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FADE IN:

EXT. DESERT - DAY

Jesus is standing on a flat rock about as high as a coffee table facing the disciples          who all have name tags pinned to their robes.
        JESUS
                      My disciples, the time has finally come that I must leave you

DISCIPLES

Aw.

JESUS

Fret not. I am confident that you will cope without me.

MATHEW

[Quietly]                              

We sure as hell couldn't cope with ya.

JESUS

I must now return to heaven from where I came.

MARK

[Quietly]                         

About time.

JESUS (CONTD)

To sit on the right hand side of my father.

Jesus stretches his left hand sideways. The disciples giggle.

LUKE

Your other right.

JESUS

Oh.

Jesus corrects himself.

JESUS

I must return now.

Jesus levitates.

DISCIPLES

Ooh. Wow. Aah.

[Under their breaths]                                                        

Show off.                

JESUS

It saddens me to leave you.

DISCIPLES

We're sad too. Really sad. I'm messed up inside.  I'm about to cry for the first time in my adult life.

JESUS

But return I must. To sit on the right hand side of my father as I mentioned earlier. I leave full of confidence that you will continue the work according to my teachings. You are all men of great discipline and dedication. I knew this even before I chose you as my apostles.

JOHN

[Quietly]                        

Are we disciples or apostles?  Why can't he make up his mind?

JESUS

Did I mention that I'm sad to be leaving?

DISCIPLES

Yeah. At least twice now.

JESUS

I am. Really I am. But this is the way it is meant to be. This is all part of God's grand plan. But the good part of it is that as part of that plan, I will return soon.

PETER

[Quietly]                         

When he says soon, how soon is he talking? 3 to 4 years? 300 to 400 years.

BARTHOLOMEW

Hopefully, 3,000 to 4,000 years.

JESUS

You disciples must not remain together after my departure. You must separate and take the gospel to all the corners of the world. Gospel means good news. Take the gospel to the east, Take it to the west. Take it to the north. Take it to the south.

Jesus is now so high up the disciples can see under his robe. They all suddenly look at the ground.

DISCIPLES

Oh. Damn. That's just nasty. That's just wrong. I wish I hadn't seen that.

PAUL

Would it kill this man to wear underwear once in a while? Especially on a day like this.

JESUS

Brothers please keep your eyes on me.

PAUL

Um, we'd love to but the sun you know?  It's so bright. But keep talking, we can hear you.

JESUS

You say the sun is too bright?

DISCIPLES

Yeah.  It's blinding.

Jesus snaps his fingers and the sun's intensity reduces.

JESUS

You can look up now.

The disciples look up reluctantly.

PHILIP

Just try to ignore it.

JAMES

It's right there. Peter you have a big head. Cock block me.

James tries to position Peter's head to block his view. Peter resists.

PETER

Leave me alone.

JESUS

You will be persecuted for preaching the gospel. People will test your loyalty to me. But never give up. No matter what you go through, know that whenever you call on me I will be there. This is my promise to you because I love you - no homo. Use the knowledge that...

A bird gets in Jesus' face and he beats it away.

JESUS

Use the knowledge that...

The bird comes back and Jesus beats it away.

JESUS

Use the knowledge that I have 
The bird comes back and Jesus beats it away. He shoots lightning from his finger at the bird. The bird's feathers disappear. It squawks as it falls from the sky.

JESUS

Use the knowledge that I have imparted in you to surmount your challenges. If you do as I have instructed< you will have no problems. Any questions/\?
                                                                Andrew raises his hand

ANDREW

I have a question.

The others look at Andrew with disbelief. Jesus halts his ascension.

JESUS

Yes Andrew?

ANDREW

Are you really levitating or do you just have really good hang time?

JESUS

I am levitating. Ascending up to heaven to sit on the right hand side of my father.

Jesus stretches his left hand sideways but quickly corrects it to his right.

ANDREW

Oh, okay.

Jesus resumes his ascension.

JESUS

Any other questions?

Andrew raises his hand.

The other disciples cannot believe this guy. Jesus halts his ascension  

JESUS

Yes, Andrew?

ANDREW

Could I also do this? Levitate like you?

JESUS

With faith you can achieve anything.

ANDREW

Faith. Okay.

Jesus resumes his ascension

JESUS

Any more questions?

Andrew raises his hand to ask a question.

THOMAS

[Quietly to Andrew]                                                

Ask one more question and you'll have to levitate to escape a major ass whipping.

The disciples look threateningly at Andrew. Andrew smiles and waves at Jesus.

JESUS

Alright then. In the absence of any more questions I take my leave of you.

Jesus disappears behind a cloud.

JOHN

Is he gone?

MATHEW

I don't know.

MARK

I think he's gone.

THOMAS

He's gone. He's gone!

The disciples start to dance and screaming. Jesus reappears from behind the cloud .The disciples stop dancing but each of them is still moving something. They're either tapping a foot, moving a finger, moving a wrist or nodding.

JESUS

Today marks the end of a chapter. But it also marks the start of a new one. I wish you all good luck, no I bless you. Bless you all and good luck. Goodbye

A bright light appears in the sky. Jesus waves and disappears into it.

The disciples are at first unsure of what to do. They stare at one another questioningly. Then all at the same time, they start to celebrate, dancing and screaming. They take out bottles of champagne from under their robes.

JAMES
It's not like I didn't like the guy.

JOHN

I loved him. He was a great guy. He was just a holy pain in the butt.

DISCIPLES

Yeah.

LUKE

What really killed me was how he answered questions. I hated asking him questions. I never got a straight answer. Parables, parables, all those parables. One more parable and I would've lost it.

PHILIP

I know how you feel

BARTHOLOMEW

Before I met him I was a model citizen Now, I got the Roman army on my ass. I got warrants in 5 states now.

PHILIP

We can all relate to that.

PETER

I want to propose a toast

The disciples raise their bottles.

PETER

To the future. A future without complicated parables. One without ducking the law. And one without long ass treks through the hot frigging desert when we could easily have got us some horses with the snap of a finger.

MARK
I'll drink to that.

The Disciples pop bottles and celebrate

THE END
