THE PENDULUM PROJECT

(The screenplay)
by

Luke Steven Fullenkamp

Based on the novel, The Pendulum Project 
by

Luke Steven Fullenkamp

Copyright 2013
INT: A SEASIDE HOME LIVING ROOM OVER LOOKING THE OCEAN.     NIGHT
THE YEAR 2004

Lucas is staring out the large window towards the sea into the darkness.  He is alone.

OLDER LUCAS 
(We hear his thoughts)



I’m a somewhat older man now.  But, thank God I am not alone.


She sleeps quietly in the next room.  The storm has passed so the



ocean is at relative peace once more.  It is dark and cool and calm.



And it is on such nights that the memories are the strongest; almost



as though it all happened just yesterday.  But yesterday was all of



twenty five years ago now.   (Looking down at a letter in his hand.)


It was a soothing, balmy Spring day, some three kilometers outside



the sleepy little West German village of Latfurt in 1979.  And I know



that if I live to be a hundred, I will never forget the series of events



that began that day.  How could it have happened?
INT: AT THE ECCELERATOR COMPLEX, IN THE CONTROL BUILDING FILLED WITH 1979 TECH EQUIPMENT.     


 DAY
Young Lucas is by a control panel looking out a large observation window with dread.

Mark is at the controls of another panel.

LUCAS



Shut it down!  Mark!  Shut it down!

EXT: (SPFX) THE PLATE 30 YARDS OUTSIDE THE CONTROL BUILDING
There is a fifty foot square metal plate with towers in each of four corners.  Electric bolts flashing from the towers.  One of two rabbits escapes from a small wooden cage in the center of the plate.  It runs towards the edge in a blind panic.  Reaching the edge, it disappears in a bright flash of light.

INT:  BACK IN THE CONTROL BUILDING
Mark is flipping switches quickly.
LUCAS



Blast it, Mark, we killed it.”

MARK 
(Walks over to Lucas looking somber)



Well, I suppose we should notify the next of kin.  Do you think we could



save the relatives some travel time and just mail the remains back in a 



thimble?  (Then he laughs)  Come on, ol’ buddy, lighten up.  It’s just a



rabbit.”

LUCAS 
(Half smiling)

Now that’s cold.  Maybe it was only a small lab rabbit, but it was one of God’s creatures too; and just because we’re doing all of this for science, doesn’t give us the right to kill things without good cause.
     MARK
                             (More sensitive now)

Now take it easy.  Look, Lucas, it was an accident, right.  We didn’t mean

for it to happen, but sometimes it just does.   (Smiles a mischievous smile)

And besides, I’m getting hungry.  Let’s go out and see if there’s any roast

rabbit left on the plate.

Young Lucas looks down, shakes his head and reveals a slight smirk.

EXT: LUCAS AND MARK WALKING OUT TO THE PLATE

                                 OLDER LUCAUS 
                    (Narrating as they walk to the plate)
Mark Kessler had always been the more calming ying to my, sometimes,

excitable yang.  He always knew how to lift me up when things went

wrong.  It had been that way ever since we first met in our freshman year at MIT and became instant friends.  And when we were going for our

doctorates in quantum physics together, he made sure that I got out to 

have a little fun whenever things started getting too serious.  And then, there we were, working with the huge particle accelerator; Big Momma, as 

she was dubbed.  We had quite a celebration when we first found out we 

had been given the grant and the use of the great machine for one year.  We were working on a method of restructuring living cells using electro-static fields.  And since we were attempting to make the cells young again, we called it the Pendulum Project.  For it was our hope that one day we would give the medical community a means of rejuvenating damaged or diseased tissue in humans.  Our experiments had shown enough  
promise back in the States that the US and West German governments 

let us stay together as a team on the project.  But Mark and Kyle and Jake
were more than just my work associates.  They were my very good friends.

EXT: AT THE PLATE

Kyle and Jake come out of the smaller power building next to the control building and
walk towards the plate also.

JAKE



Hey, guys!  What happened!  Why’d you shut her down so fast?
KYLE



Yeah, what’s the deal?  We just had her up to cruising speed.
MARK



We had an escaped rabbit.

JAKE



So, where is it?

Kyle and Jake now join them at the plate.
MARK

(With a slight smirk)



Half way to France by now.

KYLE


Oh, she got to the edge of the plate, did she.  At that voltage there 



won’t be much left.

They all start to look around.
KYLE
(Continuing)



Where did she come off the plate?  I want to take a few samples anyway.



Even a little fur would do.

JAKE



Look for the black spot on the ground.  That much power would leave a



mark where it entered.

They continue to look but find nothing.
LUCAS



There’s got to be something here; even the smallest piece.

MARK

(Shaking his head)



That was quite a jolt.  Maybe I should have said she’s half way to



Cleveland by now.

They all smile at his morbid little joke.
MARK

(Continuing)

(Looking around puzzled with his hands on his hips)


I don’t get it.  There’s gotta be something left.

JAKE


Well, I should probably tell you, the readings on the gauges showed



well over eighty million volts, but… (He pauses unsure)

LUCAS



But what?

JAKE



Well…even though the gauges were showing eighty million plus volts



…I mean…I think we might have experienced a sliding charge on this



run.

MARK



Why do you think that, Jake?

JAKE



Because the gauges read eighty plus, but the amp readings were way off 



the scale…but who knows.

KYLE

(A little anxious)



Come on, guys.  Find something for me to check; a toenail…anything.

LUCAS



Well, if nothing else, we still have rabbit number two in the cage.

Kyle then bends over and picks up a leaf.
MARK



Did you find something?

KYLE



I’m not sure.

MARK



So what’s up?

KYLE



Well, I’ll have to check this back at the lab, but I gotta tell you guys, 



this leaf’s not right.

JAKE



What do you mean, not right?

They all go over to take a look at it.
MARK



So explain it to us.

KYLE



It’s a maple leaf, but it looks more like an Autumn leaf than a Spring 



one.  Look at the yellow color.  I won’t know for sure until I get it under 



a microscope, but there are certain chemical changes that occur in leaves 



in the Fall.  If I’m right about this, it should be fairly easy to confirm.

LUCAS

(Unhappy)



Well, I sure hope you’re wrong.  That would really be a kick in the head.

JAKE



Why so?

LUCAS



Because, if Kyle is right, and that leaf passed over the plate while it was 



on, it could mean that we actually aged the cells instead of making them 



younger.

KYLE



I don’t think so.  This looks like something different.  Besides, I’m 



not sure I’m even right.  Let’s not jump to conclusions.

MARK



Let’s go check it at the lab.

EXT:  THEY PICK UP THE CAGE WITH RABBIT NUMBER TWO FROM THE PLATE AND RIDE A CART UP TO THE OLD CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL AT THE TOP OF THE HILL
OLDER LUCAS
(Narrating as they go)



The old children’s hospital had been put at our disposal for lab space for



the duration of the project.  According to the history that we knew about 



it, it had apparently been a children’s hospital during World War Two, 



but had since been converted into lab space for the accelerator after it was 



constructed in the late 1960’s.  We had all the latest equipment, so I knew 



it wouldn’t take long for Kyle to confirm or disprove his theory about the 



leaf.

INT:  IN THE OLD CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL IN THEIR LAB.
Kyle is looking intently at the leaf through a microscope.

KYLE



Yep, it’s a Fall leaf alright; no question.

LUCAS
(Still unhappy)



So, what does this tell us?  Could it be a leftover from last Autumn?

KYLE



Nope, not a chance.  This fell from a tree less than four hours ago.

MARK



But how can that be?  It’s Spring.  Are you sure about that Hamon?

KYLE



Dead sure.  The chemical signatures are clear.  I don’t know what it 



means, but I’m sure about the timing of the leaf.  When a leaf is released--


or removed--from a tree in Autumn, certain chemical changes begin to 



take place immediately.  It all happens along a very precise time line that 

can be measured by cellular degeneration.  Trust me, guys.  I’m right about this one.

Jake goes over to a vending machine and gets a soda.

JAKE



So, what’s the big deal.  We made a leaf older.  Let’s just reverse the 



polarity and try again.

LUCAS



Actually, that’s not a bad idea.  But before we do, I think Kyle should 



examine rabbit number two and see how it was affected.

MARK



Right…this thing could have been a fluke.  I’d like to know if that rabbit 



shows any changes.

KYLE



Well, I could give you a quick preliminary of the fur if you’d like.

Kyle opens the cage and snips a little fur from rabbit number two with a scissors.  
KYLE

(Continuing)



Mark, will you get me the readings on the fur from rabbit A77Q5A.

Mark goes over to a file cabinet and fingers through until he finds the file.  He then hands it to Kyle.
MARK



Here ya go.

KYLE

(Not even looking up from the microscope)



Thanks.  

They all wait anxiously to hear his results.

JAKE



Well?

KYLE

(Looking briefly at the file)



Yes, there has been a slight change; and for the better.  There has been



some slight restructuring in the cells; the tiniest bit of what I would call



regeneration.

LUCAS

(Very puzzled)



That just doesn’t make any sense.

Jake is sipping on his soda.
JAKE



So, we made a leaf much older and a rabbit slightly younger.

KYLE

(Shrugging his shoulders)



It would seem so.  I can do a complete dissection of rabbit number two

tomorrow and probably have more to tell you.  But for right now, that’s all I can say.

They all just look at each other in confusion.

MARK
(His eyes brighten)

Well, Doctor von Schmelt will be here tomorrow.  Maybe he can help us figure it out.

LUCAS

(Doubt in his voice)

I don’t know, Mark.  He’s quite the genius, that’s for sure; not to mention being the foremost authority in the world on cellular regeneration.  But I wonder how much sense our procedures will make to him.  (Shrugging) Oh well, we had to include him when we got the grant.  You remember how the West Germans insisted.  I guess we’re stuck with him.
JAKE



Who cares.  If he can help us figure this one out, fine.  If not, we’ll just 



tell him some mumbo jumbo about electro static fluctuations and



permutations and then send him packing back to Dusseldorf, or 



wherever it is he comes from.

MARK

(Sighing)



I guess we’re done for now.  It’s almost six.  Let’s finish shutting down


the accelerator and call it a day.

EXT:  THE GUYS LEAVE THE COMPLEX IN THEIR AUTO WAVING AT THE GUARDS AT THE FRONT GATE AS THEY LEAVE.                      EVENING

We see the car driving to the Bruckheimer chateau which is their home during the project.

EXT:  THE PATIO BEHIND THE CHATEAU                                      EVENING

Lucas is cooking steaks on a grill.  Kyle is feeding the remaining rabbit in its wooden cage.  Jake comes out of the house in his evening sweats with a beer in his hand and sits down in a patio chair while putting his feet up on another chair.

KYLE



Eat hardy, cottontail.  Tomorrow you give your life for science.

Jake pulls a 1979 style printer sheet from his pocket and begins to scan it.  Kyle looks over at him.

KYLE

(Shaking his head)



Now that’s dedication.  

LUCAS



Yeah.  Haven’t you had enough for one day, Welder?

Just then, Mark Kessler walks out in a robe while drying his hair with a towel.

MARK



Are the steaks ready yet?  I’m so hungry I could eat rabbit number one…



that is, if there was anything left of her.

LUCAS



They will be soon.   (He then looks at Jake)   See if you can get Welder to



give it up for the day, will you.

MARK



You still workin’, Jake?

Mark then takes his towel and snaps it at Jake’s feet still propped up on a chair.

JAKE

(Aggravated)



OK, ya bunch of buggers.  (He sighs)  I’ll let it go.  But if that isn’t a



classic signature for a sliding charge, I don’t know what is.
Jake sets the printout sheet on the patio table while the guys all become somber.  Kyle walks over to the table and picks up the sheet to have a look for himself.

KYLE



So, you really think it was a sliding charge?  You think they really exist?
JAKE



Oh yeah.  It may be considered only a theory by some, but that’s the



second one I’ve seen from this accelerator.  And if it hadn’t been for



the auto-shutdown sequencer, we could have lost control of her.

LUCAS

(Still tending the steaks on the grill)



So, Jake, can you explain to me exactly what a sliding charge is?

JAKE
(A bit uncomfortable with his answer)



Well, I don’t think anyone can say exactly what it is.  I mean…I 



know it’s still a theory.  (A bit more confident now)  Think of it like



this.  Imagine a flowing river, and you just opened a flood gate from



a lake that spills into that river.  Now that means that there will be 



more water.  And because there is more force behind the water the 



river will flow faster.  But what if, suddenly, the flood gate failed, 



and all the water in the lake came rushing out all at once?

MARK



Well, then you’d have a flood.

JAKE



Right, but what really happens when the dam breaks?  Suddenly, all



that water comes rushing out and causes the brisk flowing river to 



become a powerful torrent.  And the water can rush into the river so



quickly and so forcefully that the water near the surface will actually



move faster than the water near the bottom; it slides over the top.

KYLE



So, what are you saying?

JAKE



What I’m saying is—it’s like we’re measuring the force of the water



at the bottom of the river and completely missing out on what’s 



happening near the surface.

LUCAS
(Captivated by the explanation)



And what is happening near the surface?

JAKE

(With wide eyes)



A lot of energy release.

MARK



How much?

JAKE

(Now uncomfortable again)



Well…that’s just it.  It’s hard to say.  How fast and forcefully was



the river moving to begin with?  It’s all relative to the base.

Mark then looks up and sees that the steaks are burning.
MARK


Damn!  The steaks are burning.

Lucas was so captivated by Jake’s explanation of a sliding charge that he forgot about the steaks.  He rushes over to the grill to turn them.

LUCAS

Blast it!  Sorry guys.  (He turns them quickly)   But…Jake…what kind of effect did it have on our experiment today?

Kyle then pulls the leaf he found near the plate from his pocket.  He, too, is finding it hard to let go of the work of the day.  
KYLE



Maybe this.   (He says while holding it up for all of them to see.)  



Something very odd happened today.

MARK



And we really don’t know what that was.  You know, I’ve been thinking,



maybe we shouldn’t share this leaf thing with von Schmelt just yet.

LUCAS



I agree.  We don’t know what to make of it ourselves.  I’m not 



comfortable sharing it with a stranger until we know more.

The steaks are ready now and the guys sit down at the table for their dinner. They begin to eat, but Kyle pauses for a moment.  He does not look up from his plate.

KYLE



What do you think the odds are that we witnessed some sort of temporal



displacement?

They remain quiet for a moment.  

JAKE

I’ve seen it on Lucas’ and Mark’s faces all evening.  I’m surprised
one of them didn’t ask.

Lucas and Mark glance up at each other briefly, but do not speak.

INT:  LUCAS’ BEDROOM VERY EARLY THE NEXT MORNING

Mark pokes his head through the door.

MARK



Rise and shine, buddy.

LUCAS

(Just waking up)



Rise and shine?   (Squints at his alarm clock)   What’s the hurry? 



It’s only five thirty.

MARK



Von Schmelt, remember.

LUCAS

(Leans up on one elbow)



Oh yeah, von Schmelt.  I forgot about him.  OK, I’m moving.

Lucas sits up on the side of his bed and wipes the sleep from his face.

INT:  THE DINING ROOM OF THERE HOME
The guys come down stairs cleaned, dressed and ready for the day.  As they meet in the dining room, their housekeeper Mrs. Otterman comes into the home.

MRS. OTTERMAN
(With a German accent)



You boys is up already?  It vill only take me a few moments to get

                        da eggs and bacon in da fry pan.

MARK


No eggs and bacon this morning, Mrs. Otterman.  We have to go to



the complex early.

MRS. OTTERMAN



Vell den, how about some toast and coffee.

MARK


That would be great.

The guys sit down at the table, but are still a bit nervous and quiet.  Mrs. Otterman notices.

MRS. OTTERMAN



Today is a big day for you boys, yah?

KYLE

(Mimicking her German accent)



Yah, today ve meet da big cheese.

MRS. OTTERMAN



Vell, good luck.  I vill say a prayer for you boys.

EXT: GOING OUT TO THE AUTO TO LEAVE FOR THE COMPLEX

The guys say thank you to Mrs. Otterman as they get into the car.

INT: THEY GET INTO THE AUTO AND LEAVE FOR THE COMPLEX
EXT: ENTERING THE ACCELERATOR COMPLEX THROUGH THE GUARDED GATE.  

The guys wave and smile at the guards as they enter the complex and park.

INT: IN THE CONTROL BUILDING AT THE COMPLEX

As they enter the building, Hans and Klaus (the German night technicians) are working behind one of the control panels.

LUCAS



Wie geht’s, boys.  How’s it going?

HANS
(With a German accent)



Oh, hi dere, guys.  Ve found a little short in dis vone, but I tink ve



got it nailed down.

JAKE



Das ist gute, ya.  We want to make sure she’s ready today.  We have



a visitor coming and we might want to fire her up for him.

KLAUS
(With a German accent)


Dat is no problem.  She’s ready.

The technicians then leave for the day and the guys set about gathering their books of research materials to share with Doctor von Schmelt.  A quick fade to a few minutes later and Kyle plops the last of the data books onto the conference table in the middle of the room.
LUCAS



Well, I think that’s it.  I guess we’ll just have to see how it goes now.

KYLE



Almost, I think the results of a few of the early tries are still over in



the lab at the hospital.

MARK



Blast!  You’re right.  (He snaps his fingers)  I meant to bring them 



over yesterday and completely forgot.  We got so involved with that



mishap during the experiment, I just didn’t think about it.

JAKE



No problem.  I’ll slip over in a cart and get them.  I shouldn’t be more



than a few minutes.

Lucas is now looking out the window that faces the parking lot.

LUCAS



Never mind.  A very large, black car just came through the gates.  And



considering the emblem on the side, and the dark tinted windows, it’s



a pretty sure bet that it’s von Schmelt.

The other guys walk over and join him by the window.  The guards straightened briskly as his car came through the gates.  The guys see the driver step out and open the car door for its very important occupant. He is a tall, thin man in his early seventies.  His hair is short and gray, and the lines in his face reveal the length of his years.  He’s in a coal black trench coat and holds a black briefcase with the long fingers of his right hand.  His glasses are little more than two thick lenses held in a wire frame.  He begins to walk up the sidewalk to the control building.  Lucas looks a bit shaken.

LUCAS



Son of a gun, guys.  I left my record book in the back room.  Stall him for



a few moments till I get back, will ya.

KYLE

(Not concerned at all)



Sure, no problem, Lucas.

INT: THE BACK ROOM OF THE CONTROL BUILDING

Lucas walks hurriedly towards the back room which is little more than a large closet.  It has some file cabinets and a desk with a single chair in it.  He retrieves his record book

from one of the cabinets and starts towards the door.  He then pauses as he hears Mark begin the introductions.

MARK


Doctor von Schmelt, this is our microcellular specialist Kyle Hamon.

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(With a German accent)



How do you do.

MARK



And this is our static technician Jake Welder.

OLDER VON SCHMELT



So very nice to meet you.

MARK



And I am Mark Kessler, one of the quantum physics technicians on



the project.

Now there is a rather pregnant pause.  Lucas realizes that Mark is waiting for him to show himself.  He takes a deep breath and enters the room as casually as he can.

INT:  BACK IN THE MAIN ROOM OF THE CONTROL BUILDING

MARK



Ah, Doctor von Schmelt, this is Lucas Fuller; our team leader and…
That is as much as Mark can say.  When the doctor sees Lucas he clutches his chest and goes down on one knee.  His face turns white and he begins gasping for breath.  The guys are sure that he is having a major heart attack right in front of them.  They all rush forward and help the ailing von Schmelt to a chair.
JAKE


I’ll get a glass of water.

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(Catching his breath)



No…no dat von’t be necessary.  Just give me a few moments and I vill


be fine.

The guys continue to look at him with concerned eyes, but, presently, his color returns to his face and he reveals a little smile.
OLDER VON SCHMELT

(Continuing while recovering quickly)



I’m sorry dat I frightened you fellows.  Really, I’m just fine.  Dis old



ticker of mine acts up now and den.  But, please, understand, everyting



is all right.   (Now he looks to Lucas with wide eyes.)   And now, you 


vill help me up, yah.  
LUCAS

(A little shaken)



Certainly, sir.

Lucas helps the old fellow to his feet.

OLDER VON SCHMELT


I assure you dat all is vell.   (He continues to look at Lucas with piercing


eyes.)   Tell me, Mr. Fuller, ve have met before, yah?
LUCAS


Uh…no…I mean…I have seen photographs of you, sir, but this is the



the first time I have had the honor of meeting you in person.

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(Oddly unconvincing)



Yah, dat must be it.  I most probably have seen a photograph of you as



vell.   (Then he laughs.)

MARK


Doctor von Schmelt, I think we should call the medical people and have



them examine…

OLDER VON SCHMELT
(Insistent)



No…no medical people; I have had my fill of dem.  You boys trust



me, I am just fine.

The guys look at each other and shrug their shoulders.

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(Continuing)



Now, boys, I vould like to examine some of your findings.

MARK



Of course.  Lucas, why don’t you show Doctor von Schmelt some



of the early readings from your journal.

LUCAS

(Still a little flustered)



My journal?  Oh, right.  Uh…let’s all have a seat and look over some



of these records.

They all take seats around the conference table.  There are a few shots of von Schmelt and the guys looking over the material.  Von Schmelt seems to make the occasional little joke.  Time fades forward and they are still at the table.

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(More friendly and relaxed now)



Vell, boys, I must say dat I am truly impressed by your vork.  Vhy do you



tink dat your later experiments vere more successful dan da early vones?
JAKE



That’s easy; we turned up the juice.

VON SCHMELT



Da juice?

KYLE



Yeah, the more we increased the amperage and voltage on the static



grid, the more restructuring we observed in the cells.

OLDER VON SCHMELT


Very interesting.  I tink you boys can count on a good report from me.

The guys look at each other with satisfied smiles, but try to hide them from the doctor.

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(Continues)



Now, boys, vill you bring me out to dis platform dat you have



and show me how it vorks.

MARK



Yes, of course.  Please come and see.
EXT: THE STATIC PLATE SOME 30 YARDS OUTSIDE THE COTROL BUILDING

They are at the plate.
OLDER VON SCHMELT



Is dis da accelerator?
JAKE



No, this is just the plate.  Most of the accelerator is under ground.



It’s a ten kilometer loop.

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(Enthusiastic)



My, but dis is a very large platform.  Dis is really someting.

JAKE



Yes, it’s quite large.  And it needs to be.  We channel over eighty million



volts of static through her at the highest amperages we can generate.

OLDER VON SCHMELT



And dat’s what makes it vork?

MARK



Well…not completely.  There is an iron grid underneath the plate that 



we can rotate at a great velocity, either clockwise or counter clockwise.

LUCAS



Yes, it’s very important that we be able to do this because it’s the 



circular motion of the static field that seems to affect the cells of 



living tissue at their atomic level.

OLDER VON SCHMELT


Vith all dat power I’m amazed dat da rabbits are not electrocuted.

KYLE


That’s not a problem.   (He walks over to the edge)   The grid and the



plate are completely insulated from the ground.  If you will look here,



sir, you will see the thick material we use to separate it from the 



earth.  This is a newer type of insulator that was invented by NASA



in the United States for the space program.  It’s one of the best 



insulators known today.  It was incorporated into all the US 



spacecraft after the electrical short fire that killed the three Apollo



astronauts.  Its conductive capacity is absolutely zero; even when wet.
OLDER VON SCHMELT
(His look distant)



Vhat vould happen if da plate did come in contact vith da ground?

JAKE

(With wide eyes)



Then our test rabbits would be incinerated to fine ash.
INT: BACK IN THE CONTROL BUILDING AGAIN
Kyle and Jake take their positions in the power building next door while Mark and Lucas and von Schmelt are in the control building.
LUCAS



Jake and Kyle are in the power building now and will control the reaction



in the accelerator.  Mark will remain here and control the power to the



plate.  You and I can go back out to the plate again now.

EXT: BACK OUT AT THE PLATE

Lucas brings von Schmelt back out to the plate.  They stop about ten yards away.
LUCAS



This is really as close as we should get to it.  With the kind of power



that Big Momma puts out, it wouldn’t be wise to get any closer.

OLDER VON SCHMELT



Big Momma?

LUCAS

(With a little laugh)



Yes, that’s what we call the accelerator.  (He then speaks into his



communicator)  OK, guys, let’s bring her up slow.

OLDER VON SCHMELT



Oh, you have da valkie-talkies, yah.

LUCAS



Well…they’re not your usual walkie-talkies.  A common radio wave


would be completely disrupted by the static fields.  This is another



invention of the US space program.  They’re laser communicators.



They work with laser light.  It allows us to stand in the proximity of the



plate without scrambling our signal.

OLDER VON SCHMELT



I see…and you can talk to da people in da buildings vith dis?  Dey can’t



hear you vithout it? 
LUCAS

That’s right.  I need it to communicate with Mark in the main building and Kyle and Jake in the power shack.

OLDER VON SCHMELT



Ah, yah, da power shack; dat is vhere da power comes from.
LUCAS



Yes, Kyle and Jake control the reaction in the accelerator



while Mark and I regulate the power flow to the grid from the main 



building.  But we’re only going to take her up to a few million volts



right now, so Mark should be able to handle it himself.

(SPFX)

They begin to notice small static flashes emanating from the regulators on the four towers at each corner of the plate.  Mark’s voice is then heard over the communicator.
MARK



There’s two million volts, folks.  I’m going to start the grid rotation.

Now the static flashes from the towers subside and the regulators at the tops of the towers begin to hum softly.
LUCAS



You see, Doctor, once we start the rotation of the grid underneath the



plate, the circular motion of the charge quiets things down.

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(Seemingly with great interest)



I see.

LUCAS



Yes, but once we get her up to eighty million plus, even the rotation of



 the grid doesn’t prevent the bolts from leaping from the regulators.

OLDER VON SCHMELT


So den, you can’t be near da plate vhen da power goes dat high?

LUCAS



Well…actually…we can.  It’s not recommended, but we have some



specially insulated boots and gloves that we can wear if we want to 



observe near the plate while the power is that strong.  They’re made



of the same material that we use to insulate the plate.  But we don’t



have much need to work so close.  Mark and I just usually observe


from the main building.

OLDER VON SCHMELT



Very good.  I tink I have seen everyting I need to make my report.  You



boys are doing a fine job.  You can count on a good report from me.   (He 



then looks at Lucas strangely)   But I vould like to see dose boots and 


gloves before I leave.

LUCAS



Of course, we have a few pairs in the main building.  Let’s go have a look.



(He then speaks into his communicator)   OK, guys, you can start bringing



her off-line now.

INT: BACK IN THE CONTROL BUILDING

Back in the control building again, Lucas and Mark show von Schmelt the boots and the gloves he seems so interested in.  They then walk him to his car in the parking lot for a final goodbye.

EXT: VON SCHMELT’S CAR

OLDER VON SCHMELT



Vell, tank you again, boys, for showing me everyting.

The driver opens the door for him and he gets in.

LUCAS



Thank you for coming, Doctor.

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(Speaking through the window)



Please tell da udder boys dat I tank dem too.  You can be sure dat



my report vill be a good vone.

As the car drives off, Mark and Lucas go to the power building to join Jake and Kyle while they continue to shut down the accelerator.

INT: THE POWER BUILDING

When Mark and Lucas enter they find Jake and Kyle sitting on a desk chatting while they wait for the charge in the large underground loop to dissipate.

JAKE

(Looking over and spying them)



Is he gone?

MARK



Yeah, he’s outta here.

KYLE



Good.  That guy gave me the heebie geebies.  I don’t know what


it was about him, but I’m glad that’s over.

INT: THE MAIN CONTROL BUILDING

The guys are entering as Hans and Klaus are coming in for the evening shift.  They say hello and goodbye to the men.  They then leave the building and head for their car as they chat.

KYLE



What do you think, guys, should we keep the dissection of rabbit



 number two for tomorrow?  I’m beat.

LUCAS



Sounds good to me.  I’m beat myself.  Something about the doctor’s



visit really took it out of me.

MARK



Well, you’ll feel better in a little while.  Mrs. Otterman is cooking



 the meal this evening, remember.

LUCAS



Thank you God.

EXT: THE CAR DRIVING AWAY

INT:  BACK IN THE DINING ROOM OF THE CHATEAU

They are just finishing their meal as Mrs. Otterman serves them all a sweet after dinner confection
LUCAS

(While eating his desert)



So, Mark, what do you think von Schmelt will say in his report?
MARK

(Also eating)



Hard to say.  You know these brainy types; he could say anything.



He might praise us for our enthusiasm and damn us for our



unusual methods.

KYLE



Talk about unusual, I thought the doctor was a bit on the fringe 



 himself.

JAKE



I should say.  One moment he’s sick as a dog and looking at us 



like we’re men from outer space.  And the next thing you know



he’s our good buddy.  I thought he was definitely a bit spooky.

Just then the telephone rings in the next room.

MRS. OTTERMAN

(Calls from the next room)



Mr. Fuller, da call is for you!

LUCAS

(Calling back to her)



Thank you, Mrs. Otterman.  Excuse me, guys.  I’m hoping that 



 this is the report from the States I’ve been waiting for.

INT: THE NEXT ROOM

Lucas enters the next room and gets the phone from Mrs. Otterman.  She then exits.

LUCAS



(To Mrs. Otterman)  Thank you.  (On the phone)   Hello.

HANS
(We can hear him softly)



Yah, hello, dis is Hans over at da complex.

LUCAS

(Disappointed)



Yes, hello, Hans, what’s up?

HANS



Uh…Lucas…dere is a fellow here from the government who



vould like to ask you a few questions.
LUCAS



What government fellow is that?  What’s his name?
HANS



Uh…he did not say, but he said he is from da Vest German



department of energy.

LUCAS

(With resignation)



Alright, Hans, the guys and I will be there in a few minutes.

HANS



Vell…he said he just vants to talk to you.

LUCAS

(A little confused)



Just me?  Oh well, I am listed as the team leader.  All right, Hans,



tell the gentleman that I will be there in a few minutes.

HANS



I vill.  Tanks, Lucas, I’ll see you den.

INT: THE DINING ROOM

Lucas walks back into the dining room

MARK

(Looking up)



Was it the call you were expecting?
LUCAS

(Aggravated)



No.  It was Hans.  Some government big wig from the department


of energy showed up at the complex and wants to ask the team



leader a few questions.

MARK

(With raised eyebrows)



Do you want me to go with you?

LUCAS



No.  I should be fine.  We have all the authority we need



to be doing what we’re doing.  If he gives me any trouble,



I’ll just tell him he’s going to have to take it up with his



superiors
MARK

(He laughs)



And we know how that will go.

LUCAS



This shouldn’t take too long.   (He picks up the car keys from



the table)   When I get back, guys, we can talk about where we



want to start up again tomorrow.

EXT: THE CAR DRIVES AWAY DOWN THE ROAD

EXT: LUCAS DRIVES INTO THE PARKING LOT AT THE COMPLEX

INT: THE MAIN CONTROL BUILDING

Lucas comes through the door to find the large control room empty.  He pauses, confused, for a moment.  Doctor von Schmelt then enters from the back room.

LUCAS
(A bit befuddled)



Doctor…von Schmelt?  Doctor, what are you doing here?

OLDER VON SCHMELT



Oh, hello…Mr. Fuller, is it?  I’m sorry dat I had to call you back,



but you see I had a small notebook in my pocket—dat I used to


take my notes today—and now I can’t find it.  It must have fallen



out of my pocket vhile ve vere touring da grounds.

LUCAS
(Still confused)



But Hans said that someone from the energy department was here



to…

OLDER VON SCHMELT



Oh…is dat right.  Vell, he must have been confused.  I just told him



dat I vanted to see vone of you boys to help me find my notebook.

LUCAS
(Accepting)



Alright, Doctor, I’ll help you look for your notebook.  Do you



have any idea where you may have lost it?

OLDER VON SCHMELT


Vell, now dat you mention it, I tink it could have happened vhile ve



vere near da plate.  I vas bending over to look at da insulation 



underneath.

LUCAS



Alright, Doctor, I’ll look there.

OLDER VON SCHMELT



And vhile you are looking dere, I’ll check da parking lot.

LUCAS



Very good then.

EXT: THE PLATE

Lucas and von Schmelt leave the control building.  Lucas walks out to the plate.  He looks around briefly and then spies something small and black on the plate near the center.  He walks over to a gauge on the plate and checks it to be sure there is no current present.  Satisfied, he steps up onto the plate and walks to where the black thing is.  He then picks it up.  He sees that it is a small notebook with the name Doctor Victor von Schmelt in gold on the cover.

LUCAS

(Talking to himself out loud)



I don’t get it?  How did this get here?  We weren’t on the plate today.

Lucas suddenly hears a sound.  He recognizes it as the grid rotating underneath the plate.  

LUCAS

(Out loud again)



What the…That’s the grid.

(SPFX)

He then spies the small electric bolts coming from the regulators on the towers.

LUCAS

(With panic)



Oh my God.  The plate’s on.   (He looks towards the power

building and shouts)   Hans!  Klaus!
(SPFX)
Now the electric bolts are getting larger and larger.  Lucas then sees Doctor von Schmelt coming towards him from the direction of the control building.

LUCAS



Doctor von Schmelt!  Don’t come too near!  The plate is on!  Go



into the power shack and tell them I’m on the plate.   (But von



Schmelt keeps walking toward him)  Doctor?  Did you hear what



I said?

OLDER LUCAS

(Narrating)



It was then that I noticed the gloves and the boots he had on.  And 



he was carrying a long metal rod that looked like one of the flag



poles from our back room.  And then, with cold, stark eyes he spoke


to me –but in German.

OLDER VON SCHMELT



You didn’t think I recognized you, did you, boy?
LUCAS

(Very confused)



What do you mean?

OLDER VON SCHMELT



So, you have discovered the fountain of youth, yes.  You have not



changed at all since the day we met.
LUCAS



Since the day we met?  Doctor, this is the day we met.

OLDER VON SCHMELT



Oh…you really expect me to believe that?  I don’t know how you 



got away from me then, but it will not happen this time.

(SPFX)

He then holds up the metal pole to show Lucas.  And the static bolts from the towers are now huge.  

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(Continues)



What did you do with Friedrich?

LUCAS



Friedrich?  I don’t know any Friedrich.

OLDER VON SCHMELT
(Looking a Lucas with a blank stare)



I will give you a choice.  You can step off the plate and do it



yourself, or I will throw this pole against the side and the



result will be the same, yes?  I doesn’t matter to me how it’s



done.  But I will not let you destroy me first.

LUCAS


Look…Doctor…I don’t know who you think I am, but I assure



you, I am no threat to you.  (And then he shouts again with all



his might)  Hans!  Klaus!

OLDER VON SCHMELT



They can’t hear you, boy.  They are under my orders to keep the



accelerator going until I tell them to turn it off.  You see, I am 

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(Continues)



conducting my own little experiment.

OLDER LUCAS
(Narrating)



It was plain to see that von Schmelt had duped the men somehow.



I was sure that they didn’t know I was on the plate.  Still, I had to 



do something soon or I would be reduced to fine ash in an instant.



I thought about my options.  And there weren’t many.  In fact,



there was only one.  I would try to make a jump for it.  If I could 


get a running start, and jump high enough and far enough, I might



be able to get away from the plate without being grounded.



Unfortunately, at that voltage and distance, the odds were that the



charge would arc and ground through me as soon as I touched the



earth.  Still, it seemed to me at that moment, it was the only option



available—the only chance I had to survive; slim though it was.  

LUCAS



Alright then, I’ll do it myself. 

Lucas starts to back up slowly.  

OLDER VON SCHMELT



Very good.  I always did think of you as a rather brave man.  



Not just anyone could have done what you did.

LUCAS



You might want this for further reference.  

(SPFX)

Lucas then throws the notebook in von Schmelt’s direction.  And while the doctor is momentarily distracted, he starts to run towards the edge of the plate.  In the next instant von Schmelt seems to realize what he is doing and throws the metal pole at the plate.  Lucas makes it into the air an instant before the pole makes contact.  There is a very bright flash and the sound of hissing as the metal pole evaporates from the huge current being grounded.  Lucas hits the ground and all goes black.

EXT: OUTSIDE THE MAIN CONTROL BUILDING  (THE PAST  NOV. 1943)                   NIGHT

Lucas is laying unconscious on the ground.  He then starts to stir.

LUCAS

(We hear his thoughts)



Cold…I’m so cold.  (He slowly lifts himself from the ground)  



Where am I?   (And then he remembers).  Von Schmelt, where



is he?  ( He looks around to see if he is there)   Just wait till I get



my hands on that crazy old man.   (He looks down at his hands)   

My fingers are tingling.  How long have I been out?  I wonder
why he didn’t finish me when he had the chance?   (He looks

left and right)   Why is it so dark?  Where are all the security lights?

Lucas is still dizzy, but trots up towards the control building.  He then stops dead in his tracks.
LUCAS

(Continuing, we still hear his thoughts)



Where is the observation window?  This is too weird.  (He then turns



around quickly)  The plate is gone.

He then walks around to where the front entrance should be.  He stops again as he notices another great change.

LUCAS

(Out loud)



No parking lot.

INT: THE MAIN CONTROL BUILDING, BUT NOW, A STORAGE PLACE

Lucas goes to the door and tries it.  It opens and he goes inside.  It’s a very cold evening so he is glad to get out of the cold and rubs his hands together.  The building is completely dark.  Looking around, he only sees boxes and creates.  It looks like a storage facility.

LUCAS

(Continues out loud)



It must be a storage building of some kind.  It can’t be our building.

EXT: BACK OUTSIDE THE BUILDING

Lucas leaves the building and walks out to where the plate should be.  Still, he shivers in the cold.
LUCAS

(Looking around, he speaks out loud)

No plate.  No security lights.    (Although it is quite dark, he spots a small rabbit feeding in the grass nearby)    I wonder?

Lucas walks over to the rabbit and it does not try to hop away.  He pauses for a moment and then bends down to pick it up.  He looks at its belly for a moment.

LUCAS

(Out loud)



Rabbit number one.  So you weren’t incinerated after all.    (He looks



around some more and spots a leaf.  He picks it up and looks at it.



It is a yellow leaf like the one Kyle showed him the day of the 



first accident)     The same yellow leaf.  It’s Autumn     (Looking down
into the little rabbit’s face)    Well, Toto, I don’t think we’re in Kansas 



anymore.  There must have been a time shift.  Has to be.  Now 


the only question is not where am I, but…when am I.

EXT: THE PATH TO THE OLD CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL      

Lucas sets the rabbit on the grass and walks in the direction of the old children’s hospital.  When he spies the lights, he starts up the hill.  He then seeks out a clump of bushes part way up and watches the front entrance.  As he does, a car pulls up to the entrance and its side door is illuminated by the lights.  Lucas sees a large red swastika on the door.

LUCAS

(He whispers to himself) 

(Letting his head fall and his chin rest on his chest)



Nazi Germany.  Of all times, why did it have to be Nazi Germany?

Lucas continues to watch the front entrance.

OLDER LUCAS
(Narrating)



I determined that the remarkable journey I had just taken was more



than likely a one way trip.  I decided then to try and stay hidden until



a later hour—cold though it was—in the hopes of breaking into

the basement to try and steal enough supplies to help me get

out of Germany and into Allied territory.  But it seemed that fate

would not be so generous that night.
Lucas hears a shout behind him.

MAJOR



Up the hill, men!  As quickly as you can!  Schnell!

Lucas turns around and sees a small group of German soldiers coming up the small slope behind him.  He is exposed from the rear and they will be near enough to see him soon.  He does the only thing he can think to do.

LUCAS

(Standing up and shouting)



Help!  Please help me!

The major and his men spot Lucas and stop abruptly.

MAJOR

(Shouting back)



Halt!  Who is there?  What is your name and rank?

LUCAS

(Pleading)  



Please help me!  I was robbed on the road. They took my auto and my



papers and all my clothes!

And then, as discreetly as he can, he reaches into his back pocket with his right hand and pulls out his wallet.  And still waving at them with his left, he slips it into one of the bushes.  The Nazi major then comes up to him quickly and points his pistol at Lucas’ head.
MAJOR



Who are you?  What is your name?  What are you doing here?

LUCAS

(Trying hard to be convincing)



Oh, thank God you are here, sir.  My name is…(He pauses)…



is Doctor Herbert Dikeman.  I was on my way to Hannover



from Berlin when my auto was stopped.  The thieves took



everything I had; my auto, my papers, my clothes, everything.

MAJOR

(Still suspicious)



What is you business in Hannover?  How did you get here?

The major continues to point his pistol at Lucas
LUCAS



I was on my way there to give a speech on the effects of 



static power on cellular regeneration.  But the robbers stopped



me and took everything I had.  I saw your lights and came here



for help.

MAJOR



We shall see?

The major and his men then escort Lucas towards the front entrance of the hospital.  But as they go, Lucas continues to chat with him in an effort to try and gain his confidence.

LUCAS



You are a major, yes?

MAJOR

(He lowers his pistol)



That’s right.

LUCAS



I can’t tell you how much I appreciate your help, Major.  I don’t 



know what I would have done if I had not found you.

MAJOR

(Starting to relax a bit)



Why didn’t you just go into the hospital?

LUCAS



I was about to, but I didn’t want to go in until I had identified



myself.  They stole my papers.  You know how it is these days.



The thieves took everything I had.

MAJOR



Yes, it’s those swine Gypsies.  They’ve been causing trouble



for us around here lately.  They’re probably the ones who robbed



you.  We were out searching the grounds for them when you found



us.  Unfortunately, they must have slipped back into the woods.

Lucas smiles a little at his statement.  He is glad that the major believes him and even thinks it was the Gypsies who robbed him.

INT: THE ENTRANCE AREA OF THE OLD CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL    STILL NIGHT

The major and his men lead Lucas into the building and up to the entrance desk.  As he looks around he sees that there are Nazi swastikas everywhere.  They are to be seen all over the uniforms of the soldiers and especially on the large flag over the desk.  The major walks up to a soldier standing near the desk.

MAJOR

(A command)



Corporal,  (the man snaps to attention)  go tell the colonel that we



have rescued a Doctor Dikeman from Berlin who was set upon

MAJOR

(Continues)



by some of those Gypsies.

CORPORAL

(Brisk)



Yes, Herr Major.

The corporal then leaves to perform his task.

MAJOR

(Courteous)



I’m  sorry, Doctor, but I must search you.

LUCAS



Yes, I understand, Herr Major.

The check of his person doesn’t take long.  His wallet is gone and the only thing that Lucas has on him now is his comb.
MAJOR

(Smiling now)



Herr Doctor, can I offer you a hot cup of coffee?

LUCAS


Oh…yes…yes, thank you.  I’m absolutely frozen.

And he’s telling the truth.

MAJOR



Yes, it’s a very chilly evening,  (again he smiles)  and the swine



didn’t even have the decency to leave you your coat.

LUCAS



Uh…Major, would you happen to have a calendar around 



anywhere.  They took everything, so I would like to try and



recreate my schedule, if I can.

MAJOR



Of course, Herr Doctor.

He then walks over to a desk and retrieves a small, pocket sized book from one of the drawers.

MAJOR

(Continuing)



Here you are.

LUCAS



I’m sorry, Herr Major, but my fingers are still numb.  Would you



please open it to this month for me.

MAJOR



Of course.  (he laughs)  Here you are.  (and he also hands him a pen)

Lucas takes the small book from his hand and glances briefly at it while reaching for the pen.

LUCAS



Thank you.

Lucas then sees the printing at the top of the page.  It reads:  November 1943

LUCAS

(Continuing)



I’m sorry, sir,   (he tries hard to smile)  this experience with the 



robbers has really shaken me.  I’ve forgotten what day it is.

MAJOR

(Laughing)



Yes, I understand.  Today is the seventh.
LUCAS

(Still trembling from fear and cold)



Oh, yes, of course.

Just then the corporal returns.

CORPORAL
(Comes to attention and reports)



The colonel says that you should bring our guest to his



quarters at once, Herr Major.

MAJOR



Very good, Corporal.   (Looks to Lucas)   You will please



come with me now, Doctor.  I will escort you to the Colonel’s



office personally.

LUCAS



Thank you, Major.

INT: A LONG HALLWAY IN THE HOSPITAL

They leave the large entryway and start walking down the hallway towards the rear part of the building.  And as they pass the old ward, Lucas takes a brief look though the small windows in the double doors.  He sees a few children in some of the beds.
LUCAS



This is a children’s hospital, is it not?

MAJOR

(He answers mater-of-factly)



Yes.

LUCAS

(Trying to sound like a concerned doctor)



So, how are the children doing?

MAJOR



They are serving their purpose.

Lucas winces at his strange answer.

INT: THE COLONEL’S QUARTERS
When they reach the door, the major knocks briskly.

VON SCHMELT
(Calling from within)



You may come in.

And then the major opens the door and allows Lucas to enter first.  Von Schmelt’s quarters and office are the same place.  His bedroom is though a side door.  Von Schmelt spies Lucas and gets up from behind his desk to greet him.
VON SCHMELT
(Friendly but reserved)



How do you do…Doctor Dikeman, is it?

LUCAS



Yes.

And then he recognizes him.  It’s von Schmelt.  Only now, the doctor is half the age he was when he first met him.  Lucas begins to tremble again and tries to hide his fear.

LUCAS

(Smiling the best he can he continues)



I’m sorry, Herr Colonel.  I’m still freezing.  I haven’t been able



to get the warmth back in these bones of mine yet.

VON SCHMELT



Yes, yes, I completely understand.  Come and warm yourself



by the stove and I will have hot coffee brought here for you.

LUCAS


Thank you, Colonel.   (He breaks eye contact with him quickly



and moves to a chair by the stove)   The major was good enough



to offer me some earlier, but I didn’t have time to drink it.  I’m



still shivering.  I must have been out in the cold longer than I



thought.

VON SCHMELT


Yes, those parasite Gypsies.  Major, what was the result of your



search of the grounds this evening?
MAJOR
(Comes to attention and reports)



I’m sorry to report that there was no sign of them, sir.  All we



were able to discover was Doctor Dikeman.  But we will be going



out again in another hour.

VON SCHMELT


Very good, Major.  That means you are doing your job.  Be sure



that no one else is on the grounds.  You know how it is here.  You



have your orders.  And Major…have them bring us some hot



coffee for Doctor Dikeman and myself.

MAJOR

(Snapping his heals)



Yes, Herr Colonel.

The major then leaves.  Von Schmelt comes over and sits himself in a chair beside Lucas.
VON SCHMELT



So, Doctor, tell me how you came to us on this odd occasion.

Lucas is nervous, but knows that he has to give his best performance.
LUCAS



Well, you see, Colonel, I was driving from Berlin to Hannover



to accept a new position at the university there.  I will be doing

LUCAS

(Continues)



experiments and studying the effects of static electric charges 



on the regeneration of diseased and damaged tissue in humans.  



But, not far from here, I was stopped by a group of masked men



who forced me to get out of my auto.  They then took my auto 


and everything I had; even my coat.  I believe they might have 



killed me if they hadn’t been spooked by the sounds of your 



men on the grounds nearby.  I believe I owe my life to you, sir.

Lucas is trying to boost his ego.
VON SCHMELT



Yes, my men are some of the best.  I hand picked them myself.  



And while I’m sorry that you were robbed, I’m delighted that 



you are here with us now.   (He squints his eyes a little)   Herr



Doctor, I couldn’t help but notice your American accent.  You



are an American, yes?

Lucas tries not to panic.
LUCAS


Well, Colonel, I was born in Germany, and then my family moved



to the United States.  I did most of my schooling there.  But when 



they declared war on the fatherland, I felt it was my duty to return 



to my home and aid my country in the struggle.

Von Schmelt is pleased with his answer and reaches out and places a warm hand on Lucas’ shoulder.
VON SCHMELT



I knew that many of our comrades in the United States would be 



with us.  There are so many people of German heritage there, yes.  



I knew it would only be a matter of time before many came over.

LUCAS
(Still patronizing)



Yes, I grew up in the small town of Mouster, in the United



States, in an area called Indiana.  Many of the people of my 



town are wondering what they can do to help the German 



war effort.

OLDER LUCAS
(Narrating)



They say the biggest lies are sometimes the easiest to pull 



off.  And that was a whopper.  I was telling him the truth 

OLDER LUCAS

(Continues)



about being from the small town of Mouster in Indiana.  


And it did have a lot of people with German heritage in it.  



But right then I knew that they were collecting bits of metal 

and old tires for the US war effort.  And my father was somewhere
in France fighting Nazi aggression from the belly of his Sherman



tank.

VON SCHMELT

(Smiling brightly)



The research we are doing here is very important.  The work 



with human tissue, that you just described, is very interesting 



to me.  You see, I am a doctor myself, and I am working on 



trying to find a cure for deficient children.

LUCAS
(Puzzled)



Deficient children?  I’m not sure of your meaning, Herr Colonel…


or should I say, Herr Doctor?

VON SCHMELT



Oh, it’s all right, we are both professionals.  My men must call me 



colonel, but you may refer to me as doctor.   (He then sits down 



and looks at this hands)   Tell me, Doctor Dikeman, have you ever 



done any research on defective children or adults?

LUCAS

(Still a bit puzzled)



Well…in all honesty…most of my work has had to do with trying 



to regenerate diseased or damaged tissue in normal people.  And, 



if I do say so myself, it has shown some promise.

Just then there is a knock at the door.

VON SCHMELT

(He calls to the door)



Yes?

NURSE

(Calling back)



Your coffee, Herr Colonel.

VON SCHMELT



Oh, yes, come in.

A woman in an older style nurse’s uniform enters with a tray.  She is bringing in the coffee that the colonel ordered.

VON SCHMELT

(Continues)



Thank you.   (He asks the nurse)   Have you checked on



the patient with the electrical stimulation lately?

NURSE



Not since this morning, Herr Colonel.
VON SCHMELT



Well, would you please look in on him before you finish tonight.  



I may want to show him to Doctor Dikeman before we retire for 



the evening.

NURSE



Yes, Herr Colonel.

She leaves the office.

VON SHCMELT

(Addressing Lucas again)



You see, not everyone here is from the military.  We do have a 



small contingent of nurses and technicians that are civilians.  



(Now he turns to the coffee)   Do you take cream or sugar in 



your coffee?
LUCAS



A little cream would be nice.

Lucas then looks down and, to his horror, realizes that he forgot to remove his watch.  It has an LED readout witch does not exist yet.  He knows it was a fortunate thing that the major did not spot it when he searched him.  He undoes the band as discreetly as he can and shoves the watch in his pocket while von Schmelt is preparing his coffee.  The colonel then brings him his coffee.
VON SCHMELT

(Very friendly)



Here you are, Herr Doctor.

LUCAS

(Patronizing)



Thank you, Herr Doctor.   (Knows he has to start buying some time) 



Uh…Colonel, I know that it’s too late in the evening now, but I 



would like to place a call to the university in Berlin tomorrow 



morning.  I’ve lost everything.  I will need new clothes, another 



auto, new papers…

VON SCHMELT


Oh, yes, I understand.  But please don’t be concerned.  We will 



provide everything that you need until you can replace them.

LUCAS



And I should also call the university in Hannover and let them 



know that I will not be there first thing tomorrow.

VON SCHMELT



I will make a telephone available to you first thing in the 



morning.   (Now he looks at Lucas strangely)   Doctor Dikeman…



are you good at keeping secrets?

LUCAS

(Not sure of his meaning)


Why…yes…I believe I am.

VON SCHMELT



As I said before, we are engaged in some very important research



here, and there is one experiment that I would be very interested 



in getting your opinion on.  You are an expert on the effects of 



electrical current on living tissue, are you not?

LUCAS


Yes, yes I am.  But it’s not simply electrical current.  My specialty 



is studying the effects of electric static fields on cellular structure.

VON SCHMELT



Well, Herr Doctor, I’m not completely sure what that is, but we 



have a young patient that we are trying to help with the use of 



electrical stimulation to the brain.  And our research is considered 



top secret…but I might be willing to share a few things with you 



if you will give me your word that you will keep it in the strictest 



confidence.

Lucas now nods and pretends to be interested.

LUCAS



You know how we doctors are, Colonel.  We are always interested 



in new things.

VON SCHMELT

(His eyes bright)



Yes, yes we are.

Von Schmelt then goes over to a cabinet and retrieves a long, white lab jacket.

VON SCHMELT

(Continues)



Here you are.   (He hands the jacket to Lucas)   This will make you 



look like a doctor, and it will also help warm you up.

LUCAS



Thank you.

Lucas puts on the lab jacket and discovers that it is a bit long in the sleeves for him.  He realizes that it is probably von Schmelt’s, so he rolls up the sleeves and pretends to be grateful.

VON SCHMELT



Now come with me, Doctor, and I will show you something.

INT: BACK IN THE LONG MAIN HALLWAY OF THE HOSPITAL

Lucas follows him out of his office then, and they walk back down the hall in the direction of the children’s ward.  Von Schmelt stops for a moment by another cabinet and retrieves a lab jacket for himself.  They then proceed down the hallway to the double doors of the children’s ward.  When they reach them, von Schmelt pauses and looks to Lucas.

VON SCHMELT
(Continues with a whisper)



Again, Doctor, I must ask you to keep what you are about to see 



in the strictest confidence.

LUCAS



Of course, Colonel,   (Lucas is trying to be convincing)  you can 



count on me.

INT: IN THE CHILDREN’S WARD

They walk through the doors and von Schmelt brings him straight to the bed of a small boy whose head has been shaven.  There are electrodes on his head attached to wires that run to a small box on the nightstand nearby.  But Lucas then realizes that the child has a different sort of look.  In fact, he is sure that the child has the appearance of having Down Syndrome.
LUCAS



You are treating this handicapped child?

VON SCHMELT



Yes, you could say that.  As you can see, the boy is obviously a 



defective child.  And we are trying to determine if we can improve 



his condition by stimulating his brain with mild electrical shocks.

Lucas then notices that there are red marks and blisters around where the electrodes are, and is alarmed when he realizes that they are actually implanted through the skull and imbedded in his brain.

LUCAS

(Concerned)



I believe there may be some infection setting in, Herr Doctor.  I would



recommend that you treat it soon.

VON SCHMELT



That will not be necessary.   (He goes over and looks at the young boy’s 



chart at the end of the bed)   I believe we will find out what we want to 



know before he dies.

OLDER LUCAS

(Narrating)



Now I was completely horrified.  What did he mean, before he dies.  



And then I took a moment to take a brief, but careful, look around 



me.  I could see that there were other beds with other children in 



them.  And they all appeared to have a handicap of some kind.

LUCAS



But, Doctor, surely you will try to help him?

VON SCHMELT

(Remarking coldly)



If only I could.  But we hardly have enough medical supplies for 



the men.  Still, this child will serve his purpose.

OLDER LUCAS

(Narrating)



There was that phrase again.  And then the nausea hit me, along 

OLDER LUCAS

(Continues)



with the most terrible of realizations.  These poor children weren’t 



patients.  They were lab rabbits.

LUCAS

(Starting to swoon)



Uh…Herr Doctor…I believe that smell of alcohol is having an 



effect on me.  I haven’t eaten for some time.  Could I please step 



outside for a breath of fresh air?

VON SCHMELT

(Feigning some compassion)



Of course, there is a door that leads outside at the end of the ward.  



And you will find a place to sit there.  I’m sorry that I have not 



offered you something to eat.  When you are ready, I will show 



you to your quarters and have a meal sent in for you.

Lucas starts to walk towards the door trying hard to hide his true horror.

VON SCHMELT

(Continues)



And…oh…Doctor Dikeman, do not go beyond the railing.  The 



patrols are out tonight and I don’t want you to be shot by mistake.

LUCAS


Of course, Herr Doctor.

EXT: THE PATIO OUTSIDE THE CHILDRENT’S WARD

Lucas then smiles the only fake smile he has left and pushes his way outside and onto the small patio with its few wooden benches and small table.  He walks directly over to the railing and vomits into the bushes.

EXT: THE PATIO AT THE CHATEAU BACK IN 1979   THE EVENING OF LUCAS’ JOUNEY THROUGH TIME

Mark and Kyle are on the patio talking.  They then hear a shout.

JAKE

(The panic evident in his calls)



Mark!  Kyle!  Get in here!

INT: THE DINING ROOM AT THE CHATEAU
Mark and Kyle come running in.

MARK



What’s up?!

JAKE



Hans Becker just phoned.  He said there’s been some kind 



of accident at the complex involving Lucas.  He was so 



shaken I couldn’t understand everything he was saying, but 



we need to get over there pronto.

Since Lucas had taken their auto, the guys prevail upon Mrs. Otterman to lend them hers.  

EXT: OUTSIDE THE CHATEAU RACING TO THE AUTO

MARK

(As he’s getting in)



Thank you for lending us your auto, Mrs. Otterman.

MRS. OTTERMAN



Good luck, boys.  I pray Mr. Fuller is alright.  Please give me a call



vhen you know someting for sure.

MARK



We will!   (He calls back as they speed away, throwing gravel as they go)

INT: INSIDE THE CAR ON THE WAY TO THE COMPLEX

KYLE

(Fastening his seatbelt)



What exactly did Hans say?

JAKE


Well, he was pretty upset.  He said something about Lucas coming 



into contact with the plate while it was on.

MARK

(Erupting)



While it was on?!  What were they doing powering up the plate?

JAKE



Hans said the guy from the energy department make him do it.  



He said the guy threatened to report Klaus and him to the 



authorities if they didn’t do what he asked.

KYLE


That just doesn’t make any sense.  Who does that guy think he is?

MARK

(Angry)



Just wait till I get a hold of that bureaucratic popinjay.  I’ll drag 



his butt from here to Washington if he’s hurt Lucas in any way.

It is then that Jake spots the dark auto passing in the other direction.

JAKE



Isn’t that von Schmelt’s car?

KYLE



It sure is.   (He remarks as he turns in his seat to see)   I thought 



he left a few hours ago.

MARK



He did.  I don’t like this, guys.

Mark then pushes the pedal down to finish the trip to the complex in record time.  But as he nears, he slows a bit so as not to attract the attention of the guards.  They enter the gate with their usual waves and smiles.  They park the car and then go into the main control building.

INT: THE MAIN CONTROL BUILDING

As they enter they find Hans and Klaus shutting down the grid that has been left on.  When he sees them, Hans walks over quickly.

HANS
(Noticeably flustered)



Tank God you guys are here.  Dere has been a terrible accident.

Both he and Klaus are very shaken.

MARK



Just try and calm yourself and tell us what happened.

Mark helps Hans over to a chair.

HANS

(Trembling)



Vell…da man from da department of energy came and said dat 



ve had to turn on da accelerator for him.  I told him dat ve vere
HANS
(Continues)



not allowed to do dat vithout you guys here vith us.  But he said 



dat it vas just a test and dat he vould report us to da authorities 



if ve didn’t do it.

KYLE



Why didn’t you just call us?

HANS



I tried to, but da man took da phone from my hand and slammed 



it down.  He said I could call Mr. Fuller right after ve brought 



up da accelerator.

MARK



He said that?

HANS



Yah, he did.  And he vouldn’t take no for an answer.

KYLE



Did he give you his name?

HANS



No…I asked him several times, but he just kept barking orders 



and changing da subject.

MARK


What did he look like?

HANS


Vell…he vas a tall, thin older man in a dark coat.  And, oh… 



he vas vearing glasses.

Mark looks at Kyle and Jake

MARK



Von Schmelt.

KYLE



Has to be.

MARK

(To Klaus)



What happened when Lucas got here?

KLAUS

(Also shaken)



Ve vere in da power shack by den.  But a few minutes later 



da man came into us and said dat dere had been an accident 



and Mr. Fuller had been killed on da plate.  Ve started shutting 



down de accelerator and he said dat he vas going for help.  I 



don’t know vhy he just didn’t use da phone.  But den, he just 


got in his car and left.

MARK



Did you call anyone?

KLAUS



Hans only called you guys.  Should ve call da security people 


now?

MARK

(Firmly)



No, we don’t want to call anyone till we’ve had a chance to 


figure out what happened.  You’re sure that on one else knows 



about this?

HANS



Ve haven’t told anyvone but you guys yet.

MARK


OK, just wait here while we check around outside.

EXT: THE AREA NEAR THE PLATE

Mark and Kyle and Jake leave the control building and walk towards the plate.  As they near it, Kyle spots the black mark along the side and goes towards it quickly.  He takes a quick look at the gauge on the side to be sure the plate is free of the charge.

KYLE



It’s cold.   (Bending down to inspect the residue of what is left)  



It was metal.  Someone must have thrown something metal



against the plate to ground it.

MARK



And we know who that someone was, don’t we.

JAKE



But there’s nothing on the plate.  If Lucas had been on the plate 



when it was grounded, there would be at least something left.

KYLE


Right.

MARK

(Looking around)



Well, if it had been me, I’d have make a jump for it.  I’m sure 



Lucas gave it a try.

JAKE



So if he got zapped, where are the remains?

KYLE



That’s just it, there aren’t any.

Kyle then spots something that catches his attention.  He walks over to the place and bends down to pick up two yellow leaves like the one they found the day of the failed experiment.

KYLE

(Continuing)



The same Fall leaves.

MARK



Right, a temporal displacement; has to be.  And from the look of 



them, it seems to be cycling to the same general point in time as 



yesterday’s experiment.   (He then looks to Kyle and Jake with 



wide eyes)   He could still be alive if the charge didn’t ground 



through him when he hit the earth.  He’s probably still here at 



the complex.  The only question is when.

They are all quiet for a moment, taking in what Mark just proposed.  Jake then breaks the silence.
JAKE



I want to have a look at the readouts in the power shack.  They 



may tell us something.

INT: THE POWER SHACK

They are entering the power building.  Jake goes straight over to the large printer and tears off the printout sheet.

JAKE



Oh my lord, guys!  Look at this!

Mark and Kyle go to Jake while he shows them the long sloping line on the paper indicating the power generated during the run.

JAKE

(Continuing excited)



It’s the biggest one I’ve ever seen!  Talk about a sliding charge.  



It’s absolutely amazing!  And see that?  Hans and Klaus were 



losing control of her.  If the automatic shutdown sequencer hadn’t 



kicked in when it did, they’d have been well on their way to a 



meltdown.

MARK


How long could she take that kind of strain?

JAKE

Not long.  While the particles we’re accelerating give us a lot of static electricity for our experiments, they also cause a tremendous amount of friction.  After twenty or thirty minutes the water in the cooling pipes would turn to steam.  And then the heat would melt through the sides.  After that, there wouldn’t be anything left underground but huge ring of molten ruin.

KYLE



The end of Big Momma?

JAKE



Yep, no question about it.

MARK



I’ve seen enough.  Let’s go see Klaus and Hans again.  I want 



to keep a lid on this thing until we’ve had a chance to check 



out a few more things.

KYLE



I agree.  If the West German or American authorities get wind 



of this, they’ll shut us down immediately.

MARK



Exactly, and I don’t want that happening until we’ve sorted 



through everything.

INT: THE CONTROL BUILDING

They are entering the control building.  Still shaken, Hans looks up as they come in.

HANS

(With a look of dread)



Did you find da body?

JAKE



No, we didn’t.  In fact, we don’t think Lucas was killed at all.

HANS

(His voice lifting with hope)



You don’t?

MARK

(Addressing Hans and Klaus)



No.  We think he’s only stunned and may have walked away 



from the complex in a daze.  We’re going to look for him now, 



so listen to me carefully.  We don’t want anyone else to find 



out about this until we’ve had a chance to locate him.  Do you 



understand?

HANS & KLAUS

(Together)



Yah.

KLAUS



Ve’re just so glad dat Lucas is not dead.  Ve’ll keep da 



secret until you find him.

Satisfied, Mark and Kyle and Jake leave the control building and go to the car.  They get in and leave, waving and smiling at the guards as they do.

INT: INSIDE THE CAR

KYLE



Where were they when Lucas was in trouble.  Some security 



guards those guys are.

MARK



I know how you feel.  But von Schmelt carries a lot of clout.  



He probably moved them off for a short time with some excuse.

JAKE



Speaking of von Schmelt, we’re gonna get him, right?

MARK



Oh yeah.  He’s probably at the hotel in town; at least, I hope 



he’s still there.  No way he walks away from this one.

KYLE



You got that right.

JAKE



He won’t talk to us of his own free will.  You know that 



don’t ya guys?

KYLE



We know.  We’re probably going to have to give the doctor 



a little extra friendly persuasion.

Mark presses the pedal down and heads towards the small village of Latfurt.  When they reach the town, they go straight to the hotel and park in the rear.  They then go inside.
INT: INSIDE THE LOBBY OF THE HOTEL

As they are walking towards the front desk.

MARK



OK, guys, let’s go see if the doctor is in.

They walk up to the clerk at the front desk.

JAKE

Excuse me, but can you tell me, is Doctor Victor von Schmelt 
in this evening?

DESK CLERK



Oh, yah.  But da doctor is in da process of checking out.  I 



tink he’s still in his room.

JAKE

(Smiling)



Thank you.  He’ll be so excited to see us.

DESK CLERK



You are friends of da doctor den?

KYLE

(Laughing)



Oh, yes, we are indeed.

The man gladly gives the guys the doctor’s room number.  They then walk up the stairs to his floor.  

INT: HOTEL STAIRWAY AND UPPER HALLWAY

KYLE



What about the driver?   (He remarks as they are climbing 



the stairs)

JAKE



Leave him to me.

INT: AT THE DOOR OF THE DOCTOR’S ROOM
Once at the room door, they pause to think for a moment.  Presently, Mark knocks softly on the door.

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(Softly from within)



Who is it?

MARK



Here for your bags, sir.

OLDER VON SCHMELT



Yes, vone moment.

He no more than opens the door a short space when he recognizes Mark.  He then tries to close it quickly, but the guys push their way in and slam the door shut behind.

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(Panic in his voice)]



Vhat are you doing here?!

MARK

(Sternly)



We came to ask you a few questions, Doctor.

Jake begins to search the room and the bath in an effort to find the driver.

JAKE



No sign of the driver.

OLDER VON SCHMELT


You tink you can just come in here and do vhatever you 



vant!  I vill have you arrested.  And den day vill take avay 



your accelerator and…

That is as much as he can say.  Mark then grabs him by his collar with both hands and lifts him off the floor.  He then brings him over to the bed and throws the old fellow down on it.

MARK


Shut up, Doctor.   (The old man shows fear on his face now)



You’re not going to talk until we ask you the questions.  And 



when we do, you are going to answer.  Do you understand?
He is too frightened to answer verbally.  So he just nods his head.

MARK
(Continuing)



You were at the complex this evening, weren’t you?

OLDER VON SCHMELT



No, I vasn’t anyvhere near da…

MARK


Don’t lie to us, Doctor, we have witnesses.

OLDER VON SCHMELT
(He softens a bit)



Yah, I vas dere for a short time.  I had lost my notebook 



and I vent back to try and find it.  Mr. Fuller was dere and 



he helped me look for it.

MARK



No more crap, Doctor.   (Mark leans down into his face)  



We know what you said to Hans.  He told us.  We know 



what you did at the plate.  Now, you can tell us exactly 



what happened, or we can take you to the government 



people and tell them what you did.

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(Smugly)



Go ahead.  You tink day vill believe you over me?

JAKE



We have a witness, Doctor, who will swear that you passed 



yourself off as someone from the department of energy.

OLDER VON SCHMELT


So vhat.  I’ll just say dat da man vas mistaken, and dat you 



fellows broke into my room and assaulted me.  And den I 



vill have you shot…I mean…arrested.

MARK
(Suspiciously)



You’ll have us shot, Doctor?  That is what you said, isn’t 



it?  Tell me, were you ever a member of the Nazi party.

OLDER VON SCHMELT
(Nervous he looks away)



Don’t be absurd, I don’t know vhat…

MARK

(Pressing)



No more lies, Doctor.  We will have you brought before the 



authorities and have every second of your life examined since 



the day you were born.  Now fess up.  Why did you call Lucas 



back to the complex?

He pauses for a moment, unsure of himself.  He then speaks softly.
OLDER VON SCHMELT



Because he knows all about me; I don’t know how he 



kept from growing old, but he hasn’t aged at all since 



da day ve met.

MARK



And when was that?

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(Whining)



I don’t know, dat vas over tirty years ago.  It vas during da var.
MARK



Think, Doctor, was it near the beginning of the war?  



Was it in the middle or the end?  What were the circumstances 



at the time?

Just then, Kyle looks out the window and spies von Schmelt’s driver.

KYLE



The driver, guys, he just pulled up.

MARK

(Firmly)



Alright, Doctor, you’re coming with us.

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(Confused)



Vhat do you mean?

MARK



We’re going to the chateau, and you are going to be our 



guest for a while.

OLDER VON SCHMELT



Dat I vill not do.

JAKE

(Sternly)



It’s either that or we go straight to the authorities.  You 



either come with us , or we start looking into all the past 



history of Doctor Victor von Schmelt.

OLDER LUCAS
(Narrating)



Now the guys could see that he was more than uncomfortable.  



They had very little idea at the time what his past history really 



was, but Mark had stumbled on the fact that he had most likely 



been a member of the Nazi party at one time.  And although 



there were many such men still living in Germany then, some 



had more to hide than others.

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(With surrender)



Very vell den.

The driver then comes in.

MARK
(Cheerful)



Ah, here he is now.  The doctor has decided to be our guest 



for a few days.  He will be coming back to the chateau with us.
DRIVER

(Confused)



Is dis true, Doctor?  Day are expecting you in Berlin tonight.

OLDER VON SCHMELT



Yah, I know, Ralf.  I vill call da office later and explain.  Just 



drive yourself back to Berlin and I vill telephone you vhen I’m 



ready to return.

Mark and Jake take the doctor’s bags and they all leave the room; even the driver leaves as he is instructed.

EXT:  THE CAR OUTSIDE THE HOTEL

The guys put the doctor’s bags in the front trunk and they all get in the car.  They then leave for the chateau.

INT: INSIDE THE CAR

MARK

(Softer now)



OK, Doctor, let’s have it all.  You thought you recognized Lucas 



from your past; sometime during the war.  You thought he was a 



threat to you, so you decided to kill him.  Posing as a man from 



the department of energy, you called him to the complex.  You 



had Hans and Klaus power up the accelerator and waited for him.  



When he arrived…then what…
OLDER VON SCHMELT

(Reluctant)



Vhen he arrived, I told him dat I had lost my notebook and vould 



he help me look for it.  He agreed, and he vent out to look by da 


plate vhile I vent back into da large building.  I turned on da power 



and da grid vhen I saw him on da plate.  (He pauses)

JAKE



And then?

VON SCHMELT



Den…den I put on da boots and da gloves and valked out to da 



plate myself.

KYLE



With a metal rod, right?

OLDER VON SCHMELT



Yah, it vas someting metal dat I found in da back room.  I’m 



not sure vhat it vas; someting metal.

MARK



But Lucas heard the grid turning and realized that the plate was 



on.  Isn’t that right, Doctor?

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(Reluctantly)



Yah, dat’s right.

MARK



And then what happened?

OLDER VON SCHMELT



And den I told him dat I recognized him and dat he must have 



discovered da fountain of youth.

MARK



But he made a jump for it, didn’t he.  He made a jump for it 



and you threw the metal against the plate.

OLDER VON SCHMELT


Yah, I threw da metal against da plate.  And he vas jumping 



into da air so fast.  And den da electric flashed and burned 


him completely up.  Dere vas nothing left.

The guys then look at each other pensively.  They know what really happened.

MARK



OK, Doctor, so far we believe you.  Now try to remember, when 



was the first time you met Lucas?

OLDER VON SCHMELT



Like I said, it vas during da var.  I vas vorking at da hospital at 



da time.  Ve vere…treating children…dey vere var orphans.

KYLE



That doesn’t sound like something a man would have to be 



ashamed of, Doctor.  What happened that made you feel that 



he had to be killed?

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(Squirming)



I vas a colonel in da army.  I vas given some very difficult tasks.  



I vas following orders.  An officer has to make some difficult 



decisions sometimes.

JAKE



Not good enough, Doc.  That still doesn’t tell us why you felt 



you needed to kill him.

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(Sighing)



Many of da children had handicaps.  Most of dem had mental 



handicaps of some kind.  Ve did da best ve could vith vhat ve 



had.  But after da var…some people thought dat our treatment 



of dem vas cruel.  Dey thought ve vere experimenting on dem.

MARK


And Lucas saw what happened first hand, didn’t he, Doctor?



And apparently, you didn’t want him to tell anyone about 



what he saw.

Von Schmelt does not answer.

JAKE



When you first met Lucas, what time of year was it?

OLDER VON SCHMELT



It vas Vinter, I tink.  I remember it vas cold.

MARK



Could it have been late Fall?

OLDER VON SCHMELT



Yah, I suppose so…yah, it vas Fall.  I remember dat now.  



Ve had just been told dat ve vould not receive any more 



medical supplies from Berlin.  Dey told us dat dey had no 



more dat dey could spare.  Dat vould have made it da Fall 



of 1943.

KYLE


And what happened to Lucas?

Von Schmelt looks out the window into the distance.
OLDER VON SCHMELT



He escaped along vith some children and a voman.  I don’t 



know vhat happened to dem after dat.  Dere vas a var going 



on den you know.  I always doubted dat dey got out of 



Germany.  For all dese years I vas sure he vas dead, until I 



first saw him again dis morning.

MARK


Alright, Doctor, we’ll leave it at that for today.  We’re all 



going to go back to the chateau for a good night’s sleep, 



and then we’ll take this up again in the morning.

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(Concerned)



Vhat are you going to do vith me?

JAKE



Well, that just depends on how cooperative you are with us, 



Doctor.  If you tell us everything we want to know, and we’re 



satisfied, we might let you go.  But if you lie to us, or cross us 



in any way, we’ll tell the authorities what you did to Lucas 



and that you did it to hide your Nazi past.  I’m sure that there 



are a lot of old files that can be reopened.

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(Somberly)



I vill cooperate.

The guys drive to the complex and pick up their car.  Kyle finds the keys in the usual place and he drives the car back to the chateau.  They then arrive at the chateau.

INT: THE CHATEAU IN THE FRONT ROOM 

They enter the chateau with von Schmelt and his bags in hand.  Mrs. Otterman is there.

MRS. OTTERMAN



Oh, boys, how is Mr. Fuller?  Is he alright?

MARK
(Calmly)



Well, we’re not sure.  He had to leave us for a while.  And since 



Lucas won’t be around for some time, Doctor von Schmelt will 



be staying with us.

MRS. OTTERMAN

(A little confused)



Vhere did Mr. Fuller go?  Vill he be back soon?

JAKE



We’re really not sure, but the doctor will be staying here for a 

little while.

MARK

(Whispers to her)



Thank you for the use of your auto.  We won’t be needing you 



to come back for a few days.  The doctor will be with us and our 



work is top secret.   (He winks at her)   We’ll call you when 



we need you to come back.

MRS. OTTERMAN



Very vell den, I vill leave it to you boys and da doctor.

The guys help her collect her materials and she leaves in her auto.  As she is driving away Kyle is just coming downstairs.  He has put von Schmelt’s bags in the guest room and nailed the windows closed.  He nods to Mark and Jake letting them know that all is ready.

MARK

(Addressing von Schmelt)



You can use the telephone in the hall to call Berlin.

INT: AT THE TELEPHONE IN THE HALL
OLDER VON SCHMELT

(On the phone)



Yah, dat’s right.  I vill be here for at least a few days.  I vill call 



you vhen I’m ready to return.  Everyting is fine.  Goodbye.

MARK



OK, Doctor, you may retire for the evening.

INT: UPSTAIRS 
The guys escort the doctor up the stairs and to his room.  They then lock the door.

MARK

(Through the door)



We’ll be back for you in the morning, Doctor.  Get a good 



night’s rest.

The guys go back downstairs to the living room and collapse in the chairs.

INT: THE CHATEAU’S LIVING ROOM

KYLE



Whatever happens, guys, von Schmelt doesn’t walk, right.

MARK



That’s for sure.  Did you hear what he said about Lucas and 



a woman and some children?  He said that they escaped.  And 



that means they must have been prisoners.

JAKE



Right, it’s pretty obvious that the doctor hasn’t given us the 



whole picture yet.

KYLE

(A little encouraged)



But at least we know he survived the time shift.

JAKE



Yeah, and if he also survived his capture, and made it out of 



Germany, he could still be alive today.  But if that were so, 



why hasn’t he contacted us?  (A bit somber)  Maybe he didn’t
make it.

MARK



Maybe he did…or should I say…maybe he will.

Kyle and Jake look to him with knowing eyes.

JAKE



We gonna give it a try?

MARK

(Standing)



The way I figure it, the plate was on the border line of 



existing in that time.  If we can push the accelerator up 



past one hundred million volts, and then push the amps 



to the max…and I mean the absolute max…

JAKE



We could take a trip on the plate ourselves and attempt a rescue.
KYLE



Right.  We know from the leaves that for some reason the 



temporal shift keeps cycling to the same general time.  If 



we can get Big Momma up that high and then throw her 



into a sliding charge…we might be able to make the trip.

JAKE



But if it works, how do we get off the plate once we’re there?  



And then how do we get back on?  Lucas had to make a jump 



for it.  I don’t know if even the boots could protect us from 



that much power.

KYLE



I have a theory about that.   (He kicks off his shoes)  We have 



some replacement panels for the plate in storage.  I could build 



a ramp with them and attach it to the plate.  We also have plenty 



of insulation material; if I cover the ramp with it—like three 



inches thick—we could step from the plate to the ramp, and 



then from the ramp to the ground.

MARK

(Asks Jake)



What about Big Momma?  Will she take the strain?

JAKE



Well, here’s what I figure.  She’ll do the one hundred million 



volts plus all right, no problem.  But I’d have to disable the 



auto shutdown sequencer to get her to take the higher amp 



force.  It looks like, once we push the amps beyond sixty five 



percent at the higher voltages, it throws her into the slide.  



After that, I figure we’d have anywhere from twenty minutes 



to a half hour before she goes into meltdown.  And once we’re 



into it, there will be no shutting her down.  We’re looking at 



one trip, guys.

MARK


Right, but if we’re able to find Lucas and make it back onto 



the plate before then, how do we kill the power?

JAKE

(Takes a pad and pen from this pocket and begins sketching)



Well, the accelerator will shut the power down itself once the 



meltdown occurs.  But if we have to kill it before then, I could 



rig a large knife switch to the regulators.  Once we all make it 



back onto the plate, I could just pull it open.

KYLE



Will Hans and Klaus be able to run the accelerator by themselves?

JAKE



Sure, once they shove her into the slide there’ll be no stopping her 



anyway until the meltdown.  And again, guys, that will happen 



within twenty minutes to a half hour.  After that, whoever’s not 



on the plate…(He pauses with a serious face)

MARK



…gets left behind.

INT: LUCAS’ QUARTERS IN THE OLD CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL IN 1943     EARLY MORNING               THE MORNING AFTER HE ARRIVED
Lucas is lying on his bed in his quarters with his cloths still on.  He opens his eyes.  While older Lucas narrates, he reaches under his bed to check his coat with its contents.  He pulls a cap and gloves and pistol from its pockets.  He begins to load the pistol from a small box of shells he also pulled from one of the pockets.

OLDER LUCAS

(Narrating)



The colonel believed my story about being sickened by the smell 



of alcohol and let me go right to bed afterward.  I then snuck out 



during the night and broke into the basement.  After sabotaging the 



outside telephone lines I rummaged through some crates and found 



a coat, a cap, some gloves and –more importantly—a pistol.  I knew 

I had to stall for time so I could, hopefully, make a break for Allied territory that night.  I just hoped that they would not discover my ruse
with the phone lines until I was gone.  And I knew that I had to do 



everything in my power to stay in von Schmelt’s good graces.

There is a knock at the door.  Lucas shoves the pistol and the other materials back into the coat’s pockets and stuffs it under the bed.  He then stands. 

LUCAS



Come in.

YOUNG NURSE



Ah…you are awake.  Colonel von Schmelt asked me to wake you.
He would like to meet with you in his office and have you join him
for breakfast.

LUCAS



Thank you, nurse.

INT: THE HALLWAY AND THEN THE COLONEL’S OFFICE

She then leads him down the hall to the colonel’s office.  When they reach the door, the nurse opens it and allows him to enter first.  As Lucas enters the room he discovers that the colonel is there with a few other soldiers interrogating two women.  One is very old while the other is very young and beautiful.

VON SCHMELT


Oh, Doctor Dikeman, I’m glad to see you awake.  My men found 



these Gypsies near the grounds early this morning.  We are 



questioning them now.  Does either one of them look like any 



of the people who held you up last night?

LUCAS



Uh…no…Colonel…Doctor…they were all men, I’m sure of 



it.  I doubt that these small women could have been involved.

VON SCHMELT



Yes, you may be right.  But they are probably part of the band 



that has been scavenging this area.   (He looks to the young 



woman)   I am right about this, yes.

ANNA

(Timid)



All the men from our camp were killed.  It is just my grandmother 



and me.  We have been living in the woods.  All of our men are 



dead, I swear it.

VON SCHMELT

(Close to her face)



What is your name, woman?

ANNA



My name is Anna and my grandmother’s name is…

VON SCHMELT

(Rudely interrupting)



I did not ask you your grandmother’s name.  How were 



all of your men killed?
The young woman tries to back away slightly, but he pulls her back forcefully.

ANNA



Our camp was attacked by soldiers several days ago.  The 



only men who were left were my brother and my grandfather. 
ANNA
(Continues)



And…they were later killed also.

VON SCHMELT

(To the grandmother)



Is what he says true, woman?

Von Schmelt looks into her face, but then he takes a small step back.

GRANDMOTHER



Yes, it is true.  After they were killed, we decided to travel 



through the woods in the hope of leaving Germany by the 



western boarder and, perhaps, find another band of our 



people to join.  But your men found us this morning and 



brought us here.

VON SCHMELT



I see.   (He thinks for a moment)   Major, I want you to take 



these women to a detention room until I have the time to 



question them further.

MAJOR

(Briskly)



Yes, Colonel, at once!

The major, along with the few soldiers, then escort the women out of the room.

VON SCHMELT



Did you have a good night’s rest, Doctor?

LUCAS



Yes, yes thank you very much.

VON SCHMELT
(Laughing)



I imagine you are quite hungry this morning.  You were rather 


shaken yesterday.

LUCAS



Yes, it was a very frightening experience.  Uh…Colonel…what 



will become of the Gypsy women?

VON SCHMELT

(Again he laughs)



Oh, them.  I will question them a little more and then have them 

VON SCHMELT

(Continues)



dealt with.  They’re probably telling the truth.  They would have 



had men with them if any of their band had survived.  We’ve 



thinned them out substantially.  They are of no concern.

LUCAS


Doctor, I wonder if you would permit me to take the women to 



Hannover with me when I leave?

VON SCHMELT

(Puzzled)



Why is that?

LUCAS



You see, I will be doing some very unique experiments there 



over the next few months, and I will need some living donor 



tissue; if you get my meaning.

VON SCHMELT

(With a big smile)



Yes, I understand what you mean.  Let me think about it.  If 



I come to believe that they are being truthful about there being 



no men with them, I may be able to release them to you.

LUCAS

(Trying to be casual)



Very well.  Oh…Doctor, do you think I could make a call to the 



university in Berlin before breakfast.

VON SCHMELT



Oh, I’m sorry, Doctor Dikeman, the telephones are out of 



operation this morning.  The technicians have been checking 



the lines but we don’t think the problem is ours.  There were 



some bombings near Berlin last night and the lines may be 



down.  We’re not sure how much longer it will be.

LUCAS



Oh, I’m sorry to hear that.   (He is really glad)
Von Schmelt escorts Lucas down the hall towards the dining room.  He stops to talk with one of his soldiers while Lucas goes over to the door he thinks in the dining room.  A guard suddenly steps in his way.

INT: THE HALLWAY LEADING TO THE DINNING ROOM
VON SCHMELT

(Calling sharply)



Not that door, Doctor!   (He walks over and speaks more softly)  



I’m sorry, Doctor, that area is off limits to everyone except a 



very few of us.

LUCAS


Oh, pardon me.  I thought it was where we were going to have 



breakfast.

VON SCHMELT



I quite understand.  And pardon me for being so sharp.  That area 



is completely my responsibility.

Von Schmelt leads him into the dining room.
OLDER LUCAS
(Narrating)



I sensed then that I might have just stumbled onto one of the 



great secrets of that place.  Something beyond that door was 



very important to the doctor; important to his work with the 



poor handicapped children.  Our lab would be in this building 



in 1979, so I tried to remember what was behind that door.  



And I did.  It was the stairway to the upper floor.  But we just 



used the large open space for storage.  What did he have up there?

INT: FADE TO THE HALLWAY LEADING TO THE DETENTION ROOM

VON SCHMELT
(As they are walking)



The young Gypsy woman is very beautiful, isn’t she; a bit 



unwashed right now perhaps, but lovely nevertheless.

Lucas looks to him puzzled.

VON SCHMELT

(Continuing)



After all, we are both healthy young men.  There are many uses 



for such young, living tissue.   

LUCAS
(Smiling)


Yes, she is lovely.  Uh…Doctor…would you be able to release 



the Gypsy women to me?  If I am going to use them as test 


subjects, I will need to know something about their family 



history.

VON SCHMELT

(Friendly)



Of course, there’s no point wasting your time while you’re 



stuck here with us.  There’s always work to be done.  I’ll ask 



them a few more questions and then you can have them.

They go to the detention room, but Lucas waits outside.  The doctor brings the women out to him shortly.
VON SCHMELT



You can have them now.  I’m convinced they were alone.
LUCAS



I’ll question them in my quarters, Colonel.  If you need me, I’ll



be there.

VON SCHMELT



That should be fine.  I have my own work to attend to.  But, Doctor, 



don’t leave the hospital with them.  I don’t want you shot by 



mistake.

LUCAS



Thank you, Doctor.  I just want to determine if they are basically 



healthy.

Lucas leads the woman down the hallway to his quarters.  He brings them in and has them sit down on the bed.

INT: LUCAS’ QUARTERS

LUCAS

(To Anna)



Have you had anything to eat today?

ANNA

(Timidly)



Yes, we were given food.

LUCAS



Is it true, what you said about all the men from your 



band being killed?  There is only the two of you left?

GRANDMOTHER



Yes, sir, I swear there is no one left but Anna and me.

Lucas is then surprised as the grandmother gets up and walks over to a corner of the room, facing away.  The young Anna begins to open the buttons on her blouse with tears running down her cheeks.  He then realizes that she is preparing to be interrogated by a Nazi.  Lucas reaches forward and pulls her blouse back together.
LUCAS



No, no, no!  It’s not like that.  I’m not what you think.

Grandmother then walks over and reaches out for Lucas’ hand.  She looks intensely at his palm.

GRANDMOTHER

(Looking at him with new eyes)



You’re not one of them.  Who are you?

LUCAS



That’s what I wanted to tell you.  I’m really…I’m…oh, how do I 



tell you this.  I’m not who the Nazis think I am.  I’m an American 



spy who got stranded here.  I need to escape to the Allied lines.  If 



I’m able to get you out of here with me, will you be my guides 



to the western boarder?

ANNA

(Uncertain)



Are you trying to fool us?

GRANDMOTHER



No, it’s in his palm.  He’s not one of them.

Just then there is a knock at the door.  Lucas has the women sit down on the bed as he goes to answer it.  
LUCAS

(Whispers to the women)



Please stay quiet and keep my secret.

He opens the door.  It’s Dr. von Schmelt.

VON SCHMELT


Dr. Dikeman, I’m sorry to disturb you during your questioning, 



but would you consider coming with me to see a new child 



that just arrived.  I really would like your opinion of her.

LUCAS



Of course, Doctor.  (He looks to the women)  Just rest 



yourselves until I return.

As they leave a guard steps in front of the door to secure the women.

INT: THE HALLWAY

VON SCHMELT



I can supply you with a scalpel and some alcohol if you 



wish to take some skin tissue samples from the women.

LUCAS



Yes…uh…thank you, Doctor.  I…uh…will probably take my
 first sample from the old woman.

INT: THE CHILDREN’S WARD
Von Schmelt stops at the children’s ward.

VON SCHMELT



I just want to check on a patient quickly before we see the

little girl.  Will you please join me.

LUCAS



Of course, Colonel.

VON SCHMELT

(Whispering)



Please understand, this must be kept in the strictest confidence.

Lucas isn’t sure what to make of it, but he nods his approval.  He’s trying to stay in the colonel’s good graces.  They walk into the ward and right up to the bed of the little boy with the electrodes in his head.

VON SCHMELT



I would really like your opinion of my procedures, Doctor.

LUCAS



First of all, I must understand what it is that you hope to accomplish 



with these experiments.

VON SCHMELT



Well, we are trying to cure a defective mind.  We are using the 



electric shocks to try and stimulate the part of the brain that 



is not working.  You know, like when your auto battery is dead
VON SCHMELT
(Continues)



and needs to be recharged.

OLDER LUCAS

(Narrating)



I couldn’t believe what I was hearing.  Even in my time we could 



not repair a human brain.  And why were the Nazis even bothering 



to try?  From what I remembered about my history, the Nazis just 


destroyed those who didn’t fit their idea of the perfect Arian.  What 



was this all about?

LUCAS



Well…Doctor…first of all, you should probably stop embedding the 



electrodes into the brain.  You kill brain cells when you do that.  



Rather, attach small cotton balls to the outside of the temples and turn 



the power down to a very tiny level.

VON SCHMELT



But how can this work?

LUCAS



Studies from the Berlin institute show that this method helps to 



stimulate the part of the brain that controls intellect.

OLDER LUCAS

(Narrating)



I was lying, of course.  But I was hoping to save some other poor 


child from the horrors of this Nazi Frankenstein.

VON SCHMELT



Very good, Doctor.  If I try the experiment with another child, I 



will do it just like you said.

INT: THE HALL WAY LEADING TO THE EXAMINATION ROOM.   THEN, THE EXAMINATION ROOM
Von Schmelt leads Lucas down to the examination room and they go in.  There is a nurse there holding a little girl.  The colonel walks over to them.
VON SCHMELT

(Sweetly)


How are you today, little one?  And what is her name?

NURSE


This is Katrina.  She has just arrived.  The people in Berlin 

NURSE

(Continues)



felt that she would be an ideal subject since she is about the 



same age as Friedrich.

VON SCHMELT

(Angrily)



You know what the policy is about that name!

NURSE

(Apologizing)


I’m sorry, Herr Colonel, I didn’t see the Doctor behind you.

Lucas is somewhat obstructed behind the doctor.  So he steps into plain sight.

LUCAS

(Mater-of-fact)



It’s quite all right, Doctor.  I have my own work to attend to.  



Whatever she may have let slip is of no interest to me.

VON SCHMELT
(Apologizing)


I’m sorry that I’m not at liberty to tell you anything more, Doctor 



Dikeman.  But I have my orders.

LUCAS



Think nothing of it, Colonel.

VON SCHMELT

(Brighter)



Oh, yes, I have good news.  Since we have been unable to restore 

the telephones, we are going to be receiving a long distance radio transmitter tonight.  There have been so many bombings lately.  
So Berlin has directed that one be sent to us and you will be able to contact the universities first thing in the morning.  Unfortunately, it 
won’t be operational until then.

LUCAS

(Trying to act excited)



How wonderful, Colonel.

Von Schmelt then takes out his stethoscope and examines the little girl briefly.
VON SCHMELT



(To the girl)  It is a little cold, yes.  (He listens for a few seconds
 and then turns to Lucas)   She seems fine to me.  Doctor Dikeman, 



would you please take a quick look at her and tell me what 



you think.

Lucas looks at her briefly.  He is not a medical doctor, but he tries to keep up the charade.

LUCAS



She seems fine to me also.  Colonel, do you mind if I return 



to my test subjects now?  I want to finish my questioning and 


perhaps take my first tissue sample.

VON SCHMELT



Of course.  The nurse will get some alcohol for you.

INT: THE HALLWAY LEADING TO LUCAS’ QUARTERS

The nurse gives Lucas a bottle of alcohol from a cabinet.  Von Schmelt then approaches.

VON SCHMELT



Here you are, Doctor.

Von Schmelt hands him a very nice leather case.  Lucas opens it and finds a scalpel and some other dissection tools in it.  He looks to von Schmelt with mock gratitude.

LUCAS



Thank you so much, Doctor.  You are too gracious.

VON SCHMELT

(Blushing)



Well, we are scientists, yes.  And scientists must help each 



other.

INT: THE HALLWAY AND THEN LUCAS’ QUARTERS

Lucas then walks back down the hall to his quarters.  The guard steps aside and he enters and closes the door.  He finds the two women standing in the middle of the room naked.  We see them from behind.  The shock of the scene stops him in his tracks.
LUCAS



Where are your clothes?

ANNA



They took our clothes and brought us to the bath.

LUCAS

(Angry)



They walked you through the halls naked?

ANNA

(Looking down ashamed)



Yes.

Lucas turns and walks out the door.  He is very angry.  The guard has left, but he spots a nurse nearby.

LUCAS

(Very angry)



Did you take the Gypsy women to the bath?

NURSE



Yes, Herr Doctor.

LUCAS



And you walked them through the halls naked?

NURSE



Yes, they are prisoners, so it is how we…

LUCAS

(Very, very angry)



Now listen to me.  I will not have my test subjects paraded 



through the hallways naked.  You will not do this again. You 
will have their laundered clothes brought back here within 
the hour, or else I will take this up with Colonel von Schmelt.  
Do I make myself perfectly clear.

NURSE

(With very frightened eyes)



Yes, Herr Doctor.  I’m sorry, Herr Doctor.  I will see to it 



immediately.

She leaves quickly then and Lucas returns to the room.  The women are where he left them so he pulls some sheets from the bed and hands them to them to cover themselves.  

He then takes a moment to calm himself.
LUCAS



Damn Nazi bastards.   (He then pauses and takes a deep breath)  



(To the ladies)  Are you hungry?

ANNA



No, we’re alright for now.

LUCAS



Well, I’m sure they’ll be serving lunch soon and I want you 



both to eat as much as you can.  We’ll have to do the same 



thing at the evening meal.

GRANDMOTHER



Why is that?

LUCAS



Because they are getting a long distance radio transmitter in 



tonight.  And once they’ve checked on me they’ll know I’m 



not who I claim to be.  The colonel inferred that it wouldn’t 



be operational until tomorrow.  But that means we will have 



to make a break for it tonight.  I had hoped to get us an auto, 



but I don’t think I could talk the colonel out of one now.

GRANDMOTHER


Just as well.  The roads are too closely watched.  You will have 



the best chance on foot.

LUCAS



But I don’t have any papers.  The first time we’re stopped, I 



won’t have them to show.  We’ll be arrested on the spot.

GRANDMOTHER



Then you will have to make sure that you are not stopped.  You 



should travel the woods and live off the land.  It’s only a few 



days to the border on foot if you move at night and rest during 



the day.

LUCAS



OK, I do have a coat and cap and gloves.  And I have a pistol.  



But we’ll have to get you and Anna something warm to wear.  



I don’t know what they did with your coats, but there must be 



some coats around somewhere that I could rob.

GRANDMOTHER



You will only need one coat; one for Anna.

Anna and Lucas look at her puzzled.

GRANDMOTHER

(Continuing)



I will not be going with you.

ANNA

(Concerned)



Oh, grandmother, you must come with us.  How could we 



make it without you.

GRANDMOTHER
(Softly)



It is not possible, my child.  If the colonel thinks that this 



man is infatuated with you, he will give his permission for 



you to sleep here with him tonight.   (She looks to Lucas)  



You must ask the colonel to grant you this.  But he would 



become  suspicious if you asked that I sleep here also.  I 


will be locked up somewhere, and it will be too difficult 



and dangerous for you to try and free me.

ANNA

(She begins to cry)



But, grandmother, you must come with us.  I can’t bear 



the thought of leaving you with these people.

GRANDMOTHER

(Tenderly while hugging her)



It cannot be helped, my child.  It is the only way.  You 



children may have a chance if you do as I say.  But I 



cannot come.

Grandmother and Anna hug each other as Lucas looks on helplessly.
LUCAS



Maybe I could find a way?

GRANDMOTHER



There is no way.  But if you save my Anna, a part of me 



can live on.

Just then there is a knock on the door.  Lucas goes to open it.  It is von Schmelt. 

Anna is still crying, but Lucas goes to her and pulls her from her grandmother. 

LUCAS



This one is a little emotional.   (He laughs)   Doctor, I would 



like to have this subject stay in my quarters with me tonight 



if you approve.  I think I am going to need a little extra

information on this living tissue.

VON SCHMELT

(Laughing)



Of course, Herr Doctor, I can see that there is much 



to be examined.

Lucas then releases her and lets her go back to her grandmother.

LUCAS

(Cavalier)



What can I do for you, Colonel?

VON SCHMELT

(Still laughing)



Nothing, really.  I just wanted to bring you a few bandages.  



We wouldn’t want your healthy test subjects getting any 



infections.
LUCAS


Thank you, Doctor.

VON SCHMELT



Would you like me to have the old woman taken to the detention 



room?  That way you will have more privacy for your work.

LUCAS



Yes, that’s a good idea, but not until this afternoon.  I think I 



will be taking my first tissue sample from her.

VON SCHMELT



Very good, then.  I will send someone for her later this afternoon.  



Have a good day.

Von Schmelt leaves and Lucas closes the door.  Anna is still in her grandmother’s arms sobbing.  Lucas goes to them tenderly.

GRANDMOTHER



Now listen to me, daughter…and you too, young spy.  This is 



the only way.  You must try to make it to freedom; not only 



for yourselves, but for me and all of your family who the Nazis 



have destroyed.  It may be that one day you will be able to tell 

GRANDMOTHER

(Continuing)

the world what they have done.  So their shame will not be 



covered and so future peoples will know what happens when 



evil is not opposed.  It will be hard, but it is the only way.

Grandmother then pulls Anna from herself and puts her hand in Lucas’ hand.

GRANDMOTHER

(Continuing)



You must be with him now.  He is a good man.  I have seen 



it in his palm.  He will honor and protect you.  It doesn’t 


matter that he is not of our people.   (She now looks to 



Lucas with haunting eyes)  And it doesn’t even matter that 



he is not of our time.

INT: THE CHATEAU’S LIVINIG ROOM 1979            THE NEXT MORNING

The guys are just waking up.  They fell asleep in the chairs the night before.  They start to stir.
MARK



Jake, you awake?

JAKE



Yeah, I just woke up.

KYLE

(Just opening his eyes)



I’ve been up for a few minutes.  I didn’t want to wake you 



guys too soon considering how late we went last night.

MARK



Look, guys.  We have to be ready to do this by the end of 



the day.  We don’t know how long Hans and Klaus will be 



able to keep this thing quiet.  (He pauses and sighs)  And 



there’s one more thing we’re gonna to need.

JAKE



What’s that?

MARK



Von Schmelt said he met Lucas during the war; the Fall 



of 1943, he thinks.  That means, if we’re successful, we’re 



going to end up right in the middle of the complex in—



what was then—Nazi Germany.  We’re going to have to 

MARK

(Continuing)

arm ourselves, guys.  We need to bring guns.

JAKE



So where do we get them?
KYLE



I think I know; the security station.  The security people change 



shifts about the same time Hans and Klaus come in.  Once 



they’ve gone to their posts we can go in and take whatever we 



need.  They’ll notice what’s missing in the morning, of course, 



but by then it won’t really matter, will it.

JAKE



What about von Schmelt?

MARK



I say we take him with us.  That way, if something goes wrong 



and we’re fried on the plate, von Schmelt fries with us.

JAKE


I like the way you think, Kessler.

MARK



I’ll help you guys today as soon as I get through with the doctor.  


I want to pump him for more information.  We can use all the 



info. we can get about what this place was like back then.  Let’s 
wake him and get going.

INT: THE CONTROL ROOM AT THE COMPLEX

The guys and von Schmelt enter the control building.  Kyle and Jake then leave to begin their projects for the day.  Mark gets the doctor some coffee and pretends to make polite conversation with him.

MARK



Here’s your coffee, Doctor.

OLDER VON SCHMELT



Tank you.

Mark sits down on a desk and begins to chat.
MARK



Doctor, tell me more about the first time you met Lucas.  



You said that you thought it was the Autumn of 1943.  What 



else can you tell me?

OLDER VON SCHMELT



Dat vas so long ago.  It’s hard to recall.  I remember dat my 



men found him on da grounds here vone night.  He said dat 



he had been robbed and came to us for help.  (He becomes 



angry)  I vas good to him.  I thought he vas a doctor and I 



gave him every consideration.  And how did he repay me?  



He betrayed me vith dat Gypsy voman and robbed me of my 



vork.

MARK



What do you mean, he robbed you of your work?

OLDER VON SCHMELT



I vas vorking on some very important research.  It had been 



given to me by da highest authorities at da time.  I believe I 



vas very close to making a breakthrough.  And den your friend 



came along and...your Lucas came along and stole my 



experiment.

MARK



And what was that experiment?

OLDER VON SCHMELT



I vas vorking on da regeneration of brain cells in human children.  



I vas trying to cure mentally handicapped children and make dem 



normal.  I vas so close.

MARK



So what did Lucas take?

OLDER VON SCHMELT



He and dat voman took…dey took…all my notes.  I lost everyting.  



After dat, I couldn’t continue my vork.

MARK


Tell me, Doctor, how did Lucas escape?

OLDER VON SCHMELT


Vell, as best I can recall, he vas only vith us a few days.  



Ve found him da one day and den ve found the Gypsy 

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(Continues)

vomen da next day.  He left da next night vith da voman 



and a few children.  I vas sure dat ve could catch him 



easily.  But ve never found dem.

MARK



Doctor, you said he left with a woman and some children?  



But you also just said that you found some Gypsy women 



the one day—Gypsy women you said—plural.  Was there 



more than one Gypsy woman?

OLDER VON SCHMELT



Did I say dat?  No dere vas only one Gypsy voman.  Dat is 



vhat I meant.

MARK



I don’t think so, Doctor.  You distinctly said that you found 



some Gypsy women.  I heard you.  Come on…spill it, Doc.

OLDER VON SCHMELT



Alright, alright, dere vere two Gypsy vomen.  An old voman 


and a young girl.

MARK



So what happened to the old woman?

OLDER VON SCHMELT



She vas an old voman.  She had been hiding in da voods for 


many days.  It vas very cold out den.  (He pauses and sighs) 



I tink it vas a heart attack.  Ve tried to revive her, but it did 

no good.

MARK



OK, Doctor, we’ll let that go for now.  Tell me, how many 



guards did you have for the grounds here back then?

OLDER VON SCHMELT



About forty men; not counting da vones in da hospital.

MARK



That’s amazing.  How did your men guard so much ground 



with only forty?

OLDER VON SCHMELT



It vas no problem, really.  Ten or fifteen men vould go out 


in each patrol.  One patrol vould go out at six in da morning 



and den dey vould change patrols at ten o’clock dat night.

MARK



Interesting.  So, who was guarding the grounds when the 



patrols were changing?

OLDER VON SCHMELT

Vell…no vone…but only for a few short minutes.  Da next 

patrol vould go out after dat. Ve really didn’t have any trouble.  
It vorked vell…except for da night your Lucas ran avay.

MARK



OK, Doctor, that’s all for now.  I’m going to have you wait 



in the back room while I go talk with Kyle and Jake.  You 



may bring your coffee.

OLDER VON SCHMELT



Very vell.

INT: THE BACK ROOM OF THE CONTROL BUILDING

Mark escorts the doctor to the back room and has him sit at the desk that is by the file cabinets.  He then leaves and locks the door behind.

MARK

(Speaking through the door)



Just get some rest, Doctor.  I’ll be back in a few hours.

Mark then leaves that building and walks out to the plate to talk with Jake.  Jake is working on the large knife switch that he is connecting to the main power cable so he can kill the power to the plate if it becomes necessary.  As Mark approaches, Jake is twisting one of the bolts onto his creation.
MARK



How’s it going?

JAKE



Well enough.  I made it as heavy duty as I could.  There’s not 



much to it, really.  The main cable in now routed to this point.  



All the power will feed to the regulators though this switch.  



When the switch is closed, the electricity flows.  And when I 



pull it open, (He demonstrates) the circuit is broken…in theory
anyway.

MARK



In theory?

JAKE



Yeah…well…you have to remember that it will be 



carrying more then a hundred million volts of static 



at the time.  The amps will be off the scale as well.



I can’t say for sure what will happen if I have to use it.
MARK



Let’s just hope you won’t have to.  I’m going to go 



help Kyle with the ramp.

JAKE



I’m just about done here.  I’ll join you as soon as I 



disable the auto shutdown sequencer.  And by the 



way, where’s von Schmelt?

MARK



In the back room taking a little rest.  We’ll let him 



out when it’s time to eat.

INT: THE CONTROL BUILDING THAT EVENING

The guys and von Schmelt are seated around the conference table having the evening meal.  Hans and Klaus come in for their night shift.  Hans spots von Schmelt.
HANS



It’s da man from da department of energy?!  Did you tell 



da authorities vhat happened?

KYLE



No, not yet.  Guys, Mark would like to fill you in on what 



we’ll be doing tonight.  Jake and I have to make a little visit 



to the security station.  We’ll be right back.

Kyle and Jake leave to get the guns they need for the trip.  Mark then turns to von Schmelt.

MARK



Doctor, will you please step into the back room again.

Mark’s statement is not a request.  He looks at the doctor with a look that lets him know he must do it.

OLDER VON SCHMELT



Yah, I usually take a little rest after my evening meal.

He goes into the back room and closes the door.  Mark sits the two technicians down and begins his explanation.

MARK



We are going to be powering up the accelerator tonight, 



gentlemen.  And you’ll be at the controls.

HANS



You mean you vant us to help Kyle and Jake run da 



controls?

MARK



No, I want you guys to handle it all.  There won’t be much 



to it.  Hans, you will be here in the control building.  Once 



Klaus has powered up the accelerator, you will be turning 



on the grid and opening the power flow to the plate.

HANS


But I don’t have any experience at dat.  I don’t know what 



to do.

MARK



That won’t be a problem.  I’m going to have you turn them 



both up as far as they will go, so there won’t be any real 



decision making to it.

KLAUS



Vhat about me?

MARK



No problem there either.  You’ll be in the power shack.  

Jake will fill you in soon.

There is a fade to a few minutes forward.  Kyle and Jake return with the weapons and some heavy coats.  When Hans and Klaus see the guns, they are a bit startled.  Kyle and Jake tuck the guns into the inner pockets of the heavy coats.

KLAUS



Vhat’s going on, guys?

MARK



We’ll fill you in now, fellas.  We might as well have the doctor 



join us also.  He needs to find out he’s coming with us 


eventually.

Mark goes to the back room and opens the door.  He asks von Schmelt to rejoin them, which he does.  Mark then begins the explaination.

MARK



OK, folks, this is what’s gonna happen tonight.  We 


believe that Lucas is not dead.

OLDER VON SCHMELT



Vhat!  Vhat do you mean he’s not dead?

MARK



That’s right, Doctor.  We believe that your attempt to kill 



Lucas on the plate resulted in a time shift that sent him 



back to this complex in the Autumn of 1943.  That is why 



you met him all those years ago.  We don’t completely 



understand it ourselves, but at ten o’clock tonight we’re 



going to get on the plate and attempt a rescue.  And, Doctor, 



you should know you’ll coming with us.

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(Very upset)



Vhat do you mean, I am going vith you?  You can’t be serious.  



Ve vill all be killed.

MARK



Well…I must confess, that is a possibility, but nevertheless, we 



will try.

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(Defiantly)



I von’t do it!  And you can’t make me!

MARK

(With a menacing gaze)



Look, Doctor, we’re not giving you a choice.  But here’s the 



deal.  If you come with us willingly, and if we’re able to get 



Lucas back, we will promise not to tell the authorities how 



you tried to murder our friend.  You’ll be off the hook.  And 



we’ll also promise not to ask the authorities to look into your 



Nazi past.  If we get Lucas back, you can just leave and go on 



with your privileged life as though nothing had ever happened.

Now von Schmelt becomes quiet.  It’s obvious that he is terrified of getting on the plate, but he knows the deal is a good one…and in the end too good to pass up.

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(Timid)



You vould do dis if I help you?

KYLE



That’s right.  No one knows better what this place was like 



back then than you.

OLDER VON SCHMELT



Alright den, I vill help you if I can.  But I just don’t see how 



dis can vork.  Vhat vill keep us from being electrocuted?

KYLE


The plate is completely insulated.  And we now have an 



insulated ramp that will allow us to walk on and off the 



plate while the power is on.  It will be a short trip; only a



half hour or so.

OLDER VON SCHMELT


Very vell den, I vill go vith you.

MARK

(With a sigh)



OK…Jake…will you tell Hans and Klaus what they’ll be 



doing tonight.

JAKE


Sure, here it is guys.  Klaus, you will be in the power building 



for the run.  I’m going to have you bring the amps in the 



accelerator up to thirty percent to start.  Then when I tell you, 



you’ll bring it slowly up to sixty five percent and hold there.  



And when I give you the final word, I want you to shove it to 



the max as fast as you can.  Do you understand?

KLAUS



Yah, I tink so.

JAKE



Good.   I’ll take you through it one more time before we go.  

(He looks to Hans)   Hans, your part will be easy.  You’ll be 

here in the control room.  When I tell you, I’m going to have 
JAKE

(Continues)

you bring the volts and the grid speed up all the way.  After 
you’re finished, you’ll both have to leave the buildings.  The 
overload may cause a fire.

There is a fade forward to EVENING.  They are still in the control room.  The guys are putting on their coats and preparing to get on the plate.  Kyle hands von Schmelt his coat.
KYLE



Here’s your coat, Doctor.

OLDER VON SCHMELT



My, but dis is too heavy.  It’s not dat cold out tonight.

KYLE



Yes, I know.  But it will be cold where we’re going.

MARK



Doctor, will you please step outside for a moment.  I want to 



have a brief word with Kyle and Jake.

OLDER VON SCHMELT



Very vell.

The doctor steps out the door and Mark moves in close to his friends and speaks softly.

MARK



OK, guys, here’s what I figure.  Since this method of time travel 


is just a power push, the time lines should be running parallel to 



each other—in theory anyway.  That means, since it’s 9:45 PM 



here it should be 9:45 in Lucas’ time.  If I’m right we should 



arrive around 10 PM; the time that von Schmelt says the patrols 



change out.  That should give us a small window to look for 



Lucas without the guards around.  But if we need to use the guns…



(He pauses)

JAKE



If we need to us them, we use them.  (He then reaches into his 



coat and pulls his weapon out half way to show them)  We do 



what we have to do.

KYLE

(With a little smile and a fake southern accent)



So let’s do this thang.  What the hell, guys.  Do ya wanna 



live ferever.

They all smile at each other.

EXT: THE PLATE         9:50PM

The guys are at the plate with von Schmelt.  They walk up the new ramp onto the plate.  Jake pulls a communicator from his pocket.
JAKE


Klaus, can you hear me?

KLAUS

(Through the communicator)



Yah, I hear you just fine.

JAKE



I want you to start the pre-sequence warm up now.

KLAUS



OK, chief.

JAKE



Let me know when it goes green.

KLAUS



OK

There is a short wait.

KLAUS



OK, guys, it’s green.

Mark then looks to Jake with a serious gaze.

MARK



9:55, Jake.  (He then nods at him)

JAKE



OK, Klaus, bring her up to thirty percent.
SPFX:  The electric bolts begin to come off the regulators on the towers.

JAKE


Hans, turn the power and the grid up as far as they will 



go and leave the building.  Your part is done.

HANS

(Through the communicator)



You got it, Jake.  I’m doing it now.  Good luck, guys.

SPFX: The electric bolts get larger and are flying everywhere.  They even start to pass through them, but without harm because they are not grounded.  Von Schmelt is terrified.  Kyle tries to allay his fears.
KYLE



It’s alright, Doctor.  We’re not grounded.  They can’t hurt you.

JAKE



Klaus, bring her slowly up to sixty five percent.

MARK



Two minutes to 10, Jake.

A short wait.

KLAUS



OK, guys, dere’s sixty five percent.

SPXF: The bolts are huge.  Mark then looks over to the control building and realizes that the large observation window is blinking in and out.  Almost as though it is there one minute and gone the next.  He looks to Jake.

MARK



We’re right on the boarder.  Call Klaus and see if he can still hear you.

JAKE



Klaus, can you hear me?

KLAUS



Yah, but…st barely…I’m losing y…

Mark looks to Jake and gives another nod.

MARK



Do it now.

JAKE



OK, Klaus, get ready to leave the building.  (He then turns his 



communicator up as far as it will go and shouts)   Hit it!

INT: IN LUCAS’ QUARTERS IN THE HOSPITAL 1943                   STILL MORNING

There’s a knock on the door.  Lucas answers.  The nurse gives him the women’s clothes.  As they are dressing, Lucas turns, but continues speaking with grandmother.

LUCAS



What do you mean, not of your time?  How could you 



know that?

GRANDMOTHER



It’s alright, young spy.  Your palm has told me all that I 



need to know about you.  Take my Anna with you when you 



go tonight.  And God be with you both.

LUCAS


How do you know about me?  Just by looking at my palm?

ANNA


My grandmother is the diviner of our family.   (She kisses 


her hand)  She has the gift of discerning the palm and also 



the gift of prophecy.

GRANDMOTHER



That is right.   (She says while taking Anna’s hand from her’s 



and putting it in Lucas’ hand)   And that is why I brought 



her here.  The Nazis think they are so clever.  But it was I who 



let them find us.  I saw a shadow of someone in my dreams 



last night, and I knew that he could get my Anna away from 



this place and out of this terrible land.

LUCAS



Well, if we’re going anywhere tonight, we’re going to need 



some warm coats.  I have one under my bed, but we’ll have 



to get two more; one for each of you.

GRANDMOTHER



You will only need one more coat, young spy; one for Anna.  

 I will not be going with you.

LUCAS



We’ll see about that.   (He pauses, but she remains silent)   



I’m going to try and get the coats now.  I saw a cabinet 



in the hall by the ward that has coats in it.  It’s worth a try.

GRANDMOTHER


You should take Anna with you.  They will be expecting 

GRANDMOTHER

(Continues)



you to keep her near you now.  And take some liberties to 



touch her now and then.  They will be expecting that also.

LUCAS



What do you mean, touch her?

GRANDMOTHER



You are so innocent.  You really don’t understand them, do you.



What I mean is, every now and then, take Anna out of the way 


and kiss her.  They will be expecting it.  Pretend to force yourself 



on her and try to be seen by someone.  And, Anna, you must 



pretend to struggle a little.  That, too, will be expected.  You will 



see.  It will work very well.  And now, young spy, will you 



please bandage my arm?

LUCAS



Bandage your arm?

Lucas looks over and sees that she has sliced an inch of flesh from her arm with the scalpel from his dissection kit.  He goes to her upset.

LUCAS

(Continues)



Oh my lord!  What have you done!?

She hands him the sample of flesh on a small piece of bandage.

GRANDMOTHER



You should show this to the doctor.  It will convince him that 



you are who you say you are.  I knew that you could not do it, 



so I did it myself.

Lucas and Anna go to her then.  
LUCAS

(To Anna)



We need to clean the wound.  It should be disinfected too, but 



all we have is the alcohol.  It will do the job, but it will burn 



like fire.

GRANDMOTHER



Do not concern yourself.  By tonight, it will not matter.

Lucas and Anna wrap the wound with a bandage.

LUCAS

(As he is wrapping)



Now Grandmother….

GRANDMOTHER



My name is Marta.

LUCAS


Marta, you must promise me that you will not do something like 



this to yourself again.  And don’t worry about von Schmelt, 



I’ll take care of him.

GRANDMOTHER



No, you won’t.  But the colonel’s destiny does await him.  



Go and get the coat for Anna.  (She goes to lay down on the 



bed)  I will rest here until you come back.

INT: THE HALLWAY TO THE CHILDREN’S WARD

Lucas goes over and draws the window shades.  He and Anna then leave his quarters heading for the cabinet he believes has coats in it.  He and Anna are hand in hand, but she hangs back slightly to give the illusion that she is being dragged along.  Lucas remembers what Grandmother said, so when he spies a quiet corner, he pulls Anna to it.  But then he freezes.  He’s not sure he can do this thing.  Sensing his hesitation, Anna pulls his arms around her and presses against him for the kiss.  As they kiss, they hear a few soldiers walking by, so Anna pretends she is struggling against his advance.  Still, she holds on tightly as the guards pass laughing.  Lucas in angered by the guards’ reaction to the scene.  Anna senses this.

ANNA



You mustn’t feel so angry.  You must stay calm.

They continue on down the hallway.  And as they do, they pass the guarded door to the upstairs.  Lucas is a little concerned, and wants Anna closer to him, so he takes her by the arm and pulls her to himself with a loud order.

LUCAS

(Gruffly)



Stay closer to me, woman.

Lucas does it right and the guard almost snaps to attention when he hears it.  They turn a corner and finally reach the cabinet.  They check the hallway carefully and then enter.  Lucas walks over and opens the cabinet.

VON SCHMELT


Can I help you, Doctor?
Von Schmelt has come from out of a door behind them.  They did not see him.  Lucas has to think fast.

LUCAS



Oh…Doctor…here you are.  I was looking for you.

VON SCHMELT

(Uncertain)



Well, here I am.

LUCAS



I was hoping to find a coat for my test subject.  It’s such a 



beautiful morning, I was hoping that I could get your 



permission to go for a short walk of the grounds.

VON SCHMELT

(Seems to understand now)



Oh yes, I see what you mean.  It is a beautiful morning.  I’m 



sure that I can arrange for the guards to leave you alone while 



you walk.  I’ll have the major alert his men.  As for the coats, 



there is one here that should fit you well, but they’re all to 



large for your test subject.  Come with me to my office and I’ll 



have a wrap brought for her.

LUCAS



Thank you, Doctor.

Lucas and Anna follow von Schmelt to his office.  

INT: VON SCHMELT’S OFFICE

They go inside and have a seat while the colonel makes a call.

VON SCHMELT

(To Lucas)



The telephones are working within the hospital, but I’m 



sorry to say that the lines are still down.  We cannot call out 



and no one has been able to call in.

LUCAS

(Secretly glad)



I’m sorry to hear that, Colonel.  Oh well, after all there is a 



war on.

VON SCHMELT

(On the phone)



Nurse, please bring me a lady’s wrap.  Thank you.

Lucas wants to continue to keep the colonel off balance.

LUCAS



I’ll call the universities as soon as I’m able.  And…oh…



Doctor,  (He pulls the bandage from his pocket)   I have 


taken a tissue sample from the old woman.  I thought you 



might like to see it.

Von Schmelt takes the bandage and examines the piece of flesh.  He then smiles at Lucas.

VON SCHMELT



So, do you believe you will be able to use these Gypsies 



for your tissue work?
LUCAS



I think so, Colonel.  I can even use mice and lab rabbits if 



necessary, so I believe they will be adequate.

Just then the nurse knocks at the door.

VON SCHMELT



Yes.

NURSE



The wrap you ordered, sir.  And I have the file you requested 


earlier.

VON SCHMELT



Oh yes, come in.

When she enters von Schmelt takes the file folder from her and slips it into one of his desk drawers.

VON SCHMELT



Give the wrap to the woman.  That will be all, nurse.  Thank 
you.   (She leaves)  Oh, Doctor Dikeman, I’m so sorry.  I forgot 

to ask the nurse to bring you a jar for your tissue sample.

LUCAS



That’s alright, Doctor, it’s not important.

VON SCHMELT



Oh, but you don’t want it to dry out.  I have plenty of jars 



in the ward.  Just give me a few moments and I’ll get you one.
LUCAS


Thank you, Doctor.  You are too generous.

VON SCHMELT

(Almost blushing)



We are doctors, yes.  And doctors help each other.

He leaves then and Lucas has an idea.

LUCAS

(Whispering)



Anna, listen at the door and let me know if you hear anyone 



coming.

He gets up and goes to the colonel’s desk.

ANNA

(Concerned)



Alright, but whatever you’re doing please be careful.

Lucas opens the desk drawer where the colonel put the file earlier and looks at it.  It says, “FRIEDRICH,” at the top.  He opens it and begins to scan the page.  And as he does, he speaks aloud.
LUCAS

(Out loud, but softly)



Born 1939 in Hamburg—boy—mother of Polish descent—mother 



deceased—diagnosis, mental deficiency.  (He looks to Anna)  They 



must mean mentally handicapped.  Father….I can’t make this out.  



(The father’s name has been erased so he holds it up to the window)



Adol…Hites?  No…the first name is Adolf.  Must be Adolf Hister. 

(Now his eyes open wide)  Adolf Hitler.  (Looking to Anna again)  So that’s what this is all about.

ANNA
(Panic in her voice)



I hear someone coming.

Lucas closes the folder and quickly puts it back in the drawer.  He then goes to Anna and pulls her down into a chair and onto his lap.  He puts his hand in her blouse, but pulls it out quickly as von Schmelt enters.  Von Schmelt sees this and apologizes.

VON SCHMETL



Oh, I’m sorry, Doctor, I should have knocked.

LUCAS



Nonsense, Herr Doctor, this is your office.  I suppose I am 



too anxious.

VON SCHMELT



I completely understand.  We are young, virile men after all.  



Here is your jar.

LUCAS



Thank you, Colonel.

EXT: THE COMPLEX GROUNDS

Lucas and Anna then leave for their walk.  It’s a beautiful, but cold, November morning.  They walk out of the front entrance of the hospital and down the path that leads to the buildings that will one day house the controls for the accelerator.  Anna continues to let Lucas pull her along to complete the illusion.  As they walk, Lucas speaks softly to Anna.
LUCAS



Those poor children.

ANNA



What about the children?  Are they not caring for them properly?

LUCAS



You don’t understand.  They’re not treating the children here.  



They’re using them for their experiments.

ANNA



For their experiments?  Why are they experimenting with the 



children?

LUCAS



Because, they are trying to find a cure for a mental handicap.  



They’re butchering those sweet children for no reason.  Even 



in my time we are unable to repair a human brain.

ANNA

(Looks to Lucas with curiosity)



What do you mean when you say, in your time?  Grandmother 



said that you are not of our time.  What did she mean?

LUCAS

(With a big sigh)



I’m not sure how I can tell you that.  I’m not even sure you 


would believe me.

ANNA



I believe my grandmother.  Just tell me.  Have a little faith.

LUCAS



All right.   (Lucas pauses their walk on the path, but looks

around cautiously to make sure they’re not being watched)   

My friends and I were working on an experiment near those 

buildings over there.  (He points to the two buildings that 

will one day be their control and power buildings)  But 

someone sabotaged our work, and I was sent back to this 

place.   (Now he looks her in the eyes)  Anna, I’m not only 

not from this place, I’m not from this time.  We were doing 

our experiment in the year 1979.  Anna, I was born in 1952.

ANNA

(Her eyes wide)



You were born in 1952?  But this is only 1943.

LUCAS


I know.  I won’t even be born for another nine years yet.

ANNA



How can that be?  How can you be here now if you won’t be 



born for another nine years?

LUCAS


I know it’s hard to understand.  I don’t completely understand 



it myself.  It was an unexpected side effect of our experiment.

ANNA

(Looking a Lucas with soft, sad eyes)



So you are trapped here like me.

LUCAS
(Looking around)



We’d better keep walking.  Let’s go down to the buildings. 
LUCAS

(Continuing)


I want to see if I can find the best way off these grounds.

They walk down to the two buildings then.  Lucas briefly looks over the larger building that will one day be the control building.  He spots some wires and becomes curious about the smaller one that will one day be the power building.  He goes up to one of the windows and peeks in.  He sees three large generators whirring away and realizes that this is the power building for the hospital.
LUCAS

(To Anna)



This is their power building.  No wonder rabbit number one 



and I were deposited here.  That much electromagnetic energy 



caused a hole in the time shift.  There’s no telling how far 



back we might have gone if it hadn’t opened up here.  (Looking 



around again)  The woods are fairly close here.  We’ll come 



back tonight and hopefully slip away quietly.

They leave the buildings and head back for the hospital.  As they near the front entrance, Lucas sees a small gathering of soldiers on a patio.  There is also a nurse and two small children in the middle of them.  Lucas recognizes the little girl as Katrina, the girl he examined earlier with von Schmelt.  He doesn’t recognize the little boy, but he has a pretty good idea now who he is.

LUCAS

(He muses)



So that’s Friedrich.  (He pauses briefly and looks to her with 

tender eyes)   By the way, Anna, my real name is Lucas.
ANNA



Lucas.  I like that name.

They enter that hospital and go directly to his quarters.  He has two more coats now and he wants to keep them.  As they enter the room, Grandmother is just waking up from her nap.

GRANDMOTHER
(Sweetly)



Hello, children, did you have a nice walk?

ANNA



Oh yes, Grandmother, the morning air was so refreshing.

LUCAS

(To Anna)



Give me your coat, Anna.  I want to hide it.  And, Marta, I have 



a coat for you also.

GRANDMOTHER



That was very thoughtful of you, young spy, but it will not be


necessary.  As I said, I will not be going with you tonight.

ANNA



But, Grandmother, Lucas thinks he might be able to bring us 



both with him.

GRANDMOTHER



That is very courageous of you, young Lucas, but the colonel 



will not understand if you ask to keep me here in your room 



tonight.

LUCAS



You wanna bet.   (He stuffs the other two coats under the 



bed)   All I have to do is tell von Schmelt that I want you 



to be with us so you can watch.  These yankers are so sick 



and twisted, I’m sure he’ll go for it.

GRANDMOTHER

(Sternly)



Von Schmelt is no fool!  He is evil, yes…but he is no fool.  



You cannot change your character so abruptly and expect him 



not to notice.  He thinks you are a gentleman who has found 



a little plaything with my Anna.  But he knows you are not 



perverted.  You must do as I say or he will find you out.  You 



are so close to getting away from here with my dear Anna, and 



I will not let you both be destroyed in a futile attempt to save 



this old woman.

Just then there is a knock at the door.  Anna sits down on the bed with Marta and they take their positions as timid captives.  Lucas goes to answer the door.
LUCAS

(Opening the door he finds von Schmelt)



Herr Doctor, please come in.

VON SCHMELT



I ‘m sorry to disturb you during your questioning again, Doctor, but 



I wanted to let you know that I’ve arranged to have lunch 


prepared for you and your test subjects.  It will be delivered
VON SCHMELT
(Continues)



shortly.  But I also wanted to say, don’t eat too much.  I have 



something special planned for us this evening.

LUCAS

(Feigning gratitude)



Thank you so much, Colonel.  Again, you are too kind.

Lucas is then surprised as Grandmother rises from the bed and walks over to them.

GRANDMOTER



Herr Colonel, I am the diviner of the palm for my family.  



Would you like me to read yours now?

Von Schmelt just stares at her blankly for a moment.  He then produces a slight smile.

VON SCHMELT



Read my palm?  Do you believe this, Doctor?  Is it any 



wonder that these people are so easily subdued.  (Then 



to Grandmother)  Very well, woman, read it for me.

Grandmother takes his hand and only looks at it for a few seconds.  She then looks to von Schmelt.

GRANDMOTHER



It says that you will live a fairly long life.

VON SCHMELT



You see.  (He laughs)   The third Reich is invincible.  Nothing 



can stop our conquest.

GRANDMOTHER



It also says that you will die by your own hand.

Now von Schmelt is not amused.  And the silence in the room is crushing.

LUCAS



Ridiculous!  (Lucas expresses loudly)  Well I should say, 

Doctor.  Have you ever heard such drivel?  I think this woman 

must have been sniffing the alcohol I used on her earlier.

In a moment the Colonel cracks a slight smile.

VON SCHMELT


Yes…yes, such drivel.  (He turns to leave)  You will want 



to finish taking your tissue samples before the evening meal, 



Doctor Dikeman.  I will have someone come for the old 



woman and bring her to the detention room in a few hours.

LUCAS


Yes, thank you, Doctor.

Lucas closes the door behind him and waits for him to leave.  He then walks over to Grandmother and takes hold of her by both shoulders.

LUCAS

(Continues)



Marta, why did you do that?

GRANDMOTHER



What do you mean, young Lucas?

LUCAS



You know very well what I mean.  You intentionally 



antagonized von Schmelt.

GRANDMOTHER



What is this antagonized?  I only told him the truth.

She then brushes his arms away easily and rejoins Anna on the bed.
LUCAS


Even if that is what you saw in his palm, did you have 


to tell him?  You had to know he’d be furious.

GRANDMOTHER



Yes, young traveler, I knew he would be furious.  But I 



also knew that you were still entertaining notions of asking 



him to keep me in your room tonight.  Now you must know 



that that is completely impossible.

Lucas looks at her sadly now.  He knows she is right.  Anna hugs her around the neck and starts to cry.  There is then a flash forward to LATE AFTERNOON.  Grandmother is sitting on the bed telling them stories of her past.  They are laughing.

GRANDMOTHER



…and that is how my grandfather stole fifty chickens from 


the king of Bavaria and still got paid for it.

Again, they laugh.  But then there is a knock on the door.  Lucas gets up and answers it.  When he opens the door he finds the major with two other soldiers.

MAJOR



The colonel has ordered me to take the old woman to the 
detention room.
LUCAS

(With a fake smile)



Of course.

As they begin to take grandmother away, Anna goes to her in tears.  They hug briefly, but then Lucas goes over and pulls her from the embrace.

LUCAS

(Gruffly)



Come over here, woman.  (His fake smile again)  Go ahead, take 



the old woman.  But the colonel has given me permission to keep 



the young woman in my quarters tonight.

They leave the room with grandmother and Lucas closes the door.  He then takes Anna into a soft embrace and whispers to her.

LUCAS



I’m so sorry.  I’m so sorry.  But I have to think of you now.

ANNA

(Through her tears)



It’s alright, Lucas.  We will try to get away tonight if we can.  



But whatever happens, I will hold the memory of my family, 


my grandmother…(She pauses and looks into his eyes)  and 



you in my heart.

There is another quick flash forward to EARLY EVENING and they sit on the bed and comfort one another.  Lucas then gets up and pulls the coats from under the bed.  He starts to check all of his materials for the escape.

LUCAS



Well, I have the coats and the pistol.  That’s all we have.  We’ll 



have to live off the land until we’re out of Germany.  (He then 



pulls his watch from one of the pockets)   Come look at this, 



Anna.  It’s a little electric marvel from my time.

ANNA

(Looking at the red LED readout)



Is it a little fire?  Or is there a tiny light bulb in there?

LUCAS

(Smiling)



No, it’s called a light emitting diode where I come from.  A 



little electric current runs through it and makes it shine red 



like that.  It’s a technology byproduct from our space program.  
In the time I come from, my government is able to send craft into 
outer space.

ANNA

(With very big eyes)



You mean where the moon and the stars are?!  Your people 



go there?

LUCAS


Yes…well…to the moon anyway.

Just then there is a knock on the door.  Lucas takes the watch and shoves it into his pants pocket.  He then takes the coats and the pistol and shoves them back under the bed.

LUCAS



Just a moment.

Lucas goes over and opens the door.  It is a young nurse.

YOUNG NURSE



The colonel wishes to invite you and your test subject to 



the evening meal in his office.

LUCAS



Yes, thank you, nurse.  (As they leave with her)

INT: VON SCHMELTS OFFICE

Von Schmelt is seated at his desk.  A large table has been moved into the room and chairs positioned around it.  There is a knock at the door and he rises.
VON SCHMELT



Please come in.

The nurse leads them into the office as von Schmelt goes over to greet them.

VON SCHMELT
(Continues)



First of all, let me welcome you as my guest, Doctor Dikeman.  


I must apologize for having ignored you this afternoon, but my 



work gives me so little time for the social graces.

LUCAS



You needn’t apologize, Colonel.  I know how hard…

VON SCHMELT



No, you must accept my apology and be my very special 

guest for the evening.

LUCAS



Thank you, Herr Doctor, you are very gracious.  It’s a wonderful 



surprise.

VON SCHMELT

(Pleased)



And for the sake of this evening, we will pretend that your test 



subject is your escort.  (Looking to the nurse)  Nurse, you may 


now bring in the children.

Lucas is surprised as the young nurse goes out a side door that leads to von Schmelt’s bedroom and then returns with two, small children.  One is the small girl Katrina that he examined with the colonel earlier that day, and the other is a small boy that he recognizes from the patio when he and Anna took their walk.

VON SCHMELT

(Continues)



I thought we might enjoy having a few of the children dine 



with us tonight.   (And then he whispers to Lucas)  I’m 



breaking away from protocol some.  So if anyone asks, this 



night never happened.  (He then winks at Lucas)

Lucas is still caught a bit off guard, but he winks back at the colonel wanting to keep his confidence.

LUCAS



Right.

VON SCHMELT

(To the nurse)



You can leave them with us now.  And tell them that we are 



ready to be served.

YOUNG NURSE



Yes, Herr Colonel.   (And then she leaves)

Von Schmelt walks over and takes the children by their hands.  He leads them over to Lucas and Anna.
VON SCHMELT



This is little Fritz and Katrina.  Say hello to the nice doctor.  And 



say hello to his pretty escort.

Anna and Lucas smile at the children.  Von Schmelt picks up the little girl.

VON SCHMELT

(Continues to Anna)



Would you like to hold her?

ANNA



Why…yes…Colonel, if it’s alright.

VON SCHMELT



If I say it’s alright, then it’s alright.  (He gives her the girl and

then looks to Lucas)  There, you see, all women love children.  

It doesn’t matter if they’re normal or not.  (He picks up the 

little boy as Lucas walks over to him)

LUCAS

(To the little boy)



And how are you tonight, young gentleman?

VON SCHMELT



Fritz cannot speak.  But we are working on that.  The 


little girl can talk so we are hoping to find out why it is 



that she can and he cannot.

There is a knock at the door and the nurse enters with the severs and their food carts.  Everyone is seated around the table.  Von Schmelt has the little boy on his one side and Lucas on the other.  Anna is next to Lucas and the little girl is next to her.  They are served and there is a flash forward to after the meal.

VON SCHMELT



Was everything to your liking, Doctor?

LUCAS



Just wonderful, Colonel.  It is by far the best meal I’ve had 



since the beginning of the war.

VON SCHMELT

(Very pleased, but then subdued, looking to Anna)



It has been such a wonderful evening so far…and I hate to 



spoil it, but I’m afraid that I have some rather bad news for 


you, my dear.  (A short pause)  Shortly after my men bought 



your grandmother to the detention room she became very ill.  



I believe it was a heart attack.  We tried to revive her, but 



unfortunately we were not successful.

Anna covers her face and begins to cry.  Lucas reaches over and puts a comforting hand on her shoulder.
LUCAS

(To von Schmelt)



I suppose we can find a little compassion in our hearts, even for 



the likes of these people, eye, Colonel.

VON SCHMELT



Yes, yes indeed.  Kindness to an inferior is important now and then.

ANNA



May I see her, Colonel?

VON SCHMELT



Yes, I suppose that would be alright.  We have her in the surgery.  



Bring her this way, will you, Doctor.

YOUNG NURSE



Herr Colonel, it is already past the children’s bed time.  May I 



put them down for the night?

VON SCHMELT



Oh, just let them stay a few minutes more, Nurse.  This won’t 



take long.  We will say goodnight to them when we return.

INT: THE HALL WAY LEADING TO THE SURGERY

Von Schmelt leads them down the hall toward the surgery.  Lucas notices that the clock on the wall reads a quarter till nine.  He knows the patrols change at ten.  They enter the surgery and go over to a table where grandmother is laying covered by a sheet.  The colonel pulls back the sheet for Anna to see.  Grandmother’s look is peaceful.  Lucas then notices the needle mark on the inside of the elbow.  He knows what really happened.  Anna looks at her grandmother for a few moments and then speaks to von Schmelt.

INT: THE SURGERY

ANNA



Thank you for letting me see my grandmother, Colonel.  You 


will see to it that she is given a proper burial.

VON SCHMELT

(Feigning some compassion)



Why yes, of course.  It is the way of civilized men.

Anna takes one last look and they then leave the surgery and return to the colonel’s office.

INT: BACK IN THE COLONEL’S OFFICE

VON SCHMELT

(His false compassion gone, he picks up the little boy)



And how is little Fritz.  (The boy yawns)


YOUNG NURSE



Colonel, it’s time for the children to go to sleep.

VON SCHMELT



Very well.  Say goodnight to the Doctor and his lady, children.

Just then, the watch in Lucas’ pocket begins to beep.  Lucas reaches in his pocket and tries to shut it off, but without success.  Finally, he reaches in, pulls it out, and presses the button to deactivate the alarm.  Von Schmelt comes over to him with great curiosity.

VON SCHMELT



What is that?

LUCAS

(Fumbling)



Oh…just a small medical instrument…that I carry.
VON SCHMELT

(More than just a request)



May I please see it?

LUCAS



Certainly.  It was developed at the university in Berlin.  It’s only 



a test model.  I’ve been testing it for them.

VON SCHMELT



My men did not find it when they searched you yesterday?

LUCAS



No…uh…no they didn’t.  And I suppose I just forgot to mention it.

Lucas can tell that the colonel is a little uncertain.  He wants to believe Lucas, but this is unsettling to him.  Lucas panics a bit.

LUCAS

(Continuing)



Colonel, I have another instrument in my quarters that attaches 



to this one.  They work together.  May I go and get it?  Once I 



put the two together, I think all your questions will be answered.



(He then leans in and whispers to him)  The people in Berlin 



ordered me to keep it a secret.  So, if anyone asks, I never showed you.
Now a big smile returns to von Schmelt’s face.

VON SCHMELT



Yes, yes, go and get it.  I have my own secrets that I must keep.

YOUNG NURSE



But, Colonel, the children

VON SCHMELT



Soon, Nurse, please be patient.
INT: THE HALLWAY TO LUCAS’ QUARTERS        LUCAS’ QUARTERS

Lucas leaves the colonel’s office and heads for his quarters quickly.  Once inside, he pulls the coats from under the bed and puts one on.  He checks the pistol and then hides it in a pocket again.  He grabs Anna’s coat and then heads back to the colonel’s office.
INT: THE COLONEL’S OFFICE

When Lucas gets to the door, he takes a deep breath and then enters.  As he does, von Schmelt is bouncing the little boy on his knee.

YOUNG NURSE



The children must go now, Colonel.

VON SCHMELT



Very well, oh…Doctor…you are wearing your coat.  Do we have 



to go outside to see the instrument work?

Lucas pulls the pistol from his pocket and points it at the colonel and the nurse.

LUCAS



I’m afraid not, Doctor.  I’m sorry to say that we’re leaving you.
VON SCHMELT

(Confused)



What is this?  What are you saying?

LUCAS



I don’t have time for explanations, Colonel.  Please set the child 



down and move away from your desk.

Slowly, and in disbelief, he sets the child down and moves away from his desk with the nurse.  Lucas then gives the pistol to Anna.

LUCAS

(Continues)



Hold the pistol on them.  If he moves, shoot him.

INT: THE COLONEL’S BEDROOM OFF HIS OFFICE

Von Schmelt looks to Lucas with murder in his eyes.  Lucas pulls the drapery cords down from the windows and marches the colonel and the nurse out the side door and into his bedroom.  Fade forward as he has them bound and gagged and stuffs them into a cabinet which he locks afterwards.

INT: BACK IN THE COLONEL’S OFFICE

LUCAS

(To Anna)



We need to get back to my room and wait for the patrols 



to change.

ANNA



What about the children?

LUCAS



We’ll just leave them here.  Someone will eventually find 



them…and von Schmelt and the nurse as well.

ANNA



But if we leave them, they will do their experiments on them; 



like you said.

LUCAS



Yes, on the girl anyway.  The boy is the son of Adolf Hitler.  



That’s why they’re doing all this.  He won’t be harmed.
Anna goes over and scoops the little girl up in her arms.

ANNA

(Crying a little again)



Let’s take her with us.

LUCAS


Anna, we can’t do that.  We’ll be lucky if we make it out 



ourselves. How can we travel the countryside with a child?

ANNA



My family did it all the time.  But if we leave her, they’ll 



hurt her.

LUCAS

(After a few moments, then with a sigh)



Alright, and we’ll take the boy too.  Without him, there will 



be no need to continue the experiments.  Maybe it’ll save 



some of the other children.

INT: THE HALLWAY TO LUCAS’ QUARTERS

They peek out the office door to see if the coast is clear.  They then run down the hall to Lucas’ room with the children and hurry in.  Their luck is holding.  No one sees.  As they are going, older Lucas narrates.

OLDER LUCAS



I couldn’t refuse Anna’s request to take the children with us.  


She had lost so much already.  I figured we probably wouldn’t 
make it anyway.  I kept the lights in the room off and looked 
out the window to try and determine the best time for us to 

make a break for it.  It was then that I noticed the patrol coming 
up the hill for the change over.

LUCAS



Stay here with the children, Anna.  I’m going to see if it’s clear.

EXT: THE GROUNDS OUTSIDE THE HOSPITAL SHORTLY BEFORE 10:PM  NIGHT

Lucas slips out the window and crawls on his belly over to a clump of bushes.  Looking around, he suddenly spots his wallet in one of the bushes where he dropped it the night before.  He pulls it from the bush and tucks it into his back pocket.

LUCAS



Might as well take it with me.

He then crawls back to the window.

LUCAS

(Continues with a whisper)



Come, Anna.  We’re leaving.

She appears then with her coat on now and the two small children in her arms.  She has wrapped them in blankets from the bed.  Lucas notices.

LUCAS

(Continuing)



That’s a good idea.  It’s cold out tonight.

Lucas helps them out the window.  He takes the boy while Anna carries the girl.  They make their way down the hill towards the buildings where they hope to slip into the woods unnoticed.  Almost all the way down the hill, they stop behind a clump of bushes to rest for a moment.

LUCAS

(Continuing)



Almost there.  Once we’re in the woods it will be important 



for us to stay close.  I don’t want to lose you in the dark.

And then they hear it.  A siren begins to sound.

LUCAS

(Sadly)



Well, that’s it.  Either they found von Schmelt, or they realized 



that Friedrich is missing.   (He looks to her with compassion)  



They’ll be here before long.  If we leave the children, we still 



may be able to make a break for it.

ANNA



You go.  (Very sad)  You don’t belong here anyway, Lucas.  Go 



and tell the world what they have done to us.

Lucas is very sad also.  He just can’t leave her.
LUCAS

(To Anna)  Someone else will have to tell them.  (Whispers to himself)   God have mercy on us.

Then comes the shout.

MARK



Lucas!  Lucas Fuller!

LUCAS

(Excited to Anna)



Lucas Fuller?  That’s my name!

MARK



Lucas!

LUCAS




It’s Mark Kessler!

And then Mark and Kyle and Jake emerge from the trees.

LUCAS



Guys, oh guys, I can’t believe you came for me.  I can’t 



believe you pulled it off.

MARK
(Out of breath)



There will be time to talk about it later.  We don’t know how 



much longer the plate will stay.  We’ve been here almost 



twenty minutes already.  Big Momma will go into meltdown 



at any moment.

LUCAS



The plate’s here?

JAKE

(Panting)



Yeah, but not much longer.

LUCAS

(In a hurry)



OK.  Guys, this is Anna; Anna the guys.

Mark takes the little girl while Lucas carries the boy.  They begin running towards the plate with all their might.

KYLE



What about von Schmelt?

Lucas slows their pace a bit.

MARK



He can just stay here for all I care.

LUCAS



What do you mean, von Schmelt?  He came with you?

Now they stop.

MARK



Yeah, we didn’t want to leave him behind in case we 



didn’t make it back.

LUCAS



So where is he?

JAKE



He ran off as soon as we got here.  We didn’t have time to 



go after him.  We just started looking for you.

Lucas hands Kyle the little boy.

LUCAS



Get Anna and the children and yourselves onto the plate.  I’ll 



try to be there before the meltdown.

MARK
(In disbelief)



What do you mean?

LUCAS



I’m going after von Schmelt.  I can’t leave him behind; not alive 

anyway.  He knows the secrets of the project—not to mention the 
outcome of the war.  There’s no end to the amount of damage he 
could do.

MARK



OK, I’ll go with you.

LUCAS

(Forcefully)



No you won’t!  And we don’t have time for this.  Now get to 



the plate!

Lucas runs off in the direction of the hospital.  When he reaches the bottom of the path, he sees the elder von Schmelt starting to make his way up.  To his horror, he also sees 
the younger von Schmelt and a group of soldiers coming down towards him.

LUCAS

(Whispers to himself)



I’m too late.

OLDER LUCAS



It was then that the elder von Schmelt began calling out to them.  



But his words were in English.  Apparently, he had been around 



the guys so much that he had gotten used to speaking it.

OLDER VON SCHMELT



Dey’re over dere!  Dey’re getting avay!

The younger von Schmelt charges down with murder in his eyes.  He grabs his elder self by the lapels of his jacket and shakes him.

VON SCHMELT



Who are you?!

OLDER VON SCHMELT

(Confused)



I am you!  I am you!

The younger von Schmelt pushes him back.  He then pulls a pistol from his coat and fires dead into the old man’s chest.  With a look a disbelief and horror the elder fellow falls to his knees.  The colonel then finishes him with a shot to the head.  A look of morbid curiosity comes over von Schmelt’s face.  But then he looks up into the sky behind Lucas.  He has spied something.  Lucas spins around and realizes that he has spotted the sky that is being illuminated by the flashes coming from the plate towers.  He turns and begins running towards the plate with all his might.  When he bursts through the trees, he sees Anna and the children and the guys waiting anxiously for him on the plate.  He runs towards them.

SPFX: THE RAMP IS THERE.  LARGE FLASHES COMING FROM THE TOWERS.  THE MAIN POWER CABLE COMES FROM THE SWITCH ON THE PLATE TOWARDS THE POWER BUILDING, BUT THEN TRAILS OFF INTO NOTHINGNESS.

KYLE


The ramp, Lucas!  You must come up the ramp!

Lucas does as he says and runs up the ramp.  But he is moving so fast that they have to catch him so he doesn’t fall off the other side.

LUCAS

(Very out of breath)



Let’s go, guys.  Von Schmelt is coming.

KYLE



The old man?

LUCAS



No, he’s dead.  The young…I’m going to kill you…von Schmelt.

Jake already has the boots and gloves on.  So Anna and the children and the others huddle in the middle of the plate while he goes over and grabs the handle of his switch.  
JAKE



I hope this works!  (He shouts as he pulls up hard on the handle)

A sudden, bright flash explodes and throws Jake back towards the others.  The power is now so great that it has arced the three feet between the posts and is continuing the flow.

JAKE



She won’t shut down!

They help Jake to his feet.

MARK



Big Momma can’t last much longer.  She’ll melt down any 



minute.

LUCAS

(Frightened)



We don’t have a minute.  Von Schmelt and his men will be 



here any second with their machine guns.  We’re sitting ducks



up here on this plate.

JAKE



The regulators on the towers!  Shoot them!

They have Anna and the children lay down in the middle of the plate.  They each pull a gun from their coats and choose a regulator on one of the towers for a target.  Von Schmelt and his men can be heard just beyond the trees.
MARK

(To Lucas with a wry smile)



See you in church, Fuller.   (And then)   Fire!

SPFX: SHOOTING THE REGULATORS
The guys pour all they have into the ceramic regulators.  And as they shatter from their volleys, huge bolts of static electricity fly everywhere while glowing bits of the regulators fall down all around them and make it seem as thought it is raining a trillion fire flies.

INT: LUCAS’ SEASIDE HOME OVERLOOKING THE OCEAN           MORNING

THE YEAR 2004

Older Lucas had fallen asleep in his easy chair.  He was dreaming about his experience all those years ago.  Older Anna comes from their bedroom and walks over to Lucas.  She touches him gently on the shoulder.

OLDER ANNA

(Softly)



Lucas.   (Lucas opens his eyes slowly)   You slept in the chair again.

OLDER LUCAS

(Wiping the sleep from his face)



Yes, Anna, yes I did.  I’m sorry.

OLDER ANNA

(With compassion)



You were thinking about it again last night, weren’t you?

OLDER LUCAS



Yeah, I was.  I think I even dreamed about it a little.

OLDER ANNA

(Stoking his brow softly)



Well, it’s all in the past.  I’m going to go and get ready.  The 



guys will be here in a few hours to take us to the airport.

OLDER LUCAS



Right, go ahead, Anna.  I’ll be along in a few minutes.

She kisses him on the check and then goes back to their bedroom.  Lucas picks up the letter setting atop the nightstand next to his chair.  He then walks over to the large living room window and gazes out at the sun just peeking over the ocean in the distance.

OLDER LUCAS

(We hear his thoughts)



The guys and their wives would be arriving soon.  We would be 



flying to Indiana for the funeral.   (He looks down at the letter 



in his hand)   The letter from the State Department informed us 



that a young man by the name of Ralph Mullins had passed away.


But there was once a time when his name was Friedrich.  Heart 



complications, the letter said.  Still, I can’t help but remember all that  



happened to us.  Jake’s idea to shoot the regulators had worked, and 



the plate instantly returned itself, and us, to the time from which 



its power source emanated.  Only moments after that, Big Momma 



went into meltdown and destroyed herself.  And both of the complex 



buildings burned to the ground.  Needless to say, the US and West 



German governments were appalled when they learned that we had 



trashed their multi-million dollar accelerator.  But once we explained 



all that had happened, and after they spoke with Anna and saw the 



children, they decided that we had stumbled onto a very important—



and dangerous—scientific discovery.  And they swore us to secrecy 



about everything that had taken place that night.  A few days after 



our return, I read in the papers that the West German government 



announced the death of the famous scientist Doctor Victor von 



Schmelt; who was reported to have been killed in a lone automobile 


accident, and was laid to rest shortly after in a private, closed-



casket ceremony.  The guys and I gave up our research then and 



went into different fields.  The government made sure that there 



is now no record of our ever having attended MIT together.  Mark 



went into bicycle manufacturing while Kyle is in the paper 



industry.  And Jake became a farmer like his father before him.  But I 



chose to work with the mentally handicapped, and continue to do 



so to this day.  I married Anna, of course.  And how she loves 



living in the United States.  I often kid her about being so much 



older than me; after all, she was born in 1919.  She loves fast food 



and television.  And she loves that fact that no one can treat her 



like a second class citizen just because of her Gypsy heritage.  She 



has often said that living in America, at this time, is surely God’s 



gift to her for having suffered the loss of her family.  The experience 



changed us all so completely.  It was the end of an era, and the end 



of a way of life.  It was the end of our scientific ambitions, and 



the end of our collective innocence.  And beyond a shadow of all 



doubt, that balmy evening in West Germany, in the Spring of 1979,



marked the end of…The Pendulum Project.
Fade:                                                              FINIS
