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REASONS
FADES I N

(| NT. CAFETER! A)

Luca 23, attractive exotic-looking woman and Cassi us 24,
Sem - nuscul ar dar k- handsonme guy sit at a booth in the
Hospital cafeteria

LUCA
Way do you think | made it?

CASSI US
| don’t know, maybe God has a extra
plan for you and it isn’t your tine
yet. You know?

LUCA
| kinda wanted it to be over this
time. | just don’t know what |’ m
supposed to be doing, like what's
my purpose?

CASSI US
Don’t say that! 1 think..

Luca interrupts with her hands in the air as if she’s naking
a public speech anong hundr eds.

LUCA
Everyone is here for a reason,
everyone is doing stuff, some good
sone bad. But there doing stuff.
| " mjust here waiting.

CASSI US
Luca, you' re beautiful and you can
do what your heart desires, just
don’t give up on yourself. Life is
hard, and it is for a reason.

LUCA
What reason, you telling ne life is
hard on purpose? That's bullshit.

Luca frowns, | ooks at Cassius and proceeds to put jelly on

her bagel .

CASSI US
Luca, sonetines life is as hard as
you nmake it. Besides, a lot of the
har dshi ps people go threw are sel f-

( MORE)
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CONTI NUED: 2.

CASSI US (cont’ d)
inflicted, you know? You need to
cone back to church and pray nore
often and ask for strength, Luca.
He' Il hel p you.

Luca abruptly gets up to fill her coffee nug and al nost
falls fromthe sudden novenent. She grabs her hair and puts
it in a ponytail.Looks at Cassius without words for a
second, but seens to be a m nute. Takes anot her bite of her
bagel . And with a nouthful of food tells Cassi us.

LUCA
You think that’s my problenf? | pray
alittle and then "poof" all ny
probl ens are gone? No nore shooting
up, no nore fucking no nore
not hi ng? No nore being ne, | change
all the sudden? You believe that
Cass? You bel i eve peopl e change who
t hey are overni ght?

Cassius breaths in and | ooks to the ceiling. He arches his
arns back, fists balled to pop his back. He closes his eyes
tight and exhales. Then with his palmto his chin pops his
neck from side to side.

CASSI US
Luca, It doesn’t happen..

Luca interrupts with frustration oozing fromher tongue. Her
body | anguage is one of a boxer sizing up her conpetition.

Her eyes pierce his face and if |ooks could kill. He' d be
dead.
LUCA
Cass, why are you here, why do you
even care? | amwhat | am |I'ma
whore. I"ma junkie; | deserve

not hi ng good to conme ny way. |
don’t deserve a happy ending. |
fuck for noney so | can get high
Cass, that’'s what | do.

Cassius grabs Luca’'s left hand with both of his and | eans
over staring directly in her eyes w thout blinking.

CASSI US
Luca, you can stop whenever your
ready. You can re-wite the story.
You have the pen. But I'mtelling
you. Let the Lord help you. He
under st ands you nore than you

( MORE)
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CONTI NUED: 3.

CASSI US (cont’ d)
understand yourself. He'll answer
if your sincere and truthful in
your efforts. G ve hima chance.

Luca stares out the wi ndow A tear rolls down her face al ong
with the mascara fromlast night’'s events.

Luca | ooks at Cassius and shakes her head. Wpes the tear
and mascara with her right hand. Then takes a sip from her
cof fee. Cassius continues to hold her left hand, brings it
close to his face then kisses it. She smiles, then gl ances
out the w ndow agai n.

CASSI US
What tinme did they say they were
gonna di scharge you? Can you go
now?

LUCA
No, she said ny blood pressure was
kinda | ow and | needed two nore
tests done before I can go.

CASSI US
Oh. Is it cool if I stay or what?

LUCA
You don’t have to, you have your
sister’s thing tonight and they’'re
expecting you.

CASSI US
Well it’s early, maybe if you get
out soon, later today you can cone
wth nme, you know?

Luca in a sarcastic tone |aughs as if Cassius told a Martin
Lawr ence joke fromthe Def Conedy days.

LUCA
Cass, | fucking overdosed | ast
ni ght. And everybody knows.

CASSI US
Nobody knows, besides what are you
gonna do hide out now? Naw, Luca if
your able |I want you there.

Luca puts her head down towards the table, a strand of her

hair falls into her coffee. She begins to cry silently.
Cassius | ooks on, at a | oss for words.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

CASSI US
Luca. ..

Cassi us grabs a napkin and gently grabs the hair in the
coffee and dabs it with a napkin. Luca lifts her head,
sniffles and wi pes her nose. And takes a bite of her bagel.
Cassius stares into her eyes, but Luca won't make eye

cont act .

LUCA
Cass, | have to go back. Thank you
for everything. Conforting ny
not her on the phone, | really
appreciate it.

Cassi us sml es.

CASSI US
It’s cool, | nmean you woul d’ ve
| ooked out for ne so, you know.
It’s cool. Hey, you get sone rest.
K. You can stay at ny house if you
want .

LUCA
Thanks Cass, But ny Ma is flipping
out and already said | should cone
back hone. | don’'t know yet. 1’11
gi ve everything sonme thought and
see then.

CASSI US
Il come back in a couple of
hours. If they |let you out before
then, you'll call ne right? Right?

Luca starts to scoot out of the booth.

LUCA
Cass, |1l call. Shit. | gotta go.

CASSI US
OK, Luca get sone rest.

LUCA
Bye Cass.

Cassius would stay in that sane spot for four hours drinking
cof fee and wat ching the CNN highlights of current news
reports.He lied to his sister, and said he had to work | ate.
He made a promise to see themlater. But his sister heard
about the latest with Luca and figured that’s where he was.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

NARRATOR
It was an ongoi ng pattern. Wen
Luca fell Cass was there to pick
her up. He knew and she did as
well. You see, Cass has been in
| ove with Luca since the 2nd grade.
From the day he met her outside
playing after his first day of
school. She was the first friend he
made after noving from Washi ngt on.
She stayed across the street. He
al ways fantasi zed of being her
everything.But in return, he got
friendshi p al one.

He’'s lost teeth fighting boys that
did her wong, dunped girlfriends
due to her disapproval.He kept

hi nsel f avail able for that day she
wanted to take his offer up. Things
got sketchy when she noved away for
school four states away. But
Cassius didn’t m nd. She suggested
he do the sane and he did. There

t hrough the pain and agony of

wat chi ng her date other guys and
scrappi ng her off the floor as she
partied Ii ke 1999 everyday.

Soon to drop out and wait tables,
to becom ng a roadi e and doi ng
drugs on the regul ar. Cassius
didn’t budge. H's phone woul d rang
at the ass crack of norning sone
nights as he’d have to go rescue
Luca fromdifferent places. He
didn’'t care, It was Luca and He
stuck to the prom se he nade when
they were thirteen.He said, he'd
never | eave her and one day she
woul d be his w fe.She | aughed t hen,
he didn’t. He neant everything he
said that evening and can recite
that very conversation verbatim He
| oved her. She | oved how she coul d
al ways depend on him no matter
what .



FLOAT LI KE A BUTTERFLY
FADES | N.
(I NT. CAFETER! A)

Cassius lies head down on the table in the cafeteria four
hours later. Same CNN news reports on television. H’'s awaken
by a young kid staring himin the face eating a hot dog.

(the nmother of the child calls himand he wal ks away
qui ckl y)

He checks the tinme on his phone. Turns towards the w ndow
and witnesses the weather. The rain is com ng down pretty
har d.

He proceeds to head upstairs to check on Luca.

Cassius heads to the room where Luca was, only to see
another resident in the room Cassius |ooks confused, and
makes his way to the nurses desk.

CASSI US
Hello, I'm Cassius. Luca's friend.

VERONI CA( NURSE)
| saw you earlier. How can

ah
you?

e

Y
CASSI US

Was Luca di scharged?

VERONI CA( NURSE)
Yes sir, she was di scharged twenty
m nutes after she returned from her
| unch.

CASSI US
Real | y! ?

VERONI CA( NURSE)
Yes sir, she’s been gone for a
whi | e now.

CASSI US
Did she say anything about ne or
| eave a nessage, anythi ng?

VERONI CA( NURSE)
| don’t think so... I'msorry.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

Confused, worried and anxi ous Cassius turns around and_heads
to the elevator. Makes a call to her cell, only to receive
voi ce mail .

Cassius heads to the parking lot, pays the neter and | eaves
the hospital. Driving seven mles under the speed limt,

t hi nki ng of where Luca could be. He heads honme. As the rain
pours and the thunderstorns continue, He speeds up. Then he
turns around and heads to her friend Ally’ s house.

At a red light Cassius |ooks through his phone to find
Ally’s nunber.He finds it.

He makes the call.The phone rang three tines.

ALLY
Hel | o.

CASSI US
Ally.. Ally,l can barely hear you.
Ally.

ALLY
Hell o, Cass is this you? Hey,
what’ s goi ng on?

CASSI US
Hey Ally, hey have you heard from
Luca? Have you heard from her
t oday?

Cassi us goes through the red light, then hangs a left on a
back street.

ALLY
Yeah, she called nme around 2:10 or
so, yeah. She asked could | pick
her up and | did.

CASSI US
Was she OK when you got her, | nean
she wasn’t... you know ?

ALLY

She seened cool .
Cassius’ tone changes as he’'s losing patience with Ally.
CASSI US
Ally, shit... Was she high A ly?

| mworried about her. Was she
hi gh?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

ALLY
She seened a little spacey, yeah

Cassi us hangs up the phone,as he sits in his car in park.

CASSI US
Fuck!

Cassius enters the highway and heads back hone. Hoping to
hear from Luca.

I TS JUST A JOB!
(2 1/2 weeks later.)

Still no sign of Luca. Cassius would call Ally and try to
get updates on how Luca was, but didn't get any answers.

NARRATOR
Cassi us hoped for the best, but
braced for the worst. Al so, swore
to hinself, if he had the chance
he’d throwit on the line and do
what he needed to do to protect
Luca.lf she’'d consed.

Meanwhi | e, since day one of Luca's
di scharge things renmai ned the sane.
The druggi ng and doi ng what ever it
took to get high continued.
Sleeping with different nen
everyday, sonetinmes nunerous times
a day. Depending on the |ocation.

2 1/2 weeks of the sanme pattern. She
runs into Ally, because they'd
score fromthe same guy sonetines.
Al'ly, gives her the run down on how
Cassi us has been worried. Luca
swears to make a call to Cassius.
And does so that evening.

(EXT. H GHVAY)

Cassi us headi ng hone fromwork on the highway. Has his nusic
up pretty loud. And doesn’t hear his phone ring.

Luca | eaves a voice nuil
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CONTI NUED: 9.

LUCA

Cass! Cass! Pick up, this is Luca.
| talked to Ally and she told ne
you’ ve been calling her everyday
aski ng about nme and | call you and
you don’t pick up, punk! Anyway,
"1l be at Ally’s tonight. You
shoul d stop by. Answer your phone!

dick!

Luca hangs up the phone. She’'s extrenely high, dirty and
needi ng a shower. Ally is having another one of her 1st of
the nonth parties. Wiere there’s a |lot of drugs and nore
drugs. And Luca is all in.

Cassius makes it to his house and hears a beep signal,
indicating a voice mail.He grabs his coat fromthe back of
his car and unl ocks the door. And wal ks in. Sets his coat on
t he couch and presses the button to check the voice mil.

(I NT. CASSI US' HOUSE)
Cassius instantly calls the nunber back.

Only to get Ally’s voice nmail. He'd call back, two nore
tinmes before his call was answered.

ALLY
Hell 0. Cass is this you again?

CASS| US
Yeah, this is ne. Is...

He’'s interrupted by a famliar voi ce.

Luca woul d grab the phone handed to her by Ally. Her voice
was slurred due to the intoxicating effects of shooting up
al | day.

LUCA
Cass!

CASSI US
Luca! Luca are you OK? Are you OK?
|’mcomng to get you, don’t you
nove. Pl ease don’'t nove from
t here. Luca!!!

Cassi us screaned over the phone, due to the excess noise in
t he background.

Luca woul d sound |i ke she was half dead. And to Cassius, he
felt as if he didn’t take action soon. She m ght be.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 10.

LUCA
Cass! Cass! I'mfine. I'm
just....l'"mjust tired. XK

CASSI US
|’mon the way Luca. Please don’t

| eave.
The phone woul d drop and make a big thud sound as it hit the
ground. The background was so |oud. Cassius would yell for
Luca, to no avail

Cassi us was nervous. He quickly put his shoes on and grabbed
his keys. Make his way to the car to head over to Ally’s.

Knowing it was across town to Ally’'s, he figured he d cal
again. To be on the safe side. No answer.

( EXT. H GHVAY)

On the highway now, he’'d call again. The sane result ensued.

BOAS & ARROWS
(EXT. ALLY’ S HOUSE)

Cassius would nmake it to the house, To be approached by
Ally. Fully intoxicated and | ooking |ike death herself.

Cassius would nove forward towards the house, bobbing and
w ving through the crowd. No Luca.

(EXT. ALLY’ S FRONT YARD)

On his way out of the house, he'd see Ally again.

CASSI US

Shit Ally where the fuck is Luca?
ALLY

She left with sone guys, |’ m not

her keeper.

CASSI US
Your fucked up, you really
are. Wi ch way, did they wal k or take
a car?

ALLY

They just left on foot, towards
Li berty St, 1 think.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 11.

Cassius woul d I ook for Luca on foot. Towards Liberty
St.Cassius is in full rage at this point. Fully concerned,
maybe figuring she’'s passed out sonewhere.He shouts out for
her.

CASSI US
Luca... Luca...

He’ d pause for a mnute look fromleft to right every other
few steps and repeat.

CASSI US
Luca... Luca...

Until he heard noans fromthe alley on the left. Cassius
starts to jog. To see with his own eyes where Luca was.

NARRATOR
Now, Cassius had a idea what Luca
did for noney and sone of the
stories that would run through his
head tine after tinme. But what he
saw in that alley aggravated him
very nmuch. There it was, the reason
why she told himshe was no good,
the reason why she wasn’t worthy of
second chances. The reason for not
bei ng worthy of white picket fences
and 2 plus children. He’d never seen
it with his own eyes. The hurt, the
pain. Every enotion that every ran
t hrough his body for Luca was
multiplied ten fold at this very
nonent .

Cassius stood at the entrance of the alley for seconds, but
felt like hours in slow notion. To witness Luca, having sex
with two guys at the sane tine.In a alley, on top of trash
bags next to a dunpster

Cassi us grabbed the first thing he saw on the ground, which
being a bottl e. Possi bly dropped by one of the nen fromthe
party.He ran over,and hits the one behind Luca in the doggy
styl e position.

The other receiving oral sex would back up towards the wall.

Luca screaned fromthe top of her lungs in defense of the
guy that had been hit by Cassi us.

Luca still heavily under the influence, speech stil
sl urred.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 12.

LUCA
Casssss! What the fuck are you
doi ng?

Luca would roll over and grab her shirt and cover herself.

Wil e Cassius was still hitting the first guy. The second guy
seenmed shaky, and reaching for sonmething in his back pocket.

Luca woul d scream agai n.

LUCA
Casss! Way are you doing this Cass?
St opppp Cass! Pl ease, your gonna
kill him

The second guy would finally get a hold of what he was
gripping fromhis backsi de.

2ND QUY
Amw, naw. He ain’t gone kil
nobody.

The 2nd guy arches a gun into Cassius rib cage and let two
rounds go.

Luca junps up with only her shirt on and noves over towards
Cassi us, as she screaned.

The shooter was nervous and told the first guy to get up and
they needed to get outta there,

LUCA
VWHAT THE FUCK MANI'!T YOU SHOT H M !
YOU SHOT HM HE' 'S GONNA DIE. HE' S
GONNA DI E. CALL THE AMBULANCE.

Cassius, bleeding fromhis torso would try and gather his
footing. Only to stunble and fall repeatedly.

Luca was crying uncontroll ably. Scream ng and sobbi ng.

LUCA
CASS, |I’'M SO SORRY. CASS, PLEASE
PLEASE. 1'M SO SORRY. |'M GONNA GET
YOU TO A HOSPI TAL.

The two guys would flee as Luca held Cassius in her arns
with only a shirt on, her hair covering her whole face
scream ng for help.

At that nonent Cassius would drift in and out consciousness.
Cassius is losing blood at a alarm ng rate.
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CONTI NUED: 13.

Luca still screamng, feels a tap on her | eg by Cassius. He
whi spers to Luca.

In a very |l ow tone, Cassius grips her leg very tight with
his left hand. Wiile his other hand, filled with bl ood

covered the wound.

CASSI US
Wiy didn’t you | ove ne?
| ve...Loved you fromthe first day
| nmet you. |I'd do anything for you.
Even die on this pavenent right now
for you.

Luca, sobbi ng nonstop and shaki ng Cassi us as she responds.

LUCA
Cass, it’s not that | didn't. |
don’t deserved you. |’ m nothing.
" m nothing Cass! I’mnothing. This

is all ny fault. Please, Please
Cass, don’t go. Cass!! Cass!!Hold
on. .

Luca screans for help repeatedly. The first screans fell on
deaf ears, but finally a passer by with a cell phone happens
to stop and call a anbul ance.

By the tinme the anbul ance would make it. Cassius woul d pass
fromhis severe wounds and nmassi ve bl ood | ost.

Luca would go into shock, nunb fromthe feeling of being

wi thout the one true friend she’s had the majority of her
life. She would al so bear the brunt of being the reason for
Cassius’s death. Feeling ashanmed and full of guilt she

woul dn’t make it longer than a nonth |ater.

She would OD the way she intended to. She was found at
Cass’s burial site.
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