out of a job. 

int. BOARDROOM-continuous

The executives are dancing to the POLKA MUSIC as they watch everyone through a window. The office workers outside are scrambling around, filing reports, making copies, sending faxes, and carrying boxes of stuff to their cars. Meanwhile, the executives are drinking margaritas. 

NARRATOR

The executives thought it was quite interesting, and entertaining, to watch this routine every year. So they would have a party and would drink and dance, unless they caught someone stealing office supplies.

We see Tom taking a stapler and putting it in his box. WHISTLER, one of the older executives, sees this and opens the door and walks out.

WHISTLER

Tom, why is it that you are taking from the company?

TOM

I’m not! I… uh… I bought this at Staples. 

WHISTLER

Then why does it say The Laguna Company on the side?

TOM

Because… uh… I stamped it.

WHISTler

Tom… you’re fired.

TOM

Aww, crap!

Whistler walks back into the room.

WHistler

Anyone want a margarita?

He smiles and everyone laughs as the party continues on. 

int. storage room-continuous

We see WALTER in the storage room with a list and a box. He starts going through the list and grabbing supplies. He grabs a pen and starts marking things off as he takes them.

Narrator

The employees of the Laguna Company actually took great pride in stealing office supplies. The funniest part about all this was that if they weren’t fired, they would actually take the supplies and put them back where they were. Nobody wanted to be stealing from themselves.

int. second floor workplace-continuous

Walter comes through the door carrying a box full of supplies.

Walter

Hey, hey, hey! I got the supplies!

A girl, PEGGY, stands up.

Peggy

None of us need the supplies. Everyone on the second floor is keeping his or her job.

Tom walks over.

TOM

Well, actually… I’ll take the whole box.

int. break room-continuous

Peggy and MARK are swapping gifts.

Narrator

But what everyone around the offices loved to do was share Christmas Joy! And at the Laguna Company, the only bottle water industry in all of Bartlett, everyone got everyone Christmas gifts!

peggy

I got you a box of colored pencils! They were at the Dollar General!

mark

Neat! These will go along very well with my set from last year and the year before that!

narrator

Yes, it was very strange to be exchanging Christmas gifts on New Year’s Eve, but the way the employees looked at it, these gifts could be both Christmas presents and going away gifts if needed. 

peggy

So what’d you get me?

Mark

Uh… I got you this.

Mark hands Peggy a box.

mark

It a set of those things you stick in the side of corn so you don’t get your hands dirty when eating corn on the cob.

Peggy just stares at Mark with dead silence, unimpressed. 

mark

I got it at Super General.

narrator

Peggy was unimpressed. Super General was the poor man’s Dollar General. Everybody at the Laguna Company bought their gifts at Dollar General because that was where Laguna Water was sold. 

int. dollar general-day

We see a shelf of water. To the left is Aquafina water, in the middle is Laguna Water, and on the right is Zephryhills water. Shoppers walk by grabbing all the bottled water, except the Laguna Water.

narrator

The Laguna Company managed not to have good sales… every year.

int. break room-day

We see Peggy dumping Mark’s gift in the trash as he walks out the door. SUSAN walks in and hands Peggy a bag of candy.

SUSAN

I got you candy cream!

PEGGY

Again? YAY!

int. cubicle-later

Mark is sitting at his desk. We see a name plate on the wall of his cubicle saying Mark Bernadette. The phone rings and Mark answers.

MARK

Mark Bernadette, head of sales for the Laguna Company. May I ask who is speaking?

SASHA (O.C.)

Wow that is a mouthful. This is your mother.

MARK

Oh, hi mother. How are you doing?

It is obvious on Mark’s face that he doesn’t really care how his mother is doing.

SASHA (O.C.)

Did you get my gift?

cut to:

int. mark’s one room apartment-day

We see a fake Christmas tree much like the tree in A Charlie Brown Christmas. Mark is unwrapping a gift on his bed. He takes off the wrapping paper and reads the side of a big brown box.

mark

Mr. Clean six-pack. 

int. cubicle-day

Mark is still on the phone.

mark

Yeah, Mom, I did.

SASHA (O.C.)

Good! You can never be too clean!

narrator

Mark’s mother, Sasha, was an obsessive-compulsive and everything had to be squeaky clean.

int. sasha’s home-day

We see SASHA and her maid, LONNIE, standing in front of a sliding-glass door. Lonnie has on rubber gloves and has a bottle of Mr. Clean in one hand and a neatly folded paper towel in the other. Lonnie sprays some Mr. Clean onto the window and wipes. The door is spotless.

sasha

Are you kidding me? It has streak marks! Again!

Lonnie repeats this.

SASHA

Jesus woman! What do I pay you for? Again!

int. cubicle-day

Mark attempts to hang up the phone when Sasha screeches from the other line.  

SASHA (O.C.)

I love you snootie poo!

mark

I uh… love you too, Mom.

Mark hangs up the phone. 

int. hallway-later

Mark walks down the hall and into the break room.

narrator

Mark finally had his afternoon break and decided to head into the break room for his afternoon coffee. Normally he’d go down to the lobby, get some coffee, go out the front door, and smoke a cigarette. But with the snow so high he couldn’t get out the front door, he settled on two cups of coffee instead of one and a cigarette. 

int. breakroom-continuous

Mark walks in to see Peggy and Susan gossiping away.

peggy

Did you see Tom taking the stapler this morning? Whistler came right out and fired his butt!

SUSAN

Nah! I was watching Lily take the water cooler cups. I mean, honestly, who takes water cooler cups?

Mark looks over to the corner and sees LILY pouring herself some water. Lily looks up after hearing this and runs out the door screaming and crying. She leaves behind a nice stack of water cooler cups. 

peggy

Those poor people who have to shop at Super General!

With that line, both girls burst out laughing and look over at Mark, who just gives a half smile. He makes his way over to the coffee and begins pouring himself a cup. 

PEGGY

Good afternoon, Mark!

MARK

You too.

PEGGY

Do you know what time it is?

MARK

It’s around one.

PEGGY

Shoot! I forgot to do anything!

MARK

Fun. What’s new with you?

PEGGY

Oh, not much, doll. Ya know, the usual. Getting a perm, having my nails done, buying a fancy purse. 

MARK

From where? K-Mart?

PEGGY

As a matter of fact, it was Wal-Mart. The other Mart. 

MARK

Oh yeah?

PEGGY

Yeah.

Mark and Peggy both smirk at each other and Peggy walks out.

SUSAN

I should probably… go… do some… thing.

MARK

You go do that.

Susan walks out the door, right behind Peggy. 

int. hallway-continuous

Mark walks out the door and begins heading down to his cubicle, occasionally glancing at the wall. On the wall are sheets of paper with color pencil drawings of people. 

NARRATOR

As Mark walked back to his office, he looked at the Employee of the Month wall. The company was quite poor, so instead of getting a plaque with the employee’s picture, they got a piece of paper and drew the employee’s picture on it. Sometimes they even forgot to put the employee’s name on it. Mark had always wanted to be Employee of the Month. Finally, he discovered something.

Mark stops and looks at the wall. He sees a drawing of himself with his name on it.

NARRATOR

Mark was Employee of the Month in November, but nobody had bothered telling him this. It didn’t seem important. 

Mark continues on and behind him, we see Tom running down the hall, ripping all the paper off the wall. Mark turns the corner.

TOM

I hate this place! I hate this place!

int. cubicle-continuous

We see Whistler sitting at Mark’s desk, going through his papers.

narrator

Mark got back in time to see Whistler sitting at Mark’s desk, looking over things.

Mark walks up.

MARK

Whistler, what are you doing?

whistler

Jesus, Mark! This cubicle is dirty! You should get some Mr. Clean, pronto.

MARK

I’ll do that right away. So, why are you going through my work?

NARRATOR

Mark forgot his manners thinking that Whistler was here to fire Mark.

WHISTLER

Is that anyway to talk to your senior?

MARK

No, but I don’t appreciate this.

WHISTLER

Where’s the sir?

MARK

Up your…

Whistler

Doesn’t matter. Come to my office.

int. hallway-continuous

Whistler and Mark walk down the hall to an elevator.

Narrator

This being the day when people were laid off and fired, Mark was truly worried.

The two enter an elevator.

int. elevator-continuous

Whistler looks over at the panel. There are 3 buttons: Lobby, Second Floor, Executive Floor. Whistler presses Executive Floor.

whistler

We need to chat.

int. executive office-continuous

Whistler and Mark walk in. Mark sits down in front of a big, wooden desk. Whistler sits down behind the desk with PHIL, a senior member.

Whistler

Mark, do you know why we’ve brought you up here?

mark

No, I don’t know to be honest.

Sarcasm is obvious with this.

phil

Mark, your work this year has been… disheartening, to say the least.

mark

That’s not a word.

phil

Which word?

Mark

Disheartening. 

phil

Jesus, boy! Where did you get your education?

mark

Harvard.

phil

I will not stand liars in this office! Especially stupid liars! You are fired!

mark

For that?

whistler

As we’ve been trying to explain to you, your work this year has been pretty crappy. I mean, the company is about to go under and you’ve done nothing!

mark

I’ve worked my butt off!

phil

Then why are we going to have to post a minus 3 this year?

Mark

I don’t know! Bad advertisements? 

phil

Exactly.

Mark

That’s not my fault! That’s…

phil

Just leave…

Mark

But…

Whistler looks down and points to the door.

mark

Aww… crap.

int. sonny’s bbq restaurant-later

We see Mark sitting at a table reading a newspaper and munching on a chicken sandwich. 

narrator

Mark decided to take his lunch break and head on down to Sonny’s Barbecue Restaurant with a newspaper and start looking for a new job. Meanwhile, he enjoyed a chicken sandwich.

We see Mark turn the page. As Mark takes a bite of his sandwich, he reads a headline saying: Chicken Poison Health Scare! Mark suddenly spits the chicken back out onto the plate.

MARK

Aww… crap. 

int. laguna company lobby-later

Mark comes down the stairs and into the lobby. At the front desk is GAIL, typing on her computer while chatting away on a phone. 

GAIL

I so know that already, Becky! I’ve known since, like, last week! Duh!

narrator

Back at the office, those who had been fired were lining up to receive their final paycheck.

All of the sudden, like a mad dash, all of those who had been fired burst down the stairway and out into the lobby, rushing past Mark and pushing him over. Everyone lines up for their paycheck and Mark ends up at the end of the line. 

narrator

Mark waited and waited in line, for about 47 and a half minutes to be exact, until he got his paycheck. And he was in for a very unexpected surprise.

cut to:

Mark walks up to Gail.

mark

Mark Bernadette. Collecting my last paycheck.

Gail reaches over into a pile. She starts going through envelopes with paychecks. She looks stunned and bewildered.

GAIL

I don’t have a paycheck for a Mark Bernadette in the pile of those who’ve been fired. I do, however, have a paycheck for a Mark Bernton.

MARK

What do you mean?

GAil 

No paycheck for Mark Bernadette, that is what I mean.

mark

Well, I have to get paid for my work. If I don’t, I’ll sue you guys.

gail

You’re going to have to take that up with Whistler.

mark

Fine. Thanks a lot.

gail

You’re welcome. And Happy New Year!

int. executive office-continuous

Mark storms into the office, slamming the door shut. Whistler walks over to a small table and grabs a bottle of whisky.

mark

Why aren’t I getting a paycheck?

WHIstler

Whisky?

Mark

Sure. Now answer my question!

whistler

There was a paycheck for you at the front desk. Maybe someone took it by mistake.

mark

Highly unlikely. Gail only had a paycheck for Mark Bernton. 

whistler

So? No problem.

Mark

Except I’m not Mark Bernton!

whistler

You’re not?

mark

No! I’m Mark Bernadette! 

whister

Aww… crap.

mark

So, I’m not fired?

whistler

No! I’m so sorry! We’ve made a huge mistake.

mark

Well that changes everything!

whistler

I hope you’ll accept my apologies. I would give you a three percent raise, but the company is broke. 

mark

Ok then.

int. cubicle-continuous

Mark walks over to his cubicle.

narrator

Mark went back to his cubicle satisfied and relieved. That was when he got a disturbing call from his mother.

The phone rings and Mark answers.

mark

Yeah. Hello.

sasha (o.c.)

Mark? Mark?

mark

Yeah, Mother. 

sasha (o.c.)

Great news!

Mark

What is it?

SASHA (O.C.)

I got a job catering a New Year’s Eve party!

Mark

That’s great.

MARK

So where is the party?

SASHA (O.C.)

Some corporate office. Fancy smanchy, you know the  routine.

MARK

Well, get some help Mom because, well, last time you were catering, you set the building on fire.

int. dance hall-day

We see Sasha cooking some food when suddenly the table catches fire. Sasha, who is drinking a glass of wine, looks at the glass and decides to throw it at the fire. The fire grows instantly and Sasha looks at her partner, MARTY.

sasha

Doesn’t wine put out fires?

Marty shakes his head know while covering his face with his hands.

int. cubicle-day

narrator

And with that, Mark hung up.

Mark hangs up.

int. office-continuous

Whistler walks into the main office area.

Whistler

Ok everyone! Announcement! New Year’s Eve Party! Here, tonight from eight until eleven fifty-nine!

TOM

Why until eleven fifty-nine? Why not minute?

WHISTLER

Cause I don’t want to start off the New Year in a bad mood.

cut to:

int. office-night

Mark walks into the party and starts looking around. Music is blasting from a crappy little stereo, but no one is dancing. Mark walks past Tom.

mark

Hey, Tom? Weren’t you fired?

Tom

Yeah. But I was rehired after I saved Whistler’s life. 

cut to:

int. office-earlier

We see Whistler with a rope tied around his neck. The other end of the rope is attached to a pipe connected to the roof. Whistler is standing on a chair. He jumps off the chair as Tom walks in. Tom jumps up and grabs Whistler, pulling him, the rope, and the pipe down.

WHistler

You saved my life, you fool!

tom

Can I have my job back?

whistler

Aww… crap.

int. office-night

Mark and Tom are standing there. Mark looks stunned.

mark

That is the most ridiculous thing I have ever heard. Tom! He tried to kill himself! And you wrecked the pipes! No wonder it is so hot in here!

Peggy walks by completely nude.

peggy

It’s way too hot in here. 

mark

I highly doubt it that you got your job back. 

tom

FINE! I’M GONNA BURN THIS MOTHA DOWN!

mark

Sure, whatever.

Mark walks over to the food table and starts looking at the ham sandwiches.

mark

Wow, they really went out of their way to get good food this year.

narrator

In fact, they had gone out of their way this year. Last year, they didn’t get food at all.

Mark reaches over and grabs a sandwich and takes a bite when Sasha turns around from behind the table. Mark spits his food out.

sasha

MARKY-POO!

mark

Oh, sweet Jesus.

SASHA

I didn’t know you worked here!

Mark

I didn’t know you were catering here. 

Mark drops the sandwich and reaches over for a glass of punch.

sasha

Did you see that fiery little girl Peggy walking around? I think she likes you! You should go talk to her!

mark

Ma, I’m not fifteen. I don’t need help with the girls anymore.

sasha

When was your last date?

Mark

Six years, seven months, fourteen days, 1 hour, seven minutes, and fifty-three seconds.

sasha

Go talk to her.

mark

All right-y. 

narrator

Mark had actually just lied to his Mother. In fact, he and Peggy had been lying to everyone.

int. janitor’s closet-earlier

We see Mark standing alone in the closet when Peggy walks in. She smiles and grabs him, planting a wild kiss on his lips. Mark reaches up and flicks the light switch.

int. office-night

Mark walks over to Peggy, now clothed. 

mark

Nice party.

peggy

Yeah.

mark

Good food, good people. Good atmosphere.

peggy

Yeah.

mark

(pause)

You want to go have sex in the janitor’s closet?

Peggy

Yeah.

Mark takes Peggy by the hand and leads her away. Sasha turns around and looks out the window.

sasha

My God! Is that a smeary window?

whistler (o.C.)

It is my Dear lady!

Sasha turns around to see Whistler, ready for flirting action.

whistler

It was actually from a co-worker up against the window. She said I was great.

int. office-earlier

We see Susan up against the window with Whistler behind her, in just his boxers.

Susan

RAPE! RAPE!

int. office-night

Sasha laughs. 

sasha

Listen, I hate dirty windows. I’m an obsessive-compulsive. I need some Mr. Clean. Where’s the nearest janitor’s closet?

whistler

I know where it is… very well.

narrator

And with this, Sasha was beginning to get sick. 

Whistler points over at the janitor’s closet and Sasha begins making her way over. 

narrator

Sasha had no way of know that at that exact moment, Peggy and Mark were having sex in the janitor’s closet. 

Sasha opens the closet door and screams.

sasha

MARK! MARK! YOU DID IT! YOU WENT OVER, GOT HER ATTENTION, AND BANGED HER LIKE A BEAST! YOU FINALLY LOST YOUR VIRGINITY!

Everyone in the office starts laughing as Mark rushes out, buttoning up his pants. 

Mark

Mother! What are you doing?

sasha

Being so proud of my baby!

mark

Mother! I lost my virginity in High School. I lied about all my relationships cause I felt uncomfortable talking about them with you. And everyone, for the record… I haven’t been a virgin for a long time! I can guarantee that, Peggy can guarantee that, and that closet can guarantee that.

The JANITOR pukes on the floor. Peggy comes out, tucking in her shirt. Mark grabs Peggy’s hand.

mark

You see, Peggy and I are a couple.

Everyone stands around, stunned. Whistler steps up.

WHISTLER

You’re fired, Mark.

JANITOR

I quit.

WHISLTER

Sasha, you’re hired as janitor.

MARK

No!

Sasha

Yes!

Peggy

What about me?

whistler

You have boobs, so you can stay.

mark

I have boobs too!

whistler

Get out of my office you sick freak!

mark

Aww… crap.

narrator

And then something tragic happened.

cut to:

ext. the laguna company-later

Flames pour out of the building. A fire truck is slowly moving through the snow over to the building.

whistler

Come on you morons! Get your hoses over here and save my work!

Whistler begins crying. Mark looks at his watch. 

Mark

Five, four, three, two, one. 2005.

peggy

What a way to ring in the New Year.

mark

Plenty of fireworks.

Everyone but Whistler laughs.

whistler

You! You did this Mark!

Mark

No! It was Tom!

int. office-earlier

mark

I highly doubt it that you got your job back. 

tom

FINE! I’M GONNA BURN THIS MOTHA DOWN!

ext. the laguna company-night

Whistler is now choking Mark when the cops show up.

Whistler

This man did it!

Whistler is pointing to Mark, who is shaking his head no.

narrator

And then Mark was arrested.

int. prison-later

The cell door closes with Mark inside. 

narrator

Whistler had gone down to the police station and made a full statement, claiming Mark started the fire. 

int. police interrogation room-earlier

Whistler is sitting in a chair in front of a table with a tape recorder on it. 

whistler

I had just fired him, for the second time. The first time was just a case of mistaken identity, but he seemed angry about that. He wasn’t a very happy person. I think after I fired him for raping one of my co-workers, he started the fire.

int. prison cell-night

A guard comes over and unlocks Mark’s prison cell.

narrator

After interrogating Whistler, the police realized he was a complete lunatic and let Mark go.

mark

It’s about time.

int. mark’s apartment-morning

Mark shuts the door and walks over to the bed. He falls straight down.

narrator

The other executives at The Laguna Company had given Mark his job back, but the issue at hand was getting a new building to work out of. Luckily, the Laguna Company had insurance and would be able to get a new building, but how soon? How long until they could start making money again? How long? Could any of the company’s employees live without income?

MARK

I quit.

narrator

Probably not. And that was the beginning of the Laguna Company mutiny. 

