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Fade In:

Ext. Car in Parking lot – ESTABLISHING

The camera begins with a wide shot of a car parked in a parking lot. Zooming into the front window we see a man sitting by himself. Kyle Miller is in his early 30’s and is in clear disarray. He wipes his eyes with a tissue and begins to pull himself together. After a few moments, he gets out of the car and walks into St. Mary’s Hospital and up to the front desk. He signs into the check-in list. He is visiting his mother, Elizabeth Miller, 67, who is suffering from cancer and Emphysema. He is carrying with him a bouquet of flowers.

Int. Hospital - Afternoon

KYLE

Can you tell me which room Elizabeth Miller is located in?

Receptionist

Hello sir. Hold on one moment, please. (She looks up the room of Elizabeth Miller in the computer database). She is in room E315 on the 3rd floor. Head down the hall and the elevator is on the right.

KYLE

Thank you very much.

Kyle walks down the hall to the elevator. When he arrives on the 3rd floor, he walks down the hall looking anxiously for room E315. After a minute or so, he eyes the room at the end of the hall. He stands outside the door for a moment before entering. He promises that he will not cry in front of his mother, then he enters the room smiling.

KYLE

Hello mother.

Elizabeth is lying on the hospital bed. She is very tired and weak. She turns her head slowly. The medication has made her face swollen. She smiles at the sight of her beloved son. She struggles to open her mouth and speak to him.

ELIZABETH

H…Hello Kyle. I am happy to see you.

Her speech is slurred and choppy giving the impression that syllables and words are missing from her vocabulary. Kyle struggles to make-out what she is saying. The sight of her swollen body and struggle to speak nearly brings him to tears.

KYLE

I’m happy to see you too mom. I brought you some flowers. Although, it looks like you have plenty already. (Aligned along the window are dozens of flowers from previous visitors. Kyle sets the flowers on the table next to her bed). How are you feeling today?

ELIZABETH

I have my good days and bad days. I’m doing my best to make today a good day.

KYLE

That’s good to hear. Everyone told me to tell you that they’re all wishing you the best. Julie was going to come by with me but she knew she would be too emotional and knows that’s not what you need right now. She told me to tell you that she loves you and will visit you tomorrow.

ELIZABETH

How is she doing?

KYLE

She’s doing alright. I think she’s taking it hard though. She’s very emotional these days. 

ELIZABETH

I miss… (Her speech is interrupted by a series of violent coughs)

She motions for the oxygen mask next to her bed. KYLE reaches and grabs the mask. He adjusts it on her face and she begins to breathe into the mask deeply.

KYLE

Are you okay mom? Do you want me to get the doctor?

ELIZABETH

No, I’m fine. It’s just the Emphysema. It’s tiring sometimes.

KYLE

Try and take it easy mom.

A brief period of silence goes by until Elizabeth starts talking.

ELIZABETH

The other day…I was thinking about when you were a baby and I brought you to the hospital to visit your grandmother. It was so hard to explain to you what happened when she died on that bed. 

KYLE

I remember you used to sing “Amazing Grace” to me every night for weeks to help me go to sleep.

ELIZABETH

Do you remember the last thing she said to you?

Kyle looks down at the floor for a few seconds then looks back up.

KYLE

She said, “Never forget how much I loved you and never forget how proud I am of you”

Elizabeth smiles while looking up at the ceiling. Her smile turns into a frown as tears begin streaming down her face.

ELIZABETH

That’s right Kyle. She loved you so much. (She pauses for a moment as tears well up her eyes) I never would have thought that one day we’d be here again with me on my death bed. (She laughs out of sorrow to herself; tears are still coming down her face).

KYLE

(Kyle fights back tears) It’s okay mom. You’re going to be fine. I’m not letting you go.

She begins to cough violently again this time not stopping.

KYLE

Mom, are you okay?

She doesn’t respond. Kyle screams for the doctor.

KYLE

Doctor!

The doctor comes in and tells Kyle he must step outside. Kyle walks into the hall and the nurse shuts the door behind him. He looks through the window in the door but the doctor is blocking his mother. The doctor moves and Kyle sees her shaking violently. He turns his head and can’t leans against the wall and begins to cry.

Several minutes later the doctor comes out of the room to find Kyle sitting on the bench. Kyle stands up but can already see the sorrow in the doctors’ eyes.

DOCTOR EDWARDS

I’m sorry Kyle but… (He pauses for a second) We did everything we could but we couldn’t save her. The medicine, pills, nothing worked.

KYLE

(Kyle looks down at the floor and nods his head) Thank you.

DOCTOR EDWARDS

Once you’re ready, you can go down to the front desk and they speak with you.

Kyle turns and gets his stuff out of the room. A cover is over his mother. He leaves the room and makes his way to the elevator. On the bottom floor he signs some papers at the front desk and leaves the hospital. 

EXT: – ENTRYWAY TO HOSPITAL

He steps out of the hospital and stops. After a few seconds an ambulance pulls up and doctors help a pregnant woman out of the ambulance and into the hospital. Kyle watches them and then looks away at the sky. For a second, it looks as though a cloud is shaped like an angel. Kyle leans his head momentarily. He looks down and smiles softly. He then walks to his car and the screen fades to black.

FADE OUT

