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FADE | N:

EXT. SKIES - N GHT
Vi ew of planet earth, the African continent.
View of a fall fromthe clouded skies down to the plains.

Wrds witten A LONG TI ME (BC) BEFORE CHAKA, OR I F YQU
LI KE A LONG TI ME (BCE) BEFORE COLONI ALI SM AND EUROPEANS.

Then into a cave.

Dar kness all around, sound of scratching. Then a fl ane
devel ops. Shamani (50) prepares a fire. Around himare two
BOYS (5) and (6) and his WFE (21). They are dressed in
ani mal ski ns.

SHAMANI
In the beginning, there was
dar kness, |ike the darkness al
around us.

The sound of a roaring, the little boys huddl e closer.

SHAMANI  ( CONT’ D)
Ah, the Roaring 2nd century BCE.
Until, fire was di scovered, just
like the fire before us.

The fire crackles, Shamani |ays a hand on his wife's
shoul der.

SHAMANI ( CONT’ D)
On the second day, we |earnt
agriculture, separating the
earth with our stone tools.
Shamani rai se sone dust and shows his famly.
Shamani makes a horn synbol .
SHAMANI ( CONT’ D)
The stone age rocked, we were so
wild.
EXT. FIELDS - DAY - FLASHBACK
Dozen or so MEN and WOMEN in the fields digging.

Shamani, stands up and rubs the sweat from his forehead,
he | ooks up.

The sun shi nes.



EXT. CAVE - NIGHT - REAL TI ME

SHANMANI
And on the third day, we created
veget ables, plentiful to eat,
like the cobs in the fire.

The wife turns the cobs in the fire.

EXT. FIELDS - DAY - FLASHBACK

The clan harvest naize, they see a baboon in the field and
chase it away.

EXT. CAVE - NIGHT - REAL TI ME

SHAMANI
Those baboons and crows were a
problem a pain on our bare rear
ends until the scare crow was
invented by Tekila in the fifth
nonth on the lunar cycle.

BOY
What happened on the fourth day?

SHAMANI
| thought you woul d never ask.
Hurunter created arns.

Boy nunber two raises his arnms.

BOY #2
Arnms |ike mne?

Shamani puts his hand on Boy #2 head.
He shakes his head and chuckl es.

SHAMANI
No, no, arns |ike the npon and
the lightning and the shooting
stars. The bow and the arrow, to
hunt .

Shamani raises his bow, and pulls the strings.

SHAMANI  ( CONT’ D)
Then on the fifth day, the nen
went hunting, the birds of the
sky, the fish of the water and
even the sprinting gazelles of
t he pl ai ns.



EXT. FORESTS - DAY - FLASHBACK

MEN kil ling buck.

A man piercing a fish in the water.

A bird getting trapped in a cage.

EXT. CAVE - NIGHT - REAL TI ME

Shanmani

breaks a piece of nmeat and hands it to his sons.

SHAMANI
Plain and sinple, the aninals
were no match for us after that.
Men, kings of the jungle, and our
W ves the queens.

A lion roars.

Shanmani

SHAMANI ( CONT’ D)

Well... nost of them Then on the
sixth day, | created a man

BOY
Real | 'y?

SHAMANI

Not a real man.

reaches into his bag. He takes out a wooden man.

SHAMANI ( CONT’ D)
Qut of wood. | created a wife for
the idol fromwhat was |eft of
the piece of the stunp.

The wife takes out the cobs and hands themto the famly.

Shamani

SHAMANI
Then | said, | amyour god. |
told himto stand by ne. So | put
himnext to nmy sleeping place in
the cave. | gave hima son from
what was | eft on the wood, and
t hese three are one.

BOY #2
Wowl

SHAMANI
Then on the seventh day, we
rested for we had planted and
hunted and coul d rel ax.

winks to his wife.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

W FE
Speaki ng of which, to bed all of
you.
The wi fe stands up. The boys stay wth arns fol ded.

BOY
But. ..

The wi fe snmacks his bottom

W FE
No buts, sl eep.

SHAMANI
Tonorrow i s anot her day, the
story will be continued.

The wife and kids go to the inner cave.

Shamani stands up and | eaves the cave.

EXT. CAVE EXTERI OR - NI GHT
Shamani gazes at the night sky.
The ni ght sky.

EXT. FORESTS - DAY - FLASHBACK

Shamani wal ks with his little boys. They tread a dusty
path with forests all around.

A baboon crosses their path.

One of the boys hesitates but Shamani pushes hi m forward.

BOY
Fat her, continue the Hi story
| esson.

SHAMANI
| can’t renenber where | |eft
of f.

Boy #2 tugs at his father’s |oin skin.

SHAMANI  ( CONT’ D)
Alright, after the seventh day. ..
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12

13

EXT. PLAINS - DAY - FLASHBACK

A younger Shamani wal ks through the tall brown grass, he
whi stl es, he has an antel ope strapped to his back.

He passes caves greeting his NEl GHBOURS
Shamani arrives at his cave, goes inside.

SHAMANI ( OS)
What ? When? Who? How coul d they?

Shamani cones out, his hands on his wai st.

SHAMANI ( CONT’ D)
They' || be sorry.

Shamani goes behind the cave.

EXT. GARDENS - DAY - FLASHBACK

They are many weeds and crops. Even narijuana | eaves are
t here.

Shamani | ooks around at the plants. H's eyes w den as he
sees what he is |ooking for.

Ared fruit dangles froma tree, Shamani cones and takes
it.

He | eaves the gardens.

I NT. CAVE - DAY - FLASHBACK

Shamani gets in, his wife is sitting wwth a giant belly
and fol ded hands.

Shamani begins to cut up the fruit, he adds sone powders,
all the while clicking his tongue in derision.

SHAMANI

This will be the last tine this
ever happens.

EXT. FORESTS - DAY - REAL TI ME

Shamani and his two boys wal k by a river.

BOY
What happened next?

SHANVANI
Vell. ..

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

A shout, then a MAN (31) swi ngs on a rope fromone branch
t o anot her.

SHAMANI ( CONT’ D)
Look at this clown, learn from
his m stakes, marijuana is bad
for you, you' Il go bananas.

The swi ngi ng man crashes into a banana tree.

SHAMANI ( CONT’ D)
Anyway. . .

EXT. CAVE EXTERI OR - DAY - FLASHBACK

Screanm ng and groaning. A crowd of CAVE PEOPLE are
huddl ed.

Shamani cones hurrying, he noves through the crowd.
Alittle MAN (32) is lying there groaning.

SHAMANI
Aha! |’ ve caught you, ny greedy
friend.

The crowd rustles with curiosity.

SHAMANI ( CONT’ D)
| came honme one day from work,
that is hunting, and found that
sonmeone had stolen ny food
suppl i es.

Men and wonen nod i n agreenent.

SHAMANI ( CONT’ D)
You have been having the sane
problenf? Wll, | laid a trap, a
forbidden fruit, sweet and juicy.
Now, we’ve caught him

CROAD
(toget her)
So what now?

SHAMANI
| am going to cure this poor
fellow, but let this be a | esson
to you. Bring himto ny cave.

The thief is carried by the crowd and brought to Shamani’s
cave.
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I NT. CAVE - DAY - FLASHBACK

Shamani takes sonme watery fluid and makes the thief drink.
He coughs a little bit, then lies down.

Shamani goes out.

EXT. FORESTS - DAY - FLASHBACK
Shamani stands in front of the crowd.

SHANMANI
He'll be alright.

The crowd grunbl es.

Then a little while later the thief cones out junping.

THI EF
|'malive! I"'malive! The ido
saved ne.

SHANMANI

What are you on about ?

The thief goes back into the cave, he comes out with the
idol, the little man made of wood.

THI EF
This is our god, he |ooked at ne,
wherever | went he saw ne. |f |
went to the right his eyes were
on ne and to the left he still
| ooked at ne. It’'s a miracle.

SHAMANI
Now hol d on. ..

The crowd begins to cheer.

CROVND
God! CGod! God!

Shamani goes to the front.

SHAMANI
Cal mdown. .. |...

The crowd holds up the idol, chanting.

SHAMANI ( CONT’ D)
Now, |isten...!

The crowd chants even | ouder.

Shamani junps up and grabs the idol, the crowd goes
silent.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

SHAMANI
Alright, alright, this is the
god, he watches you wherever you
go. Now, you thief...wait...

Shamani puts his ear to the idols nouth.

SHANMANI ( CONT’ D)
VWhat was that? H m and t henf?

Shamani nods.

CROND
(t oget her)
VWhat did He say?

SHAMANI
He said that the thief should pay
a price for stealing, he wll
perform back breaking | abour in
the fields for 66 suns.
The crowd cheers.
Shamani puts his ear to the idols nouth, he nods.
SHAMANI ( CONT’ D)
He said that we should set up
| aws to punish the thief, the
adul terer, and the nurderer, in
kind for his cruelty.
The crowd goes silent for a while then begins to cheer.
They grab the idol and put it on the ground.
The village bows down in front of it.
Shamani rolls his eyes.
SHAMANI ( CONT’ D)
And where do you think you' re
goi ng?
The thief tries to tip toe away.

SHAMANI ( CONT’ D)
God is watching you

The thief stops in md stride then bows down in front of
t he idol.

Shamani rolls his eyes again.

The sun rolls across the skies and sets.
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EXT. CAVE EXTERI OR - NI GHT - REAL TI ME
Shamani and his two sons wal k by a wall.

SHAMANI
And with that began the
enl i ghtennent. Peopl e began to
pai nt .

Shamani points to a antel ope cave painting.

SHAMANI ( CONT’ D)
This was Maki’s greatest
pai nti ng. People al so made nusi c,
i nvented drunms. W& wore
fashi onabl e | eopard skins and the
like.

The sound of the beating druns.

The three approach a congregati on of DANCERS and S| NGERS,
afire at the centre.

BOY
There is god?

He points to the idol and the centre.

SHANMANI
They seemto think so.

A view of the idol |ooking onto the observer.

EXT. GALAXY - NI GHT

The earth goes around the sun faster and faster show ng a
progression of tinme. Then it stops and goes dizzy. The
noon flies around the earth |ike a canary.

EXT. HUT EXTERI OR - DAY

CHI EF SHOVAN (40) is surrounded by his war mnister
WANGURI (44), agriculture mnister MAZI (39) and his
priest CHOOCH (37).

A queue of VILLAGERS bring himgifts, gold, incense,
myrrh, el ephant tusks, water nelons etc.

A LADY (21) fans Shoman. He nods his head. Then he stands
up. He is dressed in |leopard skins, with a head gear on
hi s head.

SHOVAN

Thank you, thank you, one and
all.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 10.

The villagers sit in front of the chief.

SHOVAN ( CONT’ D)
You are too kind. If ny great
great. ..
(whi spers to Chooch)
How many greats are there?

CHOOCH
About twelve, | think.
SHOVAN
If my fore fathers, all twelve of
t hem saw how | oyal you are to ne
t hey woul d cone down from on
hi gh.
Wnen ul ul ate.
SHOVAN
You know how hunmble | am So |
will let my advisers speak for
ne.
Mazi raises his fist.
MAZI

Qur god has blessed us with a

m ghty harvest, and now you have
shown your gratitude to his
chosen on Chi ef Shoman, the
Afrocan I dol is pleased.

The crowd cheers.

ANONYMOUS ( OS)
Bring himto us.

The crowd cheers.

Shoman nods to Chooch.

Chooch nods to the GUARDS

The CGuards nod to the altar BOYS.
The altar boys nod to each other.

The boys hoi st a box with beads surrounding it. They carry
it to the fore. Cheers erupt.

Chooch goes to the front.

CHOOCH
Hunters and gatherers, we are
gat hered here today to praise the
African Idol who has made this
all possible.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 11.

He points to the curtains.

CHOOCH ( CONT" D)
The African ldol left to us by ny
and the Chief’s forefather,
Shaman who gave us nusic,
pai nting, beads, fire and quite
possi bly the dust we wal k on. ..

The crowd expl odes.

CHOOCH ( CONT’' D)
The African Idol our rain god has
chosen Chief Shoman to | ead you,
and if you give Shoman what the
| dol has generously given you,
rain will fall and the sun wll
shi ne and dance across the sky...

The peopl e shout.
SHOVAN

Now as it is the eve of the new

noon, we shall have our westling

mat ch, hunti ng ganes, spear

throwing and | get to choose ny

next wfe.
The crowd forma circle, druns beat and the fire is lit.
Shoman wal ks along a |ine of beautiful G RLS | ooking them
over. He shakes his head, smles purses his |lips, strokes
t he dreadl ocks of one girl until he conmes to a |ight
skinned girl.

SHOVAN
You' || do just fine.

Chuma takes the girl by the hand and goes into his hut
wi th her.

EXT. PLAINS - DAY - FLASHBACK

The sun rises over the horizon.

| NT. ROYAL HUT - DAY
Chuma lies on a mat surrounded by six girls.

He wakes up and puts on his royal garb and | eaves.
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| NT. SHOAER ROOM - DAY

Chuma takes a shower, water pours from on high.

EXT. HUT EXTERI OR - DAY

A BOY pours water on the chief.

| NT. MEETI NG HUT - DAY

Chuma wal ks into a hut where Wanguri the war mnister,
Chooch the priest and Mazi the chief farner are waiting.

Chunma stretches and yawns.

CHUNA
What a night, huh fellas? Hope |
didn’t keep you up, while I was
beating the drum

Chuma nudges Vanguri .

VWANGURI
Not at all, sir.

CHUNA
What do you nean, not at all? |
gave that girl one hell of a
per f or mance?

WANGURI
| nmeant to say...

CHUVA
| " mjust kidding.

Chuma approaches Mazi .

CHUNA
W're rich.

Chuma | ooks at all the nmize, beads and ivory that
surround them

CHUVA ( CONT’ D)
To think those unwashed nasses
actually believe that that silly
i dol brings the rain.
Chunma goes to the idol behind the bead box.

He picks it up and casts it aside, then | aughs.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 13.

CHOOCH
Sirel That is our holy god, G ver
of rain and sunshi ne and..

CHUMVA
Shoosh, Chooch. It’s nothing but
wood that ny great sonething
left, I used to aimny arrows at
it as a young prince.

VAZ|
Speaki ng of which...we should go
and watch the ganme sire.

CHUNVA
G&ood idea, but not before.

Chuma presses one side of his nose. He claps his hands.

A GRL (14) wal ks in. She takes out a box. Then she nakes
lines of snuff on the table.

Chuma snuffs the brown powder.

He gestures to Chooch, Chooch takes a step and goes back,
Chuna rai ses his eyebrows.

Chooch approaches and snorts another |ine.
Wanguri and Mazi cone and snort.

CHUMVA
Good stuff, those snuff deal ers
know their trade. Now, to the
gane!

EXT. FORESTS - DAY - FLASHBACK

Chi ef Chuma and his royal entourage are standing on a
hill.

CHUMVA
What gane!

Chuma snokes a pipe. He hands it to Wanguri

VANGURI
This weed makes ne feel high,
like I’"m standing on a high hill

Wanguri hands to Chooch, Chooch hesitates. Chuma raises
hi s eyebrows. Chooch relents and snokes.

CHOOCH

Good stuff, hel ps us beconme one
with the gods.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 14.

Chooch hands the pipe over to Mazi, Mazi waves his hands
in protest.

MAZI
Sire, how about sone fast food?

Chuma’ s stomach runbl es.
CHUMA
Sounds good. |’ve had enough of
wat chi ng t he gane.
A gane of gazell e dashes past.

CHUVA ( CONT’ D)
VWhat time is it?

Mazi | ooks at the sun with his hands on his forehead.

MAZI
It nust be 11:15 sire.

CHUMVA
Now it's tinme to eat sone gane.

Chuma cl aps hi s hands.

Some HUNTER MEN cone to the front and pursue the fast food
gazel |l e.

The hunters gesture to each other and take their
positions.

An arrow flies through the air.

A gazelle is slunped across the shoul ders as the royal
ent our age goes back to the village.

EXT. GALAXY - NI GHT

The earth goes around the sun a couple of tines.

| NT. ROYAL HUT - DAY
Sound of shouting and scream ng.
Chuma wakes up, his surrounded by a group of new A RLS.

He | eaves the hut.
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15.

EXT. ROYAL COURTS - DAY
The villagers are scream ng and shouti ng.

Chuma and his cohorts sit in front of them Chunma raises
his hairy sceptre, the nob quiets down.

CHUMVA
What seens to be the probl en?

MOB
W' re starving!

CHUMA
W are? | neant, we are!

Chuma whi spers to Chooch. Chooch stands up and goes to the
front.

CHOOCH
The African ldol is going to save
us!

The crowd cheers.

CHOOCH ( CONT’ D)
The drought that is upon us, is
the work of Shat, the evil spirit
who likes to play silly jokes on
peopl e to make the Idol | ook bad.

MOB
So what now?

CHOOCH
Well, to show the idol that we
still believe in him bring us
the last of your cattle and
sheep.

The nob grunbl es.
CHOOCH

Not for us but for the idol!
The nmob cheers.

CHOOCH ( CONT’ D)
And everything will be fine.

The peopl e begin bringing their aninmals.
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16.

EXT. ROYAL TEMPLE - DAY
Chooch sacrifices animals at the fire.

The Africn Idol stands in front.

| NT. ROYAL MEETI NG HUT - NI GHT
Chuma and his nen sit around. Chuma licks his fingers.
Chuma groans.

CHUVA
Mmm That was delicious, Chooch
you really know how to fry.

CHOOCH
Fry? We are in the frying pan,
the idol is punishing us for the
gluttony and the..

Chunma farts and |lets out a bell ow

CHUMA
Shoosh, Mazi, what are we goi ng
to do?

Mazi picks up a drunstick

MAZ|
This area is notorious for its
ten year droughts. A giant puff
of humid air cones every decade
and. . .

Wanguri swal | ows sone food.
WANGURI

Let’s go to the next village and
pill age, pardon the rhyne.

CHOOCH
War ?!
MAZ|
| suggest we | eave the Valley for
good.
The nmen all gasp
WANGURI

The fore father’s graves are
here, our fore father’s renenber
we are all relatives here.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 17.

MAZI
That’s all relative. | have
studi ed the weather and | prom se
you, if we don't leave we'll join

our forefathers soon enough.
Al the nen | ook at Chuma
Chunma stands up, he picks up a steak and bites it.

He chews as he wal ks about, his cohorts follow ng his
every nove. Up and down.

CHUVA
| trust Mazi, ny fifth cousin
renmoved fromny maternal aunt, we
have been friends since
chi | dhood, we march.

Si |l ence surrounds the room

EXT. ROYAL COURTS - DAY
The nob npans and groans.

CHOOCH
Yes, we have to | eave.

The crowd screans.

Chuma nods to Chooch.
Chooch nods to the guards.
The guards nod to the boys.

The boys nod to each other. They hoist the beads with the
gods and go to the fore.

Chooch puts his ear to the box, he nods. He shakes his
head.

CHOOCH
That is what the idol wants, who
dares go against his wll.
The crowd goes silent.

CHOOCH ( CONT’ D)
And so we march
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EXT. PLAINS
A great nmass
A great nmss
A great nass

A great nmss

- DAY

of
of
of

of

peopl e nove across the plains.

peopl e are rained on.

peopl e wal k through
people go up a hill

EXT. VI LLAGE CAMP - N GHT

mar shes.

The wandering village are canped. Fires are here and

t here.

A lion roars

| NT. MAKE- SHI FT ROYAL HUT - NI GHT

Chuma and his nmen are sitting around a fire.

CHOOCH

told you this was a bad i dea.

MAZ|

Only a couple of nore nonths and
we will be there.

Mazi arranges sone lots on the floor.

MAZI ( CONT’ D)

I f only soneone could invent a

wheel
faster.

we coul d get there nuch

VANGURI

But there are warrior tribes up
we wi Il have a bl oody
fight on our hands.

t here,

18.

Chooch huddl es close to Chuma. Chooch | ooks up to him

Chuma takes sonme nuts and throws it
stands up and paces.

The nen foll ow him

Chuma st ops.

CHUNVA

We nmarch, forward!

in his nouth,

he
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19.

EXT. PLAINS - DAY

The African ldol is carried in a box in front of the nass
of peopl e.

The sun sparkl es over head.
The villagers walk in the dreadful heat.
A great wind with dust brushes against the villagers.

Li ghtning tears through the sky.

EXT. HLL - DAY

Mazi gets up on the hill, he |ooks out, his hand over his
eyes.

Chuma cones up heavi ng and coughi ng.

MAZ|
Cousi n, we here.

Chuma | ooks out.

The grass is green. Animals are everywhere.
A rai nbow i s ahead.

A nountain is at the opposite side.

CHUMVA
It s paradi se!

Wanguri joins them He points overhead.

Avillage is to the North West.

VWANGURI
And that will be our hell
Chooch cones to the hill and | ooks over.
CHOOCH

The | dol has saved us, we are
safe at | ast!

The nmen | ook over the plains.

Chuma puts his hands on his nen.
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20.

EXT. PLAINS - N GHT

Druns beat. Peopl e dance.

The African Idol sits in the box at the centre of the
festivities.

EXT. PLAINS - DAY

CH EF NEM (23)and his MEN stand on a hill. They | ook out

at the canpers. H s chief adviser WAZI (69) cones and
stands next to him

ADVI SER
Looks |i ke a bunch of happy
canpers.

NEM

This is our land, they think they
can just take it fromunder our
noses.

Nemi rubs snot fromhis wide nostrils.

NEM ( CONT' D)
Then they have anot her thing

com ng

ADVI SER
We haven't had a war in two weeks
sire.

NEM

Wll all that is about to change,
my wise friend.
EXT. HORI ZON - DAY

The sun noves across the sky line fast.

EXT. PLAINS - DAY

Chief Chunma’s village stands on one side of the plains.
Nemi’s arny stands on the other side.

Chi ef Chuma and Wanguri approach Nem .

Nem and Wazi wal k over to the opposite side.

Nem slips on cow dung. He falls.

Chunma’ s arny begins to | augh.

Nem stands up and keeps wal ki ng on.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 21.

Chuma and Nem finally neet.
CHUNMA
| am Chief Chuma fromthe journey
of a thousand steps, ny people
and I...

NEM
Vel |l you can step on back!

Nemi effem nately yells and his arnms flailing.

EXT. HLL - DAY
Mazi back wth the villagers sees Nem acting wonanly.
Mazi turns to Chooch

MAZ|

Is it nme or does that king act
i ke a queen?

EXT. PLAINS - DAY

NEM
...go back | say.

CHUVA
(@ g

NEM
O? O! OCh you' Il see! But not
for long you' |l see. Tonorrow at
dawn, war!

The four nen separate.

Chuma and Wanguri wal k back

CHUVA
Cousin, do we have enough
manpower ?

WANGURI

Sire, with a king |ike that, we
can |l et our wonen do the
fighting.

Wanguri chuckl es.
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22.

EXT. PLAINS - DAY

Chuma and Nem’'s arny face off.

A WARRI OR from Chuma’ s group wal ks over to the centre.
A WARRI OR from Nem wal ks over to the centre.

An old MAN i s standi ng between them

MAN
Fi ght!

The warrior’s begin westling.

EXT. HILLS

Chuma | ooks anxiously at the fight.

CHUNA

Wanguri, it doesn’'t | ook good.
WANGURI

Don't worry, we'll win this war.

EXT. PLAINS - DAY

The warriors battle until Nem’'s warrior pins Chuna’ s man
to the ground.

Chuma’ s man pats the ground. The referee raises, Nem
warrior’s hand. Cheering on Nem's side erupts.
EXT. VALLEY - DAY

Nem junps up and down. He kisses WAazi, Wazi rubs his
chi n.

NEM
W won! We won!

WAZ|
Tonmorrow i s other day, sire.

The two canps go back to their canps.

The sun sets.
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EXT. PLAINS - DAY

23.

Chuma and Nem 's MEN conpete in a spear throw ng

conpetition.
Chuma’ s si de wi ns.

Chunma receives a white stone.

EXT. LAKE - DAY
Chuma and Nem 's MEN swi m across across a | ake.

Nemi’'s side w ns.

Nenm takes a white stone by force fromthe referee.

EXT. FORESTS - DAY

The warring sides conpete in a bow and arrow conpetition

Chuma crosses his fingers.

Chuma’s warri or w ns.

EXT. PLAINS - DAY

Chuma and Nemi stand face to face.

CHUMA
It is obvious that we are evenly
mat ched.

NEM

O as those dimwit villagers
t hi nk our gods are evenly
mat ched.
Chuma ext ends hi s hand.
CHUNA
We live in peace, there is plenty
of land for everyone.
Nem strokes Chuma’ s chest.

CHUVA ( CONT’ D)
Wl | not that peacefully.

Chunma st eps back.

Nem stonps his foot.

( CONTI NUED)
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NEM
| understand, you don’t want your
friends to think you re not the
bi g tough warrior guy.

Nem | eans in.

NEM ( CONT' D)
They won’t know if you don’'t tel
them you can cone in through the
back door.

Chuma turns his back and goes back.

Both sides are cheering ecstatically.

EXT. PLAINS - DAY

Chunme’ s village begins to cut down trees and build their
new vil | age.

Chuma sits lazily in the sun as people go about preparing
his new royal palace. He throws sone grains into his
nmout h.

Chooch is in the back ground bowi ng down in front of the
bead box.

Wanguri sits beside him

VWANGURI
| guess Mazi was right all al ong
about | eaving the honel and.

CHUVA
Mazi is always right.

WANGURI
But the bones of our fore
f at hers.

CHUMVA
We can al ways send soneone,
rel ax, ny war mnister, why are
al wvays at war with yoursel f?

Mazi approaches.
CHUVA
Bel oved cousin, is this not
par adi se?

A young girl fans the chief.

( CONTI NUED)
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MAZ|
It is.

Chuma | eans forward.

CHUMA
You don’t seem happy.

MAZ|
It’s just that...

Chuma gestures to Mazi and he sits down.
MAZ|

Qur friends over the border have
access to the river and nuch

better soil.
CHUNA

Yes, but we have finer wonen.
WANGURI

Not that their queen... | neant

ki ng woul d care.
Mazi begins to nmake |ines on the ground.

MAZI
| have an idea, we burn the
forests and I have a feeling that
t he ashes woul d i nprove the soil
coupl ed with cow dung and good
ol d fashi oned hard worKk.

WANGURI
O we can fight for the | and?

MAZI
War m nister that wasn’'t a war.
If only soneone could invent a
spear that could be fired at the
tip of the finger.

CHUNVA
Foolish talk, but we’'ll try this
ashy thing.
Chuma | ooks past Mazi .
CHUNA
Look at this one, Chooch cone
over here.

Chooch conti nues to bow down.

( CONTI NUED)
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CHOOCH
Oh, African lIdol you have brought
us victory.

Chuma | aughs out | oud.

EXT. FOREST - DAY

Mazi sets fire to the forests.

EXT. NEW ROYAL COURTS - NI GHT

Peopl e dance and have festivals.

Chuma sits in the mddle. A fire crackles.
The crowd cones up to the fore.

CROAD
W want our god. CGod! God! God!

Chuma nods to Chooch.

CHOOCH
Bring over our rain god.

The boys bring the bead box over.

CHOOCH ( CONT’ D)
W owe everything to the One. But
since He is too noble to
appreciate lowy things such as
W ves, sons, cattle, sheep,
fashi onabl e beads, |eopard skins,
crops, arrow heads. Gve it over
to Hs representative Chief Chuma
to show your gratitude.

The crowd cheers.

26.

Processi ons of people bring gifts to the feet of Chuna.

The peopl e begin to dance.
Then rain falls fromthe sky.

Peopl e scurry into their huts.

Chuma takes sone of the offerings and goes into his hut.
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EXT. GALAXY - N GHT

The earth goes around the sun a dozen tines.

I NT. ROYAL COURT - NI GHT

Chuma and his entourage are eating sone chicken, people
dance. Suddenly, Chuma begins to choke, he falls to the
fl oor, people surround him

Mazi tries to give himsone water but to no avail, the
ki ng chokes and dies on a chi cken bone.
MAZ|
I f only sonmeone could invent

CPR. ..

EXT. ROYAL COURTS - DAY

Wanguri, Mazi and Chooch stand in front of the crowds.
GANI (4) sits on the royal seat.

In front of themis a giant body covered by ani mal skin.
Its bulging stomach is the prom nent feature.

Sounds of crying and sobbi ng.

CHOOCH
Qur chief has gone to our
ancestors and now we nust bury
himin the dust...

Chooch bows down in front of the bead box.
CHOOCH ( CONT’ D)
But this is the will of the
| dol . ..

MAZI
Wai t .

Mazi goes to the front.
MAZI ( CONT' D)
Renmenber the forefathers we |eft.
Renmenber how our hearts bled. |
propose we burn our chief and
keep his ashes.
The crowd gasps.

Mazi turns to the council, they nod.

( CONTI NUED)
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MAZI ( CONT' D)
Yes, he will live forever with
us, and our hearts will not bl eed
as much. If only sonmeone could
invent witing and a conputer so
we could record all this. But now
our young king will be our
| eader .

Mazi points to the royal seat.

It is enpty.

EXT. BEHI ND A HUT - DAY

Gani is busy painting on the hut, he is drawing a giant
peni s.

Hi s not her comes and pulls hi maway.

EXT. ROYAL COURTS - DAY
Gani sits on the stool.

Mazi and the council take the body and place it on the
altar.

Chooch lights it and it begins to burn.
The snoke plunes above to the sky.
Gani picks his nose.

Hi s sees a cockroach on the floor, he crushes it and
| aughs.

The snokes rises higher and higher.

EXT. GALAXY - N GHT

The earth goes around the sun in fast forward four or five
times.

EXT. PLAINS - DAY
HERD BOYS wal k around herding their cattle.
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29.

EXT. FORESTS - DAY
WARRI ORS peer out.
They see the herd boys with the cattle.

The warriors approach the herd boys.

EXT. PLAINS - DAY

A battle cry rings out. The warriors attack the herd boys
killing some and sending the others scattering.

They take the cattle and go towards the plains.

| NT. ROYAL HUT - DAY
A pair of bare feet wal k.

The back of a tall man stands at the entrance of the hut.

EXT. VILLAGE - DAY
The feet continue to wal k.
Sound of crying.

The feet stop by a cockroach. The left foot stonps the
cockr oach.

The view of Gani all grown.
WARRICRS are all lined up in front of him
GANI

Those cockroaches have gone too
far. Now we teach thema | esson,
the last |l esson they wll ever
| earn.

The arny cheers.

PH Rl (35) a rotund man bundl es towards the front.

PH RI
| proprose we go to war, but not
with the Idol, our War god, but
with his son.

The arny grunbl es.

GANI
My priest assures nme that since |
amthe son of a great chief | go

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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GANI (cont’ d)
to war with the son of our War
God.
Cheeri ng.

Gani | eads his arnmy out of the encanpnent.

EXT. PATHWAY - DAY

The arny wal ks out, Gani and Phiri in front.

PH RI
| f your father was here he woul d
be proud.

GANI

He is, watching from above.
Skyl i ne.
The bead box is carried by BOYS in front of the arny.

GANI ( CONT’ D)
What do the onmens say, w se
priest?

PH R
You have al ways been a brave | ad.
Fortune wll favour you.

GANI
Let’s hope so. These nonmads are
like ticks, like nobsquitoes in
the night, like..

PH R
But we are like lions in the
forest. Like the first lion you
killed, breaking your manhood. .
Gani throws a spear into the ground.

GANI
There they are!

Snoke rises up to the sky in the distance.

Gani turns to his nen. The nen cheer.

30.
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31.

EXT. VALLEY - DAY

Gani’s arny runs into the valley.
The nomads shoot arrows.

Sone of Gani’'s nmen are hit.

The battl e ensues, Gani now ng down the nomads.

EXT. H LL - DAY
Phiri and the altar boys stand next to the bead box.
Phiri crackles his knuckl es.

He gasps.

EXT. VALLEY - DAY

The nomads have |it fires all around.

The snoke causes conf usion.

Gani coughs but cheers his nen on.

Arrows rain from above, nore nen are cut down.
Anot her group of nonmads cone from hiding.

Gani and his nen are surrounded.

EXT. H LL - DAY

Phiri bows down in front of the bead box.

EXT. VALLEY - DAY
Gani fights on in the snoke.

The snoke rises to the sky.

EXT. ROYAL COURTS - NI GHT
Gani sits opposite Phiri.

The remant of the arny is sitting around, their heads
bowed.

GANI
What happened out there?! W were
like...like...

( CONTI NUED)
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PHI RI
A cornered lion, you fought
bravely.

GANI
Li ke a baby gazell e, cornered.

Gani stands up, he goes to the bead box.
Gasps ring out.
A GQRL stirring a pot puts a hand to her nouth.

Gani reaches into the box and takes out the son of the
African ldol. He takes himand throws himinto the fire.

PH RI
Sire, no don’'t!

Gani rubs his hands.
GANI

From now on we only go to war
with the African lIdol, our War
god. From now, we are no | onger
hunter gatherers but warriors. W
hunt the weak and gat her what
t hey | eave behi nd.

Gani turns and goes back to his hut.

I NT. ROYAL HUT - NI GHT

Gani lays down to sleep. A GRL puts a hand on his chest,
Gani throws it away.

EXT. FOREST - DAY

Gani and sonme HUNTERS surround a lion. They throw spears
at it.

EXT. VI LLAGE GATE WAY - DAY

Gani carries a lion through the village.

EXT. ALTAR - DAY
Phiri stands in front, he bites his lower |ip.

PH R
Sire, |'"’mnot so sure ab..

( CONTI NUED)
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GANI
Do it.

Phiri torches the altar and burns the Iion.

GANI

Now we are ready.

EXT. ROYAL COURTS - DAY
Mont age. The arny wal ks on red coal. Gani in front.
The arny shoots arrows.
The arny cones in running froma marathon.
Gani breaks a long spear and nmakes it into an assegai.
Gani sits with his GENERALS draw ng on the ground.
Young girls come in with mai ze cobs, they smle at Gani.
Gani | ooks up and continues to whisper to his nen.

The warriors spar with shields and assegai s.

EXT. ROYAL COURTS - NI GHT

Gani sits with a BOY (10) on his knee. SHAM (19) sits on
his left. Phiri is on his right.

GANI
Ni ce work for inventing iron,
br ot her.

SHAM
Actually it was accident, |
never. ..

GANI

W’ re unstoppable now, with the
assegai and our fearless warriors
our enpire wll stretch.

SHAM
| don’t think this is a good..

Gani plays with the boy on his knee.

GANI
My son shouldn’t live in fear.

PH Rl
If the Idol goes to the battle
Wth us victory is ours.
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Sham st ands up and | eaves.

I NT. HUT - NI GHT

Sham sits down in the darkness, noonlight strokes half his
face.

A WOVAN (23) brings his dinner in a woden bow of food.
Sham throws the plate away.

HE grunts and lies down in the dark

EXT. PLAINS - N GHT

Gani and his warriors surprise a village.
They torch the huts.

Wnen run out.

Gani kills nmen and takes cattle.

EXT. A BLIND CURVE - DAY
Gani and his warriors are hiding in some dense bushes.

The troop of nomads wal k through the passage way with
cattl e and goats.

Gani surprises themand kills themall.

EXT. ROYAL COURTS - DAY
Gani hol ds the | ead NOVAD
GANI
This is for ny people, skin him
al ive.

Some nen approach and the Nonmad shri eks.

EXT. ALTAR - DAY
Phiri wal ks slowy towards the altar.

The nomad lies on the altar. Phiri lights the altar.
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EXT. ROYAL COURTS - DAY
Def eated KINGS bow in front of Gani.

GANI
You keep your kingdons and your
heads, if you' re loyal to ne.

The arny stands in front of Gani cheeri ng.

GANI
Son! Bring our god over.

The bead box is brought over.

ARMY
God! Cod! God!

GANI
Qur enpire now encroaches onto
the sea, if only someone coul d
i nvent a steam boat, we could
rule the worl d!

The arny cheers.

EXT. ROYAL COURT - NI GHT
Gani and his son stand under the noonlight.

GAN
See that?

Gani points to the nmoonlight. The son nods.

GANI (CONT’ D)
See those? The night in shining
arnmour protects us.

Gani points to the stars.

GANI ( CONT’ D)
Those are our ancestors. And
their ashes are also with us. Son
when | go to our ancestors carry
on what | left off.

Gani clutches his chest. He | ooks down. An axe is wedged
on his chest. He tears it out.

The son screans. Gani wal ks over to the dense forest.

Arrows rain on him he breaks them off, then staggers to
t he ground.

A giant MAN (32) cones out of the forest. He approaches
the son. The fourteen year old prince runs into the night.
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EXT. PATH - DAY
The prince wal ks the path. Tears fl ow down his cheeks.
The sound of a nmen rings out.
The prince | ooks up.
Arab TRADERS wi th caravans and canels stop
ARAB TRADER
(in African tongue)

Where from young | ad?

The prince explains. The Arab trader nods his head. Then
the prince gets into the caravan.

I NT. HOUSE - NI GHT

The Arab trader (33) prepares the dining table. The prince
is on the opposite side holding his spear.

ARAB TRADER
Sorry, young prince | can’'t
pronounce your nane?

PRI NCE
| can’t pronounce yours neither.

The Trader sits down. He begins to eat.
ARAB TRADER
Al'l right we'll exchange
ni cknames. Go first.

The prince stands up and | ooks the Arab trader head to
t oe.

PRI NCE
| like your shoes, I'Il call you
Shoenan.

ARAB TRADER
Thanks, | |ike your spear, |'1I
call you Chuck-a-spear. Chucky
for short.

They shake hands.
SHCEMAN

As you can see | am a nerchant,
fromthe sand regions. You say
your uncle killed your father.

( CONTI NUED)
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CHUCKY
Jeal ousy, it drove himto kill
his own brother.
Shoe man takes off his shoes.
SHCOEMAN
| hope ny shoes don't make you
j eal ous.
Shoeman gi ves themto Chucky.
Chucky | ooks at hinself in the mrror.
CHUCKY
You nust be the wi sest man in the
whol e worl d.
SHOEMAN
You can work for ne and take
part in my glorious wealth!
Shoeman | aughs.
SHOEMAN ( CONT’ D)
There are weal thier nen than ne
nmy prince.

The prince | ooks into the mrror.

EXT. MARKET PLACE - DAY

Shoeman and Chucky at the market selling spices.

EXT. PLAINS - DAY

Shoeman teachi ng Chucky how to shoot a gun.

I NT. HOUSE - NI GHT

Shoeman teachi ng Chucky how to read and count.

| NT. HOUSE - NI GHT
Chucky is sitting at the table counting noney.
Shoeman cones in.
SHOEMAN
You have gold at the tip of your

fingers but you don't | ook happy.
King M das?

( CONTI NUED)
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CHUCKY
| m ss hone.

SHOEVAN
| mss honme too, but with us two,
how can we be | onely?

Chucky stands up and | ooks at the stars.

CHUCKY
| can hear the stars calling ne.

Shoenman stands next to him

SHOEVAN
They are? What do they say?

CHUCKY
Conme hone.

EXT. ROYAL COURTS - DAY
A pair of feet are on the ground. A lizard noves past.
It is Phiri sitting on the throne. He bel ches.
In front of himis the arny, now just a bunch of fat nen.
Phiri stands up.
PH RI
What ? Why are all |ooking at ne?
| amthe king, |ower your eyes.
The soldiers | ower their eyes.
PH Rl ( CONT’ D)
Is it ny fault our god got

stolen? It’s all your fault you
usel ess sol diers. Now get out of

my sight.
The arny goes back to the fields.

EXT. FIELDS - DAY

The warriors are harvesting the royal field. Phiri is over
head gnawi ng a bone.

WARRRI OR #1

| now know why we call himthe
all gnawi ng, fat bastard.

( CONTI NUED)
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WARRI OR #2

39.

The rain that pours nust be

Gani's tears at what

has becone

of his kingdom we have been
reduced to a backwater village.

PHI Rl

Get back to work, you two!

The warriors slink back down into the fields.

EXT. PLAINS - DAY
A barrel lets out a bullet.

SHOEVAN
Ni ce. Very nice.

CHUCKY
| " m goi ng back to ny
you' re going to help
Shoeman takes the gun.

SHOEMAN
| anf

ki ngdom and
ne.

Shoeman puts the gun to his cheek.

Chucky nods.

SHOEMAN ( CONT’ D)

| guess | am

Shoenman shoot s.

EXT. VI LLACGE GATE - N GHT

Chucky hi des behi nd a boul der.
dozen or so TRADERS.

Wth himare SHOEMAN and a

They neander through the village.

GUARDS see them and shout out.

Guns go off, arrows are let |oose, the guards fall

A view of the entire village.
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| NT. ROYAL HUT - NI GHT
Phiri sits in the centre with a steak.
The door opens.
Phiri throws a chunk of meat, then hides.
CHUCKY
| " m back, for good and for the
bad.
Chucky wal ks in.

Hs feet in view, they stop at Phiri’s face.

EXT. ROYAL COURT - DAY
Chucky sits on the royal throne, people cheer.
Phiri bows in front of the council

Chucky nods to the guards.

EXT. ALTAR - DAY
Phiri stands in front of the altar.

Chucky takes an axe. He throws it at Phiri, hitting hinin
t he chest.

The fat man staggers back and falls onto the altar.
Chucky cones forward and lights a match
Snoke rises fromthe altar.
Chucky wal ks away fromthe snoke.
CHUCKY
(to the crowd)
Now t o get our god back!

The crowd cheers.

EXT. ROYAL COURT - DAY
Chucky sits with Shoenman.

SHOEMAN
| am behind you all the way.

( CONTI NUED)
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CHUCKY
No, you are beside ne old friend
and those who stole the idol wll
be beside thenselves with grief.

Chucky picks up a log of wood and throws it into the fire.

SHOEVAN
So your uncle was innocent after
all ?

CHUCKY

| guess so, only guilty of

| acking a heart, the black sheep.

But you will benefit greatly.
SHOEVAN

I will?

EXT. PLAINS - DAY

Chucky |l eads his arm es throughout the country side
| ooting and taking prisoners.

Shoenman smles as he sells the prisoners as slaves and
counts the noney.

Chucky’s arny enters a battlefield.

Chucky sees the African lIdol at the opposite side of the
field.

He noves through the enenmies shooting. The advesaries
flee.

The raised idol tunmbles fromon high.

Chucky races and catches it.

EXT. VI LLAGE GATE = DAY

Chucky | eads the arny back with the idol at the front.

EXT. ROYAL COURTS - DAY
Chucky stands in front of the cheering villagers.
CHUCKY
Qur god, the African ldol the god
for trade and materialism has
made us rich.

Chucky points to the slaves, bags of spice and maize.

( CONTI NUED)
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CHUCKY
My friend Shoeman will be ny
f orenpst advi ser.

The vill age cheers.

| NT. ROYAL MEETI NG HUT - NI GHT
Chucky and Shoenman sit counting noney.

CHUCKY
So you don’t want one of our
wonen, huh?

SHOEMVAN
No of fence, Chucky, | prefer ny
wonen covered up. Do you like you
new robes?
Chucky stands up and | ooks at his robes. He |aughs.
CHUCKY
This is nothing, when I finish
my father’s job, we’'ll be filthy
rich.
Chucky plays with a bag of gold.

SHOENMAN
| Iike the sound of that.
EXT. GALAXY - NI GHT

The earth goes around the sun a dozen tines in fast node.

EXT. ROYAL COURT - DAY

FATI (21) sits on the throne, snoking a pipe. Soneone
passes hima bowl of alcohol. He is surrounded by a
council of young G RLS.

He calls a G RL.

She cones and sits on his | ap.

Sonmeone begins to play the drum Fati begins to dance with
t he young girl.

The drum beat stops. Fati stops dancing and | ooks angrily
at the DRUMMER (15). Fati | ooks on the opposite side.

SIMON (33), a black man with a beard and dreadl ocks
appr oaches.

( CONTI NUED)
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FATI
Hey, who dares approach the royal
courts of Fati, son of...Wwo was
nmy father again?

MAN (0S)
Chi no, son of Gwnazi, son of
Mdira, son of Shunba, son of
Chuck- a- spear son of Gani son
of ...

FATI
| get.
(to Sinon)
Now you speak.

Fati takes his spear.

SI MON
"1l tell you who ny father is,
Jehova God. And I'Il tell you who
my king is, Jesus Christ of

Nazar et h.
Fati begins to | augh.
SI MON ( CONT’ D)
| am Sinon and these are twelve
friends.
Sinon points to his entourage.
FATI
Have you brought ne food, gifts,
liquor, snuff. Here our god is a
god of pleasure.
Fati points to the bead box. He staggers and falls to the
gr ound.
105 | NT. ROYAL COURT - NI GHT
Dar kness. Fati opens his eyes. He sees Sinon.
Si non shakes hi s head.
Fati gets up, he rubs his head.
SI MON
King of this Iife, | see that you
need to be saved.

FATI
Yeah, saved fromthis head ache.

Fati reaches for his snuff box and snorts.

( CONTI NUED)
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Let ne tell you about my journey.
| was born...
FATI

Yeah, just keep it sinple, where
are you from what do you want
and what’s in it for nme?

SI MON
| was born in the wild just |ike
you, but the white man saved ne.

A young G RL gets up fromthe blankets. Fati
she | eaves.

FATI
A man has needs. (Beat). |
t hought you said Jezi saved you.

SI MON
The white man, m ssionaries took
me fromhere and we went off
overseas where | learnt to read
and wite. After that...Wat |
want is to save you frometerna
damat i on.

Fati has fallen asleep.

EXT. FIELDS - DAY

Fati and Sinon wal k. A sound of a drum
The drummer follows behind them

Fati dances to the nusic.

FATI
Ok, let nme get this straight, you
want me to get rid of my god.

Si non nods.

FATI ( CONT' D)
Don’t make ne | augh, | should
make you the court jester. The
African Idol has given nme so nuch
weal t h.

SI MON
Jesus can give you so nuch nore.
This Iife is nothing conpared to
the after-life. In heaven you
coul d. ..

Fati sl aps Sinons back. He |aughs.

44,

pats her and

( CONTI NUED)
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FATI (CONT' D)
Sinon...wait a mnute. | have a
great idea.

SI MON
You want to be baptised?

EXT. RIVER - DAY

Fati is baptised in the river by Sinon.

He gets out and the people cheer.

FATI

My peopl e, of the Shunba totem
we're going to wel conme Jezi, our
new god of poverty and the after
- life.

Sinmon buries his head and shakes it.

The crowd cheers.

FATI ( CONT' D)
Now you have to give ne

everything you own. W will all
be equal anticipating the second
com ng.

The crowd goes silent. Fati |ooks nenacingly, the crowd
cheers slowy at first.

EXT. ROYAL COURT - DAY

Fati is sitting in front of the people giving himgifts.

FATI
Gve with all your heart, you
will be rewarded in heaven.

Fati receives a | anb.

FATI ( CONT' D)
...these things are evil.

The peopl e grunble.

| NT. ROYAL HUT - NI GHT
Fati is lying in bed with two wonen.
FATI

Are you bl essed? Have | bl essed
you?

( CONTI NUED)
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G RL#1
This thing of ours called
communismw || not make you
popul ar.

FATI

My chief advisors, do you really
think I would fall for Jezi, our
god of pleasure is the true god.

Anot her girl energes fromthe ani mal skin covers.
A RL #3

Your brot her Shal neni seens to be
taken by the new god.

FATI
Pl ease, he’s pretending,
just |ike ne.

The girl gives a quizzical |ook.
FATI ( CONT' D)
I f the wisest nen, King Sol onon
saw it fit to have a thousand

wives, | would be a fool not to.
O maybe three.

Fati covers the bl ankets. The girls giggle.

EXT. VI LLAGE PATH WAY - DAY

Fati wal ks out with a cross wearing a gown. He whispers
amazi ng grace. He gasps.

He sees Shal neni sitting on the royal stool.

FATI
Brot her, what is the neani ng of
this?

SHALMEN

The reason of this treason? The
people are tired of waiting for
you to die.

Fati rushes forward but is stopped by a GUARD (34). The
det hroned king is thrown to the ground.

Si nmon and el even of his followers are brought in and knee
with Fati.

SHALMVEN
Fati you have robbed our proud
people for too |long. No nore.

Fati tries to get up but is restrained by the guards.

( CONTI NUED)
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SHALMENI ( CONT’ D)
Si nmon, just |ike Jesus, one of
your own betrayed where you were
hi di ng.

JOHN (29) sits behind the king.

SHALMENI ( CONT’ D)
Guess material things do nmeke
peopl e do evil.

SI MON
You can kill me but 1"l live
forever.

Shal neni stands up and | ooks at the cross dug into the
gr ound.

SHALMVEI N
In that case, I'll make your stay
here as |l ong and as pai nful as
possi bl e. See the people are very
cross with you and now you
witches will die like this Jesus!
EXT. KILLI NG GROUNDS - DAY
Fati, Sinon and his eleven followers are inpal ed.
The villagers cheer. The bead box is raised as people sing
and dance.
EXT. GALAXY - N GHT

The sun goes around the sun in fast node.

EXT. VILLACGE - DAY

Shal neni is sitting on the royal stool.

A white MAN (33) in a black robe approaches the chief.
Shal neni shakes hi s head.

SHALMVEN
Not one of those again.

The priest cones and sits down.

PRI EST
| cone from..

( CONTI NUED)
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SHAL MVEN1
| know, |’'ve heard it all before.
Priests have cone left and right
offering me wi sdom nateri al
t hi ngs and even |iving water.

Shal neni | aughs. Shal meni pats his genital region.

SHALMENI ( CONT’ D)
| gave himsone water alright,
fromnmy evil snake.

PRI EST
Just hear ne out...

SHAL VEN1
Ha, sukal!

The priest stands up and | eaves.

Shal neni takes a bible, he opens it up, tears a page and
rolls a pipe. He snokes and nods his head.

SHAL MEN
Now t hat’s good news.

114 EXT. VI LLAGE - DAY

Shal nen wal ks through the village, sounds of scream ng and
wai ling. Bodies |ie everywhere.

115 EXT. ROYAL COURT - DAY

Shal meni sits on the stool, his council of advisors are
all around him

SHAL MVEN
What’ s the neaning of this?

OLD WOVAN
It nust be Shat, our god's eneny
who plays tricks on..

Shal nmeni spits.
SHALMVEN
What now? My son is sick, my only
baby boy? If he dies...?

Shal meni joins the PRI ESTS bow ng in front of the bead
box.

O her PRIESTS are sacrificing animals at the altar.
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| NT. HUT- NI GHT
Shal meni kneels in front of his SON (6). He cries.

EXT. ROYAL KRAAL - DAY
Shal meni is at the kraal with an ADVI SeR

SHAL MVEN
The cows are sick, the rain won't
fall...should we nove...is it the

ancestors puni shing us...what?
The advi ser places a hand on the Chief.
ADVI SER
Look, here cones the nmen in
bl ack.

The priests approach from a di stance.

SHALMVEN
You witches, are you responsible
for this hell |et |oose.

The priest shake their heads.
PRI EST
W are not to blane but if you
accept Jesus, | prom se
everything will be fine.

The priest places a hand on the king' s black hand.

EXT. R VER - DAY

Shal meni stands in the water. The priest stands next to
hi m

SHAL MEN
| command the whole village to
accept Jesus, maybe he can hel p.
| NT. HUT - DAY
The priest give Shalneni’s son a tea spoon of mnedi cine.

Shal meni bows his head in prayer

SHANMENI
Oh, Jesus!

( CONTI NUED)
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PRI EST
In the nane of Jesus, | conmmand
the denons to fl ee.

EXT. GALAXY - N GHT

The sun turns on its axis.

EXT. ROYAL COURT - DAY

The royal prince cones out, strong and fit.
The village ul ul ates.

Shal meni stands up, the priest beside him

SHAL VEN
This Jesus is strong. Wat should
we do now, priest?

PRI EST
Burn the idol.

Shal meni nods his head. The bead box is placed on the
altar and torched.

The vill agers gasp.

PRI EST
Bel i eve, and you will be free.

HAM (25)steps to the front of the people.

HAM
My people, the Lion people, for
forsaking our true god you wll
pay the price.

PRI EST
The devil has made a hone in him

HAM
| speak the truth, for this
horri bl e deed, |eaving the Ido
inthe tinme of testing, you shal
all be ensl aved.

The priest | augh.

HAM CONT’ D)
Qur people will lose their glory,
they will be scattered, our hones

will be destroyed. The god of
these witches will make us

sl aves. Sickness |ike never
before will come upon us.

( CONTI NUED)
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Ham cower s.

HAM CONT’ D)
Terrible wars for netal s under
the earth. Quch! Hunger! My
belly. Wt shall be foreigners in
our honeland. Qur skin wll be
t he synbol of death

The crowd di sperses. Slowy the crowd dw ndl es. Sone
| augh. Sone shake their heads.

CROND
You' re nmad, Jezi is powerful nore
powerful than the Idol and his
wfe. He is the god of health and
wi sdom
Ham t hrows hinself into the fire.

The crowd shri eks.

EXT. ROYAL COURT - NI GHT

Shal neni sits at the court, his son on his |ap. He thunps
his foot as the priest sing a gospel song.

A cross is in the centre. People sing a gospel song.
PRI EST
There are sone people we want you
to neet, tonorrow
SHAL VEN
Sure. Friends of yours are
friends of m ne.
EXT. ROYAL COURT - DAY
Shal neni and his new council of priests sit around.

Wiite MEN with | ong guns approach.

PRI EST
They’' re here.

The white nen sit in front of the king. Shal meni nods.

| NT. ROYAL COURT - NI GHT
Shalmeni lies with his WFE (34).

( CONTI NUED)
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W FE
So you really burned the idol?

Shal neni gets up

SHAL MEN1
Are you nad?

Shal neni takes away an ani mal skin, the |dol

SHALVEN
The god of ny people, ny
ancestors, never.

W FE
VWhat did those nen w thout knees
want ?

Shal meni goes back to the mat.

SHALMEN
They say that they could give ne
all the wisdomor the nmaterial
want .

W FE
What happened to the poverty and
the after-life?

SHAL VEN
Wfe, | wasn't born yesterday.
You think the lion shows its true

col ours.
Shal meni goes on all fours.

SHALMENI ( CONT’ D)
He hides in the gol den grass.

W FE
What now?
SHALMEN
Li ke the king Sol onon, | want

their wi sdom but not their
bitter drink or their snoke that
chains a man |i ke a dog.

Shal neni |ies next to her.

SHALMENI ( CONT’ D)
| f you can’t beat them join
them These white nen are
powerful. Their arrows sound I|ike
t he thunder.

52.

sits there

( CONTI NUED)
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W FE
Li ke King Solonmon will you get a
t housand wi ves, replacing ne?

SHAL MEN
No, just you, nmy sweet. You,
Neri ka, Shibira and Tanaka and
Mar i na.

Shal neni chuckl es. She punches hi m pl ayful ly.

EXT. SEA - DAY

Shal nmeni stands on the beach.
Shi ps appr oach.

The shi ps cone on | and.
MERCHANTS get of f board.

Shal neni offers his hand, the nmerchant (34) ignores him
and | ooks at the SLAVES. He | ooks them over. The nerchant
nods.

Shal meni and his officers receive guns, naize and ot her
gifts.

The sl aves get onto the ship.

SHALMVEN
(to his adviser)
| am not the slave but ny hands
feel tied.

ADVI SER
What coul d you do? These sl aves
are defeated enem es, rebels and
t hi eves, we need to purify our
peopl e.

The royal entourage head back into the forest.

SHALMEN
Maybe Ham was right, it’s al
over now. | have a bad feeling.

EXT. ROYAL COURT - N GHT

Shal meni sits at the royal stool in European attire. He
drinks the bitter |iquor and | aughs out [ oud.

SHAL MEN
This is delicious!
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The nmob drinks the |iqour, dances and goes rowdy, an orgy
of sex erupts.

127 | NT. STORE ROOM - NI GHT
Movi ng through the cl osed door. Elephant tusks, bags of
mai ze and spices. @ns lean on the wall. Garnents are
ever ywher e.
In the corner their is a box covered by a blue cloth.

Inside, is the African idol. Water flows down its cheek.

Wat er drops from roof.

128 EXT. ROYAL COURT - NI GHT
It begins to rain.
The nob di sperses.

A view of the raining sky.

129 EXT. GALAXY - N GHT

The sun revol ves around the sun really fast.

130 EXT. AFRI CAN LANDSCAPE - DUSK
A view of the African wild, trees and grass. The sun sets
in the horizon.

131 EXT. CITY - DAWN
The sun rises in the horizon. A view of the city,
bui | di ngs, cars and snoke. Wrds witten on the screen.
1978 CE (Col oni sati on and Europeans).
A survey of the city, then one house, into the house.
Sound of a television set.

132 | NT. HOUSE - DAY
A |l ook through a room
The African idol sits in the corner.

Next to it is radio.

Then a fan.

( CONTI NUED)
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Then a television set. The tv shows bl ack PEOPLE rioting
and white POLI CEMEN driving t hem back.

EMMANUEL MAI NE (40) a black nman is sitting on the couch,
he shakes his head, then drinks sone African brewed beer.
Sitting next to himis CHARLIE MAINE (25) and on his |lap
is EUGENE (6). Other black MEN are also in the room
GENERAL LEE KING (45) is sitting beside Charlie.

EMVANUEL
CGeneral, | thought we agreed,
peaceful riots.

GENERAL
No, you agreed. | agreed to

di sagr ee.
Charlie gets up and turns off the tel evision.

EMVANUEL
My father, John Moses...

The bl ack nen take off their hats.

EMVANUEL ( CONT’ D)
...1sin jail, because he killed
the white master who was ill
treating the farm workers.

General whistles.
GENERAL
|’ m prepared to pay any cost, ny
life, twenty years, you nane it,
to free our people fromslavery.
Emmanuel wal ks over to the African idol.
EMVANUEL

The only way we will strike is to
stri ke, peaceful marches..

Ceneral gets up and faces Charlie.

GENERAL

Alright, alright the lanb wll
lie wwth the |ion.

EMVANUEL
The Drumis no place for
hool i gans.

The General goes near the idol and takes off his hat. He
turns.

( CONTI NUED)
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GENERAL ( CONT’ D)
Men let’s hit the road, too bad
we have to spare the rod.

CGeneral takes his cane and | eaves.

EXT. STREET - DAY

CGeneral and his cohorts walk towards their cars. A bl ack
COUPLE take off their hats to them he sm |l es.

CENERAL
(to his men)
That idol is a ufo, a useless

fucking object, I'll pass on
bei ng passive agai nst the Pass
| aws.

MAN

He’' s the Messi ah.
CGeneral opens the car door, he |ooks back at the house.
GENERAL

The Messiah alright, naking a
mess of everything.

I NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY
CHARLOTTE (30) with an apron and scones wal ks in.

CHARLOTTE
Has the General left already?

Emmanuel wal ks over and ki sses her on the cheek.

Charlie takes a cloth and cleans the idol, closes his eyes
and turns to the men |eft.

EMVANUEL
Son, Eugene go start the car, on
second t houghts what am |
t hi nki ng?

Emmanuel grabs his keys.

EMVANUEL ( CONT’ D)
For ' people’ ...

Emmanuel makes quotati on marks.
EMVANUEL ( CONT’ D)
like us starting the car is like

starting a fire, literally. Come
let’s go.

( CONTI NUED)
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CHARLOTTE
[’Il conme as soon as | finsh the
housewor k.

Emmanuel , Charlie and Eugene get out. The other nen hang
around the house. Charlotte gives them cookies.

EXT. DRI VEWAY - DAY

Enmmanuel | e waves to the NEI GHBOURS. PEOPLE take off their
hats, some appl aud.

EMVANUEL
Stay here.

Charlie and Eugene stand back.

Emmanuel gets into the car, he starts it, it roars. He
rolls dowmn the wi ndows, sighs and smles. He summons the
t wo.

Charlie and Eugene get into the car.

I NT. CAR - DAY

Emmanuel drives whilst Charlie sits in the back, Eugene in
the front.

They pass signs that read NO BLACKS ALLOWNED and ot her
apart hei d nessages.

CHARLI E
Father, is the DRUMreal ly going
to split up?

EUGENE
VWhat does the drum stand for
again, | keep forgetting?
EMVANUEL

(to Eugene)
The Denocratic Revol utionary
United Movenent.

(to Charlie)
...and no it wll never split,
not whilst I'malive.

The car stops, Charlie buys a newspaper from a VENDOR
(15). The car anbers off. Charlie goes through the
newspaper .

EMVANUEL ( CONT’ D)
The General believes the strength
isinthe legion, | believe in
religion.

( CONTI NUED)
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Eugene goes through the dashboard, he sees five books.

EMVANUEL
There, the five books that
father wote, our Afrian bible,
the history of our famly.

Eugene puts the books back in the place.

EUGENE
Books are boring, please tell ne
your stories, it’'s better than
readi ng.

Eugene | ooks back and Charlie, Charlie raises the
newspaper over his eyes.

EMVANUEL
In the beginning, (whispers) this
is what the white man won’t tel
us. ..

EXT. VILLAGE - DAY - FLASHBACK

A giant river, a large forest, covered by snoke, a
vil | age.

Muscul ar WOMEN carry fresh neat, they enter a vill age.

EMVANUEL ( VO)
In the beginning, there were no
gods, just Amazon wonen, they
could self fertilize, like the
flowers, and they were strong,
god were they strong.

EUGENE (VO
Li ke our nei ghbour, M ss
Buchanan.

EMVANUEL (VO
Not really.

EXT. VILLAGE - DAY - FLASHBACK
JEN I SIS (43) cones out of her hut.
EMVANUEL (VO
Jen Isis was the queen of the
Amazon, she forbade the wonen to
keep the baby boys alive.

EUGENE (VO
Thank God they’re gone.

( CONTI NUED)
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EMMVANUEL (VO)
For she believed nen were
i nherently evil, weak willed, no
better than dogs.

BELLA (23)brings the aninmal to Jen Isis, the latter
sm | es.

Bel | a goes off and enters her hut.

EMVANUEL ( \VO)
But there was a wonen naned
Bella, who did not want to kill
her baby.

I NT. HUT - DAY - FLASHBACK

Bel | a opens up a basket and inside there is a baby, she
takes it and | eaves the hut.

EXT. FOREST - N GHT - FLASHBACK

Bella lives it in the forest, by the river, she goes back
to the vill age.

EMVANUEL ( VO)
I n those days, |ong before
Chuck- a- spear and conqueri sat on
of Africa, people grew fast |ike
aligators. And in no tinme soon
t he baby boy grew up and becane a
man, she had nanmed hi m Tamahom

EUGENE (VO
Li ke ne.

Tamahom drinks fromthe river and takes fruit fromthe
trees.

EMVANUEL (VO
But Tamahom was bitter, nore
bitter than the fruit he plucked.

EUGENE (VO)
Why ?

EMVANUEL (VO
Vel |, because his nother had
abandoned hi m
A long silence.
EMVANUEL ( CONT’ D) (VO

Anyhow, he began to kill the
Amazon wonen, one by one.

( CONTI NUED)
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EUGENE
He shoul d have been call ed Jack
t he Ri pper.

TAVAHOM (30) goes about stal king and killing wonen by the
river.

EMVANUEL (VO
And at last he killed Jen Isis.
That’ s when the Amazoni an wonen
di spersed. He also tried to kil
a young girl called Ada, who
happened to wal k past. Tamahom
infiltrated her secret gardens,
his snake giving her the fruit
t hat woul d burden her

ADA (20) is raped but fights back and gets away.

EMVANUEL ( CONT’ D) ( VO
But she got away.

The Amazon wonen | eave the vill age.
EMVANUEL ( CONT’ D) ( VO
Now that a killer was on the
| oose, the wonmen fled and Ada
concei ved a pair of tw ns.
| NT. HUT/ PLAINS - DAY - FLASHBACK
Ada hol ds two boys in her hands CUSH and CAUCAS
The boys grow up.
Cush is outside playing the drum
Caucas is inside a hut, playing with fire.
Cush is outside sun bathing.
Caucas is indoors bathing in water.
Cush is planting vegetabl es outside.
Caucas is maki ng gadgets and traps to ensnare birds.
EMVANUEL (VO
The boys were very different from
each other, over tine Cush’s skin
dar kened since he spent all his
ti me outdoors, Caucas, the

opposite. Like you and your
cousin Charlie.

( CONTI NUED)
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CHARLI E (VO
Can we stop by the shops, nother
want s sone detergent.

EMMANUEL (VO
Sur e.

EUGENE (VO
What happened next ?

EMVANUEL (VO
One day. ..

EXT. FIELD - DAY - FLASHBACK

Ada is in Cush’s field. She picks up a fruit, eats it and
di es.

EUGENE (VO
No way!

EMVANUEL (VO
Yes, she ate of the fruit and
di ed.

Cush and Caucas find the dead nother.

EMVANUEL (VO
Caucas bl amed Cush for the
acci dent, and they fought.

Cush and Caucas fight.

EMVANUEL (VO
They beat each other black and
blue. Cush’s lip was swollen...
And they went their separate
ways.

A map of the world, Cush in Africa, Caucas in Europe and
Tamahom i n Ar abi a.

EMVANUEL ( CONT' D) ( VO
Cush found sone of the Anazoni an
wonen, so did Caucas and Tanmahom
This is how pol ygany devel oped.

EUGENE (VO
What happened next ?

EMVANUEL (VO
The nen di ed and becane
ancestors, they watch fromthe
sky. This is why msogny is
wi despread because Tamahomwi | |s
it. And this is why the white man
is so technical, for his ancestor

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



141

142

CONTI NUED: 62.

EMVANUEL (VO) (cont’d)
was that way, and that is why we
can never get al ong.

| NT. CAR - DAY
Emmanuel parks the car.

EMVANUEL
Here we are.

Emmanuel points the church. Emmanuel takes out a book
witten the Bl ack Bible.

Eugene hol ds up a book.

EMVANUEL ( CONT’ D)
That is the evolution of
religion, it explains how
religion is based on the zodi ac,
how it shifts.

Eugene stretches his arns.

EUGENE
A long read to boredom Tell ne
about our famly tree.

EMVANUEL
Anot her day.

They all get out.

I NT. I NTER- CUTTI NG STREETS/ CHURCH JAI L - DAY

Emmanuel stands in front of the CONGREGATI ON. The peopl e
sing a hym.

Eugene pl ays the piano.

Silence after the piano is played. Charlie goes to the
front.

CHARLI E
Open your Bibles to the book of
Jen Isis. It reads, "and the
snake tenpted the man, giving him
the fruit, and upon eating it, he
becane wi se and knew he was
naked. H's soul died. The
puni shnent was a |ife of |abour,
toiling on the ground.

CGeneral Lee King is in front of MEN

( CONTI NUED)
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GENERAL
Today the tribe of the Lion will
not take it |lying down, we march.

The nen shout and march and hol d banners.

Charlie closes the book and sits down. Enmanuel stands up
and rushes across the stage.

EMVANUEL
That nmy friends, is about the
white man, the snake who has
gi ven us know edge, clothed us
but has al so nade us toil over
and under the soil....

Police arrest General and his nmen for marching.

EMVANUEL ( CONT’ D)
Turn to the book of Ham chapter 3
verse 5. The prophet spoke of the
sl avery and the woe that has
befallen us - the curse of Ham
My father transferred oral
history into the eternal voice of
the witten word. If we forget
our roots, the thirteen totens,
the | eopard, the baboon, the lion
we shall continue to be in
bondage. .

Ceneral and his nen are arrested and put into a van.

EMVANUEL ( CONT’ D)
Open your bibles to the book of
Emmanuel , nme the Last Prophet.
Chapter 13 verse one reads that
t he Prodigal son shall conme hone
after squandering his gift. W
t he sons of Cush are the prodiga
sons and daughters.

The crowd cheers.

EMVANUEL ( CONT’ D)
Just |ike the noon, the sun of
the sky, we shall have a piece
of the sky, the blue dianond. W
have been | azy and foolish but we
want in. W want to live in
harnmony not in harmw th the sons
of Caucus.

Peopl e stand up, cl appi ng.

( CONTI NUED)
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EMVANUEL ( CONT’ D)
| prophecy that when the sun and
t he noon hol d hands, the three
ancestors in the sky will dance
t oget her and peace will prevail!
No nore racism no nore m sogyny.
Tamahom Cush and Caucas shal
enbrace. This is ny nessage of
hope. The Prodi gal Son shall cone
hone!

Peopl e ul ul at e.

CGCeneral is led into a cell. The door bolts shut.

64.

The congregation cone forward and bow down before the
African |dol

EMVANUEL ( CONT’ D)
Conme, one and all, cone. This is
t he synbol of our pride, the
tribe of the lion, the synbol of
our roots, nmade fromthe stunp of
Shamani, the synbol of the hope.

EXT. STREETS - DAY

The congregation | eaves the church.
peopl e eat chicken and soci al i ze.
bi raci al boy and his nother ANNA (43) wal k on the

pavenent .

Anna puts

ANNA
| hope you | earnt sonething
t oday.

NI CHOLAS

Yeah, that the conquering tribe
of the lion is better than al
the other tribes, it’s unfair,
why do we have the snake as our
t ot enf?

ANNA
Because we’'re w se, the Lion
totemis for the kings and
gueens.

her hand around hi s shoul ders.

ANNA ( CONT’ D)
Let ne tell you a secret, |
personal |y believe in Jesus, god
of the white man

The stop at a bus stop. A bus stops and they get

I n the background
NI CHOLAS ABEL (7) a
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| NT. BUS - DAY

Anna and Ni cholas are sitting dowmn. A white COUPLE cones
in and stands beside them Anna nudges N chol as and they
go to the back, the couple sits on the vacant seats.

I NT. JAIL - DAY

Emmanuel arrives at the jail cell. An OFFICER (24) is on
the other side of the counter.

EMVANUEL
|’ m here to pay bond for Lee
Ki ng.

OFFI CER

If it were up to ne, you and your
kind stay in the cages where you
bel ong.

The officer picks up the phone.

EXT. STREET - DAY
General and Emmanuel wal k the streets.

GENERAL
|’ mgetting pissed off with the
peace marchi ng, how about we grab
sone pistols.

EMVANUEL
Thi nk of Gandi and the salt
mar ch.

They get to the car and get inside.

I NT. CAR - DAY
Emmanuel drives whilst CGeneral |lights a cigarette.

GENERAL
Let me pick your brain a little,
you think the white man i s just
going to bend over and let us in.

EMVANUEL
If we riot and take up arns, it
wll cost us arns and | egs, and

you Il pick ny brains fromthe
streets.
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I NT. KITCHEN, N CHOLAS HOUSE - NI GHT.

It is Saturday July 1 1978. Darkness, the sound of matches
then a flane, a candle is |it.

Ni chol as(7)sits next to his nother ANNA (43). Anna is
di shing out the food.

NI CHOLAS
For the food we are about to
receive, we thank you Ch Lord.

Amen.

ANNA
Good boy. |’ve prepared your
favourite.

The pair wash their hands, N cholas licks his lips, they
proceed to eat supper, fish. Sound of nobsquitoes is
around. Nicholas swats them

NI CHOLAS
W' re the nosquitoes food, they
prey on us.

ANNA

Del i ci ousness is in the nouth of
t he behol der, so eat up.

@Qunshots ring outside, the pair ignore them

The nother picks up the report card, she sml|es and goes
back to eating.

ANNA
| can sl eep easy knowi ng | have
such an intelligent baby boy.

NI CHOLAS
Wthout all the books I'm
surprised | did so well.

She squeezes his cheeks. The sound of nopsquitoes perneates
t he room

ANNA
Not |ike that good for nothing
father of yours, wherever he is.

Ni chol as scratches his arm
NI CHOLAS
Today the teacher asked us what

our career options when we are
all grown up

( CONTI NUED)
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ANNA
And what did you say?

Ni chol as shrugs.

ANNA ( CONT’ D)
Trust in God, ny dear, he wll
show you the way.

Anna | eans on the wall.
ANNA ( CONT’ D)
Li ke this, lean on God, he'll

drive you wherever, |ike your
chauf f eur .

They bot h | augh.

| NT. BEDROOM N CHOLAS' HOUSE - NI GHT.

Sunday. N cholas’ nother lies on the bed, she is sweating
and heaving. N cholas’ aunt, PH LIS (34)a tall stern
| ooki ng woman is sitting next to Anna.

She is wiping away the sweat with her towel. N cholas is
sitting on the bed as well.

NI CHOLAS
It’s a good thing you live so
cl ose.

PHI LLI S

Keep your fingers crossed sonny,
she’ || be alright.

NI CHOLAS

Yest erday she was fine and

t oday. . .

Phillis washes the towel. Anna tw sts and turns.

NI CHOLAS

What are we going to do Aunt

Phillis?
PH LLI'S

Everything in our power, tonorrow

go to the clinic, I knowits far

SO you are going to have a
| oooong wal k.

Phillis fluffs up Anna’'s pill ow.
PHI LLI S( CONT’ D)
Tonorrow you go to town, |11

sell your nother’s vegetables for
her.

( CONTI NUED)
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Phillis stands up and goes out of the room N chol as
kneel s at the foot of the bed, he begins to pray.

NI CHOLAS
Pl ease Lord heal ny nother..

PH LLIS
Boy, tonorrow you have to wake up
early, a |oooong wal k. Go to bed
and nmaybe God too can get sone
sl eep.

Ni chol as keeps praying for sonetinme. He then |ies down
next to his nother.

Phillis peaks in and sees him asl eep, she closes the door
qui etly.

EXT. CLI NI C PARKI NG LOT - DAY

Monday. Nicholas walks with a tall white man, DR MEL
PATRI CK DA SILVA(52)wears a white overcoat his stethoscope
is around his neck. On the doctor’s coat is a badge with

t he Spani sh fl ag.

NURSES bustl e people in and out of the clinic. N chol as
has on a grey shirt.

DR SILVA
Sorry, young man.

The two arrive at the doctor’s red car. Dr. Mel swings his
keys inpatiently.

NI CHOLAS
| can cone back and pay the ful
anmount . . .

DR. SILVA

No can do, it sounds |ike malaria
to nme...See that’s the thing with
you peopl e..

Dr. Silva opens the door of his car

DR SILVA (CONT' D)
Wait until the last nmonment, if
you had nets like we told you..

Ni chol as cups his hands and makes a beggi ng notion. Dr.
Si | va shakes his head, he | ooks at his watch.

DR SILVA (CONT' D)
You're wasting my tine and m ne.
And get your dusty hand off ny
car.
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Dr. Silva starts his car and drives off. Nichol as wal ks

back hone.
151 | NT. BEDROOM NI CHOLAS' HOUSE - NI GHT
Tuesday. N cholas sits next to his Aunt Phillis. She holds

hi m cl ose, hugging himtightly. N cholas’ nother has
shrunken, she is losing strength, grow weak.

PH LLI'S
That nasty doctor, he' |l get
what’s coming to him

NI CHOLAS
He woul dn’t even give nme a ride
home. I wish I could could cut
hi mup and have thirty pieces of
silver.

Philis picks up a bow of porridge and tries to feed Anna.
Anna ref uses.

PHI LLI S
She won’'t eat, and neither have
you?

NI CHOLAS
" m fasting.

PHI LLI S

Sl ow down. Boy, you’'re al ways
fasting, there’s never that nuch
food in any case, | don’'t

think God woul d know t he

di fference.

NI CHOLAS
| wll go to the church tonorrow
perhaps the priest will say a
prayer for mama.

Ni chol as reads his Bible by the candle Iight.

PH LLI'S
Happy are the poor Mosquito nets
and repellent indeed. Does that
doctor know what it is |ike down
her e?

NI CHOLAS
He’'s car is as big as this house.

PHI LLI S
It’s hell down here, it’'s hot and
snel ly and. .

Phillis yawns.

( CONTI NUED)
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PHI LLI' S (CONT' D)
" m going to bed.

Phillis | eaves the room N cholas sits at the bed praying,
drops of sweat run down his forehead.

EXT. CHURCH PARKI NG LOT - DAY

Wednesday. Nichol as stands opposite SINBAD (25)an Indian
priest, he is wearing a black suit and a rosary around his
neck. The priest is mediumbuild, has a receding hair line
and talks with a sneer.

NUNS in black get in and out of the church. The priest’s
white car, smaller than Dr. Mel’s is parked a distance
awnay.

SI NBAD
| haven’t seen you in a while,
Ni codenus.

NI CHOLAS
Ni chol as.

SI NBAD
You say your nother is not
feeling very well.

Sinbad is | ooks into the window of his car, he is conbing
the little hair that remains on his head.

NI CHOLAS
| have gone to the doctor.

SI NBAD
Poor Norris, it’s probably a
denoni ¢ mani festati on, nothi ng
that a donation can't fix.

Ni chol as cl enches his fist.

S| NBAD ( CONT’ D)
Alittle sprinkle of holy water
and your nother woul d be cl eansed
of the evil spirit.

Si nbad takes out a bottle.

S| NBAD ( CONT’ D)
Cheap, R100.

NI CHOLAS

A hundred rand! | spent all ny
noney on food.

( CONTI NUED)
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Si nbad puts the bottle in his pocket and gets into his
car. He takes out a cheeseburger fromthe dash board.
Ni cholas licks his lips. Sinbad takes a bite.

S| NBAD
(Whil e chewi ng.)
Man cannot |ive on bread al one,
oh this? I’mjust breaking ny
fast. Smile, Nelson, God is
testing you.

Si nbad cl oses the door, and drives off. C ouds of snpke
pl ume hi gh up. Nicholas chokes and coughs.

| NT. BEDROOM N CHOLAS' HOUSE - NI GHT.

Thursday. N cholas’ nother just lies still now, breathing
once and so often. Phillis is standing beside N cholas who
is sitting. Phillis places her hand on his shoul der.

PHI LLI S
Be strong.

NI CHOLAS
She is grow ng weak.

PH LLIS
Did you have supper?

Ni chol as nods.

PHI LLI S (CONT D)
Thank God, at |east you have put
behi nd your silly rituals, | was
getting fed up with your
superstitions.

NI CHOLAS
There are not superstitions...
Phillis raises her hands to the sky.
PHI LLI'S

Wel | then why doesn’t God just
heal her then. God can you hear
me?! |If you can, nake ny sister
wel | agai n.

There is crashing noise, Phillis goes out of the room she
comes back a little |ater

PHI LLI S (CONT' D)
| was a little afraid there, just
a netal plate that fell over.
Must have been a rat.

Ni cholas is holding his nother’s arm

( CONTI NUED)
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PHI LLI S ( CONT’ D)
You know I’ m here, right. You're
not al one.

Ni chol as nods, after a couple of mnutes he turns, Aunt
Phillis has left the room

| NT. MARKET PLACE - DAY

Friday. The market place is crowded with PEOPLE. N chol as
wal ks through the sea of people still in his grey sweater.
Finally he arrives at a tent, beside the tent is the
remmant of a small second hand bl ack car with no wheels.

| NT. TENT, MARKET PLACE - DAY

There is a very short black MAN (61), with short nappy
hair and very light skinned. The man has beads around his
neck. He is busy grinding sone powder. There are sone old
WOMVEN at the back of tent peeling potatoes. He | ooks up
and continues grinding.

MAN
Hel |l o, young nman.

NI CHOLAS
Af t ernoon, sir.

MAN
Call me Sol, short for Sol onon.

NI CHOLAS
| need your urgent help, ny
nmother is lying at hone sick with
aterrible fever.

SOL
Sounds |like witchcraft to me. No
problemthere, Sol can fix that.

NI CHOLAS
The doctor said...

Sol conmes around the stall, he is wearing ani mal skins,
and is bare foot. He begins |ooking into his sack.
Ni chol as covers half of his face with a smle

SOL
Don't trust those w tches.

Sol takes out a rock, with an inscription on it.
SOL (CONT' D)

You see this, this is the Stone
of the Ancestors.

( CONTI NUED)
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Ni chol as crosses his arns.

SOL (CONT' D)
Actually it’s the kidney stone of
a great king. This is the answer
to your problens. Very powerful

NI CHOLAS
How nuch does it cost?

SCL
A npdest R30.

Ni chol as takes a step forward.

NI CHOLAS
| can afford that, just wait.

Ni chol as begins searching in his pockets. Calmy at first
then frantically. Al the while Sol is talking.

SOL
Al'l you have to do is wash your
nother init... Wiat’'s the
matter?

NI CHOLAS

| can’t find nmy noney. Soneone
nmust have stol en ny noney!

Ni chol as | ooks right and | eft. Sol shrugs and goes back to
hi s power.

SOL
There’s nothing for free, sonny.
| f you don’t pay, you don't play.

Ni chol as puts his hands on his head. He sighs, Sol is
whi stling. Suddenly Nichol as takes the stone and nekes a
run for it.

SCL (CONT’ D)
You rascal, conme back with ny..
Catch him
Ni chol as di sappears into the crowd of people and nmakes his
way out of the market place.
156 EXT. STREET - DAY

Ni chol as begi ns wal ki ng honme, briskly and running a
little, he smles and | ooks at the stone. Cars drive by.
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| NT. BEDROOM N CHOLAS' HOUSE - NI GHT.

Ni cholas arrives hone at 7pm Phillis is lying on the bed
her arns on her head. His nbther is on the bed covered
under a blanket. Aunt Phillis rai ses her head, she has

tears on he face.

NI CHOLAS
| s she?

Phillis nods and Nicholas drops the stone. N cholas falls
to the edge of the bed.

Phillis and Ni cholas begin to cry. They sit beside each
ot her, beside thenselves with grief.

EXT. GRAVESI TE - DAY

Saturday. Nicholas and his aunt stand at the gravesite. It
is a garden - like cenetery with fruits in view The
MOURNERS have | eft. The sky is grey and so is Ni chol as’
suit. N cholas is busy weedi ng around the tonbstone.

PH LLI'S
Forget what the priest was sayi ng
about the Virgin Mary being our
surrogat e not her

Phillis wi pes the tears from her eyes.

NI CHOLAS
| wasn’t |istening.

PHI LLI S
| am here for you. Me and ny
husband, as a housemaid we’l|l
pul I through.

Ni chol as stands up, Phillis puts a hand on his shoul der.
She pulI's himcl ose.

PHI LLI S ( CONT’ D)
You are an intelligent boy, only
you can stand in your way.

NI CHOLAS
|’ mgoing to be an accountant and
make a proper tonbstone for num
PH LLI'S
That's the spirit, I will stand
by you, just like this.
Phillis | eaves Ni cholas and foll ows the nourners.

Ni chol as takes out his guitar.

( CONTI NUED)
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NI CHOLAS
This a song for you nma. Viol ence
is red, nmourners are blue, when a
| oved i s gone, so are you.

Ni chol as begins to play his guitar.

Ni chol as takes out the Stone of the Ancestor, the
i nscription has rubbed off.

He throws the stone into the sky. He | ooks at his palm
then to the sky.

NI CHOLAS
God, the doctor charged ne an arm
and a leg. The priest? Alnms. The
sangoma? But you? Why have you
have taken away ny nother..
Answer ne!

The wi nd gently bl ows.

NI CHOLAS
| thought so. You don’'t even
exi st.

Ni chol as sees two nickels on the ground, he picks them up
and rubs them toget her.

NI CHOLAS
But if you do exist, this is ny
| ast prayer. And this coin, the
dol lar, the snake with strings
attached, is the only god | pray
to. And only I shall be
accountable for ny own actions.
The only prophet | know of is the
profit of the dollar, this snake
will clothe ne, give ne w sdom
and get nme out of the jungles
di sgui sed as a jungle. Anen!

Ni cholas flips the coin, turns his back to the tonb and
| eaves the garden

159 | NT. BEDROOM NI CHOLAS' HOUSE - DAY
Sunday. A guitar plays off screen sonbrely.

Through the wi ndow a view of the sun rising from nother
earth. A bed just beneath a broken wi ndow. Hard earth, a
bag with clothes in the corner. A guitar rests on the
cracked wal I .

Ni chol as rises and obstructs the sun. He gets out of bed.
He kneels at the foot of the bed. On the wall is a photo
of Anna hol di ng baby N chol as.
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He | ooks under the bed and takes out application forns at
the university. Angle on BURSARY. He al so takes out a

mat hs book and pen. He puts themon the bed. He | eaves the
room

| NT. BATHROOM NI CHOLAS HOUSE - DAY

The guitar continues to play. Nicholas takes a cold bath
out of a bucket.

He | eaves the bat hroom

| NT. BEDROOM - DAY

Ni chol as puts on a yellow shirt. He takes the books, forns
and pens. He closes the door. On the ledger is a coin on
one side and a small Bible on the other. A wi nd bl ows

t hrough the w ndow.

Thr ough the broken w ndow shacks and make shift houses of

t he ghetto abound. WAy out in the distance is the city
with towering skyscrapers. The guitar continues playing.

I NT. CLOCK ROOM - DAY

A cl ock goes fast forward.

| NT. BEDROOM N CHOLAS' S HOUSE - DAY

Ni chol as now twenty wal ks in, he strokes his beard sighs
and throws a paper onto the bed.

Angl e on the paper reads APPLI CATI ON FOR EDUCATI ONAL
FI NANCI AL ASSI STANCE DENI ED.

Ni chol as picks up his guitar and the paper, he |eaves the
room

I NT. KITCHEN, N CHOLAS HOUSE - DAY

Phillis is sitting on the table drinking tea. As N chol as
enters she stands up and hugs him

PHI LLI' S
It’s alright son, we'll figure
sonet hi ng out.

NI CHOLAS
Yeah, the white man is in | ove
wi th us, heels over head.

Ni chol as throws the paper into the bin, he raises the
guitar.

( CONTI NUED)
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NI CHOLAS ( CONT’ D)
"1l figure something out. Too
bad I can’t shed ny skin Iike our
totem

Ni chol as | eaves the room

EXT. STREET - DAY

Ni cholas sits by the road playing his guitar. PASSERBYES
drop coi ns.

A cal endar show weeks have gone by.

A MAN (19) with dreadl ocks conmes and stands next to
Ni chol as.

He rubs his nose.

Ni chol as reaches into the drain and takes out an object,
he hands it to the nan and t hey exchange noney and drugs
as they shake hands.

A cal endar show nont hs pass by.

PCLI CE conme and take Ni chol as away.

I NT. JAIL - DAY

Nicholas is led into the jail.

EXT. JAIL GROUNDS - DAY
He plays the guitar whilst PRI SONERS | ook on.

I NT. JAIL - DAY

Nicholas is | ed out, he | ooks at the cal endar and shakes
hi s head.

Phillis is waiting for him they hug.

EXT. STREET - DAY

Ni chol as is back on the streets selling drugs and maki ng
music. He sings a song entitled the Heat of Darkness.

The sun.

Mont age scenes of black people with placards striking with
CGeneral and Enmanuel in front.

( CONTI NUED)
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As the guitar plays off screen, scenes of blacks in m nes
and farns appear.

PROTESTERS are beaten by POLI CEMEN.
General and Emmanuel are handcuffed and kil l ed.

Protesters wal k past Nicholas with his guitar.

EXT. STREET - DAY

DANNY LYONS (19)a white man wal ks past Ni chol as, he turns
and goes back, Danny shells out a couple of notes and puts
theminto the plate.

DANNY
Knock, knock. ..

Ni chol as | ooks up.
The sun beans into his eyes, he covers them
DANNY ( CONT’ D)
You’' re supposed to say who’'s
t here.
Ni chol as puts away his guitar

NI CHOLAS
VWho' s there?

DANNY
Qpportunity, sonny, opportunity.
| NT. BAR - NI GHT

Danny and Nichol as enter a bar, BARTENDERS are all around,
PEOPLE sit around and tal k.

DANNY
| ve seen you on that corner for
nmont hs, you’ ve got talent.
Danny hands him a cigarette.

DANNY ( CONT’ D)
Rel ax, not everyone feeds into

Big Bother. | want to help you.

NI CHOLAS
Ch yeah, you want to help ne help
you | bet.

Danny brings up a bottle of whiskey.

( CONTI NUED)
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DANNY
Whoa! The white man's brew, sit.

Ni chol as takes a seat.

NI CHOLAS
We have a sayi ng about strong
dri nk.

DANNY

Let ne guess, a glass a day keeps

t he sorrow away.

NI CHOLAS

No, al cohol is like the crocodile

i nfested | ake, quench your sou
at the cost of death.

Danny pours the drink, he sits down.

DANNY
| m Lyons, Danny Lyons.

79.

Ni chol as | ooks up and sees the LYON S DEN witten on top.

NI CHOLAS
And what can | do for you baas?
Want me to lick the soles of your
shoes?

DANNY
| Iike the sound of your voice,
|’d like you to lick the soul of
ny internal consciousness.

Ni chol as st ands up.
DANNY ( CONT’ D)
|’mjust kidding, |I’'ve got a
bunch of girlfriends. | want you
to play here every Saturday.
Ni chol as rubs his index and his thunb.

DANNY ( CONT’ D)

You won’t becone a mllionaire
but you don’t have to sell drugs
no nore.

Ni chol as drags on his cigarette.

DANNY ( CONT’ D)
You coul d make extra waiting the
tabl es, and the wonen will flock
to you like a man with busi ness.

( CONTI NUED)
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NI CHOLAS
The fl ock of black sheep.

DANNY
What ever gets you to sl eep.

Danny stands and holds Nichol as. Danny hol ds his hands.

DANNY
Bob Marley, Jimmy Hendrix...

NI CHOLAS
They bot h dead.

Danny goes back and takes a gul p.
DANNY
Do you want ne to lick the sol es
of your feet?
Ni chol as takes off his shoes.
NI CHOLAS
On second thoughts, fine, you can
string ne along until you get
tired.
Danny wal ks up to him
He | ooks at his toes.
DANNY
You' re gonna be fanobus, going toe
to toe with the best.

Danny | aughs as N chol as plays with his toes.

172 I NT. BAR - NI GHT

Ni cholas sits in front with his guitar. He begins to sing
but falters, he drinks sone water.

The CROAD is quiet for sonetine, Danny |ights his
cigarette.

Ni chol as clears his throat and begins to sing, after a
nonent the people begin to join himin song.

Mont age of Nichol as si ngi ng.

Ni cholas wth white G RLS.

Ni cholas with fancy cl ot hes.

Ni cholas brings Phillis some gifts.

Ni chol as and Phillis at his nother’s new tonbstone.
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173 | NT. BAR - NI GHT
Danny and Nichol as sit by the bar.

DANNY
What did | tell you?

Danny hands hi m sone noney.

Ni chol as | ooks up at the television, he sees Emmanuel
maki ng a speech.

DANNY

Turn that off, don’t be a spoi
sport, put on sone sport.

The BARTENDER turns off the tel evison.

DANNY ( CONT’ D)
Now you use it w sely.

NI CHOLAS
| put food in my stomach

DANNY
And by food you nean ganja in
your | ungs.
Danny puts himin a vice playfully.
A couple of white G RLS wave to N chol as, he junps down.

NI CHOLAS
We gonna have a good tine.

Ni chol as | ooks at his watch.
NI CHOLAS ( CONT’ D)
Rol ex, Sei ko, and | ooki e here.
Veronica right?
VERONI CA (18) giggles.

VERONI CA
Those are so fake.

NI CHOLAS
You bet, but | aint.

Ni chol as and Veronica and the girls | eave.

Danny | aughs as he counts his noney.
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174 I NT. EMMANUEL’ S HOUSE - DAY

Charmai ne cones into the Iiving room Eugene (16) is
sitting in front of the tel evision set.

CHARLOTTE
Start the car dear, and take the
I dol, your uncle’s running |ate.

EUGENE
And by running |late you nmean he’s
chatting with the nei ghbours, he
never lets nme start the car.

Charlotte takes the idol and the car keys.

CHARLOTTE
It’s fine, I don't want himto be
|ate, what will the church people
t hi nk?

EUGENE

Well alright but...

Charlotte pushes the idol in the box into his hands.

175 EXT. DRI VEWAY - DAY
Eugene whistles as he nakes his way to the car. He gets
i nsi de.

176 | NT. KI TCHEN, EMVANUEL' S HOUSE - DAY
Charlotte is busying humm ng the original African version
of Amazing Grace, she |ooks outside the wi ndow and sees
Eugene in the car, he turns on the ignition and the car
expl odes. Charlotte screans.

CHARLOTTE
Manuel ! Manuel !
177 EXT. FENCE - DAY

Emmanuel cones rushing with the nei ghbours.

178 EXT. DRI VEWAY - DAY
They open the door and drag out Eugene and the idol.
Emmanuel screans, Charlotte comes hol di ng her nouth.

The idol lies on the ground, black with soot and snoke.
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179 EXT. STREET - DAY

A white car by the corner drives off.

180 I NT. BAR - DAY

Nicholas is sitting by a stool with his guitar, he is
snoking a cigarette.

He raises his head and sees Danny with a MAN in a suit,
beside themare two POLICE MEN. The man wags his finger.
He pushes Danny.

Ni chol as stands up, he wal ks towards the door.
Danny turns and conmes into the bar.

NI CHOLAS
VWhat was that all abouT?

Danny sits down. He grabs a pint of vodka and swings it.

DANNY
You' re out.

Ni chol as approaches him hands on wai st.

DANNY ( CONT’ D)
They don’t want you playing in
here anynore. Sorry nmate, nothing
| coul d do.

Ni chol as smashes his guitar.

NI CHOLAS
Knock, knock, you hear that?

Danny hands Nichol as a gl ass.

NI CHOLAS ( CONT’ D)
That’ s troubl e knocki ng on ny
door .

Danny | ooks up to the television set.

Angle on the tv. A news PRESENTER, MALE (27) is presenting
t he news.

PRESENTER
Qut br eaks have broken across the
country. Leaders of the Drum have
now resorted to violent outl ashes
followi ng the attenpt on Emmanue
Maine's life.

Danny turns off the television.

( CONTI NUED)
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DANNY
| can hear it too.

| NT. FOREST - NI GHT
General and Emmanuel wal k on a dusty path.
CGeneral lights a cigarette.

GENERAL
| don’t want to say, it but I
will.
EMVANUEL
Go ahead.

GENERAL
| told you so.

Ceneral puts a sticker onto Enmmanuel ' s cheek.

GENERAL
The SWA sticker, hope it wll
make you feel better.

Trucks pass by. Young MEN are in the back.

YOUNG MEN
SWAI SWA!

GENERAL
(shaki ng hi s head)
Thi s new governnent is...and we
t hought the ot her was bad.

EMVANUEL
The ancestors are testing us.

They arrive at a well. Emmanuel puts the bucket
begins to draw water.

GENERAL
The ancestors can taste ny bl ack
ass. Qur Drumis now a war drum

Emmanuel scoops up sonme water and dri nks.
GENERAL ( CONT’ D)
Now t hat we’ve left the country
we'll be free to act like the
animals that we are.
CGeneral drinks with his hands.

They enter the ranch.

84.
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I NT. RANCH - NI GHT

Emmanuel and General turn on the light, guns and bonbs | ay
on the floor.

GENERAL
| told you this was a bright
i dea.

Emmanuel turns off the |ight.

EXT. TRAI NI NG GROUNDS - DAY

Gener al , Emmanuel and nenbers of the Drum stand in front
of the GUERI LLAS SOLDI ERS.

GUERI LLAS
SWAI SWA!

Ceneral steps forward.

GENERAL
Shoot white Africans, on sight!

CGeneral raises his AKA4Y.
GENERAL
Shoot themw th their own
medi ci ne!

The guerillas begin cheering.

EXT. STREET - DAY
Ni cholas is clothed in rags playing the guitar.
Sonme G RLS pass by.
G RL

Ni cka, thought you were too good

for us, |look at you now
The girls |augh.
Ni chol as begins to play a sorrowful song, a MAN (33)
| eaves sone coins in the beggar’s bow .
EXT. STREET - N GHT

Ni chol as stares into the Lyons Den.

A white GUI TARI ST is on stage.

( CONTI NUED)
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NI CHOLAS
That’s...that’s ny song.

Ni chol as goes to the entrance, two white BOUNCERS st and
by.

BOUNCER
Get out of here, nigger!

Ni chol as i s pushed and shoved.

NI CHOLAS
| need to see Danny.

BOUNCER
Danny’s gone, now fuck off.

Ni cholas tries to barge in
BOUNCE #2
You really do want to get into
the lions den, let ne help you
out .

Ni cholas is punched and he falls to the ground and has a
bl ack out.
186 EXT. GQUTTER - DAY

Ni chol as opens his eyes, he sees Danny | ooki ng down at
hi m

DANNY
Ni ck, N ck, you |l ook hurt man.

Danny hel ps hi m up.

187 | NT. BAR - DAY
Ni chol as and Danny sit in a bar full of black PEOPLE.
DANNY
So things are really that bad
hey?

A BAR MAI D gi ves Danny a beer, she clicks her tongue in
derision and rolls her eyes.

Danny takes a sw g.
NI CHOLAS
Li ke you woul dn’t believe. Wy

aunt kicked ne out, cause of the
whores and drugs.

( CONTI NUED)
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DANNY
And what about your girlfriend?

Ni chol as turns and | ooks on the dancefl oor, people are
danci ng.

NI CHOLAS
VWi ch one?

Grls faces appear
Ni chol as swings fromside to side.

NI CHOLAS ( CONT’ D)
They’ ve been so nany.

Danny swi ngs his seat.

DANNY
What about Veroni ca or Mnica?
Hasn’'t she called you? You seened
so cl ose.

NI CHOLAS
She’s cold alright, as cold as
ice, white as ice too.

Ni chol as | aughs.

DANNY
Keep your head up, you can stay
at ny place, sonething will rear
its beautiful head, | prom se.

They both swi ng back their chairs, they | ook up.
Angl e on the television. WH TE SOLDI ERS are training.

188 I NT. FOREST - N GHT
VWHI TE SOLDI ERS nake gestures to each other in the bushes.
They nove forward.

189 EXT. TRAI NI NG GROUNDS - NI GHT

Bl ack GUERI LLAS are dozing off. One of themis startled by
a rustling sound. He jerks forward.

He sees a man in the forest, he stands up and whistles,
then is shot.

A shoot out begins.
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190 I NT. CABIN - N GHT

CGeneral is on top of a young worman, he hears the conmotion
and stands up, putting his clothes on.

He gestures to the girl to be quiet.

CGeneral takes his AK4A7 and noves out si de.

191 EXT. TRAI NI NG GROUNDS - NI GHT

The white soldiers and the black guerillas are involved in
a shootout, nmen left and right fall

Ceneral appears, he shoots down nmany a white man.

In the heat of the nonent he too is shot. He falls to the
gr ound.

192 EXT. TRAI NI NG GROUNDS - DAY

General’s body is dragged and put onto a heap with other
dead bl ack sol diers.

White soldiers stand around. COOPER (34) white nman |ights
a cigarette.

COOPER
Kham khazi killers, fucking
dogs, Kaffir, kaffir, kaffir.

VH TE SCOLDI ER
We searched everywhere, we can’'t
find him

The white soldier spits. He kicks General.
COCPER

One down, one to go. Emmanuel
Mai ne, where are you boy? Cone to

papa.

The sun shi nes over head.

193 EXT. DUST ROAD - DAY
Emmanuel is in the back of a truck full of pigs.

A white FARMER (51) is driving the truck, beside himis
his WFE (39).

FARVER
He'll be fine with us, after the
border he’'s on his own.
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Emmanuel sits at the back holding the idol.

194 | NT. LOUNGE, DANNY’ S HOUSE - DAY
Ni chol as opens his eyes, he sees Veronica.
He sits up.

NI CHOLAS
Ver oni ca?

Veronica sits beside him

VERONI CA
Danny gave ne a call. N chol as.
You | ook like shit.

NI CHOLAS
Feel like shit too.

They enbrace.
NI CHOLAS ( CONT’ D)
You | ook great, hand ne that
cigarette.

Veroni ca takes the cigarette fromher nmouth and hands it
to N chol as.

Ni chol as | eans down and grabs his guitar he begins to
si ng.

NI CHOLAS
Just like old tines.

Veroni ca puts her hand on his wist.

VERONI CA
What happened to the good tines?

Ni chol as puts his hand on her hers.

NI CHOLAS
| sold them

Danny wal ks in with a plate full of scranbled eggs. He
places it on the table and sits down.

Ni chol as wol fs down the food.
Danny |lights a cigarette, then sighs.
DANNY
That’ s going to be your | ast
supper, or, |ast breakfast.

Ni chol as stops eating, his nmouth full of food.

( CONTI NUED)
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DANNY ( CONT’ D)
Soneone inportant is com ng home
tonmorrow, and er..

Ni chol as reaches into his bag and takes out a packet of
weed.

NI CHOLAS
" m going to need sonet hing
stronger.

VERONI CA
You can stay with ne for a little
whi | e.

Ni chol as ki sses her on the cheek.

NI CHOLAS
| can always count on you ny
little nynph.

Ni chol as | ooks down and sees a tat oo.

NI CHOLAS ( CONT’ D)
Literally.

Ni chol as sees a badge with a black cross and white
background, the letters SWA are witten in bold.

NI CHOLAS
VWhat ' s SWA?

The phone rings, Danny stands up and gets out of the room

VERONI CA
You don’t know, it’'s the SWA
sticker, for the DRUM

NI CHOLAS
The freedom fighters?

VERONI CA
Yes, SWA, Stop Wiite Apartheid,
or Settle Wth Africans, or Stop
White Africans, or Stab Wite
Africans or...

NI CHOLAS
| get it, but you..

Danny wal ks back in.
DANNY

Ni cholas |’ve got a plan, but it
m ght be ri sky.

( CONTI NUED)
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NI CHOLAS
I f the snake with strings
attached is involved I'min.

VERONI CA
The what ?

NI CHOLAS
The dol | ars.

_ DANNY _ _
Veroni ca can you give us a mnute
or an hour?

Veroni ca stands up and | eaves.

DANNY ( CONT’ D)
Knock, knock. ..

| NT. BEDROOM VERONI CA'S FLAT - N GHT
Rain falls on the w ndow pane.
Ni chol as and Veronica |lie in bed by the w ndow.

VERONI CA
What di d Danny say?

NI CHOLAS
It’s top secret, | gotta keep it
on the down | ow.

Ni chol as stands up, naked and | eaves. The sound of
urinating can be heard.

Ni chol as comes back, he gets into bed.

NI CHOLAS ( CONT’ D)
|"mgoing to leave for a little
whi | e.

Veronica throws Nicholas’ briefs at him

VERONI CA
| didn’t know we were going to
have such a brief tine together!

NI CHOLAS
You just crying over m |k that
hasn’t spilt yet.

She turns and faces the wall.
NI CHOLAS
When the going gets tough, the

tough get going, and | just gotta
go.
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Ni chol as rubs her bare shoul der, she throws it away.

VERONI CA
But when will you be back?
NI CHOLAS
Soon enough. | gotta wake up real

early next norning, about 11
o’ cl ock on the dot.

She turns and faces him the windowis show ng on the
faces.

196 I NT. CAR - DAY

Danny and Nicholas are in a car.

NI CHOLAS
How | ong man, | gotta pee?
DANNY
We're al nost there, keep your
pants on.
Overhead are mles and mles or road without a house in
si ght .
197 EXT. CAR - N GHT

Ni chol as uri nat es.

NI CHOLAS
Quch! Ow

Danny gets out of the car.

DANNY
VWhat's the matter?

NI CHOLAS
Not hi ng man, nothing, let’s go.

Ni cholas gets in the car and they take off.

198 EXT. SUBURBS - DAY

The car with Nicholas enters through a large gate into a
| arge estate with a |arge house. Two GUARDS |et themin.
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199 | NT. CAR - DAY
Ni chol as | ooks around, gasping.
DANNY
For you, opportunity is com ng
twice in your lifetine.
200 | NT. BOARD ROOM - DAY

MR. KURT (70) stands in front of a roomfull of MEN, white
and bl ack. Danny and Nicholas sit at the back.

KURT
Good day, gentlenen. As ny nane
inplies | like to keep things
short. I own half a dozen and

farmns.
He wal ks around the room
KURT ( CONT’ D)
This is Africa’ s Enlightennment,
and now the Drum or whatever they
call thenselves are stuck in the
forests causing trouble!
Kurt slanms his hand on the desk.
KURT ( CONT' D)
The horror, the horror, people
dyi ng for what?
Kurt pours hinself sone tea.
KURT ( CONT' D)
|’ve called all of you to help
me, help the country.
Kurt points to Emmanuel. He crosses his face with red ink.

KURT ( CONT’' D)
| want hi m gone.

Ni chol as drags Danny out of the room

201 | NT. CORRIDOR - DAY
Ni chol as pushes Danny to the wall.

NI CHOLAS
Are you crazy, betray ny peopl e!

Danny gets Nicholas’ off.

( CONTI NUED)
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DANNY
The work m ght be wong but the
nmoney i s good.

NI CHOLAS
You' re right, what am |1 thinking?

Danny and Ni chol as wal k back into the room
Kurt’s hands are flailing.
KURT
...those guerillas want to take
us back to the forests!
Ni chol as nudges Danny
NI CHOLAS ( CONT’ D)
| thought he said he was a nman of
f ew wor ds.
Danny shrugs.
DANNY
What’'s a few t housand?

EXT. TRAI NI NG GROUNDS - DAY

Mont age sequence. Nicholas is training with other black
RECRUI TS.

They shoot guns.
They huddl e with Cooper ans other white soldiers.

Ni chol as and the other recruits | ook over a map.

EXT. CLOCK ROOM - DAY

The cl ock goes faster and faster, the cal endar shows years
have fl own by.

EXT. VILLAGE - N GHT

Ni chol as and his platoon are involved in a shootout with
guerill as.

Cooper stands in front of the VILLAGERS. He shoots the
gr ound.

COOPER
How many tinmes to | have to ask?
Where is their hideout?

Si | ence. Cooper nods to Nichol as.
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Ni chol as takes a torch flame fromthe fire.

COOPER( CONT’ D)
They’ ve run away and |eft you to
die, they don’t care about you,
we can hel p you, maize,
fertilizer...

Cooper nods to Nichol as.

Ni chol as goes to a VILLAGER who is hangi ng upsi de down,
and torches him the man screans and shouts.

COOPER
You still won’t talk. Alright
then, talk is cheap, silence is

pricy.

Cooper begins to now them down with a gun

| NT. HUT - MORNI NG
Ni chol as gets into a hut with his gun. He | ooks around.

He uncovers bl ankets ki cking things around. Then he sees
the African ldol.

NI CHOLAS
My, nmy what do we have here?

Ni chol as takes the Idol and | eaves.

EXT. FOREST - DAY

Shoot outs with guerilla forces and the recruits.

I NT. TRUCK - NI GHT

Cooper and N cholas are sitting in the back of a truck.
Ni chol as clutches the African |dol.

Cooper hands N cholas a cigarette.

COOPER
This Bl ack Jesus of yours.

Ni chol as lights the cigarette.

COOPER ( CONT’ D)
Twce | tried to get him

NI CHOLAS
What happened?
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COOPER
He’s a lucky son a bitch. First
tinme.
208 | NT. RESTAURANT - DAY - FLASHBACK

A WAI TER (24) puts cyanide into a drink.

He serves Emmanuel .

The waiter goes back.

He wat ches Emmanuel from behind the counter.

Emmanuel knocks the drink with his el bow water with the
cyani de spills.

The waiter lips "shit!’

209 I NT. TRUCK - NI GHT

COOPER
And the second tine, | was there
personal ly, when the bonb
expl oded killing the kid, | felt
bad but.

Cooper shrugs.

NI CHOLAS
He used to preach at ny church.

The truck stops and the two get out.

210 EXT. M LITARY BASE - N GHT

COOPER
Judas does the guilt keep you
awake ?

NI CHOLAS

Desperate tinmes call for
desperate nergers.

Ni cholas flicks the cigarette out of the truck.
A Black MAN (17) comes rushing, he sal utes Cooper

MAN
Perm ssion to speak, captain.

Cooper nods.
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MAN
| think we’ve found Bl ack Jesus,
and one of themjust flipped.

211 | NT. GUERI LLA M LI TARY CAMP - N GHT

Enmmanuel sits at a table with el even | eaders of the DRUM
Charlie Miine cones and sits beside him he has a
newspaper in front of him They are eating.

EMVANUEL
(to Charlie)
Ever since you left the Idol we
have had not hi ng but bad | uck.

Emmanuel di ps some bread into soup and hands it to
Charlie. Charlie accepts it.

EMVANUEL ( CONT’ D)
| f you weren’t ny son...

Emmanuel and his nen stand up.
The nmen go off to a table.
Charlie pulls his father down.
CHARLI E
Fat her don’t you think the war
has gone on | ong enough.

Emmanuel shakes hi s head.

EMVANUEL
Over ny dead body. They killed
Eugene, they will never be peace

until we wn.
Emmanuel goes to the table. They | ook over the map.

Charlie flips a coin.

212 I NT. TRUCK - NI GHT

Ni chol as, Cooper, and the other recruits are in the back
of the truck

COOPER
That Kurt has enlarged ny m nd.

NI CHOLAS
And your bank account, no doubt.

Cooper | aughs and nods.

Two white RECRU TS are in the corner of the truck
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VH TE RECRUI T
It’s just like those nonkeys to
hang around instead of fighting a
war .

They | augh.

Cooper puts a hand on Nichol as’ shoul der.

COOPER
Don"t mnd them It will soon be
all over, without the head, the
Drumw ||l go silent.

The trucks stop, the recruits get out.
EXT. GARDENS - NI GHT
Emmanuel and the el even nen stand in the garden.
EMVANUEL
That’s it nen, tonorrow we
strike.
Charlie conmes and stands beside his father.
EMVANUEL ( CONT’ D)
Charlie have you found the Ido
yet ?
Charli e shakes his head.
EMVANUEL
| don’t |ike noving about w thout
it!

Charlie conmes and hugs his father. He kisses himon the
cheek.

CHARLI E
Forgi ve ne, father

Charlie steps back. Sound of gunshots.

Emmanuel grabs his chest, he |ooks at his hands, they are
red.

The nmen duck and take out their weapons. A shootout
begi ns.

EXT. GUERI LLA M LI TARY CAVP - NI GHT

Cooper, N cholas and the other recruits start firing.
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NI CHOLAS
| got him 1 got him

COOPER
Back to the truck, back to the
truck, now
The recruits begin goi ng back.

Ni cholas is struck on the right side of his ear, he falls
back.

Cooper sees N cholas down and rushes back to hel p himup,
he fires at the guerillas in the darkness.

Cooper is hit and falls down.

Ni chol as shoots back, fromthe ground stands up, he drags
Cooper for a while.

COOPER
Go.

NI CHOLAS
| just can’t | eave you.

COOPER
That’ s an order.

Ni chol as | eaves hi m and rushes away.

Cooper drags hinself to a tree shooting, he is finally
shot after a shootout.

Guerillas cone in dozens shooti ng.

EXT. PATHWAY - NI GHT
Ni chol as junps onto the truck and the truck rushes away.

Cuerillas cone shooti ng.

| NT. KURT'S MANSI ON - DAY
Kurt is standing in front of the recruits.
KURT
Good work soldiers. It’'s a shane
Capt ai n Cooper didn't make it,
his wife and kids will be well
t aken care off.
Kurt bends down, he takes out a suitcase.

He begi ns handi ng out bricks of cash to the recruits.
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Ni chol as goes forward and recei ves sonme noney.
KURT ( CONT’ D)
Wth Enmmanuel Maine out of the
picture we can franme a new
future, bigger and better.
| NT. CORRI DOR - DAY
Sound of Kurt tal king |laughing and tal ki ng can be heard.

Danny and Ni chol as wal k through the corridor. N chol as
hol ds the African |dol.

DANNY
Sorry about you ear, buddy.

Ni chol as | ooks at the noney.

NI CHOLAS
It was worth it.

DANNY
You use that noney w sely, now.

Danny | ooks at the Idol.

NI CHOLAS
Oh this, it’s nothing.

The wal k out into the sunlight.

EXT. STEPS - DAY
Veroni ca cones and hugs N chol as.

VERONI CA
| m ssed you, baby!

NI CHOLAS
So did the guerillas.

The three of themget into the car.
Veronica sits at the back, N cholas in front.

NI CHOLAS
We not rich, but w'll be fine.

Danny starts the car.
DANNY

| think you should | eave the
country, for good.

( CONTI NUED)



218

219

CONTI NUED: 101.

NI CHOLAS
Forget it, |I've got an aunt to
take care of, and ny V for

vol upt ous.
Ni chol as ki sses Veroni ca.

DANNY
Al right, but..

NI CHOLAS
No buts.

Ni chol as | ooks at Veroni ca.

NI CHOLAS ( CONT’ D)
Ok, maybe two.

The car drives off.
Danny turns on the radio.

RADI O PRESENTER
Tal ks have begun between t he DRUM
and the white | ed National
Al liance...John Mdses will be
rel eased fromprison forty years
after being convicted of the
nmur der of white farner...

Ni chol as turns the radio channel, he listens to a song The
Heat of Darkness.

NI CHOLAS
That’s nmy song! Christ, that’s ny
song, he stole ny song.
Ni chol as turns off the radio.
DANNY

You’' ve got other songs inside of
you.

EXT. SOCCER STADI UM - DAY
Large CROADS sit on the benches.

I NT. TENT, SOCCER STADI UM - DAY

JOHN MOSES MAINE (70) sits in front of the crowd, beside
himis Charlie Mine.

MOSES
| ve heard enough, boy. W wil|
not make any deals with those

pi gs.
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CHARLI E
But grandfat her. ..

Moses puts his hand on a cane.

MOSES
Don't talk back to nme, | wll
whi p your ass, if you try ne.
This country is ours and so is
the Idol how could you lose it?

Mbses calls one of the GUARDS
The GUARD, ABBIE (34) cones forward.

ABBI E
Yes, sir.
MOSES
Don't call nme that, |I'’ma bl ack

man, ny real nane is Chunma.
Moses pulls himclose.
MOSES
Find the man who killed ny son,
and pay himhis last visit and
return the Idol
A tear rolls down his eyes. Charlie folds his arns.

MOSES ( CONT’ D)
They killed my boy. ..

EXT. STADI UM - DAY

Peopl e start pointing to the sky.

| NT. TENT, SOCCER STADI UM - DAY
Moses | eans on his cane, stands up and | ooks up.
He | aughs and summons Charli e.
MOSES
Li ke my boy predicted it’'s an
eclipse! The ancestors want us to
cover the white man, obliterate
hi m
Charlie conmes beside him
CHARLI E
Maybe t he ancestors want us to
unite with the white man.

Mbses drives the cane into Charlie’s md riff.
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MOSES
Don't tal k nonsense.

EXT. STREET - DAY

103.

Ni chol as and Veroni ca wal k hand i n hand.

PASSER - BYES | ook at themrepul sed and surprised.

Veroni ca | aughs and flicks her hair

I NT. CAR - DAY

Someone is wat ching them

EXT. STREET - DAY

The car follows from a di stance.

| NT. CHARLIE S MANSI ON - DAY
Charlie is on the phone.

CHARLI E
Yes, M. Ryan.

Charli e nods.

CHARL| E ( CONT’ D)

Yes, M. Ryan.

Charlie wites down sonet hi ng.

CHARLI E ( CONT’ D)

Yes, M. Ryan.

Charlie hangs up the phone, then picks it up again. He

di al s the nunber on the page.

EXT. DOOR STEP - N GHT

Ni chol as and Veroni ca are standi ng outside the door.

VERONI CA

Did you see the way the security

guard | ooked at us.

Ver oni ca bul ges her eyes, they both |augh.

Ni cholas is wearing a fancy suit,
with groceries inside of them

He opens the door.

he puts down the bags
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226 I NT. VERONI CA' S HOUSE - N GHT

Ni chol as and Veronica enter the house. N cholas turns on
the light, but it does not turn on.

NI CHOLAS
Mm What’s wong with the
i ghts?

They wal k into the kitchen.

227 | NT. KITCHEN, VERONI CA'S HOUSE - N GHT
Ni chol as | eaves the grocerices. They walk into the
bedr oom

228 | NT. BEDROOM VERONI CA'S FLAT - NI GHT

Ni cholas tries on the [ight, he picks up the phone, it is
sil ent.

I NT. LIVING ROOM VERONI CA'S HOUSE - NI GHT
Ni cholas tries on the Iights again.
Ni cholas lights a candle, he | ooks over the room

NI CHOLAS
VWhere's the 1d?

Ni chol as and Veronica are struck from behi nd and both
fall.

229 | NT. WARE HOUSE - NI GHT
Ni chol as opens his eyes.

He is hanging fromthe roof, he turns and sees Veronica
tied and sitting on the floor.

The African Idol is on a table glaring at him

ABBI E
Hel | o, Judas.

Ni chol as rai ses his bl oody head.

NI CHOLAS
Who are you?

Abbi e comes forward.
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ABBI E
Your worst nightnmare.

Abbi e punches him

ABBI E ( CONT’ D)
| " m going to nake sure, your | ast
day on earth is your worst.

Abbie turns to Veronica.

ABBI E ( CONT' D)
And your best.

Abbi e | aughs.

230 EXT. WARE HOUSE - NI GHT

The sound of Nichol as scream ng and Abbi e | aughi ng.

231 I NT. CHARLIE S MANSI ON - NI GHT

Moses is lying in bed about to sleep. Charlie is sitting
besi de him

MOSES
My body is still fit, must have
been the boul ders | spent the
| ast forty years grinding.

Charlie takes his pillow, he fluffs it.

CHARLI E
You just nmake sure you have a
nice, long sleep. And tonorrow we
can kick the pigs out of our
country.

Moses pulls up the covers.

MOSES
That’ s nmy boy, er..where’s the
Idol, I want it here on ny
bedpost .

CHARLI E
It’ Il be here when you wake up, |
prom se, Abbie will come with it.

Charlie winks and fluffs the pillow sonme nore.

Angl e on the stars on the night sky.
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| NT. WARE HOUSE - NI GHT

Abbi e knocks N cholas to the ground.

Ver oni ca makes a nuffl ed sound.

Abbi e picks up the African bible, he flicks it open.

ABBI E
The book of Jen Isis, witten by
the father of the man you killed,
and because you picked the fruit
of his loins, you shall surely
die and the torture is for the
African I dol and ny personal
anmusement .

Ni chol as groans on the ground, all bl oodied.
ABBI E ( CONT’ D)

Let’s see, and the good book
reads. ..

Abbi e | ooks down on N chol as.
ABBI E ( CONT’ D)
| hate | ooki ng down on your but I
can’'t help it.
Abbi e ki cks him
ABBI E ( CONT' D)
You're not |listening are you? Wy
don’t you lend nme your ear then?

Abbi e reaches down, takes a razor and slices off Nichol as’
remai ni ng ear.

Abbi e | aughs. He picks up the bible.
ABBI E ( CONT’ D)
What have we here? And he will
crush your head and you shal
bite his heel. Sound good to you?
Abbi e ki cks Abbie on the nouth, then stonps his head.
He opens the bible again.
Ni cholas crawl s away and hides in the corner.
Veroni a just nmakes nuffl ed noises.
ABBI E ( CONT' D)
And he shall crawl on his belly
and eat dust.

Abbi e | aughs.
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ABBI E ( CONT’ D)
And now goodbye.
(to Veronica)
And to you hell o.
Abbi e goes for his waist, the phone rings, he picks it up.
ABBI E ( CONT' D)
Yes. This is Abner. To what? Does
he know about this? Yes sir!
Abbi e puts the phone down.
ABBI E ( CONT' D)
Looks |i ke, the snake coward gets
to |l eave a thousand |ives.
Abbi e unties Veronica he takes the Idol and lives.
Veroni ca rushes and hugs N chol as. She cri es.
VERONI CA

This time we’re | eaving Africa
for good.

233 EXT. Al RPORT - DAY
A voice rings out.
FLI GHT ATTENDANT
The flight 11 is now prepared to

| eave. ..

Veroni ca takes the bags. She turns to Nicholas sitting
besi de her.

VERONI CA
That’ s us.
234 EXT. STREET, LONDON, DAY
Wrds witten out, SOVEWHERE IN THE M DDLE OF NORWAY
A shop witten LEATHER SHOP. Veronica puts an OPEN sign on
t he door.
235 | NT. LEATHER SHOP - DAY
Ni chol as is behind the counter.

A CUSTOMER (35) woman arrives.
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CUSTOVER
Hello, 1"mlooking for a | eather
belt. Real |eather belt.

The custoner swi ngs her pearl neckl ace.

VERONI CA
Ri ght this way. (os)These are
made fromreal snake skin..

Ni cholas rolls on his wheel chair, he picks up the
newspaper .

The custoner cones to the counter.

CUSTOVER
"1l take this.

Ni chol as nods.

NI CHOLAS
And a ki nd donation for the
di sabled, I'’mtheir chairman, get
it.

The custonmer nods and puts a coin into a tin.

NI CHOLAS ( CONT’ D)
Conme agai n.

The customer | eaves.

VERONI CA
|’ m gl ad you have willed yourself
to live, no pun intended.

Ni cholas rolls towards her. Veronica shows her belly.

NI CHOLAS
In that warehouse, | realised
that death is the god of us all
| just wished he’d get it over
and done wth.

Veroni ca takes his hand and puts it on her stonmach.
VERONI CA
Life. Death m ght stop us, but
life goes on. You just have to
roll on.

She sits on his lap. The phone rings.
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236 | NT. LEATHER SHOP/ DANNY LYON S BAR - DAY

Split screen. Danny cleans up the bar with a table cloth.
He is on the phone.

DANNY
Ni ck, you alright in the |and of
t he Vi ki ngs.
NI CHOLAS
Yeah, thanks for the | oan.
DANNY
You need to thank ne for a | ot

nor e.
A CUSTOMER (45) enters the shop.

NI CHOLAS
How so0?

DANNY
Who do you think got Abbie off
your back? | saved your ass,
three tines.

NI CHOLAS
| hear you.

DANNY
| hope you get your ears fixed.

Ni chol as hangs up the phone.
| NT. LEATHER SHOP - DAY

The custoner buys sone shoes. Nichol as goes back to his
paper. He shows it to Veronica.

NI CHOLAS
Ww, the old man is dead, and he
didn’t get to live in the land he
spent forty years in jail for?

Ni chol as whi st es.

Veroni ca holds up the newspaper. Angle on headline, JOHN
MOSES DIES IN H' S SLEEP

VERONI CA
It says here, that his grandson,
Charlie Maine will run in the
el ecti ons.

NI CHOLAS
Makes no di fference to ne.
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I NT. DANNY LYON S BAR - DAY

Danny puts a SOLD sign on the door. He opens it and gets
out .

He wal ks away.

EXT. CTY SKYLINE - DAY

A view of an African city.

Wrds witten in bold, NOI SO LONG AGO, (AD), AFRICA
DECCOLONI SED

| NT. CHARLIE'S MANSI ON - DAY

Charlie wal ks on a checkered bl ack and white floor. He
passes a BUTLER (29) and a MAID (41).

He | ooks at hinself in the mirror and adjusts his tie.
BUTLER
You |l ook |ike a man who knows how
to get things done.

Charlie nods and wal ks out, the Butler follows with a box.

EXT. DRI VE WAY - DAY

A lot of fancy cars are in the drive way. A GARDENER (23)
is in the back ground. Luggage is being put by the butler
into the boot.

A CHAUFFEUR (45) opens the door and Charlie gets in.

| NT. MERCEDES BENZ - DAY
Charlie | ooks over his newspaper.

CHARLI E
Ai rport.

The chauffeur nods and drives off.

View of electric gate opening.

EXT. ROAD - DAY
The cars pave way for the notorcade.

The nercedes passes by.
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| NT. MERCEDES BENZ - DAY
Charlie is still reading.

The chauffeur | ooks out the tinted w ndow.

EXT. PRI VATE Al RPORT - DAY
Charlie energes fromthe Mercedes.
He wal ks over a car pet.

TWO FLI GHT ATTENDANTS, one bl ack and one white (19) smle
at him Charlie gets onto the plane, followed by the
chauf feur carrying a box.

The pl ane takes off.

| NT. PRI VATE PLANE - DAY

A hand is on Charlie’'s shoulder. M. A RYAN SR (68) face
is not to be shown.

MR RYAN
Charlie, I'd |like you to neet ny
son, Arthur.

Charli e s hand shakes a white hand.

MR RYAN
Take a seat, 1’'Il be with you
shortly.

M. Ryan’s right hand waves as he speaks.

MR RYAN ( CONT’ D)
Now, no nore, playing around.

ARTHUR
Yes, father.

The |l eft hand points.

MR. RYAN
No nore, Danny Lyons.

ARTHUR
Yes, father.

MR RYAN

You have corporation to run,
don’t run from your destiny.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARTHUR
Yes, father.

Danny Lyons nods.

MR. RYAN
Now, what’'s the difference
bet ween a commpner and a row
boat .

Art hur/ Danny shrugs.

MR. RYAN
Not hing, the’'re both for sale

Art hur/ Danny | aughs.

ARTHUR
Good one dad.

M. Ryan stops | aughing.

MR. RYAN
Now it’s tine for business, you
sit on ny right hand.

Arthur and M. Ryan go and sit down, opposite Charlie.

MR. RYAN ( CONT’ D)
Agreed, you Charlie Maine wll
W n the next election.

Ryan’s |l eft hand wags.

CHARLI| E
Yes, sir.

MR. RYAN
Al'l construction, mning and
i ndustries remain in our
conpet ent hands.

CHARLI| E
Yes, sir.

Ryan’s left hand wags.
MR. RYAN
W go neet this Arab fella, and
make the sale. Deal or no deal.

CHARLI E
Yes sir, | mean deal

M. Ryan’s finger twtches.

A FLI GHT ATTENDANT (19), biracial woman brings themtea.
She pours it.

( CONTI NUED)
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He stirs

Art hur | ooks over his shoulder. He nudges Charlie.

ARTHUR
What happened to the statue over
t here?

Charlie | ooks at the African |dol.

CHARLI E
It got burnt.

ARTHUR
What is it for? Like a god?

Charlie cuts a giant cake which | ooks |ike Africa.

CHARLI E
| don’t believe in God, | believe
in good, that is a synbol of ny
roots, ny famly tree.

Art hur nmunches a cake, he nudges Charli e.

ARTHUR
| hear you, dad...M. Ryan is
al ways goi ng on and on, about our
royal bl ood from Merovingi ans,
Char |l enmagne and...| forget.

M. Ryan’s hand takes a golden crucifix fromhis jacket.

MR. RYAN
A man’s god is never an
anachroni sm

CHARLI E
Yes, sir.
ARTHUR
Speaki ng of chronic...l neant

chroni c pains.
Charlie | ooks at the idol.
CHARLI E
No matter how you | ook at it,
where you stand, it |ooks at you.
Angl e on the idol by the plane w ndow.

Vi ew of the ground bel ow.
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EXT. LI GHT HOUSE - N GHT
Wrds witten out, A LONG TI ME AGO, BEFORE THE BEGQ NNI NG

I NT. LIGHT HOUSE - N GHT
Vi ew of conputer screen. Wrds being typed out.
Angl e on the idol by the plane w ndow.
Vi ew of the ground bel ow. THE END
A bl ack hand turns off the conputer
GODFREY BLACK (30) stands up
GODFREY

And with that, the sleeping giant

rose fromit’'s cradle.
He plays with chess board figures that conprise of white
dol s and bl ack dolls. He renpves the black king and
replaces it with a white king.

CODFREY
Where did | leave it?

CGodfrey | eaves the room

| NT. POOL ROOM - NI GHT

CGodfrey | ooks around the pool table.

There is yellow ball in the center surrounded by ten
balls. Godfrey takes the pool stick, and knocks the tenth
into the hole.

Godfrey picks up the third green ball. He | eaves the poo
room

I NT. MJUSIC ROOM - NI GHT

Godfrey enters a roomw th druns and guitars, he | ooks
around, he hits the drumin rage. He | eaves the room

| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT

Godfrey enters a bedroomw th stuffed animals. There are
stuffed animals, a stuffed man and a woman. A small man on
t he wi ndow seal

Godfrey |l ooks into the closet with many mrrors.

Godfrey sighs and | eaves.
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I NT. DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Godfrey wal ks past a bow of plastic fruit, he picks up
and appl e.

| NT. DARK ROOM - NI GHT

CGodfrey peers in, the light is off.

GODFREY
Is it in here?

ECHO
Is it in here.

Codf rey | eaves.

I NT. STAIR CASE - N GHT

CGodf rey goes down the stair case.

EXT. HUT EXTERIOR - N GHT
Godfrey energes froma hut. He sniles.

GODFREY
There you are.

The floor is nmade up of brown marbles, surrounding himare
statues. Godfrey picks something up.

Godfrey places a black dumm e ADAM on his right |ap, EVE
on his left. He begins ventril oquy.

GODFREY

Hey Adam why were you hiding
fromme?

Godfrey mani pul ates the dummy.
ADAM
Getting sonme fresh air, you
should try it.

GODFREY
There is no air.

EVE
You | ook so | onely.

CGodfrey wal ks to the gl ass nmade ocean.

( CONTI NUED)
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GODFREY
| am | am
ADAM
How s the screenplay, African
| dol ?
GODFREY

It's finished, now |’m so bored.

CGodfrey sits down.

EVE
| ve got an idea, why don’'t
create |iving humans.

ADAM
Great idea, they will think and
live for thensel ves.

GODFREY
| like the sound of that,
animals, birds and fish. And nen
and wonen, it will be a great
conedy. The creatures won’t know
when they will die, great fun

battles, I’'lIl have fun testing
t hem seeing how they react.
It’ Il be wonderful!

Godfrey stands up.

ADAM
Eve what have you done?

EVE
Ok, Godfrey, | think you are
getting the wong id...

GODFREY
"Il take a wild savage ani na
and turn it into a creature like
me, fun, fun...But wait, |I’'m
al ways nmaki ng m st akes here and
there, never mnd, the little
creatures won't mind alittle
hunger and a little disease,
remenber when | | ost ny sight
because of the stroke of genius,
the watch | nmade was alright,
right? | nmean it falls off here
and there but...

CGodf rey wal ks on the gl ass.
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ADAM
CGod. . .stop. Renenber the
di nosaur s?

GODFREY
Yes! God that sounds |like a nice
nane.

Godfrey clears his throat.

GODFREY ( CONT’ D)
Let there be l|ight!

Godfrey turns white.

GODFREY
Qops, not ne the sun.

EVE
Ch, oh here we go again. CGodfrey
don’t, renmenber when you nade ny
chest too big for ny back..

GODFREY
This time it will be different.
Let there be Iight!
The sun rises over the horizon.
Godf rey | aughs hysterically.

GODFREY
It |ives!

FADE QUT:
THE END



