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Scene 1 – Intro of talent comp

An alarm clock strikes 07:00 and the following excerpt from the radio will be played over the entire beginning of the scene.

Presenter

Good morning, and welcome to K93 radio. It’s a lovely day outside with temperatures in the high 30s (Celsius needs to be changed to farenheit) and It’s going to be a lovely day without a cloud in the sky. There’s no major traffic issues reported so far this morning and if your one of those looking forward to the weekend already then don’t forget that this weekend there’s loads of things going on, with the main one being our very own radio stations talent contest. The prize for the winner, being a recording session right here in our very own studio, as well as a large scale publicity campaign to go with it. So all you budding Buddy Hollys and dynamite Daniel Bedingfields out there get practicing, and we hope to see you down there. So with such a beautiful day, here’s an appropriate song. 

Mr Blue Sky by The Electric Light Orchestra begins to play and will continue to play throughout the next part of the scene fading out early at 3 minutes 42 seconds Which will mark the end of this scene.

Liam opens his eyes and gets out of bed. We are then looking at the inside of a medicine cabinet in a bathroom, the door to the cabinet is closed and we see Irene. Irene turns around and we see her view of Frank on the toilet reading the newspaper, we look at Irene again who shakes her head in dismay. Then we move on to see Rachel putting on her make up in a mirror. Then we see Liam sliding down the stair banister. Then we see the dysfunctional couple having breakfast, the husband spills something down him and attempts to wipe it off and clean himself up. Now we see Liam getting on his bike and cycling off down the street. Then we are seeing Christian walking along the pavement reading a newspaper and looking about at the morning bustle. Liam cycles past, we follow Liam on the bicycle for a while. He cycles past a house and the camera stops on that house. John comes rushing out in a hurry, trying to fix his tie and shut the door, dropping his briefcase in the process. Back to Liam cycling along and we follow him all the way to the drama academy, where he parks and locks up his bike and runs up the steps. And so he enters the building timing perfectly with the cut off of the song at 3 minutes 42 seconds.

Scene 2 – Intro the dysfunctional Couple

Frederico

See you later darling.

Anne

Where were you last night.

Frederico

I went out with a mate from work for a few drinks.

Anne

I see, just a few drinks?

Frederico

Yeh not many.

Anne

And that lasted past 2am?

Frederico

Ok so we had a few more then I remembered.

Anne

So a couple is now a lot.

Frederico

Yeh, look I am sorry.

Anne

You didn’t remember did you?

Frederico

Remember what?

Anne

That my parents were coming over for dinner last night.

Frederico

Oh god. I am so sorry……. Did it go alright?

Anne

Do you even remember why we were having the meal?

Frederico

Oh shit. Let me make it up to you. How about we go out for a meal tonight? I will get everything organised and you don’t have to lift a finger.

Anne

And that’s supposed to make up for 3 years of marriage is it?!?!

Frederico

I really am sorry Anne. I just had a hard day, and then James offered to go out for a drink, and then it just completely slipped my mind.

Anne

And your mobile was switched off why?

Frederico

What are you implying?

Anne

I think you know.

Frederico

Well actually one of the students broke it while using it for a prop.

Anne

Oh really

Frederico

Yes really.

Stare down

Anne

I don’t believe you.

Frederico rummages in his bag, pulls out the phone and slams it on the table.

Frederico

See for yourself. That’s irrefutable proof that I am telling the truth.

Anne

How do I know that if it is broken, that it didn’t just break after that slam? I just don’t understand how you could miss our 3rd wedding anniversary meal. And as for it slipping your mind at the last minute, I bought you a present weeks in advance, yet I got nothing from you. How important is our marriage to you?!?! How little effort would you like to put in?

Frederico

That’s not fair.

Anne

How?

Frederico

I haven’t got time for this now, I have to get to work. Lets talk this through later.

Anne

NO! NOW!

Frederico

I can’t.

Anne

What’s more important? Work? Or your marriage?

Frederico

Of course our Marriage is more important. But work is what puts the bread and butter on the table. I have to go.

Frederico leaves the room, closing the door behind him. Anne hurls a fragile object across the room and it shatters in to small pieces as it hits the door.

Scene 3 – Intro the Band

Liam

Band practice this evening people, 5 till 6 round mine.

Jen

Bit short notice.

Jeff

Yeh just a tad.

Liam

Well we’ve got a target. We have our first major opportunity coming up.

Jeff

You mean someone you sent our demo to actually listened to it rather then filing it under B for bin?

Liam

Not quite.

Jen

Then what?

Liam

Well……This

Liam shoves the flyer on to the table.

Jeff (reads out loud)

K93 Radio proudly present there first annual talent contest for musical acts.

Liam (rolling arms as if to encourage jeff to skip on)

Yada yada yada

Jeff

To be held at Langleys bar Tuesday the 25th of November.

Liam

And……..

Jen (pearing over Jeffs shoulder)

First prize a recording session at the K93 studio as well as a publicity campaign to enhance the release of the resulting album.

Jeff

Wow, for once you actually came through and surpassed yourself.

Liam

What do you mean for once.

Angela flickers with a smile.

Jen

Well anyway it sounds good but its not long away.

Liam

Hence I am calling in a practice for tonight. So is it still short notice?

Jeff

I can rearrange a few things.

Jen

What things? Don’t pretend you weren’t actually going to be playing Zelda for once.

Jeff

I have many important things to do for your information.

Jen (sarcastically)

Oh then maybe we should change band practice if you have more important things.

Jeff

Not quite that important.

Liam

How about you Angela?

Angela

Yeh that’s fine.

Liam

Excellent, I’ll wee you guys later on, I gotta go find Lucy.

Jeff

See ya mate.

Jen

Well lets hope we have what it takes.

Jeff

Of course we do, but don’t change the subject!

Jen

What subject?

Jeff

The subject of my important activities.

Jen drops her head on to her arms on the table. Angela flickers another small smile.

Scene 4 – Intro the old couple

Irene

Frank, Frank where are you? Frank!

Frank

Here in the lounge.

Irene

What are you doing in here?

Frank 

Just reading the paper, why? What’s wrong?

Irene

I need you to open this jar.

Frank

A jar? All that shouting for a jar?

Irene

Well I need it done. Here.

Frank

That is a toughee.

Irene

Well that’s why I was shouting. Now open it, what are you a man or a mouse?

Frank

Don’t get narky, I am trying.

Irene

How hard? Come on, I need this open before the pan overboils.

Frank

Give me a chance.

Irene

Oh god there’s the pan over boiling now. I’ll be back in a minute, get it open.

Frank (mumled)

Bloody woman.

Frank picks up a spoon and leavers the edge of the jar. We here the pop as this breaks the air seal. Then he gets on with reading his paper again.

Irene

I hope you’ve opened that jar if your going to sit back and read the paper again.

Frank

I have, its there on the table.

Irene

Marvellous, thank you.

Frank

Is that all.

Irene

No, not at the moment.

Frank

Ok then.

Irene

Actually have you cut the grass yet?

Frank

I cut it yesterday, it cant have grown more then a millimetre or two.

Irene

It looks long, why don’t you cut it again.

Frank

Irene they aren’t going to be here for hours.

Irene

No harm in getting everything ready. They don’t come very often.

Frank

Its two millimetres tops.

Irene

That’s two millimetres to long, now go and cut it.

Frank

I’m reading the paper woman!

Irene

It won’t take long now go do it. I want everything to be perfect.

Frank

You know there is such a thing as too perfect.

Irene

Perfection is a based upon peoples individual perceptions.

Frank

My perception is that it is perfect.

Irene

Well mine is that it isn’t. Now I took today off to get ready, so go and cut the grass.

Frank

I’ll do it when I finish this article

Irene

The longer you read, the longer the grass gets.

Frank

The longer I leave it before I cut the grass the shorter it will be when they get here.

Irene glares at Frank sitting there.

Frank

I will mow the lawn after this article.

Scene 5 – Intro young couple

The young couple hug and continue to do so until stated.

Rachel

Hey how are you this morning?

The couple kiss.

Ben (yawning on second sentence)

Better now. Bit tired though

Rachel

That doesn’t work for you when we are having quiet nights at home, so it certainly isn’t going to work at 9am at the academy.

Ben

I’m not trying anything, I really am tired.

Rachel

Bad nights sleep baby?

Ben

Had to get a ton of work done.

Rachel

Silly boy, should have got it done earlier.

Ben

I couldn’t. Not unless I neglected my gorgeous girlfriend.

The couple kiss again.

Ben

Or told my boss to go and shove his croissants where the sun doesn’t shine, but then I wouldn’t be able to do nice things for my girlfriend.

Rachel

If it effects your work, you don’t have to do as many nice things for me.

Ben

But I like to.

Rachel

Your so cute when you say stuff like that.

The couple kiss again.

Ben

I know, its part of my natural charm. I ooze it. Maybe could bottle and sell my ooze and then I could leave my job.

Rachel laughs softly.

Rachel

You would have to think of a better ay to market your ooze.

Ben

Yeh, I suppose. Do you want to meet up and do something at lunch?

Rachel

Yeh. How about we meet up and have lunch?

Ben

Sounds like a plan Batman.

Rachel

Who’s your first class with?

Ben

Frederico, he is going to kill me when he sees my work.

Rachel

And she is going to kill you again if you fall asleep in his class.

Ben

I know.

Rachel

Anyway sleepyhead, I need to get off to class, and so do you.

Ben

Cant we just stay here. I could sleep on your….

Ben looks down at Rachel’s breasts.

Rachel (knowing what he was about to say)

On my shoulder? I’m afraid not, I gotta go. I’ll see you at lunch hunny.

Ben

Ok then.

Ben yawns and turns around, heading off for his class, he walks past a room by abut 6 paces. Then walks backwards 6 places, turns to face the door, yawns and opens the door.

Scene 6 – Intro the bar friends

Barman

So where’s John? Its half past 6 and he’s normally here by 6.

Christian

He’ll be here within the next 5 minutes.

Barman

You said that 20 minutes ago.

Christian

Well this time I can say it with confidence.

Barman

You sounded confident enough 20 minutes ago.

Christian

Ok, I bet that he is here in the next 5 minutes.

Barman

Oh I see, and what are you proposing to bet?

Christian

If he isn’t here in the next 5 minutes then I will pay double your already extortionate prices for our first round. If he is here in the next 5 minutes then you give us our first round free?

Barman

Done.

Christian

You have been.

Barman

What?

Christian

Just start pouring those pints.

Barman

But he isn’t here yet, it will go flat.

Christian whistles loudly.

Christian

Its good to come on in now!

John walks in and he and Christian burst in to broad smiles.

Barman

You cheeky ………….

John

Now now, I thought you were trying to entice more of a family atmosphere. How are those pints coming along.

The barman slams the pints on the bar and walks off.

Christian

He was bound to fall for that one. When I got your text I saw a golden opportunity.

John

And what a well executed pass at the opportunity.

The friends raise there glasses.

John

To cunning plans.

Christian

No. To the mobile phone and all its benefits.

The Friends laugh.

Christian

So how was your day.

John

Hectic as usual.

Christian

More hectic then usual I presume to make you half an hour late.

John

Yeh, But its all money. Some of us have to work for a living.

Christian

Just because I was left a lot of money.

John

I believe the term for use is silver spoon.

Christian

Don’t worry you’ll have plenty of time to join me.

John

When?!?!

Christian (with a grin)

When you retire.

John

Great, some 40+ years away. Who’s to say you wont have been hit by a bus before then?

Christian

You would wish being hit by a bus upon a friend.

John

Depends on who you’ve left your money too.

Christian

A cats home.

John

And who does it go to if, say, the cats home blew up?

Christian

I would say an orphanage, but with the reign of terror you’re plotting I would fear for their safety.

The friends burst in to grins and chuckling.

Scene 7 – Intro singer’s girlfriend

Lucy

Hey you.

Liam

Hey

The couple kiss

Lucy

So what are you doing tonight?

Liam

I’ve got band practice

Lucy

Typical

Liam

But that’s gunna finish at 7 and then I am free as a bird.

Lucy

Oh good. We haven’t done anything in ages. Theres a new film out I want to go and see.

Liam

Is it a horror film?

Lucy

No

Liam

An action film?

Lucy

No

Liam

A family comedy?

Lucy

Look you know its not!

Liam

So it’s a chick flick. Fantabulous.

Lucy

Look we haven’t done anything in ages and this is something I really want to go and see.

Liam

Calm down, I’m only messing. Of course we must go to the cinema to see this film.

Lucy

Good.

Liam

I have a free house tonight…

Lucy

And?

Liam raises his hand to play with Lucy’s hair.

Liam

Well you know….after the film I thought maybe.

Lucy pushes his hand away

Lucy

Lets see how well you behave at the cinema.

Liam

Ooo feisty….so what you got next?

Lucy

??????? with Irene.

Liam

F-U-N, FUN! I bet your looking forward to that.

Lucy

Just because you don’t get her work in on time.

Liam

That’s cos I spend too much time thinking about my beautiful girlfriend.

Liam goes in for another kiss and gets turned down.

Lucy

More like your band…anyways, I gotta get moving. See you later babe.

Lucy turns about and goes to walk off.

Liam

No goodbye kiss?

Lucy looks over her shoulder.

Lucy

You’ll just have to wait.

Lucy turns back and keeps walking. Her thong is visible above her jeans. We can see Liam following it.

Liam (with a sigh)

Looks like I’ll just have to wait.

Scene 8 – Lunch with dysfunctional couple

Anne

What are you doing?

Frederico

Having lunch. What do you think?

Anne

Did you think I was just going to forget about this morning?

Frederico

Well I had hoped you would have seen sense.

Anne

Don’t be so flippant! Why did you not come home till 2?

Frederico

We’ve been over this.

Anne

No you’ve given me a weak explanation that I don’t believe, there’s a difference.

Frederico

Why cant you believe it?

Anne

Well you have to admit that its not usual for someone to forget their own anniversary meal with their parents in law.

Frederico

It was an honest mistake.

Long Silence 

Anne

Fine. Fine I’ll accept it. But once more and that’s it.

Frederico

Well I’m glad you finally believe me.

Long Silence

Frederico

How were your parents last night?

Anne

By marriage their yours to. How did you think yours would react in that situation?

Frederico

So your dad went mad?

Anne

Dam right he did, I would avoid him from now on if I were you.

Frederico

And your mum?

Anne

A little less annoyed.

Frederico

Really?

Anne

Well she only wants your to put your balls through a mincer while you watch, so it’s a little less heavy.

Frederico

I see. That could be painful.

Anne

Yes, so don’t muck up again. Now what are you having for lunch

Frederico

The boiled eggs in the fridge and some ham.

Anne

Have you already eaten the eggs?

Frederico

Yeh, why?

Anne

They’ve been in their a while.

Frederico

How long?

Anne

A couple of weeks.

Frederico

Oh god.

Anne

Suppose its gods way of making you pay for last night.

Frederico

Very funny, now if you’ll excuse me I have an urgent meeting with a toilet bowl.

Scene 9 – Young couple lunch break

Rachel

Hey baby.

The couple kiss

Ben

Hey

Rachel

How was your class with Frederico?

Ben

Terrible. I spent the whole lesson pinching myself to stay awake, just look at my arm.

Ben produces his arm to display lots of small red marks.

Rachel

Do you want me to kiss it better?

Ben looks down at the floor.

Ben

You know I also pinched my….

Rachel

No you didn’t.

Ben

Worth a try. Have you got this afternoon off?

Rachel

You know I always do.

Ben

Cool, my classes have been cancelled so I thought we could go and do something.

Rachel

What are you suggesting?

Ben

Well we could….

Rachel

Actually just skip to the second option.

Ben

Go to the park and watch the world go by?

Rachel

That’s quite romantic.

Ben

I might fall asleep though, clouds look a lot like sheep with no legs, and if I end up counting them….Well I make no promises to stay awake.

Rachel

Lovely.

Ben

It’s the thought that counts.

Rachel

We only tell you that so you wont worry.

Ben

Do you want to do something else?

Rachel

No that will be fine, any time with you is nice.

Ben

Have you bought a bottle of my ooze?

Rachel

No, must have rubbed off on me earlier.

Ben

How were your classes earlier?

Rachel

Fine. Handed in all the relevant work. What did Frederico say about your work?

Ben

Nothing.

Rachel

I thought it wasn’t your best piece, to put it mildly?

Ben

It wasn’t. But someone asked me to take theirs up as well so I hid mine underneath. He wasn’t paying much attention. He didn’t flick through it like he has been doing recently

Rachel

That’s lucky

Ben

I know. Anyway, lets get some lunch and head off.

Rachel

Ok then.

Scene 10 – Old couple with grandkids

Irene

They’re here Frank. Frank did you hear me?

Frank

Yes dear I am just coming.

Irene

Well hurry up they’re here. Look that’s them at the door.

Frank

10 seconds either way wont make a difference Irene.

Irene

Anyone would think you didn’t care.

Irene opens the door.

Irene

Hello dear how are you?

In the background Frank can be heard counting down loudly from 5 to 1. as he reaches 2 he turns the corner and comes in to the hallway and on 1 he I standing beside Irene.

Frank

See it wasn’t even 10 it was 5.

The daughter

What?

Irene

Don’t worry dear.

Irene glares turns and glares at Frank.

Frank

How are you darling?

The daughter

Good thanks, Mikes just bringing some stuff from the car.

Frank starts counting down from 10, but quickly stops when he gets hit in the arm by Irene who then lets out a flicker of a smile. Their daughter looks at them with a puzzled expression.

The son in law

Hello Frank, Irene.

Irene

Hello there.

Frank

Need a hand with anything?

The son in law

No you’re alright, I have everything under control.

Irene (to the children)

So who wants some carrot sticks and some water?

The two children turn to look at each other blankly.

Irene

Of course there is an alternative of homemade cookies and milk but I wasn’t sure you would like that?

The two children now look at each other with glee and run past Irene to the Kitchen. Irene laughs

The daughter

Calm down you two.

Irene

They’re fine dear. Anyway come in, lets not spend our time on the doorstep.

Frank

Yes come in.

They all walk through to the lounge.

Scene 11 – Bar friends in bar

Christian

Late again, Jesus what’s going on with you?

John

Don’t start, just had a nightmare at work.

Christian

Same reason you were late the other day?

John

Nope worse.

Christian

Worse?!?! Care to share my old pal?

John

Got told just as I was sneaking out of the office 2 whole minutes early, that my boss wanted me to write up sales reports for the whole month, for tomorrow morning, and all the data is at work and I wasn’t going to lug home 12 sales books.

Christian

Ouch.

John

That’s what I’d be saying if I lugged home those sales books, its been a bumper month.

Christian

I see. I take it this isn’t going to be that final straw?

John

No, why would you think that.

Christian

Well I just wondered if it might have been the sales book that broke the camels back?

John

That is by far one of your most appalling jokes. And you reference me against a camel.

Christian

Oh come on cheer up. No need to get the hump.

John

That doesn’t make it any funnier Christian.

Christian

Ok, sorry.

Barman

Why the long face John?

Christian

We’re referencing him to a camel at the moment, we might do horses later, if so I will give you a shout.

Barman

What are you on Christian?

Christian

Life….and alcomohol! Two of your finest beer beverages bar keep.

Barman

O-K

John

Christian, have you ever thought you might be drinking two much?

Christian

Nope, my doctor says I am meant to drink over 2 litres a day. Granted he says water, but beer tastes better.

John smiles.

Scene 12 – Band practice

Liam

Well done people that was a good sesh…..we were off on a few bits but that’s the idea of practice

Jen

I still think we should just practice one song and concentrate on that for the competition.

Liam

No I think we should keep our options open. We might take to one better then the others, and then what happens if the one we chose is one we cant manage to get dead on?

Jeff

True

Jen

Yeh I suppose that just about makes sense.

Liam

Angela?

Angela smiles and shrugs.

Liam covering his mouth whispers out loud to Jeff.

Liam

Does she ever speak?

Jen

Oh ha. She doesn’t need to if she answers your question, which I believe she did, did she not?

Liam

Smart arse, was only joking.

Jen

I know.

Liam

Yet you replied for her?

Jen

Yes.

Liam

That was rhetorical, not so smart now.

Jen

How are you doing in Irenes class?

Liam (blanking the jibe)

Right that’s all. We are finished for the night so you can all fuck off home.

Scene 13 – Old couple husband painting porch

Irene

Frank! What are you doing?

Frank

Well I am holding a paintbrush with paint on it and I am standing on a ladder on our porch, so I think I might be ironing.

Irene

Sarcasm is the lowest form of wit

Frank

I apologise, now hat do you want I am a tad busy.

Irene

That’s precisely the point why are you doing this, your old, its too much strain, this is something we can get the Donnovans boy to do for a bit of money.

Frank

But it needs to be done.

Irene

Yes but not urgently.

Frank

But yesterday it was ultra important I did all my jobs.

Irene 

That’s because we were having a very rare appearance from our daughter and her family.

Frank

So I don’t need to do this?

Irene

Well it needs to be done, and you’ve started now, cant leave it half done.

Frank 

So you want me to get this finished?

Irene

Yes

Frank

Which as what I was doing before you interrupted me?

Irene

Yes

Frank

Ok, anything else then or shall I get on with it?

Irene

No that’s it.

Frank

Ok then.

Irene

Actually

Frank

Yes dear?

Irene

What do you want for dinner?

Frank

I don’t mind, you decide.

Irene

How about roast chicken?

Frank

I don’t mind.

Irene

Pork chops?

Frank

I honestly don’t mind

Irene

How about just tomato soup and sandwiches?

Frank swings around while on the ladder, and not paying attention he falls off the ladder to the ground. As he falls he says:

Frank

I really really really don’t …………..

Irene

Frank! Frank are you ok?

Frank

Just dandy

Irene

Don’t be so stubborn, can you get up?

Frank

Of course I can.

Frank trys to get up but puts his back out  further still and collapses back to the floor.

Frank

Ok maybe I can’t.

Irene

Well I cant move you on my own. I’ll go and get the Donnovans to help.

Frank (under his breath to himself)

Oh great, as if they don’t think us senile already.

Irene goes of to get help, while Frank lies there on the porch. After a while he puts his hands on his chest.

Scene 14 – Young couple afternoon

Rachel

Isn’t this romantic, looking up at the sky, watching the clouds go by overhead.

Long pause

Rachel

What do you think that one looks like?

Pause, no reply.

Rachel

Ben?

Pause, no reply.

Rachel sits up and looks at Ben. He is asleep on the grass.

Rachel (talking to herself)

Why couldn’t you think of anything but sheep?

Rachel lies back down, then she jabs at Ben with her finger. He wakes up startled. Rachel pretends she didn’t do anything.

Ben

What was that?

Rachel

I was just asking what you thought that cloud looked like.

Ben

Umm. A cloud.

Rachel

Imaginative today aren’t we?

Ben

Fine, a sheep.

Rachel 

Lets not go down that route.

Long pause.

Rachel

Its so peaceful here.

Ben (yawning)

I know I could almost fall asleep.

Rachel

Lets take a walk round the park.

Ben

Cant we just lie here 10 more minutes?

Rachel

That’s what you ask your mum at the weekends before falling asleep again. Come on get up and lets go for a walk.

Rachel sits up, and gets to her feet, reaches down and pulls at Bens arm to get him up. He try’s to restrain a little.

Ben

Just a bit longer?

Rachel

No come on, you could do with some fresh air and exercise to help you wake up.

Ben

But I can get the fresh air down here. Its better air down here. Firmen say that the bad air at house fires rises, and the air at ground level is the best.

Rachel

We aren’t in a burning building.

Pause

Rachel

Come on, get up.

Ben sits up, and then he gets to his feet.

Ben

Fine.

Scene 15 – Bar friends in bar 2

John

Games about to start and he’s not here yet. Has he been in today already?

Barman

Nope, sorry John, cant say he has.

Christian

Hola mis amigos.


John

There you are, where have you been? Was worried you weren’t going to show for the match.

Christian

How could you doubt that I would come down to watch the match with my old pal. Oh and I am touched that you were so fraught with worry.

John

You know what I meant.

Christian

Una cerveza por favor.

Barman

You what?

John

Oh he’s doing these Spanish lessons to impress a girl he met last week.

Christian

Yes, a beer please.

Barman

I see.

Christian

I hope so, I don’t want half my pint in the glass and half over the counter from where you missed the glass with the tap.

Barman

Droll.

John

So how are things going with her?

Christian

Not too bad, thanks for asking. Been on a few dates. Just taking things slow.

John

So your not getting any yet then?

Christian Drops his head in to his arms

Christian

No.

John pats Christian on the back

John

Don’t worry it will come soon.

Christian

Interesting choice of words.

Long silence, while both watch a small TV screen above the bar. They continue to converse without looking down from the TV.

John

Are you particularly fussed about the game?

Pause

Christian

Not particularly.

Pause

Christian

Although it is captivating me for no apparent reason. I don’t support either team.

Pause

John

Neither do I.

Pause

Christian

Fancy a game of pool?

Pause

John

Sure

Pause

Christian

Ok then.

Pause

John

Right now?

Pause

Christian

After these.

Christian holds up his pint.

Pause

John

Ok then.

Christian finishes his pint in one.

Pause

Christian

Ok then.

Pause

John

So now?

Pause

Christian

Yeh.

Pause

John

Ok.

With that John downs his pint, and the pair stand up while still fixated on the TV screen and walk over to the pool table.

Scene 16 – Young couple at drama school

Rachel

Hey you.

The couple kiss.

Ben

Hi.

Rachel

I enjoyed our time at the park yesterday.

Ben

Yeh it was nice. We should do it again some time.

Rachel

Indeed. But I was going to see if you wanted to go to the cinema later?

Ben

Yeh sure, I really should get some work done first though.

Rachel

That’s fine, we can catch a late showing.

The couple kiss again.

Ben

What do you want to go and see?

Rachel

I don’t mind, most of the films out at the moment are good.

Ben

Ok cool, maybe we could get seats in the back row.

Rachel

Yes I always think they have the best view.

Ben

So do I.

Rachel

When do you think you will have your work done?

Ben

I might just leave the work till tomorrow.

Pause while the couple look at each other.

Rachel

No, come on, lets not have a repeat of your work for Frederico, you were exhausted.

Ben

I know, but I wont be able to concentrate on anything but the clock.

Rachel

Well you will have to try harder.

Ben

Maybe if I was offered a reward as an incentive?

Rachel

Fine I will offer you a reward.

Ben (shocked at the reply)

Really?

Rachel

Yes I will buy you a tub of popcorn.

Ben

Oh.

Rachel

A night out with your girlfriend and free popcorn not good enough?

Ben

No, that will be fine.

Rachel

So what time?

Ben

About 6?

Rachel

And how much work do you expect me to believe you will have done by then. Not enough to warrant the popcorn that’s for sure.

Ben

Fine about 7.

Rachel

I will be around at 8.

Ben

Fine.

Scene 17 – Dysfunctional husband at work

Frederico

Right, there’s the bell so that’s where we are going to call it a day. Good workshop everyone, especially you guys Jeff, Jen.

Jen

Thanks

Jeff

Yeh thanks.

Jen

Was there anything that we could improve on at all?

Jeff (under hi breath)

Brown nose.

Frederico

Nothing major. We can get it sorted next session.

Jen

Ok then.

Jeff

Yeh, fantastic. Come on Jen we’ve got to go get some practice in, I booked out a room.

Frederico

Practice?

Jeff

Yeh our band is going in for the talent contest.

Frederico

Is that the K93 contest?

Jeff

Yeh

Frederico

A good prize for that. Are you feeling confident?

Jeff

I dunno, our practice sessions are coming along well.

Frederico

Hope I wont be losing two of my best actors to a career in music?

Jen

No its more of a side thing.

Frederico

Well that’s good. I will have to come down and offer up my support.

Jeff

Cheers. Anyway we really better be going, come on Jen.

Jen

Do you need help putting anything away Frederico?

Frederico

No no, go on you need all the practice you can get to ensure your best chance.

Jen

Ok then.

Jeff

Come on then Jen. Thanks Frederico.

Frederico

That’s ok, break a leg.

Jeff

That’s not very nice.

Jen drops her head back in dismay.

Jen

It’s a way of saying good luck.

Jeff

Oh.

Pause

Jeff

Cheers.

Scene 18 – Old couple wife looking after husband

Irene

How are you doing Frank?

Frank

Fine dear, no need to keep fussing over me.

Irene

Ok, so what were you thinking of doing in bed today?

Frank

Well I thought I would have a read of the paper, do the crosswords and maybe write some more of my memoirs.

Irene

So nothing important?

Frank

Well nothing that is vitally urgent no. Why?

Irene

Well I still haven’t had time to put the photos from our Europe trip last year in to the Album.

Frank

I am not putting those in. Everytime I do photos you complain because I never get them in the right order.

Irene

I promise I wont complain.

Frank

No, no I would be much happier just to stick with my original plan for the day.

Irene

Oh please, I haven’t had a chance and I wont have time for ages. So seeing as your laid up and cant do much.

Frank

But I will get it all wrong.

Irene

You wont.

Frank

I will, I know I will. And you will just get annoyed.

Irene

You wont.

Frank

And how are you so sure.

Irene pulls out the photos and an empty album.

Irene

Because I have numbered all the photos in order on the backs. So you just need to follow the order going from left to right row by row on each page.

Frank

Irene! If you had time to do all that you had time to put them in the album in the first place.

Irene

Well this way you’re kept from boredom.

Frank

I highly doubt that putting photos in to and album is actually going to keep me from boredom, is anything…..

Irene 

Of course it will stave off boredom.

Frank

But I wasn’t bored, I already had stuff planned to do.

Irene

But that stuff wasn’t urgent.

Frank

And this is?

Irene

Oh please, just do this for me.

Frank

But I really don’t want to.

Irene

Please?

Frank

Fine.

Irene grabs the pen and newspaper from Franks hands

Irene

Good I knew you would help out.

Frank

Hey leave that here.

Irene

Don’t worry, sorting those will take a while, this would just be a distraction.

Frank

Foiled!

Scene 19 – Young couple cinema

Rachel

Right you go and get the tickets and I will go and get your reward ok?

Ben

Yeh sure.

The couple kiss.

Ben

Can I have two tickets for the 8.30 showing please.

Till Guy

Sure that’s $15 please.

Ben hands over the money.

Ben

There you go.

Till Guy

Enjoy the film.

We then swap to Rachel who is getting popcorn and drinks, and then takes it to the food till.

Food Till Girl

That’s $8 please.

Rachel hand over the money.

Rachel

Thanks.

The couple meet up again. They kiss

Rachel

As you have been such a good boy I have another reward for you.

Ben

Really?

Rachel

Of course.

Ben

And what is this reward? Shall we just skip the film?

Rachel

Down boy. I got you a drink as well.

Ben

I see.

Rachel smiles and kisses Ben on the forehead.

Rachel

Come on or we’ll miss that start.

The two begin to walk, Rachel more quickly then Ben.

Ben

It’ll still be the trailers.

Rachel

Doesn’t matter, come on.

The couple get to the screen and find their seats. Ben pretends to yawn and stretch and puts his arm around Rachel.

Rachel

That’s an old one.

Ben

The old ones are the best. Now where’s that popcorn?

Rachel

Here.

Rachel hands the tub to Ben.

Ben

How much have you had?

Rachel

Just a bit, it was a small box to start.

They smile, and settle down to watch the film.

Scene 20 – Bar friends at BBQ

John

Christian mate, over here

Christian

You’re the FIREman then?

John

Well I’m running the BBQ but not very well, so we might actually need a fireman later.

Christian

Doesn’t look that bad.

John skewers and item on the BBQ and picks it up  to show it to Christian. Its completely charred.

John

You think so?

Christian

Well at least no one will get food poisoning.

Long pause while the two, survey the party.

Christian

So who are all these people?

John

There all people from the local drama school.

Christian

Right. And why are they here?

John

Oh yeh that might help you understand. Maggie’s throwing a party for them, a thank you, all these guys helped in one of her community programmes.

Christian

Oh I see. So these are students who actually do stuff for others. I thought students are all meant to be drunken lazy shurkers. There goes my plan of becoming a mature student.

Two good looking female students walk past the BBQ.

Christian

Although on second thoughts it does still have some plus points.

John

Down boy, there half your age.

Christian

That doesn’t matter, I might just need two instead of one.

John gives Christian a look of pity.

Christian

So anyway where is Maggie?

John

She had to pop down the shops to get some more burgers and rolls.

Christian

Got any beer?

John

It’s a party for students.

Christian

So….?

John

So of course we have beer. Just open the lid to that bin.

Christian points to a large bin.

Christian

This one?

John

Yeh.

Christian opens the lid and his mouth drops, he drops to his knees and hugs the bin.

Christian

Thank you lord.

John smiles as Christian gets back up, pulls out 2 cans of beer out of the ice inside, and puts the lid back on.

Christian

What an idea.

John

Your telling me you have never seen that done before?

Christian

No. But it is genius. Now if you will excuse me this mature student is going to mingle.

John

Your not a student.

Christian

No but I am mature. And young ladies like that.

John

Yeh sure, and there really were weapons of mass destruction in Iraq.

Scene 21 – Dysfunctional couple dinner

Frederico

Hi dear, whats for dinner?

Anne

Just leftovers.

Frederico

Again?

Anne

We cant afford to waste.

Frederico

True, but hopefully soon we will, there’s a possible shake up at the drama school so as a one of the younger members of staff I might be in line to keep my job and move up.

Anne

Well that would be good.

Frederico

Don’t look to excited.

Anne

Well isn’t it just as likely that you might be one of those to lose out in this shakeup?

Frederico

Well technically yes.

Pause

Frederico

But I have a better chance because I am young.

Anne

And a worse chance because you don’t have as much experience.

Frederico

Why are you so negative?

Anne

Because nothing is certain Frederico. Especially when it comes to you.

Frederico

What do you mean?

Pause

Frederico

What have I done?

Long pause.

Anne

Well just look at our anniversary dinner as just one example.

Frederico

I thought we had discussed this?

Anne

We have but you asked for an example.

Frederico

I just don’t see why you cant be happy, hopeful even.

Anne

Have you not been listening to what I have said?

Frederico

Of course I have.

Anne

Well you obviously haven’t, it isn’t certain.

Frederico

Yes, but there is a good chance.

Anne

That’s just it. It’s a chance. Nothing more.

Frederico

But it’s a good chance.

Anne

That depends on whether they are looking to keep on youth or experience. And neither of us can read their minds, we don’t know what they will be after.

Frederico

I have done a good job so far though. I cant see why they would get rid of me.

Anne

I am not saying they will but lets be honest. You’re a lot younger then some of them and that inevitably means you have less experience.

Frederico

So what?

Anne

So you should be more realistic, who is likely to be the better teacher? Someone with or without vast experience that they can pass on to the students?

Frederico

You just know how to bring me right to the ground.

Anne

I am sorry that I was brought up to be prudent but I just cant share you hope.

Frederico

Fine.

Pause

Frederico

Lets just forget about it and have dinner.

Scene 22 – Old couple intimate dancing

Irene

Frank! Frank, what are you doing?

Frank

Just watching some TV dear.

Irene turns off the TV.

Frank

What are you doing?

Irene walks across to the stereo and puts on a CD.

Irene

I thought we could listen to some music from the old days and reminisce.

Frank

Right.

Lets face the music and dance by Frank Sinatra comes on through the speakers.

Irene

Remember this?

Frank

How can I forget. Its……

Pause

Irene

Typical. It’s the song we first danced to.

Frank

Ahh yes.

Long Pause.

Frank gets up and offers his hand to Irene.

Frank

Shall we?

Irene

Should you be offering in your condition?

Frank

What condition?

Irene

With your back?

Frank

My back is fine now.

Irene 

Perhaps something a little slower.

Irene goes over to the stereo and puts another track on. It’s A kiss to build a dream on by Louis Armstrong. Frank offers his hand out. And the two come close together and begin to dance.

Irene

Do you remember these days. I used to love going to the dance halls.

Frank

I used to go to them just to see you.

Irene

You still have your charm then.

Frank

And you still have your looks.

Irene

I don’t think you will ever lose your charm.

Frank

I hope not, I haven’t got much else to offer.

Irene smiles.

Irene 

I still remember our first kiss.

Frank

Truly a kiss to built a dream on.

Irene

And we are still continuing with that dream.

Frank

And LONG may it continue.

Scene 23 – Young couple phone

Bens phone is ringing, he takes it out of his pocket, looks at the number on the screen and answers it.

Ben

Hi Babe

Rachel

Just thought I would phone, to say I enjoyed the cinema and to see how you are. Didn’t see you at the academy today.

Ben

Yeh, I overslept.

Rachel

It wasn’t that late a night was it?

Ben

I just had a little more work to do when I got back.

Rachel

Did you actually do any work before we went out?

Ben

I got a little distracted…quite a few times.

Rachel

Oh Ben, you promised, and you still accepted your reward, knowing you didn’t deserve it.

Ben

I’m sorry.

Rachel

Don’t apologise to me. Its your work that your putting on the line.

Ben

I know. But its done now, and it’s almost the weekend. Was wondering if you fancied going to the cinema again after I have finished at the bakery?

Rachel

Ok, but only because I know you don’t have any work to get done.

Ben

Ok. There that new romantic comedy that’s just come out.

Rachel

I thought you weren’t a big fan of romantic comedies.

Ben

Make it my apology to you for taking the reward without deserving it.

Rachel

A bit like a punishment….Ok then.

Ben

Good, I finish at early on Saturday at 4 so I will see you at the cinema at about 5ish?

Rachel

Sure I’ll be there.

Ben

Great, I will see you then. Oh, how were your classes?

Rachel

Same old stuff, you know, work. Something you don’t seem to be doing much of lately.

Ben

From next week, you wont recognise me, I’ll be the biggest swat in school.

Rachel

Not sure I like that idea 100% but I suppose it is an idea.

Ben

Anyways I’ll speak to you again later. Love you babe.

Rachel

Love you to hunny.

Scene 24 – Bar friends at bar 3

Christian

Thanks for inviting me to that party. It was a laugh.

John

Yeh it was and that’s all right.

Long pause.

John

I have a question and I need a straight answer.

Christian

Shoot, but not to kill.

John

It’s a bit personal but I just wanted to make sure.

Pause.

Christian

Right so….?

John

Did you get up to anything with any of the girls at the party?

Christian

No.

Pause

Christian

Why?

John

Well when me and Maggie went upstairs later we found our bed had been used as it were.

Christian

I see.

John

Its just we could be in big trouble if the drama school found out. We weren’t even meant to offer incentives for the pupils to help out on the project.

Christian

You mean the party?

John

Exactly.

Christian

I see, lets hope no one finds out.

John

Lets hope.

Christian

Students are smart these days. They’ll have used contraception.

John

So what?

Christian

Well at least there wont be a pregnant girl out there giving it away.

John

Fantastic, but that is pretty low on my worry list.

Scene 25 – Old couple wife and dysfunctional couple husband at work (drama school) 

Frederico

You wanted to see me Irene?

Irene

Yes I did. How long have you been at the academy now Frederico?

Frederico

About 18 months. I still remember my first day. You took me as the new teacher under your wing, you have been a good friend.

Irenes head drops gravely as she stands looking out of the window

Irene

And how have you enjoyed your tiem with us?

Frederico

Its be good, fun, and given me some valuable teaching experience.

Irene sits back down at her desk.

Irene

Well I am glad. I take it your aware that there is a shake up of staff at the moment?

Frederico

Yes. I presume that’s why you called me in.

Irene

Quite. The board have come to some final decisions.

Frederico

Well that’s good. I’ll be happy to find out what the future entails.

Irene

I am afraid you may not.

Frederico (startled)

What do you mean?

Long pause.

Irene

Its bad news Frederico.

Frederico

That’s all right, I can live without a promotion.

Irene

I am afraid that its worse. We are going to have to let you go as of the end of the month.

Frederico

But why?

Irene

The board felt that although you have done an excellent job in the past 18 months, that you didn’t have enough experience to warrant keeping you on over some of the other members of staff.

Frederico

But I am good! And young, with lots of energy to give to workshops.

Irene

I am afraid it’s a case of youth vs experience

Frederico

But what am I going to do? I love this job.

Irene

I am afraid your going to have to find a new one. I am so sorry Frederico.

Pause

Irene

If there was anything I could do.

Frederico

I know, I know. But the end of the month, its such a short period of time. And there is the mortgage and everything else to consider. I cant afford to be out of work.

Irene

The academy will of course give you a redundancy package, which should help to cover any period of time in which you are seeking a job.

Frederico

18 months and a rapport with the students.

Pause

Frederico

Just gone. Just like that.

Irene

I know it must be a lot to take in.

Long pause

Irene

I am so sorry. I wish I wasn’t the one who had to tell you, they just passed it on for me to deal with. If it were up to me….

Frederico

I know. You’re a good friend Irene. Thank you.

Long pause

Irene

Are you going to be ok?

Frederico stands up.

Frederico

I’ll be fine, just got to start looking for another job. So if you will excuse me….

Frederico turns and heads for the doorway

Irene

Wait!

Frederico turns and walks back to the desk where Irene is rummaging through paperwork.

Irene

This is an outline of the redundancy package that you will receive. There are a few forms that need to be filled out and returned. But take your time.

Frederico

Thanks

Scene 26 – Band practice 2

Liam

That sounded good people. I think we are getting the hang of that one. How do you guys feel?

Jeff (grumbles)

Hungry

Jen

Is that all you can think about?

Angela and Liam smile.

Jeff

I skipped breakfast and didn’t have much money for lunch.

Jen

Well that’s your fault.

Jeff

Skipping breakfast or not having money for lunch?

Jen

Both. Anyway I agree we are getting the hang of that one, but I still think the first tune was better.

Jeff

Yeh I agree, I preffered that one, cant we just practice that one only?

Liam

We could, but I still think we would be better off practicing a few just to keep safe. I mean what if they want an encore?

Angela smiles.

Jen

It’s a talent show, not a gig.

Liam

You never know, if we win they might.

Jeff

True.

Liam

Anyway lets take a break.

Jeff

I agree. Anyone got any food.

Jen

Predictable. Hang on I might have a packet of crisps.

Jeff

Anything will do. Even a packet of tic tacs.

Liam

An incredibly healthy diet.

Jeff

A rock and roll diet.

Jen chucks a packet of crisps at Jeff.

Jeff

Ready salted? Don’t suppose you have salt and vinegar?

Jen

Do I look like a vending machine?

Liam

If you don’t want them I’ll have them.

Jeff

No no, your alright. Ready salted will suffice.

Jen

So how are things with Lucy Liam?

Liam

Yeh not to bad, cant believe its coming up 6 months. She is a little peeved at the amount of time the band is taking up, but not excessively annoyed.

Jen

Well make sure you spend some quality time with her.

Liam

I do. We have regular quality time.

Jen

Not that sort of quality time. I mean spending some time showing you appreciate her. Going to the cinema or out for dinner.

Liam

Oh, that quality time.

Jen

Yes that quality time. Could you eat those any louder Jeff?

Jeff

I don’t know, I could give it a try.

Jen drops her head in frustration.

Liam

So should I do something big for our 6 month anniversary?

Jen

Well unless you are hoping to get dumped.

Liam

What do you suggest?

Jen and Angela look at each other.

Jen

Dinner?

Angela nods.

Liam

Right I’ll book a table at Joe’s.

Jen

I don’t think so.

Liam

Why? Joe’s is nice.

Jen

Exactly. But 6 months requires something more special.

Liam

Special means expensive doesn’t it?

Jen

Pretty much. Probably somewhere like Genarro’s.

Liam

That place is extortionate.

Jen

And she isn’t worth it?

Liam

Of course she is, but my wallet can’t afford it.

Jen

Well get thinking of something equally special then?

Liam

How about Dram?

Jen

Are you actually listening to what we are saying?

Liam

Well what then? What can I do that is special and affordable?

Long pause while Jen and Angela think.

Jen

Ok, I have an idea. You can go on a picnic in the park. Affordable and romantic. The perfect solution.

Jeff

But make sure you have a selection of crisps, because not everyone likes ready salted.

Jen sighs at Jeff’s comment.

Liam

Ok sounds like a plan.

Scene 27 – Dysfunctional couple have argument

Anne

Where have you been?

Frederico

Out.

Anne

I can smell you have been out.  You reek of alcohol.

Frederico

So what?

Anne

Its only just gone 8!

Frederico

So a man cant have a drink after work.

Anne

A drink yes, a barrel no!

Frederico

Well don’t worry because you were right!

Anne

What do you mean?

Frederico

I wont be drinking after work for much longer, because I lost my job. Happy now?

Anne

Of course I’m not happy.

Frederico pours himself another drink

Frederico

Difficult to please aren’t you!

Anne

Why would I be pleased?

Frederico

Pleased that you were right and I was wrong. Pleased that just like you said they kept on the tutors with more experience.

Anne

I just said that was the alternative to your theory on why they would keep you on!

Frederico

Well you were right!

Pause

Frederico

And as of the end of this month, yes the end of this exact month, I will have no job and we will have no stable income.

Anne

Oh god.

Frederico

There’s no use asking him for help, he’s not on the board.

Anne

Shut up! I don’t want to talk to you in this state.

Frederico

Why not?

Pause as the two lock eyes.

Frederico

Do you know what the funniest bit of all is. 18 months and this…..(Frederico holds up an envelope)…..This is what they give me.

Frederico throws the envelope to the table. And Anne instantly snatches it up and opens it taking out the contents. She studies them carefully.

Anne

But this is a pittance. We cant afford to live on this for very long.

Pause

Frederico

I know. Hilariouc isn’t it?

Frederico bursts in to mad psychotic laughter.

Anne

But what are we going to do?

Frederico

Nothing. Absolutely nothing. And do you want to know why that is?

Pause

Frederico

Its because there is nothing we can do. All I can do is look for another job.

Anne

But instead you go and blow money we now cant afford on getting smashed.

Frederico (with a soft smile)

Call it pain relief.

Anne

Pain relief nothing you need to grow up!

Frederico

Grow up?

Frederico bursts out in psychotic laughter once again.

Frederico

Don’t you see how perfect that would be? If I could grow up right now. To age instantaneously then I would with increased years, have increased experience. Then we wouldn’t be in this predicament.

Anne

I cant talk to you when your like this. Just get out.

Frederico

This is my dam house! I pay the mortgage!

Anne

And you wont be for much longer if you don’t sober up and get out job hunting!

Frederico

Fine! I am gone! And do you know what? That’s it! I am gone and I am not coming back!

Anne

Right now I couldn’t care less, so just go!

Scene 28 – Old couple on park bench/feeding ducks

Frank

Whats wrong Irene? You haven’t looked happy since you got home.

Irene

Well you remember Frederico? The nice young man I work with?

Frank

Yes, seemed a very nice chap.

Irene

Well the board told me they wanted to let him go.

Frank

Oh I see.

Irene

You don’t see everything yet.

Frank

What do you mean?

Irene

Well they asked me to let him know.

Frank

Oh god, does none of them have the guts?

Irene

It seems not.

Pause

Irene

It’s the first time I have ever had to let someone who has done a good job go. And he had become a friend of mine at work. The look on his face just tore threw me. I just wished there was something I could have done.

Frank

No need to beat yourself up over it. It wasn’t your decision.

Irene

I know, I know. I just cant get the picture of him after the news out of my head. It was a mix of desperation, despair and sadness all rolled in to one. I cant believe they forced me to sack a friend.

Frank

Its despicable. Why didn’t they get someone else to do it?

Irene

They said they were to busy to call him in, and it was my department to break the news as his senior colleague.

Frank

But why did they get rid of him?

Irene

Staff cut backs. The board thought there were too many tutors for the number of students and therefore wanted to cut back. As the person with the least teaching experience he was their prime candidate for a cutback.

Frank

It seems a tad unfair.

Irene

Well yes. He was an excellent teacher, regardless of his teaching experience, of lack of.

Frank

Well you cant hold yourself responsible. There was nothing you could do to help him.

Irene

I know.

Pause

Irene

I just wish there had been.

Scene 29 – Young couple boyfriend held at work, rushes to cinema
Ben

I’ve cleaned the ovens Mr Banster.

Mr B

Good I need you to come and serve, Joel burnt himself so had to go home.

Ben

But I need to get off on time today Mr Banster.

Mr B

Not if you want to keep your job you don’t!

Ben

But Mr Banster, I agreed it with you last weekend!

Mr B

I know but things change in the real world, I didn’t know that fool Joel was going to burn himself and have to go home did I?

Ben

Well no but…

Mr B

No buts. I need your help Joel, and while you keep taking a wage from me I expect you to offer that help.

Long pause while the two eye each other.

Mr B

I am sorry Ben. Its not as if you wont be paid overtime and it is only an extra 2 hours.

Long pause.

Ben

Fine but I need to make a phone call.

Mr B

I left my cell phone in the car, and haven’t paid the phone bill for the shop this month, so that has been disconnected. But if you have your cellphone then by all means go and make a phone call, but hurry up, I cant hold the tills alone all day.

Ben

Thanks Mr Banster.

Mr B

Just go and hurry up.

Ben runs off out the back. Finds his jacket and reaches in to the pocket, pulls out his phone, and realises the battery is dead.

Ben

Shit!

Mr B calls from the shop front.

Mr B

Language back there, we have customers in the shop.

Ben slides against the wall to the floor and put his head in his hands.

Ben

Christ what can I do?

We cut across to see Rachel putting on her makeup and getting ready. She gets in a taxi. And it drops her off at the cinema. She then stands about. Via clever filming it is made to show that as she is standing there time is passing, and after a while Rachel looks incredibly frustrated, angry and annoyed. She gets her mobile out and dials a number.

Rachel

Ben, where are you?!?! I have never been stood up in my life! This is so completely embarrassing. Have you any idea?!?! Why the hell have you done this to me?!?! I am glad this is your answer machine because I don’t think I could bare to speak to you right now! I am leaving the cinema, and I will be wanting an explanation at the very least! You’re an absolute asshole!

With that Rachel walks away from the cinema, and walks to the park, where she settles on a park bench and crys.

Back with Ben, he is keeping a close eye on the shop clock. Mr B goes around the front of the counter and closes and locks the shop door.

Mr B

Thank you Ben, I will make sure you get an extra bonus this month.

Ben

That’s ok Mr Banster. I hope you wont mind me shooting off and leaving you to clean up, but I really must go.

Mr B

That’s fine Ben. Sorry again for holding you back.

Ben

Thanks.

With that Ben runs out to the back, grabs his jacket, and bursts out the backdoor. He reaches his car (a pickup truck, all will be explained at the end) and jumps in and drives of out of the car park quickly. He drives to the cinema. Parks outside and runs in, but there is no sign of Rachel. He goes back out to the street and looks up and down, and all around for her. But she isn’t there. So he gets back in his car and drives off looking upset.

Scene 30 – Bar friends argue

John

You lied to me you son of a bitch.

Christian

Woe calm down mi amigo. What are we talking about?

John

You know full well what we are talking about!

Christian

No I really am unsure.

John

You told me that, you didn’t do anything with any of the girls at the party.

Christian

Ahh.

John

So you don’t deny it now.

Christian

Well no, I just thought it would stress you out.

John

Oh fantastic. Because I don’t look stressed now?

Christian

Well yes but….

John

She came around our house today, had lost some jewelerey. Maggie handed it over and talked to her about the incident. The girl said that it was…and I quote “an old guy”.

Christian

Charming.

John

This isn’t funny! The girl was so drunk or scared of Maggie that she couldn’t give her a description, so now Maggie and I have just had a blazing row because she thinks it was me! And its all your fault!

Christian

Just tell her it was me then.

John

I did, but she wont believe me because she thinks the story change appears to convenient.

Christian

Oh.

Long Pause.

Christian

Well I’m sorry mate.

John

Just shut up! Sorry is not going to cut it this time!

Christian

But I am sorry, I shouldn’t have lied to you in the first place. Is there anything I can do.

John

NO! It was you trying to help me that caused this.

Christian

Maybe if I talked to Maggie?

John

Are you actually trying to joke?

Christian

No I just….

John

Well don’t!

Christian

Ok.

John

I cant even bare to be in the same room as you right now, I am off.

Christian

Come on John, lets talk about this.

John

Fuck off!

John turns and strides for the door.

Christian

John, please, come on.

John shows his middle finger to Christian as he walks through the door.

Scene 31 – Band break up at band practice 3

Liam

What the hell are you doing?

Jeff

Using my artistic license.

Liam

It’s a fucking cover.

Jeff

So you can’t add you own bits to a cover?

Liam

Not when it means you go and fuck up the rhythm, you when completely out of time. You only have one job, to keep the tune in time.

Jeff

And that’s all I do, I am just trying to add a little more. I come up with original songs we can play instead of constantly playing covers. And we don’t play any of it.

Liam

I am sorry but nobody wants to hear songs about puberty.

Jeff

That was one song, one of many. How can they all be crap?

Liam

You wrote them, you tell me.

Jen

Look just calm down you two.

Jeff

Why? Every time I try to put anything in to the mixing pot it gets trashed.

Angela

Some of it has been bad.

Jeff

So your on his side?

Jen

She’s on no ones side. None of us have a side. 

Jeff

I think we do.

Jen

Now you’re just arguing for the sake of arguing.

Jeff

So this is all my fault then.

Jen

Well you’re keeping it going.

Jeff

I am just sticking up for myself.

Liam

Just shut up!

Jeff

You know what screw the lot of you. Go find a new drummer.

Jeff leaves the practice area.

Liam

Your not a drummer! You play bongos!

Jen

That was a bit harsh.

Liam

And you weren’t?

Jen

I was agreeing with you. I didn’t get personal.

Liam

All I asked of him was to keep a beat going that we can play to.

Jen

Well that probably gets a bit boring for him. He just wanted a bit of differentiation.

Liam

You were just agreeing with me.

Jen

Only about the stuff he had been writing being shit SO FAR!

Liam

And it probably always will be if he can’t keep a basic rhythm.

Jen

See what I mean. There’s no need to say that.

Liam

You know what. Lets call it a day there.

Jen

You know what lets call it a day permanently.

Liam

Fine.

Jen

You coming Angela?

Angela nods. And they leave Liam standing there all alone.

Scene 32 – Old couple dinner

Frank

This is lovely dear.

Irene

Thank you Frank.

Frank

I do love it when you cook beef, especially with all the trimmings.

Irene

I thought you would like that.

Long silence while the two eat.

Frank

Would you pass the salt please dear.

Irene

I am sorry but no.

Frank

Why not?

Irene

You don’t need any, its bad for you.

Frank

Who says?

Irene

I read it in a newspaper, apparently the average person tends to eat over the recommended daily allowance.

Frank

That just newspapers scare mongering.

Irene

Maybe your right but at our age we should take precautions.

Frank

How do you know if we are even at or above the average though. 

Irene

Are you saying we are abnormal?

Frank

You know what I meant.

Irene

Its still safer not to take the risk.

Frank

But I only want a small bit of salt.

Irene

That’s how it starts. And then all those little bits of salt will soon mount up in to an entire salt flat.

Frank

But if it is a recommended Daily allowance then I very much doubt I could build it up to an entire salt flat each day.

Irene

I am talking about each little bit over the daily allowance.

Frank

But I haven’t had any salt at all so far today.

Irene

What did you have for breakfast?

Frank

Cereals. Why?

Irene

They have salt in them.

Frank

No they don’t.

Irene

Yes they do.

Frank

No they….

Frank gets up and walks off to the kitchen. He comes back.

Frank

Ok fine. But that’s all the salt I have had today.

Irene

What did you have for lunch?

Frank

I had a sandwich.

Irene

Pre-package?

Frank

You know it was.

Irene

That has salt in it to.

Frank

Oh for gods sake.

Irene

Don’t take the lords name in vein Frank!

Frank

Sorry dear.

Long pause while Irene eats and Frank watches her.

Frank

Just a small amount of salt? That’s all I am asking for. A pinch. Even just a grain or two.

Irene

No.

Frank stretches for the salt. Irene reaches it first and brings it to her end of the table.

Frank

Fine

Frank gets up from the table and once more heads for the kitchen. He comes back and sprinkles a pinch of white granules on his food

Frank

You forgot about that small tub of salt on the side.

Irene continues to eat, Frank cuts a piece of beef and eats it. The smug look on his face quickly drops. Irene doesn’t look up from her food.

Irene

That’s sugar dear.

Frank drops his cutlery down on to the table.

Scene 33 – Band individuals moping

A scene with a series of clips of the band members moping around at various places not doing very much at all. The scene will start with a Angela practicing piano at home and then she will start to improvise from her practice in to an accompanying tune to the scene that will be overlaid on top of all the other silent clips.

Angela is sitting at her piano practicing, scales etc. After a while she starts to improvise (in reality it can be something that has been thought out, it needn’t be a real improvisation) a tune.

We then see Jen at home sitting on her sofa reading a book, maybe a musicians auto/biography.

Then we see Jeff with his head on folded arms sitting at a desk in his room, class books look to be scattered around him as he look at a ball of rubber bands.

Then we see Liam, sitting on a sofa looking bored, staring at a blank TV screen.

Back to Jeff who is now looking through cupboards in a kitchen, he pulls out a packet. We see it is a packet of salt and vinegar crisps, which he duly opens and starts to eat, he walks off but moments later comes back and shuts the cupboard door. He walks off again.

Then we are back watching Angela with her improvisation.

Then back to Liam who is still sitting there on the sofa, but is now playing on a games console, but still has a look of boredom on his face.

Now back to Jen, who is now in the kitchen making a sandwich, she finishes making it, puts it on a plate, leaves the kitchen and all the ingredients out on the side, walks back to the lounge to continue with her book, while eating her sandwich.

Back to Angela.

Back to Jeff, who is now throwing the ball of rubber bands up and down above him while he leans back on his computer chair, this clip finishes when Jeff starts bouncing the ball of rubber bands off the wall.

Now we are back with Liam, who is going to the toilet for a number one, standing framed by the doorway, as he has left the door wide open. All we see to let us know he is using the toilet is a small stream of liquid falling between his legs.

Back to Jen, who is looking thoroughly bored of her book, so she marks the page, shuts the book and picks up the remote for the TV.

Back to Angela.

Now Liam comes back from the toilet and collapses on to the sofa, and looks up at the ceiling.

No we are back with Jeff who is holding the ball of rubber bands in one hand and covering his eye with his other hand. Then he throws the ball of rubber bands in to his bin.

Penultimatly we find ourselves back with Jen, who has now fallen asleep curled up on the sofa with the TV still on.

Finally back to Angela for the finale of her improvisation.

Scene 34 – Singers girlfriend initiates

We are in Liam’s lounge and Lucy walks in. Sees Liam sleeping on the sofa with a magazine over his face. Then she sees his mobile. She picks up the phone and begins texting something.

We are then with Jeff, the text alert on his phone goes off. He takes the phone out of his pocket and reads it.

We switch to a view of the mobile screen with the text message on it. It reads:

Calling a temporary truce. Have something very important I need to discuss, more important then this feud. Need to talk urgently. Be round the garage in 20 mins!

We now see Jen finishing off reading the text on her phone. She looks up and to Angela who we hadn’t seen was there.

Jen

What do you think?

Angela shrugs. And there is a long pause.

Angela

Come on lets go and hear him out.

We are back in the garage where the band practiced. Angela and Jen are sitting down on items they have found in the garage, Jeff walks in.

Jeff

What are you doing here?

Jen

Same as you I should imagine.

Jeff

Where is he then?

Jen

Dunno, 20 minutes haven’t passed yet anyway.

Jeff

Well I’m not gong to go and get him.

Jen

Then just wait like us.

Suddenly Liam walks in to the garage looking back over his shoulder and calling to Lucy.

Liam

I really don’t feel like playing guitar for you now Lucy.

Liam looks round to see the band sitting about in the garage.

Liam

What are you lot doing here?

Jeff

You invited us, you tell us.

Lucy walks in behind Liam.

Lucy

Actually I got you all here.

Liam

Why?

Lucy

Just sit down and shut up.

Liam goes and sits down.

Lucy

Right, now as you know, Liam and I have been going out for 6 months now, and having him in this band has meant we haven’t had as much time together.

Liam

Which is why its good we broke up.

Lucy

No you don’t see. I am not having you lot break up after some silly little argument, after not being able to spend much time with you, when you are only days away from a big opportunity.

Liam

But…

Lucy

No buts! You lot are going to re-form or else.

Jeff

Or else what?

Lucy

Or else I wont be letting you out.

Lucy steps back from the garage, pulls the garage door down and locks it.

Liam jumps up and goes to the door. And Jeff drops his head.

Liam

Lucy! Lucy! Lucy come back and let us out.

Jen

I don’t think she is going to Liam.

Liam

Right, so we are going to have to pretend to work things out and she will let us out.

Jen

She’s a woman.

Liam

So?

Jen

So she isn’t stupid.

Long pause

Jen

Why don’t you to just work this thing out?

Liam

Because…

Jen

Because what? She’s right, it was a silly little argument. The band shouldn’t split up because of one little mistake, and it wasn’t as if Jeff was trying to mess things up, he was trying to help.

Jeff picks his head up.

Jeff

That’s right. I just thought I could try and make things better.

Liam sits down with his back to the door.

Jen

Can you at least realise that?

Long pause.

Liam

I do.

Jen

So why did we split up over it? Why not get back together?

Jeff

Yeh.

Jen

I am talking to you both Jeff.

Jeff

Oh.

Liam

I don’t know why.

Jen

I do.

Jeff

Why then?

Jen

Because your male. Males are immature and stubborn.

Jeff

Who are you calling immature Swotty.

Liam looks at Jeff and smiles.

Liam

I suppose we can be.

Jeff

Speak for yourself, I am the pinnacle of maturity.

Jen

Jeff if I give you some chocolate will you shut up?

Jeff

Yes.

Jen gets a bar of chocolate out of her bag and throws it to Jeff, who opens it and breaks a piece off, he offers it to Liam.

Jeff

A peace offering. I loved jamming with you guys.

Liam takes the piece of chocolate and looks at it.

Liam

Yeh sure.

Liam puts the chocolate in his mouth. Then he looks at the girls.

Liam

That’s if you two want to reform.

Jen and Angela exchange looks.

Jen

I think we are up for that.

The garage door unlocks and opens, and Liam falls on to his back, looking up at Lucy who has just opened the door.

Liam

Thanks.

Lucy

That’s ok.

Liam

I am afraid I cant play you a song right now, I need to practice, we have a big opportunity tomorrow.

Lucy smiles down at Liam.

Lucy

That’s alright, your rubbish without your group.

Liam sits up and looks at the others.

Liam

Charming! Anyway lets get on with this.

Scene 35 – Band back together
Liam

I’m sorry about all that mate.

Jeff

Yeh you should be, was just trying to make us a bit different.

Liam

Yeh, I know.

Jeff

Good

Pause

Jeff

And I am sorry that I mucked up the practice, and mainly that I didn’t let you know what I was gunna do first, so we would have avoided this.

Liam

That’s cool.

Liam offers his hand out to shake, but Jeff goes in for a man hug, which Liam reciprocates. Jen and Angela come in. They look at each other.

Jen

Are we interrupting?

Liam and Jeff come out of the hug and look embarrassed.

Liam

No not at all, just getting things straight again.

Jen

Looked more like you were getting things bent again.

Jeff

Shut up!

Liam

Anyway, the crowd look really warmed up already which will make it a bit easier.

Jeff

You’ve been out there already?

Liam

Just to get registered.

Jeff

Ahh.

Jen

Is anyone out their that we know?

Liam

A few of the guys from the Academy.

Jen

Frederico?

Liam (puzzled)

Nope not that I noticed, why?

Jeff

Have you got a crush on him, you really seem to want to impress him.

Jen

No I don’t. I was just wandering, he said he was going to come down and support us.

Liam

Well he’s not showed, sorry.

Jen

Oh well.

Liam

Right so are we all ready? Everyone’s heads screwed on? Everybody been to the toilet? Yada yada yada.

Jen

Well it would help if we all knew which of the songs we were actually going to perform.

Jeff

Yeh which one are we going to do Liam?

Jen

Sweet home Alabama?

Liam

Nope, I checked the list and one of the other bands has already picked that to play.

Jeff

So what we can do it better.

Liam

Maybe. But I think we would be better off giving the judges something they haven’t already heard.

Jen

So what?

Liam

Well I was thinking……

Drift off in to next scene.

Scene 36 – THE FINALE GRANDE (AMERICAN PIE - DON McLEAN)

This final scene is a musical cut, its where the band are playing in the bar at the talent show, and is inter cut with small snippets of scenes from all the other stories. *** will note the lyric around which each snippet should be introduced to the screen. If there are multiples of the same lyric, then they go in order, for instance the first one here relates to the first time it is sung in the song. This is just a guide for which snippets should be intertwined with the normal scene of the band playing at the contest, and should finish to rapturous applause. All snippets are filmed minus sound so as not to interfere with the song.

***Bad news on the door step

Police cars pulling up to the dysfunctional couples house, officers knock at the door, the dysfunctional couples wife answers, words are said, she breaks down on the doorstep.

***Chevy to the levey (continuing through) ***good old boys drinking whiskey and rhy

The dysfunctional couples husband is driving along a road swigging at a bottle in a brown paper bag. He stops at a bridge, exits the car, leaving the door open and lights on, walks around the bonnet to the edge of the bridge and looks down.

***and do you believe in rock and roll, can music save your mortal soul and, can you teach me how to dance real slow

Just an inter cut of shots showing that the singer and his girlfriend are looking lovingly at each other during the song.

***Well I know that your in love with him, cos I saw you dancing in the gym

Young couple girlfriend in the park on her own, 

***I was a lonely teenage bronking buck, with a pink carnation and a pick up truck, but I knew that I was out of luck

the boyfriend in his car stopped at the entrance to the park, visibly upset.

***Good old boys drinking whiskey and rhy

We see the bar the bar friends used to visit with their chairs at the bar empty.

First this will be the day that I die we see one of the bar friends sitting at home drinking

Second this will be the y that I die we see the other bar friend doing the same.

***Now for ten years we’ve been on our own and moss grows fat on a rolling stone

Old couple sitting together on a sofa snuggled up together, the wife asleep in the husbands arms as he watches a candle flicker on the lounge table with a look of contentedness towards life on his face.

***When the jester sang for the king and queen

We are seeing the band as normal but as the words king and queen come up, we flick to see the judges sitting at their table, one male and one female.

***In a voice that came from you and me

Another inter cut of the singer and his girlfriend looking in to each others eyes.

***Lenin read a book on marks

The two bar friends meet each other back in the bar both look sheepish, Christian has two pints and places one in front of john, a manly handshake is exchanged followed by a proper strong man hug.

***The court kept practice in the park

The boyfriend of the young couple finds the girlfriend in the park, sits on the bench next to her, and puts his arm around her.

THE END


