Ms. Dependabl e
By
Cal vin J wal ker



I NT - MYA'S OFFI CE- DAY

M STI DRUMVOND, female md to |ate 20s, enters the office
with flowers. MYA TURNBO i s an African Anerican fenale,
early to md 30s, caranel conplexion with a bob or a short
cut. Mya sits behind her desk. Plaques adorn the wall. Msti
sits the flowers on Mya' s desk.

Mya opens the card on the flowers. The card reads "To: You
From Nick."

MYA ( CONT)
That man doesn’t understand "no."

M STI
Try telling himyes.

Mya pushes the fl owers back.

MYA
Did Evan ever send over the
itinerary for next week?

M STI
| just forwarded it over.

Mya | ooks down at her phone. She | ooks back up to the
fl owers.

MYA
They are pretty.

M STI
Have you found a date for Alyssa's
weddi ng?

MYA
l’min the weddi ng.

Mya cl oses her |aptop and packs it up.

M STI
You can still bring a date. Mya, do
it for ne.
Mya stands up.
MYA

| s everything set for tonight? I
don’t want any surprises - no
strippers.

( CONTI NUED)
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M STI
No strippers

MYA
No dancers

M sti pouts

M STI
Fi ne.

| NT - BEAUTY SHOP - DAY

RECEPTI ONI ST sits at the desk. Mya enters and greets
everyone in the shop. ALYSSA TURNBO, African Anerican
female, late 20s, has a CUSTOMER in her chair.

Mya eyes Al yssa.

CUSTOVER
He had the nerve to say, "you're
not getting no younger." | told
him "well, you' re not getting no

richer.”
Al yssa notions for five nore m nutes.

CUSTOVER ( CONT)
My Richard and I woul d have been
married for forty years this
Novenber. That man coul d nake ne
| augh |i ke nobody el se - just
silly.

Alyssa turns the customer to the mrror to check out her
reflection. Custoner |ooks at her reflection with approval.

CUSTOMER ( CONT)
Perfect as al ways.

Custoner reaches for her purse and pulls out cash.

CUSTOMER ( CONT)
| gave you a little extra. Go down
to one of those |lingerie shops and
get hi m sonet hi ng speci al .

ALYSSA
Thank you, Ms. Gene.

Custoner stands up and speaks to the rest of the patrons in
the shop as she | eaves.

( CONTI NUED)
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ALYSSA ( CONT)
Wiy do you al ways have to be so

punct ual ?
MYA
Wiy do you al ways have to be | ate?
ALYSSA
Thi s weekend, | can be whatever |
want. |’mthe bride.

Mya smrks

ALYSSA ( CONT)
My purse is in the back. Let ne get
it. Then, we'll be set.

Alyssa wal ks back to the closed off section of the shop.

Mya stands in the mddle of the shop checking her phone.
After a m nute passes, Mya becones visibly frustrated and
wal ks to the back.

Alyssa is laying on the floor in her doorway. Wien Mya spots
her, she runs to her. She begins to screamfor help.

| NT - HOSPI TAL - FAM LY/ WAI TI NG ROOM

Mya, CHANCE TURNBO, CHARI TY TURNBO, EDW N HASKI N AND YVETTE
TURNBO are situated in the famly room Dr. N COLI JAMES
stands before themto brief themon Alyssa' s situation.

NI COLI
W’ ve gotten Alyssa stable.

Yvette breathes a sigh of relief.

NI COLI ( CONT)
Alyssa’s kidneys are in very bad

shape.

CHANCE
How bad?

NI COLI
From what we can tell, she’'s in the
| atter stages of chronic renal
failure.

Charity noves to Yvette to confort her. Edwi n stands up

( CONTI NUED)
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EDW N
Chonic? Wait. Are you saying -

Ni coli raises his hand to stop Edw n.

NI COLI
Alyssa needs a transplant. W' ve
already put her on a list for a
donor. However, she is sitting at
spot 93,001. | knowthis is a |ot
to take in right now. But, if one
of you are willing to be a donor,
this could nake it a | ot easier.

EDW N
"1l do it.

Nicoli smles at Edw n.

NI COLI
Do you know your bl ood type?

Edwi n shakes hi s head.
NI COLI

Chance, can you take himto the
| ab? Anyone el se?

YVETTE
Wre all wlling.
NI COLI
Well, take themall. I’'Il put in

t he order.
Ni coli wal ks out of the room Ma wal ks out after him
I NT - HOSPI TAL - HALLWAY - DAY
Ni coli wal ks down the hall way.

MYA
Hey

Ni coli turns around and sees Mya. He stops as she
appr oaches.

MYA ( CONT)
|’ ve had nmen do lots of things for
my attention but this is a first.

Ni coli |aughs.

( CONTI NUED)
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NI COLI
You didn’t seemto |ike the
flowers. So, | had to raise the
bar .

Mya | aughs.

NI COLI ( CONT)
Chance is like the brother | never
had. | wanted to nake sure
everyt hing that could be done was
done.

Mya gives a warmsmle

MYA
So, what aren’t you sayi ng?

Nicoli starts to speak. Mya stops himw th a | ook

NI COLI
Al yssa has a rare blood type. Your
nmom won’t be a match. | doubt Edwi n

will be either. So, her siblings is
t he best chance she has.

(Beat)
It’s going to be okay.

Ni coli reaches for Mya’s hand. He gives it a squeeze. He
gives a reassuring smle before continuing his walk down the
hal | way.

I NT - HOSPI TAL - ALYSSA' S ROOM - EVEN NG

Alyssa is asleep in a hospital bed. Mya sits in the
visitor’s chair working on her |aptop. Alyssa eyes open just
enough to tell the she is waking up.

ALYSSA
Did you cancel the venue?

MYA
The venue, the caterer, the
florist, the photographer,
ever ybody.

ALYSSA
What about the guests?

MYA
Them too. |’ msure your roomw ||
be filled with flowers in the next
coupl e of hours.

( CONTI NUED)
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Al yssa notions for Mya to hel p her.

ALYSSA
Sit nme up

Mya rai ses the back of the bed for Alyssa.

MYA
How are you?

ALYSSA
|’ m great.

Al yssa chuckl es.

ALYSSA ( CONT)

Gandma told ne all those sodas
woul d catch up to ne one day.

(Beat)
First, when they told ne what was
wrong, | thought they said anal
failure. | started crying; all
t hose squats for nothing.

Mya | aughs.

ALYSSA ( CONT)
How s Ed?

MYA
That man | oves you.

Al yssa snil es.

MYA ( CONT)
| sent himto the cafeteri a.

ALYSSA
Good. | don’'t want himsitting up
here staring at ne all day.

MYA
Did you know about any of this?

ALYSSA
| hadn’t been feeling well but it
wasn’t anything | couldn’t handle.
| woul d’ve told you - prom se.
(Beat)
Mya, |’ m scar ed.

( CONTI NUED)
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MYA
That's a first.

Al yssa gives a weak | augh.

MYA ( CONT)
You can’t die. You know that,
right? There’s no way that you can
| eave me alone with Charity.

Mya’ s phone rings.

MYA
Hel | o
(Beat)
kay.

I NT - NI COLI’S OFFI CE- DAY

Ni coli sits behind his desk smling. Charity wangles her
two children. Edwi n paces. Yvette sits in one of the
visitor’s chairs. Chance and Mya | ean on the wall.

YVETTE
W’ ve got good news.

NI COLI
Two nmat ches

YVETTE
Prai se the Lord

Edwi n begins to cry.

NI COLI
Charity and Mya

EDW N
So, what’'s next?

NI COLI
First, we've got to figure out our
donor. Then, there’ s sone
additional testing that we have to
do to conclude if we can go forward
with the procedure.

EDW N
How | ong does that take?

NI COLI
On average, one to six nonths.
W’ re going to try to get it done
as qui ckly as possi bl e.

( CONTI NUED)
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CHARI TY
So, are we going to flip a coin or
somet hi ng?

NI COLI
How about we let the two of you
tal k?

Ni coli stands up. Yvette, Chance and Edwin file out the
room

CHARI TY
G with Mem.

Charity’s children run after Yvette. Nicoli exits and cl oses
t he door.

CHARI TY
You want to do it, don’t you? Save
the day |ike you al ways do.

MYA
Actually, I think you need to do
t his.

CHARI TY
Need to?

MYA

It would be good. Everybody in this
fam |y has given up sonething for
Charity. Now, it’s tinme that you
return the favor.

CHARI TY
| ain’t never asked none of y’ al
for nothing.

Mya si ghs.

CHARI TY ( CONT)
Wiy don’t you do it? You ain’'t got
nothing to lose - no kids, no man.

MYA
Kids and men aren’t the only things
inlife.
Charity stands up.
CHARI TY

The answer is "no."

Charity wal ks out of the office.

( CONTI NUED)
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CHARITY (Q S)
Conme on

Ni coli, Chance, and Edwi n | ook back in the roomas Charity
storns out.

EXT - HOSPI TAL - DAY

Edwi n and Mya sit outside the hospital entrance.

EDW N
Charity can’t do it, okay. You can.
MYA
She’ |l do it. She just needs sone
tinme.
EDW N

You' re a match though.

MYA
Listen, | know Charity-

Ni coli wal ks out of the doors and wal ks towards the pair.

EDW N
W' re not tal king about her. W’re
tal ki ng about you. You can do it,
right?

MYA
| can’t. It’s conplicated.

EDW N
Your sister is dying. Wuat’s
conpl i cat ed?

MYA
G ve Charity a day or so
EDW N
And | thought ny famly was screwed

up

Edwi n pushes past Mya. Nicoli stares at Mya. They share a
noment. Mya goes to her car.
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I NT - MYA'S HOUSE - BEDROOM - NI GHT

Mya sits cross | egged on her bad in her pajanmas. Her |aptop
is in front of her. She types feverishly. She picks up her
phone and di als a nunber. They speak for a mnute. She hangs
up di sappoi nted. She goes back to typing.

Her al arm goes off on her phone. She goes to the bathroom
and stands in front of the medicine cabinet. She opens it.

I NT - HOSPI TAL - ALYSSA' S ROOM - DAY

Edwi n sits by Alyssa’'s bed. Alyssa is sitting up. The TV is
on.

ALYSSA
You need to cal mdown. If she says
it’s conplicated, it’s conplicated.

EDW N
Way are you giving her a pass?
ALYSSA
| mnot giving her anything. | know
my sister. She's right. Charity
wi |l cone around.
EDW N
And if she doesn’'t?
ALYSSA
We' Il cross the bridge when we get
t here.
EDW N

W’'re there, Lysa. Wiy does it feel
like I"’'mthe only one worried about
| osi ng you?

Al yssa notions for Edw n to cone close. He leans in towards
her and they share a ki ss.

ALYSSA
| was thinking. I don't want to
wait. We should get married next
Sat urday just |ike we planned.

EDW N
VWher e?

ALYSSA
| don’t care. We can do it right
here if we have to. As long as
we' re together.

( CONTI NUED)
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Mya wal ks into the room Edw n | ooks back and scow s.

MYA
May | cone in?

Al yssa | ooks at Edw n.

EDW N
Yeah

MYA
|’ ve been | ooking online. There are
a couple of websites for |iving

donors. | connected with a | ady out
of Austin. It seens promsing. |I'm
wai ting on a call back.

ALYSSA
l"’msure it’ll be fine. 1’ ve got

anot her project for you though. Ed
and | have decided to nove forward
wi th our weddi ng date.

Mya questions Alyssa with her eyes.

ALYSSA ( CONT)
So, | need you to call the florist
and the caterer. It’s just going to
be famly but I want every flower
that | ordered.

Charity walks in the room

CHARI TY
"1l doit.

Alyssa, Edwin and Mya turn to | ook at her. Alyssa smles.

CHARI TY
(Looks at Mya)
And don’t think that I'’mdoing this
because of you.

Edwi n goes to her and hugs her.
| NT - MYA'S HOUSE - FOYER - EVEN NG

Mya wal ks to the front door. She opens it to find Chance on
t he porch.

CHANCE
You called it.
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Mya turns around wi thout respondi ng. She wal ks towards the
ki tchen. Chance pulls the door closed as he enters the
house.

I NT - MYA' S HOUSE - KI TCHEN

Mya | ooks in her refrigerator.

Chance sits at the bar.

MYA
[ Do] You want sonmething to drink?

CHANCE
Lenonade

Mya nakes two drinks. She sits one in front of Chance.

CHANCE ( CONT)
How were you so sure she’d cone
around?

MYA

Because | practically raised her
and under all of that attitude is a
scared little girl who just wants
to be | oved.

CHANCE

Can | ask you sonet hi ng?
MYA

No
CHANCE

You don’t even know what | was
going to ask

MYA
| practically raised you too. |
have ny reasons, Chance.

CHANCE
VWhat ki nd of reasons?

MYA
Personal reasons.

CHANCE

What happens if sonethi ng happens
during testing?

( CONTI NUED)
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MYA
| found a living donor in Austin.
|"ve already talked to Nic. Both of
themw Il undergo testing. If
sonet hi ng happens with Charity, we
have a backup. See, handl ed.

CHANCE
| need to use the restroom

Chance stands up. He heads to bat hroom

MYA
Use the one in ny bedroom | need
to get a plumer out here to fix
the other toilet.

| NT - MYA' S HOUSE - MYA' S BATHROQOM
Chance washes hi s hands.

CHANCE
Sis, you got any asprin in here?

Chance opens up the nedicine cabinet behind the mrror.
Numer ous prescription bottles fill the cabinet. Chance
renoves one and reads the | abel.

I NT - MYA'S HOUSE - KI TCHEN

Mya is in the kitchen washi ng veget abl es.

Chance wal ks into the room

MYA
Are you staying for dinner?

Chance shakes the pill bottle. Mya turns around. She
advances towards a teary eyed Chance.

MYA ( CONT)
G ve ne those.

Chance keeps the bottle out of her reach. They struggle.

MYA ( CONT)
Gve themto ne!

Mya wal ks away and hits a wall.

CHANCE
| guess this is your reason.

( CONTI NUED)
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MYA
Don't judge nme. Don’t you sit there
and judge nme like you' re better.
Li ke-li ke you' re sone sort of

sai nt .

CHANCE
MWa

MYA
Get out.

CHANCE
Mya

MYA
Get out!

Chance wal ks towards her and tries to enbrace her. MWa
refuses it.

| NT - HOSPI TAL - ALYSSA' S ROOM - MORNI NG
Mya wal ks into the room

ALYSSA
| was waiting for you to cone by.

Mya wal ks to Alyssa and ki sses her forehead.

ALYSSA ( CONT)
| haven’t had coffee in five days.
This has got to be illegal.
( BEAT)
Chance cane by before his shift.

MYA
Fi gures

ALYSSA
|’ mglad he found them

Mya cuts her eyes at Alyssa.

ALYSSA ( CONT)
| am

MYA
|’ m sure he already told Mama.

Al yssa shakes her head.

( CONTI NUED)
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ALYSSA
He just told ne because he don’'t
want me mad at you

MYA
That’ s nmy Chance.
ALYSSA
You need to tell them
MYA
Who?
ALYSSA
Al of them It’s tine.
( BEAT)
| f you don’t want to tell them |
can.
MYA
| got it.

I NT - HOSPI TAL - FAM LY ROOM

Yvette, Charity, Edwin and N colai sit on the couch. Chance
sits on the armof the couch closest to the place Mya is
st andi ng.

MYA
| know there’s been sone questions
about why I -

Mya takes a deep breath and swal | ows hard.

MYA ( CONT)
| have H V.

YVETTE
What ?

MYA

And it’s killing nme to see ny
sister laid up in sone hospita

bed asking God for a miracle when
it was al ways supposed to be ne. |
was supposed to be the mracle.

He’'d already worked it out. And now
- well, there. You wanted to know.
That’ s why.

Mya | eaves the room Yvette and Charity are i mobilized by
the news. Chance foll ows Ma.

( CONTI NUED)
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Mya is stopped in the hallway. Chance puts his hand on her
shoul der.

MYA
Just | eave ne al one, okay?

Chance lingers for a noment then wal ks away. A nonent |ater
anot her hand rests on Mya's shoul der.

MYA
| said | eave nme al one.

Mya spins around to see N colai. Mya drops her head.

MYA ( CONT)
What do you think of nme now?

Nicoli lifts her chin.

NI COLI
| m not scared of you.

Ni coli kisses Ma.

MYA
My sister’s getting married on
Saturday. | need a date.

I NT - HOSPI TAL - ALYSSA' S ROOM

Edwi n is dressed in a tuxedo. Alyssa is in her gown in the
bed. The famly is dressed in their Sunday’s best. A

m ni ster stands before Edwin and Al yssa. N coli stands

besi de Mya. The room goes up into glorious applause as Edw n
ki sses his bride.



