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Episode One

fade in:

EXT.WOODS.midday
Sho Jin is running through sparse woods.  He comes to a crest and looks into the valley below.  Mist swirls through part of the thick forest.  He pauses with one hand on a near by tree to catch his breath.
INT.WARLORDS HUT.DAWN 

Sho Jin is kneeling before Warlord, armor donned, who is seated on a raised dais.
Warlord

Of my commanders Sho Jin you are far the newest to be raised, but I have a mission I fear only your… unorthodox approach can accomplish.
Sho Jin

(Bowing slightly)

Yes lord.
Warlord

(With some distain)

Take my clans ancestral sword back to the earth goddess.  I must have my warriors back.
Sho Jin bows and takes the sword.
EXT.MIST COVERED MOUNTIAN.MORNING

Sho Jin stops running to look up at the mist covered mountain.  He starts for the small gate at its base.
INT.EARTH TEMPLE.DIM LIGHT

Sho Jin is kneeling before the waist high earth alter.  The ancestral sword lies up on it.  The earth goddess approaches from behind the alter.
Earth Goddess

(Soft whisk, whisk, of her robe)

Strange to see my gift from ages past returned to me.
Sho Jin

Mother, my lord offers back that which was been given to his clan.  He seeks the return of the warriors you took in the pass so that he might defend your land from the mainland invaders who even now gather their host.
Earth Goddess

(Annoyed)

Such a small thing to barter for against the unbreakable blade I blessed your lord’s clan with which to unite my children.
Sho Jin

I hold his dishonor for him great lady.  Those men were on their way to challenge those who seek to colonize your land by force.  Your pass was the quickest way.  My lord can not hold them off with out those warriors.

Earth goddess

They were in my sacred forest, your lord was punished.  I see no need to complicate our agreement.  Your lord must repel the warriors of the Sun God, and now it seems with out the tool I had given his clan to do so… and to offer me that which is already mine in exchange for what which was also mine to take, such disgrace is not worthy of my notice.

Sho Jin

I offer my own life great lady for the slight my lord has offered you.
Earth Goddess

No Sho, the Jin are revered among my four children, and mine is not the consent your lords needs now.  Those warriors have left my buried mountain for the gates to hell.  They have joined hell’s army by now.
Sho Jin

Then all is lost dear mother, my lord is well out numbered by the mainlanders.  Please forgive our failure to defend your sacred land Goddess.

Earth Goddess

Blessed and singular, the blade I gifted your lords clan.  I am honored by your words Sho, you may offer my relic to the general of hell’s army for you warriors release, though such an act opens many doors I alone can not close.

Earth Goddess

(Picking up sword and offering it to the kneeling Sho Jin)

My sword will aid you warrior, but it alone will not see you through the gates.  Many demons have escaped hell’s belly, and many more who covet dominion there.  Seek the misted valley and there the gate to hell.

EXT.WOODS.MIDDAY

Sho Jin is jogging through light forest.  He passes through the tree line and out on to a small field of grass.  A shadow crosses the ground in front of him.  Sho Jin comes to a halt, scanning the bright morning sky.  The grass at Sho Jin’s feet starts to blow in a breeze as if from nowhere.  Sho Jin is suddenly knocked back and to the ground by an unseen force, wind rushing by him.  Sho Jin rises to see Demon#1.

(Demon#1 is a 12 foot tall dog with bird wings and bore tusks.)
Demon#1 flexes its wings back and pounces. Sho Jin rolls to his left, rises and draws his sword.  Demon#1 attacks with its tusks. Sho Jin deflects the attacks with his sword, backing up.  Growling Demon#1 swipes with its left fore paw, Sho Jin lets it pass and brings his sword down, slicing across it.  The blade stops abruptly just into Demon#1’s fur.  Sho Jin stumbles back.

Demon#1

Your strange blade hurts human, but it does not cut deep enough!

Demon#1 charges toward Sho Jin and swipes out with its right fore paw.  As Sho Jin closes to strike the paw, Demon#1 throws the side of its head into Sho Jin, knocking him down.  As Demon#1’s right paw comes down, Sho Jin roles up to a crouch and draws the blade across Demon#1’s paw as it slams into the ground Sho Jin had just been on. Demon#1 gives a short grunt and jumps to the side and trots back and away from Sho Jin.  

Demon#1 flaps its wings and pounces from mid air, slamming Sho Jin to the ground, destroying his chest armor.  Out of breath, Sho Jin flails his sword at Demon#1’s face.  Demon#1 jumps away, then circles to his left and prepares to pounce.  Demon#1 lunges forward slashing with its tusks.  Sho Jin’s block is ineffectual against the charging demon.  Demon#1 gores Sho Jin with its tusks, destroying the armor on his arms and tumbling him across the ground.  Sho Jin rises to a crouch in a cloud of dust.  Demon#1 snaps his head at Sho Jin, who slams his sword down on its right tusk to stop it.  Demon#1 growls, circling Sho Jin.  Demon#1 braces, then pounces, attacking with its tusks again.  Sho Jin struggles to block.  A grinding metal sound is heard as sword meets tusk. Sho Jin’s arms shutter from impact.  As demon#1 tilts its head back to thrust again, Sho Jin lunges for its throat.  Sho Jin’s blade stops abruptly in the dense fur.  As Demon#1 backs up on its hind legs and flapping its wings, Sho Jin down turns and runs for the tree line.  A shadow starts to overcome him as he dives to his left.  Demon#1 slams into a tree where Sho Jin had been headed.  Sho Jin runs deeper into thickening forest, hurdling fallen trees.

EXT.SMALL CLEARING.MIDDAY

Sho Jin has his back to a tree, lungs heaving. Wizened laughing is heard.

Wizard

(Appearing through trees)

Demons warrior, play with demons and you will always loose.
Fade out:
the end

Episode two

Fade in:

EXT.SMALL CLEARING.MIDDAY

Sho Jin is leaning against a tree breathing heavily.  Wizard approaches with walking stick.

Wizard

(Still chuckling.  Dragonflies fallow in his wake.)

Who are you to play with demons, eh?

Sho Jin

I see you wizard.

Wizard

So then, you have more then eyes.  Still, food for demons you look like to me.

Sho Jin

(Shaking head, regaining his breath)

My sword begins to pierce its hide, then stops.

Wizard

(Dragonflies start to buzz around him)

Eh?  Well, no ordinary blade, it seems it can at least disharmonize their core, but banishment is far another matter entirely.

Sho Jin

(Coming to life and drawing sword)

You know of their bane wizard, you will speak many words to me on this subject.

Wizard

(Coughing with hint of amusement)

Well warrior, not ordinary indeed.  That one, and those like him on this side of the gate can be disrupted, but their hold on this realm needs to be… cut.

Sho Jin

(Looking down the point of his sword.)

Make more sense, faster.

Wizard

Well you see in the beginning before the fall

Cutting him off Sho Jin brings the point of the sword closer, raising one eye brow.

Wizard

(Dragonflies start to move faster)

Yes, yes.  Your soul they will surly eat, and be stronger against the rest of us for it.  But warrior, you see it is life they fear, for where ever they roam now, there dominion is still the bowels hell.  They must keep a thread there.  How you will sever it from the land of death, eh, who is to say?

Sho Jin

Enough of your strange ramblings little one.  My lord has tasked me, and I will find the gates in the mist.

Wizard

Little, yes to hell with you then warrior, go.  You will surly get there if you face that demon again.

Sho Jin

(Shrugs as he puts away sword)

Perhaps, but that does not confront me.  I know my actions will express the panicle of my ability.  The rest I can not change.  I really do not see what fear has to offer me.

Sho Jin smiles, turns, and jogs off through the forest with out a care.

EXT.OPEN CLEARING.MIDDAY

Sho Jin walks into the grassy clearing with his sword drawn.  Demon#1 soars down from the sky beating its wings, knocking Sho Jin down.  Demon#1 lands, attacking with its tusks. Sho Jin blocks and moves away.  Demon#1 leaps through the air at Sho Jin and swipes with its right paw, connecting with Sho Jin upper body, spinning him around.  Blood begins to run down from the corner of Sho Jin’s mouth.

Sho Jin

(Wiping away blood)

If it is life that is your bane demon, then I’ll have to chock you with my own.

Sho Jin holds out his left arm and draws his sword across, drawing a flowing line of deep red blood.  He holds up his sword vertically at the ready to let the blood run the length of the blade.  Demon#1 charges Sho Jin.  At the last moment Sho Jin slides to his right and hacks at the left fore leg of demon#1.  The sword cuts deep into fur.  Sho Jin falls back from the thrashing demon.

Demon#1

(Howling)

I will feast on your

Sho Jin attacks before it can finish.  He brings three quick strikes against the demons right tusk.  Demon#1 works his fore paws to back away from the strikes.  The fourth swing shatters the right tusk, sending splinters into the air.  Demon#1, unable to back up further, attacks with its remaining tusk.  Sho Jin slams his sword down on the tusk, nicking it.  Demon#1 tosses his head before Sho Jin can remove his sword from the tusk.  Sho Jin tumbles to the ground as Demon#1 circles flexing its wings.  Demon#1 sweeps his wings back, leaping into the air.  Sho Jin jumps back from where Demon#1 lands.  Growling, Demon#1 tries to gore Sho Jin with its remaining tusk.  Sho Jin, sword still dripping with his blood, steps up where the right tusk had been, driving his sword up through Demon#1’s skull.  Demon#1 slumps to the ground and begins to melt into the air.  Wizard approaches from somewhere in the shadowed trees.

Wizard

Interesting solution warrior.

Sho Jin

(Reaching into his belt pouch for a bandage, he begins to wrap his arm)

The gates wizard, babble about where I can find them, quickly, I have lost much time.

Wizard

(Pointing with walking stick)

That way mighty slayer, not far, not far.

Sho Jin walks off in the direction the wizard is pointing.  Wizard starts to chuckle.

Wizard

(To himself)

Run to your death fool of a warrior.  I’d not known such a sword lived on this island.  It will serve my master quite well.

Dragonflies start to buzz.

fade out:
the end
Episode Three

fade in:

EXT.SHADED WOODS.MIDDAY

Sho Jin is running through the lightly shaded forest.  Slim shafts of sun light fall through the thick upper canopy.  Something catches his eye and he stops suddenly.  Listening to the forest he spins in a circle.  He sees small pools of shadow at the base of the trees around him.  He snaps his head suddenly to see Demon#2 standing static in a pool of shadow formed at the base of a nearby tree.

(Demon#2 has on a robe of rough material, grey with smears of black soot.  His head is covered by a finer piece of cloth, dark red, which covers past his neck to the top of his chest.  There are no eye or mouth holes, only faint facial outlines can be seen.  He is wearing thick black leather gauntlets.  His robes do not seem to be touched by the environment around him.)

Sho Jin reaches for his sword, Demon#2 disappears.  Sho Jin scans the forest. Demon#2 appears in a different tree shadow, right arm extended slightly with some unseen weight.  Demon#2 glides toward Sho Jin and disappears.  Sho Jin begins to trot backward.

Sho Jin looks back over his shoulder to see Demon#2 unmoving and in sharper contrast to his surroundings, pointing at Sho Jin with his left hand, still with unseen weight in his right hand.  Demon#2 disappears.  Sho Jin draws his sword and runs a short distance and stops to look at the base of the trees around him.

Demon#2 appears in a tree shadow near to his right, and starts to glide toward Sho Jin, the wind not touching his robes.  Demon#2 brings his left hand to grasp below the unseen weight in his right hand.  Sho Jin backs up warily.  

Demon#2 suddenly disappears, a long sword appears at same instant and place, continuing toward Sho Jin.  The sword rises in anticipation of attack.

Sho Jin

(Running, glancing behind him)

What in the seven hells.

Sho Jin stops, sees Demon#2 glide toward him from a near by tree shadow to his left, sword held but unseen.  Sho Jin draws his sword across his arm, below the first cut, to coat the blade with blood.  Demon#2 disappears.   Sho Jin snaps his head around to see the floating sword coming at him out of a tree shadow in the opposite direction.  The sword disappears and Demon#2 appears gliding faster.  Demon#2 disappears, sword appears then back to Demon#2 in quick succession, constantly gliding across the shadowed forest floor.

Demon#2 attacks with unseen sword. Sho Jin blocks, backing up.  Demon#2 attacks again. Sho Jin blocks, readjust his weight to unseen sword.  Sho Jin has a perplexed look on his face as the Demon#2 disappears.

Sho Jin backs up, spinning in a circle to scan the nearby shadows.  From Sho Jin’s left, the sword thrusts past Sho Jin who blocks and holds down on it.  Demon#2 appears/sword disappears.  Sho Jin jumps back to avoid two strokes of the unseen sword by Demon#2.

Sho Jin turns to run away, stops suddenly, hacking away clumps of tall bamboo near him, dispelling their shadows.  Sho Jin glances quickly between the shadows of two trees nearest him as he draws the flat of his sword across the running wound on his arm to recoat blade.

The sword appears to his right.  Sho Jin faces it and parries two quick shots.  Sword disappears/Demon#2 appears closer to his left then he thought.  Sho Jin dives to the ground as Demon#2 swings the unseen sword.

Sho Jin scrambles to his feet, running from the sword now gliding his way.  Sho Jin slows, glancing behind him. As Sho Jin turns back his head, he throws up his sword in front of his face in alarm as Demon#2 cleaves downward with the unseen blade.  With blades locked, Demon#2 lunges forward, closing with Sho Jin.  Sho Jin pivots his weight to the left, throwing Demon#2 back.  Sho Jin attacks with two alternating high swings, then drops his blade to slice at Demon#2’s knee.  Sho Jin’s blade stops abruptly, locked on the unseen sword of Demon#2.  Demon#2 disappears/sword appears.  Sho Jin is suddenly knocked down by an unseen punch to the jaw.

Sho Jin scrambles to his feet, and runs through the tree line to stop just in a sun lit clearing.  Sho Jin faces the tree line, the near trees shadow stretch toward him, his own shadow stretches out behind him.  Sho Jin angles his sword to the sun to cast a band of light into one tree shadow then another, then another.

Sho Jin

Where are you demon, how badly do you want me?

Sho Jin

(Smiles)

Sho Jin whirls around to catch the sword thrusting at his back from the shadow cast by his body.  Sho Jin parries two quick blows from the sword.

Sho Jin

What’s the matter demon, can you not face me?

Sho Jin swings high and to his right, the sword still in his shadow raises high to block Sho Jin’s sword.  Sho Jin lunges forward to drive interlocked blades higher.  He reaches out with his left hand to grab the empty air below the sword.  Stiffening his left shoulder to the unseen demon, Sho Jin slices his blade diagonally through the air in front of him.  Sho Jin tugs away his sword as Demon#2 appears, falling to ground clutching its sword.

Demon#2

(Voice of 6 year old male growing hollow and that of an old man at the end.)

No!  You can’t, you mustn’t!

The robe of Demon#2 slowly falls inward, as if what gave it form from beneath is fading away.  The sword at Demon#2s side accumulates rust until it breaks into pieces before Sho Jin’s eyes.

Sho Jin

What foul deed of hell is this?

Sho Jin reaches into the pouch at his belt, pulling out another white bandage.  He starts to wrap it around the new bleeding wound on his left arm.  The fight with the demon has reopened the first cut.

Wizard

(Walking up to Sho Jin)

Nasty to stumble across that one.  Eh, good riddance I think.

Sho Jin

(Tying off bandage with his teeth)

Some wizard, you seem only knowledgeable after the fact.

Wizard

(Makes a nasty face)

I am no soothsayer warrior, and my knowledge is not temporally dependant, but coaxed by temperament.  Why you try to throw your life away at ever turn is beyond discussion.

Sho Jin

(Begins to walk away, wizard fallows with dragonflies flying around behind them.)

The gate wizard, avail me in time with you sarcastic knowledge as to how close it lies.

Wizard

(Stops)

Eh, that way warrior, go throw away your life away, that way.

Wizard watches Sho Jin trot off in the direction he has pointed in.

Wizard

(Dragonflies buzzing)

Yes warrior, throw your life away, it grows to be a nuisance to me.

fade out:
the end
episode four
fade in:
EXT.VALLY.MIDDAY

Sho Jin is walking through the open grass of the valley, slight mist tangles its way through the trees to ether side, fading in the darkness.  He sees a hut in the distance and walks cautiously toward it.  As he approaches he tries to see into the shadow of the doorway.

Out of the hut door comes an old lady who seems to have some trouble walking.

Lady

You look weak young one.  Come, come and sit.

Sho Jin

Yes, lady, for a moment to regain my breath.

INT.DUSTY HUT.DIM

Sho Jin walks into the hut toward a stool by a table, looking around.

Sho Jin

(Puzzled look on his face)

Thank you, lady.  You keep a sparse hut.

Lady

I do not… eat much.

Sho Jin takes a seat on the stool, continuing to survey the hut.

Sho Jin

If I may Lady, why live in such a strange place?

Lady

Strange, I do not know what you mean.  Remote, yes, away from… others, yes, yes.

Sho Jin watches Lady walk around the hut, she moves awkwardly.  When Lady passes the light from the hut entrance, he sees that her shadow does not match at all her body.  Sho Jin begins to attend to his bandages, unwrapping one.

Sho Jin

(Placing blood soaked bandage on the table)

Yes, to be sure.

Lady
(Gasps)

Sho Jin

Apologies Lady, they call my attention.

Lady moves further into the shadows of the hut.

Sho Jin

I see no pot for tea demon, shall we fight, or were you going to make rice first?

Sho Jin kicks the table toward Lady, backs off the stool and through the huts entrance.

EXT.FIELD OUTSIDE HUT.BRIGHT SUN

Sho Jin draws his sword and cuts into half healed first wound, coating the sword blade with deep red blood.  He watches Lady emerge from the hut.

(Lady now has the upper torso of a human sized praying mantis.  She still has on her peasant’s trousers, but her knees now bend back the opposite way, and she leans her torso back for balance as she moves forward. Her maw is filled with many rows of thin long teeth.)

Lady

(Raising spiked fore arms)

No warrior, I need no rice to consume you.  Weak, weak you smell to me.

Lady in quick succession attacks one spiked arm and then the other.  Sho Jin backs up unfazed.  Lady moves in to attack again, but Sho Jin strikes first at her skull.  Lady crosses fore spikes in front of her face to block his sword.  Lady makes two quick jabs with her spikes, Sho Jin struggles to move fast enough to block them.  Sho Jin stumbles as he moves backward to avoid two more quick strikes from Lady’s spikes.

Sho Jin slides a half step forward as Lady approaches, spikes working the air before her.  Sho Jin makes four fast slashes at Lady’s spikes, then lunges a jab at her skull.  Lady pulls back with ease.

Lady charges hard at Sho Jin.  Sho Jin plants his feet, and slams his sword down as lady tries to bowl him over.  Lady is barley able to cross her spikes in front of her to stop the blade.  Chips fly from her damaged spikes.  Sho Jin slides back as Lady slings out her spikes.  Sho Jin makes two quick down slices and lunges again at Lady’s skull.  Lady catches the sword in her teeth.  Lady wrenches together her jaws, shattering a number of her teeth.  Lady snaps her head to the side, throwing Sho Jin to the ground.  Lady now has a gash of missing teeth where the sword has shattered them.

Sho Jin jumps up and takes two large strides back, bringing his sword up before him at the ready.  As Lady attacks again, he moves to his right, slashing at lady’s left fore spike.  Leaning toward Lady, Sho Jin circles hard to his right, Lady struggling to keep facing him as he turns.  Sho Jin stops suddenly, crouching as Lady stumbles too far past him.  Lady tries to cross her fore spikes again but is too slow, Sho Jin’s blade cuts off her right spike at what would be her elbow.

Lady

(Makes loud strange insect noises that pass in and out of a humans hearing range.)

Lady attacks Sho Jin with remaining spike then with her jaws.  Sho Jin strikes her spike, and moves to his right.  Lady attacks with her spike again.  Sho Jin crouches as the spike stabs above him.  As Lady’s maw reaches out, he brings his sword up through the bottom of her jaw.  Sho Jin jumps away as Lady’s remaining spike thrashes wildly.

Lady

(More insect sounds)

Lady falls to the ground unmoving.  Sho Jin backs away quickly as hordes of insects come to cover her body.  From a distance Sho Jin looks back to see the insects have devoured a third of the carcass.  He finishes tying off a new bandage and trots away into the gathering mist.

Wizard

(Makes frustrated sound)

Wizard quickly waddles after Sho Jin into the dark forest, dragonflies in toe.

fade out:
the end
episode five

fade in:

EXT.WOODS.MIDDAY

Wizard is staring off through the deeply misted woods, a path runs through the trees and disappears into a swirling wall of mist.

Wizard

Well, more difficult then I had wanted, but this will have to do.  But how to dispatch you, we shall see what humor the guardian is in today.  Time is short warrior, your lords last die cast is at hand.

EXT.MISTED WOODS.MIDDAY

Sho Jin is running through the forest, the mist begins to grow thicker.  He slows to a halt, cautious.  He scans the shadows around him.  He cocks his ear to one side to better listen.  His eyes slowly close and a smile starts across his face.  The slight sounds of giggling and whispering female voices can be heard.  His shoulders drop from being on guard.  He opens his eyes and sees the mist taking the half forms of women floating beyond him.  They beckon him further down the shadowed path.

Wizard

Sweet huh, you should really see them.

Sho Jin

Beautiful and sad, like a lords wife.

Wizard

(Swatting the thin mist trails in front of him.)

Then you really should see them.  You are close warrior, those… young ladies lead slain warriors to the gate.  The promise of beauty yet unseen, their mysteries’ curtain so thin… what better way to herd the dead, eh?  You Men of violence at least.

Sho Jin begins walking again, shaking his head to clear his thoughts.

Wizard

You must defeat the guardian of the gate to gain entrance to hell… while you still breathe of course.  Victory over the guardian is your only hope of discharging this insane task you seem so intent on.  A gruesome brute, he is charged with a mandate from heaven.  You must not pause, you must not falter, or your journey ends and your eternal shame begins.  Though, a short distance to hell should you die, there is that.

Sho Jin

Life, death, they converge beyond my will.  Let us see which side the coin has come up.
Sho Jin walks with determination into the wall of mist.
Wizard

Warrior wait, can I have your sandals when he kills you?  I don’t want you to haunt me when I take them without permission.

Sho Jin emerges through the wall of mist. He stops to take in the 20 foot gate with glassy face and the guardian standing off to one side of it.

(Guardian is 12 feet tall with armor and sheathed sword.  He has a full helm that only reveals his glowing red eyes.)

Guardian

Ho Sho Jin, I see you.

Sho Jin

Honored guardian, I seek passage through your gate on service to my lord and our land.

Guardian

(Laughing)

Now is not your time Sho Jin, the nymphs know not yet your name.

Sho Jin

I must barter the release of my lord’s warriors who have passed this way.  Only with full complement can my lord repel the sun god’s invaders onto our island.

Guardian

(Amused at privet joke)

It is not NOW that you give me orders.  Fall on your sword warrior, your cause is lost.  Join us in eternal defeat, rest your honor and discharge these worries of others you carry as if they have some actual weight.  Hell is your destiny warrior, save the gods some time and trouble, they might just favor you for thinking of them.

Sho Jin

(Bowing slightly)

One day brother, but not this day.

Sho Jin pauses, then turns with military precision and walks back through the wall of mist.

Wizard

(From his hiding place on the forest side of the mist wall.)

Eh, what’s this, carven after all?  Why the gods have let them toil on this island so long…

Wizard starts to walk after where Sho Jin has gone.  Waddling a few paces down the path, suddenly there is a sword blade at the wizard’s throat from behind.

Wizard

(Low and throaty)

Oh warrior you are indeed the lord of fools.

Wizard

(Dragonflies buzz loudly and the air begins to crackle)

Wha

Sho Jin is running full out down the path toward the wall of mist, holding the wizard in toe with both hands, Wizard’s feet thrashing in midair.  Sho Jin spins to launch the wizard into the air and through the wall of mist.

The guardian is caught off guard as the wizard flies out of the mist toward the shimmering face of the gate.  The guardian can only shoulder check the wizard in mid air to keep him from going through the gate.

Guardian

The Air god has no dominion over me trickster.
Guardian draws his sword and moves toward Wizard who is rolling to a stop.
Wizard

No stop, stop!
Guardian takes aggressive steeps toward Wizard.  With a cry Wizard extends out his hands.  A small vortex of wind blasts out to slam into Guardian’s chest.  As Guardian battles to stand erect, he is slowly able to bring up his sword.  He holds the flat of his sword blade against the vortex of wind and lunges forward and swinging the flat of the sword blade out and down.  The vortex is destabilized and disperses in micro whirlwinds.  Wizard tries to back up as Guardian marches toward him.

fade out:
the end

episode six

fade in:

EXT.HELL’S GATE.MID DAY
As Guardian strides toward Wizard, Red lightning swarms his upper body.  Guardian lunges to attack Wizard, who squeaks and rolls out of the way.  Guardian regains himself, armor smoking, to see three of the wizards five dragonflies grow to 3 feet long and attack Guardian.  One is Blue, another green and the last is red.

Guardian swats with his sword at the green and red dragonflies and misses.  He open hand slaps the blue dragonfly at the wizard who has to stop another lightning attack to get out of the way it.

Guardian

Where are your friends wizard, I do not remember killing them all.

Guardian lunges at Wizard, misses and his sword slams into the ground, exploding earth far into the air.  Red lightning dances across Guardian’s chest again, making him howl.

Wizard

No guardian, you have been tricked, I have no need of the gate again!

Guardian

(Swinging his sword as is to ward off more lightning)

Lies from the liar, I owe you pain wizened one.

Wizard backs up waving his arms above his head.  Guardian spins suddenly to swing at the red dragonfly, the green dragonfly has latched on to the back of Guardian’s left knee.  Guardian’s knee buckles then fails, as the green dragonfly lets go.  Guardian smacks away the green dragonfly coming off his knee with his open hand, waving off the red dragonfly with his sword.

The remaining red dragonfly flies at Guardians face, causing him to instinctually bring his left arm to cover his eyes.  The Red dragonfly bites Guardian’s left wrist, tiny flashes of electricity can be seen dancing around the wound.  Guardian grunts in pain and slams his left fist into the ground.  Earth flies into far into the air.

Wizard

(Taking one knee)

No! Stop you hells dammed and abandoned single minded tool.

Guardian stands up, starts to bring his sword to bare on the still kneeling Wizard.  Sho Jin leaps from behind Guardian and slices his already wounded knee.  Sho Jin has a fresh cut on his arm below the first two, his sword dripping.

Guardian

Know you nothing?  That weird blade is not enough Jin warrior.

Guardian, down again on one knee, swings at Sho Jin, who tries to block the blade with his own and is knocked aside.  The guardian tries to rise, but his knee buckles.  Sho Jin lunges with a thrust.  Guardian back swings his blade away, sending Sho Jin spinning to the ground.  Guardian swings and Sho Jin dives under it to come up in a crouch.  Sho Jin swings for Guardian’s wounded knee, splintering the armor there.  Guardian tries to attack again, off balance.  Sho Jin ducks Guardian’s sword and closes to strike.  Guardian slams his left open hand into Sho Jin’s chest, lifting him off the ground.  Guardian tries to throw him.  Sho Jin holds Guardians wrist to keep from flying off.  Sho Jin slices the length of his blade across the inside left elbow of Guardian.  Guardian gives painful grunt, releasing Sho Jin to the ground.

Guardian angrily slashes out with his sword.  Sho Jin tries to block and is knocked back.  Sho Jin leaps toward Guardian as he stats to swing again.  Sho Jin plants his feet and waits for the blade to pass.  Sho Jin slides past the swinging blade and slices into Guardian’s right elbow, cracking the armor.  

Guardian

(Rising off knee to full height and anger, pointing sword at Sho Jin)

Now Jin, you have my notice.

Sho Jin takes a step back, sheathing his sword.

Sho Jin

(Bowing)

Bound by my lord I must enter, steadfast guardian.  I can not apologize for duties action, but I need not take it to further folly.  You are the stronger.

Guardian

(Sheathing his own sword, crossing his arms.)

Your lord is a fool.

Sho Jin

A large one, and frivolous I am beginning to see, but duty being enough, the mainlanders must be thrown back into the sea.  Our land is threatened.

Guardian

You are at once the spider and the fly Jin warrior.  On the deeds of your ancestors I tell you my warrant does not bar entry.  Up on your exit you shall find me in a far different mood.

Sho Jin

(Bows slightly, looks at wizard.)

Guardian

(To himself shaking his head, moving to take his place at the gate)

The bolder rolls down the mountain and thinks it has free will.

Sho Jin

(Slapping the wizard on the back)

Lead on learned one, I may have need of you again.

Sho Jin laughs aloud, Wizard is most unhappy.

fade out:
the end

Episode Seven

Fade in:

EXT.BAREN HELL SCAPE.INDIRECT LIGHT

Sho Jin and Wizard are just beyond the gate, Sho Jin is on his knees, having just thrown up.
Sho Jin

(Rising)

You could have warned me.
Wizard

You speak of warnings to me Sho Jin, this is not the place for your mirth making.  They know you are here.
Sho Jin and Wizard start to walk through the barren landscape.  Two faint paths diverge before them.  Wizard stops, Sho Jin continues a few steps then looks back at Wizard.
Wizard

(Pointing with staff)

A different path warrior, the General awaits you farther afield.
Sho Jin starts down the left path, almost indistinguishable from the barren soil.  
Sho Jin

Not coming wizard?  Perhaps you have other pressing matters to attend to here in the land of the dead.
Wizard

Ha!  Your lord did not distress me with this impossible task.  Death is here, the birthing of death… you go first, I fallow.
Sho Jin

(Raising his arms about him without a care)

I have no trouble over that which has yet to confront me.
Wizard, standing where the path diverge, watches Sho Jin walk easily down the left path.
Wizard

(Mumbling to himself)

One way or the other, the general will greet you with open arms.
Wizard chuckles, starts down the right path away from Sho Jin.
EXT.BAREN PATH.INDIRECT LIGHT
Sho Jin is walking quickly down the path, scanning to ether side of him.  He comes to guard as he hears the sound of rustling metal in the distance.  His sight fails only meters into the gray horizon.  Three skeletons come out of the distorted horizon to his right, one looking back they way they have come.  They appear to have been in a recent battle.  Skeleton#1 takes a step in front of Skeleton#2 on Sho Jin’s right and Skeleton#3 on Sho Jin’s left.
Skeleton#1

(Hollow voice)

Such sweet sickening stench.  A strange place to come and die.
Sho Jin

(Laughing)

Finally on this task, an obstacle to which my skills are attuned.
Skeleton#1 attacks Sho Jin, who slaps the tip of the slashing sword aside, then swings downward to sever Skeleton#1’s left knee.  As Skeleton#1 is going down, Sho Jin stabs his sword into its chest. Skeleton#1 falls, as Skeleton#2 thrusts its sword tip at Sho Jin.  Sho Jin slides back away from the tip. Launching into a run he presses to his right.  Sho Jin makes two quick down slices at Skeleton#2s right elbow as he continues to press hard to his right. Skeleton#2 blocks but struggles to keep up with Sho Jin’s turning.  Sho Jin makes another quick down slice, this time to the opposite elbow, severing Skeleton#2’s sword hand.  Sho Jin's back swing severs Skeleton#2’s leg, dropping it.  Skeleton#3 leaps forward, making a two handed swing at Sho Jin's left side, he blocks and pulls back quickly.  Sho Jin attacks high left, then right and back to left again.  Skeleton#3 is too slow on the last block, and Sho Jin severs skeleton#3’s sword arm at the shoulder and cuts into its upper chest.  Skeleton#3 continues on with its momentum down to the ground past Sho Jin.
Sho Jin lowers his sword, pleased with his work.  After a moment the skeletons slowly start to move.  Sho Jin shakes his head as the Skeletons rise and start for him.
Sho Jin

(Draws sword edge across his left calf to coat edge in blood.  He raises the sword with the tip out to his left.  At chest level he grapes handle with left hand.  He pauses with the sword above his head, snaps the sword so its tip is pointed directly behind him, then up vertically.)

Ah so then… to oblivion with you!
Sho Jin charges for skeleton#3 on his left.  The skeletons are slow to react to his sudden movement.  As Skeleton#3 swings and misses, Sho Jin, still with sword above his head slams down his sword on top of Skeleton#3’s, knocking it down.  Sho Jin spins with his momentum to his left and decapitates Skeleton#3.

Skeleton#3 sways for a moment then blows to dust as Skeleton#1 and Skeleton#2 pass through the dissipating dust toward Sho Jin.  Sho Jin rushes for Skeleton#2 on his right.  Again the skeletons are slow to react to him.  Sho Jin attacks Skeleton#2 with two quick down cuts, right then left.  Sho Jin lets his sword tip dip down.  As Skeleton#2 begins its attack, Sho Jin wipes the sword tip up and lunges forward to drive the tip of his blade through Skeleton#2’s spine between chest and skull, decapitating it.  Skeleton#2 goes to dust as Sho Jin dances back.

Sho Jin faces of with Skeleton#1, slowly circling him.  They charge each other, exchanging three quick blows then separating.  Sho Jin’s left leg falters slightly, bleeding.  There is also blood trickling down his left arm from his now soaked bandages.

Skeleton#1 charges, pressing Sho Jin back with two hard shots that jar his arms.  Sho Jin is starting to breathe heavily.  Skeleton#1 points his sword at Sho Jin and grins with its rotting mouth.  Sho Jin’s sword tip drops slightly as Skeleton#1 raises his sword above its head and attacks. Sho Jin slides half a step to his left as Skeleton#1’s sword is coming down now to the right of Sho Jin.  Sho Jin Slaps his sword tip down on top of Skeleton#1’s sword and holds it there.  Sho Jin lunges and wraps his left arm around the neck of Skeleton#1.  Sho Jin throws his weight to the side and wrenches down on Skeleton#1’s neck, causing it to fall to its hands and knees. Its sword slides across the barren ground. 
Skeleton#1

(Whispers as Sho Jin’s blade is coming down to decapitate it)

Thank you.
Sho Jin sheaths sword, begins to bandage leg.  Sho Jin pauses to readjust the bandages on his left arm.  Sho Jin takes a deep breath and starts to jog down the barren path.
EXT.HELL SCAPE.INDIRECT LIGHT
Wizard is standing on a cracked mound of rocks.  He stares out into an open plain.  With great effort he summons red lightning to strike the ground in the distance.  First one the two then three mounds displace the ground near the lightning strike.  The mounds seem to disperse from one another.  Wizard calls lightning to keep all three moving in a single direction.
Wizard

(Dripping with sweat from the effort, it is difficult for him to breathe.)
Oh master, it is so hard to reach you here.  If the blade will not serve your purpose… it must not leave this place.
Wizard collapse in a ball on the mound of rocks, a small dust cloud rising.
Wizard

Oh master…

Fade out:
the end

Episode Eight

Fade in:
EXT.BAREN HELLSCAPE.INDIRECT LIGHT
Sho Jin is walking with down the nondescript path.  Wizard is struggling to keep up. 
Sho Jin

Lead me astray wizard, and you will have one more to fear down here.
Wizard

Foolishness abound, you know not what you say.  Straight on now, you will find the end of your jeanery.
Sho Jin

Likely enough to be sure wizard.
Sho Jin out paces Wizard who finally stops, propping himself up on his staff.  Sho Jin glances once over his shoulder but continues on.  Wizard closes his eyes.  His body sways gently.  Wizard’s eyes suddenly shoot open.
Wizard

Yes master, yes master.
Wizard waddles off the path as fast as he is able, huffing and puffing as he strains to make his way into the gray distance.
EXT.HELL SCAPE.INDIRECT LIGHT
Sho Jin is jogging down the path, now with many mounds of boulders littering the way.  Sho Jin rounds a high mound of rock to see Demigod fighting giant worm monster with too many tentacles to have come from natural process.  Demigod and worm exchange many blows.  The worm monster finally has Demigod tangled in its thrashing vine like tentacles.  Demigod cries aloud and slashes off the tentacles holding him.  Demigod raises his left hand and the worm monster seems to pause and go limp.  Demigod slays worm monster as it stands prone.  Sho Jin backs away to avoid the Demigod seeing him.  Demigod looks up to the sky as if he is smelling the air.  He begins to turn, stopping when he is in line with Sho Jin.
(Demigod is 12 feet tall with once white, now faded gray and black smeared armor.  He carries a large two handed glaive.  He has wings that have been clipped, the left down one third, the right one fourth, ending in stumps.  In the wing feathers, there is a band of dark blue feathers in the middle.  He has ram horns that would have curved behind his ear and out to his chin.  The left is broken half way to his chin, the right is broken off at the ear.  The right part of his breast plate has a circular hole, black ash burned into the armor around it.  The right side of his face is charred.)
Demigod

I see you, Hugh… a Jin warrior and living.  Explains that beast being here.  Every horror in this place is drawn to that breathing of yours it seems.  That was the third I’ve banished.
Sho Jin

Ah so then, you are a conversation demon, are your words your weird way?
Demigod

(After long pause laughs long and hard)

Breathing and funny, two things one does not often find in hell.
Sho Jin

(A dry smile)

I passed a group of skeletons… no sense of humor.
Demigod

Strange, human is it, I remember hearing that blade being forged, but that it has gotten you this far to the shadow edge…
Sho Jin

(Shrugs his shoulders)

A task for my lord, I have need from the general of hell’s army.
Demigod

(Starts to laugh with puzzled look on his face.)
Sho Jin

(Holding up his hand.)

I know, I have had the futility conversation already this day, but I have sworn service, not conjecture or failure.  Now demon, are you an obstacle or merely an exotic way to waste my time?
Demigod

And I was enjoying our fore play.  Hell’s general well, it is hard to keep track, but demon?  I was old when your species was nothing more then fungus.  I was old when ice griped your entire realm.  I was old when your ancestors were hiding in caves from there own shadows.
Sho Jin

(A little bored)

And how old were you when you got your ass kick?
Demigod roars in rage, chest swelling.  While distracted, Sho Jin draws his blade across his left calf, below the first bandaged cut. He braces for an attack.  Demigod swings wildly, Sho Jin avoids easily and slashes after the glaive has passed him.  Demigod parries the blow with the pommel of his glaive.  Sho Jin is thrown off balance form Demigods block.  Sho Jin recovers from his stumbling and starts to circle.  Demigod attacks and Sho Jin tries to slap the glaive away with the tip of his sword, but he is again thrown off balance.  As Demigod starts to attack, Sho Jin pulls his sword close to his chest.  As the glaive comes down, he slams his blade out to half of the glaive and pushes out.  Inside Demigod’s guard, he slashes through Demigods arm below where its armor stops.  Sho Jin dances back smiling.
Demigod

Impressive Jin warrior, but I was once servant of heaven, you possess not the manner to challenge my presence.
Demigod attacks again, Sho Jin scrambles to avoid the strike.  Sho Jin gets up, and charges to his left, throwing three quick down cuts at Demigod’s outside elbow.  Each is easily blocked, the third with the pommel of the glaive that sends Sho Jin stumbling back several paces.  Demigod charges with three sweeping attacks.  Sho Jin can only dance away from them, making no attack of his own.  Frustrated, Demigod raises his left hand out.  Rings of distortion flow out from Demigod’s fist.  Sho Jin looses his equilibrium and washes to the ground.  Demigod raises his glaive for the death blow.

Fade out:
the end

Episode Nine

Fade in

EXT.BAREN HELL SCAPE.INDIRECT LIGHT
Demigod is poised to deliver the death strike.  He is jogged to the left, then forward.  Demigod is tackled.  Demigod and undead Clan Leader are in a tangle, wheeling across the ground.  They separate and rise, Clan Leader drawing its great sword.  Two clan skeletons with spears are trying to flank Demigod, and two more with swords are trying to get behind it.  One of the sword skeletons has a “con” –bamboo pole strapped to its back with a banner tied to it- depicting the Jin clan, two bamboo leaves.  Sho Jin is still too dazed to get up.
Clan Leader attacks Demigod with three sweeping shots.  Demigod blocks easily, and throws a counter attack that drives back Clan Leader.
Sword/skeleton#1 runs to catch the attention of Demigod, and avoids its attack.  While Demigod is turned, Spear/skeleton#1 stabs Demigod from the side but causing little damage.  Clan leader attacks Demigod who parries his heavy blows. Demigod rushes Clan Leader, two hands on his glaive.  When Clan leader blocks Demigod’s attack, Demigod lunges and throws his arms out, sending Clan leader flying through the air.
Sword/skeleton#1 and Spear/Skeleton#1 come at one side of Demigod, Sword/skeleton#2 and Spear/Skeleton#2 from the other, Clan Leader has stopped rolling and is trying to get up.  Demigod whirls to attack Spear/skeleton#2 as it stabs with its spear.  Demigod chops the end of the spear off, and grabs Spear/Skeleton#2’s chest.  Demigod kicks Sword/Skeleton#2 as it tries to attack.  Demigod tosses Spear/Skeleton#2 in the air, cleaves it in midair and spines to face the first group as Spear/Skeleton#2 goes to dust.
Clan Leader attacks from the right of Demigod who turns to face him.  They exchange two heavy swings, the sound of steel ringing out.  Spear/Skeleton#1 catches Demigod in the ribs, pushing him to the side.  Demigod grunts and takes hold of the half of the spear.  He pulls out the tip, then swings the spear, tossing Spear/Skeleton#1 into Sword/Skeleton#1.  Demigod blocks an attack from Clan Leader, spines the spear in his left hand and throws it through Sword/Skeleton#1, knocking it down.  He leaps into the air and slams Spear/Skeleton#1 to the ground, glaive slicing its head.  Spear/Skeleton#1 goes to dust.
Clan Skeleton attacks the off balance Demigod, driving it back.  Sword/Skeleton#1, still with the broken spear shaft in it and Con on its back, drives the point of its sword into the back of Demigod’s knee from the left side.  Demigod shakes him off, barley able to block Sword-Skeleton#2’s thrust.  Clan Leader takes an unchallenged swing, connecting with Demigod’s shoulder blade, denting the armor.  Demigod whips around howling.
Demigod charges the undead Jin clan skeletons in rage.  Slow to react, first Sword/skeleton#1 then Sword/skeleton#2 attempt to bar his way.  With sweeping blows, they are sent flying into the grey horizon.
Demigod launches into the air and cleaves downward.  Clan Leader holds his great sword up to block the blow but is sent directly into the ground from the force.  As Demigod reloads his long swing, Clan Leader braces its body to kick at the wounded knee of Demigod.  Throw off balance, Demigod stumbles a few steps.  Clan Leader thrusts with the point of his sword.  Demigod slaps it away.  Clan Leader continues to rush in slamming its helmet into the burned side of Demigod’s face.  Blood starts to trickle for the first time out Demigod’s eye.
Demigod

(Howling)

Filthy, decaying scum, I will yet rid you from this realm and claim it for my own.
Demigod holds up his left hand to the sky. Distortion waves radiate out and up around him.  Demigod Shimmers down through the ground and is gone.
Sho Jin is on his feet, approaching the undead Jin clan members.  He is still shaky, holding his head with his left hand.
Sho Jin

(Bowing slightly)

Fu Jin, how can this be?
Clan Skeleton

(Hollow aged voice)

Even here we fight the madness to grasp the bonds our blood once held.
Sho Jin

I could not defeat that demon, even seeing him use that weird way.
Clan Skeleton

No demon, he was once almost a god they say here.  We can only drive him off.  One day he may well catch the factions of hell’s army too fragmented and make good his promise.
Sho Jin

Hell’s general, then you can take me to him!  I have been tasked to engage him by my lord.
Clan Skeleton

Even we must serve as death’s soldiers… but no little brother, the hunger, the hate, they bring the madness.
Sword skeletons take their place on ether side of Clan Leader, weapons drawing ready.  Rotten maws wide, they start for Sho Jin.

fade out:
the end

Episode ten

fade in

EXT.HELL SCAPE.INDRICT LIGHT
The clan skeletons advance on Sho Jin.
Sho Jin

(Bring sword to guard)

No!  I will not do this.
Clan Leader

(Raising his left fist)

Come little brother, join us and together we can challenge the general!  We can sweep this realm by force!
Sho Jin

My duty is to my lord and the living, to the land!  I do not desire this.
Clan Skeleton

You will join us, it is your destiny.
Sho Jin

(Wiping the blood on his sword off on his sleeve.)

This will not happen.
Sword/Skeleton#1 attacks, broken spear shaft still in its chest. Sho Jin slams down his blade so hard on the its sword, Sword/Skeleton#1 can not hold onto it. Sho Jin kicks Sword/skeleton#1 in its chest sending it off into the air.  Clan Leader attacks.  Sho Jin blocks as he spines past Sword/Skeleton#2 to hack it at the knee.  Sword/Skeleton#2 goes down as Clan Leader draws high to attack.  Sho Jin dances away, reluctant to face Clan Leader.  Clan leader charges suddenly.  Sho Jin attacks before Clan Leader can swing, locking their blades high.  Sho Jin backs away suddenly, Clan Leader over swings.  Sho Jin lets it go by unchallenged, hacking the right knee of Clan leader.  Sho Jin continues to spin around the back of Clan Leader to hack out its left knee, Clan Leader falls to the ground.
Clan Leader

Banish me while you can.  You will rule our clan now.
Sho Jin runs off, leaving the skeletons crawling behind.  He stumbles out of breath into a clearing of broken columns, with a river running through the middle.  It resembles an old water temple.  He falls to the edge of the river, his bandages bleeding.  Just before he can drink from the river, he sees an undead fishlike monster start to come to the surface.  He pushes away and collapse beside the river.  Blood starts to seep into the sand.
Wife

You are finally here.  Just like I remember you.
Sho Jin becomes aware, pushing himself up to see his undead wife before him.
Sho Jin

No!  I gave you to the river when you died, I performed all the rites!
Wife

(Sneers)

Yes Sho, the water goddess brought me here.
Sho Jin

(Slowly)

What did you do love?
Wife

(Hissing)

Not my fault.  You!  You are why I am here!  You were never at home, you and the other warriors!
Sho Jin

(Saddened, realization crossing his face)

No one can make actions for you, your dishonor is yours… and may be a little mine.
Wife

(Softly)

It was worth it then.
Wife suddenly slashes her claws across Sho Jin’s right arm.  Wife makes a crazed charge, slashing at Sho Jin as he tries to back up.  Wife slows, looking like a ravenous animal.  

Sho Jin takes a deep breath, calm returning to his face.  Sho Jin skips back two paces to the rivers edge.  He draws his sword, eyes lock on Wife.  As Wife charges again, Sho Jin grabs her with his left arm, slamming her to his chest.
Wife

(Whispering, eyes wide)

My hansom Sho.
Wife gasps suddenly, fallowed by Sho Jin grunting.  Sho Jin has reversed his grip on the sword, and brought it through her back and chest, embedding the tip into his left breast.  Blood stars to run down the edge of the blade. Sho Jin drops them both to their knees, they are at a pace into the river.  Sho Jin yanks the sword out, dropping it.  Looking in wife’s eyes he lowers her into the river as she goes to dust and is carried away by the river.  He pulls his sword out of the shallow water, now clean of his blood.  He stands and walks over to a near by fallen column and sits.  He pulls off his tunic and starts to bandage his chest wound.  The water raises high from onto the river bank, reseeds then higher again.  The third rise of the water brings the figure of a women rising out of the water to her middle chest.
Water Goddess

Why Jin, have you come, alive, to my place and with my sister’s blade?
Sho Jin

My lord has need of the warriors lost to the earth goddess that now number in hell’s army.  I must seek out the general and persuade him to let our warriors go so that my lord might defend our island from the mainlanders who seek to colonize us by fore.
Water goddess

Those warriors will never leave here, you seek to break the god’s order of this realm.  You will fail, your life forfeit.
Sho Jin

(Bowing as best he can, and with a tiered voice)

So long as I draw breath great lady, I will see my duty discharged.  I can not let my eyes behold the ineptitude of the world around me.  I will not shake my fist to the sky and cry aloud about my bad day.
Water Goddess turns away from him and starts to leave.  She pauses, turning her head to her right shoulder, though staring off in the distance, not looking at Sho Jin.
Water Goddess

(A statement)

You Love her.
Sho Jin

(A statement, going back to bandaging his chest)

It does not do me any good.
Water goddess turns her head forward, unmoving in the water up now to her shoulders.
Water goddess

Fallow the river Sho Jin, I will show you the way.
Water goddess glides forward and under the water.  Sho Jin ties off the bandage and slips on his tunic.  He pushes off the fallen column and stagers a few steps before getting his stride.  He fallows the winding river side into the gray horizon.

fade out:
the end

episode eleven

Fade in:

EXT.HELL SCAPE.INDIRECT LIGHT
Sho Jin is fallowing the river.  He comes up on a field of battle. Skeletons litter the ground every where, in various states of being together.  A battle between two groups of skeletons is raging.
Sho Jin watches the battle for a minute. The two sides have joined their battle lines.  The larger force sends a loose group of sword wielding skeletons rushing to the left side of the smaller force.  The sword skeletons wash wave after loose wave into the spears on the smaller force’s left side.  They brake, and the stragglers flee.  The center of the smaller force’s line surges and threatens to break the other line in two.  The spear skeletons now move to decimate the other forces right line.  The smaller force has broken the other army’s line and is joining the spear group in knocking down the skeletons that face them.
Sho Jin continues on, sword drawn.  The sounds of battle reach Sho Jin as he gets a better look at the attackers, now almost finished with the loosing group.  Skeletons writhe in various states of reanimation.  Sho Jin stands in shock to see the “con” of his lord attached to the force of skeletons now moping up the remainder of the other army of skeletons.  Sho Jin stumbles further on in disbelief.  From the reforming battle line of skeletons that are now turning to face him, the four other commanders of his lord step through.
Sho Jin

(Angered)

No!  You can not be here!
The skeletons in the middle part as Warlord, now undead, steppes through, two commanders on ether side.  The last sounds of fighting can be heard.
Warlord

You!  You failure!  They killed us all!  You betrayed me!
Sho Jin

Lord, the very volts of the underworld I have thrown aside, demons and death I have slain, and still my sword arm swings by your command!
Warlord

The sword, at least you have brought me my sword.
Sho Jin

Lord, I may yet perches your release from hell’s general, from this shadow place at least.
Warlord

(As a skeleton kneels before him, a helmet in his hands)

My little fool of a Jin, I am hells general now!
Warlord takes the crown off the helmet and affixes it to his head.  The plain of fallen skeletons now rise as one and make their way to fall in behind Warlord.
Warlord

Join us brother, take your place again at my side.  I command you, fall on that sword!
Sho Jin

No lord, my duty was discharge with your life.  It is you who has failed.  I still serve our land, it must be protected.
Warlord

You can not escape your fate betrayer, you will join this host.
Warlord attacks Sho Jin with three jarring shots.  Sho Jin backs away but Warlord presses him.
Sho Jin

(Drawing sword across his left arm, across the other three wounds.)

So be it lord, if I can not escape my fate, nor can you escape yours.  This ends.
Sho Jin attacks with three alternating shots, Warlord meets all three as blades ring out in chorus.  They circle each other.  
Sho Jin charges with a quick series of down cuts and thrusts.  Warlord laughs at him, meeting every strike as if he knew what Sho Jin was going to do.  Warlord counter attacks with three sweeping strikes.  Struggling to keep his feet after each block, Sho Jin is unable to make attacks of his own.
Sho Jin dances back and away from Warlord.  Warlord takes the initiative again and charges with a thrust.  Sho Jin blocks and spins inside Warlords guard.  Sho Jin back swings to decapitate Warlord, but his swing flies through empty air.  From a crouch Warlord slashes out and up as he rises.  Sho Jin throws his upper torso back to avoid the slashing blade.  Unbalanced, Sho Jin hits the ground.  Immediately Sho Jin starts to roll, then jumps up with sword at the ready before warlord can take advantage of his prone position.
Sho Jin lunges with an attack, locking their blades high.  Sho Jin grabs the wrist of Warlord with left hand.  Warlord rolls his wrist, spinning his body to break the hold.  Sho Jin attacks the off balance Warlord with four fast slicing cuts.  The two begin to circle again.  The two lunge at each other, locking blades.  Warlord head butts Sho Jin, dazing him.  Sho Jin falls back blinking his eyes, still dazed.
Warlord

Now Sho Jin, we shall see what the Gods have written.
Warlord raises sword to attack the oblivious Sho Jin.

fade out:
the end

episode twelve

fade in:

EXT.HELL SCAPE.INDIRECT LIGHT
Warlord comes at Sho Jin with a high cleaving swing.  Sho Jin leaps back, shaking his head to clear his vision.  Sho Jin wipes away the trickle of blood coming out of his nose.  Warlord presses his advantage with one strike after another.  Sho Jin blocks and tries to counter but Warlord is continually faster with his own strike.
Sho Jin plants his feet, stopping Warlords assault.  Their blades are locked.  Sho Jin heaves their blades higher and kicks out the ankle of Warlord.  Warlord spins and attacks in one motion.  Sho Jin ducks the flashing blade and slices up as he rises.  Both attack in a series of unbroken slashes, neither gaining ground on the other.  They break apart and circle one another again.  Sho Jin’s wounds are flowing freely from the ongoing battle.
Warlord attacks, Sho Jin struggles to block his swings.  Warlord rushes forward, knocking Sho Jin’s blade to the side, sliding inside his guard.  As Warlord is throwing a punch with his left hand, Sho Jin grabs the neck line of Warlords breastplate with his left hand and pulls them together to avid the full force of Warlords punch.  The two go down to the ground, Warlord onto the top of Sho Jin, swords interlocked.  Warlord is chocking Sho Jin with his left hand.  Sho Jin reaches out with his left hand to find Warlords breastplate.  Sho Jin tugs free the dagger at Warlords belt.  Sho Jin drives the blade into his own chest, Warlord still strangling him.  Sho Jin pulls out the bloody dagger from his chest and drives it up into the throat of Warlord.  Warlord lets go his grip on Sho Jin who kicks him off.  Sho Jin rushes to his feet.
Warlord

Fool, I am dead already, you can not kill me!
As the two come at each other, Sho Jin slides a half step to his right.  As Warlords blade is coming at him, Sho Jin slaps the tip of Warlords sword farther past him, grabbing Warlords sword arm with his left hand.  Sho Jin back swings his blade across the dagger wound still dripping with Sho Jin’s blood.  Sho Jin catches the severed head by the crown with his left hand, kicking the torso of Warlord back and into the air.  The four commanders start for Sho Jin, swords draw, as Warlord goes to dust, leaving the crown in Sho Jin’s upraise left hand.  The commanders, swords drawn, slow their approach toward Sho Jin.
Shi Jin

The general is dead!  Who is strong enough to be hell’s general now!
Sho Jin throws the crown between the commanders, who immediately attack each other.  The entire plain of skeletons is in chaos.
Sho Jin stumbles to the river, bleeding from every cut. The sounds of battle fade as he reaches the river bank.  Delirious, he falls into the river.  He floats under the water, his flowing blood turning the water red around him.  Several fish monsters approach, then dart away from the blood cloud.  The direction of the flowing water around him changes and then changes again.  The murky water grows more clear.
EXT.FOREST RIVERSIDE.SUN SET
The water of the river starts to rise then recedes in succession.  As the water departs the third time, Sho Jin is lying on his back.  The water goddess has her head on his chest, her arm around him.  After a moment Water goddess lifts her head, slowly rises and walks backward into the rising water.  The earth approaches, staring down Water goddess.  The sound of Earth goddess’s robes are heard.
Water goddess

(As she departs under water, bowing her head slightly)

Sister.
A slab of stone rises from the ground as the Earth goddess approaches to stand over Sho Jin.
Earth goddess

(As the light goes dim)

Rest Sho Jin.  Many your enemies are counted this day.  They will surly hunt you until the day you falter.  The sun yet rises, and I have much need of you to wield my blade.
Earth goddess turns and glides away.  The stone slab shutters, and then slowly fallows the goddess toward a large mountain.

fade out:
the end
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