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Bl ackness. The wi nd KEENS. SUPER

"Once upon a tine, long, |ong ago,
t here was a Ki ngdom . "

FADE | N:
EXT. XUL NI MRAI TH - NI GHT

Large bats flap across ruined black earth. Dust devils
dance eerily anong human and ani mal bones, sone of them
i npossi bly huge.

Lava bubbl es around a towering black crystal obelisk --
l'ightning forks through the sky. Mstic sigils burn in the
air around the shaft. There's a statue on top --

-- of a pixie-like child. 1In its upraised hands is a bl ood-
red jewel. OS HOOFBEATS .

Si x cl oaked riders gallop across the sea of bones and
through a giant rib-cage . . . past seething fissures and
rein in on a ridge.

SINGH, the | eader, uncovers his forehead. An orange gem
bl azes in his brow chakra, and SOUNDS a di scordant NOTE
THUNDER. . .

Singh forces his skittish nmount across a basalt bridge above
the lava. The others watch nervously.

Singh’s horse rears, its eyes wide in fear -- he struggl es
to calmit as the earth trenbles violently --

The others react in terror as fire erupts fromfissures
around t hem

The GUARDI AN rises fromthe noat -- a huge hybrid spider-
dragon -- weathed in fire -- it ROARS. The Riders fight to
control their terrified nmounts --
Si ngh gestures wildly -- faint shimrers of energy dance in
the air around him His horse rears and bucks frantically --
SI NGH
AKKAB' BAR- HAKH'  ZURAB H UKSHI H!

YA MJKH DA --

The CGuardi an’s drippi ng mandi bl es snap shut around Si ngh and
hi s horse.

The Riders try to flee. Huge BATS swarm down and tear at
themw th razor-sharp fangs!



The CGuardian’s saliva corrodes the ground as it raises its
head. The riders are reflected in its dozens of eyes. They
screamin terror, assaulted by the devil-bats.

The Guardi an lunges -- and withes in agony. |t EXPLODES in
burning flesh, chitin and snoking entrails. 1t’s snoldering
skel eton crashes down onto the bridge.

Singh rises fromits remains, shaken and burned. His horse
lies in a snoking heap at his feet. He turns, and al nost as
an afterthought, hurls a magical blast at the bats. They
flee. The other riders fall to the ground.

In Singh’s ruined face is a gleamof nmalignant triunph.
EXT. THE OBELI SK - NI GHT

Singh croaks a spell. Dark magic crackles around him
Li ght ni ng racks the sky.

The Riders drip blood fromtheir forearns into an earthen bow .
Singh raises the bow and hurls it against the obelisk. The

bl ood splatters and flows rapidly upward as it is absorbed

by the shaft. The Riders screamand withe in pain,

suddenly aging --

Li ght ni ng and THUNDER rack the heavens.

The obelisk vibrates -- the fiery sigils swirl around it --
faster and faster --

The statue on its apex glows. |Its features warp

becone feral -- the bl oodstone bl azes .

Dar k magi c CRACKLES up and down the shaft. It trenbles
violently -- cracks appear --

Singh stands before it, his bony arnms raised. He shouts a
spell, lashed by the w nd.

The Riders fall to their knees, withering .

-- the obelisk EXPLODES! They're hurled away -- their
nout hs open in soundl ess agony --

Green flanmes belch into the sky. HOAI NG denons erupt out
of the ground --

LORD DARKCHYLDE rises with a SCREAM of triunph! The
bl oodst one bl azes like a dark sun in the center of his throat.



Singh and the riders tunble in the maelstrom-- skin is torn
fromtheir bodies -- linbs twi st and deform-- bl ood and
vital fluids evaporate!

EXT. XUL NI MRAITH - NI GHT

Dar k shockwaves pul verize everything in their path.
Great pits belch fire . . . snoke blots out the skies.
Mount ai ns thrust up through the earth --

The riders energe -- transforned into the ghoulish
SHADOWMVEN - - astride bat-w nged HELL- BEASTS with flam ng
tails and manes. As they soar away, a tw sted nountai n-
fortress rises .

The HOALS and WAILS build to a deafening crescendo which
becones - -

EXT. FOREST - DAY

The SOUND of REED PI PES. Fauns ronp through shafts of
gol den sunlight, the air’s full of glowng FAIRIES. Aninmals
bot h nundane and fantastic graze beside sparkling streans.

A Unicorn raises her head .
Ani mal s | ook up, sensing sonething in the air
They nove toward the edge of a ravine . . . across an
expanse of woods and neadow a wal |l of DARKNESS approaches.
Di stant HOALS and SHRIEKS roil in its depths. Birds and
animals flee before it

many of themfall to earth, withing and mutati ng.

The earth turns gray, brittle . . . poisoned. The scene is
taken in by

.o PRI NCESS JOVI TA (JUVY) T SAN CHI ARA, a beautiful Elf
of ei ghteen sunmers.

She renoves her |eather and mail headgear. Behind her stand
six GANZIR -- EIf ninja. She tears her eyes away, and
speaks to themin Elvish

EXT. A WOODED ROAD - DAY

Colorful birds are startled into flight as the G anzir
gal l op out of the woods and across a | ush neadow.



EXT. FOREST GLADE - DAY

Atiny fire lizard hovers |ike a humm ngbird, CH RPS happily.
Hundreds of them | eave dazzling after-inages in the air as
they fly . . . others doze and sunbathe on the rocks by a
wat erfal | -fed brook.

Several eyes peer out of a nearby thicket. A twi g SNAPS!

LEXI S (OS)
Shhh!

Twel ve BANTI creep out, in forest canp of |eaves, grass and
tw gs. These ragged pixies have an air of quiet desperation,
and many carry nets and wel | - pat ched sacks.

LEXIS -- stern, no-nonsense -- leads. KIM, his 10-year old
son, crawls beside him mserable. He starts to speak,
Lexis stops himwith a | ook.

A fire lizard head pops up --

The Banti freeze and seemto magically blend with their
sur roundi ngs.

The fire lizard settles down with a sigh, tiny snoke rings
puff fromits nostrils.

The Banti creep through clover and grass stealthily. Nets
and sacks inch into position .

Kim hangs back. He sneaks a slingshot out, |oads a pea --
and fires it at a pudgy Banti -- who yelps as it hits himin
the seat of his tattered pants!

The fire lizards swarm awake. The Banti shout and chase
themfrantically.

Kimi quickly pockets the weapon, |ooks innocent.

LEXI S
Don’t just stand there, boy -- at
"em At 'em | says!

Kim reluctantly joins the chase.

The pudgy Banti grabs at two CHATTERING fire |izards. Kim
"accidental ly" stunbles and trips him The hapl ess Banti
rolls dowmn a hill into the stream The fire |lizards dart
off like a swarm of jewels.

Kim watches, relieved.



KIM
They' re getting away .

LEXI S
Korbis -- Yatko -- quick, lads --
there! Kim!

He tosses his net at a beautiful aqua specinmen. It darts
into the woods with Lexis in hot pursuit. Kim hesitates,
t hen dashes after him

EXT. WOODS - DAY

The fire lizard CHATTERS as it zips through the trees. Both
Banti are | ashed and snagged by branches and branbles. Kimi
jerks to a stop as his tunic snags. Lexis disappears into

t he brush.

KIM
Ungh -- Papa -- wait -- Papa -- !

Lexis’ YELLS, the fire lizard' s CH RPS recede into the trees.
Kim tears his tunic as he pulls free and runs after Lexis.

EXT. MOUNTAI N RI DGE - DAY

The fire lizard slips out frombeneath Lexis’ net. He
clinbs after it up the rocky nountai nside.

EXT. ANCI ENT RUI NS - DAY

Huge, dark, brooding. Distant THUNDER Lightning flashes
on the horizon. Lexis chases his zigzagging prey past them

LEXI S
Here! Stop! Ahhh -- come back,
ye little -- | won't harmye!
Ye' |l have a nice, cozy life --
yer very own cage -- Waaaiit --

Aaaar gh!

It flits up the rocky slope. Lexis scranbles after it,
panting and nuttering.

EXT. MOUNTAI N RI DGE - DAY
Kim stunbles out of the woods, al one and fri ghtened.

KIM
Papa? P - Papa!!!

THUNDER. Kim |ooks up at the gathering clouds, frightened.
In their depths vague forms twi st and roil



LEXIS (OS)
Aaaaaaagh - -

Kim junps, scranbles up the sl ope.
EXT. ANCI ENT RU NS - DAY

Kim pulls hinself up onto the plateau. He goggles at the
massi ve, overgrown structures, towering statues and fallen
t owers.

KI M
MIlora .

An ivory sphinx crouches before a huge Tenple carved out of
the nmountainside. Kim stares at it, awed. He shivers . . .
gl ances around. There’'s no sign of Lexis. He takes out his
slingshot .

The Sphinx regards himw th bl ank, inpassive eyes.

Kim edges past, his eyes riveted on it. He clinbs the
junmbl ed sl ope of masonry that |eads to the dark doorway.. .

KI M
P- Papa . . . ?
EXT. WOODS - DAY
Lexis junps --
LEXI S
Waaaaaaghhhhh!

-- and hits the ground hard.

The fire lizard nakes a RUDE SOUND and flies off with a
final flip of its tail. Lexis watches it, crestfallen.

LEXI S
Ahg! Ain't that just the way of
it

He dusts hinmself off sullenly. He suddenly |ooks around,
al ar ned.

LEXI S
KinP Kim?!

He scranbles up and runs down the slope. THUNDER

LEXI S
KEMILrrrrrr ---



| NT. TEMPLE - ANTECHAMBER

Kim squeezes in between two huge stone bl ocks. He | ooks
around a huge chanber full of massive scul ptures of Gods,
Warriors, Elves, Dwarves, and Monsters. A stone altar in
the center of the chanber is bathed in a shaft of sunlight.

Kim clinbs part way onto it. Lizards and spiders scurry
for cover. He brushes away sone dust, leans in for a closer
| ook at the carvings -- a HAND grabs his shoul der! He yel ps,
spins around --

-- to see Lexis' severe frown.

KI'M
P - Papa . . . you scared --

LEXI S
"1l give ye scairt, ye young -- !
What’ve | told ye about sneakin’
of f be yerself in strange places?

Eh?!

KIM
Il wasn’t --

LEXI S
Dern right ye wasn’t! In a place
the like o' this, too. Ye mghta
been kilt to pieces -- an’ then

what would I tell yer nother, eh?
Eh?! Hang ne out to dry, she
would -- and rightly so!

Kim hangs his head contritely.

KI M
yes, sSir

Lexis relents a bit. He ruffles Kim’ s hair, glances around.

LEXI S
What in the . . . By the sacred
frog. . . didy never see the
like o' this, now?

Kim scranbles onto the altar, caught up in the excitenent
of their discovery.

KI M
D you think great kings lived
here, like in the stories Ad

Grvanfir tells?



Lexi s shudders as he gl ances around.

LEXI S

Hunph! M serabl e skul kin
Wzards is nore like it. |
shouldn’ t --

(sees where Kim i5s)
Down wi’ ye, boy! Nuh-uh, off o
there now, 'fore ye cone to
m schief. Down, NOW

Rel uctantly, Kim starts to clinb down.

H s foot depresses a raised carving -- the altar RUVBLES --

-- and suddenly angles down -- exposing a dark openi ng beneath.
Kim slides towards the edge stirring up clouds of dust.

KI'M
yerrr - -1 -1 - -1 -

LEX
KEMITIETEEnd

IS

1!

Lexis scranbles on as it stops and rocks gently on its

central pivot. Kim clings to the stonework at the opposite
end. He | ooks down at the black abyss, afraid even to breathe.

LEXI S
Easy, lad . . . easy -- don't --
back this way now. . . that’s it
. eaasy does it -- don't | ook
down! G mme yer hand, now .
c’mon . . . that’s the way .

Kim inches toward Lexis. A few feet away he reaches out --
the altar tilts -- he freezes. He |ooks hel plessly at Lexis.

Lexis inches forward -- it dips alarmngly. He noves slowy,
as a frightened whi nper escapes Kim.

LEXI S
Don't -- just wait there .
all right?

Kim nods. Barely half-way across, Lexis takes a deep
breath -- lunges --

H s hand closes on Kim's --

-- the altar shifts and they plunge into the darkness --



LEXI S

| NT. CHAMBER BELOW

They slide down a | ong curved stone ranp, through webs
containing fat, hairy spiders. Couds of bats SQUEAL and
flap around them Both are terrified.

They land in a cloud of dust at the bottom Coughing and
shaken, Lexis grabs Kim, exam nes hi m anxiously.

LEXI S
Kim! Are vy all right?'! Kim--

KIM
Y - yes, Papa, I'm 1’ m okay.

Lexis breathes a sigh of relief, hugs himtight.

LEXI S
Oh, thank the Gol den Lady. Boy,
ye'll send ne t’ ne grave yet.
KIM
l’msorry, Papa. | didn’t mean
to --
LEXI S

Never m nd, never you mnd. Yer
all right, that’s all, yer all right.

He smles down at Kim, who hugs himtightly. They I ook
around in the gloomwarily.

LEXI S
Well, it . . . it could be worse.
W kin. . . clinmb back up, I'm

sure .

The chanber’s stone walls rise into darkness am d towering
statues, strange carvings.

KIM
Ch -- |l ook at those!

He noves towards a carved tableau of an epic battle. Lexis
yanks hi m back.

LEXI S

Hog' s chestnuts, boy, do ye never
| earn? Stay where | can see ye.

They edge cl oser, peer up at the towering bas-reliefs.



10.

KIM
It looks like a big fight, or
sonet hi ng.
LEXI S
Mm  Holy goggle-fruit
All around themare heroic forns . . . hideous beasts .
depictions of cities under siege . . . and a fearsone,
i ndistinct creature . . . half-effaced . . . full of dark
mal evol ence. Lexi s shudders.
LEXI S
| don’t wanna know what that'’s
all about. | wonder now. . . SO

it wn't be a total |oss, be
there anythin” ’round here nmaybe
worth a few coins? | --

KIM
You wanna | ook?
LEXI S
Mght's well -- mnd -- stay

where | can see ye.

They nove around the chanber. Kim wanders along the |ength
of the battle carving. He stares up at the damaged
depi ction of the dark presence. Shudders.

He backs away slowy. He listens. There's a faint, alnost
sublimnal SOUND -- haunting . . . hypnotic . . . H's eyes
grow wi de as he |istens. He glances back

Lexi s rummges through a huge stone urn, only his feet
sticking out.

Kim listens to the ethereal MELODY. Slowy his expression
changes as he becones enthralled. He noves towards it.

Lexi s struggles his way out of the urn, sneezes. He blows
his nose in the hemof his tunic.

LEXI S
Pfah! Probably sonebody’ s
spittoon. Well, Kim we -- Kin®
Kim?

He’s alone. He junps up. Panicked. Searches frantically.
LEXI S

Durn that boy . . . Kim -- Kim!
Where are ye? Ki --



11.

He HEARS Kim's startled CRY --

LEXI S
Kim!!!

Lexis runs past towering netal and narble statues that |ine
the stone passageway, toward a bright light --

I NT. CRYSTAL CHAMBER

Li ke the inside of a geode, thousands of facets reflect
dazzling points of light. The air TINKLES |ike tiny BELLS.
Lexis shields his eyes against the glare as he searches for
Kim, sees himstanding before a wi nged gol den statue .

A VI OLET JEWEL fl oats above its cupped palns, gleamng |ike
pure starlight.

LEXI S
Oh, ny gran’ pa’ s whiskers .

The ethereal MJUSIC is everywhere. Lexis |ooks in vain for
its source. He sees Kim approach the statue as if in a trance.

LEXI S
Kim! Kim-- don't --

He starts forward -- and bounces off of an energy barrier.
He tries to push through. He watches in anguish as Kim
approaches the statue.

Suddenly its head turns. Kim junps back. It smles .
and speaks in a HUNDRED MJSI CAL VO CES, at once both
wonder ful and frightening.

| DOL
Wl conme, Healer of the Wrld s Heart.
LEXI S
Kim! Kim -- no-- keep away --
Kim’'s enthralled. The statue lowers the jewel. Kim'’s

face is bathed in its gl ow

Lexis struggles to push through the barrier -- |ike noving
through a wall of jello.

The jewel floats into Kim'’'s trenbling hands . . . he | ooks
up at the statue .

The THOUSAND VO CES swel | rapturously -- there’s a searing
flash of light -- Lexis shields his eyes --



12.

LEXI S
KEMITTTTT!

EXT. ANCI ENT RUI NS - DAY

FLASH  They appear outside the city, shaken and disoriented.
Kim |aughs delightedly. H's eyes roll up and he col | apses.
Lexis catches him He's out cold.

Somet hi ng beneath Kim’'s tunic glows and pulses in tine with
hi s HEARTBEAT. Lexis opens it and gasps -- the violet jewel
hangs around Kim’'s neck.

He grabs it and HOALS in pain, jerks his hand back. His
fingers are blistered and snoking. He stares at the gemin
grow ng horror. THUNDER

EXT. JAI" PURNA - DAY

It’s a dazzling mx of the Arabian N ghts and fabl ed
Atl antis, perched on a vast plain betw xt seven hills,
surrounded by a wide wall with seven gates and seven towers.

EXT. MAIN SQUARE - DAY

Vel | -dressed peopl e nove through beautiful, terraced streets
and breath-taking gardens. Exotic aninmals are on display in
t he bazaars and markets. A skyline of jeweled mnarets and
marbl e towers rises inside the ornate walls.

EXT. PALACE - DAY

Guards stand before huge columms and multi-tiered fountains
on the steps of the inposing, doned edifice.

I NT. THRONE ROOM - DAY

It’s a marvel of architecture, with rich hangings and ornate
tapestries. The Council’s in session: a cross-section of
humans, Dwarves and El ves, engaged in heated argunent.

AG LMAR, a regal m ddl e-aged human mal e, and I SELIN, a
beautiful female EIf sit on twin thrones. D THORA and a
dozen feisty Dwarves argue with DARIUS, the Prime M nister
a sall ow, weasel -eyed human

D THORA
: sinking their damm tunnels
deeper and deeper every day! The
| ast treaty --

The Dwarves shout agreenent, drown himout, as do severa
El ves. There’'s a thinly-veiled polarity between the hunans
and the other races.
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DARI US
The Iron Mountains belong to no
one people. Their resources --

D THORA
Jotun-Helmis QUR traditional
| and! We’ve fought to defend it
before, and we’'ll --

DARI US
Eh? \What treasonous muttering -

D THORA
Treason?! By ny grandfather’s
sacred sac --

He whi ps out a flat-bladed knife -- Darius cringes. The
Dwar ves WHOOP and | augh and shout encouragenent. The humans
| ook outraged. The Elves watch, anused.

| SELI N
General D Thor a!

D Thora stops reluctantly. The Dwarves sound di sappoi nt ed.

DARI US
Your -- Your Majesty -- no
weapons are allowed w thin
Counci | chanbers

D THORA
Weapon? What weapon?

He daintily uses it to clean his fingernails. The Dwarves
| augh uproariously and clap himon the back. Darius regards
t hem darkl y.

AG LMAR
That will do, gentlenen.

D Thora nakes a face, but he puts the knife away.

AG LVAR
For the record, Prinme Mnister
Darius, W do not question the
| oyalty of the Mountain Dwarves.

DARI US
Certainly, Sire, I, | meant not

toinply --



| SELI N
They raise a valid point, MLord.
Year by year their |ands dw ndl e,
despite assurances there would be
no further --

DARI US
We do what is necessary, Sire.
After all, nust progress stand
still for the conveni ence of a
few --

| SELI N
Must it entail desecrati on and
bef oul --

DARI US

(to Agil mar)
Your Majesty is aware that our
m neral needs continue to grow.
W nust --

| SELI N
H's Majesty is not the one who
was addressing you.

14.

An el ectric noment as they stare at each other. Darius bows

obsequi ousl y.

DARI US

| nmeant no disrespect . . . M Lady.
AG LVAR

Whi ch | eaves us, | am afraid,

wi th the sane question. Wen
does progress beconme oppressive?

D THORA
When ya put greedy swine in
charge, that’s when

The Dwarves agree loudly. Several Humans argue with them
The El ves watch guardedly.

A Handmai d whi spers to Iselin who reacts, surprised. She
nods, the Handmaid w thdraws. Agilmar RAPS his scepter on
the marble floor.

AG LMAR
This Council represents fairly
and equitably, the interests of
everyone in Jai’ Purna, and all of
our allies.
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The Dwarves nutter, unconvi nced.

DARI US
Sire, | assure you, we do our
best to --

| SELI N

My Lord, an urgent matter demands
ny i mediate attention .

DARI US
Eh? W have not done here.

She gives hima | ook of nock contrition.
| SELI N
A thousand pardons. Have | your
perm ssion to depart, "Lord" Darius?

Dwarves and El ves laugh. Darius smles tightly. He stares
after Iselin coldly as she exits. Agilmar sighs.

AGQ LMAR
Now t hen .

The heated di scussion starts up again.
| NT. PALACE CORRI DOR - DAY
Iselin hurries along with six Handnai ds.

H gh above a tiny Gargoyl e detaches froma colum. It
TITTERS m ndl essly, flaps after them

I NT. QUEEN S CHAMBERS - DAY

Iselin enters to find Juvy and the G anzir. They bow to her,
but her | ook shows a bit of disapproval.

Juvy
W' ve terrible news, nother --
| SELI N
Hello to you, too, daughter
Juvy
This is inportant! W don’'t --
| SELI N JUVY
Your father does not w sh you He’s not one of us! | don’t
toride with -- have to --

She drops her eyes before Iselin’ s | ook, though she’s by no
means cowed.



JUVY
You know how t hey feel about us.

| SELI N
You know t hat he does not.

JUVY
| know that he’'s a human.

It’s an old argunent, not likely to be resolved here.
I selin sighs.

| SELI N
What mi schief have you been up to
now, daughter?

JUVY
A great darkness sweeps out of
Xul Ninraith. For three day --

Iselin grabs Juvy’'s arm suddenly pale and trenbling.

| SELI N

You went there?! Answer nel
JUVY

Y -- you're hurting ne. \Wat --
| SELI N

Did you go there?!
JUVY

N - no, only as far as Kul dheim

Mot her
Rel i eved, Iselin stops Juvy with a shake.

| SELI N
No -- not here. Tonight at
Seer’s Spike. Until then speak
with no one. And see that you
are not followed -- do you
under st and?

JUVY
What - -

Iselin"s grip tightens on her arm maki ng her wi nce. Juvy
sees the fear in her nother’s eyes and it alarns her.

The gargoyl e peers down fromthe ceiling .
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EXT. BANTI VILLAGE - N GHT

A fairy-tale ghetto in the forest, with ranmshackle huts at
ground |l evel and in the branches of huge, gnarled trees.
Lights flicker in the windows and the animal CRIES and the
CH RP of CRICKETS fill the night.

INT. KIM’S TREE HOVE - N GHT

BERYL -- a plunp apple of a woman -- clears away the beat-up
dinnerware. At the table Lexis snokes his pipe.

EXT. BANTI VILLAGE COMMON - NI GHT

Fireflies zip around Kim, his eight brothers and sisters
and every Banti kid in the village. TUVAS, an el even-year
ol d troubl emaker, regards Kim jeal ously.

KIM
.o then it whooshed us out of
t her el

The kids "OOOH' and "AHHH'. Tumas nekes a face.

TUVAS
Sounds like a lotta pixie poot to ne.

KIM
How woul d you know? You weren’t
even t here!

Tumas makes a rude sound, Kim glares at him

Beryl and Lexis watch fromtheir tree-branch porch. She
starts to call out, but Lexis puts a hand on her arm

TUMAS
So where is this magic rock?
Cnon, let's see it.

KIM
No.
TUMAS
Way, 'cause we’'|ll find out it’s

just a piece o junk?
Kim turns away. Tumas grabs Kim’'s tunic. They westle.
Beryl gl ances at Lexis. He watches calmy.

KIM
No! Don't -- lemme -- stop it!



18.

Turmas opens Kim’'s tunic and sees the jewel. The other kids
gasp and nove close for a better look. Kim tries to pul
away but Tumas grabs the gem-- ZAP -- he screans in pain

and is hurled away.
BERYL
Kim !
Lexi s and Beryl run down the tw sting branches.
Kim’'s horrified. A crowd of adults gathers around the

burned Tunas, who whinpers in pain. Lexis grabs Kim, who's
close to tears.

KIM
| -- | didn't nean to -- | didn't
nean to -- | didn't --

LEXI S
What happened? What Happened?!

Kim shakes his head, scared. He doesn’t know. Beryl hugs
Kim to her. Lexis pushes his way into the crowd.

LEXI S
-- he hurt bad?
BANTI MAN
Looks like. Easy, there, give

hi m room
Kim hides his face agai nst Beryl and sobs.
Lexis frowns, nervous.

BANTI WOMAN
Get Gnanfir! Soneone -- Quick!

They try to pick Tumas up but he screans in agony.
Kim huddles into his nother’s arns.
EXT. GMMFIR' S HOUSE - NI GHT

GMMFI R, the ancient Shaman, energes from his huge, gnarled
tree. He scows at the ruckus as he hobbles up to the crowd.

GWAMFI R
Make way, make way there . . .
make -- Ey? Wat’'s happened here?
What’' s this?

Al'l eyes turn fearfully to Kimi. OGmanfir squints at himand
Kim hides against Beryl, trenbling.
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Gnanfir exam nes Tumas, |ooks sharply at Kim.

GWAMFI R
What happened here? Speak up,
boy -- what did ye --

Kim shuts his eyes tight and whispers, frightened.

KIM
["msorry . . . I"'msorry . . . |
didn't mean it -- | w sh he
wasn't hurt --

Gistening light engulfs Tunas. The Banti gasp and scranbl e
away. Tumas is |ifted off of the ground. He floats in the
air, bathed in the strange light . . . then settles to the
ground. As the |ight disperses, they see that he’s

conpl etely heal ed.

BERYL
Ch. . . ny.

Kim |ooks up at his parents, relieved and excited. He’'s
stopped by the fear on everyone's faces as they edge away.
Di st ant THUNDER

EXT. DARKTONER - NI GHT

Qgres, Trolls, Ocs, Ghouls, Goblins, Banshees, Hobgobli ns,
Bogi es, Inps, Golliwinps and Denons are everywhere. CS,
Dar kchyl de ROARS in agony --

[ NT. THRONE ROOM - NI GHT

Dar kchyl de screans in pain as |ightning and THUNDER shatter
the skies. He drags hinself to his throne, the SKELETON of
some gigantic vermn. He suddenly warps -- twists --
screans in pain!

Swarns of carrion insects scuttle for cover as he |ays
panting . . . his pain subsides. The BLOODSTONE in his
throat ripples |ike a dark pool.

DARKCHYLDE
Bant i

EXT. JAI" PURNA - COUNTRYSI DE - N GHT

The Shadownen soar above cultivated fields on their Hel

Steeds. Singh gasps in pain. . . they flicker -- grow
i nsubstantial . . . bits of themflake off in the wnd Iike
ashes . . . they slowy solidify.

Singh glares toward the horizon.
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EXT. JAI’ PURNA - PALACE - N GHT

Sentries stand atop the walls. The city’'s even nore
beauti ful by night.

I NT. DINING HALL - NI GHT

Agi |l mar and Iselin host humans, elves and dwarves at a | ong
banquet table, though the guests are still polarized into
their own groups.

I selin gasps, clutches her heart.

Agi | mar | ooks up, concerned. |Iselin conceals her pain as
Agi | mar | eans over.

AG LVAR
What is it? Are you --

| SELI N
It’s nothing, nmy husband . . . |
fear dinner did not agree with ne.

AG LMAR
"1l sumon the physician --

She ki sses himon the cheek, rises hurriedly.

| SELI N
Pray, do not trouble. A bit of
air, I wll be fine. Continue, |
w |l see thee anon.

He | ooks concerned as she hurries out.
Dari us wat ches her
EXT. BANTI VILLAGE - GMMVFIR S HOUSE - NI GHT

Distant lightning and THUNDER . . . the village whispers and
murmurs with excitenent and fear

INT. GMMFIR' S TREE HOUSE - N GHT

Gvanfir wears a tattered cerennnial robe and a headdress of
greenery. Runes are marked on his face, he leans on his
staff and makes ritual notions, intones in a | ow voi ce.

Kim and Lexis stand in an inscribed circle and watch,
worried. The Banti, including Beryl and Kim s siblings,
crowd the doorway.

Gnanfir spreads a handful of bones on the floor as he chants.
He peers closely at them He holds a gnarled hand out --
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Kim edges back. Gaanfir gestures inpatiently w thout
taking his eyes off the bones. Lexis nudges Kim, gives him
a stern look. Reluctantly Kim approaches the Shaman --

-- and touches Gnanfir’s hand -- the jewel BLAZES. The
Banti gasp and edge back, several of themflee. Kim tries
to back away but Gmanfir grabs his hand.

Grvanfir’s eyes widen -- he trenbles violently, foans at the
nmout h!

Al arned, Lexis starts forward --

GMMFI R
NO N

Lexis reels as if struck. He falls to his knees, stunned.

Kim and Gaanfir | ook into each other’s eyes . . . the
jewel s aura waxes and wanes -- and becones dark. Kim’s
transfornmed into Darkchyl de. The Banti scream and shri nk
back in terror.

LEXI S
KIM!!I

He grabs Kim -- who ROARS -- Lexis |eaps back. Gwaanfir
shrieks at Kim in a strange tongue, holds tight to the
little Banti’s hand. Kim bares sharp, discolored fangs and
| eaps at him --

Gnvanfir flings powder into Kim's face -- FLASH --
Kim hits the floor, stunned, transfornmed back into hinself.
Gnvanfir sits down heavily, his eyes unfocussed, breathless,

clutching his staff. Lexis cautiously goes to Kim, touches
hi m gi ngerly.

LEXI S
What . . . what the devil did you --
Kim whinpers. H's voice is enpty . . . alnpbst wthout
subst ance.
KIM
P-- Papa. . . t -- take ne hone,
Papa . . . please . . . t -- take

me home .
Lexis gathers Kim into his trenbling arns.

LEXI S
Shush! It’s all right, son, we --
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Gnanfir points a shaking finger at Lexis.

GWAMFI R
You . . . you went there -- the
Forbidden Cty . . . what did you do?
LEXI S
W-- what? N -- nothin, w-- we
didn't --
GWAMFI R

WHAT -- DD -- YOQU -- DO?!?!

Lexis hugs Kim tightly, |ooks away. OGaanfir stares at Kimi
wi th holy dread.

GWAMFI R
Fools . . . what have you done .

He sags against his staff. He |ooks up and the Banti gasp .
. . he’s older . . . shrunken. He shakes his head. Beryl
hugs Kim tight, murnurs softly to him

Gnanfir gets up weakly. He stares at Kim who shifts
unconf ortably.

LEXI S
What . . . what are we going to
do? OGwanfir? \Wat?
OGnvanfir stares at Kim. Kim buries his face agai nst Beryl,
sobbi ng.

EXT. BANTI VILLAGE - N GHT
A chill wind whips through the village.

Kim sits on the back of a large white bird. Lexis fusses
with the harness and reins.

The Banti peek fearfully fromshuttered w ndows.

Gnanfir hobbles up. He and Lexis stare at each other.
Gnanfir holds out a silver dagger.

GWAVFI R
Here. Take this.

LEXI S
|’ve already got a --

GWAMFI R
St op bei ng such a dammed nul e- head!
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Lexi s’ taken aback. Gwaanfir places the dagger in Lexis’ hand.

GMWAMFI R
You nust keep him safe, do you
under st and?!

LEXI S
Vel |, of course | do! He' s ny
son, isn't he? Damm tomf oo
nonsense .

They | ook up uneasily at another runble of THUNDER

GMWAMFI R
What -- what is it now . . .
first star to the left, and
straight on til -- or is that
sonething else . . . No matter

Stop for nothing, speak with no
one. My the Gol den Lady protect

t hee.

LEXI S
Just so this foolishness is done
with.

Lexi s stunps over to say good-bye to Beryl.

Gnvanfir and Kim | ook at each other. Gwanfir gingerly puts
a hand on Kim’'s knee -- junps back, frightened as the gem
CRACKLES.

Beryl starts towards Kim but Lexis stops her.

Gnanfir hobbles off |eaving Kim alone and frightened.
Lexi s hugs his fam |y, |ooks around.

The Banti di sappear fromtheir w ndows.

Lexis turns to go, but Beryl clings to him He pats her
confortingly then gently but firmy disengages hinself.

Lexis mounts the COO NG bird. Kim |ooks back at Beryl.
She reaches a tiny hand out
LEXI S
Tch-chk! Geeddap! Ho, there!
Hyaah! Hup -- HUP!
Wth a SQUAWK and a flurry of wings the bird takes flight.

Kim clings to Lexis, |ooks back
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. . . and sees his world drop away as they clinb higher and
hi gher.
Beryl hugs her children and sobs as they di sappear from sight.
EXT. COUNTRYSI DE I NN - NI GHT

Nestl ed at the edge of thick woods. Lights burn in the
w ndows, SONG and the CLINK of tankards drifts out

INT. INN - N GHT

It’s packed with local folk, cloaked travelers. A fire
roars in the hearth. Serving girls nove through the crowd
wi th tankards, plates of food. The door bursts open -- a
CHILL WND cuts off conversation |ike a scythe.

Si x dark-cl oaked Travelers enter. Yellow eyes gl eam beneath
their hoods. They linp to the bar. Subdued conversation
resunes. The stout | NNKEEPER approaches themreluctantly,
wri nkl es hi s nose.

DARK TRAVELER
You seemto do good business.

| NNKEEPER
Can’ t conpl ai n.

DARK TRAVELER
Per haps sonmeone here knows where
we mght find . . . a Banti village.

The patrons avoid his gaze. 1It’s grown quiet.

| NNKEEPER
This’s an inn, friend. You want
fairy tales, try the | ocal
t heater qguild.

Sone nervous | aughter dies under the Dark One’'s gl are.

I NNKEEPER
If you don’t want to eat, get
drunk, or laid, 1I'Il trouble you

to nove --

The Dark One’s hand shoots out wi th supernatural speed and
grabs the Innkeeper’s throat, hauls himhal fway across the bar.

DARK TRAVELER
What ever happened to good
cust oner service?

A Viking Warrior SLAMS his tankard on the table.



25.

The Dark One’s head snaps around.

Several arnmed nmen rise, their hands on various weapons. The
ot her patrons stare at the Dark Travel ers.

The Dark One rel eases the I nnkeeper who falls back, gasping
and massaging his throat. The inpression of the Dark One’s
fingers is burned into the Innkeeper’s skin. The Dark One
i nps away fromthe bar.

DARK TRAVELER
Now, now . . . no need for this
to beconme . . . unpleasant.

He opens his hands. Golden coins gleamin his palm He
turns so that all can see them

DARK TRAVELER
Eh? Eh?

The | nnkeeper takes a thick club from behind the bar.

The Dark One chuckles -- turns his pal mdown. The coins
fall -- and burst into flane before they hit the floor,
di sappear.

DARK TRAVELER

Pity . . . but then .

The Sinister Six shimer, twist -- and warp into the
Shadownren - -

SI NGH

the Night's still young -- !

They leap at the screamng crowd --

EXT. SEER S SPIKE - N GHT

The WND SHRI EKS. A stormrages around the ancient watchtower
I NT. WATCHTOWER - STAI RAELL - NI GHT

Iselin and D Thora clinb the winding stone stairs |it by
lightning. D Thora grunbles, out of breath.

D THORA
. .. . we . . . couldn't do this
i n your chanbers?

I selin disappears around a bend. D Thora w pes water from
his eyes, hurries to catch up.
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INT. TONER SUWM T - N GHT

D Thora recoils, startled -- a flash of lightning reveals
Juvy and the G anzir.

D THORA
Gyaaah --

Juvy smles, which nmakes hi m grunpier.

Juvy
Got you.

D THORA
Did not.

In the center of the chanber Iselin raises her arns, her
eyes closed, and SINGS softly in Elvish. A deep EMERALD
GLOW suf fuses the tower.

EXT. SEER S SPI KE - NI GHT

The gargoyle |ands on a cornice, rain streamng down its
ugly face. It peers in at the enerald |ight.

I NT. WATCHTOMNER SUMM T - NI GHT

Juvy gasps as swirling nmagical |ight weaves around them
lifts their hair and cloaks. The G anzir are inpassive.
D Thora | ooks uneasy. Iselin s SONG grows wi | der, nore
I nsi st ent

A STONE ARM fl ows up out of the center of the floor,
clenched into a fist. It stops level with Iselin’s heart.
Qut si de the STORM r ages.

The hand GROANS open. In it’s palmis a glistening green
jewel with flecks of rose. It rises and slowy and revol ves
in md-air. The nystical energy converges on the gl ow ng gem

D THORA
this can’t be anything good.

JUVY
Hush!

He gives her an annoyed | ook. The gem hovers before Iselin
as she SINGS. It gathers up the swirling energy, spins
faster and faster . . . there’s a FLASH ---

Iselin lets out an angui shed sob.



The jewel’'s inbedded in the center of Juvy' s chest, her
heart chakra.

D THORA
Aesir’s ball s!

Juvy | ooks up at Iselin, stunned.

| SELI N
sealed . . . and delivered.

Juvy touches it gingerly. Gow ng notes of light drift up
her arm and suffuse her body in green light. She |ooks up.
The G anzir kneel around her, their heads bowed.

| SELI N
Ages ago the Soul Shards were
sundered fromthe Wrld s Heart
by Lord Darkchylde . . . who
sought to enslave the Wrld
beneath his rule.

D THORA
Geat . . . sorcery. D you know
how much | hate sorcery?

| SELI N
After the Goblin Wars the
Br ot her hood of Light tried to
repair the wound and meke the
Wor | d whol e again

JUVY
What happened?

| SELI N
Dar kchyl de’ s arm es destroyed
them but not before they hid the
stones, each anong a different
race . . . until such tine as
Dar kness m ght pass al t oget her
fromour |and .

JUVY
| don’t think I like where this
I s headed.

| SELI N
Each jewel is enmpowered to seek
its keeper . . . this one has

chosen you. You nust gather the
ot hers as quickly as you can.
MORE

27.
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| SELI N ( CONT’ D)
But -- beware those that speak in
guil e and confusion. They have
al ready fallen

Juvy | ooks out towards the stormwhile Iselin watches.

JUVY
| . . . don’'t have a choice?

| SELI N
In the end, it is only our
choi ces that may deci de the outcone.

Juvy westles with this. Iselin and D Thora hope that she
won’t accept.

JUVY
How . . . will I find then?

Iselin lets out her breath, unable to hide her anguish.
Juvy goes to her but Iselin noves out of reach.

| SELI N
When you are close, they wll
call each to the other. Bring

t hem here.
She finally |ooks up at Juvy . . . barely holding herself
t oget her.
| SELI N
You nust guard your thoughts, or
Dar kchyl de’ s stone wi Il ensnare
yours . . . and with it, the sou

of your people.
(to D Thora)
You wi || guard her?

D THORA
Hmph!  Not that she’' |l appreciate it.

JUVY
Hush, A d G ouch.

I selin hugs Juvy, fighting tears. For a nonment she’s unable
to let go. She steps back with an effort. Juvy | ooks at
her, frightened and confused.

JUVY
Mbt her

| SELI N
Go quickly! Go --
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She pushes Juvy towards the G anzir, turns away fromthem
They surround the Princess, bowto Iselin.
At the doorway Juvy gl ances back
I selin weeps softly.
Juvy’ s troubl ed as she noves down the steps.
EXT. SEER S SPIKE - N GHT

They energe into the wind and rain. Juvy | ooks back.

D THORA
Hunph! | thought I'd be headin’
back to my bed beneath the Iron
Mount ai ns.
H s gruff manner softens.
D THORA

Ahhh, ¢’ non, Young Noise. The
sooner we get started, the sooner
you can get us into trouble.

She manages a smile. He rolls his eyes. They nove into the
storm Pull their cloaks tight about them

JUVY

You were really scared up there.
D THORA

Was not!
JUVY

Was t oo.

A smal | dark shape shoots away fromthe tower and ri ses.
EXT. N GHT SKY

The white bird breaks through the clouds, sails across the
noon, its snowy w ngs spread. Kim and Lexis cling to its
back, enthralled by the beauty of the stars.

EXT. DARKTOANER - NI GHT
Har pi es soar above the battlements. A scouting party of

Trolls trudges across the drawbridge and through the fanged
door way.
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I NT. THRONE ROOM - NI GHT

Dar kchyl de broods on his throne. H's body, covered wth
runni ng sores, trenbles and warps. He grinaces in pain as
sharp protuberances erupt from his skin.

Trolls, Goblins and Ogres approach, bow |l ow clad in spiked
arnor, carrying savage weapons.

ABRAXAS, Troll Captain, raises its head, shaking.
ABRAXAS
Sire. . . wh -- we bringill
n-n- news --
Dar kchyl de gl owers.

They cringe. SCUZZLOWN a wart-hog faced Ogre, twists a
battered iron helnet in its hands.

SCUZZLOW
N - not our fault, Lord! N - not
our fault!
ABRAXAS
W- we could not stop them
Spare us!!!

Dar kchyl de snarls. Steami ng venomdrips fromhis jaws and
eats through one armof his throne. Huge spiders and
silverfish scuttle over his body. His voice is deceptively
cal m

DARKCHYLDE
Stop. Wo?

Abraxas quakes in his noldy boots. Darkchylde s eyes bl aze
i ke brinstone.

ABRAXAS
G- G- G- G- Ganzir, m- m-
ny I -1 - lord --

Dar kchyl de’ s ROAR shakes the castle to its foundations.
Bolts of sizzling brinstone blast those closest to the
throne into carbonized |unps. The others skitter back in
terror.

OGRES
Mercy -- nmercy . . . pity, oh,
pity . .
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ABRAXAS
S - spare us . . . it wasn't our
fault . . . t - the sun was in
our eyes -- nercy!
Everything runs for cover as Darkchyl de swells nonstrous and
obscene. The room shakes as he ROARS -- huge tables piled
with carrion CRACK -- a shower of dust and stone falls from

the ceiling and walls.

Dar kchyl de stalks to a large black mrror. He snarls an
I ncantation, his bloodstone glows . . . extends dark energy
tentacles toward it. A SHADOW |IMACGE fornms in the mrror --

An erratic, AERIAL VIEW. . . the edges striated and
kal ei doscopic. It streaks |lower -- reveals Juvy, D Thora
and the G anzir, riding hard across a greensward.

Somet hi ng GLOAS beneath Juvy’ s | eather and mail arnor.

Dar kchyl de’ s eyes narrow. He hisses. He watches them
gall op toward a huge, dark forest

EXT. DARKTONER - NI GHT

The castl e echoes with blood-thirsty HOALS. Fires erupt
skyward fromits parapets . . . rivers of magma Sl ZZLE
dar k- w nged Denons fill the skies.

EXT. VALLEY OF THE BROTHERHOOD - DAWN

The sun rises over a plateau crowned by a gol den pyram d and
the ruins of ancient tenples and fallen towers. The remains
of enornous statues and columms dot the valley floor.

The bird circles and settles in a RUSTLE of snowy w ngs.
EYES open in the cliff face .

Kim and Lexis gaze around in wonder. A strong breeze
ruffles their threadbare clothes making them shiver. Lexis
junps down and hel ps Kim to disnount.

LEXI S
Geat . . . Now what ?

KIM
Maybe we shoul d go back and tel
them no one was hone?

Lexi s considers, shakes his head. He takes Kim’'s hand,
they cautiously approach a gargantuan fallen statue. Above,
rocks shift and nove stealthily . . . they | ook up sharply
as several roll past them
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LEXI S
Stay cl ose now.

Kim’ s hand goes to the anmulet but Lexis stops himfrom
touching it. Several large rocks tunble down the sl ope.
They freeze. Wth a frightened SQUAWK the bird takes flight.

LEXI S
No -- wait! Cone back -- cone --

KIM
Stop! Wit --

They run after it but it streaks up and away.

KIM
Now what are we gonna --

Everything seens to be novi ng.
St one GRATES on stone.

They back toward a rocky outcrop. The rocks behind them
rise --

They note the massive shadow. . . slowy turn . . . and
look up . . . up. . . up --
-- at MOOKIE -- a towering Rock Troll. He GROAS.

EXT. GRI MAOOD FOREST - DAWN

Juvy, D Thora and the G anzir travel an overgrown road. A
primeval forest stretches away on both sides. Trees cut off
the sunlight. Enornous, twisted roots rise |like tentacles.
Shafts of tainted |ight shine through fitfully.

D Thora nudges his horse. A G anzir confers with Juvy in as
he cat ches up

D THORA
W're lost, aren't we? Admt
it -- y don't know how t hat damm

t hi ng works.

He shivers as eerie CRIES echo through the cl ose-packed
trees. Feral EYES peer fromthickets, branches, and the
holes in tree trunks.

JUVY
Scar ed?
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D THORA
Don’t get smart. You' re not too
big to be put across ny knee.

_ Juvy
(gi ggl es) _
Been too big for that since | was

t hr ee.

D Thora grunbles. Juvy and the G anzir tense, hands on
t heir swords.

D THORA Juvy
What 2 WHAT?! ?! Shhhhh!
They listen. Furtive NOSES . . . stealthy COM NGS and
GO NGS in the underbrush . . . RUSTLINGS in the branches.
Juvy
C nmon -- keep up

The G anzir spur their horses into a trot.

D THORA
C nmon, ya old nag, git --

A thick tentacl e-vine shoots out --

D THORA
Ghaaaaa --

-- and yanks himoff his horse, which bolts into a tangle of
withing vines. Juvy and the G anzir gallop to D Thora's aid.

D Thora dangl es above a | arge blossom It HI SSES, oozes
slinmy digestive fluids as it lowers him--

D THORA
YAAAAAAA - - |

Arrows perforate the slavering plant -- it H SSES -- Juvy’'s
sword sl ashes through the vines holding D Thora in a spray
of dark fluid.

D THORA
Ghaaaaal

He | ands hard, the w nd knocked out of him Juvy crouches
beside him both of her swords out. Huge, withing nmutant
plants WAIL and grab at them

A G anzir’s speared through the chest by a thick, barbed
vine -- yanked off his horse -- and crammed into a
car ni vorous pl ant.
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The G anzir fight with swords and arrows agai nst a sea of
writhing vines, SNAPPI NG branches, clutching buds. They
leap -- flip -- hack -- and stab -- surrounded by deadly fl ora.

JUVY
Get -- UP -- dammt --

D Thora unslings his battle-ax and attacks with a ferocious
WAR-CRY. Dark fluid fills the air -- steel glints --

SHRI EKS rend the air.

The horses are dragged towards the voraci ous forest.

JUVY
Get them out of herel

The G anzir cut their steeds free .
Juvy flips through the air -- cuts through whi pping stal ks --

D Thora' s ax slashes -- branches, vines, and steam ng fluids
rain around them SHRIEKING plants fight to ensnare them

Juvy and D Thora run towards the G anzir.
A snaking vine catches Juvy’'s ankle -- she falls hard.

JUVY
Uh!

It drags her rapidly towards a ground-based nonstrosity
whi ch opens wide -- shows sharp pal ps and vi scous fl uid.
D Thora races al ongsi de her --

He cleaves it in tw -- it SCREAMS in agony -- withing
tentacles whip the air around them --

A G anzir cuts Juvy free --

Anot her slings D Thora onto his back. They nount up and
ride like hell away fromthe deadly forest.

EXT. BANTI VILLAGE - N GHT

Lights burn in huts and in the tree branches.

I NT. GMMFIR' S HOUSE - NI GHT

He sits before the hearth wapped in his cloak. Disturbing
forms swirl and caper in the flanes. He shivers, picks up a
cup -- and freezes. He |ooks slowy over his shoul der

Si x DARK BANTI | oomin the shadowy doorway w th burning eyes.
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Gvanfir funbles for his staff.

GWAMFI R
W-- who --

DARK BANTI
Travel ers, G andfather, seeking
shel ter.

He backs away as they flow in and out of the shadows.

GVWAMFI R
W-- we don't . . . W-- what do
you - -

Dark Banti #1 inspects Gnvanfir’s charns, talisnen and
fetishes. OGwnanfir watches with grow ng dread.

GWAVFI R
W-- we have nothing --

Dark Banti #1 sniffs the air and grows. He spins on
Gnvanfir, his eyes burning. Gwaanfir retreats. The Dark
Banti ooze around him

DARK BANTI
Do not trifle with me, old fool
VWhere is it?

FELL VO CES ECHO around him Ganfir trenbl es.

GWAMFI R
| -- | don’t know what --
VWHSST -- a burning crossbow bolt pins his shoulder to the
wall -- he screans . . . they flow toward him
DARK BANTI
VWhere .
OGnvanfir raises his staff, stamers a protective spell. The

staff flares against the darkness that surrounds the Evi
Banti --

Dark Banti #1 waves contenptuously -- Gaanfir’s staff
becones a three-headed serpent. OGwmnanfir flings it away as
it strikes at himwith gleamng fangs. It sways before him
hi ssi ng.

DARK BANTI CHI EF
Peasant magi c.

He rips Gnanfir off the wall, and Gnanfir screans in pain.
The Dark Banti’'s eyes burn into the trenbling Shaman’s soul
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GMAMFI R
Buh -- begone, denon -- there’s
not hi ng here for you -- BEGONE!

He CRASHES into the fireplace and SCREAVS as fl anes |ick
greedily at his body. He tries to crawl out but Dark Banti
#1 ki cks hi m savagely back in.

EXT. KIM’'S TREE HOVE - N GHT

Terrified SCREAMS and SHOUTS fill the night. Beryl peers
froman upstairs w ndow surrounded by her frightened
children. She gasps in horror.

EXT. BANTI VILLAGE - NI GHT

The Shadownen swoop down on their Hell Steeds. Terrified
Banti run everywhere --

A flamng sword slices through the air -- a headl ess Banti
tunbles into the stream

INT. KIM*S TREE HOVE - N GHT

Beryl and her kids run fromthe w ndow as a Shadowren
crashes through the wall -- lands in a shower of wood, flane,
and debri s.

The Shadownman | unges for the children huddled in a corner.
Beryl slanms a chair over its head -- it ROARS in anger,

turns to attack her.

The scream ng children huddle in the loft as the Shadowran
rai ses Beryl in a decaying claw, H SSES in her face --

EXT. BANTI VILLAGE - N GHT

Si ngh strides through the blazing village as his denons | ay
waste to everything in sight. H's gemglows fitfully.

A fleeing famly' s cut down by flam ng crossbow bolts.

Banti men try to face the Shadowren and are slashed to
bl oody ri bbons.

EXT. KIM’*S TREE HOVE - N GHT

Singh sniffs the air . . . GROALS. A Shadowran drives Beryl
and her terrified children out.

Singh’s face fills Beryl’s vision.

She sobs, hugs her children.
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SI NGH
VWhere is it?

She shakes her head, terrified and unconprehendi ng. Singh
lifts her off the ground.

The children cry and plead, try to reach Beryl. Singh |ooks
at them An evil smle spreads across his face. He drops
Beryl and picks up a tiny WAILING girl.

BERYL
No -- please -- no! Pl ease!

She clings desperately to his cloak. Singh | ooks down at her.

From her POV he | ooks enor nous.

SI NGH

Wer e?
| NT. CAVERN - DAY
Mooki e strides through a linestone cathedral. Kim and
Lexi s squirmunder his arnms. Huge gl obes, tubes, and dusty
retorts are scattered about . . . human and ani mal skel etons
hang on the walls . . . heaps of books and scrolls lie
everywhere. It has all the earmarks of a wizard s den --

except for a distinct |ack of w zards.
| NT. ROCKY CHAMBER - DAY

Mooki e sets them down before a pile of tattered robes. Kimi
and Lexis huddle, shiver. Mokie inpatiently nudges the pile.

KI M
| -- is he gonna . . . eat us?

Lexis puts a cautioning finger to his lips, edges toward a
doorway, pulls Kim with him Wthout turning, Mokie
GROALS. They stop.

Mooki e gives the pile a good shake. The Banti junp as it
shifts -- a wetched GROAN cones from under neat h.

KIM
W-- what's that?!

He clings to Lexis, w de-eyed as sonething crawls out from
beneat h the robes.

FANDYR ( OS)
Al right -- ALL RIGHT!!! I’ m
conm n’



FANDYR THE GRIM -- a bl ack, grizzled, bantamrooster of a
man -- energes, bleary-eyed, hung over. He and the Banti
stare at each other.

FANDYR
Oh, great . . . I'mseein little
peopl e agai n.

I NT. CAVERNS - FANDYR S CHAMBERS
Fandyr sputters and thrashes wildly.

FANDYR
Stop -- STOP it -- you son-of -
a -- ghaaaa! Stoooooppppp!

Mooki e hol ds hi munder a snall waterfall while the Banti
wat ch. Fandyr’s soaked and mi serabl e.

FANDYR
Al -- right -- all RIGAT
Stop -- dammt -- I'm AWAKE! |’ m
drownin’! Hallllp! Halp!

Mooki e pulls himout and | ooks at himcritically.

FANDYR
Big oaf . . . why the hell doncha
pi ck on sonebody yer own dam size?

Mooki e GRUMBLES and sets Fandyr down. Shivering, Fandyr
pul s a noth-eaten fur over his shoul ders.

FANDYR
bul l'y.
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He sneezes, shivers, |ooks around peevishly. Lexis and Kimi

wat ch, fasci nated.

KIM
Is that who we’' re supposed to see?

LEXI S
Not unl ess the universe has a
rotten sense of hunor.

FANDYR
Wiy’'s it so damm cold in here?
And why isn't there anything to
drink? How s a man supposed to --

Mooki e GRUMBLES reproachful ly.
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FANDYR
Don't gime that -- you got it
hi dden, but 1'Il find it.

He crawl s under tables and chairs, tossing scrolls, clothing,
and magi cal artifacts aside.

FANDYR
Can't fool ne, dammt

Mooki e clears his throat, indicates the two Banti.

FANDYR
What ? Who CARES? Were’'s that
damm bottle? | ain't playin

Wi th you, you overgrown --

Mooki e shakes his head, picks Fandyr up by his belt. Fandyr
ki cks his feet wildly.

FANDYR
Hey, |l eme down -- | eme down,
you -- leme --

Mooki e deposits himon his butt in front of the Banti.
Fandyr | ooks at them sourly, starts to crawl off. NMbokie
pul I s hi m back.

FANDYR
Cut it QUT -- ya overgrown
rockpile! Lenme al one!

Mookie will have none of it. As they struggle Lexis and
Kim edge forward. He glares at them

FANDYR
You still here? Beat it! Show s
over -- |I'm awake, dammt --

He waves a hand testily and hits Lexis in the face.

LEXI S
Oof -- Here -- what --

Sur prised, Fandyr | ooks fromone Banti to the other. He
reaches out, pokes Lexis, junps back.

FANDYR
Huh? Damm . . . that nust have
been sone good shit!

Mookie rolls his eyes .
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EXT. DARKTOAER - NI GHT

It’s surrounded by a sea of arnmed and arnored trolls, ogres,
wor gs, hobgoblins, balrogs, goblins, orcs, banshees, and
ghouls . . . it looks like every beast in the Universe
showed up for this one.

More horrors trudge across volcanic hills beneath a sky
filled with bat-w nged horrors. Al are arnored and carry
nasty-| ooki ng weapons.

Watchfires burn. ROARS THUNDER t hrough the night. Mny of
them | abor to construct great siege engines.

On a twisted spire high above, Lord Darkchyl de | ooks down at
his army, silhouetted against the swollen noon.

EXT. JAI" PURNA - PALACE BALCONY - DAY

I selin gazes anxiously out. Agilmar appears beside her.
She junps, tries to cover her nervousness. He gazes toward
t he gat hering cl ouds.

AG LMAR
There seens to be a storm com ng.

He slips an armaround her. She |eans against him shivers.
He | ooks at her, concerned.

EXT. A CULTI VATED VALLEY - DAY

Rolling hills surround a vale dotted with farnmhouses. The
skies are clear, but THUNDER GROALS in the distance. Juvy,
D Thora and the G anzir gallop out of the hills and across
the valley.

I NT. CAVERNS - FANDYR S CHAMBERS - DAY

Fandyr and the Banti stare at each other.

LEXI S
Vel | ?!

FANDYR
Vell, what?

LEXI S

You gonna hel p us, or not?
Fandyr considers a nonent.

FANDYR
Not .



He starts to get up. Mokie pushes himback down.

FANDYR KIM

Look, ya big -- W' d better go.

LEXI S
Not til we've settled this. You --

Fandyr | ooks at him annoyed.

LEXI S
Where do we find the bl asted
Br ot her hood?

FANDYR
Huh? What the hell d you know
about them shorty?

LEXI S
We're here to see themon a
matter of grave inport.
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Papa .

Fandyr’s lost interest. He's |ooking for the bottle again.

FANDYR
Yeah? Well, good | uck, peewee.

KI M
See? Let’'s --

Lexis gives hima stern | ook. He subsides.

LEXI S
See here, you pickled poltroon,
i f you know where --

FANDYR
Aw, beat it, willya? Ya givin
me a headache! They ain’'t here,
okay? Scram

KIM
And you don’t know where they are,
right? Thanks, anyway. Let’s go --

Fandyr | aughs to hinself. There’'s no hunor in it
a sense of incredible |oss.

LEXI S
Pfah. W' re wastin’ our tinme.
Maybe we can find sone intelligent
life el sewhere. G day to you sir

They start out. Mokie steps into their way.

j ust
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LEXI S
And |’ ve had just about enough o’
you, too.

FANDYR

They ain’t no nore Brotherhood.
They’ re gone.

Kim | ooks relieved, but Lexis furrows his brow

FANDYR
Ch yeah? How would ye know that?

FANDYR
"Cause | used to be one of 'em
that’' s how.

Lexis i s suspicious. Mokie RUMBLES, nods his head. Kim
creeps closer to Fandyr.

KIM
You were a wizard? A real --

FANDYR
As real as it gets, sonny . . .
now beat it, huh? Show s over.

He shakes off his funk, starts searching again.

LEXI S
Way shoul d we believe that?
FANDYR
You shouldn’'t. Don’t. \Who cares?
Look, scram wllya? 1| told ya,

t here’ s nobody hone.

Lexis watches hima nonent. He pulls Kim forward, yanks
his tunic open. Kim tries to stop him Lexis gives hima
war ni ng shake.

LEXI S
And what, pray tell, are we
supposed to do ’'bout this?!

Fandyr’s sarcastic reply dies when he sees the gem He
crawm s towards it on hands and knees. Mokie RUMBLES softly.

FANDYR
What

He reaches for it. Kim pulls away and covers it up
Fandyr rai ses an eyebrow at Lexis.
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LEXI S
So, interested now are we, M ster
Man?

FANDYR
Where’' d you squirts git that?
Leme - -

KIM
lt’s mne. | found it.

LEXI S

Shush!  Never mind that, the
guestion of the nonment is what do
we do about it? It won't turn

| oose o nme son, an’ | --

KIM LEXI S
No, | don't wanna -- Kim -- now see here --

FANDYR
Hold it -- hold up a mnute.

He studies Kim.

FANDYR
Y know what that is, kid?

LEXI S
Don’t you?

Fandyr shoots hi man annoyed | ook.

KIM
It’s m ne.

Mooki e RUMBLES a specul ation. Fandyr nods thoughtfully.

FANDYR
Cone with me, shorty.

He staggers to his feet, w nces, holds his head. He
rummages through a litter of scrolls and arcane paraphernalia
on several tables.

FANDYR
Dammit -- how cone | can never
find anyt hing around here?
Mooki el  MOOOOQO - -

The rock troll hands hima battered crystal ball held in a
tarni shed dragon’ s cl aw.
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FANDYR
Oh.
(snatches it peevishly)
Quit hidin my damm stuff, okay?

He unsteadily clears the table, makes a production out of
setting it up, adjusts it just so, finds the optinmum vi ew ng
angle. He stares intently into it. Lexis and Kim watch.
Fandyr’s head sinks |lower and | ower. He snores.

LEXI S
HEY!

Fandyr snorts awake, | ooks around.

FANDYR
Take it easy, huh? 1’ mjust
gettin into the proper state.

LEXI S
Wrks better when you're
unconsci ous, does it?

FANDYR
Yukkers.

He peers into it. Nothing. He glances at them Lexis
| ooks under whel nmed.

FANDYR
Just gettin warmed up

He stares. Harder. Teeth clenched. Eyes slitted.

LEXI S
Better m nd ye don’t have an
acci dent.

FANDYR

Be quiet, huh, 1I’m-- whoa!

Vague I MAGES formin the crystal. They |lean in, expectant.
The images POP |i ke a bubble. Fandyr junps back, scow s.

FANDYR
Phooey! | knew | paid too nuch
for that damm thing.

He scrounges through nearby piles of occult nenorabilia in
search of his next bit of razzle-dazzle.

Kim |ooks into the crystal, fascinated. He reaches a
tentative hand -- a FLASH knocks hi m back. The others junp.
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LEXI S
Kim Are ye okay? Wat in
the --
(sees sonmething in the crystal)
--oh. . . ohny. .

A gol den fountain of energy surges out of the orb . . .
gat hers above the crystal and becones a W NGED BANTI FEMALE

KI M
MIlora .

FANDYR
Damm, Sam. . . how the hell did
he --

A stormof delicate glowing lights flows and swirls around
her as she bows to Kim.

W NGED BANTI
Greetings, Healer of the Wrld' s
Heart .

KIM
Wo -- m-- m-- ne?

Lexis pulls Kim close. Fandyr and Mookie stare, enthrall ed.

LEXI S
W-- who're you, eh, yer, er,
flightiness . . . ma’ an®?

KIM
She’'s . . . she's beautiful.

The apparition smles.

W NGED BANTI
As foretold Ages ago, it has
fallen to thee to heal the
Wrld s Heart.

LEXI S
No! Ch, no it hasn't!
(points at the jewel)
Here -- you take this --

KIM
Papa, no --

W NGED BANTI
| cannot. Nor can any hand but
his wield the sacred keystone.
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KIM
| -- | don't know how to --

W NGED BANTI
There is little tine. See .

Xul Ninraith APPEARS in the crystal. The denon arny covers
its black plains. The Banti recoil. Fandyr junps back and
falls off of his stool. Mookie picks himup, Fandyr swats

Mooki e’ s hands away.

LEXI S
W-- we don't ken any o this.
We're just sinple folk, we --

W NGED BANTI
The choice is made. The tine
draws near. All depends on thee.

KIM
What -- what are we supposed to do?

In the crystal they SEE a vast sea of ice. At it’'s edge in
the mdst of a frozen forest rises an I VORY TOANER. It |eans,
cracked, covered with thorny vines. Lightning CRACKLES
above it.

W NGED BANTI
At the very end of the world, in
the Tower of Eternity .

The crystal shows the inside . . . dark, overgrown. 1In the
center is an altar well and over it is a huge, fractured
crystal. Its light is fitful . . . it pulses weakly .

i ke a dying heartbeat.

W NGED BANTI
is The Wrld' s Heart -
you nust gather the other keepers
. . . repair the wound . . . nmake
her whol e agai n.

KIM
But -- how -- | don’t understand --

The crystal shows Juvy riding through the woods . . . a
toweri ng cavern where Dwarves nmine jewels and precious
metals . . . the Golden Pyramid in the Valley of the
Brotherhood . . . and a nonad village near a seashore.

As each scene appears, a nusical NOTE is added to the one
produced by Kim’s gem until all are united in harnonious
SONG. Kim and Lexis stare, enthrall ed.
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W NGED BANTI
But beware --

In the crystal Darkchylde seethes in his lair. He |ooks up
sharply. They recoil. Singh soars through the night on his
Hel | Beast.

W NGED BANTI
Dar kchyl de has cl ai ned two.
Shoul d HE gather themfirst

They see a world transformed into HELL . . . tortured souls
SCREAM beneat h bl ack ski es, ROARI NG abysses of flane .
hi deous beasts stal k the | and.

Kim and Lexis stare in horror.

LEXIS
Ve . . you can't expect us .
this is work for great heroes.

W --
In the crystal are their village' s remains. Kim gasps.

Beryl, her children and other chained Banti are force-

mar ched across the badl ands by Ogres on towering, six-I|egged
beasts. Trolls CRACK barbed whi ps at the stunbling,
terrified, exhausted Banti .

KI'M
MANA! I

He grabs at the crystal. Beryl |ooks up, her frightened
eyes search the skies.

BERYL
Kim . . . ?2 Km --1
A Troll shoves her. It |ooks at the sky and growls. Lexis
turns on the Golden Lady, his trenbling fists cl enched.
LEXI S
What deviltry is this?! You're
trying to --
KIM
No! Mana!

He begins to cry. Mokie RUMBLES softly. Fandyr watches
with interest.

LEXI S
How -- what nust we --



W NGED BANTI
Gat her the brethren. Follow thy
hearts in tinme of deepest despair
and know that Al are One --

Lexis | ooks up at her with anger and hopel essness.
W NGED BANTI

know that All . . . are One
She shinmers away. Lexis holds Kim as he weeps, both of
t hem devast at ed.
Fandyr watches them
EXT. VALLEY OF THE BROTHERHOOD - SUNSET
The Gol den Pyramid shines in the rays of the setting sun.
| NT. PYRAM D CHAMBER
Fandyr’s on Mooki e’ s shoul ders, trying to reach sonething
beneath a high I edge. He stretches onto tiptoe, al nost
falls, finally gets it. He withdraws his hand . . . in it
is a BLUE CEMSTONE. It glows softly as they stare at it.
EXT. VALLEY OF THE BROTHERHOOD - SUNSET
Kim and Lexis sit atop a statue’s head, utter hopl essness

etched in every line of their bodies. Kim cries. Lexis
| ooks up as Fandyr and Mbokie join them

FANDYR
Hey, look, I'mreally sorry,
little guy.

KIM

What are we gonna do?

Fandyr | ooks at his tear-streaked face and the first tw nge
of conscience stabs at him He shoves it away.

FANDYR

Doesn’t seemto be much ya can do.
LEXI S

W'll goon . . . we have to.

Fandyr indicates a spot beside them

FANDYR
Uhm Uh, d’ ya mnd?

48.
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They nmake room and he clinbs up to sit.

FANDYR
Seens to ne you guys could use a
wi zard | ong ’bout now, right?

LEXI S

Know where we can find one?
FANDYR

Uh, heh, heh, good one, shorty.

No, | was, | was kinda thinkin --

Mooki e interjects.

FANDYR

Shaddup!

(to the Banti)
Uh, heh -- no, see, accordin’ to

the gold broad, you guys need to
find the other, eh, Soul Jewels,

right?
LEXI S
So?
FANDYR
So -- maybe | can hel p.

Mooki e RUVMBLES di sapprovingly.

FANDYR
Don’t nmake cone over there! Ckay
so, look, | been thinkin,

yer hi gh nuck-a-muck sent ya here
to find the Brotherhood, right?
Right. Now, bein’” as I'mthe

| ast of said Brotherhood an’ all,
| figure it falls to ne to,

y' know, help ya out.

KIM
Oh, can you hel p us save Manm?
And the others?

Agai n that desperate, trusting face. Fandyr’s snmile falters
just a hair.

FANDYR

Uh, sure . . . sure, kiddo! W
can .

He makes a barel y-renenbered nystic sign.
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FANDYR
| swear on ny, uh, powers of
light . . . and good -- and .

all that kinda stuff! W' d be
partners, right? Share and share
alike -- danger . . . wealth --

or whatever. So, whadda ya say, huh?

He extends a hand. Lexis still has doubts, but they shake.
FANDYR
Good! Good! You won't regret it,
shor -- uh, what was your nane agai n?

Mooki e GRUMBLES, shakes hi s head.

EXT. BANTI VILLACGE - DAY

Juvy, D Thora and the G anzir wal k through the snoking ruins.
Bur ned, mangl ed bodi es are everywhere. Trees and huts

snol der. Juvy | ooks away, sickened.

EXT. GMMFIR S HOUSE - DAY

The G anzir search the ruins. Juvy |eads her horse towards
the tree. She | ooks around, despairing.

D THORA
Now what ?

Juvy
Il . . . 1 dont KNON It was
supposed to be -- | can’t get --

A MOAN frominside the charred tree nakes themjunp. Their
hands go to their weapons. Another MOAN . . . soneone in
terrible pain. Juvy starts in, D Thora grabs her. She
shakes him off.

I NT. GMMFIR S TREE HOUSE - DAY

Juvy and D Thora enter warily.

Sonething stirs in the hearth . . . burned . . . dying.
Juvy gasps.

EXT. BANTI VILLAGE - DAY

The G anzir throw tiny bodies onto a bonfire.

Juvy and D Thora kneel beside Gnanfir. He s bandaged,

delirious. She places herbal poultices on his body. He
erupts into a violent coughing fit.
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JUVY
Shhh. Easy, we'll --

H s blistered, blackened hand grasps her arm A shudder
racks him Geanfir attenpts to |look around at the destroyed
vill age through blind eyes.

GMMFI R

Brother -- hood . . . Light
uh -- B - B - Brotherhood --

He coughs up bl ood.

JuvYy

Shhh . . . rest. D Thora --
GMWAVFI R

K- K- Kim

He points shakily at her jewel, hidden beneath her tunic.

GWAVFI R
-- S - s - s - stone -- uhhhhhh!

A final trenmor. Juvy turns away. D Thora shakes his head.

D THORA
Poor little bastard.

He covers Gnanfir. Juvy slunps beside the body. She | ooks
around. Shakes her head.

D THORA
Hey. Hey! Get hold o yourself,
r ooki e.

She | ooks up. There’'s doubt and fear in her eyes. D Thora
puts a hand on her shoul der.

D THORA
Lookit, this isn’'t nmy idea of a
wonderful tinme either, Kkiddo.
But we don’t have a whole |otta
choi ce.

JUVY
But what can we --

D THORA
| dunno, you're the one with the
fancy roadnmap.



JUVY
Suppose -- suppose we -- what do
we do then?

D THORA
Only one way to find out, killer.

She | ooks up at him He smles.
EXT. SEACOAST RIDGE - NI GHT
The G anzir stand guard on a bluff overl ooking the sea.

Juvy hugs her knees, stares into the canmpfire. D Thora
shar pens hi s ax.

D THORA
Wayn't you get sone sl eep?
"Fraid you' |l m ss sonething?

She shakes her head, stares into the fl anes.

JUVY
Are you . . . afraid?

The WHETSTONE RASPS agai nst hi s ax.
D THORA
Yeah. You tell anybody, 1’11
whup you.

She gives hima shaky smle

JUVY
Do you think we' Il --
D THORA
Go to sleep. Got a hard ride

t onor r ow.
She reluctantly slides into her sleeping furs.
EXT. SEACOAST RIDGE - NI GHT

Breakers surge against the rocky shore. Juvy tosses
fitfully beside the low fire.

D Thora dozes against a log. A G anzir nudges hi m awake,
hand to his Iips. D Thora grabs his ax and follows him

At the edge of the bluff they nervously scan the skies.

a
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Juvy tosses restlessly by the fire. SHADOAS flow out of the

dar kness toward her
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D Thora gl ances back.

D THORA
Jovi tal

Juvy’s sword flashes up -- barely in tinme to block Singh's
bl ade. Her bl ade flashes BLUE, his a sickly GREEN

D Thora and the G anzir rush to her. HOAI NG Shadowren
materialize in a fury of swords, SCREAMS --

Juvy wields two swords with astoni shing expertise. D Thora
fights his way to her, takes a cut to his |eg and shoul der,
falls.

Juvy rolls away from Singh, junps to her feet. She's a

flurry of EIf martial arts -- flips -- leaps. Fear grows in
her eyes.
Two G anzir fall -- the remaining three fight for their lives.

Juvy ducks under Singh' s slash, kicks himoff the cliff.
She runs to help D Thora.

JUVY
Duck!

D Thora hits the dirt as Juvy flips overhead, her bl ades
flash. The Shadowren bl ock and parry -- the night RINGS
wi th enchanted steel.

The last two G anzir fight by the edge. Singh rises into
the air behind them and his razor-sharp claws cut themto
bits! The Shadowren flow toward Juvy and D Thor a.

D THORA
By -- nmy -- grandfather’s -- balls!

They back toward the edge. Juvy’'s hand goes to the jewel.
Si ngh smi | es.

SI NGH
Yes . . . give in to your fear --
surrender to the Darkness!
Enbrace it!

Juvy gasps. She becones dark . . . seductive . . . feral.
Singh flows towards her. She puts her head back, her eyes
closed, trenbles with desire .

D Thora sl ashes a dagger across her |l eg. She snaps out of
the spell. She |ooks at her jewel in horror -- it’s darker --

Si ngh | eaps at them --
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Juvy grabs D Thora and | eaps off the cliff --

D THORA
YAAAAAAAHHHHHHH!

They plunge into the pounding surf.
Singh’s eyes blaze with fury and frustration.
EXT. DARKTOWNER - NI GHT

Thousands of hi deous beasts surround the fortress. Brutal
weapons glint. G ant siege engines roll into position

Dar kchyl de appears on a balcony in battle arnor. They CHEER
GROAL, SHRI EK and BANG t heir weapons agai nst shields and
arnmor. Overhead, wi nged nonsters soar. Darkchyl de raises
his mace. They fall silent.

DARKCHYL DE
DARKNESS - - FOREVER!

A BOLT OF LIGHTNING strikes his nace. The Denon Arny ROARS
and HOALS. Darkchylde |eaps off the tower. He rises
astride a SHRI EKING Hel| Beast and soars above his arny.
They fall into line, trudge behind him HOA for bl ood.

Enor nous beasts pull siege towers, catapults, nassive
battering rans.

The ranks bristle with spears, pikes and swords.

Ahead of the main force shapeshifters run, bristling with
spi ked arnor.

EXT. COASTAL TOMWN - N GHT

Fandyr and Mbokie | ead a packhorse on which Kim and Lexis
ride in |arge cloaks.

The deni zens watch them
Lexi s gl ances around nervously. Mokie GROAS.
EXT. THE SILVER DOLPHI N - N GHT

A two-story inn that’s seen better days. A weathered sign
hangs by one end, CREAKS in the w nd.

I NT. UPSTAI RS ROOM - NI GHT

On the large oak bed, Lexis has an armaround Kim'’s
shoulders. Kim’'s eyes are red fromcrying.
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Mooki e | ooks out a wi ndow. Fandyr sidles up beside him an
eye on the Banti. Mokie GRUMBLES, Fandyr irritably hits
him hurts his hand. He sucks on his bruised fingers.

FANDYR
Look, don’t start up with nme. |
know what |'’mdoin’. You wanna

spend the rest of yer life livin’
in a drafty old cave? Wll? Do
ya?! ?!

Mooki e GRUMBLES. Fandyr gl ances at the Banti. Sonehow he
doesn’t |look quite as sure of hinself as he’d like to think
he is.

EXT. SEASHORE - BARBARI AN CAMP - NI GHT

Waves | ap agai nst white sands. Up the beach is a smal
nomad vil |l age.

Wnen with daggers and | ongbows tend fires while children
and dogs run and play. Scarred, weathered Barbarian
warriors sit and drink noisily.

I NT. A TENT - N GHT
A large kettle hangs over a fire.

Juvy lies hides and fur. She npans softly, opens her eyes.
She sits up too quickly and gets dizzy. She |ooks around,
di soriented. OS, she HEARS VO CES. Dogs BARK

She tenses as the flap opens. TALON, an innocent-faced 18-
year old in sinple | eather hides |ooks in.

Juvy edges back, |ooks for her weapons. Talon enters slowy,
smles at her.

TALON
How are you feeling?

Juvy tenses. They | ook at each other. He spoons out sone
nmeaty broth fromthe kettle and offers it to her. She
doesn’t take it.

TALON
Uh, | know it doesn’t look |ike
it, but it’'s pretty good. | nade

it. M father says |'ma better
housewi fe than warri or
(shrugs apol ogetical |l y)
You probably have no i dea what
I mtal ki ng about.
( MORE)



TALON ( CONT’ D)

l"msorry, | don’t speak any Elf.
| " ve never even seen one before.

| really wish you' d --

JUVY
Am | a prisoner?

Talon’s delighted that she spoke to him
TALON

No, no, not at all. W found you
on the beach. You' ve been out of

your head for three days.
Tal on offers her the broth.

JUVY
Where are ny weapons?

TALON
A sword’ s not very good for
eating, is it?
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No smle. He sets the bow down between them backs up.
She watches himwarily. After an awkward nonent:

TALON
Why don’t |

is fading.

TALON
Just leave it when you're .

"1l get it later, okay? Ckéy:

He exits reluctantly.

Juvy sniffs the broth. Her stomach RUMBLES.

EXT. BARBARI AN CAMP - NI GHT

He goes to the opening. She watches him but her wariness
is f

She eats hungrily.

The tribe s gathered. Juvy strides up. She sees that her

weapons di stributed anong the nen.

JUVY
Those are m ne.

The Warriors chuckle. ANAROTH, a scarred,
| ooks her over.

one-eyed brute,
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ANAROTH
Well, our little nermai d’' s awake
at last, eh? You know how to --

whoop!

Juvy tries to take her things, they laugh, pull them out of
her reach.

JUVY
Gve ne --

GUNDAF THE RED
Here, take it easy, little fish
womnan.

He pinches her ass, the others |augh. Juvy kicks himin the
face -- he crashes into a pig wallow There' s a nonent of
surprised silence, then the others howl wth |aughter.

Anaroth swi gs sonme grog, anused. Juvy faces him

ANAROTH
Vell, well, well.

TALON
Uh, father she --

ANAROTH
M nd your business, boy. This
concerns the men.

Tal on reddens as several warriors smrk. Juvy holds out a
hand. Anaroth | ooks at Juvy’'s swords in his lap, smles.

ANAROTH
Nice . . . weapons. Wat are
they worth to you?

Laughter and rude NO SES fromthe others. Talon starts
forward, but one of the Warriors shoves hi maway.

Juvy | ooks at Talon. Humliated, he turns away.
Anaroth grabs Juvy’'s wist and pulls her into his |ap.

JUVY
Let nme --

They westle, Anaroth tries to kiss her.

ANAROTH
Cnon, let's see what EIf --
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Juvy RAMS a knee into his bearded chin, he goes down.

Several Warriors leap up. Juvy sweeps the nearest Warrior’s
feet fromunder him he hits the ground. She grabs her
swords and rolls to her feet.

TALON JUVY
No, you can't -- Stay out of my way!

They rush her. Bad nove. Her blades slash through their
weapons | i ke cheese.

Her feet smack into faces -- balls -- knees.

Tal on wat ches, astounded.

Anaroth starts to his feet, thinks better of it, grabs a
near by wooden staff. Juvy lands a few feet away, focused on
the others. He trips her. He lands on top of her, westles
t he swords away.

ANAROTH
Here now, she-wolf! Hold stilll

He pins her arns, tries to kiss her, she tries to bite his
lips off.

ANAROTH
CGods, what a denon . . . | think
I"'min | ove!

TALON

You' re hurting her --

Anar ot h shoves himaside. Juvy RAMS a pal mheel into
Anaroth’s nose. Two Warriors grab her.

Anar ot h exam nes hi s bl oody nose.

She glares at him

He bl ows her a kiss.

As they drag her away a Warrior gets kicked in the nouth.

Anaroth takes a swig of grog and notices Tal on | ooki ng at
hi m reproachful ly.

ANAROTH
What’ s your problenf! Get back
to your sheep
He flings the cup.

Tal on dodges it, stal ks away.



59.

I NT. JAI' PURNA - PALACE CORRIDOR - N GHT
Iselin and two Elf Handmaids hurry along. D stant THUNDER
I NT. ISELIN S CHAMBERS - NI GHT

She shuts the door. A ragged GASP fromthe darkness -- she
spins around, a dagger in her hand --

D Thora lies in a ragged heap on the fl oor.

I selin kneels over himanxiously. He's beat to shit, one
armin a sling.

| SELI N
D Thora .

She turns himover, he grinaces.

| SELI N
Jovita -- where’s .
He | ooks away. Iselin |ooks stricken.

EXT. THE SI LVER DOLPHI N I NN - NI GHT
The streets are enpty. There are only a few drunken braw s.
| NT. UPSTAI RS ROOM - NI GHT

Lexis watches Kim sleep fitfully. Fandyr enters, gives
t hem an unctuous smle.

FANDYR
Weh- heh- hel |, everything okay?
(no answer)
Good! Good! Lookit, I’mjust
gonna take a | ook ’'round, you
know -- scope out the lay of the
| and, okay?

LEXI S
Don't get lost. W’'re novin on
in the nmornin .

FANDYR
Sure, sure, gotcha, | gotcha. On,
listen, | got this for the little

guy .

He hands Lexis a wapped bundl e of food.
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FANDYR
Well, both of ya, it’s . . . go
on, it won't bite. It ain't nuch,

but

Lexis takes it, touched and surprised. Fandyr wants to say
nore, instead he turns to | eave. Mokie GROAS from his
post by the w ndow.

FANDYR
I x-nay. Stay here an’ keep a eye
on 'em

Mooki e GRUMBLES suspi ci ously. Fandyr noves cl oser.

FANDYR
Look, relax, wllya?! Just keep
"emsafe . . . till we figure out
how to get that jewel off ’em

Mooki e GRUMBLES reproachful ly, shakes his head.
FANDYR

Yeah, well ONE of us has to take
care 0 business, so shaddup an
do what | tell yal

He stal ks out. Mbokie glances at the Banti.

Lexis covers Kim, |ies down beside him

EXT. SEASHORE - N GHT

The canp has settled down. Dogs BARK

I NT. JUVY' S TENT

She | ooks up as Tal on enters.

TALON
| thought 1'd --

JUVY
VWhat? Prepare ne for ny night of
unbri dl ed ecstasy?

They [ ook into each other’s eyes. She | ooks away.

TALON
Even if you could get away, where
woul d you go? You have no
weapons, no food .
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JuvYy
I"'ma G anzir.

He | ooks at her. Aching. Tornented. Finally:

TALON
Even if | could . . . get you a
hor se .

She | ooks at him He | ooks away.

JUVY
| need ny weapons.

TALON
W can’t, ny father --

Juvy noves to him Talon’s unable to take his eyes off of
her. She touches his arm He reacts as if a jolt of
electricity had run though him They re cl ose enough to kiss.

The tent flap whips open. Anaroth, drunk, eyes Juvy
| echerously. He shakes a finger at Tal on.

ANAROTH
Vell, looks Iike there’s hope fer
you yet. Age b’ fore beauty.

Juvy circles, keeps the fire between them Tal on grabs
Anaroth’s arm

ANAROTH
Wait yer turn!

He shoves Tal on across the tent. Juvy tries to dart past.
Anaroth grabs her, surprisingly quick for his size.

ANAROTH
Hah! Got ya, ny little --

They struggle, he laughs, paws her. Talon gets to his feet,
starts toward them

ANAROTH
Danmit, | told you to --

Juvy bites his hand -- he YOAS in pain. She breaks free,
starts to run. He flings an earthenware pot, trips her.

He | ands on top of her. She struggles as he presses down on
her --
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ANAROTH
Just relax, my little |ioness,
this’ s great honor
A wooden cl ub CRASHES over his head. He blinks. SMASH It
breaks in two. Juvy barely slides out from beneath him as

he topples forward. She |ooks up at Tal on, who stares at
t he broken club in his hand.

She goes to him gently touches his arm He | ooks at her.

TALON
We better hurry.

He slips out. She starts to follow, but sees --

A PENDANT hangs out from beneath Anaroth’s furs. On the end
of it is a YELLOWNV GEMSTONE

Juvy slips it off his neck. It pulses in sync with hers.
She slips it into a pouch.

EXT. BARBARI AN CAMP - NI GHT

Juvy and Talon creep past tents and huts. Frominside
several, they HEAR drunken CAROUSI NG She has her weapons.

EXT. STOCKADE - NI GHT

Juvy saddl es a horse. Talon watches as she nounts. She
hesit at es.

TALON
What are you waiting for? Go.

She grabs the reins of a nearby horse.

JUVY
"1l need hel p.

He | ooks at her. Surprised.
She inpatiently indicates the horse.
He | ooks at the canp.

TALON
I"'m. . . not nmuch of a warrior.

JUVY
You' re only human.

He sm | es.
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EXT. BARBARI AN CAMP - NI GHT

Gundaf staggers out of a tent to take a leak. He's bow ed
over as they |eap the stockade fence and gal |l op past.

GUNDAF THE RED
Hey! Wauf --

He squints after them then stunbles into the prisoner tent.
EXT. COASTAL TOMN - N GHT
Waves | ap agai nst anci ent wharves. Merchant ships ride at

anchor, lights burn in the inns and homes. The Shadowren
swoop down out of the sky, angle toward the harbor.

EXT. STREET - N GHT

Juvy and Talon ride into town. They disnount at the inn.
Talon looks at it doubtfully. Juvy draws a sharp breath --

JUVY
It’s here --

Four drunken LOUTS eye them from the doorway.

LOUT 1
"Ey, love. 'Ow ’ bout it, then?

The others guffaw. Talon glares at them They sneer.

LOUT 1
What’ ve we got 'ere, then? Look
like a warrior t’ yew?

LOUT 2
Naw. Chi cken farner | ooks like t’
ne.

They how with |aughter. Talon reddens. Juvy starts into
the inn. The Louts bl ock her way.

LOUT 1
What’s the "urry, Sweets? Cone
"ave a drink w’ [|ads, why don’ yer?

TALON
No t hanks.

LOUT 1
Wasn’ talkin to yew, squire.

Juvy pushes past. Lout 1 grabs her arm
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Tal on noves for him Lout 2 punches himinto the street. A
crowd gat hers.

LOUT 1
Looks like yew needs to learn
some manners, M ss Pointy-ears.

Juvy backhands himin the face -- wheel -kicks himsevera
times -- ends with a back-kick that sends hi m CRASH NG i nto
the wall. He slunps to the floor.

Tal on gapes as he gets to his feet.
The Louts draw their swords, nove in on her. Juvy’' s two
bl ades | eap into her hands. She not only disarns them she
does a job on their clothes as well. Stunned, they stagger
away.
The crowd APPLAUDS, i npressed.
Tal on | ooks away.
JUVY

Hope you were payin’ attention.

Next one’s yours.
She holds out a hand. They go into the inn.
I NT. STABLE - N GHT

Fandyr staggers in, flask in hand, singing off-key. He
| ooks troubled. He shakes it off, takes another sw g.

INT. THE SILVER DOLPHI N I NN - UPSTAI RS ROOM - NI GHT
Mooki e wakes. He | ooks around. He settl es down, dozes off.
| NT. DOWNSTAI RS TAVERN

Juvy and Talon talk to the Barkeeper. He shrugs, polishes
the bar. Juvy | ooks around, her eyes narrow.

Several rough-1|ooking |l ocals watch themw th interest.

EXT. ALLEY - N GHT

Shadows nove . . . separate . . . the Shadownen. Singh’s
gemswirls darkly. Wspy tendrils waft upwards. He | ooks
up at the Banti’s room w ndow, GRONS.

EXT. BARBARI AN CAMP - NI GHT

Anaroth energes fromhis | odge. H s head’ s bandaged, and
he’s strapped wi th broadsword, war hamrer, and |ots of knives.
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Anar ot h, Gundaf and ei ght nounted WARRI ORS THUNDER out of canp.
I NT. THE SILVER DOLPHI N I NN - UPSTAI RS ROOM - NI GHT

Mooki e dozes. The Banti sleep on the bed. Shadows fl ow
over the windowsill . . . gather on the floor . . . and
BECOVE THE SHADOWEN

Si ngh draws out a long, sharp dagger . . . creeps toward
Ki m

EXT. THE SI LVER DOLPHI N I NN - NI GHT
Juvy and Tal on gl ance up and down the street.

TALON
How do you know they’'re here?
They coul d be --

JUVY
They’'re here. Let’s split up.
"Il take that end.
She starts off, turns back.

TALON AND JUVY
Hey -- be careful

They sm | e, separate.

I NT. THE SILVER DOLPHI N I NN - UPSTAI RS ROOM - NI GHT

Si ngh | oons above the Banti. H's long claws open Kim’s
tunic -- he HI SSES sharply when he sees the gem --

-- Kim’'s eyes snap open -- they stare at each other. Singh
lunges -- Kim wiggles out fromunder him Lexis is

startl ed awake by the commoti on.

LEXI S
Eh -- what --

Si ngh SMACKS himoff the bed and | eaps after Kim.
Mooki e wakes with a ROAR -- the Shadownen | eap onto him
At the door Kim | ooks back --

LEXI S
RUN!

Lexis grabs hold of Singh’s leg. The Shadowran tries to
di sl odge him Kim starts toward them --
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LEXI S
RUN! I'1
Si ngh hurls the dagger, off bal ance --
It THUDS into the door frane beside Kim’'s head! He dashes out.

Singh tries to follow but Lexis sinks his teeth into Singh’s
l eg! Singh HOALS and ki cks hi m away.

EXT. COASTAL TOMN - N GHT

Juvy turns sharply at the unearthly SOUND. Under her tunic
t he gem BLAZES. Fear and indecision root her to the spot.
She sprints toward the inn.

I NT. THE SILVER DOLPH N I NN - DOANSTAI RS TAVERN - NI GHT

Kim barrels in and | ooks back, breathless. He starts to go
back - -

Singh’s at the top of the stairs.

Patrons ook up fromtheir drinks and scatter as Singh | eaps
down the entire flight --

-- and lands in front of Kim-- who skids to a stop. Singh
lifts himinto the air.

H s RAZOR- SHARP TEETH are inches fromthe Banti’'s terrified
face.

At the top of the steps Lexis grabs a serving tray -- RIDES
I T DOWN THE BANI STER -- flies off the end --

-- and RAMS into Singh's face. They go down in a tangle of
bodi es.

Lexi s gathers his son up and runs out the door.
EXT. REAR ALLEY - N GHT

Mooki e and t he Shadownren BLAST through the wi ndow, hurtle
toward the alley where they SMASH into barrels and crates.

I NT. STABLE - NI GHT

Fandyr lies in the straw, snuggled up to his flask. Roused
by the OS ruckus, he blinks blearily.

FANDYR
Huh? Wizzat . . . YOW
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He pulls the gemfromunder his cloak. It BLAZES brightly.
An i nhuman SHRI EK resounds through the streets!

EXT. THE SILVER DOLPHI N I NN - NI GHT

Juvy sees the Banti escape into the street. Kim’'s head
snaps toward her -- both genms GOW

JUVY
Vit -- !

Fat chance. The terrified Banti dash past Talon --

Juvy reaches the inn -- Singh BURSTS through the front
wi ndow i n a shower of gl ass!

EXT. STABLE - N GHT

Fandyr stunbl es out, bleary-eyed. The staff and gem GLOWN
EXT. STREET - NI GHT

Mooki e barrels out of the alley and bow s Tal on over.

ALL HELL BREAKS LOCSE!'!

Juvy and Singh CLASH in a bl aze of dark and |ight magic.
Fri ght ened bystanders dive for cover.

Kim and Lexis sprawl in the dust. The Shadowren swoop
toward them --

Tal on hesitates, torn between Juvy and the Banti --

Fandyr tosses the flask away and staggers toward the Banti.
He swings his glowing staff wildly as he reaches themjust
ahead of the Shadowren. Mbokie scatters the shadow denons
like mst.

FANDYR
VWauh . . . where’'s the little
guys -- get the --

Mooki e scoops them up, holds them cl ose, GROALS. He and
Fandyr back up. Fandyr swi ngs his staff at the Shadowren.
Mooki e GROALS a questi on:

FANDYR
How t he heck should I know -- it
just started glow -- watch it!

Juvy and Singh’s weapons reduce their surroundings to nmatch
sticks. They leap fromthe street to the second fl oor
bal cony, then to the roof.
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Tal on backs up agai nst Mokie. Fandyr |ooks at him
suspi ci ousl y.

TALON
You -- a w zard --
FANDYR
So?
TALON
So alittle magic here would be
nice -- ungh

A Shadownan knocks him away. Fandyr twirls his staff

wildly -- BOLTS OF MAG C ENERGY scatters the Shadowren. He
reacts, surprised. Mokie huddles over Kim and Lexis, ROARS.
EXT. EDGE OF TOMN - N GHT

The Barbarians ride into town and see Tal on and Fandyr
battling the Shadowren . . . up on the inn’s roof, Juvy and
Singh fly and hack at each other.

Anar ot h and Gundaf exchange a | ook. They charge towards the
nmel ee.

Fandyr struggl es agai nst the Shadownen.

Tal on desperately dodges two of them He cries out as a
Shadowran bl ade sl ashes his shoul der --

The Shadowran di sarns Talon -- they leap in for the kill --
a WAR HAMVER SMASHES t hem asi de! Tal on | ooks up --

-- into Anaroth’s scow ing face.

TALON
uh-oh .

EXT. THE SILVER DOLPHI N S ROOF - N GHT

Juvy and Singh fight on the edge. Singh feints high, she
ducks -- he kicks her off.

EXT. ALLEY - N GHT

Juvy falls -- into GQundaf’'s arnms. They | ook at each other a
nmonent, then he sets her on her feet.

GUNDAF THE RED
So, got a sister at home?

Two Shadowren attack --
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EXT. THE SILVER DOLPHI N S ROOF - N GHT

Singh puts a hand to his decaying lips -- blows a Pl ERCI NG
VWH STLE - -

Their Hell Beasts SCREECH toward them Barbarians and
townspeopl e scatter in fear. Singh | eaps onto his beast’s back.

EXT. STREET - N GHT
Mooki e | ooks up -- Singh's beast SLAMS between his eyes!

LEXI S
Run, Kim-- RUN

Si ngh scoops themup as they flee --
Juvy runs to intercept them --

Anaroth hauls Talon into the street as Juvy | eaps onto
Si ngh’ s back --

TALON
Juvy!

A Shadownan swoops in and carries her off.
Her pouch falls to the ground.
The Shadownen fly toward the nountains.

Tal on chases them but there’s no way he can catch up. He
wat ches in angui sh.

Fandyr hel ps Mookie to his feet. Talon runs towards his
horse. Anaroth grabs him

TALON ANAROTH
Let ne go! Let ne -- Here, pup, we’'ve still got --

Tal on CLOCKS hi m across the jaw. Anaroth barely blinks. He
stares at Talon in surprise, then rel eases him

Mooki e and Fandyr watch the Shadowren di sappear into the
di stance. Talon and Anaroth join them

TALON
W have to hel p themn

FANDYR
How? Can you fly? Didn't think so.
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Mooki e RUMBLES a question. Fandyr shoots hima dark | ook.
Talon leaps into the saddle of his horse. Anaroth and
Gundaf wat ch

FANDYR
You outta your mnd?! Ddn't ya
see what --

Tal on gallops off. Fandyr rolls his eyes. Mokie GRUMVBLES.

ANAROTH
He' || be sl aughtered.

GUNDAF THE RED
Doesn’t have a chance in Hell

They grin, nmount up on the run, and gallop after Tal on.

Fandyr sees Juvy’s pouch in the dust, GLONNG softly. He
picks it up, dunps the orange genstone into his hand.

His face lights up, he | ooks at Mookie. The rock trol
doesn’t say anything. Fandyr reluctantly gl ances towards
the di stant nmountains. THUNDER runbl es.

EXT. CASTLE MORDATH - NI GHT

Perched atop a rocky pronontory, across a gapi hg chasm
Li ght ni ng.  THUNDER.

| NT. CASTLE MORDATH - DUNGEON LEVEL

H deous SCREAMS and SHRI EKS echo through the halls. Rats
scurry across gnawed bones. Huge spiders hang from webs.

THINGS that can’'t be seen clearly slither in dark pools of
shadow.

I NT. DUNGEON CELL

The Banti huddle in a dank corner. Harrow ng SHRI EKS echo
around them Kim’'s alnost catatonic. Lexis hugs himtightly.

0S, ponderous FOOTSTEPS approach. They crawl into the
shadows as the heavy oak and steel door SLAMS open. An Qgre
stonps in, Juvy slung over his shoul der.

She’s been abused to a fare-thee-well, her clothes torn, her
face bruised. It tosses her to the floor, snarls at the
Banti, and stunps out. The door SLAMS. ECHCES BOOM t hr ough
the corridors.

Juvy groans. Lexis creeps out of the shadows, but Kim
grabs him near hysteria.



LEXI S
Shhh -- it’s okay. |It’s okay,
Kim Conme on. W hafta see if
she’s . . . it’s okay.

Kim clings to Lexis as he exam nes Juvy. Lexis brushes
hai r back from one exquisitely-pointed ear, they gasp in
surpri se.

KIM
She’'s -- an Elf!
LEXI S
By the Sacred Frog, | never

t hought to --

Juvy groans, opens her eyes. She backs away fromthemin
terror.

LEXI S
Easy, lass -- easy, now . . .
yer -- yer not 'fraid of us, now,

are ye? Little bit o folk like
us? We - we’'re not gonna hurt ye
st eady .

She backs against a wall, trenbling. They approach her
slowly. Kim reaches out a tiny hand to touch her. She
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flinches, then gets herself under sone senbl ance of control.

LEXI S
There now, lass . . . there now
Y see?

Juvy fights back a sob, smles shakily.

JuvYy
I'm. . . h- heret - to rescue
you .
LEXI S
Oh?
(chuckl es)

Vell then, "tis mghty glad we
are to see you, MLady. Mghty gl ad.

KIM
Are . . . are you okay, Mss Elf?

She | ooks down into his frightened face. She pulls him
cl ose, hugs him ruffles his hair.

JUVY
l -- 1 won't . . . let themhurt you.
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Lexis dips his cloak in a rusty netal tin of rancid water.
He dabs at Juvy’s bruises. She w nces.

LEXI S
Sorry. Wsh we’d known ye were a
friend back in town. Mghta
saved us all a bit o bother.

Juvy fights back tears. Kim slips his arnms around her.
Their genstones GLOWin sync.

LEXI S
| don’t suppose that those damed
things can get us out o here?

KIM
Are they gonna . . . kill us?
Juvy
No . . . I don't think so. They
need us . . . at least for now.

They tried to make ne --

She flinches as Lexis cleans her wounds. Kim watches her,
then he opens his tunic, touches his gem

KIM
Maybe | can get up --

JUVY
No -- !

She stops him terrified. The OS SHRI EKS and SCREAMS
continue. She | ooks around desperately.

LEXI S
Easy, lass, let nme --

Juvy tries to crawl around the cell

JUVY
W have to . . . get out

She col | apses. Kim cuddl es against her. Lexis covers her
with what’s left of his cloak. He |ooks around. The OGS
SCREAMS are louder . . . large RATS nove in the corners.

EXT. |1 RON MOUNTAI NS - DAWN
Tal on, Anaroth, Gundaf and the Barbarians ride up a narrow

trail. Loose shal e dislodged by the horses’ hooves CLATTERS
down t he sl ope.



73.

Tal on rounds a bend -- his horse rears up, alnost throws him
The others ride to his side.
TALON
Whoa -- easy -- easy --
FANDYR ( OS)
Huh!  What’'d ya do, craw all the

way up?

Mooki e stands in the mddle of the trail, the doughty w zard
perched on his massive shoul der.

ANAROTH
Thought you weren’t comn’.
FANDYR
Yeah, well, the little guys owe
me noney. We're wastin tinel!
Let’'s --
Mooki e GROALS war ni ngly.
FANDYR

VWhat ? What is it?
They | ook around nervously.

TALON
| don't --

Suddenly, from every crevice, behind every boul der -- every
possi bl e place of conceal nent -- A PLATOON OF MOUNTAI N
DWARVES energes. They're arned with crossbows, spears, and
doubl e- bl aded battl e axes.

The Rescuers are conpletely surrounded. Mokie GROAS.

EXT. JAI’ PURNA - DAY

Qutside the massive city’'s walls, a vast tide of humanity
noves toward the city. They drive animals before them many
| aden with possessions. On the horizon the Darkness sweeps
towards them

I NT. PALACE - COUNCI L CHAMBER - DAY

Agil mar neets with CGenerals, Senators, and Representatives.
The nmood is grim D Thora s present, are are several Elves.



DARI US
-- according to our | atest
intelligence. Many of the outer
ki ngdons have already fallen.
fear the Northlands are | ost.

AG LMAR
How soon before they arrive?

El f GENERAL T CHALLA | ooks up froma large relief nap.

GENERAL TCHALLA
Three days. Barely tinme enough
for the Western and Sout hern
provinces to send troops. |
doubt we can expect help fromthe
East .

AG LMAR
And t he evacuati on?

SENATOR KARTH
The majority of the popul ation
shoul d reach us by nightfal

tomorrow. It will be a tight fit
AG LVAR
Any word from your people?
D Thora' s |l ook clearly says: "I have no idea."
AG LVAR

Where will they make first contact?
Tchal l a uses his dagger to point to a spot on the map.

GENERAL TCHALLA
Here, the eastern rimof the
Gorge of Malkuth. 1t’s the only
pass through the nmountains for
hundreds of |eagues. It’s narrow
enough to defend . . . but should
they breach it

Agi | mar studi es the map.
AGQ LVAR
Assenbl e the troops. W |eave as
qui ckly as possi bl e.

They salute, rise to attend their duties.
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On a bal cony, Iselin hugs herself and shivers. Distant
THUNDER RUNMBLES.

I NT. | RON MOUNTAI NS - TUNNEL

Tal on, Fandyr, Mbokie, Anaroth, Gundaf and the Barbari ans,
di sarned, march through a | abyrinth of caves. On every

| edge, outcrop and al ong the tunnel floor, hundreds of
Dwarves keep a wary eye on them

I NT. 1 RON MOUNTAINS - M NES

They energe on a stone viaduct. Dozens of them span pits
that sink into darkness.

They stare in awe: the walls glitter with dianonds, rubies,
eneral ds, all being m ned by hundreds of Dwarves.

FANDYR
Damm! | don’t believe it! Look
at this! lt’s -- it’'s the nobst --

An inpatient Dwarf jabs himin the behind with his spear.

FANDYR
Quch! Wy, you little --

Hundr eds of weapons swing in his direction. Mookie GRONS.

FANDYR
Heh, uh, little wonderful person,
you. Heh, heh.

They trudge across the viaduct.

FANDYR
Vell, at least we’'ll die
surrounded by noney.

TALON
W’'re wasting tinme. W have to
get out of here!

FANDYR
Oh, hey, why didn't we think o that?

TALON
We coul d have nande a stand above
gr ound.
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FANDYR
Easy, kid. |I'mworried ’'bout 'em
t 0o.
(of f Anaroth’s dubi ous | ook)
Hey, a guy can get . . . used to
fol ks, y’' know?

They march toward a vast cavern.
EXT. CASTLE MORDATH - NI GHT
In the courtyard a platoon of Ogres canps around snoking fires.

On a battlenment Singh stares across the nountains toward a
smal |, isolated patch of |ight against the encroachi ng nurk.

I NT. DUNGEON CELL

Kim wakes. There’s a SOUND com ng from one corner
DDGANG. . . CHPPING He peers into the gloom

Lexis uses a piece of rusted shield to chip at the stone
wal | . The SOUNDS are covered by the HOALS and SCREAMS t hat
fill the corridors.

Kim crawms to him curious.

KIM
What are you doi ng? Papa?

Lexi s works doggedly. As Kim watches, part of the wal
crunbles. Behind it is a small opening. A breeze ruffles
their hair. Lexis peers in hopefully.

KIM
What . . . how did you do that, Papa?

LEXI S
Soneone el se started it . . . |
just hope they finished it.

Kim gl ances anxiously at Juvy.

KIM
What about her? We can't | eave
her here.

Lexis works at the edges with the shield.
LEXI S

I[t’1l be tight, but I think
she’'ll make it.
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They peer in. The wi nd MOANS al ong the narrow tw sting
tunnel as it w nds downward.

KIM
Are you s - sure it’'s safe?

LEXI S
Nope. But it beats the
alternative. Cone .

They wake Juvy. She cries out and Lexis clanps a hand over
her mouth. She | ooks around fearfully.

KI M
Shhh . . . we found a way out --
| think.

LEXI S
Best hurry . . . no tellin when
they’' Il be back . . . cone on,
now. . . that’s it . . . that’s
t he way.

Juvy drags herself to the opening and peers in. She pulls back.
KIM
It’s okay, honest. W’ Il help
you. Don't be afraid.

She | ooks at them Lexis nods. Juvy takes a deep breath.

LEXI S

"1l go first, then you, then Kim
JUVY

No. . . | - 1"l go |last

He | ooks closely at her. She nods. Lexis crawls in. Km
| ooks at Juvy. She nanages a snmile, ruffles his hair,
pushes himin. She glances back as a harrow ng OS SCREAM
echoes through the corridors. She craws in quickly.

I NT. TUNNEL

Lexis crawls over the dank stones. 1It’s close, but there’'s
enough roomfor Juvy to wiggle after them He gl ances back
to make sure they're both there, and, as he turns forward
again --

A large RAT rears up in front of him SQUEALI NG

LEXI S
Yaaaahg!



He claps a hand over his nouth, shoes it away.

LEXI S
Gwan . . . get outta here, you
filthy beggar . . . git -- scat!
t --
He pegs a rock at it. It scanpers off. Lexis crawls on,

Kim behind him Juvy last. Her eyes rove everywhere.
I NT. | RON MOUNTAI NS - HALL OF THE MOUNTAI N KI NG

Vast. Beautiful. |Incredible |Iinestone formati ons, and
toweri ng pinnacl es of rock.

Dwarves: mnale and femal e, young and ol d, watch Tal on,
Anar ot h, Fandyr, Mookie, Gundaf and the Barbarians as
they’ re escorted none too gently to a throne carved froma
gi ant jewel.

On the throne is KING HAG LMYRE, surrounded by his persona
guards. He scowl s at the prisoners.

KI NG HAQ LMYRE
More thieving |ong pigs? Fah!
Don’t you knuckl eheads ever | earn?

Angry MJURMURS fromthe Dwarves, nmany of whom shake their
weapons.

FANDYR
Hey, wait a minute, you guys!
Come on -- we didn't cone here to
rob ya -- no, don’t be ridicul ous.

KI NG HAG LMYRE
Then why’ re you here?

FANDYR
Er, well --

Kl NG HAG LMYRE
Heard it all -- don't believe
it -- take 'em away.

The Dwarf Guards nove in on them

FANDYR
Hey, whoa -- wait! Hang on there --

Mboki e GROALS and the Dwarves fall back.

78.



79.

Hagi | nyre nods to sone Dwarves near a |arge stone nachine.
They haul down several LEVERS -- hidden MACH NERY RUMBLES - -
the floor beneath the prisoners opens |like a huge SIFTER

FANDYR ANAROTH
Whoa -- whoa -- yipes! Watch it --

They bal ance precariously on narrow stone cross-pi eces.
Bel ow themis a LAVA LAKE.

KI NG HAG LMYRE
He may be spear and arrow- proof,
but | guarantee this’ || take the
snarl out of 'im

TALON
W don’t give a damm about your
jewels! W're trying to find
sone friends of ours who were
ki dnapped - -

KI NG HAG LMYRE
Right. Good one. Five extra
points for originality.

He gestures.

The openi ngs wi den. They teeter desperately, their hands
bound, trying to keep their bal ance. Mokie ROARS at the
Dwarves. They HOOT and CHEER, place wagers on who'll fal
first.

ANAROTH
He's telling the truth!

Kl NG HAG LMYRE
That' d be a new one for humans.

The Dwarves how with |aughter. The openings w den
the cross-pi eces get narrower.

ANAROTH
G ve us weapons! Let us die like
warriors!

Hagi | nyre confers wth several Dwarves. He |ooks up.

KI NG GAYLM RE
No.

Talon starts to fall in. Mokie grabs him he dangl es above
the nolten rock.
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Fandyr wriggles around precariously on his narrow strip. He
al nrost | oses his footing, wobbles back and forth.

FANDYR
Whoa -- whoa -- whoa! How ' bout
alittle help here?!

KI NG HAG LMYRE
@ ad to oblige. Gve "ema push!

Several Dwarves jab and poke them w th hal berds and pikes.
The ot hers LAUGH and CHEER

Fandyr’s gyrations cause the gemhe’s wearing to slip out
fromunder his robes. It gleans |ike a captured star.

The Dwarves stare in awe.
Mooki e ROARS desperately as his perch all but disappears.

Hagi | nyre stares hard at them He nods to the Dwarves at
the | evers. They grunble, disappointed, reverse the floor.

As it reforms, several Dwarves scurry out and pull Tal on up.
The prisoners sink to their knees.

FANDYR
Whew . . . thanks, your
Dwar vi shness, we --

Kl NG HAG LMYRE
Bl ah, bl ah, blah! Guards --

A sea of WEAPONS noves in.

KI NG HAG LMYRE
Where’ d you get that?

FANDYR
Huh? | always had it. It
bel onged to the Brotherhood of Light.

A Dwarf searches Fandyr. He pulls out the stone Juvy took
from Anaroth. The Dwarves gasp as their radiance fills the
hal | .

Hagi | nyre fixes themw th a | ook.

| NT. | RON MOUNTAINS - DWARF SANCTUM

A cathedral -cavern lined with Dwarf statues. Massi ve
columms rise into darkness.
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A central altar is surrounded by statues . . . a Dwarf, an
Elf, a Human, a Banti, a Wzard . . . facing outward from
the altar.

The Dwarf statue has a genstone in its uprai sed hands.
Hagi | nyre and scores of Dwarves face it, heads bowed. The
pri soners are unbound, and face the altar.

KI NG HAG LMYRE
We prayed this tine would never cone.

He |ifts the genstone, places it around his neck. He draws
a deep breath -- shudders -- it GLOA5 brightly and inbeds
itself in his forehead.

The Dwarves MJURMJUR as he turns to face the humans. He nods
to two Dwarves, who hold Fandyr’s genstones.

TALON
Wiy didn’t they do that?

Tal on stares at the stones, but neither of them gl ow
Hagi | nyre ascends several carved steps. 1In the center of
the statues is a pool of shinmering water. He nptions to
the humans. Anaroth and Talon join him

Fandyr | ooks at the blue gem Moki e RUVBLES softly.
Fandyr shrugs, joins the others.

Hagi | nyre hol ds a hand over the pool. It ripples, becones
agitated. Suddenly -- it SHOANS Kim and Lexis craw ing
t hrough the tunnel.
FANDYR
It’s theml The little guys!
Where --
KI NG HAG LMYRE
Shhh!

Juvy crawls into view. Talon reaches for the pool, but
Anaroth grabs his hand. The inage shifts to Singh, atop the
castl e battl enent.

FANDYR
Ugh! That’s one of "em.
where are they?

TALON
We have to find thenl

Hagi | nyre confers with a Dwarf who runs fromthe chanber.
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EXT. CASTLE MORDATH - NI GHT

In a section of the outer wall near one corner, whipped by
high winds, a bit of nortar dislodges . . . and a crunbling
stone bl ock col |l apses. Juvy pushes the detritus away,
crawls to the edge to | ook out.

She’ s perched above a dizzying chasml Al around the
fortress the jagged spire drops for thousands of feet until
it’s lost in mst.

Lexis and Kim peer out beside her.

LEXI S
G eat

JuvYy
Ther e!

A dozen feet away is a narrow | edge agai nst the sheer wall.
It’s only a foot or two wide, and winds along the cliff face.

Lexi s | ooks at her.

LEXI S
Maybe we took a wong turn .

Juvy works her way toward it.

KIM
Oh -- be careful, Mss Elf!

She perches above the drop. She clings to the rock, her
eyes cl osed.

Kim and Lexis watch her with bated breath.

Juvy opens her eyes, gauges the distance, then holds a hand

out to the Banti. They draw back. Juvy |ooks at them
i mpatiently.
They edge out to her . . . Juvy grabs Kim’'s hand and sw ngs
hi m ont o her back.
LEXI S
This is nmadness! W' || never
make it!
KIM
Yes we will, Papa! We'll nake it

we have to.

Lexis | ooks at him then down. He shuts his eyes, nouths a
short prayer, edges out beside Juvy.



Slowy, they clinb down the sheer face, finding precarious
hand and foot-holds . . . noving towards the tiny |edge.

Under Juvy’'s foot sone of the rock gives way! Kim
SCREAMS -- for a nonent they dangle --

Lexi s edges around them desperately. He | ooks down.

LEXI S
Al right . . . all right now --
just -- careful! Easy now . :
bit at atime . . . that’'s it --

that’s the way .

Juvy finds a foot-hold, and sobs with relief as she regains
the | edge. She opens her eyes and | ooks into Lexis . She
nods, and he edges al ong ahead of her.

Wi pped by SHRI EKI NG wi nds, they continue their descent.
EXT. | RON MOUNTAI NS - WARHELM PASS - TW LI GHT

On a pronontory Talon | ooks toward the nountains. The w nd
whi ps his hair. Mokie sits nearby, RUMBLES softly.

Beyond t he nountai ns Darkness roils. Lightning flashes .
THUNDER.

Fandyr and Anaroth join them

FANDYR
They’ re probably headed for
Wwrld s End. 1It’s a long shot,
but the Banti know that’s where
t hey’ ve gotta go.

Anar ot h squeezes Tal on’s shoul der. Mdokie GROAS a questio

FANDYR

Yeah, but we're still one .

or maybe two short.
TALON

What do you nean?
ANAROTH

Al'l the gens have to go to

VWrl d s End.
FANDYR

| guess as the l|ast of the
Brot herhood, it’'s up to ne to
take this one.

83.
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He holds up the blue gemsadly. Mokie RUVBLES proudly,
ruffles Fandyr’s hair.

TALON
What about the other one?

Anaroth holds it up.

ANAROTH
It was entrusted to Men .
(shrugs)
Maybe the keepers are all dead.

Tal on neets Anaroth’ s eyes.
Slowly, Anaroth extends it.

Tal on hesitates the barest fraction of a nonent, then he
takes it. To their surprise, it GLOAS.

FANDYR
Vell, 1l be .

Mooki e puts an enornous hand on Tal on’s shoul der. Tal on
| ooks up at Anaroth, who smles.

ANAROTH
| knew you hadda be good for
sonet hi ng.

OS WAR HORNS bl are. They | ook toward the pass.
A vast arny of Dwarves is nounted on war ponies, armed for

bear. Fandyr, Tal on, Anaroth, and Mokie join Gundaf and
t he Bar bari ans.

ANAROTH
W' |l swing by and pick up ny
people. It’s been too |long since

we’ ve had a good scrap

Hagi | nyre joins Tal on, Fandyr and Mookie. He wears nmail and
| eather arnor, carries a battle-ax, a short sword and wears
a belt with several sheaths and pockets.

FANDYR
Whoa, get a load o you, shorty!
Wo'd o thunk it?

KI NG HAG LMYRE
For your information, | was a
seasoned warrior while you were
still nessing your diapers, sonny.
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They nmount up al ongsi de a dozen DWARF COMWANDOS. Talon is
anxi ous to be off.
ANAROTH

She’ll be all right, lad. That’s

a warrior wench if ever |’ve seen

one.
Hagi | nyre rai ses his battle-ax overhead.

KI NG HAG LMYRE
For freedom-- and victory!

The conpany answers with a resoundi ng SHOUT.
Anaroth and Talon thud their fists on each other’s shoul ders.
Anaroth and his Warriors spur their horses off.

The Dwarf Arny salutes their king and THUNDERS of f through
t he pass.

TALON
Let’s ride.

They speed off in the opposite direction.
EXT. PLAINS - DAY

A city burns.

Shape-shifters tear at dead bodi es savagely.

Dar kchyl de’ s arny covers the plains and hills. Arnor CLANKS,
beasts BELLOW

Huge siege engines RUMBLE . . . hideous mahouts ride
enor nous Warbeasts . . . legions of foul Mnsters trudge
steadily across the |and.

At the head of the arnmy Darkchylde glides on his hell beast
in war hel mand bl ack arnor.

EXT. JAI’' PURNA - GATES - DAY

Terrified nultitudes nove across the plains, and through the
huge gol den gates. Frightened animals raise an incredible
RACKET. Soldiers attenpt to keep order.

On the horizon, the Darkness sweeps toward them
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I NT. PALACE - GREAT HALL - DAY

Controll ed bedlam Iselin enters to find Agil mar being
suited up in his arnor. She | ooks at hi m anxiously.

AG LMAR
Any wor d?

GENERAL TCHALLA
The Denobns are between us. |It’'s
doubt ful --

He stops when he sees Iselin. Agilmr nods to his Aides,
t hey bow and nove off. He takes his wfe' s hands and smles
at her.

| SELI N
Must you go?

AG LMAR
| am the king.

She trenbl es agai nst him

| SELI N
| could not bear to | ose both of
you. It is nmy fault Jovita --

He stops her with a gentle hand on her Iips.

Tchal | a approaches. Agilmar raises Iselin' s face, |ooks
into her eyes.

AG LMAR
Il will return, ny heart. | am
not fated to die beyond the
Pal ace wal |l s.

They kiss, then Agilmar marches off as Iselin watches
wr et chedl y.

| NT. TONER CHAMBER - BALCONY - DAY

Dari us watches the huge arny mass below. He steps into the
light -- there’s a tiny hononcul us perched on his shoul der.
He feeds it a scrap of raw nmeat, rubs its scaly head.

EXT. JAI' PURNA - PALACE - DAY

Agi | mar gal |l ops down the main avenue towards the gates at
t he head of the arny.
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Iselin watches froma bal cony. A strong wi nd whips at her
garnents. In the approachi ng Darkness, |ightning flashes,
THUNDER gr ow s.

EXT. A ROCKY CANYON - DAY

Anar ot h, Gundaf and the Barbarian Warriors gallop through a
narrow defile. SCREECH NG Muntai n Goblins hurl rocks at
them The Warriors fall.

Anar ot h | ooks back as he and Gundaf barely escape.

On the cliffs, the Mountain Goblins HOAL and SHRI EK

EXT. BLACK DRAGON MOOR - NI GHT

Juvy, Lexis and Kim struggle across the desolate terrain.
The only living things are |arge deforned |izards and

serpents. Carrion birds circle overhead. The Banti | ook
exhaust ed.

Juvy | ooks up toward distant nountains . . . they glow faintly.
KIM
Ilt’s . . . still so far away.

She picks himup. They trudge a few yards, she stops to
rest. Lexis stares ahead.

LEXI S
Pri ncess .

Juvy | ooks up.

A plunme of snoke rises froma fire.

EXT. CAMP - NI GHT

Armed NOVADS canp around a fresh-water pool. They have
several wagons and horses. One |ooks up, a hand goes to his
curved sword. The others rise as Juvy and the Banti appear
out of the dark.

The nomads confer while |ooking themover. One reaches for
Juvy, she slaps his hand away.

Anot her grabs Kim roughly. Juvy drops himw th a spinning
back ki ck

The nomads | ook at their fallen conrade, then at Juvy.
She stares back defiantly.

One of them reaches out and brushes hair back from her ear.
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He grins. They pull back their hair to reveal EIf ears.
EXT. BLACK DRAGON MOOR - NI GHT

Juvy gallops on a horse, a curved sword slung across her
back. Kim rides in front of her, Lexis clings on behind her.

I NT. JAI" PURNA PALACE - THRONE ROOM - DAY

Iselin enters and sees Darius draped | anguidly on the throne.
He smirks at her. She turns to the CGuards.

| SELI N
Renove hi m

They don’t. She |ooks at them angrily.

DARI US
Save your ire, M Lady. Your
husband’ s m sgui ded | ackeys ride
with himto their doom
(of f her startled | ook)
These are ny loyalists. You may
speak freely before them

Iselin starts toward himas he takes a drink froma gol den
goblet. The Guards grab her roughly. She seethes as they
search her and take her dagger. They present it to Darius.

DARI US
Naughty, naughty. | believe you
will find that the w nds of
fortune have shifted. A new --

She tries to reach him The guards hold her.

DARI US
There is no reason for all the
Royal House to perish
(of f her black stare)
Is it not enough to have | ost
your brat and that m sgui ded oaf
of a husband?

| SELI N
If I amto be inprisoned,
i mprison ne! Your inpotent
prattle wearies ne.

Darius glares, then smles.
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DARI US
As you wi sh. Since you do not
find me acceptabl e, perhaps our

new Master will be nore to your
liking. He has a taste for
I nnocence.

| selin shudders.
EXT. JAI' PURNA - PRI SON TOAER - DAY

It rises like an ivory needl e above the city, the skies
racked by Iightning.

I NT. TOWER CELL

Iselin"s shoved in roughly, they SLAMthe door. She | ooks
out the window. In the distance, the gorge is pooled in shadow.

EXT. BLACK DRAGON MOCR - NI GHT

Hagi | nyre, Tal on, Fandyr, Mookie and the Dwarf Comrandos
ride across the steam ng | andscape. Their horses suddenly
rear up.

FANDYR
Whoa! Whoa, you stupid -- whoa!

Mooki e GROALS nervously. They pass a huge bog. Tw sted
trees rise fromits msty waters. |Imense boul ders are
scattered about.

TALON
| don’t suppose we can go around?

Hagi | nyre squints into the nurk.

THOKAR
Take too long. They ve already
got too good a start.

FANDYR
| was afraid of that.
(to Mooki e)
Stay cl ose, huh?

Mooki e GROALS. It’s spooky and unsettling. The horses rear
and VWHI NNY, and as they turn to cal mthem a BOG MONSTER
erupts fromthe swanp!

TALON FANDYR
Crom Yow

Tent acl es sl ash at horses and riders.
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Talon’s thrown into the water.

Mooki e splashes in after himas a powerful tentacle waps
around Tal on.

KI NG HAG LMYRE
Get him

FANDYR
Mooki e -- what are you --

Tal on’ s dragged toward deep water, struggling in terror.
Mooki e tugs agai nst the Lovecraftian horror.

FANDYR
Mooki e!  Mbokie -- | ook out! MOXXIE!

The Dwarves fire crossbows, but the bolts bounce off the
hi deous horror.

Mooki e strains -- the tentacle he’s pulling on snaps --
dunps himinto the drink as the Bog Monster subnerges with
Tal on.

Mooki e dives after it. The noxious surface is still . . . a
f ew bubbles rise to the surface.

KI NG HAG LMYRE
What -- where are they? Can you --

FANDYR
Mookie -- MOCKIE! MO --

Mooki e erupts fromthe nmuck -- Talon held aloft in one
massi ve hand.

FANDYR
MOOKI E!

The Bog Monster’s sliny tentacles engulf Mokie as he hol ds
Talon up out of its reach. |It’s a losing battle, and, with
a final BELLOW Mookie hurls Talon toward shore.

Kl NG HAG LMYRE
Look out!

Tal on spl ashes down near them they drag himclear.
Fandyr watches Mookie struggle with the seethi ng abom nati on.

FANDYR
Mookie -- get outta there! Get out!



Mookie's held fast. Wth horrible SUCKI NG sounds t he Bog
Monst er drags hi m under.

Talon junps to his feet, coughing, and starts towards him

FANDYR TALON
MOOOCKI | | | | EEEE! Nooooo!

Hagi | nyre and the Dwarves hol d Tal on back as Mokie
di sappears. The water bubbl es and seet hes.

Fandyr stares at the rippling surface, stunned.

FANDYR
Mboki e .

Stillness settles. Fandyr sinks wetchedly to his knees.
EXT. JAI"PURNA - CITY GATES - DAY

Anar ot h and Gundaf ride through nobs of people and aninals
toward the city.

ANAROTH
Make way -- nmake way there, people!

GUNDAF THE RED
The denons will be here before
they’'re all inside.

They ride through the crowds toward the gates.
EXT. JAI' PURNA - PALACE - DAY

They di snount, start up the steps. The Pal ace Guards bar
their way with drawn weapons.

GUNDAF THE RED
Qut of the way, man! W nust see
t he ki ng!

PALACE GUARD
No one gets into --

ANAROTH
Lemme explain it to 'em

The CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD cones down acconpani ed by twenty
Sol di ers.

CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD
What’ s the problem sentry?
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ANAROTH
W have to see the king. It’s a
matter of grave inportance! Get

out of --
The Sol di ers nove on them weapons drawn.

ANAROTH
We don’t have tine for this!

He hurls themall over the steps. Gundaf grabs a coupl e,
bangs their heads together. FOOTSTEPS rush toward them

GUNDAF THE RED
Anar ot h!

More Pal ace Guards rush down the steps toward them Anaroth
pi cks a Soldier up and hurls himinto them He and Gundaf
run for the Palace. The Guards pursue them

I NT. PRI SON TOVNER - DAY

Two CGuards enter with food and water. |Iselin lies on the
floor, her back to them Wbrried, they approach -- one
reaches for her shoulder. She erupts in EIf hand-to-hand
conbat, beats the crap out of them She grabs a sword,
dashes out, |ocks the door.

I NT. PALACE - THRONE ROOM - DAY

Anarot h and Gundaf fight their way in. Darius rises from
t he throne,

DARI US
What -- GUARDS -- stop them

As the fight continues, D Thora comnes in.

D THORA
VWhat the Hell is goin’ on here?!

DARI US
Assassins! Archers --

The Sol di ers surround Anaroth and Gundaf. D Thora sees a
Dwar vi sh nmessage sigil in Anaroth’s belt.

D THORA
Hol d! Hold, | say!

D Thora strides over to Anaroth. He grabs the sigil

D THORA
Where’ d you get this?
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DARI US
That is of no inport. Archers --
D THORA
The Hell it isn’t! Speak up
where --
ANAROTH
From Ki ng Hagil myre of Iron
Mount ai n.

(off D Thora's | oo0k)
W were there two days ago --
they’re riding here to help.

Darius reacts to this news.
D THORA

By ny Gandfather’s Balls! Let
t hem go, we --

DARI US
Sei ze them al |
D THORA
What the Hell d'you think you' re
doi ng, you --
DARI US
Pl ace themin the tower . . for

now. W will deal with these
traitors |later.

The Sol di ers cover D Thora also. He | ooks around, seething.

D THORA
Where’s the Queen?! | demand to
be taken to her at once!

DARI US
Precisely what | had in mnd.

The Sol di ers shove themtoward the door. Darius sits on the
throne, sips froma gol den gobl et.

I NT. PALACE CORRI DOR - DAY
A dozen Sol diers march down the I ong hallway. Wen they' re

gone, Iselin conmes out from behind a colum. She noves off
in the opposite direction.
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I NT. PALACE COURTYARD - DAY

I selin hears approaching OS VO CES, slips behind a colum.
Sol diers march D Thora, Anaroth and Gundaf past. She steps
out behind them

| SELI' N
Hol d!

The Sol di ers turn.

| SELI N
Lay down your arnms, and you may |ive.

They rush her, she cuts themto shreds. D Thora, Gundaf and
Anaroth run to Iselin as she w pes her blade on one of her
fallen foes’ tunics.

D THORA
What madness - -

ANAROTH
You have to be Princess Juvy’'s
not her .

| SELI N
Juvy?! How do you --

ANAROTH
She |ives, headed for World' s End
with the Banti

Iselin alnost weeps with relief.
D THORA

Woul d soneone nmind telling ne
what the Hell is going on?!

| SELI N

The king! Darius sends himinto

a trap!

They start down the hall

D THORA

| never did trust that piss-weasel!
| SELI N

There are still 1oyal Pal ace

GQuards. If we can reach them --
DARI US (OS)

| rather doubt that, My Lady.



They skid to a stop.

The corridor’s barred by Darius and twenty arnmed THUGS.
They start back the other way -- twenty nore SCOLDI ERS bar
that route.

DARI US
Al as, it appears that Elves and
Dwar ves conspire agai nst the crown.

| SELI N
Only a fool would believe --

DARI US
True, but the fools will believe
whatever | tell them And since
| alone will be able to negotiate
a truce to save their m serable
lives --

The four stand back-to-back as the lethal ring tightens.

DARI US
| know your skill well, M Lady,
but not even you can stop forty
arrows.

D THORA

Bring it on, chicken droppings.

DARI US
Archers! Prepare --

CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD ( CS)
Hol d!

On the bal coni es PALACE GUARDS ai m | ongbows at Darius and
his mnions. He glares up at them

DARI US
Lay down your arns! This is --

| SELI N
Listen to ne -- he has sent the
king into a trap --

DARI US
She lies! She is the one --

D THORA
Bull shit! I|If we don't warn them
they’ Il be massacred!

The Pal ace Guards hesitate, unsure of who to believe.

95.
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ANAROTH
She speaks the truth! [If you
don't --
Dari us grabs a crossbow and fires -- inpales Iselin through

the shoulder. As she falls, Darius flees. D Thora dashes
after him As the Palace Guards join the chase:

D THORA
Stay back -- he’'s mne!

Darius |leaps onto a ranp to a narrow runway above the
courtyard, with D Thora cl ose behi nd.

He pauses to fire nore bolts -- D Thora SMACKS t hem out of
the air with his ax.

Darius throws the crossbow and runs. D Thora charges after him
D Thora catches him Darius whips his sword out, they

exchange furious blows. He's a skillful swordsman, and

D Thora has his hands full.

The Pal ace Guards surround Darius’ nen, who drop their weapons.

D Thora and Darius battle savagely above the courtyard.
Darius drives him back towards the edge.

DARI US
You will die |ike a dog!
TALON
Wew | will if I have to keep

i nhal i ng that foul breath!

Darius hacks at him but D Thora evades his attack. They
nove out onto a narrow cornice ending in a four-story drop

Anaroth and the others watch anxiously as the Captain tends
I selin’s wound.

D Thora's foot slips -- Darius leaps in to finish him
| SELI N
D Thoral!!
They go over -- D Thora's ax slices through Darius’ torso!

The evil advisor SLAMS to the ground -- and TRANSFORMS | NTO
A GOBLIN He dies with a horrible GURGE

They [ ook up -- D Thora hangs onto a gargoyl e.



97.

ANAROTH
Son of a bitch .

EXT. PALACE COURTYARD - DAY

Iselin, her armin a sling, nounts her horse. Anaroth’s
nmount ed beside her with twenty GUARDS

D THORA
This is madness! Soneone el se --

| SELI N
He is nmy husband.

ANAROTH
For Gortan’s Sakes, let’s go
before the war’s over, wllya?

They gal l op through the gates.

D THORA
Heal er -- ny nother wanted ne to
be a healer. . . but would I
listen . . . ?

EXT. DEAD LANDS - N GHT

Juvy | eads her horse through a blizzard. Kim and Lexis
ride, huddled in their cloaks. Juvy stunbles, drags herself
up, peers into the storm

Behind a ridge the Shadowren watch. Their beasts H SS
restlessly in the background.

EXT. BLACK STEPPES - NI GHT

Hagi | nyre, Tal on and the Dwarf Conmmandos hunt for Juvy’s
trail. Fandyr slunps on his horse, disconsolate. THOKAR,
one of the Commandos, | ooks up fromthe hard-packed earth
and sniffs the air.

THOKAR
They’ re not al one.

Tal on | ooks afraid.

Hagi | nyre opens his arnor, peers at his gem There are DARK
STREAKS in its aura.

He gl ances at Fandyr, still deep in despair and | oss.
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EXT. AN ICY RIDGE - N GHT

Juvy struggles up the slope. She falls. It doesn't |ook
like she’ll be able to get up. The Banti are just about
finished. Kim's genstone GLCOA5 . . . SOUNDS a tentative NOTE

He stirs weakly. The light grows stronger. He |ooks up

. . through bleary, frost-rimred eyes, he sees sonething
bet ween two towering icy pinnacles. It GO dindy . . . a
portal ?

He tries to call out to Juvy, but his lips are frozen. He
shuts his eyes tight :

On hands and knees in the snow, Juvy shivers. Her gem GLOA5,
SOUNDS t he sane NOTE. She rai ses her head. Looks | ooks at
Kim .

He poi nts weakly ahead.

Juvy struggles to her feet, staggers forward, |eads the
horse toward the shimering cleft.

Al nost dead on her feet, she |ooks up at an ornate portal of
l'i ght.

In the center of its filigreed scrollwrk and sigils are
circles containing synbols for the gens.

She staggers back and pulls Kimi off the horse. They face
the barrier, with no idea what to do.

Kim |eans forward, shivering, one armout to touch it.
Juvy staggers toward it -- as they touch the barrier, it
BLAZES! They stand, awash in the brilliant |ight --

Lexi s | ooks up from where he shivers on the horse .
hal f - dead.

Juvy and Kim are bathed in nystic light. It fornms a tunne
that pierces into the nountain.

Juvy and Kim shade their eyes, peer into the tunnel. She

sets himdown, staggers back for Lexis.

EXT. A R SE

The Shadowren watch. Singh’s hand goes to his jewel. His

eyes burn fiercely.
EXT. JAI"PURNA - PLAINS - DAY

The arny noves across the greensward.
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Agi | mar stares at the gorge.
It’s dark, silent.
EXT. GORGE OF MALKUTH - DAY

It’s full of Hobgoblins, CGhouls and O cs. On the other side
Dar kchyl de’ s arny masses.

EXT. JAI' PURNA - PLAINS - DAY
As they ride closer:
Al DE
Sire, riders approaching fromthe
city!

Iselin, Anaroth and twenty Palace Guards gallop toward them
Iselin reins up before Agil mar

Ad LMAR ANAROTH
VWhat - - It’s a trap! An anbush!

| SELI N
Darius has betrayed us!

Agi | mar | ooks towards the gorge.

AG LMAR
Sound retreat!

BUGLES sound, they turn their nounts.
EXT. GORGE OF MALKUTH - DAY

The Denon Arny sees themgallop away. They HOA and ROAR --
rush down the gorge’ s rocky sides --

-- and spill out, preceded by HOAI NG Berserkers!
EXT. PLAINS - DAY
As they ride, Iselin glances off to the right --

-- Trolls and O cs THUNDER down fromthe surrounding hills
on huge, snarling WOLVES, flanking them

Anar ot h gl ances back --
-- the Darkness sweeps into the gorge.

AG LMAR
Sound t he charge!
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BUGLES bl ar e.

Swords and pi kes whip into position.

Horses gal l op toward the advanci ng nonsters.

The earth shakes.

The two forces THUNDER toward each ot her.

I selin unsheathes a SHI NI NG El f bl ade.

Behi nd t hem Dar kchyl de’s arny HOALS for bl ood!

They CLASH in a mmel strom of swords, arrows, spears, SCREAMS
and HOALLS! The savage wol ves bring down several horses.
They fight valiantly, but it’'s clear they won't break

t hrough before the nmain force reaches them

Iselin cuts down Ocs and Trolls as Soldiers fall around her.
The main force of the Denon Arny pours out of the gorge!
Thousands of m sshappen fornms -- SHRIEKING -- HOALI NG - -
ROARING Arrows fly --

Several Soldiers fall!

An Ogre knocks Agilmar off his horse. Anaroth |ands on top
of it, RAMS his sword through its torso.

ANAROTH
Qui ckly, nount up

Agi |l mar hesitates. Anaroth lifts himinto the saddle, slaps
the horse on its runp. As it gallops off, he braces to nake
his stand -- there’s an OGS WAR CRY --

The arny of Dwarves THUNDERS in fromthe right flank --

An arny of ELVES gallops in fromthe left. They |oose
vol | eys of arrows with machi ne-gun precision --

They SMASH into the Denobns and their savage nounts, ride
over them

Anaroth’s Barbarian Warriors, nmale and fenal e, sweep down
fromthe hills, cut into themfromthe rear.

Iselin rides towards Anaroth at full gallop, |eading a
horse -- he swings into the saddle -- they ride after the
ot hers.
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EXT. GORGE OF MALKUTH - DAY

Dar kchyl de HOALS with rage. The arny gall ops towards the
city barely ahead of their denonic pursuers.

EXT. JAI' PURNA - ATOP THE WALLS - DAY
D Thora peers down at the approaching riders.

D THORA
Ready!

EXT. JAI" PURNA - CITY GATES - DAY

Arrows, bolts and spears rain down on the Berserkers and the
| eadi ng edge of the Denons. Their bodies sl ow down the rest
of the Dark Arny.

The Elves ride and fire arrows behind themw th deadly
preci si on.

The arny gallops into the city. The nmassive gates sw ng
shut amdst a rain of deadly mssiles from both sides.

EXT. DEAD LANDS - N GHT

Tal on, Hagil nyre, Fandyr and the Dwarf Conmandos struggle
through a blizzard. Visibility’s down to zero. They and
their nounts are covered in snow.

Suddenly -- SNOW TROLLS rise up -- attack savagely, taking
t hree Conmandos out. The others leap to defend thensel ves.

Fandyr |ooks up, shaken out of his renorse as a |arge,
fearsone Snow Troll |oons over him--

EXT. WORLD S END - NI GHT
Juvy, Kim and Lexis | ook up.

Acres of giant briars and thorns surround an | VORY TOAER
over grown by vines.

Juvy opens her tunic. Her gem GLOA5, enmits a low HUM Kim
exposes his, which also GLOA5. He stands beside Juvy as
Lexis wearily surveys the barrier.

LEXI S
. . . oh, good . . . looks like
the hard part’s over
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EXT. JAI" PURNA - ATOP THE WALLS - DUSK

Agil mar clinbs atop the wall acconpani ed by Anaroth, D Thora,
Iselin, and scores of EIf, Dwarf and human warri ors.

The plains are black with ARVED, ARMORED MONSTERS .
towering siege engines . . . fearsone ROARI NG war beasts.

Dar kchyl de’s Hel| Beast |ands before the wall causing a
small windstorm Every weapon ains at him

DARKCHYLDE
There is no need to be destroyed.
Surrender and your people wll be

spar ed.

AG LMAR
You Il forgive us if we don't
bel i eve you.

DARKCHYLDE

As you w sh.

He flies back toward his arnmy. The Defenders exchange a
griml ook.

D THORA
That went wel | .

DARKNESS settles. Wthin nonents it is night.

The Defenders clutch their weapons tightly. There' s fear on
many faces.

Wth a SHRIEK the hideous tide surges toward the city from
all sides! The earth SHAKES --

-- weapons gl eam - -

-- feet, claws and hooves SHAKE the earth --
-- the air’s filled with the BELLOW of beast s!
EXT. WORLD S END - NI GHT

Juvy and Lexis search the edge of the thorn barrier. Kim
stares at the distant tower.

JUVY
Here . . . | think I found a path.

LEXI S
That’ s a path?
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She turns to reply, sees sonething that freezes her blood --
The Shadownen scranbl e toward them

JUVY
Kim!

He turns, pales in horror! Singh streaks toward him --
Juvy flings several shuriken --

One enbeds itself in Singh’s eye -- he SHRI EKS - -

Lexis grabs Kim and runs for the barrier.

The Shadowren chase them Juvy fires her |ongbow |ike a
gattling gun!

Two Shadownen are hit, they stunble --

Si ngh holds his ruined eye, black bl ood oozes from between
his fingers. He flings his dagger --

-- into Lexis' back --

LEXI S
Aaaaagh!

Lexi s staggers into the branbles carrying Kim. Juvy
follows, firing arrows at the Shadownen. The Shadownen stop
at the opening.

I NT. BRI AR HEDGE - NI GHT

Juvy noves behind Lexis, her bow nocked and ready. He
struggles to keep going. Kim |ooks back, frightened.

Behi nd them the Shadowren nove through the hedge, searching

Juvy and the Banti weave through the thorns. Lexis stunbles.

KI M
Papa!

Juvy picks himup, sees his wound. It’s festering, turning
bl ack. Kim hugs himtightly, sobs.

KI M
Papa .

Juvy drops her bow and picks Lexis up.
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JUVY
Quickly, Kim. . . hurry! Hurry!

She takes his hand and plunges deeper into the hedge.

The Shadownen stalk them Singh stops, |ooks down at the
gr ound.

Drops of bl ood.

He sm | es.

EXT. JAI"PURNA - N GHT

Si ege engines hurl FIERY M SSILES at the walls.

Monstrous archers and spear nen shoot down Soldiers. A rain
of arrows and spears fells advancing Ogres and Trolls.

Trolls mounted on harpies and huge bats circle the city,
fire at the defenders.

EXT. JAI' PURNA - ATOP THE WALLS - NI GHT

Several Defenders topple off. Monsters nove cl ose under
cover of their shields, carrying siege |ladders. The air’s
full of lethal mssiles.

ANAROTH
They’re gonna try to breach the
wal Is! Up top -- hurry! Hurry!

The Defenders fire arrows and spears. Dozens of nonsters
fall, but the hideous tide is inexhaustible.

D Thora works one wall, Anaroth works another. A barbed
arrow bounces off Anaroth’s shield, alnost topples himoff
the wall.

D THORA
Watch it, huh? Told ya you were
too big to be any good at this!

Anaroth grins as he turns back to fight a bat-nounted Troll
He nortally wounds the steed, then hacks the Troll to bits.

Agil mar clinmbs up onto the wall, using his shield to defl ect
arrows.

ANAROTH
you shoul d stay bel ow, Sire!
d

Hey
' angerous up here.

It’s



AG LVAR
It’s ny city, | nust -- uh!

He defl ects anot her arrow.

El f and human archers fire at the attacking nonsters.

fire and reload so quickly they ' re virtually a blur.

ANAROTH
Close up that hole! Watch it --
nore archers onto the wall! Hurry!
AG LMAR

Gods! How can there be so many?
D Thora scoots over, keeping |ow
D THORA

Doesn’t | ook good, Sire. Qur
people turn into their people

when they fall.

AG LMAR
Thin out their ranks! Archers --
spear nmen!

They fire down at the attackers.
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El ves

The ground’ s covered with bodi es which the attackers clanber
over. Sone stop to tear chunks out of their fallen brethren

and devour them as they surge on.

EXT. JAI" PURNA - BATTLEFI ELD - N GHT

Dar kchyl de watches fromhis Hell Beast. He sees Agil mar

atop the walls. An evil grin spreads across his face.

He

rai ses his hands, a m niature MAA CAL STORM coal esces into a

BLAZI NG DART, which he bl ows --

-- it hurtles toward the City --

EXT. JAI' PURNA - ATOP THE WALLS - NI GHT
-- and SLAMS into Agilmar’s heart.

AG LMAR
Aaaaagggghhhh - -

He falls backward. Anaroth grabs him
D THORA

Haefir’'s Balls! Get himdown --
hurry!
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Soldiers carry Agilmar down. D Thora and Anaroth | ook
t owar ds Dar kchyl de.

Monsters are erupt out of the cracked earth.
EXT. WORLD S END - NI GHT

Juvy energes fromthe hedge carrying Lexis. Kim clings to
her, stares up at his father, anguished.

Juvy sets Lexis down gently.

He’ s al nost translucent. He coughs up blood and bile,
trenbles violently.

KIM
P - papa, don't |eave ne --
pl ease, Papa!

LEXI S
Now . . . now Kim. . . we
got -- work . . . to do
don't we, |lad? Eh?

Kim shakes his head, wetched. Lexis gently touches Kim'’s
face, shudders in pain. Kim throws hinself onto his father,
weeps. Juvy keeps an eye out for the Shadownren as she tends
Lexis, but there’s nothing she can do for him

KIM
No . . . please, Papa . . . don't
| eave ne . . .

LEXI S
Kim. . . Kim-- |look at ne .

Kim slowy raises his face. Lexis nmanages a smle.

LEXI S
What about -- yer Mama . . . eh?
If we don't -- if we don’t finish
this -- who' Il help them. . . eh?

Kim shakes his head mserably as Lexis is seized by a
pai nful spasm Juvy turns away.

LEXI S
Princess . . . ? Princess .

She takes his hand. He tries to focus on her.
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LEXI S
.. .. ye'll look after "im won't
ye . . . yell --
He' s wracked by convulsions. Kim loses it. Juvy gently
takes Kim in her arns.

LEXI S
.o Gotta . . . get . . . gotta
doit . . . Km. . . uptous --

Lexi s convul ses violently. Kim presses his face agai nst
Juvy, sobs.

LEXI S
-- yer . . . ne boy, Kim.
let’s get nmovin’ . . . now.

time's .

Juvy hugs Kim tightly as Lexis breathes his last. Kim
sobs wetchedly. Juvy rocks himgently, strokes his hair.

I NT. BRI AR HEDGE - NI GHT
The Shadownen sniff the air.
EXT. TONER OF ETERNI TY - N GHT

Juvy carries Kim towards the overgrown tower. Lightning
fl ashes around the summt.

She stops to catch her breath, |ooks up at it.

JUVY
W're alnost there Kimwe --

Kim |ooks up, and Juvy gasps.
H s eyes blaze. His features have begun to change.

JUVY
Kim --

KIM
Put nme down.

Juvy starts to protest, he shuts his eyes. Their genstones
FLARE -- she’s thrown onto the ground.

Kim floats in md-air. Looks back the way they cane. He
settles to earth. He starts toward the tower.

JUVY
Kim wait we -- Kim!
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She grabs his arm-- he turns -- she recoils -- he’s begun
to resenbl e Darkchyl de.

KIM
lt's showti ne.

I NT. TONER OF ETERNITY - MAI N LEVEL

Juvy | ooks around at the huge, dark space. Kim noves
deeper into the chanber. He seens to ABSORB the darkness.

KIM
Do you feel that?

He opens his tunic. H's genstone BLAZES DARKLY. Ghostly
wi sps of magi cal energy point up the dark stone ranp. Juvy
peers uncertainly into the gloom She lights a torch.

The sputtering light reveal s i mense colums and archways
shrouded in darkness. There are statues of warriors, El ves,
Dwar ves, and Monsters, frozen in eternal strife.

KIM
Thi s way.

He starts up the ranp. Juvy follows cautiously. They pause
at an intersection of passageways. Kinm stares into each.
Finally he points down the center one.

JUVY
Are you .

He starts forward. Juvy gl ances around uneasily, hurries
after him

I NT. TONER OF ETERNI TY - UPWARD CORRI DOR

They enter a hall where the walls have partially fallen in.
Junbl ed masonry and snowdrifts are everywhere. As they nove
deeper, they HEAR OS FOOTSTEPS behi nd them com ng up fast.
Juvy grabs Kim, slips behind a large pillar.

A flickering torch |ights the passage, coni ng closer.

Juvy’s hand tightens on her sword. Kim |owers his head,
breat hes heavily. Hi's genstone glows darkly.

TALON (CS)
Juvy -- Juvy!

JuvYy
Tal on?
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Tal on, Hagil nyre, Fandyr and three Dwarf Conmandos energe
fromthe darkened ranp. Juvy and Talon run to hug each other.

TALON
Thank t he Gods!
JUVY
Talon . . . oh, god, Talon .
She clings to him then | ooks at Fandyr. He's still subdued.

KI NG HAG LMYRE
Where’s the boy?!

Kim’'s gone! As they search for him-- the Shadownen attack --
EXT. JAI' PURNA - GATES - N GHT

Si ege | adders THUD agai nst the walls! Monsters clinb up
amd a rain of arrows, spears and burning oil

G gantic battering rans RUMBLE forward, protected by heavy
wood and netal shields, manned by Ogres, Ocs, Trolls.

EXT. JAI' PURNA - ATOP THE WALLS - NI GHT

Anaroth shoves a | adder away fromthe wall. 1ts hideous
occupants CRASH to earth. He ducks a barrage of arrows.

ElIf archers rain arrows down on the attackers, and scores of
themfall.

D THORA
Stop those rans! Keep ’'em back
fromthe gates

The HUGE SIEGE ENA NES roll forward, driven by fearsone
beasts, mashing the bodies of the slain.

ANAROTH
Hold "em-- hold 'em by Crom
More nen to the West Wal | !

BATTLE GOBLI NS cl anber over the wall and are net with

RI NG NG steel! Blood spurts -- arnor’s cleaved -- heads
split -- linbs fly!
Defenders fall. Ogres and Trolls stormthe battl enents,

sl aught er savagely! Anaroth neets them war hanmer in one
hand, sword in the other.

D Thora and his Dwarves hit [ ow, nen and El ves hit high.
Anaroth SMASHES a Troll through the air into several Ogres
clinmbing over the wall -- they fall back.



110.

I NT. JAI" PURNA - PALACE - ROYAL WNG - N GHT

Iselin and four Court Physicians tend Agilmar. He breathes
raggedly. One armand part of his torso are black and raw.

The Chi ef Physician rises, shakes his head. As he noves
away, |selin kneels beside her husband.

He opens his eyes. She | ooks up.
General Tchalla and several Aides enter, bloody and battered.
Tchalla s face falls when he sees the king s condition. The
OS SOUNDS of BATTLE can be heard distantly.
Tchall a | ooks at the king' s discarded arnor.
Iselin sits beside Agilmar, holds his hand.
AG LMAR
| nmust return to the walls. |
cannot
She hol ds his hand to her heart.
| SELI N
Rest ny beloved . . . you have
done all that you can
He | ooks into her eyes.

AG LMAR
To have to | eave thee thus .

| SELI N
Thou wilt be in nmy heart
f orever nore.
She ki sses himtenderly.

When she rises, the Chief Physician nods to the others.
They file out slowy. Tchalla starts to exit with them

| SELI N
Wi t .

He | ooks back.
EXT. JAI"PURNA - CITY GATES - N GHT

Huge battering rans SMASH into the gates -- they begin to
buckl e.
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EXT. JAI' PURNA - ATOP THE WALLS - NI GHT

An QOgre knocks D Thora down, raises its spear to finish him
Anaroth’s sword BURSTS through its torso. He lifts it
bodily, hurls it off the wall. He helps the doughty Dwarf
to his feet. Both are battered and bl oody.

ANAROTH
Pul I back and regroup!

He hands D Thora to several Dwarves who carry hi m down.

ANAROTH
Fall back! Fall back to the Miin
Square! Archers!

Arrows rain down on the Attackers. Their shields defl ect
nost of them

EXT. JAI' PURNA - BATTLEFI ELD - NI GHT

Dar kchyl de watches froma hilltop, his dark aura BLAZES. He
breat hes the stench of death deeply, HOAS with denonic

| aught er .

EXT. JAI'"PURNA - STREET - N GHT

Monsters swarm over the walls, HOAI NG

Battering rans SMASH the gates down. Wth a ROAR t he Denobns
surge in. The Defenders barely have tinme to brace before

t he hi deous wave CRASHES agai nst them

The streets RING with steel and SCREAMS, flow with bl ood

It’s a deadly sea of swords -- pikes -- spears -- naces --
clubs -- battle axes.
Def enders fall in droves, forced back. Just as all | ooks

| ost, a TRUWMPET sounds -- followed by a BATTLE CRY --

Iselin gallops into battle on Agilmar’s horse, in his arnor,
foll owed by Tchalla and a score of arned Cl VILIANS.

D Thora staggers to his feet. He and the Dwarves surge back
into the fight.

D THORA
Yeee- haaaaa!

The Defenders rally. Iselin leads themin a |last-ditch
attenpt to hold the hideous tide.

Her Elf bl ade cuts through the Monsters nercilessly. The
assault falters.
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GENERAL TCHALLA
Drive them back! Back

Heartened Defenders leap into the fight. Darkchyl de swoops
down on his Hell Beast and smashes Defenders with his spiked
mace as he soars towards I|selin.

The white horse rears, Iselin gallops at Darkchylde -- they
CLASH in an EXPLOSI ON of nystical steel that knocks both
fromtheir saddl es.

Iselin gets to her feet. They circle warily and clash again.
The BATTLE rages around them She’s knocked down, but she
evades Darkchyl de’ s bl ade, and sl ashes his |eg.

DARKCHYLDE
You will beg for death, EIf bitch

He attacks savagely. She fights valiantly, but even her
skill isn’t enough. She's forced back.

Anaroth’s war club SMASHES Dar kchild to one knee. He and
Iselin press the attack. Darkchyl de beats them back.

D Thora joins them and all three battle the Denon Lord.

I NT. TONER OF ETERNITY - WORLD S HEART

Kim enters the dark chanber

Above the central altar well the huge, fractured crystal
sinks into a bl ack, seething nass.

Kim creeps forward, his eyes hard.
KIM
["’mhere . . . I"MHERE! Show ne
what | nust do! Help ne! |
COVWAND YOQU TO HELP ME!

H s VO CE echoes with POAER  Behind him Singh creeps out
of the shadows, his flam ng sword in hand . . .

Juvy enters and sees them She hesitates, terrified of the
Shadowman .

Si ngh FLOAS cl oser to the unsuspecting Banti

Kim raises his arnms, focused upon the crystal. It turns
l'ighter

Singh’s BLADE fl ashes down -- and is deflected by Juvy’s!

Kim huddl es against the Altar as Juvy fights desperately,
barely hol di ng her own.
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Si ngh snmashes her sword away, his hand cl anps around her
throat. He lifts her off her feet. H s other hand begins
to pierce the arnor and fl esh over her heart.

Kim steps forward, arns raised --

KI'M
NO N

A MYSTI C ENERGY BOLT rips through Singh. He SCREAMS in
agony. Juvy falls to the ground, stunned.

Kim's face is twisted in hate.

He BLASTS Singh with the genis power again and again. Singh
falls, his body blistered, snoking.

Juvy | ooks up, aghast. Kim |[|aughs delightedly, surrounded
by a dark AURA

JuvYy
Kim . . . KKm -- no --

He turns to | ook at her, radiating dark, god-Ilike power.

KIM
-- look, Juvy! Look what | can do!

He BLAZES |i ke an exploding star --
EXT. JAI'"PURNA - STREET - N GHT

Dar kchyl de drives his three foes back. He SWELLS nonstrous
above them his nmace poised -- and suddenly SCREAMS in agony!
A shaft of SUNLIGHT pierces the sky, blasts through his body.
The I nvaders are thrown into panic.

Anaroth, D Thora and Iselin | ook skyward. The Darkness is
di spel l ed by shafts of golden sunlight.

| SELI N
They’ ve done it . . . they ve
done it!

Dar kchyl de SCREAMS in rage/ agony. He staggers back as his
armes fall apart under the blistering |ight!

| SELI' N
Now -- finish himn

They rush him

Dar kchyl de withes in agony! He uncovers his bl oodstone,
and SCREAMS a nystic spell --
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An EXPLOSI ON of dark nmagi ¢ BLASTS those nearest to it off
their feet! Darkchylde flickers in its depths a noment --
and hurtles into the skies |ike a DARK COVET!

I NT. TONER OF ETERNITY - WORLD S HEART

Kim’'s drunk with power. A nystic portal before him shows
the enbattled city. He BLASTS the Invaders, his eyes wld.

Fandyr enters and hel ps Juvy to her feet.

JUVY
We have to stop him Kim! Kim,
no!

FANDYR
Kim-- stop -- you don’t know
what you're --

Their genstones BLAZE darkly. They cry out and withe in
pain as the Dark Magic SLAMS into them The power of their
gens joins with Kim’s.

Kim hurls cosm c BLASTS at the Invaders, |aughs w
Singh leaps in and sinks his talons into Kim'’'s sku
Kim’'s eyes roll back, he convul ses.

ldly.
|

I
!
EXT. JAI" PURNA - STREETS - N GHT

The sunlight fizzles -- shorts -- and fades.

D THORA
Uh- oh .

The Denons | ook around uncertainly. The Defenders brace as
the Monsters rush into battle with terrifying ROARS

I NT. TONER OF ETERNITY - WORLD S HEART

Singh lifts Kim’'s trenbling body, drains his soul. Both of
them BLAZE with dark Power. Kim withes in agony.

KI NG HAG LMYRE
NO N

He |inps towards Singh, wounded and battered. Hi s genstone
FLARES as he raises his battle-ax -- but suddenly he SCREAMS
i n agony!

Singh smles as Hagilnyre’s genstone adds its power to
Kim’'s and his. They BLAZE with the Hellish Iight.

The huge crystal darkens . . . sinks into the black mre .
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Si ngh drains their souls.

Dar kchyl de grabs Singh, and they clash in battle. Singh
hangs onto Kim as they struggle mghtily.

They hurl titanic BOLTS of PONER -- the chanber BLAZES with
the nystic duel!

Col ums topple -- chunks are BLASTED out of walls and
ceiling -- they shake the very foundations of the Tenple.

EXT. JAI' PURNA - PALACE - NI GHT

The bodi es of hunans and nonsters litter the streets. The
Denon Arny surges to the steps, where D Thora, Anaroth,
Iselin and the Defenders prepare for their final stand.
Fromall sides, the sea of horror closes .

INT. TONER OF ETERNITY - WORLD S HEART

Si ngh BLASTS Dar kchyl de! The Denon Lord’ s consuned,
SCREAM NG  Singh falls to his knees, his tw sted body snoki ng.

Juvy, Fandyr and Hagilnyre watch in fear as Singh nounts the

Altar, holding Kim wup triunphantly. The little Banti ACES .
grows TRANSLUCENT as Singh sucks himdry.

Singh HOALS with triunph -- then a | ook of consternation

fills his face. He trenbles, SCREAMS -- and DARKCHYLDE

GROANS QUT OF HI 'S PORES, conpletely taking himover.

Dar kchyl de holds Kim in one powerful claw, his dark energy

BLASTS into each of the others. They shudder and SCREAM

unabl e to escape.

Tal on appears in the archway. He |ooks around desperately .

Juvy’s sword lies at Darkchylde s feet.

Fandyr, Kim, Juvy and Hagil nyre SCREAM i n agony under
Dar kchyl de’ s assault . . .

Tal on scoops up the sword --
Dar kchyl de turns --

TALON
Yaaaaagh - -

The sword RAMS t hrough Darkchylde's throat -- SHATTERS t he
bl oodst one. Darkchylde ROARS in pain --

The others drop to the ground, their bodi es snoking and in pain.
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Dar kchyl de SMASHES Tal on away, pulls the sword out. Black
bl ood spurts out, pits Talon’s arnor. SPINES and TENTACLES
erupt from Dar kchl de’s pul si ng body.

Kim |ooks up, dazed, ragged, spent. He staggers towards
the Altar.

Dar kchyl de sees him - -

DARKCHYL DE
STOP -- |

He BLASTS Kim through the air with a SEARI NG bolt of magic.
Kim bounces off of the altar, cries out in pain, tries to rise.

Dar kchyl de stal ks towards him claws and fangs bared, jaws
dri ppi ng poi sonous saliva . . . dark ICHOR drips fromthe
shattered bl oodstone in his throat

Dar kchyl de | oons over the tiny Banti -- a powerful claw
swoops down -- Juvy |l ands on Darkchyl de’s back -- plunges
her dagger deep into his eye! He ROARS, rearing up, swells
in size.

JUVY
Run, Kim-- RUN

Kim craw s away.

Juvy STABS fiercely at Darkchylde. BLACK | CHOR sprays and
splatters over her as the Denon Lord ROARS. Tal on staggers
forward and RAMS the sword through Darkchyl de’ s abdonen.
Kim drags hinmself toward the altar

Dar kchyl de hurls Juvy off, kicks Tal on across the chanber.
Tal on SMASHES into the wall, and slunps to the floor.

Dar kchyl de turns on Kim -- his remaining eye BLAZES. He
takes a step -- the GROUND SHAKES - -

Hagi | nyre sinks his ax into Darkchylde s thigh! Darkchyl de
ROARS in pain -- seizes him--

Fandyr RAMS his staff into Darkchylde’'s heart! Darkchyl de
ROARS in pain as Fandyr’s nagic tears into him

Kim reaches the altar, drags hinself to his knees .

KIM
No . . . nore .

He teeters on the rim--
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-- below the Wrld s Heart is ALMOST COVPLETELY COVERED wi th
seet hi ng, cancerous Darkness.

Dar kchyl de flings Fandyr and Hagil myre aside. He |eaps at

Kim -- CLAWS and TENTACLES flail --
Kim shuts his eyes -- topples onto the infected jewel --
DARKCHYLDE
000000000 RN

Kim’ s tiny body hits the black putrescence -- he SCREAMS in
agony as it greedily absorbs him

Dar kchyl de reaches down into the well. H's CLAWS sink into
Kim --

-- and the Wrld' s Heart BLAZES! Kim'’'s barely visible on
top of it, buffeted by a STORM of uni nagi nabl e power.

DARK ENERGY tears through Darkchylde . . . he SCREAMS as he
and Kim begin to MERGE

The others watch Kim and Darkcyl de FLON AND MELT | NTO EACH
OTHER until it’s inpossible to tell where one ends, and the
ot her begi ns.

Kim’ s disappearing fast.

Dar kchyl de swel |l s and grows huge and powerful .

Kim slowy reaches for Darkchyl de .

DARKCHYLDE
000000000000 NN

KI M
All are One .

He hugs Dar kchyl de. They VAPORI ZE as a colum of WH TE
LI GHT pours out of the Tower, into the skies.

JUVY
KEMITIrrrr --

She starts towards him Talon pulls her back. She watches,
angui shed, as --

EXT. THE TONER OF ETERNITY - N GHT
The white |light BLAZES up into the roiling black skies. As

the two forces neet a THUNDERCLAP shakes the fabric of
exi stence --
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I NT. TONER OF ETERNITY - WORLD S HEART

Tal on, Fandyr, Juvy and Hagilnmyre shield their eyes as
brilliant white |ight surges upward and the world TREMBLES
around them .

EXT. THE TONER OF ETERNI TY - NI GHT

The cancerous Darkness coal esces around the light -- it
flickers --

I NT. TONER OF ETERNITY - WORLD S HEART
Juvy |l ooks up at the altar, tears in her eyes.

JUVY
Ki m

She crawls to the faltering light. Talon starts to grab her
but Fandyr stops him

Juvy drags herself onto the altar -- plunges a hand in -- is
i nstantly CONSUMED by t he darkening shaft of energy.

Tal on wat ches i n angui sh.

I NSI DE t he MAELSTROM Juvy gropes desperately.
Her hand passes through Kim -- alnost conpletely insubstantial.
Weakly, she pulls himto her. Kim opens his eyes, dazed.
Juvy fiercely hugs himtightly -- and DARKCHYLDE S BALEFUL
ESSENCE suddenly SWRLS around them

The Denon Lord slashes and tears at their fragile bodies.
Bot h of then1cry out in pain and despair . . . as they begin
to FRAGVENT .

Talon slips his arns around them \Wsat's left of Juvy | ooks
up, startled. They brace thensel ves agai nst the STORM of
DARK FURY that is Darkchyl de.

Hagi |l nyre joins them. . . and Fandyr. Their GEMS struggle
agai nst the engulfing Darkness . . . grow BRIGHTER . . .

Dar kchyl de’s HOAL of rage TEARS at them They’ re DI SSOLVI NG

EXT. THE TOANER OF ETERNI TY - N GHT

The |ight SHATTERS t he Dar kness, spreads |ike a beacon. 1In
t he dlspelllng Dar kst or m stricken nonsters SHRI EK and
withe .
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EXT. DEADLANDS - N GHT

The LI GHT spreads |ike a healing balm

EXT. JAI' PURNA - PALACE - N GHT

The Denons surge up the steps.

The Defenders fall under the attack --

Great shafts of golden light illumnate the enbattled city.
The Denon Arny HOALS -- many of them BURST into flanes,
others CRUMBLE into dust. A strong WND scatters their
ASHES and CRUMBLI NG BODI ES .

Iselin, D Thora, Anaroth and the others, exhausted, bl oodi ed,
bedraggl ed, | ook up in wonder at the dispelling Darkness.

EXT. JAI" PURNA - NI GHT

A shockwave of |ight blasts through the Denon Arny. They
SHATTER into dust, HOALING in pain. As the last of them
di sintegrates, the Defenders energe fromthe main gate.
They | ook around.

EXT. TONER OF ETERNITY - DAY

Qur heroes drag thenselves into the new day. Fandyr carries
Kim, Juvy |leans on Talon. The surviving Dwarves stagger
out behind them They |ook at the blighted | andscape .

Grass pushes through the cracked soil. Flowers bloom trees
sprout | eaves and healthy bark. Animals enmerge cautiously,
sniffing the air.

They | ook down sadly at Kim’'s still form Suddenly -- he
coughs . . . gasps . . . begins to breathe.

FANDYR

Son of a bitch!

Juvy hugs Kim. They all |ook |ike warned-over Hell

KIM

d- did we .
JUVY

Yes. You did it.
He | ooks up at her, they hug.

Above them birds soar through the clearing skies.
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EXT. JAI" PURNA - DAY

. . . and circle above the City. It’s on the nend. Banners
SNAP in the breeze, a festive feel is in the air.

EXT. JAI’ PURNA - PALACE STEPS - DAY

I selin, dozens of Mnisters, Cenerals, Senators, Statesnen,
El ves and Dwarves, including King Hagilnyre, face the
gat hered popul ation. There’s an excited BUZZ.

The Banti villagers stand in a place of honor near the
dignitaries, Beryl and her children anong them They're
cl eaned up, heal ed, and wearing new cl ot hi ng.

TRUMPETS bl are, and all eyes turn to the far end of the
broad avenue. A group of nounted RI DERS gall ops towards the
pal ace: Juvy, Talon, Kim, Fandyr, D Thora, and Anaroth.

As they pass, Palace Guards and rows of Men, Elves and
Dwar ves sal ute crisply.

Kim rides with Juvy, unconfortable in his new clothes. He
spots his famly, waves excitedly, shows Juvy.

Beryl beans proudly, and gestures for himto sit up straight.
The Banti | augh delightedly, and point proudly at their tiny
her o.

Qur heroes gallop to the pal ace and di smount. They wal k up
the broad steps. Juvy carries Kim in her arns. She sets
hi m down at the top

Iselin regards Juvy a nonent then hugs her tightly. Juvy
steps back, and six G ANZIR formup around her. She gl ances
of f --

-- in tinme to see Talon | ook away.

A Ganzir helnet flies
at him-- startled, he catches it. He | o

oks back at --
-- Juvy who raises an eyebrow.
Tal on pretends to think it over . . . smles.
Iselin presents nedals to all of them Kim proudly shows
his nmedal to Fandyr. Fandyr lifts himonto his shoul ders
and the crowd CHEERS!
Doves are released into the skies. SUPER
"And They Lived Happily Ever After!™

FADE QUT.



