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FADE IN:

INT. LIVINGROOM-MORNING

TODD, a clean cut guy in his early twenties is wanders into the living room. His girlfriend ASH is already there preparing to go out.

ASH

Todd, I’m going out again. I’ll be back later tonight.

TODD

(irritated)

Of course. Why not? It seems like we never see each other anyways. (beat) May I ask where are you going on this beautiful day today until tonight?

ASH

(hasty)

Well, I have things to do. So don’t start.

TODD

(imploring)

You have things to do everyday. Come on, Ash. Can’t you just relax today and spend time with me?

ASH

I already have plans with my mom. Look I gotta go.

Todd dejectedly watches as Ash walks out of the house. He picks up his cell phone and calls her. 

TODD

I know you just left, but please rethink today.

CONTINUE TO:

INT. CAR

Ash is driving out of the driveway, while talking on the phone with Todd.
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ASH

(annoyed)

I told you no… I already have plans.

She hangs up the phone and shuts it off.

CONTINUE TO:

INT. DEN

Todd walks over to his computer and checks his email.

BACKGROUND

(cell phone ringing)

Todd picks up his cell phone and answers it.

TODD

Hello? (beat) Hey what’s up, MARIE?

EXT. PORCH

Marie is sitting on a bench swing observing Todd’s house, while she talks on her cell phone.

MARIE

(coy)

Not much. I see Ash just stepped out. Where did she go?

INT. DEN

Todd continues to sit at his desk.

TODD

Some B.S. about spending time with her mom or some shit. I don’t know. (beat) We all know she’s not going to her moms house.

EXT. PORCH

Marie continues to sway on her swinging bench.

MARIE

True. (beat) Would you like to go out today? (more)
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MARIE (continued)

Maybe go to the lake or something?

INT. DEN

Todd gets up and saunters around the den then looks out of the window…

TODD

(hesitant)

I, I don’t know. (beat) What about Ash? Should I straight up lie to her like she does to me? 

BACKGROUND

(knock on front door)

Todd gets up and to answer it.

TODD

Well, I don’t see why not… I mean she lied to me so many fucking times. It’s unbelievable. And I’m so damn gullible to believe it.

He opens the door and Marie is standing there holding her cell phone to her ear.

MARIE

You ready?

They hang up their cell phones.

TODD

(perplexed)

What the- Yeah sure. What am I going to tell Ash?

MARIE

(contemplating)

Well, lie to her. Tell her you’re going out with your mother… See how she likes that.
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TODD

Okay, I’ll say that I’m going over to my moms house and spending time over there.

MARIE

That’ll work. (beat) You ready? Come on, let’s go.

Todd grabs his keys then walks out.

DISSOLVE TO:

INT. TODD’S CAR-MINUTES LATER

Todd is driving while Marie sits in the passenger seat. 

MARIE

I was thinking of getting some Mickey D’s and going to Twin Lakes out on Thirty. 

TODD

(smiles) Sounds good to me. I didn’t eat yet anyways. So it’s all good. (beat) So what do you have against Ash?

MARIE

Are you kidding? (giggle) Everyone knows she’s been around the block. 

TODD

True. I guess I was blind.

MARIE

Love is blind.

TODD

That’s what they say. 

MARIE

So why are you spending the day with me?

TODD

It’s just that, she doesn’t want to spend time with me anymore. (more)
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TODD (continued)

And I’m getting bored and need to go out. I need friends too. You know? (beat) What I want to know is why is she doing this? 

MARIE

(coy)

Oh, you don’t need her. (beat) Why do you put up with her shit. She doesn’t even want you having friends, yet she goes partying and hanging out and lord knows what. (beat) We’ve been best friends since we were tiny. You know?

TODD

True. She doesn’t want you coming over-

MARIE

I know… What’s up with that? She has guys friends over all the time. (beat) Damn wake up Todd. 

TODD

I don’t know. She and I have so much together.

MARIE

All I ask is, think about it. 

WIPE TO:

EXT. TWIN LAKES

Twin Lakes is similar to a beach only with a lake and trees. Todd and Marie sit at a park bench under some trees with a crumbled up fast food bag and two drinks in front of them.

MARIE

You know, it’s a really nice day today.

TODD

You bet. 
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MARIE

(uneasy)

Oh my- 

TODD

What, what’s up?

Marie points down the lake to a couple hanging on each other… Passionately kissing.

Todd’s expression becomes perplexed, then irate. 

Marie stares at the couple in regret. She looks at Todd with glossy eyes to concur her sorrow.

TODD

(offended)

Her mother sure looks like her ex-boyfriend. (beat) I can’t believe it, there’s like so many damn feelings running through me right now. (irate) I’m gonna beat that punks ass.

Todd stands up and begins to walk as Marie grabs his hand…

MARIE

Usually I’d say hell yeah. Kick his ass and while your at it, beat her butt too. But is she worth it? 

Todd peers down at the Couple and concurs, no…

TODD

(indignant)

-She’s not worth it. 

MARIE

Come on, let’s go back. Get your stuff and you can stay at my place, if you want.

Todd’s irate expression starts to subside.
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Marie stands up and guides Todd away to the car. She takes the keys, sitting in the drivers seat.

WIPE TO:

INT. TODD’S CAR-MINUTES LATER

Marie is driving with Todd slouched down in the passenger seat.

She looks over at him with glossy eyes and a remorseful expression.

DISSOLVE TO:

EXT. CITY SKYLINE-NIGHT

Marie stand next to Todd with her arm around him, as they look at the CITY SKYLINE.

TODD

Look how beautiful tonight is. (beat) The bright stars with their lights gleaming in the night. It’s so beautiful.

MARIE

You know, you gotta confront her. (beat) Tell her that you’re done with her shit. Don’t hide your feelings anymore.

TODD

Yes, why hide your feelings? (beat) I love you, are three little words that she always said. Three words, eight letters, and one meaning. True, there’s a meaning behind the words. One day I’ll actually hear it with true meaning. 

MARIE

True, people always are in a hurry to say, I love you. But they never stop to think about the meaning of it. 
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Marie closes her eyes to let the breeze caress her face and whisk her hair.

TODD

True love… Hmmm. 

(closes his eyes)

Is true love when you get a warm fuzzy feeling in your gut and you become flushed with a hot flash. All you really see is red. 

(opens his eyes to see Marie)   

And when you open your eyes your true love is there.

Marie opens her eyes to Todd. Their eyes lock as they look deeply into one another’s eyes. 

MARIE

(satisfied)

They say the soul catches on fire when you realize you’re in love. (beat) So are you like the mythological creature…

TODD

Which one.

MARIE

The Phoenix… A creature that burns to death, but resurrects from it’s ashes. To live again.

TODD

Similar.

They slowly lean in for a passionate kiss as they embrace one another.

TODD

The most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or heard, but must be felt with the heart.

Marie lays her head in Todd’s chest as he consoles her.
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MARIE

Tonight is a beautiful night. 


TODD

Tonight is our night.

The camera pulls away as they stand affectionately embracing each other.

The camera goes wide on a shooting star far off in the sky.

FADE OUT:

~ THE END ~
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