FADE | N:

I NT. ARNOLD THOWPSON S OFFI CE - DAY - 1986

THOVPSON,

52, sits at his desk | ooking over paperworKk.

t el ephone RINGS. He pushes a button on an intercom

THOMPSON
Thonpson.

V. O
It’s been postponed until tonorrow
nmorning. A cold front is bearing
down on Florida. Are you concerned?

THOMPSON
You bet. Yes, | am very. Wiat’s
the | atest weat her report?

V. O
Down to 22 degrees at 6 am

THOMPSON
Damm. This is very serious. Untested
situations. I'"'mgoing to set up a

tel econference with the SRB project
manager. Thanks for calling.

| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM - NI GHT

Thonpson,

TWENTY MEN, and SI X WOMEN sit at a very |long

The

table. A large mcrophone lies on the center of the table.

ENG NEER 1
On a prior mssion, hot gasses bl ew
by an Oring at 53 degrees. Bl ackened
grease was found on the joint. Mke
no m stake about it. It was bl ack-just
i ke coal. Jet bl ack

ENG NEER 2
According to the latest reports, we're
predicting that the seals would go
bel ow freezing, 29 degrees.

ENG NEERI NG VP
Until the tenperature reaches 53
degrees, | don’t want to fly.



PROJECT MANAGER (O. S.)
Quantify your claim Prove it.

ENG NEER 3
Rubber O rings lose their resiliency
at low tenperatures and m ght fai
to provi de an adequate seal agai nst
hot gasses fromthe burning fuel.

PRQJECT MANAGER (O. S.)
Col d gas tests indicate the Orings
will work at 30 degrees. Quantify
your claim

ENG NEER 4
We know t he expected tenperature
is away fromthe goodness in the
current data base.

PROJECT MANAGER (O. S.)

Prove it will fail
THOVPSON
W can’t prove it will fail, but the

risk is higher than we shoul d take.
The col der the weather, the greater
chance of failure.

PRQJIECT MANAGER (O S.)
My God, when do you peopl e want
me to |launch, next April? Wuld
your VP for the space program be
willing to | aunch.

VP
Not over the recommendati on of
nmy engi neers.

PRQJIECT MANAGER (O S.)
" m appal | ed at your recommendati on,
but 1’mnot going to |aunch over
your objection. |’ve spent sone
time | ooking over all the data, and
frankly, | find the data inconcl usive.



GENERAL MANAGER
Excuse us for a few mnutes. |'m
t he General Manager here, and |
woul d i ke an off-line caucus to
reeval uate the data. Thank you

The general manager pushes the nute button.

GENERAL MANAGER

W have to make a managenent deci sion
Bob, take off that engineering hat
and put on your managenent hat. Am
| the only one who wants to fly?
Do any of my senior executives here
recommend st oppi ng the | aunch?

(He | ooks at his

t hree executives)
Good. The teacher flies tonorrow

I NT. CHALLENGER- CREW S CABI N - DAY

FRANCI S ‘ DI CK SCOBEE, 46, and M CHAEL SM TH, 40, sit in
front of the controls, gages, indicator lights and three
conput er screens. Directly behind and between themis JUD TH
‘J.R RESNIK, 36. To her right, back to the wall, is

ELLI SON ONI ZUKA, 39.

The THREE OTHER ASTRONAUTS sit in the m ddeck area, bel ow
them Al the astronauts wear |ife vests and air tight
hel net s.

DI CK
Wl cone to space, guys. Two minutes
downstairs. Hey NASA, ya gotta watch
runni ng down there?

M KE
(Looki ng out the
cockpit w ndow)
Ckay. There goes the | ox arm

ELLI SON
Doesn’t is suppose to go the
ot her way?

M KE
(1 aughi ng)
God, | hope not, Ellison.



JuDY
Got your harnesses | ocked?

M KE
What for?
JuDY
Ooh kaaaay.
M KE
D ck’ s thinking of sonething.
DI CK
Un huh...One mnute downstairs.
M KE
Al arm | ooks good.
DI CK
Ckay.
M KE

U | age pressures are up. Right
heliumtank is just a little bit
| ow.

DI CK
It was yesterday, too. Thirty
seconds downstairs.

M KE
Renenber the red button when you
make a roll call

DI CK
| won't do that. Thanks a | ot.

A | oud BLAST.

DI CK
There they go, guys.
JubY
Al right.
DI CK

Three at a hundred.



JubY
Aaal I'l riiight.

DI CK
Here we go.

Anot her | oud BLAST. Everything inside the cabin shakes.

M KE
Go you not her.

JubY
l[t's fuckin hot.

DI CK
Qoohhkaaay.

M KE
Looks like we’ve got a lotta
wi nd t oday.

DI CK

Yeah. It's a little hard to see
out of nmy w ndow.

EXT. CHALLENCGER

The Chal |l enger rises. A long cloud of white and bl ack snoke
trailing it. A flame appears on the right side.

| NT. CHALLENGER

M KE
Feel that notha go. Wooohooo.

D CK
Readi ng four eight six.

M KE
Yep, that’s what |’ve got, too.

DI CK
Roger, go at throttle up

A | oud EXPLGCSI ON.

MKE S P. O V.



A brilliant orange flane burns outside the cockpit w ndow.
M KE
( STUNNED)
UH OH!

EXT. CREW S CABIN

The crew s cabin breaks away fromthe rockets. It starts
falling to earth

| NT. CREW S CABI N

The astronauts are pinned down in their seats.

Di ck Scobee appears to be sl eeping.
Judy opens her eyes wi de and turns her head towards Ellison.
Ellison returns a half smle

JubY
| " m scar ed.

ELLI SON
Me too.

M KE
My heart nust be racing for
a reason

JuDY
G ve ne your hands.

M ke reaches his right hand behind his seat. Judy grabs it
with her |eft hand and reaches out her right to Ellison. He
takes it and gives Judy a big smle. She smles back. Tears
fl ow down her cheeks.

M KE
| never did |lock ny harnesses,
Judy.

JuDy

| warned ya.



EXT. CREW S CABI N
The cabi n approaches the ocean at a speed greater than 200
mles per hour. It hits the ocean and disintegrates on

i npact. A large cloud of ruddy brown snoke hangs over the
ocean as objects splash nearby.

FADE QUT

THE END



