IN A N GHT
BY

CH DI FELIX Enail:
chi boynmuoneke@ahoo. com

COPYRI GHT (C) 2010 THI S SCREENPLAY MAY
NOT BE USED OR REPRODUCED W THOUT THE EXPRESS WRI TTEN
PERM SSI ON OF THE AUTHOR
FADE | N:
| NT. STANLEY’ S HOUSE
MRS. DORA LARRY enters the stage. She is a dark-skinned

woman in her md 30's. The tel ephone rings. She wal ks to the
t el ephone.

DORA
Hello, Ms. Larry on the line...He
is in. Ckay.
(Puts her hand over the nouth
pi ece)

Stanl ey. .. Stanl ey.
MR. STANLEY enters. He is a slim tall mddle age nman.

DORA
Soneone wants to speak with

you...he said, his nane is Dennis
Chan.

STANLEY
Ckay.

STANLEY wal ks to the tel ephone, takes it fromhis wfe,
DORA.

STANLEY
Hell o, M. Dennis. How are you
doi ng? Good. Ckay. | am surprised.
If that’s what you want. Well, |
will see you tonorrow.

STANLEY hangs up.

DORA
VWhat's the matter?

STANLEY

My client wants to settle out of
court with the defendant--
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DORA
| guess they have both reached a
conpr om se- -

STANLEY
Probably. | will speak to him
t onor r ow.

He wal ks to the couch and sits.

STANLEY
He coul d have possibly nade a | ot
nore in court--

DORA
s it the copyright infringenent
case?

STANLEY

Yes, dear. W had all the facts--

DORA
That’ s what he wants. Sonetines, it
is not always about the noney.
(Pauses)
| think you need to get sone rest?

STANLEY
No, | am fi ne.

DORA
Vell, you barely slept |ast night.

STANLEY
| am fi ne.

DORA
|”ve known you for ten good years,
and I know when sonething is
bot hering you. Tell nme, was it
about the case?

STANLEY
No, not at all.
(Pauses)
| was thinking about Doct or
Martin. .

DORA
Doctor Martin? Wio is he?
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STANLEY
Janes i ntroduced himto us | ast
year - -

DORA

Doctor Martin? |Is he the
veterinarian doctor? The one who
| ost one of his eyes to a goat?

STANLEY
No, that’s not him Don’t you
renmenber hinf? Janes introduced him
to us? He walks with a

[inmp...linps--
DORA
The fertility doctor?
STANLEY
Yeah.
DORA

What about hi nf?

STANLEY
You know, five years is too long a
time. W have been married for five
years- -

DORA
O course, dear.

STANLEY
We have to see him | heard that he
has hel ped a | ot of couples with
his therapy to have babies, and I
was thinking if we could schedule a
visit with him..

DORA
... Okay...

STANLEY
Probably, this weekend--

DORA
Vell, you know himwel |l enough?

STANLEY
No, but Janes said he is good.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

DORA
kay, then.

STANLEY sm |l es. He picks a newspaper fromthe table.

DORA
VWll, 1'll heat sone tea.

The canera follows her to the kitchen.

DORA

Your nom cal l ed this norning---
STANLEY

|s she alright?
DORA

Possi bly. She asked after you, and

she- - -

There is a knock. DORA stops tal king. She wal ks back to the
sitting room

DORA
Are you expecting someone?

STANLEY
No.

She wal ks to door, opens it, and sees | AN. Stanl ey’ s younger
brother. He is a man in his late twenties. H's beards are
unshaven. He carries a worn out bag over his shoul ders.

DORA
I an.

| AN
Good evening, Dora. How are you
doi ng?

DORA

G eat. Wl cone.
| AN ent ers.

DORA
It is quite col d--

| AN
Yes, it is. Where is Stan?
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DORA
He's in.

STANLEY
Who is it?

DORA
| an.

DORA and AN walk to the sitting room

| AN
Good evening, Stan--

STANLEY
| amvery surprised to see you

| AN
| amalright. (Pauses) Can | use
your washr oonf

DORA
O course.

| AN wal king to door leading to the washroom He begins to
si ng.

| AN
(Si ngi ng)
| don’t know what to say,
My whol e soul sinks away;
| saw a ghost on the street..

DORA and STANLEY watch | AN as he exits.

DORA
He | ooks exhausted, doesn't he?

STANLEY
He’ s broke---he sings only when
he’ s broke- -

DORA
Are you sure?

STANLEY
You want to bet?

DORA

May be there is sonmething el se--

| AN ent ers.
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| AN
| trekked a long mle--
STANLEY
| s everything okay?
| AN
--yes--But..How are you doi ng?
STANLEY
Good- -
| AN
kay. That’ s okay.
STANLEY
Are you sure everything--
| AN
Well, | amjust alittle short of
noney at the nonent.
(To DORA)
Good eveni ng, Dora?
STANLEY
Good eveni ng- -
| AN
You | ook wonder ful.
DORA
Thank you. Are you hungry?
| AN
Yes, Starving--
DORA
Il will make a cup of tea and
sandwi ches. | guess you are staying
for the night?
| AN
Sur e.
DORA
kay.

DORA sm |l es and exits.

| AN
She hasn’t changed a bit. Still as
sl ender as a gazelle and as nice as
a nun. She is a remarkabl e woman,
isn't she?
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STANLEY
O course. Were the hell have you
been?

| AN
| have been around- - -

STANLEY
On the street?

| AN
| amalright. | nust admt you | ook
quite fit--

STANLEY
| have been taking dancing
| essons- -

| AN
| see. You are getting thinner and
your eyes brighter.

STANLEY
Well, | am groundi ng out sone
negati ve energy.

After an awkward pause.

STANLEY
Have you heard from non?
| AN
| visited her |ast week.
STANLEY
How i s she?
| AN
Good. She adopted a Chi nese kid.
STANLEY
She adopted a ki d?
| AN
Yeah. She said, 'he rem nds her of
dad- -’
STANLEY

Dad wasn't Chi nese?

| AN
But there were Chinese things about
him..he always ate with chopsticks
and was allergic to custards.
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(Pauses)
Dad was very oriental

STANLEY
She never told ne she was adopti ng
a kid--

| AN
But she asked of you.

| AN | ooks around the sitting room
| AN

Can you |l end ne sonme noney? Five
t housand. .. my be ten thousand--

STANLEY
What do you need it for?
| AN
| would like to travel to Israel--
STANLEY
VWhat for?
| AN

| amwiting a novel.

STANLEY | ooks at I AN contorting his face. DORA enters. She
hand STANLEY and | AN cups of tea and sone cakes.

| AN

Seriously. I amwiting a novel.
STANLEY

...and the setting is in Israel?
DORA

Way, Israel?
| AN

| have this feeling | wll be

cl oser to Cod...

STANLEY
...that’s it? America is the
greatest country in the world. You
can wite it here in Anerica.
Br ookl yn- -

| AN
| thought of that--
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BEAT.

STANLEY
Then use Brooklyn as your setting--

| AN
| srael is the |and of prom se.

STANLEY
Ask nonf

| AN
Mom .? She wouldn't lend ne a
penny- -

STANLEY
Do you owe her?

| AN
Not much..

STANLEY
How much?

| AN

Twenty t housand, may be...

STANLEY
You owe nom twenty thousand?

| AN
She | ent ne sonme noney to
Irag...but it didn’'t turn out the
way | expected...

DORA
When?

| AN

Last two years--it wasn’t what |
expected. Believe ne, the furniture
was hostile, the chairs receive you
badly and the walls tell you go
away. They think every Anerican
there is either a journalist or
works for the C1.A--

DCORA
Oh. ..

STANLEY
What is your novel about?
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| AN
A priest who falls in love with
anot her priest...

DORA
You are witing a gay novel ?

| AN
A gay novel. It is a gay novel
depi cting hypocri sy agai nst gay
peopl e?

STANLEY
Ckay, | will think about it..but I
am not assuring you, though.

| AN
--thank you.

| AN brings out a stick of cigarette. He lights it, and lifts
his gaze up. He |l ooks at Stanley’ s face contorted grimy. He
stubs out the cigarette.

| AN
(Sl owy)
Sorry. ..

STANLEY
You know, you shouldn’t snoke. it
causes cancer. Cancer of the |ung.

| AN
Well, the world underestimates the
i nportance of cigarette. Have you
ever been on the bridge of |ight
and dar kness, and was rescued by
frail snokes of a cigarette, have

you?

STANLEY
No, | have never been a fan of
astronony.

DORA

| s that your reason for snoking?
| AN sm | es.

| AN
You are a christian, aren’t you?
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11.

DORA
Yes.
(dances at the stub cigarette
on the table)
| lost an uncle to cancer. He
snoked at | east a pack a day--

| AN
We are all different. | can’t
afford a pack a day. Don’t worry
about rme- -

DORA

Don’t be such a cynic.
(To STANLEY)
You renenber, Joshua?

STANLEY

Josh..?
DORA

Yes, Josh. Tall, slender, and gay..
STANLEY

Yes, You uncle? He died | ast year--

| AN
--You had a gay uncl e?

DORA
He was proudly gay. | renenber he
condescendi ngly boasted he has only
ki ssed two things in his entire
life, Men and cigarettes--

STANLEY
(To 1AN)
He was just |ike you--

DORA
Are you gay?

| AN
--Not a proud one. But | had a
boyfriend, though. Sinon. He was ny
sun. My whole being nelts away in
his beauty. And when he smles ny
heart |eaps into ny throat...

DORA
.1 guess that is |ove..
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| AN
.| guess..

DORA

He broke up with you?
| AN

No, he robbed nme and joi ned the

nonastery.

DORA chuckl es.

| AN

When you are in love with sonmeone
who | oves you--it is a conedy, but
if you are in love wth soneone who
doesn’t care--then, that's a
tragedy. Tragedies are very
depressing. Notw t hstanding, | had
wonder ful epheneral nmonments with
hi m

There is a knock on the door.

DORA
Excuse ne.

| AN nods. DORA wal ks to the door. She opens it.

t he door open and wal ks back.

STANLEY
Who is it?

DORA
Pl ease cone..

STANLEY
Do we have a probl en?

DORA
--yes--

STANLEY and DORA wal k to the door.

STANLEY
What ?! A baby?!

| AN
|s there a baby at the door?

| AN wal ks to the door. STANLEY wal ks out door.

agai n.

12.

She | eaves

He enters
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STANLEY

D d you see anyone?
DORA

No, | saw absol utely not hing.
STANLEY

Oh, ny God. Is this sone kind of
weird joke or what?

DCORA pi cks the basket with the baby in it.

DORA
It is cold and dunpy outside. She
i s asl eep.

| AN

(Looki ng at baby)
She is quite beautiful. Wat are
you going to do about her?

DORA
We- -
(Sees a note)
Look, there is a note in the
basket - -

STANLEY
A note? Who is so pathetic to | eave
her baby on soneone’s door?

DORA
"Pl ease take care of Rosemary for
me, fromJane..."

| AN
it is official..you run a daycare
center. .

STANLEY
Bl oody awful. W have to call the
police--

The baby wakes and begins to cry.

DORA
She i s awake. ..

STANLEY wal ks to the tel ephone. The wailing fromthe baby is
| ouder .
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STANLEY
Who keeps a |ife baby at soneone’s
door ?
| AN
Wul d you have preferred a dead
one. | knowthis is scary, but..
STANLEY
(To DORA)
What do you have in m nd--
| AN
| can keep her--
STANLEY
--and what are you going to feed
her with? Few lice, | suppose?
DORA

(Talking to herself, |oudly)
Sonetinmes, we see the world through
a wi ndow. Subtle. You turn your
eyes to the heaven and stare at the
stars---shinning. They are
children. Illum nating very
beautifully.

BEAT. STANLEY drops the tel ephone. He wal ks to DORA, cuddl es
her .

STANLEY
W will definitely have ours sone
day- -

DORA

| know...Just |looking at this child
hel pl ess bot hers ne.

(Wpes tears from her eyes)
She i s adorabl e.

(To I AN)
What do you think Ian?

| AN
If I was a chef | would take her
order anytinme of the day.

STANLEY
But we can’t keep her--

DORA

You are a | awer. You know t he
procedures, don’t you?
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BEAT.
STANLEY
How ol d do you think she is?
DORA
| don’t know- -eight..nine nonths,

may be.
There i s anot her knock on the door.

STANLEY
| will get it.

STANLEY wal ks to the door.

| AN
Do..do you think it is the cops?

DORA
| hope not.

STANLEY opens the door. He sees a strange | ooki ng wonan.

enters.

STANLEY
How nmay | hel p you?

~ JANE
M/ nane is Jane...and | amso sorry
to i nconveni ence you- -

STANLEY
Good evening, Mss Jane. How may
l...wait, Jane?..Wre you the Jane
who wote a note, and dropped--

JANE
A baby..yes, sir. Little Rosemary.
| am so sorry to inconveni ence
you- -

STANLEY
You don’t have to be, because | am
calling the police right now-

DORA wal ks to the door.

DORA
| s she the not her?

She
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STANLEY
Yes.

DORA
(To JANE)
| s everything okay?

JANE
No, ma’am Not quite, ma’ am -

DORA
Ckay, cone in.

STANLEY shakes his head disgustingly.

JANE
Thank you, ma’ am

DORA
Have a seat.

JANE wal ks to basket. She picks the baby up. Her face lights
up.

JANE
(To DORA)
| am so sorry.

DORA
Well, would you like a cup of
cof f ee?

| AN wal ks to STANLEY.

| AN
| s she the nmonf
STANLEY
Yes.
| AN
She | ooks hal f dead with
wear i ness- -
STANLEY
They are all |ike that--
| AN
- -who?
STANLEY
Robbers.
DORA exits.
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STANLEY
(To JANE)
Were are you fronf

JANE
New Yor k.

DORA enters with a cup of coffee.

JANE nods.

BEAT.

DORA
You rmust have been through a | ot
t oday, | guess?

JANE

(Receiving the cup of coffee)
Thank you, ma’ am

DORA
You are wel cone. You can share your
problemw th us. W coul d possibly
hel p you- -

JANE
You are not going to call the
police, are you?

DORA
W won’t. \What happened?

JANE
| couldn’t raise her. | was scared
of her dying of starvation. So,
dropped her at your stoop-

DORA
What about your husband? O
boyfriend? She nust definitely have
a dad.

JANE
He is dead. D ed before ny baby was
born. Died of tubercul osis--

DORA
Tuber cul osi s?

JANE
Yes, ma’am it was terrible. After
three nonths, he was as dry as a

( MORE)
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JANE (cont’d)

twig. | didall I could to save
him spent all ny savings.
(Pauses)

When hi s coughing canme, they were
so hard that they broke his ribs.

Winkles ran deep in his face from
| ower lids of his eyes down to the

corners of his nouth.
(Ti ny pause)
Since his death, it has been very
hard on me---1 was unenpl oyed.
(Weeps; w pes her eyes with
her hand)
Li fe doesn’'t make nuch sense to ne
anynor e- -

STANLEY
What’ s the angl e?

JANE
| couldn’t get a job, and..

STANLEY
.1 don’t believe you. The scar on
your head shows you are running
from someone- -

JANE
| tried to kill nyself--
STANLEY
Way didn’t you?
DORA
St anl ey?!
STANLEY

| find her story rather perplexing.

Don't you find it intriguing, lan?

| AN
Extrenely so--She is wearing
gl oves, and--

There is a rap on the door.

STANLEY
Who are you?

18.

There are nunerous knocks on the door in quick succession.
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A MANLY VA CE
Open the door!! Police!!

JANE
Pl ease help ne, nma’ am -

STANLEY
Who are you?

JANE
Pl ease.

The door is forced open. Two policenen enter. They see JANE

| NSPECTOR ANTHONY
Here, she is.

STANLEY
VWhat is the neaning of this?

| NSPECTOR ANTHONY
L.APD...

| NSPECTOR ANTHONY brings out his badge.

| NSPECTOR ANTHONY
Rebecca Smith, | arrest you on the
charge of ki dnapping--and | nust
warn you that anything you say wll
be used against you in the court of
I aw- -

STANLEY
What is---

M SS REBECCA SM TH, Known to us as JANE nmakes to escape.
| NSPECTOR ANTHONY restrains her.

| NSPECTOR ANTHONY
Keep still, will you?

He gets out handcuffs and cl aps them on Jane’s wi sts.

| NSPECTOR ANTHONY
That will do.

| NSPECTOR ANTHONY hands JANE to the two ot her policenman.
They bundl e JANE roughly toward the door. The | nspector
wal ks to the baby picks her up.

STANLEY
What the devil’s the neaning of
t hi s?
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| NSPECTOR ANTHONY
| amsorry. My nanme is |nspector
Ant hony.

They shake hands.

| NSPECTOR ANTONY
Ms. Rebecca is a renown robber and
ki dnapper. W have been tracking
her for a long tine.

| AN and DORA are fl abbergasted.

DORA
But her face...her appearance
really do | ook ghastly--

| NSPECTOR ANTHONY

You read the papers, don't you?
She’s been in all the papers |ast
year and early this year for
ki dnappi ng and robbery. She’'s quite
very dangerous.

(Pauses)
You have to know t he people you | et
into your house for own sake.

STANLEY
Thank you, sir.

| NSPECTOR ANTHONY
| must | eave now, sir.

| NSPECTOR ANTHONY pi cks up and exits.

DORA
| can’t believe this--

STANLEY
Don’t be hard on yourself...you
were trying to help her--

| AN
--and she is quite a terrific liar.

He wal ks and sits on the couch.

| AN
Wel |, what a night.
STANLEY
| think I’ m gonna make sone

| enonmade.
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(To DORA)
You want one?
DCORA nods.
STANLEY
What about you?
| AN
Definitely.
STANLEY exits
DORA
What a ni ght.

21.

FADE QOUT.



