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FADE | N:
I NT. NOAH S LI VI NG ROOM -- NI GHT

NOAH, 30, and his girlfriend, AIMEE, 25, are naking out on
the couch that’s been pulled out into a bed.

They' re lost in each other until Ainee pulls away and says,

Al VEE
| adore you. | sinply adore you.

That pulls the plug on Noah. He | ooks away from her,
di stanci ng hinself from her.

Ai nree senses his withdrawal. She kisses him pushes hi m down
on the mattress. Soon she is lying on top of him

She ki sses his face, his neck, his chest, stirring Noah's
flames into a raging fire.

He rolls her onto her side, begins to unbutton her bl ouse.
She stops him

NOAH
When are you going to let nme see
your breasts? W’ ve been together a
coupl e of weeks now and |’ ve never
seen you totally naked.

Al MEE
Never, so quit asking.
NOAH
But why?
Al MEE

|’ve told you: too many scars.

NOAH
Physi cal or enotional ?

Al VEE
Shut up and go to sl eep.

Ai nee puts her head on his shoulder and falls asleep but
Noah |ies awake, renenbering ...

I NT. H GH SCHOOL CAFETERI A -- LUNCHTI ME -- DAY



15-year-old Noah is near the end of the food line, his tray
full of food. He grabs a carton of mlk, then turns and
searches for a place to sit. He wal ks anbng the tables, sees
an enpty spot, sits.

When he | ooks up, sees the nost beautiful girl (G NNY). He's
mesneri zed.

NOAH
Hi . Soneday you' re going to be ny
wife.
G nny | ooks at himlike he has two heads.

G NNY
Don't be silly! I don’t even know
you!
G nny gets up and noves to anot her table.
NOAH
(shout s)
But you will!

The ki ds around Noah | augh and sni cker.

| NT. SCHOOL CAFETERI A -- TWO WEEKS LATER -- DAY
Noah and G nny sit close together, eating their lunch. It’s
obvious they’'re in love. Sonme girls wal k by and wat ch
them wth envy.
A group of boys wal k by.
BOY #1
(leers)
Look, there’s G nny Anderson and
her "husband!"
BOY #2
(serious)
Nah, they’ re just going steady.

The ot her boys snigger and | augh.

MONTAGE:
1. Noah and G nny study together
2. Noah and G nny sl ow dance instead of study

3. Noah and G nny graduate



4. Noah and G nny get narried
END MONTAGE

I NT. NOAH S OFFI CE -- 7 YEARS LATER -- DAY

Noah’s working at his desk. H's phone rings. He picks up the
receiver.

| NTERCUT
NOAH
Hel | 0?
G NNY
Guess what ?
NOAH
You ran off with the plunber!
G NNY
No, silly! | have a neat surprise

for you when you get hone, so cone
strai ght hone, okay?

NOAH
(groans)
You nean | have to forgo drinks
wWith the guys?

G NNY
No j oking allowed. This night wll
be special. Bring ne sone flowers.
See you later.

NOAH
Wait! Can’t you tell me now?

G NNY
It wouldn’t be a surprise if | told
you now. Anyway, it’ll give you

sonet hing to think about besides
i nsurance rates all day.

I NT. NOAH S LI VI NG ROOM -- PRESENT DAY -- MORN NG

Noah is deep in nenory node, eyes closed but not asleep.
He’s not totally awake either.

Al VEE
Noah?



NOAH
What ?
Al MEE
Are you asl eep?
NOAH
Alnost. 1’1 wake up fully if you

show your naked self to ne.
O herwi se, |eave ne be.

Noah cl oses his eyes.

Al MEE
| | ove you, Noah. | just wanted you
to know.

Noah’ s eyes snap open.

NOAH
Wiy did you say that?

Ai nee struggles for conposure. She didn’t expect that Kkind
of response.

Al MEE
| don’t know. | just had an
overwhel mng urge to say it.

NOAH
Damm!

He gets up, puts his pants on.

Al MEE
Wl |, excuuuuse ne!

Ai nee grabs her sweat pants, yanks them on, puts on her
bl ouse, sans bra, her back to Noah.

Al MEE ( CONT’ D)
| didn’t nmean to say sonething so
of f ensi ve!

They gl are at each other. Noah | ooks away first.

NOAH
|"msorry. It wasn’t offensive,
it’s just that | don’t think I'm
ready for that yet.



Al VEE
Are you seeing soneone else?

NCAH
No.

Al nee studi es Noah, reaches a concl usi on.

Al MEE
You're carrying a torch for soneone
el se then.

NOAH
No.

Al MEE

| don’t believe you.
She lights a cigarette, then warns,

Al MEE ( CONT’ D)
Don’t you say anything. | only
snmoke when |’ mupset. Look, |
didn't want to fall in love wth
you. If I had to do it over again,
| wouldn’t. When | saw you ny first
day at work, sonething strange cane
over Ime.

NOAH
If it’s any consol ati on, sonething
about you grabbed ne, too. And not
in the crotch, either

They go into the kitchen.

| NT. KITCHEN -- CONTI NUQUS -- DAY

Noah puts water on to boil, spoons instant coffee into two
cups.

Ainee sits at the table and watches Noah stir the coffee.

Al MEE
| think we should get this
strai ght ened out.

Noah pours hot water into the two cups, gives one to A nee,
then sits across from her.



NOAH
| suppose so. What if we don't |ike
what we hear?

Al VEE
W’'re adults; we’'ll get over it.

They' re both silent, wondering where to begin.

NOAH
1’11 go first. | was happily
married to ny high school
sweetheart. G nny was nmy light in
t he darkness, the well that filled
my life. It’s sounds corny but
that’s how it was.

He takes a sip of coffee.

NOAH ( CONT’ D)
Four years ago we deci ded to have a
famly. Everything was fine until
she went into |abor. She called ne
at work, weak and scared, and told
me to conme hone right away. There
was a weck on the freeway ... it
was an hour before | got hone. |
found Gnny lying in a pool of
bl ood. The baby’'s head was the only
thing that had come out. | could
tell that it was dead. | called an
anbul ance. G nny was unconsci ous
and barely breathing. The
paranmedi cs had to pry her away from
ne.

Ai nree reaches across the table, puts her hand over Noah’s.

Al MEE
|”mso sorry. | had no idea.

NOAH
Just as the anbul ance pulled into
the hospital, G nny opened her eyes
and said, "I |love you, Noah ... |
just wanted you to know." Then she
cl osed her eyes for the last tine.

Noah’s eyes fill with unshed tears.
Ai nee gets up and goes to him She pulls his head into her

stomach and rocks himback and forth. Her tears drip into
his hair.



Noah’s damm breaks. H's body racks with stored-up pain. He
clings to Ainee in his need.

Al VEE
What a burden you’ ve carri ed.

He pulls away, |ooks up at her. She brushes the hair from
hi s eyes.

Al MEE ( CONT' D)
But now that you' ve let it out, you
can heal

NOAH
| was a nmad nan, Ainee. | wouldn't
| et themtake G nny from ne.
don’t know what happened to the
baby. I didn’t knowif it was a boy
or agirl. | found out later it was
agirl.

He wi pes his eyes with his hands.

NOAH ( CONT' D)
A doctor canme and sedated nme, then
they took G nny away. The doctor
was very excited about sonething
but I was too dead inside to care.
He said sonething about a heart
patient needing a heart. He wanted
me to sign sone forns to see if
G nny was a possi ble match--

Ai nee suddenly lets go of Noah, junps back.

Al MEE

When? When did this happen?
NOAH

Four years ago. April 17th. Wy?
Al MEE

Well, that certainly explains

everyt hing, then.

NOAH
(per pl exed)
Expl ai ns what? What are you tal king
about ?

Al VEE
| was the heart patient! | was in
that hospital waiting for a new
heart on April 17th!



NOAH
(shocked)
What ? You nean ...?

He junps out of his chair as though it was on fire.

NOAH ( CONT’ D)
You nmean YOU have G nny’'s heart?

Ai nree opens her shirt and Noah finally sees the scars she
had kept hidden, the scars that are so beautiful to Noah.

FADE OUT



