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INT. TRAIN CABIN - NIGHT

A GROUP OF three TOURISTS sit in a train cabin chatting away as the train splutters away past the various villages and towns. 

The three tourists are close friends on a trip backpacking, like friends would do. JAMES CARNEY, a boyish man reaching his thirties sits next to two younger men, DEAN LEWIS and FRED CARTER. 

It is a dark night and they apparently decide to swapping horror stories.

james

OK, listen up. Did you hear the one about a mass murderer that stalks people on a train? 

(Beat)

Exactly like this one!

The gang goes silent and contemplates about what Dean just said. For a minute Dean is taken away and actually believes James. 

dean

Come on, man. That’s bullshit! 

james

It’s true! 

Fred sits worried as the notion of the story freaks him out. He then turns his attention to the window to avoid humiliation in front of his friends. 

Dean can see the fear on Fred written all over him and for his pleasure decides to even escalate his fear.

dean

(To James)

Hey, look. Looks like Freddy here is afraid! Don’t worry he only comes after virgins! Oh wait…that’s you! 

fred

What? Me? No! I’m not scared of anything! Who you calling a virgin?

james

(Teasing)

Is Freddy scared? Is he? 

Dean and James laugh at his expense. Fred continues looking out of the train window. 

fred

Shut up, dude! 

They continue to laugh. 

An old man, in his late fifties, sits opposite the boys as he watches youth as it is suppose to be, carefree and easygoing.

old man

(To the boys)

Excuse me? 

The boys’ laughter is getting louder. 

old man

Excuse me! 

Their attention is caught by the man. 

old man

You want to hear a REAL scary story?

The boys look at each other as their little alliance is disturbed. 

james

No, it’s OK. We got our own story going here.

old man

Well you may think you know stories but I know a story that actually happened. Real life, real people. 

james

OK, old man. Tell us your story.

old man

My name is Anil. Anil Jain. 

He takes out his hand to offer a handshake but the boys just stare at him. ANIL takes his hand away and comes closer. 

anil

OK, this story is about the Bride Slayer. 

fred

Bride Slayer? What’s that?

anil 

It is exactly what it is!

(Pause)

Fifty years ago in a small village, there was this man called Sawant Rao. He was a happy man, so happy that he thought he had the whole world in his hands. His father left him an empire that would last for decades and people respected him.

(Beat)

That is when he got married. He got married to Lakhsmi Reddy. Oh, what a beauty she was! 

Dean takes out a bottle of water from his bag and gulps it down. 

anil

Sawant loved his wife so much that he was willing to sacrifice everything of his just for her. Everything was going well in their marriage until their second year. One day Sawant was coming back from hunting when he found his wife in the arms of another man. 

fred

Slut! 

dean

Sssh! 

(To Anil)

Carry on. 

anil

The man was so hurt that he decided to do nothing. He just stood their and saw his world tumble down. Later that night Lakhsmi concocted the perfect plan to kill her husband so she could be with her lover. 

fred

What a whore!

james & dean

(Annoyed)

Shut up! 

Dean clips Fred on the ear. 

anil

After some words or reconciliation, she put poison in his milk. The man died instantly and she left him to die. It was unbelievable what a wretch of a woman could do to a man like Sawant. A month later Lakhsmi got married to her lover, leaving the past behind. On the night of the marriage, the most peculiar thing happened. She claimed that she saw Sawant that night. But how? He was dead! The next night the bodies of Lakhsmi and her lover were found on their bed. 

Anil stops and sits back. The boys are left hanging waiting for an ending to the story. Anil has a grin on his face.

dean

Then what happened?

Anil comes forward again to continue.

anil

It is rumored that Sawant’s soul appears in the form of a human. 

dean

IS that it? Man, I got more stories than that!

anil

It is said that when he sees a new bride after she is married, he turns into this psychotic beast and kills her AND her new husband. 

(Beat)

You may have seen reports on newspapers.

The boys are left hanging again, this time disappointed.

james

Look, pops I gotta say that was a good story but it was not scary. You say its true right? 

anil

Yes!

james

So tell me one thing. How do you know this story so well? 

anil

I lived in the village where it happened. The story was repeated several times.

The clunk of the brakes can be heard as the train stops. 

james

(To Anil)

This is our stop. 

(To Dean & Fred)

Come on, you guys. Our stop.

(To Anil)

IT was nice to meet you. 

anil

It was a pleasure sharing my story. 

The gang walks off the train, leaving Anil by himself. 

He picks up a NEWSPAPER and begins to read it. 

several hours later

The clunk of the train can be heard as it stops once again.

Anil is lying down on his seat looking up at the ceiling. 

A  NEWLY-WED COUPLE walks in the cabin and see Anil lying down, who is now asleep. The BRIDE puts her suitcase on a shelf on top of the seat and sits down. 

The GROOM sits next to his wife and cuddles her playfully. The both giggle childishly, like any newly-wed couple would. 

bride

I’ll be right back.

groom

Where are you going?

She points to a bathroom.

groom

Oh! 

(He smiles)

Hurry up!

bride

Don’t worry. I’m just going to powder my nose.

The Bride goes to a door next to the cabin.

The Groom looks out of the window and yawns. He turns his head to Anil who now has his eyes open looking at him. Anil’s eyes give the Groom a sense of kindness and gentleness. 

groom

I just got married today. 

Anil

Oh. Well congratulations. 

Anil hears the bathroom door and sees the Bride in her red wedding dress. 

Suddenly he rubs his head as if he has a headache. He rips his shirt open and his teeth turn into fangs of an animal and roars. His eyes turn to a different red color and now we see he has transformed into an animal like beast. The same beast he described in his story.  

The Groom steps back in fear and before he can even do anything the Beast bites into the Grooms neck like a vampire and drains him until he is dead. 

The Bride screams and runs into the bathroom in a sheer of panic. 

The Beast now bangs the door of the bathroom hard and rips the wood as it was cardboard. The Bride screams are getting louder and louder as he rips into the door to pursue her. He grabs her with his sharp nails by the neck and throws her on the one of the seats in the cabin. He sees her laid out on the seat like food and moves closely roaring and moaning.

the bride

The Bride moves back as he gains forward towards her. Her dress now has moved up to her supple thighs and she struggles to pull it down. 

the beast

The BEAST rips off her dress and digs his fangs into her neck. Her screams go from louder to a complete halt. After killing the Bride, the Beast comes into frame with blood all over his mouth, dripping from his fangs. 

The Beast roars loudly and falls down to the ground in pain. 

the beast - cabin floor

We see that the Beast now is transforming back into Anil.

THE END

