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BLACK SCREEN

A scratchy song froma cheap TOY MJSI C BOX begins to play
mul tiple tines.

TOY MJUSI C BOX (V. Q)
Ri ng around a rosy, a pocket ful
of posies. Ashes, ashes, we all
fall down.

FADE | N:

EXT. CROWAE RESI DENCE - N GHT

A white, two-story house sits on a quiet street, a soft w nd
nmovi ng through the surrounding trees.

SUPER: "OCTOBER 8, 1993."

TOY MJSI C BOX (V. Q)
Ri ng around a rosy, a pocket ful
of posies. Ashes, ashes, we all
fall...

| NT. CROVNE RESI DENCE - N GHT
A dish crashes to the fl oor.

TOY MJSI C BOX (O . S.)
. down.

SUSAN CRONE stares at the broken dish on the kitchen fl oor.

She shakes her head as she bends down and picks up the
br oken pi eces. The song continues to play fromthe cheap toy
nmusi ¢ box somewhere cl ose by.

SUSAN
Danny, woul d you pl ease turn that
thing off and get upstairs and
brush your teeth.

DANI EL CROWNE, a 6-year-old boy, sits cross-1egged on the
living roomfloor, happily listening to the scratchy song as
it emanates fromthe cheap toy nusic box.

He turns in response to his nother’s conmmand.

DANI EL
(frustrated)
Can’t | stay up and watch TV with
Daddy?



Susan stops collecting the broken dish pieces as she stares
curiously at Daniel fromthe kitchen.

SUSAN
What i s he wat chi ng?
DANI EL
" X- Fol ders. "
SUSAN
You nean "X-Fil es?"
DANI EL
Yeah!
SUSAN

Absol utely not! That’s too scary
for you. Besides, it’s tinme for you
to go to bed.

DANI EL
It’s not too scary, Momy! |’ve
wat ched it before!

SUSAN
And you had nightmares for a week
W' re not doing that again.

DANI EL
But | want to watch it!

Susan sighs as she stonps into the living roomand glares at

her

husband.

WALTER CROVE sits lazily in his recliner, his eyes fixed on
t he tel evision.

SUSAN
Wal ter!

Walter jolts as he turns to face Susan.

VWALTER
Hnf?

SUSAN
Pl ease be a father and do
sonet hi ng.

Walter glances at Daniel briefly before turning back to the
t el evi sion.



WALTER
Danny, listen to your nother.

Susan, who was returning to the kitchen, jerks around
suddenl y.

SUSAN
Wal ter!

Walter turns to give his full attention to Daniel.

WALTER
(frustrated)
Danny, get upstairs and get ready
for bed!

Dani el stands up fromthe living roomfl oor.
DANI EL
(angrily)
| never get to stay up |ate!

WALTER
| m not going to ask you agai n!

Dani el clenches his fists and begi ns stonping across the
living roomtoward the staircase.

DANI EL
| m goi ng.

VWALTER
DANI EL
| m goi ng!
| NT. CROWE RESI DENCE - NI GHT

Several mnutes later, Susan wal ks up the stairs and down
t he hal | way.

She passes her daughter’s bedroom where 16-year-old
BRI DGETTE CROVE | ays peacefully on her bed studying a
t ext book. Music plays softly froma nearby radio.
Susan gently knocks on the bedroom door.

SUSAN
Bridgette?

Bridgette | ooks over her shoul der to speak to her nother.



BRI DGETTE
Yeah?

SUSAN
How | ong are you pl anni ng on
stayi ng up, honey?

Bridgette glances through the pages of her textbook as she
contenpl at es her answer.

BRI DGETTE
| need to finish reading this |ast
chapter for history and then | need
to study for ny biology test. |1l
probably be done in an hour.

SUSAN
kay. Let nme know if you need
anyt hi ng.

BRI DGETTE

Al right, thanks Mom
Susan continues wal ki ng down the hal |l way.

She hesitates slightly as she approaches Daniel’s room and
then noves quietly to position her head close to his door.
Dani el s voice can be heard com ng through the door.

DANIEL (O S.)
| spoke with her during reading
time today, but Ms. Nolan caught
ne.

Susan listens through the door.
DANIEL (O S.)
|”mgoing to try to sit next to her
tomorrow, but | don’t know if ny

teacher will et me. Last week when
Ms. Nolan caught nme, | had to..

Susan knocks on the door.

SUSAN
Dani el ?

Dani el stops speaking, but does not respond.

Susan opens the door. Daniel sits on his bed next to his
bedroom wi ndow, the rain gently hitting the gl ass.

They stare at each other briefly before Daniel responds.



DANI EL

What ?
SUSAN

Who were you talking to, sweetie?
DANI EL

No one, Mm

Susan stares curiously at Daniel for several seconds in
si | ence.

SUSAN
It’s time for bed. Lights out.

DANI EL
Just 10 nore m nutes?

SUSAN
Fi ve nore m nutes.

DANI EL
Al right.

Susan begins to close Daniel’s bedroom door.

SUSAN
And | nean five nore mnutes
t oni ght .

DANI EL
Al right!

Susan turns to wal k down the hallway, but stops and | ooks
back over her shoul der at Daniel’'s bedroom door.

DANIEL (O S.)
| wish | never had to go to sleep
Do you ever go to sleep?

Dani el pauses briefly.

DANIEL (O S.)
My parents hardly ever |let ne stay
up...and ny nomdoesn’'t |let ne
wat ch scary novies. Do you have
parents?

Susan slowy turns and conti nues wal ki ng down t he hal | way
and down the staircase as Daniel continues to speak.

She enters the living roomwhere Walter sits on the edge of
his seat as he watches tel evision.



Susan plants herself on the nearby couch.

SUSAN
W need to tal k.

Walter’s eyes never |eave the television.

WALTER
About ?
SUSAN
Danny.
WALTER
| s he asl eep?
SUSAN
He's tal king to hinself again.
WALTER
Hold on, it’s about to go to a

commer ci al .

Susan sighs and waits inpatiently for Walter’s show to go to
a commercial break. She quietly runs her hand across her
dress draped across her knees, trying to snooth several
wrinkles | ocated on the bottom of her dress.

After about 20 seconds, Walter’'s show goes to conmercial and
he turns to face Susan as he nmutes the television with his
renot e.

WALTER
He’ s been doing that every night
for about a week now, hasn't he?

SUSAN
Two weeks. | want to call his
pedi atrician tonorrow and get his
opi ni on.

WALTER

Do you want ne to call Steve
tonmorrow and get his opinion?

SUSAN
St eve?

VWALTER
Steve Preston. He works over at
Washi ngton State University in the
psychol ogy departnent.



SUSAN
Yeah, if you don’t m nd.
WALTER
No, | don't mind. 1’1l call him
tonmorrow norning on ny way to work.
SUSAN
Don't get in a weck! | hate it

when you tal k on the car phone and
drive at the sane tine.

WALTER
|’mnot going to get in a weck,
honey.

SUSAN

Just call himfrom worKk.

WALTER
| won’t get in a weck if | cal
hi m during the drive!

SUSAN

Pl ease just call himfrom work.
WALTER

Fine, I'll call himfromwork
SUSAN

Thanks.
Susan stands from the couch.

SUSAN
How | ong are you pl anni ng on
stayi ng up?

VWal ter glances at a clock on a nearby wall before answering.

WALTER
"1l be up in about 15 m nutes
after ny show is over

SUSAN
Okay. Goodni ght .

Susan wal ks across the living roomtoward the staircase.

WALTER
Goodni ght, honey.

VWal ter uses his renote to un-nmute the tel evision, a MALE
VOCE filling the room



MALE (O S.)
| understand that humans are the
top carnivore, but what if
sonmet hi ng entered the food chain
above us?

| NT. CROWE RESI DENCE - NI GHT

Several hours later the Crowe residence is conpletely quiet,
except for the quiet ticking of a grandfather clock. Al the
lights are off downstairs.

The alarmclock reads "3:07 AM" A sound downstairs startles
Susan out of her sl eep.

She sits upright in bed and waits for several seconds,
listening intently for the sound to occur again. Just as she
is about to go back to sleep, she hears another sound.

She quietly shakes Walter.

SUSAN
Walter! VWalter!

Several seconds pass before Walter is coherent enough to
respond.

VWALTER
What ?

SUSAN
Sonmeone’ s novi ng downst ai rs!

Wal ter sighs and buries his head once again into his pillow

WALTER
It’s probably just Bridgette
getting sonething out of the
fridge.

SUSAN
At 3:00 in the norning?!

Wal ter noans as he pushes the conforter off his body, grabs
a tattered robe froma nearby chair, and nutters sonething
to hinself as he noves toward t he bedroom door.

Wal ter covers his nouth as he yawns and nmakes his way down
t he dark staircase.

As he turns the corner, he freezes in the living room

Wal ter sees the front door gapi ng w de open.



He quickly | ooks around as he steps back and returns up the
staircase.

Walter re-enters his bedroom and quickly wal ks to his cl oset
where he retrieves a small handgun and begi ns | oadi ng the
firearm He does not | ook at Susan as he quietly |oads the
pi stol.

Susan is frozen on the bed.

SUSAN
VWhat is it?!

Wal ter continues to |oad the handgun. He does not | ook at
Susan as he responds.

VWALTER
Get Danny and Bridgette, |ock
yourself in the back room and cal

911.

SUSAN
Talk to ne Walter, what’s going
on?!

VWalter retrieves a small flashlight fromhis closet.

He then crosses the room and | ooks right at Susan.

WALTER
The front door is sitting w de
open.

SUSAN
Oh God!

Wal ter places a hand on Susan’s arm and | ooks her straight
in the eye.

WALTER
CGet the kids...call the police.

Susan grabs the portable phone as Walter enters the hallway
and quietly makes his way down the staircase, the flashlight
and handgun drawn in front of him

He peaks around the corner of the living roomat the front
door still sitting w de open.

Walter noves in the opposite direction through the dark
l[iving roomand into the nearby famly room checking each
corner carefully as he noves through the darkness.
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He freezes about hal fway through the famly room when he
hears a faint, scratchy song playing fromsonewhere else in
t he house.

TOY MJSI C BOX (O . S.)
Ri ng around a rosy, a pocket ful
of posies...

Susan rushes into Bridgette' s room and hunches by
Bridgette s bed side, shaking her frantically.

SUSAN
Bridgette. Bridgette, honey, | need
you to come with ne.

Bridgette | ays notionl ess as she responds.

BRI DGETTE
What ?

Walter enters the dining roomfromthe famly room the gun
and flashlight still drawn in front of him

Hi s hands are shaking slightly. The scratchy song conti nues
to play from sonmewhere in the house.

TOY MJUSI C BOX (O S.)
Ri ng around a rosy, a pocket ful
of posies. Ashes..
Susan now shakes Bridgette nore furiously than before.

SUSAN
| need you to get up right now.

Bridgette sits up in bed as she rubs her eyes.

BRI DGETTE
Mom it’s three in the norning!

Susan briefly covers Bridgette’ s nouth.

BRI DGETTE
What’ s goi ng on?
SUSAN
Soneone’s in the house. W need to

get Daniel.

Susan takes Bridgette by the hand and heads for the bedroom
door .

Walter exits the dining roomand enters the hallway near the
open front door.
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He pauses for a brief second before the scratchy song
continues to play.

TOY MJUSI C BOX (O S.)
Ri ng around a rosy, a pocket ful
of posies. Ashes, ashes, we all
fall down.

He steadily makes his way down the hallway toward the garage
door as the song continues to play.

TOY MJUSI C BOX (O . S.)
Ring around a rosy, a pocket...

Susan and Bridgette enter Daniel’s room
Susan rushes over to Daniel’s bed.

SUSAN
Dani el .

The bed is enpty.
Susan frantically glances around the room

SUSAN
Dani el ? Where' s Dani el ?

Wal ter reaches the garage door.

eaches

The scratchy song continues to play as he gradually r
1 keeping

for the door handle, his hand trenbling while sti
the gun drawn in his other hand.

TOY MJUSIC BOX (O S.)
...ashes, we all fall down.

Walter pulls the garage door open and stares into the
dar kness of the garage.

He remains notionl ess for several seconds with his gun
pointing into the darkness as the song continues to play,
the light fromhis flashlight circling the garage.

TOY MJUSI C BOX (O . S.)
Ring around a rosy, a pocket ful
of posies...

Susan and Bridgette stand in Daniel’s roomas Susan

anxi ously dials 911. She breathes heavily as she waits for
sonmeone to pick-up the phone. 911 DI SPATCH responds after a
few rings.
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911 DI SPATCH (O. S.)
911 di spatch. What is your
emer gency?

SUSAN
Hel | o! Soneone’s in our hone and ny
son i s m ssing!

911 DI SPATCH (O S.)
Ma’am | need you to cal mdown and
gi ve ne your nane and address.

SUSAN
My nanme is Susan Crowe and | |ive
at 1226 Springfield Drive in
G anite Falls.

VWal ter funbles with one hand for the light switch in the
garage whil e keeping the handgun drawn. He quickly turns the
[ight on and scans the roomfor any intruder.

He finds the cheap toy nusic box sitting on the garage fl oor
under his car, continuously playing the scratchy song.

Susan and Bridgette still stand in Daniel’s room Susan
remai ns on the phone with 911 di spatch.
SUSAN
Pl ease hurry! | don’t know where ny

son i sl

911 DI SPATCH (O S.)
Where are you currently at in the
honme, Susan?

SUSAN
" m standing in ny son’s bedroom
wi th nmy daughter, Bridgette!

VWalter slowy bends down and turns the toy nusic box off.

As soon as the scratchy song ceases to play, the lights in

the garage turn off and the garage door is slanms shut behind
Walter as he yells.

VWALTER
Hey!

Wal ter scranbles to the garage door and tw sts the door
handl e to di scover that he has been | ocked in the garage.

He bangs on the door several tines in frustration before
attenpting to turn the lights back on. The |ights do not
conme back on
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VWal ter desperately switches the light switch on and off with
Nno success.

He begi ns bangi ng on the door and yelling.

WALTER
Hey! Hey!

Susan and Bridgette stand in Daniel’s room where Susan
continues to speak with 911 di spatch.

SUSAN
" m | ocking the door right now
Bridgette, get in Danny’s cl oset
and cl ose the door!

BRI DGETTE
No! I'mstaying right here with
youl!

SUSAN

Get in the closet right now |
don’t have tine to argue!

Bridgette noves quickly across Daniel’s roomand clinbs into
t he dark cl oset.

She carefully cl oses the door behind her and stares into
Dani el s bedroom through the small slits in the closet door.

Susan renai ns on the phone, listening intently to the 911
di spat cher when she hears sonet hi ng wal ki ng down t he
hal | way.

She turns and freezes when she sees a dark shadow parked in
front of Daniel’s bedroom door partially blocking the |ight
radi ating fromthe hallway.

Susan drops to the floor, funbling with the portabl e phone
as she crawl s backwards toward the wall near the w ndow.

The 911 di spatcher can still be heard on the phone as Susan
stares at the dark figure that renmains notionless on the
ot her side of the bedroom door.

911 DI SPATCH (O S.)
Susan? Susan, are you there? Susan?

As Susan sits terrified with her back against the wall, her
hand runs across sone scratches in the wood fl oor of
Daniel’s room

She | ooks down to see that the scratches run fromthe w ndow
where she is sitting to the cl oset.
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She is frozen in terror as she barely whispers.

SUSAN
Bri dgette.

Bridgette sits puzzled in the dark cl oset as she stares at
her nother’s frozen expression through the slits.

She hears a faint WH NE behi nd her.

She slowy turns to face the back of the closet. Six eyes
can be seen staring at her as they catch the faint |ight
com ng through the slits of the closet door.

Bridgette barely has any tine to screamas the dark figure
| unges at her in the closet.

Susan unl eashes a bl oodcurdling scream as the cl oset door
shatters into a thousand splinters.

Susan covers her face to protect herself fromthe air of
debris and is struck by a heavy object that |ands on the
fl oor beside her.

Susan uncovers her face to find the broken body of Bridgette
l ying notionless next to her on the floor.

She begins to go into shock as a nonstrous dark figure
swftly noves across the roomfromthe closet. The creature
overtakes Susan lying on the floor.

Wal ter hears the commotion upstairs and unloads three
rounds of his handgun into the garage door near the door
handl e.

He shoul ders the door, breaking the handle with his force
and goes sprinting for the staircase.

As he reaches the staircase, Walter | ooks up to find Dani el
standing at the top of the stairs.

WALTER
Danny? Are you alright?

Si x eyes suddenly appear behind Daniel standing at the top
of the stairs.

Walter frantically raises his handgun toward the eyes.

WALTER
Danny, get out of the way!

Dani el does not nove as his father continues to point the
gun in his direction.
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Suddenly the creature noves around Daniel and quickly noves
toward Walter standing at the bottom of the staircase.

Wal ter manages to unload a couple rounds into the dark
figure before being struck and thrown across the living
room crashing into the nearby china cabinet.

Wal ter barely has enough tine to hit the ground before the
dark figure lands on top of him

A thousand sharp objects pierce his body and the sound of
several ribs breaking sinultaneously echo through the |iving
roomas Walter gasps for air.

As Walter attenpts to breathe, he | ooks over to see Dani el
standing in the center of the living room

VWal ter uses what is left of his strength to utter one fina
conmand.

WALTER
Danny. .. run.

Daniel slowy turns and quietly wal ks out of the living room
and through the broken garage door.

Several seconds pass before Daniel returns carrying the toy
musi ¢ box in his hands. Wthout |ooking at the nusic box, he
quietly turns the toy on.

TOY MUSI C BOX
Ring around a rosy, a pocket ful
of posies...

Walter | ooks up into the six eyes staring down at his broken
body.

He gasps for air one last tine before the dark figure
finishes breaking the majority of the bones in his chest.

Walter’s body |ays notionless on the living roomfloor as
t he scratchy song finishes playing.

TOY MJUSI C BOX
...ashes, ashes, we all fall down.

FADE TO BLACK.
SUPER: "THE FALL."
BLACK SCREEN

The voi ce of DETECTI VE RYAN CARSON, a 48-year-old police
veteran, can be heard.
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DETECTI VE CARSON (O. S.)
Janes? Janes?

Det ective Carson snaps his fingers as though he is
attenpting to get soneone’s attention

DETECTI VE CARSON (O. S.)
Janes?

FADE | N:

I NT. POLI CE STATION - DAY

Det ective Carson snaps his fingers. JAMES SORENSON, an
8-year-old boy, sits notionless near the end of a |long table
inadmMylit room

James clutches a worn book to his chest, his eyes fixed on
the table in front of him

Detective Carson sits in a chair next to the |long table.
SUPER " SEPTEMBER 27, 2011."
Janmes’ eyes do not nove fromthe table.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Janmes, |’ m Detective Carson. Wuld
you |like me to get you anythi ng?
Maybe sonme food? W have a vendi ng
machi ne down the hall

Janes continues to sit notionless, his eyes seenm ngly never
bl i nking or | eaving the dark surface of the table.

DETECTI VE CARSON
When was the last tine you ate
anyt hi ng, son?

James does not nove or respond.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Can | let you inon alittle
secret?

Detective Carson leans in a little closer to Janes and
speaks quietly.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Janet downstairs nmakes the best hot
chocol ate |1’ve ever had. If you
want, 1’11 head downstairs right
now and ask her to nmake you sone.
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Janes continues to sit notionl ess.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Janes, | know the | ast several days
have been...hard, but | need to
know everythi ng you renmenber about
what happened in the forest.

Janes does not nove.

Detective Carson sits notionless as well, his eyes fixed on
James for several seconds before he slides pictures of
different individuals across the table toward Janes.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Where is your sister, Ashley?

Janes continues to sit notionl ess.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Where is your sister’s boyfriend,
Adam Ducane?

James does not nove, his eyes still squarely fixed on the
table in front of him

DETECTI VE CARSON
James, please. | need to know what
happened to everyone.

EXT. SORENSON RESI DENCE DRI VEWAY - DAY
A Land Rover sits in front of a |large hone.
SUPER: "4 DAYS AGO. "

James sits quietly in the backseat of the Land Rover, lazily
staring through one of the side wi ndows as 27-year-old ADAM
DUCANE opens the driver-side door and slides into the seat.

Adam checks around to see if he retrieved everything he
needed for the trip. Adamthen turns to face Janes.

ADAM
Ji nmy, you have everything you
need?

James turns away fromthe wi ndow to face Adam

JANMES
Yeah.
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Adam nods briefly in approval and turns to | ook out the
driver-side window, his fingers anxiously tapping on the
steering wheel. Several seconds pass in silence.

ADAM
What’ s taking your sister so |ong?

JAMES
She’ s al ways | ate.

Adam | aughs to hinmself briefly as he turns to face Janes.
ADAM
| guess | better get used to that.
What is that you’'re hol di ng?

James gl ances down at the worn, black book sitting in his
| ap.

JAMES
My sket chbook.

ADAM
You like to draw?

JAMES
Yeah.

ADAM
What kinds of things do you like to
dr aw?

JAMES
| like drawing cars and things |ike
that. | also like drawi ng pictures
of my friends.

ADAM
May | see?

James hands the worn, black sketchbook to Adam

Adam spends a few seconds gl anci ng through Janes’ draw ngs
bef or e speaki ng.

ADAM
Ww, Jimy, you're really good. How
old are you?

JAMVES
8...but I'll be 9 next nonth.
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ADAM
9...that’s a huge mlestone. You're
a lot better than I am at draw ng
and |1’ m 27.

JANMES
You' re ol d.

Adam conti nues to | ook through Janes’ sketches.

ADAM
Thanks. What kind of car is that?

Janmes | eans his head between the two front seats to get a
better | ook at the draw ngs.

JAMES
It’s a futuristic car. | drewit
during math class |ast year.

ADAM
Mat h cl ass was al ways ki nd of
bori ng.

JAVES

| hate math. Ms. Anderson al ways
snells |ike noth balls and ol d

medi ci ne!
ADAM
(confused)
VWhat does ol d nedicine snell |ike?
JAMES

You don’t want to know.
Adam continues to | ook through the sketches.

ADAM
And who's this?

JAMES
My nom and dad...at the cabin by
t he | ake.

ADAM
And this?

JAMES
That's my friend Rory.
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ADAM
He's a friend at school ?
JAMES
No. | wusually hang out with him

after school

ADAM
Does he actually look like that? I
mean with the teeth and...

ASHLEY SORENSON, Janes’ 25-year-old sister, opens the
passenger-si de door and slides into the front seat of the
truck.

She is breathing heavily as she clicks her seat belt into
pl ace.

ADAM
There you are!
ASHLEY
| know, | know. | just didn't want

to forget anything.

ADAM
You al ways forget sonething.

ASHLEY
| know | hate it when | m ss
sonet hi ng i nportant.

ADAM
Jimmy, is your seat belt on?
JAMES
Yes.
ADAM
Alright, let’s get going. | can
only imagi ne what type of nbod Sam
i1l be

Wi be in when we show up | ate.

Adam turns the key and throws the truck into gear.

EXT. PARKI NG LOT NEAR THE FOREST - DAY

SAMANTHA TAYLOR and DANE EASTMAN sit quietly in the cab of
their truck. Samantha’s fingers tap obnoxiously on the
st eeri ng wheel .

Dane is slouching in his seat, his head gently resting
agai nst the back of his seat.
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SAVANTHA
VWhat tine is it?

Dane keeps his head notionless on the back of his seat as he
raises his armto his head to glance at his watch.

DANE
7:59.

SAVANTHA
They’ re going to be | ate.

Dane continues to rest his head on the back of his seat with
hi s eyes cl osed.

DANE

CGetting a little anxious?
SAMANTHA

Not as much as | am exhaust ed.
DANE

Late night?
SAMANTHA

Working on a project that’s due
ear|ly Monday nor ni ng.

Samant ha gl ances into the nearby forest.

SAVANTHA
Al t hough, nmy teamdidn’t seemto
find it inmportant to get the
proj ect done | ast night.

DANE
O they were just tired of getting
bossed ar ound.

SAMANTHA
|’ m not bossy! | just like to be in
char ge.

DANE

That nmakes a | ot of sense.
Several seconds pass in silence.

SAVANTHA
VWhat’'s the tinme?
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DANE
8: 01.

SAVANTHA
They're | ate.

Dane | aughs to hinself briefly.

DANE
| knew t hey woul d be.

SAMVANTHA
Then why’d we get here so early?

DANE
It’s fun watching you get anxi ous.

SAVANTHA
Jerk.

Dane | aughs silently as Samantha stews in her seat. They
both sit quietly for several seconds before Dane lets out a
huge yawn. Samantha gl ances over at him still disgusted by
the situation

SAMVANTHA
Wiy the heck are you yawni ng?

DANE
|’ m not nuch of a norning
person--plus | got dragged along to
sone stupid horror novie |late | ast
night with sone friends from work.

SAMANTHA
How was it?

Dane | eans up and rubs his eyes as he speaks.

DANE
Sane old story. Teenage girl gets a
creepy phone call--for sone reason

t hese peopl e never have caller

| D--she runs upstairs instead of
runni ng to the nei ghbors...sonebody
dies while taking a shower...the
boyfriend gets killed...the killer
turns out to be sonebody fromthe
girl’s past...the whole thing was
pretty predictable.

Samant ha shakes her head.
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SAVANTHA
| probably wouldn’'t like it. | hate
horror novi es.

DANE
| don’t think you d Iike it either.
Just once I'd like to see a horror
novie that’s...you
know. . . unpr edi ct abl e.

Samant ha gl ances in the rear view mrror and notices Adani s
truck approaching through the parking |ot.

SAMANTHA
Here they cone.

Samant ha and Dane exit their vehicle and begin to approach
Adam Ashl ey, and Janmes as they pull their backpacks and
equi pnent fromthe back of the truck

SAVANTHA
You guys are | ate!

DANE
Here we go agai n.

Adam continues to retrieve equi pment fromthe back of the
t ruck.

ADAM
(puzzl ed)
VWhat tinme is it?

Dane briefly glances at his watch as he hel ps Adamretrieve
equi pnent fromthe back of the truck

DANE
8:07...and 39 seconds.

Samant ha stares coldly at Dane as she awaits Adami s
response.

ADAM

W were neeting at 8:00, right?
SAVANTHA

Yes.
ADAM

So...what's the issue?
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SAMVANTHA
Forget it.

Samant ha shakes her head as she turns to head back to her
vehicle to retrieve her backpack and equi pnent.

As she begins to retrieve her equipnent, a third car
arrives.

CHRIS M LLER and TRAY MAXWELL exit the vehicle.

CHRI' S
Hey.

Adam and Dane acknow edge Chris and Tray as they check their
equi prent .

ADAM AND DANE
Hey.

ASHLEY
Hey, Chris.

CHRI S
Hey, guys, this is nmy friend Tray.
He’s the one who told ne about the
pl ace that we’ll be hiking to.

Adam shakes Tray’s hand as he speaks.

ADAM
It’s nice to finally neet you
Chris can’t stop tal ki ng about you.
He thinks you' re the perfect
roonmat e.

TRAY
Good to know.

Dane shakes Tray’s hand.

DANE
|’ve heard it's really easy to get
| ost on the different trails going
into the park fromthis direction,
is that true?

TRAY
|f you're not careful and
unfam liar with the territory, then
yeah you coul d get lost pretty
easi ly.
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DANE
Have you ever been up this trai
bef ore?

TRAY
Yes.

ASHLEY

How many ti nes?
Tray shrugs.

TRAY
A few tines over the | ast several
years.

Tray notices that Ashley is staring at himwi th a concerned
expression on her face. He laughs to hinself briefly.

TRAY
Don’t worry. There are severa
pl aces on the different trails
where there’ s al nost universal cel
phone reception. W’'ll|l be fine.

Chris rummages through a backpack on the ground.

CHRI S

Tray, have you seen ny canera | ens?
TRAY

Wi ch one?
CHRI S

The 300mm 2. 8.

Tray stares at Chris with a puzzled | ook on his face as
Chris changes his explanati on.

CHRI S
The big one that’s about this Iong.

TRAY
Check the back seat of the car.
think it’s sitting in there.
Ashl ey is al so rummagi ng t hrough her backpack near by.

ASHLEY
Cr ap!
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DANE
VWhat ?

ASHLEY
| forgot ny toothbrush!

Adam already wearing his backpack, is hel ping Janes secure
hi s backpack nearby. He shakes his head slightly.

ADAM
We're not going back for it.

ASHLEY
What am | supposed to do? W're
going to be up there for two days.

DANE
Use your finger.
ASHLEY
No, that’'s gross.
ADAM
It’s called canping.
ASHLEY
| don’t know how | let you talk nme

into this.
Dane noves cl ose to Adam

DANE
(whi speri ng)
She’ s never been canpi ng before,
has she?

ADAM
No.

Ashl ey continues to search frantically through her backpack
as Samantha, Chris, and Tray approach the group with their
equi pnent, ready to begin the hike.

Adam rocks on his heels for a few seconds before he speaks.

ADAM
Just don’t brush then. No one wil|l
care.

DANE AND JAMES
| care!

Ashley finally closes her backpack in frustration and
approaches the waiting group.
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As she approaches, BLAKE TANNER, a 61-year-old park ranger,
exits the trail onto the parking |ot.

He freezes for a brief second, a quizzical |ook stretched
across his face. Awy smle then pulls at the corner of his
nmout h after analyzing the group as he quietly wal ks toward

t hem

Hi s hand extends toward Tray.

BLAKE
How are you doing, Tray?

TRAY
It’s good to see you, Bl ake.

Bl ake then turns and addresses the rest of the group.

BLAKE
Tray here knows the forest on this
side of the park better than anyone
el se. You'll be in good hands.

ADAM
How has t he weat her been up here?

BLAKE
It was a bit cloudy earlier this
week, but it’s been sunny the |ast
coupl e days.

ASHLEY
Ever had anyone get |ost or
stranded on this side of the park?
Adam |l ets out a small sigh.

ADAM
Ash. ..

ASHLEY
What ? |’ m just asking.

Bl ake chuckl es.

BLAKE
As long as you ve got Tray with
you, you’'ll be just fine. Also,

there’s a ranger station just down
the road here about a half mle if
you need anyt hi ng.
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ASHLEY
Thanks.

CHRI S
Wul d you m nd taking a picture of
the group before we take off?

Bl ake hesitates for a brief second before he answers.

BLAKE
Certainly.

Samant ha, Tray, Dane, Chris, Adam Ashley, and Janes group
t oget her as Bl ake curiously exam nes the canera.

BLAKE
This is a little nore high tech
than nmy canera. Do | just press
this button right here?

CHRI S
The ot her button...the one right
next to it. There you go. The auto
focus should be turned on, so you
don’t need to worry about it.

BLAKE
Al right, everyone smle.

Chris retrieves his canera from Bl ake after the picture is
t aken.

CHRI S
Thanks.

BLAKE
Don't nention it.

Bl ake turns toward Tray.

BLAKE
It was good to see you again, Tray.

TRAY
You, too, Bl ake.

Bl ake notions toward the rest of the group as he clinbs into
his truck.

BLAKE
Take care of themwhile you re out
t here.
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TRAY
I will.

Bl ake smles as he turns the key, backs his truck fromthe
par ki ng space, and quickly drives away fromthe parking |ot.

The group watches as his truck rounds the corner and
di sappears through the trees.

SAVANTHA
Are we just going to canp here in
the parking lot or are we actually
going to the canpsite?

ADAM
Wiy? Are we supposed to be there by
8:247?

DANE
Good one.

Samant ha turns away fromthe group and begins to wal k toward
the trail. Chris and Tray foll ow behind, Chris checking his
canera as he wal ks.

Dane wal ks past Adamto foll ow Samant ha.

DANE
| guess she wasn’t anused.

Ashl ey wal ks swiftly toward the departing group. Janes
follows closely behind her as Adam briefly | ooks around the
parking lot to see if they forgot anything and then turns
toward the trail

| NT. POLI CE STATION - DAY

Detective Carson sits quietly with Janes in the observation
room There is a quiet knock on the door as 32-year-old
DETECTI VE NI CK JONES qui etly pokes his head into the room
and nakes eye contact wth Detective Carson.

Det ective Carson begins to stand fromhis chair.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Wul d you excuse ne for a second,
Janmes?

Detective Carson quietly joins Detective Jones in the
observation room and stands beside him both their eyes
fixed on Janes, still sitting notionless in his chair,
t hrough the observati on w ndow.
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DETECTI VE CARSON
Has anyone reached the boy’s
parent s?

DETECTI VE JONES
Tom just spoke with themon the
phone. They' re on their way.

DETECTI VE CARSON
What about each of the other
fam|lies?

DETECTI VE JONES
Tomis currently calling the other
parents as we speak. Forensics is
still at the park attenpting to
find any other evidence, but they
haven't found anything el se besi des
the shoe. Still no bodies. They’ ve
swept a half mle radius outside
the initial canpsite and still no
new i nformati on.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Those kids are still out in those
woods somewhere. Tell the teamto
increase the radius to two mles
and sweep the area again.

Jones turns to | eave.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Al so, contact Roland over in county
and do whatever you can to get a
chopper up there as well. Wat
about that child psychol ogi st they
were going to send down. Dr.
Mangunt?

DETECTI VE JONES
Dr. Mangumis currently out of
town, so they’'re sending down Dr.
Grey. She’'ll be here within the
hour .

DETECTI VE CARSON
|"mgoing to wait with the kid
until she arrives.

DETECTI VE JONES
|’mneeting with the park ranger
who filed the m ssing persons
report in a few mnutes.
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DETECTI VE CARSON
Pl ease let me know if you di scover
anyt hi ng interesting.

DETECTI VE JONES
You got it.

Detective Jones quickly exits the roomas Detective Carson
slowy steps back into the waiting roomwhere Janes sits
noti onl ess and cl oses the door.

EXT. CAMPSI TE - DAY

Tray, Dane, Samantha, Chris, Ashley, Janes, and Adam exit
the forest into a small clearing that is partially shaded by
t he surroundi ng trees.

Dane retrieves his water bottle from his backpack before
dropping to the ground. He then drinks fromthe water bottle
bef ore speaki ng.

DANE
That’ s a good wor kout getting up
her e.

Tray | ooks around the clearing.

TRAY
Five mles.

SAVANTHA
How | ong did that take us?

Dane wi pes sweat fromthe face of his watch before he is
able to see the tine.

DANE
Alittle over five hours. It
probably woul dn’t have taken as
long if Chris hadn’t stopped every
10 seconds to take a picture of a
| eaf .

Chris gives Dane a sharp | ook as he carefully drops his
backpack to the ground.

CHRI S
You'll thank ne | ater

DANE
You' re right, because | frequently
need pictures of 50 different
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DANE _
| eaves at ny staff neeting on a
weekl y basi s.

Adam who was at the rear of the |ine, drops his backpack
next to Dane as he drinks froma water bottle.

ADAM
| know | do.

Col or rushes to Chris’' face.

CHRI S
| wasn’t stopping every 10 seconds.
And besides, it was Ji my who kept
stoppi ng to take breaks.

Ashl ey, who was ignoring the bantering altogether, gives
Chris a cold | ook.

ASHLEY
That’ s great, blanme ny younger
brot her. Bl ame an 8-year-ol d.

Chris’ eyes quickly drop to the ground.

CHRI S
(enbarrassed)
| didn’t nmean to...it’s just that
he was the one taking breaks and..

Wth a smle on his face, Dane places a hand softly on
Chris’ shoul der.

DANE
(whi speri ng)
Maybe just stick to taking
pi ctures.

Dane briefly gives Chris a pat on the stomach before he
turns to wal k over toward Samantha, who is now setting up
one of the tents nearby.

CHRI S
Thanks. Thanks for the support.

Samant ha, who has not been paying attention at all to the
conversation, now sits up from assenbling one of the tents
and brushes her hair out of her face.

SAVANTHA
Chris, would you and Tray set-up
t he other tent?
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CHRI S
Not now, | won’'t.

DANE
Ch, ¢’ non dude, we were just
j oki ng.

CHRI S

[’I1 be back |ater.

Chris begins to retrieve additional canera equi pnent from
hi s backpack as Samant ha stops working on constructing her
own tent.

SAVANTHA
Chris, c¢’non...grow up, get over
it, and help us out!

Chris does not turn his head to | ook at anyone as he wal ks
into the forest; pieces of various canera equipnment in his
hands.

CHRI S
Way don't you tell themto grow up?

Adam continues to drink fromhis water bottle as Chris wal ks
into the forest. He turns to | ook at Dane.

ADAM
|’ man adult.

DANE
Stuck with a 12-year-old boy’s
body.

ADAM

Shut-up. At least | don’t look Iike
Tom Arnol d...on a bad day.

DANE
No, you actually |look |ike Meryl
Streep...when she was 10.

Ashl ey desperately searches through her backpack as Adam and
Dane continue to converse. She shakes her head.

ASHLEY
(frustrated)
Di d anyone happen to bring an extra
t oot hbrush?

Tray wal ks over to where Samant ha continues to construct her
own tent and drops his backpack from his shoul ders.
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TRAY
What do you want nme to do?

Samant ha | ooks around the clearing.

SAMANTHA
(confused)
Did Chris actually | eave?

TRAY
Yeah, he’s gone.

Samantha lets out a brief sigh as she shakes her head.

She then | ooks at Janmes sitting about 15 feet away from her.
Janes has already retrieved his sketchbook from his backpack
and is quietly draw ng.

SAMANTHA
Ji nmy.

James | ooks up from his sketchbook.

SAMANTHA
Wul d you pl ease help Tray set-up
the other tent?

JAMES
kay.

As Janes places his sketchbook back into his backpack,
Samant ha | ooks at Ashley who is carefully shuffling through
her backpack; still looking for the presence of a possible
t oot hbrush

SAVANTHA
Ash, woul d you please help ne with
this tent? Dane and Adam you guys
get the fire going?

Adam and Dane, who have continued to banter concerning each
ot hers’ physical appearance, now begin wal ki ng passed
Samant ha | aughi ng at each other as they walk into the
forest.

ADAM
Fire by 2:28!

SAVANTHA
VWhat was t hat ?!
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ADAM
Not hi ng.

DANE
Repri manded by 2: 30!

SAVANTHA
| heard that!

ADAM

The woman has bi oni ¢ hearing.

Dane, | aughing to hinself, begins to speak in his best
Qoi - WAn Kenobi voi ce.

DANE
She’ s nore machi ne now t han man

ADAM
Twi sted and evil.

SAMANTHA
Just get the fire going.

| NT. POLI CE STATION - DAY

Bl ake sits quietly in a waiting roomfor several seconds
before Detective Jones enters the room
DETECTI VE JONES
M. Tanner?

BLAKE
Yes.

Det ecti ve Jones cl oses the door behind himbefore he crosses
the roomand sits in a chair across the table from Bl ake.

Detective Jones retrieves a notepad and pen from his jacket
pocket as he | ooks at Bl ake.

DETECTI VE JONES
| " m Detective Nick Jones. Is it
alright if I call you Bl ake?

BLAKE
O course...and anything | can do
to help with your investigation,
pl ease | et ne know.

DETECTI VE JONES
Thank you.
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Det ective Jones carefully inspects sone previous notes from
hi s not epad.

DETECTI VE JONES
Now, | understand you were present
at the parking ot on the norning
when the group left, is that
correct?

BLAKE
Yes. | had just finished ny rounds
on ny designated trails when
returned to the parking |ot.

Detective Jones wites notes in his notepad as they
conver se.

DETECTI VE JONES
And that was at what tine?

Bl ake stares at the table for a brief second.

BLAKE
Oh, it nmust have been around...8:30
t hat nor ni ng.

DETECTI VE JONES
How many were in the group?

BLAKE
Si X.

DETECTI VE JONES
And did they say where they were
goi ng?

BLAKE
No. We only spoke briefly before
they left. N ce group of Kkids,
t hough.

DETECTI VE JONES
Did you notice anything unusual
about the group?

Several seconds pass as Bl ake ponders the question.

BLAKE
No, not that | can recall

DETECTI VE JONES
And, if |’ m understandi ng
correctly, you filed the report on
Monday norning around 11: 00 AM?
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Yes.

DETECTI VE JONES
Wiy did you wait until Monday
norning to call the police?

BLAKE
| was off Sunday, so when |
returned Monday norning it was
unusual that their cars were stil
there. Most visitors that hike that
side of the park are usually gone
by Monday. .. because of work or what
not. That’s when | called it in.

DETECTI VE JONES
How | ong have you been working for
t he park, Bl ake?

BLAKE
Oh, 1'd say it’s been...about...20
years.

DETECTI VE JONES
That’'s a long tine to working for
t he park service.

BLAKE
(j okingly)
What can | say? |I’m connected to
the forest.

DETECTI VE JONES
Wel |, thank you for your tine,
Bl ake.

BLAKE
Anytime. Please let nme know if
there’s anything else | can do to
hel p.

37.

Det ective Jones returns his notepad and pen to his jacket

pocket .

As Bl ake stands fromthe table, a snmall grinace crosses his

DETECTI VE JONES
|’msure we'll be in touch.

face as he slightly grabs his thigh.
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DETECTI VE JONES
Everything alright?

Bl ake begins to make his way to the door.

BLAKE
Yeah, it’s just |ike you said.

Bl ake turns to face Detective Jones as he reaches the exit.
A small smle stretches across Bl ake’s face.

BLAKE
20 years is a long tine to be
wor ki ng for the park service.

EXT. CAMPSI TE - N GHT

Adam Ashl ey, Janes, Dane, Chris, Samantha, and Tray sit
lazily around a canpfire laughing with each ot her.

Dane is in the mddle sharing a story with the rest of the
group as the scene opens.

DANE
...S0 |'ve got this wet toilet
paper m xed with fake bl ood
covering ny entire face and |’ m
chasi ng Adam cl ear across canpus
fromthe testing center and he’s
running as fast as he possibly can
trying to get out of there...|l nean
he’ s al ready dropped his backpack
so it wouldn’t slow himdown and
he’s just running for dear life...

Everyone | aughs around the circle, including Adam whose face
is noticeably bright red in the light of the fire.

ADAM
| can’t believe you did that. 1'd
just finished the worst biol ogy
test of ny life.

SAVANTHA
So what happened?

DANE
So he’s running as fast as he can
across canpus and finally he sees
some canpus police dude just
strolling through one of the
bui | dings close to one of the
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DANE
entrances...so Adamruns up to the

door and starts banging on the door
as if his life depended on it...

ADAM
It did at the tine!

DANE
So | duck through sone of the
near by bushes and start
high-tailing it back to the
apartnent before the cop notices
|’mthere and...what did you say to
him anyway?

Adam stares at the blazing fire in front of himfor a brief
second.

ADAM
| can’t renmenber exactly...but | do
remenber he wanted to take nme down
to the police station and have ne
take a drug test.

DANE
So | run clear back to the
apartnent...Chris is sitting in the
front room playing X-Box as | cone
bursting through the front
door... he turns and takes one | ook
at nme and lets out the | oudest
12-year-old girl scream|’ve ever
heard in ny life..

Everyone | aughs except for Chris as his face turns a deep
shade of red.

CHRI S
Oh, | didn't screamlike a girl
when you cane through the door.
DANE
...and I'mlike, "Chris, it’s ne,
Dane."” | swear | had to say it like

five times before you cal mned down
enough to understand what | was
sayi ng.

CHRI S
VWhat ever .
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Anyway, so | go and hop in Adam s
closet and | wait there for himto
cone hone. | swear it was a good 30
m nut es before you got hone.

ADAM
After the cop decided that | wasn’'t
worth taking down to the station, |
had to go back and get ny backpack
So I'’mscared to death as |'m
wal ki ng across canpus. . .| ooki ng
over ny shoul der every 10
seconds...so | finally get hone and
| m exhausted, so | go to put ny
jacket in my closet...

DANE
Your face was pricel ess.

ADAM
...and here cones Dane barreling
out of the closet on top of ne...so
| start throwi ng punches as fast as
| can, because | think I'’m about to
di e!

DANE
| was trying to get off of you as
fast as | could, but you got ne a
coupl e tinmes across the chin.

ADAM
You scared the crap out of ne that
night! And what was it you were
yel l i ng when you were chasing ne
across canpus?

Dane | aughs for a brief second before he speaks in the
deepest voi ce he can.

DANE
| m gonna gut you!

Everyone around the fire starts |aughi ng agai n.

ADAM
You just kept saying that over and
over again.

DANE
You know, | think that’'s the
fastest |’ve ever seen you run.
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ADAM
Tell themthe one about when Chris
was com ng back from Chri st mas
vacation and you were supposed to
meet himat the airport.

CHRI S
Pl ease don't.

SAMANTHA
No, tell themthe one when those
two guys came into our canp outside
of Graves Creek and we were all ..

Ashl ey quickly cuts off Samant ha.
ASHLEY
Is this a story Jinmmy should be
heari ng?

Dane chuckles to hinself briefly.

DANE
Is this a story Ash shoul d be
heari ng?

ASHLEY
Watch it!

Adam casual Iy | ooks over at Tray who quietly sips froma
cup.

ADAM
Tray, you have any good prank
stories?

Tray carefully analyzes the inside of his enpty cup

TRAY
No, not really.

JAMES
Any scary stories?

ASHLEY
Janes!

A small smle stretches across Tray’'s face as he | ooks at
Janes.

TRAY
Just one.
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| NT. POLI CE STATION - DAY

Det ecti ve Carson speaks on his cell phone outside the
observation room where Janmes continues to sit notionless.
Detective Carson is visibly frustrated by the conversation

DETECTI VE CARSON
| don’t care what he says! | need a
hel i copter up there today!

Detective Carson stares at Janes as an anbi guous voi ce can
be heard through the phone.

DETECTI VE CARSON
| don’t care if he has the day off!
Just get ne that chopper!

Detective Carson pulls his phone away from his ear and
gl ances at the phone. He then returns the phone to his ear.

DETECTI VE CARSON
| have another call comng in. 1'1]
call you back in 15 m nutes and at
that point you better tell ne that
a helicopter is on the way!

Detective Carson quickly pulls the phone away from his ear,
switches the call, and returns his cell phone back to his
ear.

DETECTI VE CARSON
This is Carson

| NT. POLI CE STATION - DAY

Detective Carson enters the dimy lit office of the records
departnment. TOM LEW S, an ol der, overwei ght gentl enan,
carefully reviews records on his conputer, a distinct crease
runni ng across his forehead.

DETECTI VE CARSON
What’ ve you got ?

Tom | eans back away from his conputer, his chair creaking as
he turns to face Detective Carson.

TOM
It doesn’t make any sense.

DETECTI VE CARSON
(confused)
What doesn’t?
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TOM
A group of six adults goes m ssing
in a national park? Not likely. |
mean one or two people getting | ost
up there is pretty conmmon, but the
odds of a group that size getting
|l ost and we aren’t able to find any
of thenf Sonmething’s not right.

Det ective Carson | eans agai nst a nearby filing cabinet.

DETECTI VE CARSON
" m i stening.

Tom groans as he stand up fromhis chair and wal ks over to a
nearby refrigerator, retrieving a can of pop.

TOM
Sonet hi ng about the whol e situation
kept bothering ne, so | ran a
cross-check in the database for any
cases in recent history with
simlar circunstances.

Tomreturns fromthe refrigerator and sits down in the
creaky chair.

TOM ( CONT’ D)
| found several cases that occurred
over the last 20 years that
reported | arge groups going m ssing
around the sane park. Look at this
one.

Detective Carson leans in to scrutinize a record displayed
on Tomi s conputer.

DETECTI VE CARSON
(readi ng)
Fi ve hi kers went m ssing near
Leavenworth...no bodi es were
found...police called off the
search after 14 days.

TOM
And t his one.

Tom taps a button on the conputer. A new docunent is
di spl ayed on the screen.

DETECTI VE CARSON
(readi ng)
Martin famly of six |ost near
Wenat chee National Forest. Police
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DETECTI VE CARSON
were unable to |locate the famly
after a 10 day search

Tom pushes away from his desk; his chair creaking |loudly as
he begins to stand and wal k toward a nearby table.

TOM
The |ist goes on and on...one
si zabl e group di sappearing once a
year...so | got curious and began
charting the dates and | ocations of
each case.

Tomclears a spot on the table and begins to unroll a large
pi ece of paper as Detective Carson wal ks over and stands on
t he ot her side.

DETECTI VE CARSON
What did you find?

Tom finishes unrolling the |large piece of paper, which is a
denogr aphic map of M. Baker-Snoqual m e National Forest in
Washi ngton. He has drawn several red markers indicating
where the individuals went m ssing and the date the events
occurred; all during the sane two nonths of the year

The markers forma circle spanning nearly 60 mles of forest
bordering multiple towns in central Washi ngton.

TOM
A distinct pattern to the
di sappear ances. .. conbined with the
fact that they always occur during
Sept enber and Cctober. ..

DETECTI VE CARSON
Wiy didn’t we notice this pattern
bef or e?

Tom scrutinizes the map briefly.

TOM
Well look at the different
| ocations of the di sappearances:
di fferent police jurisdictions.

Both Tom and Detective Carson stare at the map in silence.

TOM
It | ooks like the di sappearances
didn’t occur nore than twice in any
one police jurisdiction during that
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TOM
20 years. Wiy woul d we suspect
anyt hi ng?

Detective Carson stares at the map in silence for severa
seconds.

TOM
| don’t know what happened to those
ki ds, detective, but I'mwlling to

bet that they didn't go m ssing
because they didn’t have a conpass.

One of the red markers has "CAMPSI TE" witten beside it.

EXT. CAMPSI TE - N GHT

The canp is quiet as a snmall fire continues to snolder in
the mddle of the small group of tents. Ashley, Janes, and
Samant ha share one tent while Chris and Tray share anot her.
Adam and Dane share another tent closest to the forest.

The surroundi ng forest remains quiet as Dane sleepily
stunbl es out of his tent and into the nearby woods.

He wal ks about 20 yards and stops to relieve hinself.

As he is relieving hinself, he hears something noving in the
forest nearby. He shrugs off the noise as he quietly
finishes relieving hinself and turns to head back to canp.

After a few steps, he hears an unusual sound in the forest
nearby, simlar to a VWH NE

He stops and squints his eyes, desperately trying to see
into the darkened forest before him Dane hears the unusua
sound again as he is about to head back to canp.

DANE
Hel | 0?

The unusual sound occurs again, but this tinme nuch cl oser
t han before.

DANE
Look, Adam you're not going to
scare ne out here, dude.

The unusual sound occurs again, even closer than before.
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DANE
| " m goi ng back to bed, dude. You
can spend your night running around
in the forest if you want.

The unusual sound occurs again, but is nowwthin 10 feet
from Dane. Dane strains his eyes desperately trying to see
into the darkness, but with no success.

Dane sprints back toward the small canpfire.

As he takes off running, he only nakes it about 15 feet
before he runs into a tree stunp nounted in the ground.

Dane stunbles into the hard dirt and clutches his ankles
where he primarily collided with the tree stunp and struck
somet hi ng sharp. He can feel warm bl ood barely trickling
fromthe mnor |acerations across his ankl es.

DANE
Son of a...

Before Dane is able to finish his sentence, the tree stunp,
barely silhouetted in the soft light of the noon, rises into
the mdnight air right in front of Dane.

Dane stares at the nonstrous shape in front of himfor a
hal f second before he lets out an audible scream H s scream
only lasts for a fraction of a second as the dark figure
noves in on top of him

Adam i s awakened abruptly by Dane’s brief scream and
groggily sits up in his tent, |ooking at Dane’ s sl eeping bag
as his eyes adjust to the darkness.

He funbles for a nearby flashlight and runs the |ight across
Dane’ s enpty sl eepi ng bag.

Adam t hen pokes his head through the small door of the tent
and runs the beamfromthe flashlight around the entire

canp.
ADAM
(whi speri ng)
Dane?
Adam hears nothing as he waits for Dane’s reply.

ADAM
Dane!

Adam conti nues to hear nothing fromthe surroundi ng forest
as he waits for Dane’s reply.
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He then goes back into his tent and retrieves a 10-inch
hunting knife from his backpack.

He then quickly wal ks over to the nearby tent where Chris
and Tray are sl eeping.

ADAM
Chris. Tray.

Nei ther Chris nor Tray nove.

ADAM
Chris! Tray!

Adam nudges both of them
Both begin to stir as Tray peaks out of his sleeping bag.
TRAY
(confused)
Yeah?

ADAM
| can’t find Dane.

Chris now sits up in his sleeping bag, rubbing his eyes.

CHRI' S
What’ s goi ng on?

ADAM
| can’t find Dane.

Tray pulls his legs fromhis sleeping bag and pl aces his
shoes on his feet.

TRAY
What do you nean you can’t find
Dane?

ADAM

| thought | heard a...scream not
too I ong ago com ng fromthe woods.
When | got up, Dane was gone.

TRAY
He's probably just going to the
bat hr oom

ADAM
He’ s been gone for a while.
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CHRI S
What do you want us to do?

Adam sits in the darkened door of the tent with an annoyed
expression on his face. After a few seconds, he shines the
flashlight directly into Chris’ face.

CHRI S
OCh, ¢’ non...what are you doi ng?

Adam continues to shine the light in Chris’ face.

ADAM
Put your shoes on. W’ re going to
| ook for him

Adam Chris, and Tray stunble through the forest, their
flashlights circling in every direction.

ADAM
Dane!

CHRI S
This isn’t funny, dude!

Adam st ops wal king as he gl ances around the forest, his
flashlight |ooking in different directions.

ADAM
| thought | heard the scream cone
fromthis direction.

TRAY
Where woul d he go?

ADAM
| don’t know. I don’t think he
woul d have gone too far from
canp...but if he was injured, why
woul d he nove further away from

canp?

TRAY
O why is he still not scream ng?

Adam Tray, and Chris sit in silence for a brief second,
their eyes resting on the ground in front of them as they
think to thensel ves.

CHRI S
Look guys...have either of you
consi dered the fact that Dane m ght
be just playing sone practical joke
on us?
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ADAM
This feels different.

CHRI S
How is this any different from any
ot her prank he’s ever played on any
of us?

Adam acts as though he is about to speak, but then shakes
his head and continues to shine his flashlight around the
forest. Neither of them speak for several seconds.

Tray gl ances at his watch.

TRAY
Well, I don't know how much we can
do really at 2:23 in the norning.

ADAM
We shoul d probably head back to
canp. If Dane still isn’'t back in
four hours when the sun cones up
we’' |l head out again and | ook for
hi m

TRAY
Al right.

Chris begins speaking as they all turn to head back to the
canpsite.

CHRI S
I’mtelling you guys, he’s just
pl aying a practical joke on us.

ADAM
This isn't |i ke Dane.

CHRI S
What do you nean this isn’t |ike
Dane? This is just |ike something
he woul d do! He’s probably just
sitting off in the forest right now
| aughi ng his head off as we wal k
circles around the canp!

ADAM
Gve it arest, Chris.

CHRI S
" mnot going to give it a rest!
You woke us up at 2:00 in the
freaking norning, so that we
could. ..
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As Chris is tal king, Adam stunbles into the hard grass of
the forest.

He remains notionless as he sits on one knee in the grass,
his flashlight fixated on one spot in the grass.

TRAY
Hey, you alright?

Adam does not answer as he remains notionless, staring at
one spot in the grass.

Tray and Chris nove to Adanis side as Tray asks again.

TRAY
Hey, are you alright?

Chris and Tray | ook at the spot illum nated by Adanis
flashlight. About three feet in front of them the grass has
been snashed into the soft dirt and is covered in bl ood.

One of Dane’s shoes |lays on the outskirt of the crinson
col ored pool .

Adami s flashlight follows a small stream of bl ood that |eads
fromthe spot to a nearby tree about five feet behind Adam
Tray, and Chris.

Al'l three shine their flashlights into the tall tree above
them but see no signs of Dane.

ADAM
Let’s get back to canmp and get out
of here.

Adam Tray, and Chris take off running back to canp, Tray
carrying Dane’ s shoe in one hand.

EXT. CAMPSI TE - DAY

Det ecti ve Jones wanders through the sane area where we | ast
saw Adam Tray, and Chris standing, only several days |ater.
Several police officers exam ne the area.

He slowy wal ks toward a section of grass that has been
smashed into the ground, his gaze carefully analyzing the
surroundi ng area.

PCLI CE OFFI CER #1, kneeling carefully near the questionable
area, collects several sanples.
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DETECTI VE JONES
This is where you found the shoe?

Police Oficer #1 carefully finishes placing the |ast sanple
in his case and renoves the latex gloves fromhis hands as
he st ands.

POLI CE OFFI CER #1
The shoe was actually found near
the canpfire, but you can see where
there was a struggle here in the
grass. The one set of footprints
was the only set we found.

DETECTI VE JONES
How |l ong until the lab finishes
t heir toxicology report?

PCLI CE OFFI CER #1
Probabl y anot her hour or so.

Police O ficer #1 does not | ook at Detective Jones as he
wal ks hi m around t he area.

POLI CE OFFI CER #1
The body was apparently dragged
over to this area and then hoisted
up the tree for sonme reason

Detective Jones stares up at the tree silently for severa
seconds.

DETECTI VE JONES
The shoe was obviously for a nale,
so how big do you think this guy
was?

POLI CE OFFI CER #1
Until we know for sure which male
it belonged to, |I'd guess anywhere
from 180 to 200 pounds.

DETECTI VE JONES
Who coul d have pulled himup this
tree? It would be hard enough to
clinmb this tree on your own, |et
al one carrying an extra 200 pounds.

Suddenly, the radio attached to Detective Jones’ belt
screeches as the crackly voice of POLICE OFFI CER #2 can be
hear d.
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POLI CE OFFI CER #2
Ni ck? Nick you there?

Det ective Jones retrieves the snall radio fromhis belt and
speaks into the radio as he continues to stare up into the
tree.

DETECTI VE JONES
|’ m here.

POLI CE OFFI CER #2
You'll want to take a | ook at this.

DETECTI VE JONES
Where are you?

POLI CE OFFI CER #2
About a mile east of the canp.

DETECTI VE JONES
"1l be right there.

Detective Jones returns the snmall radio to his belt and
continues to stare up into the tree for a few seconds before
| eavi ng the canpsite.

EXT. CAWPSI TE - NI GHT
Adam Tray, and Chris return to canp.

Adam i mredi ately opens the small door of the tent where
Samant ha, Ashl ey, and Janes are sl eeping. He nudges all of
t hem as he speaks.

ADAM
Al of you get up.

Samant ha and Ashley begin to stir.

Adam continues to nudge all of themuntil Samantha sits up
in her sleeping bag, a frustrated | ook on her face.

SAMANTHA
(col dly)
What coul d you POSSIBLY want in the
m ddl e of the night!?

ADAM
Somet hi ng’ s happened to Dane.

Ashl ey now sits up in her sleeping bag.
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ASHLEY
(concer ned)
Is he alright?

ADAM
We don’t know.

Samant ha now starts to clinb out of her sleeping bag and
pl ace her shoes on her feet.

SAVANTHA
What do you nean you don’t know ?

ADAM
W can’t find him

Ashl ey is now putting her shoes on as well.

ASHLEY
What about Chris and Tray?

ADAM
They’' re both out here already... but
you all need to get up, so we can
figure out what to do.

Bot h Adam and Samantha exit the tent as Ashley gently shakes
James out of his deep sl eep.

ASHLEY
Janes, you need to wake up.

Adam Tray, and Chris all stand around the barely visible
canpfire, Samantha rubbi ng her eyes as she attenpts to
wake- up.

She then notices the shoe in Dane’s hand.

SAVANTHA

Is that...Dane’'s shoe?
ADAM

Yes.
SAMANTHA

Where did you find it?
Tray points outside the canp.

TRAY
About ... 15 yards outside of canp.
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SAVANTHA
VWhat is that all over his shoe?

No one says anything as Samant ha takes the bl ood covered
shoe from Tray and examnes it for a brief second.

Samant ha’ s eyes wi den as she quickly drops the shoe into the
soft dirt in front of her.

She then | ooks around the group as Ashl ey and Janes join
next to the snmall canpfire.

ASHLEY
What are we going to do?

ADAM
W need to go.

ASHLEY
And | eave Dane wandering around in
t he woods?

TRAY
We don’t even know if he's stil
alive.

ASHLEY

What do you nean?

A speechl ess Samantha quietly points down at the bl ood
covered shoe at her feet.

Ashl ey stares at the shoe for a brief second before her eyes
wi den.

ASHLEY
s that...

CHRI S
... bl ood.

The group remains notionless for several seconds before Adam
begi ns to speak.

ADAM
W’ re | eavi ng.

Samant ha shakes her head in di sapproval as she raises her
hand to prevent Adam from | eaving the group.

SAVANTHA
Hold on, this is just another one
of Dane’s practical jokes. He's
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. ~ SAVANTHA .
just hiding out there right now

| aughi ng at us.

CHRI S
That' s what | said about 20 m nutes
ago, but. ..
ADAM
s, I"lIl kill himlater...but

I f he i

l’mleaving. If you want to wait
here to see if he comes strolling
out of the woods, you' re nore than
wel cone to.

SAMANTHA
You’ re overreacting.

ADAM
And you’ re under reacting!

As Samant ha and Adam begin to argue, Ashley returns to her
tent and begi ns placi ng her bel ongi ngs outside the tent.

ADAM
What are you doi ng, Ash?!
ASHLEY
Gathering up ny stuff.
ADAM
Leave your stuff!
ASHLEY
|"mnot leaving it in the mddle of
t he woods!

They hear an unusual sound as sonet hing noves through the
forest nearby.

Al'l of the group nmenbers turn and shine all flashlights in
the area where the sound ori gi nat ed.

Al'l they can see is a dense forest with sone occasi onal dead
trees here and there.

ADAM
Dane! ?

CHRI' S
If this is a joke, stop foolin’
around, dude!
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They hear the unusual sound again, but this time on the
opposite side of canp.

They all turn to shine their flashlights in the new area
where the sound ori gi nat ed.

Al'l they can see is dense forest with occasional dead trees
scattered throughout the woods.

Adam carefully retrieves his hunting knife fromhis side and
hol ds the bl ade close to him

ADAM
What ot her weapons do we have?

SAVANTHA
|’mtelling you, it’s just Dane out
there scremng with us!

TRAY
| have a pocket knife, but it
woul dn’t be nuch in a fight.

Ashl ey pulls Janes close to her side as she | ooks around the
canp for anything that could possibly be nodified into a
weapon.

ASHLEY
There’s a small hatchet next to the
stack of firewood over there.

ADAM
Chris, you have anyt hi ng?

CHRI S
Just a basic pocket knife.

Samant ha sighs and returns to her tent. After a few seconds,
she steps out of her tent carrying a dock 23, |oading the
pi stol as she returns to the group.

She continues to load bullets into the magazi ne as the rest
of the group stares at her. Everyone is speechless as she
finishes | oading the pistol and slides the nagazi ne back.

Samant ha then | ooks up at the rest of the group and is
shocked to find everyone staring at her w th gapi ng nouths.

SAVANTHA
What ?

Adam shakes his head in disbelief.
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They hear the unusual sound again comng froma different
side of canp. The entire group turns to face the direction
from which the sound enanat ed.

TRAY
How many rounds do you have for
t hat thing?
SAVANTHA
14. | have anot her magazi ne of 13
in nmy pocket.
TRAY
Let’s hope we don’t need all of

t hem

The unusual sound continues to enmanate fromthe forest
around the small canp.

SAVANTHA
Dane this is your |ast chance!

They hear the unusual sound again. Wthout warning, Samantha
fires a shot into the forest toward the sound.

ADAM
VWhat the hell was that!?

SAMANTHA
Just giving them a warni ng.

CHRI S
You coul d have at | east warned us
before you shot a gun two feet away
from us!

As the entire group continues to stare into the forest,
Ashl ey grabs the back of Adanmis arm

ASHLEY
| just want to | eave.

ADAM
W can’t go anywhere now, Ash.

ASHLEY
What do you nean? You wanted to
| eave a few m nutes ago!

TRAY
He’s right. W can’t | eave now.
Whoever they are, they have the
entire canp surrounded.
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ASHLEY
So what are we going to do!?

Adam begi ns scanning the canp for any ideas.

CHRI' S
Wel |, they obviously don't have
firearms, so that’'s a plus.

SAVANTHA
What nekes you say that?

CHRI S
| f they wanted us dead, woul dn’t
t hey have opened fire on us
already? | nean, we’'re the ones
standi ng next to a canpfire.

Adam turns quickly immediately after Chris nentions the word
"canpfire"” and nmarches to the nediumsized pile of wood
sitting a few feet fromthe snoldering fire.

Adam speaks as he begins to gather several branches and
br oken pi eces of wood.

ADAM
Ash...Jimy...give me a hand with
t hi s!

Ashl ey and Janes rush to Adami s side

ASHLEY
What do you want us to do!?

Adam conti nues to gather firewood.

ADAM
How | ong do we have before sunrise?

Tray gl ances down at his watch for a brief second.

TRAY
|"d say about three hours.

ADAM
W just have to last until sunrise;
then we stand nore of a chance when
we hi ke back during the day.

CHRI S
What’ s your plan?
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The unusual sound continues to originate from sonmewhere in
t he nearby forest as Adam begins nmaking small piles of
firewood in a 20 foot radius around the canpfire.

ADAM
| mnot a survivalist, but we need
to light this place up if we're
going to nmake it until sunrise. If
it’s a bunch of guys out
there...and if they really don’'t
have any firearns...then they’l
have to conme in close to get any of

us.
TRAY
And the fires..
ADAM
...wll help us see them com ng.

Adam noves net hodi cally around the canp, building smal
canpfires about three feet fromeach other.

ADAM
If it’s sone kind of animal, then
the fire should hopefully keep it
away fromus. .. hopefully.

Samant ha continues to circle with her pistol, the unusua
sound novi ng qui ckly around the forest and seem ngly noving
cl oser than before.

SAMANTHA
What ever you’'re going to do, nake
it fast!

Adam Ashl ey, and Janes finish constructing small canpfires
around t he canp.

Adam | ooks around the canp in desperation, analyzing each
smal | canpfire before | ooking at Ashl ey.

ADAM
Ash, grab the lighter fluid from
the front of ny tent!

Ashl ey quickly runs to Adamis tent and retrieves the small
can of lighter fluid.

Adam t hen grabs the can from her and quickly sprays |ighter
fluid on each snmall canpfire.
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He then retrieves his lighter fromhis pocket and carefully
lights each canpfire, the small flames gently rising into
the air.

As each fire continues to grow |larger with each passing
m nute, the unusual sound and novenent of the forest
progressively beconme nore faint.

Adam | ooks around the group, still breathing heavily.

ADAM
You think that worked!?

TRAY
| guess we have about three hours
to find out.

The unusual sound continues to fade into the forest.

| NT. POLI CE STATION - DAY
Det ecti ve Carson enters the forensics | ab.

Detective Jones stands with his arns fol ded across his chest
as he speaks with JESSICA WH TE, the forensic scientist.
Det ective Carson quickly crosses the roomtoward them

DETECTI VE CARSON
Pl ease tell me you have sonet hi ng.

Jessica turns toward her exam nation table, gently handling
a broken canera as she speaks.

JESSI CA
The canera was pretty nuch trashed
when we found it. Let’s face it,
it’s been sitting up there in the
mud and rain for the last...

DETECTI VE CARSON
(cutting her off)
Do we have anyt hi ng?

Jessica sighs as she drops the canera on the exam nation
table and turns toward her conputer.

JESSI CA
| managed to pull one fingerprint
and match it with the one we pulled
fromChris MIler’s apartnent,
whi ch confirns that the camera
bel onged to him
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Jessica continues to work at her conputer.

JESSI CA
We al so got lucky. | was able to
extract a few pictures fromthe SD
card.

DETECTI VE CARSCN
And?

Jessica cycles through several scenic pictures.

JESSI CA
Most of them were scenic
pi ctures--this guy obviously |oved
his trees--but this one m ght be
hel pful .

Suddenly the group picture that was taken at the parking | ot
before the hi ke began appears on the screen.

Det ective Carson and Detective Jones stare at the picture
for several seconds in silence.

DETECTI VE JONES
Hol d on a second!

Det ective Jones quickly retrieves his notepad fromhis
j acket pocket. He flips through several pages of notes
furiously.

DETECTI VE JONES
Si X.

Det ecti ve Jones | ooks at Detective Carson, who has a
per pl exed | ook on his face.

DETECTI VE JONES
The park ranger | interviewed
earlier today...the one who saw the
group right before they left the
parking lot...

DETECTI VE CARSON
Bl ake. .. Tanner ?

DETECTI VE JONES
Yes. He said that there were six
people in the group altogether.

Detective Carson thinks to hinself for a nonent.
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DETECTI VE CARSON
Which famlies also filed a m ssing
person’s report earlier this week?

DETECTI VE JONES
Eastman. .. Taylor... Sorenson...M Il er...Ducane..
Det ective Carson shakes his head in agreenent.

DETECTI VE CARSON
(interrupting)
And that covers the six we knew
about, but who's this kid on the
end?

Det ective Carson reaches over Jessica' s shoul der and points
directly at Tray standing in the picture.

DETECTI VE JONES
We don’t know. No other famlies
have reported a m ssing person in
this area...at |east not that |
know of .

Detective Carson | eans away fromthe conputer and | ooks
directly at Detective Jones.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Get Tanner back in here...and run
this guy’ s photograph through the
dat abase to see if there are any
mat ches.

Det ective Carson turns again toward Jessica.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Were there any other pictures worth
Vi ewi ng?

JESSI CA
Not really.

DETECTI VE CARSON
What about the toxicology report
fromthe shoe?

Jessica begins to type at her conputer.

JESSI CA
DNA anal ysis confirns that the
bl ood bel onged to Dane
Eastman...but this is sonmething you
may find interesting.
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A technical report suddenly appears on the conputer screen.

JESSI CA
| also found traces of saliva on
t he shoe.

DETECTI VE JONES
Sal i va?

Detective Carson | ooks at Detective Jones.

DETECT| VE CARSON
Ani mal attack.

JESSI CA
The analysis results signify a
genetic code simlar to that of a
gray wol f. However, the carnassia
mar ki ngs on the shoe are certainly
not concordant with that species.

DETECTI VE JONES
But there’s quite a few. ..

JESSI CA
(interrupting)
...but there were al so DNA
sequences that resenble a black
wi dow spi der.

Bot h Detective Carson and Detective Jones | ook confused.

DETECTI VE JONES
(sarcastically)
kay, so we just have to find a
spider riding a wol f. Anything el se
we shoul d know? Do they sing?

Jessica lets out a brief sigh.

JESSI CA
Actually there is. The saliva
cont ai ned sone type of venom so |
ran a toxicity anal ysis.

DETECTI VE CARSON
What did you find?

Jessica stands fromher chair and retrieves a report froma
near by tabl e.
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JESSI CA
It’s an atypical neurotoxin. |
can’t tell you which specific
toxi n, because, quite frankly, I
don’t know.

Jessica flips through several pages of the report.

JESSI CA
The anal ysis report was unable to
classify this particular agent, but
di d acknow edge traces of ethanol,
nitric oxide, and tetrodotoxin.

Det ecti ve Carson paces back and forth in silence as he
thinks to hinself.

DETECTI VE CARSON
What effect would this neurotoxin
have on humans?

JESSI CA
Wthout a nore reliable toxicity
anal ysis, the effects are unknown.

Jessica flips through nore pages of the report as she
conti nues to speak.

JESSI CA
| CAN say that, because of the
nunmber of toxins involved in this
one agent, exposure would
definitely include w despread
central nervous system damage;
possi bly even epil epsy and
denenti a.

Jessica closes the report and places it back on the table.

JESSI CA
It would probably al so depend on
where the person is bitten.

Jessi ca pauses for a brief second.

JESSI CA
It would al so depend on the other
chem cal s present within the body
when the subject is envenoned. Dane
had traces of lysergic acid
di et hyl am de coursing through his
bl ood.
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DETECTI VE JONES
LSD?

JESSI CA
Correct. That's why I’ m saying that
the effects of the different
chem cals conbined is currently
unknown.

Detective Carson turns toward Detective Jones.

DETECT| VE CARSON
Get Bl ake back in here now.

Detective Carson turns toward Jessi ca.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Thanks for your help, Jessica. Let
us know if you find anything else.

JESSI CA
O course.

Bot h Detective Carson and Detective Jones wal k toward t he
exit.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Find Blake. | want to know if he
knows t he seventh menber of the
group. And run the photo through
our database to see if there's a
mat ch.

DETECTI VE JONES
What are you going to do?

DETECT!| VE CARSON
| need to visit the records
depart nent.

Both Detective Carson and Detective Jones exit the forensics
| ab.

EXT. CAMPSI TE - MORNI NG

Adam adj usts his backpack to fit squarely on his shoul ders.

He quietly pulls the hunting knife fromthe sheath attached

to his belt and carefully inspects the bl ade before quickly
returning the bl ade.
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Smal | strings of snoke rise into the air fromthe snal
fires carefully positioned around the canp as Adam anal yzes
t he surroundi ng forest.

He then gently lifts the tent door and peers inside at
Ashl ey and Janmes who are qui ckly packing their bel ongi ngs.

ADAM
You need to pack light.

ASHLEY
|’ m not |eaving ny stuff just
sitting out here in the woods!

ADAM
That’'s fine...but |eave your
sl eepi ng bag...and pillow.

ASHLEY
VWhat about t he bl ankets?

Adam t hi nks briefly to hinself.
ADAM
| f you can stuff themin your
backpack, bring them

Ashl ey continues to quickly pack her bel ongings for a few
seconds in silence.

ADAM

Do you have your cell phone?
ASHLEY

It should just be here in the front

pocket . ..

Ashl ey opens the front pocket of her backpack. A confused
| ook spreads across her face as she searches around the
tent.

ASHLEY
Where’'s ny cell phone? Ji mry, have
you seen ny cell phone?

JAMES
No.

ADAM
| can’t find m ne either.
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ASHLEY
What happened to thenf?
ADAM
| don’t know. | haven't seen m ne

since | tried using it last night.
Just hurry and finish packing, so
we can get off this nountain.

ASHLEY
Jimry, don’t forget your
sket chbook.

Adam steps away fromthe tent, peering around the dimy lit
canp before he | ooks toward one of the other tents.

ADAM
Chris!?

Chris enmerges fromthe nearby tent, placing his backpack on
hi s shoul ders as he noves toward Adam

CHRI S
|’mready to go.

ADAM
Do you have your cell phone?

CHRI S
| couldn't find it.

Chris notions toward the forest.

CHRI S
| think I may have accidentally
dropped it in the woods | ast night
when we were | ooking for Dane.

ADAM
| doubt it.

CHRI S
What do you nean?

Samant ha noves toward Adam and Chri s.

SAVANTHA
Hey guys, have you seen ny cel
phone?

ADAM

Everyone’s cell phones are m ssing.
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Tray energes fromthe nearby tent and noves toward Adam and
Chris as Samant ha continues to speak.

SAVANTHA
What ? How are they all mssing? W
were sitting in canp all night and
no one tried to cone into canp!

ADAM
Tray?

TRAY
| didn’t bring mne with ne.

CHRI S
How did they sneak into canp and
get our cell phones?

Ashl ey energes from her tent and approaches the group.

ADAM
| don’t know.

ASHLEY
What are we going to do?

ADAM
We just need to get to the cars as
soon as we can. How fast can we get
down?

TRAY
Most of the trip back is downhill.
|"d say we can make it back around
noon.

SAVANTHA
Are we ready?

ADAM
Just about.

Adam turns toward the nearby tent.

ADAM
Janes?

A coupl e seconds pass before Adam speaks again, this tine
| ouder.

ADAM
Janmes! ?
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JAMES
| mready.

ASHLEY
Shoul dn’t we | ook for Dane one nore
time in the daylight before we go?

SAVANTHA
|"d prefer we just start nmaking our
way down right now If Dane is

still alive, he’'s no where near
this area.

CHRI S
Don't we need to make a deci sion as
a group?

ADAM
Do any of you really want to stay
here?

Several seconds pass as the group stands in silence.

ADAM
Let’s get back to the parking | ot
as fast as possible, and then we’ll
get help. Tray, you |lead the way.

Adam Tray, Samantha, Ashley, Janmes, and Chris begin to wal k
away fromthe canp.

| NT. POLI CE STATION - DAY
Detective Carson enters the records departnent.

Tomturns his chair to face Detective Carson as he
appr oaches.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Do you still have those different
cases pulled up on your conputer?

TOM
Yeah.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Check each one to see if forensics
detected any traces of toxins
during the investigation.

Tomturns back to his conputer and types quickly. Severa
seconds pass as he carefully anal yzes di fferent docunents.
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TOM
Ther e.

Tom points to a specific spot on the conputer docunent.

TOM
(reading)
Unknown neurotoxin. Detected traces
of ethanol, nitric oxide, and
tetrodotoxin. Traces of |ysergic
acid di ethylam de were al so
present.

DETECTI VE CARSON
And the other cases?

Tomtypes in silence for a few seconds.
TOM
(readi ng)
Unknown neur ot oxi n. LSD.

Tom continues to pull up different forensic reports.

TOM
(readi ng)
Et hanol .. . tetrodotoxin...the sane

chem cals were found at each site.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Thanks, Tom That's all | needed to
know.

Detective Carson turns to exit the roomas Tom continues to
| ook at various docunents on the computer

TOM
Det ecti ve. . .

Det ective Carson stops before he reaches the door.

TOM
...this is sonething you may find
i nteresting.

Det ective Carson paces back across the room

TOM
(readi ng)
Wal ter, Susan, and Bridgette Crowe
all go mssing fromtheir hone in
the early norning of Cctober 9th,
1993. The nei ghbors reportedly



Det ecti ve
briefly.

heard scream ng and gunshots
shortly after 3:00 AM and call ed
the police, but officers had

al ready been di spatched. They found
traces of an unknown neurotoxin
present at the scene.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Did the call cone from soneone in
t he hone?

TOM
(reading)
Uh...Susan Crowe reportedly called
911 at precisely 3:15 AM stating
t hat sonmeone was in their hone and
her son was m ssing.

DETECTI VE CARSON
What happened to the boy?

TOM

(reading)
Dani el Crowe was found sitting on
the front steps when the police
arrived around 3:30 AM No visible
injuries, but officers reported
that he was displayi ng severe
cat at oni ¢ behavi ors.

DETECTI VE CARSON
How ol d was the boy at the tine?

TOM
(readi ng)
Si x. Wy?
DETECTI VE CARSON

|’ ve got an 8-year-old kid upstairs
di spl ayi ng the same behavi or.

Carson and Tom stare at each ot her
DETECTI VE CARSON

Do you happen to have the case

file?

TOM
G ve ne one second.

71.

in silence
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Tom stands up fromhis chair and searches through nmultiple
filing cabinets. After several mnutes, Tomturns and hands
afile to Detective Carson

TOM
It'’s all there.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Thanks. Just out of curiosity, do
t hey happen to have a photo of the
famly?

Tom sear ches through different docunments on his conputer.

TOM
Here it is.

Det ective Carson gl ances over Tom s shoul der at the conputer
screen. Hs eyes narrow as he anal yzes the face of Dani el
Cr owe.

DETECT| VE CARSON
VWhere is Daniel now?

Tom qui ckly types on his conputer. Several seconds pass
bef ore he answers.

TOM
(reading)
Last known residence was with a
foster parent; a Ms. Deborah
Clark. 3531 South Whitnore Ave. in
Monr oe, Washi ngt on.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Phone nunber?

TOM
(reading)
360- 384- 0919.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Thanks, Tom

Detective Carson pulls out his cell phone as he begins to
wal k toward the exit.

TOM
Where are you goi ng?

DETECTI VE CARSON
Monr oe.
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EXT. FOREST - DAY

Tray, Samantha, Chris, Ashley, Janes, and Adam hi ke t hrough
the forest. Beads of sweat run down each of their faces.
Samant ha wi pes the sweat away with her forearmas Chris
pulls at the front of his soaked shirt.

Adam gl ances down at his watch and gently brushes sone dust
away fromthe clock face, which reads "10:45."

ADAM
Tray, are you sure we're going the
right way?

Tray does not turn to face the group as he continues
wal ki ng.

TRAY
One year when | cane up here, there
was a ranger station along this
trail sonmewhere.

The group wal ks along the trail

SAVANTHA
Wiy are we headed to the ranger
station?

TRAY

There’s usually a radio we coul d
use. Maybe even get Search and
Rescue up here sooner to start

| ooki ng for Dane.

ASHLEY
Shouldn’t we just get off this
nmountai n as fast as possible?

ADAM
If there isn't a radio, how nuch
time will this add to the tinme it
takes to get back to the parking
| ot ?

TRAY
1-2 hours. 2 1/2 at the nost.

CHRI S
As long as we get back before dark.

Tray stops wal king along the trail, stopping the entire
group in their tracks. He turns to face the rest of the

group.
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TRAY
W'l | be back before dark. Trust
nme.

EXT. DETECTI VE CARSON S CAR - DAY

Detective Carson is driving when his cell phone rings. He
qui ckly puts the phone to his ear.

DETECT| VE CARSON
This is Carson

DETECTI VE JONES (V. Q)
Bl ake isn't here.

DETECTI VE CARSON
What ?

EXT. FOREST - DAY

Det ecti ve Jones stands on one of the trails |eading through
the forest. POLICE OFFI CER #3 stands next to him as severa
police officers continue wal king through the thick woods.

| NTERCUT - TELEPHONE CONVERSATI ON

DETECTI VE JONES
He said he wasn’'t feeling well, so
they let himgo hone early today.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Did you al ready check his honme?

DETECTI VE JONES
| sent a bl ack-and-white over there
as soon as | found out. They called
about five mnutes ago and said the
pl ace was enpty.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Tell themto stay there until he
comes hone...or until they hear
from you.

DETECTI VE JONES
Under st ood.

Det ective Jones closes his phone and turns to Police Oficer
#3.
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DETECTI VE JONES
Sorry...so which direction did they
go after they left the canpsite?

POLI CE OFFI CER #3
They headed back the sanme direction
they came, but it |ooks |like they
di verged onto a different trai
about an hour into the hike.

DETECTI VE JONES
(confused)
Whi ch direction did they go?

POLI CE OFFI CER #3
(poi nting)
Unh...north...northwest. The trai
goes everywhere at that point.

DETECTI VE JONES
Wiy woul d they go deeper into the
forest?

EXT. FOREST - DAY

Tray, Samantha, Chris, Ashley, Janmes, and Adam conti nue
wal ki ng along the trail, the sun hanging directly above
t hem

ADAM
Tray, it’s been an hour since we
started | ooking for this ranger
station.

Tray slowy stops wal king as he speaks, al nost to hinself.

TRAY
We shoul d have been there by now
The entire group conmes to a stop on the trail. Adam | ooks
around the forest, listening intently for any unusual
sounds.
ADAM

W need to get back before dark.

JAVES
| m hungry.

Ashl ey places her hand on Janes’ shoul der as she speaks.
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ASHLEY
| know, Ji my.

Ashl ey quietly bends down as she gently renoves her backpack
from her shoul ders and unzi ps her backpack. She begins to
rustl e through her bel ongi ngs.

ASHLEY
Let ne see if | have any nore
granol a bars.

As Ashl ey runmages through her backpack desperately
searching for food, Chris carefully lets his backpack drop
fromhis shoulders to the ground.

Chris then slunps to the ground next to his fallen backpack
and rests his back against a tree.

Adam turns away from exam ning the nearby forest to face
Chri s.

ADAM
What are you doing, Chris?

Chris rolls his eyes as he snaps at Adam

CHRI S
W’ ve been hiking for three hours
straight! I"mgoing to sit down for

five m nutes!

ADAM
We don’'t have tine to take a break!

Ashl ey, who is now sitting on the ground next to Janes as he
frantically bites into a crushed granola bar, |ooks up at
Adam

ASHLEY
Adam Jinmy needs to sit down for a
second, too.

Adam | ets out a soft sigh and gl ances around the surroundi ng
forest for several seconds before he speaks.

ADAM
Two mnutes...that’s it!

Adam turns to wal k toward Tray.
ADAM

W need to get back to the parking
| ot.
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CHRI S
Oh sure, you'll listen to her, but
you won't listen to...

Adam qui ckly turns to face Chris, his jawbone clearly tense
in the shade of the forest.

ADAM
Save it, Chrisl!

Chris shakes his head and munbl es "you save it" to hinself.
ADAM

Tray, what’s the fastest way out of
here?

Tray sips froma water bottle as he gl ances around the
forest.

TRAY

W'l take this | ower path back
al ong the ridge and hopefully cross
with the path we canme in on.
ADAM
Hopeful | y?

Tray speaks sharply, the sarcasminherent in his voice.

TRAY
Do you want to |ead the group?

ADAM
" mjust concerned about getting
all of us out of here alive.

TRAY
So am |.

ADAM

Then do whatever it takes to get us
back before dark

Adam casual |y turns back to face the rest of the group.
ADAM
Are you all ready to go? W need to
get novi ng.
Adam qui etly wal ks over to where Ashley and James sit.

He gently reaches down and grabs Janmes’ backpack.
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ADAM
Jimry, 1’1l carry your backpack for
you.

TRAY
Here Chris, 1’1l carry your

backpack for a while.

Chris lets out a sigh of relief as he stands up fromthe
ground and hands his backpack to Tray.

CHRI S
Thanks.

Chris, Samantha, Ashley, and Janes follow Tray along a
different trail as Adamreadjusts his two backpacks on his
shoul ders. He gl ances up at the noon sun as it gently shines
t hrough the thick branches of the tall trees. Adam begins to
wal k along the trail followng the tired group

EXT. CLARK RESI DENCE - DAY

DEBORAH CLARK, a 65-year-old woman, opens her front door
where Detective Carson is waiting.

DETECT| VE CARSON
Ms. dark?

DEBORAH
Yes.

DETECTI VE CARSON
My nane is Detective Carson. W
spoke on the phone about an hour
ago.

| NT. CLARK RESI DENCE - DAY

Detective Carson sits patiently on the couch, casually
| ooki ng around the living room when Deborah enters the room
carefully balancing a tray with two cups of coffee.

DETECTI VE CARSON
When was the last tinme you saw
Dani el ?

DEBORAH
Oh, we always called him Danny. He
al ways preferred Danny. Wul d you
i ke sugar in your coffee?
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DETECTI VE CARSON
Yes, please.

Deborah pl aces a coupl e sugar cubes into the coffee before
handi ng the cup to Detective Carson.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Thank you.

DEBORAH
But | actually haven’t seen Danny
i n about 10 years...not since he
graduat ed from hi gh school .

DETECTI VE CARSON
Has he contacted you at all in the
| ast 10 years?

Deborah thinks to herself for a brief second.

DEBORAH
We spoke on the phone off and on
for the first year or so, but then
Danny noved and | couldn’t reach
hi m

DETECTI VE CARSON
Did Danny ever tal k about the night
his parents and sister disappeared?

DEBORAH
He never nentioned anythi ng about
that night, but then again he
didnt really talk a lot.

DETECTI VE CARSON
D d you ever notice
anyt hi ng. .. unusual about his
behavi or ?

DEBORAH
There was one thing that | was
al ways concerned about. On severa
different occasions, | would find
himtal king to hinself.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Tal king to hinsel f?

DEBORAH
It wasn’t a consistent problem but
every once in a while I would hear
himtalking to hinself in his
bedroom | ate at night.
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DETECTI VE CARSON
i d Danny have a history of nental
illness?

DEBORAH
Aside fromthe...what's it
call ed...PST?

DETECTI VE CARSCN
PTSD.

DEBORAH
That’s the one. Aside fromthat,
t he social service worker didn't
say anyt hi ng.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Do you happen to have a picture of
Danny before he left follow ng his
hi gh school graduation?

DEBORAH
You know, | think I have one in the
cl oset. Just give nme a second.
Deborah stands and crosses the roomto a nearby closet.
She carefully renmoves a shoebox fromthe top shelf.

Deborah returns to her chair. She begins to thunmb through
several pictures.

DEBORAH
|’msorry. | really should get
these into a photo al bum one of

t hese days.

Several seconds pass in silence as she continues to | ook
t hr ough her pictures.

DEBORAH
Ah, there it is.

Deborah hands a photograph to Detective Carson.
DEBORAH
That was taken the day of Danny’s
gr aduati on.

Det ective Carson inspects the photograph carefully. He then
qui ckly stands as he tosses the picture on the coffee table.
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DETECTI VE CARSON
Thank you for your tinme, Ms.
Clark, but | really need to get

goi ng.
Det ective Carson begins to walk toward the front door.

DEBORAH
(confused)
Wait, are you at |least going to
tell me what this is about?

Det ecti ve Carson stops as he opens the front door.

DETECTI VE CARSON
| just want to find Danny. If |

hear anything, | promse I'Il give

you a call. Thanks for the coffee.
DEBORAH

Anyti ne.

Deborah cl oses the door behind Detective Carson as he
qui ckly makes his way to his car. Detective Carson dials
into his phone as he wal ks. He places the phone to his ear.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Tom this is Carson. | need you to
do ne a favor

EXT. FOREST - DAY

Tray, Chris, Samant ha, Ashley, Janes, and Adam wal k al ong
the shaded trail, each carrying their own backpack again.

Adam gl ances down at his dust-covered watch, which now reads
"3:00 PM "

He gl ances back up at Tray who is |ooking around at the
surroundi ng forest as he wal ks.

ADAM
How nuch | onger until we reach the
parking | ot?

TRAY
About a half hour.
SAVANTHA
Wi t !
Samant ha qui ckly stops on the shaded trail. Everyone el se

ceases to walk as they turn to face her.
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SAVANTHA
Li sten!
The entire group stands notionless on the trail; desperately
listening for whatever Sanmantha heard.
ADAM
What is it, Sanf
SAVANTHA
Just shut up for a second and

listen!

The entire group continues to stand notionless on the trai
for several seconds. Tray slowy turns to continue wal ki ng
along the trail when the faint and broken sound of a cel
phone can be heard.

As the faint ring of the cell phone sounds again, Samantha
slowy turns and | ooks directly at Chris’ backpack.

Chris’ eyes wi den as Samantha quickly lunges for his
backpack, jerking Chris in nultiple directions as she
funbl es for the zipper.

CHRI S
Hey!

SAMANTHA
Stop noving for one second!

Samant ha successfully grabs hold of the zipper and
desperately rips open Chris’ backpack.

She finds a collection of broken cell phones; smashed to the
poi nt of rendering them unusabl e.

She qui ckly grabs the phone that continues to emanate the
br oken ri ng.

The smashed phone has mal functioned and is projecting one
| ast ring tone program before dying conpletely.

The entire group stares at the dead cell phone for severa
seconds before their eyes slowy shift to |look directly at
Chri s.

Chris stands notionless on the shaded trail, his eyes w de
with terror.

SAVANTHA
What are our cell phones doing in
your backpack, Chris?
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ADAM
And why are they broken?

Chris’ eyes dart from one nenber of the group to the other
as he attenpts to collect his thoughts.

CHRI S
l...1...1 don’t know.

Suddenly, Ashley bursts past Samant ha and begi ns punchi ng
Chris in the armand face. Chris attenpts to cover his face
wi th both hands, but Ashley successfully [ands a couple
punches across his cheek.

ASHLEY
We trusted you! Dane was your
friend!

Chris continues to protect his face as Adam qui ckly rushes
into the situation, grabbing Ashley around the wai st and
hoi sting her off the ground as he pulls her away from Chris.

Chris’ eyes dart fromone group nenber to the other, his
face red with anger.

CHRI S
| didn’t kill anyone! And if you
think I did, then you all can go to
hel | !

Chris ceases speaking and freezes in his place as he hears
the CLICK of a pistol behind him

He slowy turns to face Samant ha, who has retrieved her
firearmfromher side and is pointing the pistol directly at
his head. Chris’ eyes wden with fear.

SAMANTHA
You first.
Adam who was still westling to control Ashley, now turns
and notices the situation for the first tine.
ADAM
Sam stop fooling around!
Samant ha stands notionless, the gun still pointed directly
at Chris.
SAMANTHA
Do | look Iike I'’mfooling around!?

Tray noves slowly toward Sanmant ha.
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ADAM
(calmy)
Samant ha, | ook at ne.

Samant ha does not respond.

ADAM
Look at ne!

Samantha’ s head jerks in Adam s direction.
ADAM
(clearly and sl owy)
Pl ease put the gun down.

Sanmant ha shakes her head in disbelief and | ooks back at

Chris who is still standing in shock.
SAVANTHA
Not a chance.
CHRI S
| swear | didn’t take everyone’'s

phone!

Chris turns to Adam for support as Tray continues to slowy
inch his way toward Samant ha.

CHRI S
Pl ease, Adam you have to believe
me! Why would | smash everyone’'s
phone?

Everyone stands notionl ess on the shaded path as Adam
carefully |l ooks at Chris.

Ashl ey stands breathless with Janmes clutching her waist as
Tray stands only a foot away from Samant ha.

The qui et sounds of the forest are broken by Adam s
control |l ed voi ce.

ADAM
Who el se used your backpack
recently?

Chris’ gaze drops to the ground as he begins to back track
t hrough recent events.

Tray continues to stand notionless only a foot away from
Samant ha.
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CHRI S
| checked ny backpack this norning
right before we started hiking
back.

ADAM
And who has touched your backpack
si nce then?

Chris’ eyes widen as his gaze darts to Tray standing next to
Samant ha.

Tray quickly disarnms Samant ha of the firearm and shoves her
back toward Adam who was advanci ng toward Tray.

Chris stands notionless as Tray steps as far away as he can
fromthe group, standing near the edge of the trail and
pointing the pistol toward the different group nenbers; his
hands slightly trenbling as he attenpts to keep the gun

st eady.

ADAM
Tray?

TRAY
You can’t stop it. No one has ever
been able to stop it!

SAVANTHA
Who is trying to kill us!?
TRAY
You w il all be dead by tonorrow
nor ni ng!
ASHLEY
VWhat ! ?
ADAM

Tray, please put the gun down.
Tray quickly points the gun at Adam

Everyone stands noti onl ess.

TRAY
Trust nme...this will be better for
all of you.

SAVANTHA

What are you tal king about!?

Tray’s entire demeanor changes froma once scared and
trenmbling individual to cal mand rel axed.
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A snal
his I|i

| smle pulls at his face and a brief chuckle escapes
pS.

TRAY
Ring around a rosy...

Tray begins to point the gun at each individual group
menber .

TRAY
...a pocket full of posies...

Chris, Samantha, Ashley, Janmes, and Adam all stand
notionl ess as Tray continues to routinely point the firearm

TRAY
Ashes, ashes, we all fall..

Tray’ s nmet hodi cal pointing of the pistol ends targeted at a
tree. He fires one bullet at a nearby tree as he finishes
chanting the lyrics.

TRAY
. down.

Chris, Samantha, Ashley, Janes, and Adam continue to stand
not i onl ess.

Tray stares speechless at the tree he shot for several
seconds, a small smle still stretched across his face.

He then begins to recite the lyrics again and point the
pi stol at each group nenber in the sanme routine manner that
he did before.
TRAY
Ring around a rosy, a pocket ful
of posies...
Tray continues to point the firearm at each group nenber.

TRAY
Ashes, ashes, we all fall..

Tray points the gun at Adam

Suddenly, Chris rushes toward Tray fromthe opposite side.
Tray quickly turns the gun toward Chris, but is only able to
fire one shot before Chris tackles himand they both tunble
off the trail and down the steep side of the nountain

Adam qui ckly junps onto the steep slope, desperately sliding
behi nd them
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Tray and Chris, intertwined in their struggle as they both
attenpt to punch the other, continue their uncontrollable
descent down the nountain and off a small cliff; ricocheting
off a couple trees as they plumet to the shaded ground

bel ow.

Adam digs his heels into the soft dirt in front of him
attenpting to stop his own descent.

He cones to a stop near the edge of the cliff, laying his
head back into the soft dirt as he catches his breath. After
a coupl e seconds, Adam carefully |eans up and peers over the
| edge into the shaded forest bel ow.

ADAM
Chri s!

Adam | i stens intensely for sone response fromthe dark
forest, but hears nothing.

ADAM
Chri s!

Adam peers around and begins to make the slow, steady trek
back up the steep sl ope.

About hal fway up the slope, he finds the Aock 23 lying in
the soft dirt.

Adam qui ckly grabs the pistol and stuffs the firearmin the
back of his pants.

Several mnutes pass before Adamis able to reach the top of
t he sl ope again. He glances around at the remai ning group
menbers as he attenpts to catch his breath.

Ashl ey sobs as she cradles Janes close to her chest.

SAMANTHA
What happened?

Adamretrieves the pistol fromhis back and hands the
firearmto Samantha as he catches his breath before
speaki ng.

ADAM
They rolled off the cliff and I
can’'t see anything noving in the
forest. Chris didn’t respond when |
called out to him

Adam gl ances down the shaded trail
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ADAM
We'll have to follow this trail
down and then backtrack to see if
we can find them

Adam begins to pick hinself up fromthe ground and grab his
backpack.

SAVANTHA
Shoul dn’t we just keep noving
toward the cars and send hel p back
for hinf

ASHLEY
And | eave Chris lying down there?

ADAM
Chris just risked his life to save
us. I'mnot going to just |leave him
down there dying in the forest...if
he is still alive.

Adam gl ances down at his dirt-covered watch and recogni zes
that the small hands have stopped noving. He then turns
t owar d Samant ha.

ADAM
How much tine do we have before
sunset, Sanf

Samant ha qui ckly gl ances down at her watch, glances toward
the sky, and back to her watch before answering.

SAMANTHA
It’s alnmost 4:00 right now 1°d say
we have about three hours.

ADAM
That doesn’t give us nmuch tinme. W
have to get down this cliff and get
Chris...and hopefully have enough
tinme to get back to the parking | ot
bef ore dark.

ASHLEY
You t hi nk whoever is chasing us
wll only attack us at night?

Adam hel ps Ashl ey and Janmes stand up.

He gently swings their backpacks over his shoul der.
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ADAM
| don’t know, but they didn't
attack any of us yesterday until
dark, so I'mwlling to bet they' re
waiting until nightfall

Adam gl ances around at the sullen faces of Samant ha, Ashl ey,
and Janes as a few seconds pass in silence.

ADAM
C non. W need to get noving.

Adam begins to make his way down the trail as Ashley and
Janmes follow cl ose behind him

Samant ha gl ances around the quiet forest as she begins to
wal k behind the group, using the bottomof her shirt to w pe
dirt fromher firearm

EXT. FOREST - DAY

Det ective Jones quickly crosses the parking |ot near the
forest to his car, his phone pressed against his ear.

DETECTI VE JONES
Hol d on. You issued an APB for who?

DETECTI VE CARSON (V. Q.)
Dani el Crowe.

DETECTI VE JONES
VWho?

EXT. DETECTI VE CARSON S CAR - DAY

Detective Carson drives with his cellular pressed agai nst
hi s cheek.

| NTERCUT - TELEPHONE CONVERSATI ON

DETECT| VE CARSON
And Bl ake Tanner.

DETECTI VE JONES
| understand that one, but who's
Dani el Crowe?

DETECTI VE CARSON
He's the seventh group nenber. |’ ve
asked Tomto contact every |aw
enf orcenent agency west of the park



90.

o DETECTI VE CARSON
within 100 mles to ensure they

received the profile information.

DETECTI VE JONES
Ask himto send the information to
every hospital within that area as
wel | . Just in case.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Good idea. How far away are you
fromthe station?

DETECTI VE JONES
About 30 m nut es.

DETECTI VE CARSON
11 meet you there.

Det ective Carson cl oses his phone.

EXT. FOREST - DAY

Chris regains consciousness in the forest. H's hand slowy
noves toward his head.

H s eyes slowy open, the forest around himgradually com ng
into focus as he blinks several tines.

Chris quickly sits up, but imediately falls back into the
dirt and thick grass around him

He clenches his teeth together for several seconds before he
slowy | eans up again, his eyes darting to his |egs.

Bl ood stains tattoo his jeans around his right thigh where
the bullet hit him He remains notionless for several
seconds as he stares at the open wound.

H s eyes widen as his gaze shifts to his left leg, which is
twsted in an awkward position.

Chris talks to hinself as he reaches for his dirt stained
backpack |ying about three feet away from him

CHRI S
Stupid. stupid. stupid.

Chris pulls a t-shirt fromhis backpack, retrieves his
pocket knife fromhis pocket, and begins to cut the t-shirt
into strips.
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He retrieves another t-shirt from his backpack, places the
shirt securely over the bullet wound, and uses the cloth
strips to bind the dressing to his leg. Chris w nces as he
cinches the cloth strips tight around his thigh.

CHRI S
ow

Chris carefully watches the dressing as he runmages inside
hi s backpack and quickly retrieves a bottle of ibuprofen.

He i nmedi ately unscrews the |lid, shakes four tablets into
his palm and shoves theminto his nouth. Chris coughs
violently as he chokes down the mnedication.

Chris glances around the nearby forest.

CHRI S
Real smart, Chris. Rush a guy who's
poi nting a gun at you. Yeah, real
smart. Om

He attenpts to stand on his bandaged | eg, but imediately
falls to the ground, his teeth clenching tightly together.

Chris remains notionless for several seconds before arny
crawling to the base of the cliff.

He carefully anal yzes the nmassive rock wall stretching into
t he sky above him

CHRI S
Adam

He pauses for a second, desperately listening for a
response.

CHRI S
Sam

Chris’ shoul ders drop. He quickly glances around the near by
woods, whispering to hinself.

CHRI S
Where did you go, Tray?

Chris retrieves his small pocketknife again fromhis pocket
and anal yzes the short bl ade.

CHRI S
(shaki ng his head)
G eat.
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He carefully crawl s and positions his back agai nst the hard,

rock wall. Chris glances toward the top of the cliff one
[ ast tine.
CHRI' S
Adam Ashl ey!

Several seconds pass in silence before Chris rests his head
agai nst the rock wall.

He carefully renoves the lid of the nmedication bottle,
shaki ng two i buprofen tablets into his palm Chris chokes
down the nedication, a brief cough escaping his |ips before
he cl oses his eyes.

EXT. FOREST - DAY

Adam Ashl ey, Janes, and Samant ha push their way through the
dense forest.

ADAM
Chris!?

SAMANTHA
Chris!?

ASHLEY
Chris!?

Adam gl ances into the surrounding forest as they listen for
a response.

ADAM
Keep your eyes peeled for Tray.
SAVANTHA
If he’s smart, he’' Il stay away from
us.
ASHLEY
Chris!?
ADAM
Chris!?

Al of themstop wal king as they wait for Chris to respond.
Adam gl ances toward the cliff high above them

ADAM
We shoul d have reached the spot
where they fell by now
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ASHLEY
Then where are they?

of them gl ance into the surroundi ng forest.

SAMVANTHA
W&’ re running out of daylight,
Adam

ADAM
|’ maware of that, Sam Just give
me a mnute to think.

SAMANTHA
Look, we may have al ready passed
the spot where they | anded.

Samant ha briefly anal yzes the nearby forest.

SAVANTHA
| f he survived the fall, nmaybe
Chris thought he’d just neet us at
t he parking |ot.

ASHLEY
That woul d be the | ogical place to
head.

ADAM
And where is Tray?

SAMANTHA
Who knows. At | east we know Chris
m ght be alive and nobile.

ASHLEY
We just need to watch for Tray.

Adam gl ances up into the sky.

ADAM
How much ti ne do we have before
sunset ?

Samant ha | ooks at her watch

SAMANTHA
Alittle over an hour.

ADAM
W need to find sone kind of
shelter for the night. The sun is
about to set and | don't think we

93.
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ADAM
shoul d keep wandering through the
woods.

SAVANTHA

Shoul dn’t we just keep noving? |
nmean, if soneone’s follow ng us,
shoul dn’t we stay ahead of thenf

ADAM
W'l be nore vulnerable in the
woods. They could attack us from
mul ti pl e angl es and we don’t have
enough people to cover all sides.

ASHLEY
VWhat about Chris?

ADAM
Chris is smart. |If he’'s alive,
| et’ s hope he can take care of
hi nmsel f toni ght.

| NT. POLI CE STATION - NI GHT

Det ective Carson glances through the file on Daniel Crowe as
he wal ks.

Det ective Jones approaches Detective Carson.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Where are the boy’s parents?

DETECTI VE JONES
They're nmeeting with the child
psychol ogi st right now. They’ ve
been in there for al nbst two hours.

Detective Carson closes the file as he continues wal ki ng.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Has Janes sai d anythi ng?

DETECTI VE JONES
Not a word. He's still sitting in
t he observation room

Detective Carson’s cell phone rings. He quickly retrieves
hi s phone fromhis jacket pocket.
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DETECTI VE CARSON
What’ ve you got for ne, Tonf?

Det ecti ve Carson stops wal king as he carefully listens for
several seconds. He then turns and wal ks back the way he
cane.

Det ecti ve Carson notions for Detective Jones to follow him

DETECTI VE CARSON
Send two police officers over there
and tell themto plant thenselves
right outside that room They don’t
move until we get there. W're on
our way.

Det ective Carson returns his phone to his pocket.
DETECTI VE CARSON
(smling)
We got him

DETECTI VE JONES
Dani el Crowe or Bl ake Tanner?

DETECTI VE CARSON

Dani el .
DETECTI VE JONES
(smling)
Lucky nunber seven. So where are we
goi ng?

DETECTI VE CARSON
United CGeneral Hospital

EXT. CAVE - DAY

Adam Ashl ey, Janmes, and Samantha enter the nouth of a smal
cave as a light rain begins to fall through the nearby
trees. Adam slips the heavy backpack from his shoul ders.

ADAM
W'l have to stay here for the
ni ght and keep goi ng tonorrow

nor ni ng.

Adamretrieves his water bottle from his backpack. He takes
a drink as he glances around the cave.
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ADAM
This appears to be the only
entrance to the cave; neaning it
W ll be easier for us to protect
our sel ves.

Ashl ey and Janes sit against the rock wall huddl ed cl ose
t oget her.

ASHLEY
And Jinmmy is tired. He needs to
rest.

Samant ha stands briefly in silence.

SAVANTHA
| understand the need to protect
ourselves, but if there’'s nore than
one of themthen we’'ll be trapped
in here.

Adam nods his head in agreenent as he drinks fromhis water
bottl e.

ADAM
W need to take that chance.

Samant ha t hen gl ances around the cave, squinting to see the
back of the dark cavern.

SAVANTHA
W should at | east nove to the back
of the cave away fromthe
entrance...just in case there's a
chance we can avoid a confrontation
al t oget her.

ADAM
You' re right.

Adam turns and begins to gather Ashley and Janes’
bel ongi ngs.

ADAM
Ash, Jimy...let’s nove to the back
of the cave.

Adam begins to make his way to the back of the cavern

ADAM
It Iooks like there’'s a better spot
in the back where the two of you
could lay down.
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After setting the stuff down, Adamthen returns to the nouth
of the cave and retrieves his backpack.

He then hands his backpack to Ashley, who has al ready begun
constructing a small bed for Janes.

ADAM
Here, there should be a couple arny
bl ankets in that one.

JANMVES
| " m col d.

Adam pauses for a brief second before he renpoves his jacket
and hands the jacket to Janes.

ADAM
Here, buddy. This won’t do nuch,
but it’ll help alittle bit.
JAMES
Thanks, Adam
ASHLEY
Should we try to get a fire goi ng?
ADAM
No. It’Il give away our position.
In fact, we need to limt using our
flashlights.

Samant ha drops her backpack near the back of the cavern.

SAMVANTHA
Someone needs to stay awake just to
keep an eye out.

ADAM
[’Il take the first watch.

Adam st ands notionl ess for a few seconds near the nouth of
t he cave.

ADAM
Ash, do you happen to have any nore
granol a bars?
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EXT. CAVE - N GHT

A few hours have passed since Adam Ashley, Janes, and
Samantha first entered the cavern. Rain pours outside the
mout h of the cave.

Adam sits with his back against the wall of the cave; one
armgently secured around Ashley who also sits with her back
agai nst the wall and his other armquietly resting near
Janes’ head as he sleeps in a fetal position.

Samant ha sl eeps peacefully on the other side of Janes.
Adami s head bobs infrequently as he desperately attenpts to
keep his eyes open.

Adam qui etly gl ances down at Ashley, snmall tears stream ng
down her face.

ADAM
Hey. You alright?

Ashl ey shakes her head as she sobs quietly.

ADAM
What’ s wrong?

Ashl ey carefully wi pes away the tears from her cheeks.
ASHLEY
| don’t want to die, Adam | don’'t
want Jimmy to die. He’'s only 8!

Adam gently ki sses Ashley on the forehead.

ADAM
Jimmy’s not going to die. You're
not going to die. | prom se you

that 1’mgoing to do everything I
can to get both of you off this

nmount ai n.
ASHLEY

l"mso tired, but | can't sleep.
ADAM

Cl ose your eyes. I'Il stay awake

and keep watch. You need to sl eep,
t hough. W won’t be able to stay
here for | ong.

ASHLEY
What’ s Ji mmy doi ng?
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Adam gl ances to his other side to nmake sure that James is
still asleep.

ADAM
He' s asl eep.

ASHLEY
| s he confortabl e?

A small smle stretches across Adanmis face as he ki sses
Ashl ey again on the forehead.

ADAM
He'll be fine. Get sone sl eep.

Ashl ey gently buries her head into Adanis chest as Adam
gently rests his head against the hard rock wall of the
cavern, his eyes gazing at the nouth of the cave as the rain
conti nues to pour.

EXT. FOREST - N GHT

Chris lays slunped against the rock wall, drenched by the
pouring rain. He desperately attenpts to cover his canera as
he uses the flash fromthe broken canera to see the
surroundi ng forest.

CHRI S
Wiy don’t we go canpi ng next
weekend. You know, so | can kidnap
one of your friends, try to frane
you, and then shoot you in the |eg.
How does that sound?

Chris places the canera in his lap as he retrieves the
i buprofen bottle fromhis pocket.

CHRI S
Ch, that sounds |ike fun, Tray.
Real | y? You bet.

He unscrews the lid, dunps a few ibuprofen tablets into his
pal m and shoves theminto his nmouth. Chris coughs severa
times as he chokes down the nedication.

CHRI S
In fact, after you shoot ne, can we
tunbl e down a
"much- st eeper-than-it-1ooks" hill
and off a cliff? O course we can!

Chris places the ibuprofen bottle back in his pocket as he
retrieves his canera fromhis |ap
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CHRI S
And then after | regain
consci ousness wi th the worst
headache of ny life, can | lay
against the "holy freakin col d"
rock wall with a broken leg, a
bullet in my thigh, and nost likely
a couple bruised ribs?

Chris uses the canera flash to |ight the surroundi ng woods.

CHRI S
Yes, please do.

Chris briefly pauses as he desperately peers into the nearby
forest, the flash fromhis canmera going off periodically.

CHRI S
Tray, | have sonmething I need to
say to you. What is it, Chris? o
screw yoursel f.

The rain continues to pour.

CHRI S
This is the LAST tine |’ m going
canping for a while.

Chri s suddenly hears novenent in the forest. He stops
talking as he attenpts to |isten over the pouring rain.

CHRI S
Hel | 0?

Sonmething rustles in the nearby woods, followed by an
unusual VWHINE. He flashes his canera in all directions.

CHRI S
(scared)
Who' s out there?

The unusual VWH NE seens to be comng fromall directions as
sonething noves in the forest. Chris continues to flash his
canera in all directions, but is unable to see anything.

He retrieves his small pocketknife fromhis jeans and opens
t he bl ade.

CHRI S
(pani cked)
Tray, | swear if you cone near ne,
l’mgoing to ramthis knife
straight into your throat, so
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CHRI S
you' Il never be able to chant that
stupid nursery rhyne ever again!

Suddenly the forest is quiet again, aside fromthe pouring
rain.

CHRI S
(confused)
Tray!?

The forest remains silent for several seconds. Chris begins
to flash his canera again into the nearby woods. He is
unabl e to see anything nove as he flashes his canera in
different directions.

Chris’ shoulders drop as he lays the canera in his |ap,
closing his eyes as he listens to the pouring rain.
Suddenly, he hears the WHINE again in the forest to his
left.

As he turns and flashes the canera, a nonstrous figure can
be seen briefly as it is in the process of attacking Chris.
Chris does not even have enough tine to scream

I NT. HOSPI TAL - N GHT

Detective Carson and Detective Jones wal k down a bright
hal  way at United General Hospital. DOCTOR #1 wal ks cl ose
besi de them as t hey maneuver through the different hallways.

DETECTI VE CARSON
What tinme did you say he cane in?

DOCTOR #1
The anbul ance was cal |l ed shortly
after 1:00 PMyesterday by a famly
who found himlaying next to the
road near Concrete Miuni. He was
pretty banged up when they brought
himin...broken arm..two cracked
ribs...multiple bruises...

DETECTI VE JONES
Has he sai d anythi ng?

DOCTOR #1
Not hi ng. He didn’t have any
identification with himand he's
refused to answer any of our
gquestions. That’s why we had him
listed as "John Doe."
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DETECTI VE CARSON
Did you find anythi ng unusual
during the nedical exam nation?

DOCTOR #1
It’s funny that you should nention
that. We did find high
concentrations of an unknown
neurotoxin in his blood as well as
LSD. However, we’'re stunped as to
how the toxin hasn’t killed him at
this point...based purely on the
| evel s of ethanol and tetrodotoxin
coursing through him He should be
dead by now.

Det ecti ve Carson, Detective Jones, and Doctor #1 turn onto
anot her hallway and cone to a hospital room where two police
officers stand outside the door.

Detective Carson turns to Detective Jones.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Let ne talk to him al one.

DETECTI VE JONES
(confused)
You sure?

DETECTI VE CARSON
Yeah.

DETECTI VE JONES
You're the boss.

Detective Carson enters the hospital room

Tray lays quietly in his hospital bed, his left armin a
sling as he stares out the nearby wi ndow into the darkness.
Mul ti pl e bruises cover his face.

Detective Carson quietly retrieves a chair fromthe corner
and pulls the chair close to the foot of the bed.

Detective Carson then places pictures of Ashley, Janes,
Adam Chris, Samantha, and Dane on the bed.

DETECTI VE CARSON
So where are they?

Several seconds pass in silence as Tray continues to peer
out the w ndow.
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DETECTI VE CARSON
Don’t recogni ze then?

Det ecti ve Carson places additional photographs onto the bed.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Maybe you' Il recognize the Martin
famly...or Larry and Paul a
Faraday...or any of these other
i nnocent people you led into the
woods.

Tray slowy turns his head fromthe wi ndow, his eyes resting
on the nultiple photographs spread across the bed.

DETECTI VE CARSON
You shoul d recogni ze t hem
shoul dn’t you? | nean you were
t here when they di sappear ed.

Several seconds pass in silence.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Oh wait, | apologize. | didn't |ay
t hese out correctly.

Det ective Carson arranges the different photographs into a
circle followi ng the order they di sappeared; matching the
mapped di agram he had received from Tomearlier.

DETECTI VE CARSON
s this jogging your nenory yet?

Tray does not respond as he stares at the photographs.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Ch sorry, | alnost forgot.

Det ective Carson places photographs of Walter, Susan, and
Bridgette Crowe on the bed.

Tray glares at Detective Carson.

DETECTI VE CARSON
| certainly hope they | ook
fam liar.

Tray quickly noves to the foot of the bed and swi ngs a punch
with his good armat Detective Carson

Det ective Carson bl ocks the punch and counter attacks with
an elbow to Tray’ s nose. He shoves Tray back into the bed,
Tray’'s back hitting the bed with a THUD
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Det ective Jones quickly enters the room

DETECTI VE JONES
Everything alright?

Detective Carson glares at Tray as he responds.

DETECTI VE CARSON
We're good. Just give us a few nore
m nut es.

Det ective Jones exits the room a small grin stretched
across his face as he closes the door behind him

A small trail of blood trickles from Tray’s nose.

Detective Carson retrieves a box of tissues fromthe nearby
tabl e and tosses the box at Tray's chest.

DETECTI VE CARSON
It’s been a | ong week, Danny, and
I’min no nood to continue wasting
time with you...so where are
t hey?

Tray presses a tissue to his nose.

TRAY
| didn’t kill anybody.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Are they still alive?

TRAY
(smling)
No one EVER survi ves.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Who el se are you working wth?

TRAY
If I tell you anything, he Il kill
ne.

DETECTI VE CARSON
VWho? Bl ake Tanner?

A smal | chuckl e escapes Tray’'s |ips.

TRAY
You don’t get it, do you. | never
had a choice. It was always them or
ne.
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DETECTI VE CARSON
(confused)
Pl ease expl ai n.

TRAY
Once he gets you, you never have a
choi ce. He keeps you alive as |ong
as you continue to help him

DETECTI VE CARSON
Hel p hi n®

TRAY
Col | ect.

DETECTI VE CARSON
(confused)
Col l ect for what?

A small smle pulls at the corner of Tray’'s nouth.

TRAY
Wnter is comng, isnt it?

DETECTI VE CARSON
When you say "he," are you
referring to sone kind of aninal?

TRAY
| don’t know WHAT he is. | just
know that |’ve spent the last 20
years scared of him

Several seconds pass in silence as Detective Carson thinks
to hinsel f.

DETECT| VE CARSON
Where can | find hinf

Tray points to the center of the circle that Detective
Car son made using the pictures.

TRAY
(smling)
Don’t worry. You wander into those
woods after dark by yourself and,
trust ne...he’'ll find you.
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EXT. CAVE - DAY
Ashl ey awakens in the darkened cave.

Soft norning light emanates formthe entrance where Adam
sits close to Janes constructing sone type of spear using
one of the hunting knives he was carrying.

Samant ha stands near the entrance of the cavern, anxiously
gazing into the nearby forest.

Adam speaks softly to Janes.

ASHLEY
What are you doi ng?

ADAM
| was just showing Jimmy how to
nmake a spear.

Ashley rises to her feet as she rubs her shoul der. She
slowly shuffles toward the rest of the group.

ASHLEY
How | ong was | out?

Samant ha responds as she continues to peer into the woods.

SAVANTHA
It’s al nbst 9: 00.

Samantha turns to face the rest of the group.

SAMVANTHA
W need to get nmoving if we're
going to find the parking |ot.

Ashl ey watches Janes as he carefully secures a hunting knife
to the end of a long stick. Adam continues to instruct Janes
for a brief second before Ashley speaks.

ASHLEY
Jimy, please be careful wth that.
| don’t want you to cut yourself.

ADAM
He'll be fine.

James finishes fastening the hunting knife to the long stick
and hands the finished product to Adam

Adam carefully inspects the conpl eted spear and nods in
satisfaction as he turns and attenpts to hand the conpl eted
spear to Ashl ey.
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ADAM
Here, this one is for you.

Ashl ey rai ses her hands in defense as though soneone is
attenpting to hand her a dangerous ani mal.

ASHLEY
| mnot carrying a spear!

ADAM
Ash, please. If we run into...Tray,
| want you to be prepared.

Ashl ey | ooks directly at Adam a disgusted | ook stretched
across her face.

ASHLEY
Do you really think I’ m capabl e of
st abbi ng anot her person?

ADAM
If it cones to that, | sincerely
hope so.

ASHLEY
Well | can't.

Adam | ets out an audi ble sigh as he rubs his forehead.
Samantha turns to Ashl ey.

SAVANTHA
Even if it nmeans saving Jimy?

Ashl ey glares at Samantha for several seconds.

ASHLEY
| mnot carrying a spear.

ADAM
Here. .

Adam digs into his pocket and retrieves two snall
pocket kni ves.

ADAM
...at least carry a couple of the
smal | pocket kni ves: one for each
pocket .

Ashl ey stares at the pocketknives in Adami s hand for a brief
second, picking at her lip as she considers her deci sion.
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ADAM
Pl ease, Ash. Just do it for ne.

ASHLEY
Fi ne.

Ashl ey quickly grabs the two pocketknives in frustration and
stuffs one into each of her pockets as a small smle pulls
at the corner of Adam s nouth.

ADAM
Thank you.

SAMANTHA
| think the rain is about to |et
up. W& need to get noving.

| NT. HOSPI TAL - N GHT

Det ective Carson stands fromhis chair and begins to gather
t he phot ographs from Tray’ s bed.

DETECTI VE CARSON
A police escorted anbul ance wi ||
transport you back south tonorrow
nor ni ng.

Det ecti ve Carson notions toward the door.

DETECTI VE CARSON
There are two police officers
wai ting outside your room..plus
one nore in the |obby...that wll
be nonitoring you throughout the
night. | would reconmend not trying
anyt hi ng.

Det ective Carson begins to wal k toward the door. He stops
after a few steps and turns to face Tray.

DETECTI VE CARSON
You were w ong about one thing,
Tray. Soneone DI D survive.

TRAY
(pani cked)
What ?

DETECTI VE CARSON
James Sorenson is on his way hone
with his parents as we speak.
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TRAY
(pani cked)
No. That wasn’'t the agreenent!

Tray quickly glances at the window into the darkness before
he turns back to Detective Carson, terror spread across his
face.

TRAY
You have to get nme out of here!

DETECTI VE CARSON
You' re not goi ng anywhere until
t onorr ow nor ni ng, Danny.

Tray shakes his head in disbelief.

TRAY
No, you don’t understand! | can’t
stay here tonight!

DETECTI VE CARSON
Why not ?

TRAY
He' Il kill mel

DETECTI VE CARSON
You’ ve got two police officers
standi ng ri ght outside your door.
think you' Il be fine for one night.

Det ecti ve Carson noves toward the door

Tray panics and falls fromhis bed in an attenpt to reach
t he door.

TRAY
No! Pl ease, don't | eave ne here!

Det ecti ve Carson opens the door w thout |ooking back at Tray
and noves past Detective Jones. They both wal k down the
hal  way as Tray continues to scream

TRAY
Don't | eave ne here!

Both detectives continue to wal k down the hallway as two
doctors run past theminto Tray’s room
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EXT. FOREST - DAY

Adam Ashl ey, Janmes, and Samant ha wal k through the forest,
exhaustion stretched across their faces.

SAMANTHA
Adam we’ve been wal king all day.
We shoul d have been there already.

Adam turns in frustration toward Samant ha.

ADAM
(sarcastically)
Thank you, Sam for that AMAZI NG
observati on.

SAVANTHA
(agitated)
Look, | haven't said anything this
whol e tine, because YOU said you
coul d get us back to the parking
| ot.

Adam shakes his head as he turns and continues wal ki ng
t hrough the forest.

ADAM
First off, I didn’t say | could get
us back to the parking lot. | just

said that | could point us in the
right direction.

Samant ha throws her hands into the air.

SAVANTHA
(sarcastically)
Ch, well great. I'’m SO gl ad t hat
you' re clarifying that now

Adam Ashl ey, James, and Samantha enter a clearing next to a
steep cliff.

Adam st ops wal ki ng as he carefully anal yzes the clearing.
Ashl ey, Janes, and Samantha al so carefully | ook around the
cl eari ng.

SAVANTHA
(confused)
What are we doi ng here, Adan?

Several seconds pass in silence.
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ADAM
How much tine do we have before
sunset ?

Samant ha gl ances down at her watch.

SAMANTHA
About three hours, why?

Adamturns to face the rest of the group.

ADAM
We can spend the next three hours
continuing to look for the parking
| ot or we can stay here and set a
trap for this thing that’s going to
start hunting us in a matter of
hours.

ASHLEY
| just want to get Jimmy out of
this forest.

ADAM
| know, Ash, | know. | want all of
us to nake it off this nountain
alive, too, but if we spend the
next three hours | ooking for the
parking lot and we can’t find it,
then we won’t have nmuch of a chance
when that thing cones | ooking for
us.

SAMVANTHA
What do you nean "t hing?"

ADAM
(hesitating)
W' re being hunted by some kind
of . .. ani nmal

SAVANTHA
Ckay, so if we can’t find the
parking lot in two hours, then
we' || spend the remaining daylight
finding a suitable hiding spot. It
couldn’t find us last night.

ADAM
We were |ucky |ast night.
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ASHLEY
What do you nean?

Adam stares at Samant ha, Ashley, and Janes in silence.
FLASHBACK - EXT. CAVE - N GHT

Ashl ey, Janes, and Samantha |lay on the hard ground near the
back of the cave.

Adam sits with his back against the wall, his head bobbi ng
as he attenpts to stay awake.

Adam gl ances to the side for a brief second as he quietly
adj usts the bl anket draped across Ashley. Wen he gl ances
back toward the nouth of the cave, a dark figure stands
sil houetted by the |ight.

Adam freezes as he stares at the creature.

The creature does not npbve for several seconds, but then
takes a couple steps into the cave.

Adam quietly grips the hilt of his hunting knife and
clenches the handle in his fist as perspiration begins to
trickle down his forehead.

The creature slowy crouches, remaining still for severa
seconds. The dark figure emanates a qui et WH NE, which
reverberates off the walls of the cave.

Adam who had quietly slipped under his own bl anket, now
lays with his eyes peeking fromunderneath the bl anket. The
hunting knife lays close to his face.

The creature stares into the darkness of the cave for
several seconds before it emts another quiet WH NE, which
reverberates off the walls of the cave again

Adam does not nove as his eyes dart from Ashl ey, Janmes, and
Samant ha.

After several seconds sitting in silence, the creature
stands and returns to the nouth of the cave.

The creature scurries quickly into the pouring rain and
di sappears into the nearby forest.

Adam continues to | ay under his blanket, his hand visibly
shaki ng as he puts down his hunting knife.

BACK TO PRESENT DAY
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Adam Ashl ey, Janes, and Samantha stand in the clearing near
the cliff. Ashley, Janes, and Samantha stand in silence for
several seconds.

SAVANTHA
And you were planning on sharing
this information with us when?

ADAM
It wasn’t inportant until now.

SAMVANTHA
What do you nean it wasn’t
i nportant until now?

ADAM
Sam | ook at Ash.

Ash | ooks visibly terrified.

ADAM
Now you tell nme why | didn't say
anyt hi ng.

ASHLEY

Wy didn’t you wake any of us?

ADAM
(hesitating)
| froze. If that thing would have
attacked, | wouldn’t have been able
to hel p anyone.

ASHLEY
So why didn’t this thing attack us
t hen?

ADAM

| don’t think it could see us.

SAMANTHA
This thing is obviously nocturnal
and it can’t see in the dark?

ADAM
| don’t think it sees the sane way
we do.

Adam Ashl ey, Janes, and Sanantha stand in silence for
several seconds as they process this information.
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SAVANTHA
Sound?
ASHLEY
What ?
SAVANTHA
Was it using the sound to find us?
ADAM

But we weren’t maki ng any noi se.
Al of you were asleep and | was
noti onl ess.

SAMANTHA
Not "hearing" the sound, but using
the vibration of the sound to see.

The entire group stands in silence as they reflect on
Samant ha’ s comment s.

ASHLEY
That woul d make sense.

SAVANTHA
It rains up here quite frequently
and that would definitely give this
t hi ng the advant age when hunting at
ni ght.

ADAM
| think it’s also using the trees
to nove through the forest. Wen we
were | ooking for Dane two nights
ago, there was a blood trai
| eading to a nearby tree close to
where we found his shoe.

SAMANTHA
So what are you proposing we do?

ADAM
I"’mtired of running. I'mtired of
waiting for this thing to finish us
of f.

Adam gl ances around the clearing.

ADAM
There are fewtrees in this area.
If we can force it into the
clearing, we may be able to force
it off the cliff.
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Adam wal ks to the edge of the cliff and peers into the sharp
rocks bel ow.

ADAM
There’s a 300 foot drop off this
| edge and there’s no way that thing
can survive the drop.

Ashl ey, Janes, and Samant ha contenpl ate their options for
several seconds.

SAVANTHA
| don’t know, Adam | nean do you
really think the four of us can
take this thing head on?

ADAM
W have a few knives and we stil
have your firearm

SANVANTHA
| know that, but still, it doesn't
seem ..

ADAM

(interrupting)
Sam please, for once in your life
trust that sonmeone el se has a
better plan than you do.

Samant ha stares at Adam for a brief second.

ADAM
Pl ease, Sam

SAMANTHA
What do you need us to do?

MONTACGE - ADAM ASHLEY, SAMANTHA, AND JAMES CONSTRUCT A TRAP

--Ashl ey and Janes retrieve several branches, twi gs, and dry
kindling fromthe forest.

--Adam uses a small hatchet to dig a small trench around a
section of the clearing.

--Samant ha constructs sone kind of man-shaped figure using
sone of Adam s cl othes. She then renoves the broken cel
phone from her pocket and carefully inspects the cracked
screen.

--Adam pull's two containers of lighter fluid fromhis
backpack. He opens the containers and pours the liquid into
the newy dug trench.
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--Samantha retrieves two small kerosene tanks from her
backpack. She opens the tanks and begins to pour kerosene
into the trench

--Ashl ey and Janes drop several wood chips into the trench
on top of the flammble fl uids.

END MONTAGE

Adam gl ances at the sky as the sun is beginning to set over
the forest.

ADAM
Are we al nost done?

SAVANTHA
| think we got it.

Adam turns to Ashl ey.

ADAM
You have both sets of car keys,
right?
ASHLEY
Yes.
ADAM
Remenber, don't...
ASHLEY
...nmove until you signal.
ADAM
(smling)

Ri ght .

Adam and Ashl ey stare at each other in silence for severa
seconds.

ADAM
You know | | ove you, right?

ASHLEY
Yeah.

Adam ki sses Ashl ey on the forehead.
ADAM

Keep Janes close to you, but run as
fast as you can.
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ASHLEY
Ve wll.

Adam turns to Sanmant ha.

ADAM
Alright, Sam Let’s suit up.

EXT. FOREST - N GHT

The clearing next to the cliff is quiet, except for the soft
sound of crickets in the nearby forest.

Ashl ey | ays under a bl anket covered with branches and tw gs
close to the cliff. Janes |ays under the bl anket close

besi de her as they both peer into the clearing lit by the
noonl i ght .

Close to the cliff stands a notionl ess nan-shaped figure.

Ashl ey peers along the tree line close to the clearing. The
forest remains quiet as she pulls Janmes close to her

Somewhere else in the clearing, Samant ha watches the near by
tree line, carefully watching for any form of novenent.

Adam al so | ays notionl ess sonmewhere in the clearing as he
prepares for the attack.

Suddenly the broken cell phone emanates a ring tone, which
is attached to the man-shaped figure standing in the
cl eari ng.

As the phone rings, Adanis eyes carefully analyze the nearby
tree Iine. The phone rings for several seconds and then
ceases, but nothing noves in the forest.

Samantha | ets out a quiet sigh as she waits in silence.

Suddenly, she hears soft novenent in the clearing behind
her.

Adami s gaze turns in Samantha’s direction as a dark figure
quietly energes fromthe nearby forest and crouches in the
tall grass.

Adamis hand quietly tightens around the spear laying by his
si de.

The dark figure al nost disappears in the tall grass as it
slowy noves into the clearing closer to the man-shaped
figure.
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Adami s eyes widen as he realizes the creature i s noving
directly in Samantha’ s direction.

Samant ha does not nove as she can hear the soft shuffle of
the creature noving through the tall grass behind her. She
attenpts to control her breathing as the creature noves

cl oser to her.

Samant ha peers to the side to find the creature crouched
right next to her in the tall grass.

Samant ha covers her nouth as the creature lays still in the
grass next to her for several seconds before it continues
nmovi ng through the clearing.

Adamslowy retrieves a lighter fromhis pocket as the
creature noves within 10 feet of the man nade fi gure.

Suddenly, the creature attacks the man-shaped fi gure;
crushing the diversion into the ground.

Adam qui ckly turns and lights the trail behind him of
tinder, wood chips, bark, and dry kindling, which had been
doused with lighter fluid, kerosene, and propane earlier
that follows the previously dug trench.

The fire quickly spreads across the clearing, sealing the
creature in a wall of flames against the cliff.

Adam qui ckly junps from his hiding spot along the ground. He
is wearing his hooded sweatshirt covered and tied in
branches, twigs, and dirt as he clenches a spear in his
hands.

Samant ha al so qui ckly emerges from her hiding spot in the
clearing, also wearing a hooded sweatshirt and covered in
branches, twigs, and dirt. Both Adam and Samant ha are
trapped by the wall of flanes against the cliff with the
creature.

ADAM
Now, Ash!

Ashl ey and Janes, who were hiding under a canoufl aged
bl anket outside of the wall of flanes, now |leap fromtheir
hi di ng spot.

Ashl ey hesitates for a brief second before she grabs Janes’
hand and runs as fast as she can into the nearby forest.

The creature quickly tears the man-shaped figure in half and
turns to face Adam and Sanant ha.
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Samant ha begins to unload her pistol in the direction of the
creature.

One bullet connects with the creature’s shoulder as it
qui ckly noves in Adanmis direction.

Adam qui ckly lunges forward and drives the spear into the
creature’ s thigh

The creature emanates a high pitched WH NE as the spear
sinks deep into its thigh.

Adam retrieves another hunting knife fromhis belt and
swi ngs the sharp blade toward the creature’ s neck.

The creature quickly turns as the blade drives deep into its
back.

Adam feel s several sharp objects pierce his hand as the
bl ade buries into the creature’ s skin.

Adam wi nces in pain as the creature quickly backhands himin
t he chest, tossing himback several feet in the clearing;
nore sharp objects tearing at Adami s makeshift canoufl age.

Adam hits the ground with a THUD as Samantha fires shots at
the injured creature.

The creature turns its entire attention toward Samant ha as
the wall of flames continues to grow. The creature |unges at
Samant ha.

Samant ha quickly dives to the side to avoid the attack.

She flips over to shoot the creature again, but the chanber
is enpty when she pulls the trigger.

Samant ha qui ckly reaches into her pocket to retrieve the
ot her magazi ne.

The creature suddenly junps onto Sanant ha as she sl aps the
magazi ne into the pistol. Miltiple sharp objects pierce
Samantha’s skin as the nmassive figure |ands on her, the
CRACKI NG of several bones echoing through the clearing in
t he process.

Samant ha does not hesitate as she unloads the clip into the
creature crouched directly above her. Multiple bullets
pierce the creature’s chest.

The creature | eaps away from Samantha toward the cliff. Adam
charges fromthe opposite direction with another spear in
hand.



120.

Adam yell s as he drives the spear deep into the creature’s
neck and pushes the creature toward the cliff.

The creature desperately grabs the shaft of the spear as it
attenpts to pull the spear out of its neck. The creature
plants its foot against the edge of the cliff, successfully
stopping its novenent.

Adam ditches the spear and shoves his shoulder into the
creature’s chest; several sharp objects piercing his
shoul der and neck as he nakes contact with the creature.

The creature tunbles over the edge of the cliff, a |oud
WHI NE escaping its lips as it falls 300 feet into the rocks
bel ow.

Adam stares into the darkness bel ow, unable to see the
creature’s body laying on the rocks bel ow

Adam cl utches his neck as he drags hinself over to Samant ha.

Samant ha | ays on her back in the clearing as the wall of
flames continues to burn around them Samantha’s breathing
is very shall ow as Adam | ooks up and down her body. Bl ood
stains her entire chest area where the sharp objects pierced
her ski n.

Samant ha’ s entire body suddenly convul ses wildly as Adam
stares in shock. Her entire body arches and eventual |y goes

i nmp.

Adam sits quietly in the grass staring at Samant ha’s
Iifeless body for several seconds, blood staining his
clothes in nultiple areas where his skin was pierced by the
sharp objects protruding fromthe creature’ s skin.

He vomts into the grass as his vision begins to blur.

Adam hunches over in the clearing as his nuscles begin to
contract rapidly. He grabs his abdonmen as he experiences

i ntense and pai nful nuscle cranps.

Suddenly, his entire body straightens as intense pain
continues to course through his body. After several seconds,
Adami s body goes |inp.

Hi s breat hing becones nore and nore shallow as he | ays
notionless in the snoke covered clearing.

Rain begins to fall on Adamis |ifeless face.
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EXT. PARKI NG LOT NEAR THE FOREST - N GHT

A police helicopter starts its engine as it sits in the
m ddl e of a parking |lot near the forest.

Det ective Carson and Detective Jones crouch in the m ddl e of
10 police officers about 50 feet away, the map Detective
Carson received from Tomearlier spread on the ground in
front of him Several flashlights shine over his shoul der
onto the map.

DETECTI VE CARSON
W will land about 10 m | es east of
t he canpsite

Detective Carson points to the mddle of the circle
i ndi cati ng where every di sappearance has occurred over the
| ast several years.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Once we land, we’ Il have two hours
to conplete a thorough sweep of the
area. The helicopter will return to
the extraction point at exactly
4: 00 AM

Det ective Carson pauses for a brief second.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Now, just so we're all clear on
this, once we |and we all stay
t oget her.

PCLI CE OFFI CER #4
Woul dn’t we be able to cover
nore. . .

DETECTI VE CARSON
(interrupting)
We ALL stay together. Is that
under st ood?

POLI CE OFFI CER #4
Yes sir.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Alright, let’s nove.

Detective Carson stands as he folds the map and shoves it
into his pocket. The 10 police officers gather their
equi pnment and nmake their way toward the helicopter.

Detective Jones adjusts his bulletproof vest as he wal ks
toward the helicopter.
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Det ective Carson suddenly places his hand on his shoulder to
stop him Detective Jones turns to face Detective Carson.

DETECTI VE CARSON
You’' re not going.

DETECTI VE JONES

(angrily)
VWhat ! ?

DETECTI VE CARSON
| want you to go back to the police
station and wait...just in case
there’s any word on Bl ake Tanner.

DETECTI VE JONES

(angrily)
You seriously expect nme to sit this
one out!?

DETECTI VE CARSON
Yes.

Det ecti ve Jones shakes his head in disbelief as he turns to
| ook at the waiting helicopter.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Look, Nick, you re a danmm good
detective. | need sonmeone | can
count on back at the station if new
i nformati on cones in.

Det ective Jones shakes his head as he begins to renove his
bul | et proof vest.

DETECTI VE JONES
(pointing at Detective Carson)
You owe nme one.

Detective Jones wal ks past Detective Carson toward his car.
He stops and turns back to face Detective Carson.

DETECTI VE JONES
Just be careful out there.

Det ecti ve Jones continues toward his car. Detective Carson
makes his way to the helicopter.

Detective Carson quickly clinmbs into the helicopter with 10
police officers and slans the door shut.

The helicopter lifts fromthe parking | ot and begins to nove
over the forest.
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EXT. PARKI NG LOT NEAR THE TRAIL - DAY

Ashl ey and Janes wal k through the forest, fatigue apparent
on their faces.

Ashl ey stops to catch her breath for a brief second and
listen for any novenent in the nearby forest. The sun begins
to peak over the nmountain as she continues through the
forest.

Ashl ey suddenly stops wal king as she notices the sun
reflecting off of something through the trees down the
nount ai n.

Ashl ey’ s eyes widen with excitenent.

The sun is reflecting off of one of the car w ndshiel ds
sitting in the parking |ot.

ASHLEY
Jimy, we’'re al nost there!
Ashl ey grabs Janes’ armas she sprints down the hill through
t he woods.

Ashl ey and Janes energe fromthe forest onto the gravel
parking | ot where the cars wait.

Ashl ey tugs on Janmes’ arm as she sprints for her car

ASHLEY
Hurry, Jimmy, get in!

Janmes opens the passenger-side door as Ashley slides into
the driver-side seat.

Ashl ey funbles with the keys for a brief second as she
slides the key into the ignition. She attenpts to turn the
car on several times, but the car does not start.

ASHLEY
C non, ¢’ non. C npn start!

Ashl ey continues to attenpt to start the car, but the car is
unr esponsi ve.

JAMES
Wiy won’t it start?

ASHLEY

(angrily)
| don’t know, Ji nmy!
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Ashl ey stops trying to get the car started. She gl ances over
at James, who is now staring at the fl oor.

ASHLEY
Sorry, | didn’t nean to yell at
you. |’ve just never had a probl em

with this car before.

Ashley sits silently for a brief second as she stares at the
st eeri ng wheel .

ASHLEY
Jimy, stay in the car for a
second. | need to check the engine.

Ashl ey quickly glances around into the nearby forest as she
noves fromthe driver-side door and lifts the hood of the
Land Rover.

Ashl ey finds several wires in the engi ne have been cut.

She checks the tires to find that every tire has been
sl ashed.

Ashl ey gl ances over at Samantha' s and Chris’ cars to find
that all tires have been sl ashed.

Tears begin to trail down Ashley’s face.

ASHLEY
(whi spering to herself)
Dam you, Tray.

Ashl ey wi pes the tears away from her cheeks as she quickly
noves to Janmes’ door, which she opens.

JAVES
What’ s wrong, Ash?

Ashl ey grabs Janmes’ armand pulls himfromthe car.

ASHLEY
C non, Jimmy. We have to run a
l[ittle further...just down the road
to find help.

Janes attenpts to fall in step with Ashley as he' s dragged
t hrough the gravel parking |ot.

JAMVES
|’mso tired, Ash.
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ASHLEY
| know, Jimy, | know Just a
l[ittle further and | prom se we'l]l
find help.

Ashl ey and Janmes wal k down the road away fromthe parking
| ot.

| NT. RANGER STATI ON - DAY

Ashl ey and Janes turn a corner as they cone into view of a
ranger station. Ashley quickly grabs James’ arm and goes
running for the station.

She bangs on the front door desperately.

ASHLEY
Hel I o! ? Hell o, please help us!

Ashl ey continues to pound on the door and attenpts to turn
t he door handle to get into the ranger station.

ASHLEY
Pl ease, we need hel p! Please! Is
there anyone in there!?

Suddenly, Bl ake’s voice can be heard from somewhere within
t he station.

BLAKE (Q S.)
Hel | 0?

Bl ake opens the front door. He stares at Ashley and Janes
for a brief second before a smle stretches across his face.

BLAKE
Hel | o! How was the hike?

ASHLEY
They need hel p!

Ashl ey wal ks past Bl ake, pulling Janmes into the ranger
station in the process.

BLAKE
Who needs hel p?

ASHLEY
We need to call the police.

Ashl ey qui ckly | ooks around the room
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ASHLEY
|s there a phone in here?

BLAKE
(notioning behind him
| just have a radio in the back
room Gve ne a second and 1’1
grab it.

Bl ake turns to exit the roomas Janes tugs at Ashley’'s arm
attenpting to pull her toward the exit.

JAMES
Pl ease can we just |eave?

Ashl ey kneel s down besi de Janes.

ASHLEY
What’s wong, Jinmmy?

Ashl ey suddenly feels an armtighten around her neck as she
is pulled fromthe floor.

Ashl ey quickly plants her feet on the ground and shoves her
attacker into the desk behind them

The attacker briefly |oosens his grip around her neck.

Ashl ey quickly retrieves one of the pocket knives from her
pocket. She quickly flips the blade open and jabs the knife
deep into her attacker’s |eg.

The attacker shoves her toward the floor as he grabs the
area where the knife cut him

Ashl ey turns around to find Blake clutching his left thigh
as he wnces in pain. She quickly pulls herself fromthe
gr ound.

ASHLEY
Run, Janes!

As Ashley attenpts to run, she feels the hard hand of Bl ake
grab her shoul der.

ASHLEY
Run!

Ashley is thrown into the nearby wall. Picture franes
shatter against the floor as Ashl ey bounces off the wall
onto the floor with a THUD, the pocket knife falling from
her hand. She | ays notionless on the floor of the ranger
station.
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Bl ake turns to | ook at Janes, who has already exited the
ranger station and is running across the parking lot into
t he nearby forest.

Bl ake winces in pain as he peers down at his injured | eg.
He quietly renoves his jacket and bandages his | eg. Bl ake
turns his attention to Ashley laying notionless on the

fl oor.

Bl ake crouches down over her body.

BLAKE
(shaki ng hi s head)
|’msorry, child. I’"mso sorry that

it has to be this way.

| NT. HOSPI TAL - N GHT

Tray lays in his hospital bed, curled in a fetal position as
he gazes through the window into the darkness. Tears stream
down his face. The lights are off in his room

TRAY

(si ngi ng)
Ri ng around the rosy...

The clock on the wall reads "2:59 AM"

TRAY

(si ngi ng)
...a pocket full of posies...

The second hand on the clock is about to strike "3:00 AM"

TRAY

(singing)
...ashes, ashes, we all fall...

The cl ock strikes "3:00 AM"

TRAY

(singing)
... down.

Several seconds pass in silence as Tray stares into the
dar kness.

TRAY
(singing)
Ri ng around the rosy, a pocket ful
of posies...
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Tray turns his back to the window, terror stretched across
his face.

TRAY

(si ngi ng)
...ashes, ashes. we all fall...

Tray hesitates for a brief second as he closes his eyes.

TRAY

(singing)
... down.

Suddenly, a dark figure crashes through the hospital room
W ndow.

Tray lays notionless in his bed, his back still turned
toward the nonstrous figure.

The two police officers who were stationed outside Tray’s
room qui ckly rush in.

Their eyes rest on the dark figure silhouetted by the |ight
outside the building. They hesitate for a brief second
before they both open fire on the creature.

The dark figure quickly noves around the roomas it attenpts
to dodge the gunfire.

A stray bullet strikes a piece of hospital equipnent, which
starts a fire. The fire alarm sounds as the sprinklers
ignite in the room

The creature suddenly rushes the two police officers.

The dark figure deflects one police officer’s gun as the
police officer fires and is tossed through the door into the
hal | way, where several nedical personnel rush through the
hal | s desperately attenpting to evacuate other patients from
t he buil ding. The deflected shot strikes Tray in the chest.

The other police officer is slamed against the wall as
mul tiple sharp objects pierce his body.

He is suspended in the air for a brief second before the
nonstrous figure drops his broken body to the floor.

The dark figure turns and stands at the foot of the bed
where Tray lays bleeding fromthe bullet wound in his chest.

Tray breathes heavily as he turns to | ook at the creature,
bl ood stream ng between his fingers onto the bed.
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TRAY
(smling)
| knew you woul d cone.

Tray attenpts to sit upright in his bed, but falls back into
the bed; his hand clutching his chest.

TRAY
Pl ease. Pl ease don’'t |eave ne here
al one. Who’s going to help you?
Who's going to bring themto you?

Tray stares at the creature for several seconds as though he
is listening to a response.

TRAY
You were ny friend. My only friend.
| woul d’ ve done anything for you.

Tray slowy lays his head back against the wall as his eyes
roll toward the ceiling.

TRAY
Pl ease don't let ne die al one.

The nonstrous figure slowy turns and grabs the fallen
police officer’s body fromthe ground. It then noves toward
the window. Tray’s eyes begin to gl oss over.

TRAY
Pl ease...don’'t... | eave...

The creature exits the window carrying the police officer’s
body; only visible for a brief second as it passes through
the [ight emanating fromthe hospital

TRAY
. e,

The fire sprinklers continue to rain on Tray's lifeless
body.

EXT. CAVERN - NI GHT

Ashl ey awakens in a dark cavern, duct tape strapped across
her nmouth. She is unable to see anything as she glances into
t he surroundi ng darkness. She attenpts to nove her arns, but
her arnms and | egs have been bound.

Ashl ey spends several seconds attenpting to reach her tied
hand into her pocket. She finally manages to retrieve the
second smal |l pocket knife from her pocket.
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Ashl ey attenpts to see through the darkness as she quietly
opens the bl ade and begins to saw t hrough the duct tape
bi ndi ng her wri sts.

After several seconds of cutting, Ashley frees her hands.
She quickly cuts the duct tape binding her ankles.

Ashl ey continues to stare into the darkness as she frees her
ankl es and carefully renoves the duct tape covering her
nout h.

She sits quietly in the dark cavern, hearing nothing as she
waits for several seconds.

Ashl ey begins to nove quietly along the rock wall of the
cavern.

She noves al ong the cavern wall for several steps when her
f oot suddenly bunps sonething on the ground.

Ashl ey crouches and quietly reaches into the surrounding
darkness. She hesitates slightly as she carefully exam nes
the object with her hands.

Ashl ey touches the cold, lifeless features of a human body.

She qui ckly stands as she cups her hand over her nouth.
Tears stream down Ashley’'s face as she attenpts to regain
her conposure.

She carefully steps over the dead body as she continues to
wal k al ong the cavern wall. Ashley seens to walk quietly
along the rock wall for an hour before she feels sone kind
of small tunnel about waist high exiting the cavern.

Ashl ey carefully clinbs into the small tunnel and craw s
into the darkness. She crawls for about 20 feet until she
turns a corner and notices a faint |light emanating fromthe
end of the tunnel about 100 feet in front of her.

Ashl ey begins to crawl faster up the tunnel. She makes it
about 20 nore feet when she hears qui et novenent in the
tunnel ahead of her.

She gl ances toward the end of the tunnel as sonething is
pushed into the tunnel. In the soft glow of the night sky,
Ashl ey al so sees a dark figure pushing the object into the
tunnel .

Ashl ey’ s eyes wi den as she quietly noves back down the
tunnel . As she quickly noves backward, she can hear the
creature comng closer to her in the tunnel as it pushes the
obj ect down the shaft toward her
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As Ashl ey rounds the corner in the tunnel, she feels a snal
al cove carved in the tunnel wall. She quickly clinbs into
the al cove, a small rock breaking fromthe tunnel wall as
she positions herself.

The small rock falls into the tunnel |eading to the cavern.

The creature stops pushing the object down the shaft for a
brief second as it listens for any further novenent.

Ashl ey cups her hand over her nmouth in an effort to contro
her breat hi ng.

After a few seconds, the creature continues pushing the
obj ect down the shaft.

Ashl ey holds her breath as the object and creature nove past
her nestled in the alcove. Through the darkness, she is
barely able to recognize that the object the creature is
pushing is a human body; the reflective surface of the
police officer’s badge giving off a soft glowin the

dar kness.

Ashl ey turns away fromthe tunnel as the creature pushes the
body forward. After several seconds, she hears the body hit
the cavern floor with a THUD. She hears the creature enter
the cavern as well.

She waits a couple mnutes as the creature noves the police
of ficer’s body around the cavern. Ashley clinbs fromthe

al cove and quietly makes her way up the shaft. Ashley
carefully rounds the corner in the tunnel, the soft |ight of
t he ni ght sky gl eam ng ahead of her.

Ashl ey quietly ascends up the shaft, the quiet novements of
the creature in the cavern behind her. She is about 30 feet
away fromthe end of the tunnel when Ashley reaches ahead of
her and grabs a stone protruding fromthe cave wall. As she
pull's herself up the shaft, the rock suddenly pulls | oose
fromthe rock wall and rolls down the shaft. Ashley slips
slightly, her feet grinding on the tunnel floor as she
attenpts to catch herself.

She hears the creature suddenly emanate a brief WHINE as it
ceases noving in the cavern below. Ashley remai ns notionl ess
in the shaft as she listens intently for any novenent from
the creature. Ashley is about to resune clinbing when she
suddenly hears the creature quickly noving through the
tunnel behi nd her.

She qui ckly ascends the remaining 30 feet of the tunnel.
Rocks slide behind her as she scranbles up the shaft as fast
as she can.
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Ashl ey can hear the creature noving quickly up the shaft
behi nd her as she grasps the end of the tunnel. She quickly
pull's herself into the night sky.

She rolls down a snmall hill before junping to her feet and
sprinting into the nearby forest. She hears the creature
release a loud WHINE as it exits the tunnel about 50 feet
behi nd her.

Ashl ey panics as she hears the creature quickly noving
t hrough the forest behind her.

ASHLEY
HELP!

The creature is gaining on her as she attenpts to sprint
t hrough the dark forest.

ASHLEY
HELP!

Ashl ey suddenly hits a hill and begins to descend at an
uncontrol |l abl e rate. She quickly | oses her footing and
begins to roll down the hill, the creature still closing in
behi nd her.

Ashl ey connects with a massive rock laying at the bottom of
the hill, knocking the wind out of her. She coughs as she
gl ances up the hill to see the creature quickly noving
toward her. The creature is barely visible in the soft
nmoonl i ght, but is only 30 feet away from her.

Ashl ey freezes as the creature quickly closes the gap
bet ween t hem

20 feet.
10 feet.
Ashl ey cl oses her eyes.

Suddenly, the | oud sound of gunfire causes Ashley to cover
her ears and bury her head against the cold rock. She can
hear several people shouting as they continue to fire.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Keep firing! Don’t stop until that
t hi ng drops!

The sea of gunfire seans to |ast for several m nutes.
Finally, the forest is quiet again, except for the distant
echo of the gunfire.
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Ashl ey carefully lifts her head to | ook at the still outline
of the creature laying only five feet in front of her. The
creature’s chest continues to nove as its breaths becone
nmore and nore shal | ow.

Ashl ey lays still as Detective Carson steps between her and
the creature, his gun still pointed at the dark figure
laying in the grass.

Det ecti ve Carson stands notionless for a brief second before
firing one last bullet into the creature’s head.

He quietly turns and hel ps Ashley to her feet.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Ashl ey?

Ashl ey nmanages a nod.

DETECTI VE CARSON
VWhere are the others?

Ashl ey shakes her head as she suddenly collapses to the
ground. Three police officers quickly grab her and begin to
carry her through the forest.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Let’s get her back to the
hel i copter.

POLI CE OFFI CER #4
(notioning toward the

creature)
Sir, what do we do about...that
t hi ng?

DETECTI VE CARSON
Leave it. It’s not goi ng anywhere.

Det ective Carson and the other police officers disappear
into the darkness of the forest as they carry Ashley to the
hel i copt er.

They enter a clearing as the helicopter begins its descent
above them

Suddenly, Detective Carson’s radio bursts to life. He
quickly retrieves the radio fromhis belt.

DETECTI VE CARSON
This is Carson
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Detective Carson attenpts to listen to the voice on the
ot her end, but is unable to nmake it out over the sound of
t he descendi ng helicopter.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Say again!?

Detective Carson is only able to hear the word "Jones" over
t he sound of the helicopter.

DETECTI VE CARSON
Nick, | can hardly hear you! W
have Ashl ey Sorenson! W' Il be at
the police station in 30 m nutes!

Detective Carson returns the radio to his belt as he quickly
clinmbs into the helicopter and slans the door.

The helicopter quickly clinbs as it noves over the forest.

| NT. POLI CE STATION - N GHT

Detective Jones stares at the police station radio in
frustration.

Tomsits quietly across the table from Detective Jones.

TOM
What did he say?

DETECTI VE JONES
They have Ashl ey Sorenson. They’ |
be here in about 30 m nutes.

Detective Jones sits back in his chair, a |loud creak echoing
t hrough the room as he rubs his forehead.

DETECTI VE JONES
What did they say at the hospital ?

TOM
They checked the surveill ance
tapes. They said you'll want to
take a | ook at them when you get

t here.

Det ective Jones stops rubbing his forehead as he | ooks
directly at Tom

DETECTI VE JONES
Anyt hi ng interesting?

Tom hesitates briefly, his eyes resting on the table.
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TOM
(confused)
They nentioned sonet hi ng about
an...animal exiting the buil ding?

Tom | ooks across the table at Detective Jones.

TOM
Does that nean anything to you?

Det ecti ve Jones stands fromhis chair and retrieves his
j acket from a nearby coat rack

DETECTI VE JONES
|’ mgoing to head to the hospital
mysel f and get that ness sorted
out. Ryan isn’t going to be happy
when he hears that Daniel was
killed by one of two dead police
of ficers.

TOM
What would you like nme to tell Ryan
when he arrives?

DETECTI VE JONES
Just bring himup to speed and tel
himto call me on ny cell phone
when he has a chance.

Detective Jones wal ks toward the exit as he throws his
j acket over his shoul ders.

TOM
Oh, | alnost forgot.

Det ecti ve Jones stops wal king and turns to face Tom as Tom
retrieves a bl ack, worn sketchbook fromw thin a stack of
papers he was carrying.

DETECTI VE JONES
VWhat is that?

TOM

Janmes’ sketchbook. | guess he left
it in the observation room after
nmeeting with the psychol ogist. |
bunped into her as she was | eaving
and she requested that | turn it
into Ryan when | see him..but I

m ght as well give it you while
you' re here.
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DETECTI VE JONES
Just set in on ny desk on your way
out. I'll make sure we get it back
to Janes when we have a chance.

Det ective Jones buttons his jacket as he thinks to hinself.

DETECTI VE JONES
Speaki ng of which, 1'Il call the
Sorensons on ny way to the hospital
and |l et them know they found
Ashl ey.

TOM
Sounds good. Make sure you take an
unbrella with you. It |ooked as
t hough it was going to rain.

Det ecti ve Jones nods and exits the room

Tom stands fromhis chair and collects the paperwork he was
carrying. He pauses briefly as he stares at the worn, black
sket chbook sitting on the desk.

He quietly sets the papers down and retrieves the sketchbook
fromthe desk. Tom casually thunbs through pages of
di fferent sketches.

A small smle stretches across Tonis face as he inspects the
di fferent drawi ngs of people and cars. He pauses as he turns
to a specific page in the sketchbook. Tomi s eyes narrow as
he anal yzes the drawi ng careful ly.

The sketch is of a little boy, presumably Janes, standing
next to a creature-like figure.

JAMVES (V. Q)
That’s nmy friend Rory.
ADAM (V. Q)
He’s a friend at school ?
JAMVES (V. Q)
No. | wusually hang out with him

after school

| NT. SORENSON RESI DENCE - N GHT

CEORGE SORENSON stands in the dark kitchen, a cordless phone
pressed tightly to his cheek as rain pounds agai nst the

ki tchen window. His wife, KIMBERLY SORENSON, stands in the
kitchen doorway, listening intently as she pulls the |apels
of her robe together.



137.

GEORGE
Thank you so nmuch Detective Jones
for letting us know. 1’|l be there

as soon as | can.

CGeorge hangs up the phone as he turns to |l ook at Kinberly.
They briefly stare at each other in silence.

Kl MBERLY
Ashl ey?

A small smile pulls at the corner of George’s nouth as his
eyes begin to water.

GEORGE
They found her. She’s alive.

Ki mberly qui ckly paces across the kitchen and enbraces
George, tears stream ng down her face.

Kl MBERLY
Thank God she’s alright.

CGeorge pulls away to |l ook directly at Kinberly, his hand
gently caressing her cheek.

GEORGE
Tell Jimy they found Ash. |’'m
going to throw sonme cl othes on and
head down there.

Ki nberly nods as she turns to exit the kitchen, w ping away
tears as she wal ks.

She qui ckly wal ks down the hallway to Janes’ room and gently
opens the door. A quizzical |ook crosses her face.

Janes stands in the mddle of his roomas he stares at the
rain pouring down outside his w ndow.

Ki nberly noves to stand directly behind him

Kl MBERLY
What’s wong, Jinmy?

JAMES
He i s com ng.

KI MBERLY
Who is com ng, Jimy?
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JAMES
He likes the rain

Kl MBERLY
VWho |i kes the rain?

Janes quietly turns to face Kinberly.

JAMVES
It makes it easier to hunt.

Kinmberly startles as a | oud CRASH occurs downstairs.

EXT. SORENSON RESI DENCE - N GHT

Rai n pours on the Sorenson residence as George suddenly
screans from sonewhere in the hone. Kinberly also screans
after several seconds. The dark house sits quietly as the
front door slowy opens.

Janes exits the house and casually wal ks to the end of the
driveway, his eyes following the ground in front of him

He stops as he reaches the street. Janes stands notionl ess
staring at the road, his hair and pajanmas drenched by the
rain. A pair of headlights suddenly illum nate Janes. Janes
slowy turns to look directly at the headlights.

An ol d, gray pick-up truck sits quietly along the road.
James stares at the truck briefly before approaching the
vehi cl e. He opens the passenger-side door and clinbs into
t he cab.

James sits notionless as he peers through the w ndshi el d.

Bl ake sits behind the steering wheel, a snmall smle pulling
at the corner of his nmouth. Blake quietly turns the truck on
and shifts into gear.

Several seconds pass in silence as Bl ake drives down the
r oad.

BLAKE
You're going to like where we're
goi ng, Janes.

BLAKE
(shaki ng his head)
It’s a shanme Danny won’t be able to
join us, though. | guess he just
couldn’t cut it.

Bl ake drives in silence as Janes stares through the
wi ndshi el d.
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BLAKE
Do you like nusic?

Janes does not respond.

BLAKE
Let's listen to sone nusic.

Bl ake turns the radio on. He swtches the channel nultiple
times before stopping on a station playing a childish
version of RING AROUND A ROSY. Bl ake listens to the song as
he drives. Janes stares through the wi ndshield, both sitting
in silence as they listen to the song.

MONTACE - ASHLEY LEAVES THE FOREST

--Detective Carson waps a thick bl anket around Ashl ey
riding in the helicopter. He pulls her close as she shakes
uncontrol | ably.

--Detective Carson peers out the wi ndow of the helicopter
into the forest bel ow

--A sliver of noonlight penetrates the rocky ceiling of the
creature’s cavern.

--Adani s notionl ess body, the body Ashley touched earlier in
t he darkness, is seen briefly as the noonlight passes over
his face and di sappears.

END MONTAGE

Bl ake drives as he listens to the radio, a small smle
pul ling at the corner of his nouth.

BLAKE
| like this song.

Bl ake drives down the rain-covered road as the song
continues to play.

THE END



