PAGE  
74

I AM SUPERMAN

By

Anthony Royle

Based On The DC Comics Character 

Created By

Jerry Siegel

&

Joe Shuster
First Draft, Feb 2004

FADE IN:

INT. CLARK’S APARTMENT/METROPOLIS – MORNING

A middle-aged Clark Kent stands in front of a mirror with no glasses on, wearing a suit, studying himself. His mood is sombre.

Clark opens a button on his shirt to reveal a little piece of his Superman costume. He touches it and then buttons his shirt and places his glasses on. 

He picks up an invitation off the table next to him. It read ‘Super hero reunion for retired Super heroes. Venue: Gotham City’. Clark screws the invitation and throws it into the wastebasket at the other end of the room.

EXT. DAILY PLANET BUILDING – DAY

Establishing shot. The huge building is the centre of Metropolis.

INT. DAILY PLANET – SAME

Clark emerges from the elevator. Trying to mind his own business he rushes towards his office passed a very quite newsroom. Suddenly JOHNNY OLSEN (12), son of Jimmy, hands Clark a copy of today’s newspaper. 

JOHNNY

Mr Kent, your story made front page.

Then Johnny takes the elevator. Clark’s front-page story is on the recent World Series- Yankee’s Win! Clark redirects himself to Lois’s office- the editor’s office.

INT. LOIS LANE’S OFFICE – SAME

LOUIS LANE, still pretty, although somewhat aged and has lost a bit of her figure after having a few kids, is on the telephone. There’s a knock at her door.

LOIS

Come in. (On phone) I have to go honey. I love you too. Bye.

Clark enters and throws the newspaper on Lois’s desk. He sits down.

CLARK

Ahm, what’s this?

LOIS

It’s your article. A damn good one.

CLARK

But not front page material.

LOIS

I thought you could use the exposure.

CLARK

I don’t need the exposure.

Lois gets up and pours two coffees from coffee machine.

LOIS

Clark your career is in ruins. You’re in the same place you were 20 years ago. Everyone has moved on, the chief, Jimmy. 

(Tenderly) 

You still wear the costume underneath your suit, don’t you?

She hands him a coffee. They stare into each other’s eyes for a second. He takes a sip of his coffee- it’s cold. He reheats it using the lasers from his eyes. Lois smiles.

CLARK

So, tonight, do you want to go for a stroll in the clouds? Maybe stop and have dinner in Paris?

LOIS

You know I can’t.

CLARK

I know. You can’t blame a man for trying.

Clark gets up and heads for the door.

LOIS

Where are you going?

CLARK

To find a story.

LOIS

You did hear crime is down 100%? It’s reviews from here on.

Clark smiles and leaves.

INT. CLARK KENT’S OFFICE – DAY

Clark is at his desk reading a book at rapid rate. He places the book down and then types a review at rapid rate. Clark then kicks back to get some shut eye.

His sensitive hearing picks something- a TV show.

TV SUPERMAN

(V.O)

Don’t move Brainiac or else. No, Lois!

Clark is suddenly standing. And then quickly, only human quick, walks closer to where the sound is coming from.

INT. OFFICE – SAME

Clark bursts into the office of another journalist. The journalist is watching the TV series “MAN OF STEEL” and is eating a bagel.

JOURNALIST

CK?

Clark looks at the TV showing the TV Superman holding an American flag.

CLARK

What’s this?

JOURNALIST

It’s the new Superman TV series by Perry White. I’m doing a review.

Superman is now wearing a suit and glasses and sitting behind the editor’s desk with the name PERRY WHITE. This shocks Clark. TV LOIS enters, played by an amazingly hot actress.

TV LOIS

Perry, I want to thank you for saving my life.

TV PERRY

I will always be there for you Lois.

They kiss.

CLARK

Give me a break.

INT. DAILY PLANET – SAME

Clark heads towards the elevators. Lois sees him.

LOIS

Hey, Clark, where are you going?

CLARK

There’s a job for Superman.

INT. KINDERGARTTEN CLASS – DAY

Superman stands at the front of the class next to the teacher. The kids look at Superman with awe.

TEACHER

Okay children, today we have a special guest with us. Can anybody tell me his name?

KIDS

(Shout)

Superman!

SUPERMAN

Does anyone have any questions?

All the kids raise their hand. Superman nods to one kid.

KID #1

Can you hear everything?

SUPERMAN

Not everything but I can hear from far far away.

KID #2

I heard you have x-ray vision.

SUPERMAN

Yes I do.

KID #2

Can you see what the teacher’s boobs are like?

All the kids laugh. The teacher is embarrassed.

TEACHER

Hey, that’s enough.

SUPERMAN

Probably. But I can see inside your head and I can see your brain is about the size of a pea.

All the kids laugh again. Then Superman is a little serious.

SUPERMAN

Oh no, my Superhero hearing is picking up something.

The kids gasp. Then a pretend Lex Luther with shaven head walks in. The actor is really band. He holds a water pistol.

LEX

I got you now Superman.

Superman melts the gun with his laser eyes. Then he grabs the pretend Lex and lifts him in the air. The kids cheer. Superman sends him back through the door. The kids and teacher clap.

TEACHER

Thank you Superman for coming and saving us from the evil Lex Luther.

SUPERMAN

My pleasure.

As the teacher speaks Superman makes some funny shapes and pulls some funny faces whilst in mid-air.

TEACHER

And remember children, Superman rid the world of all evil and turned it into the peaceful haven it is today.

INT. DAILY PLANET – EVENING

Everyone is gone except Clark and Lois. They are locking up and turning the lights off. They head toward the elevator. Clark pushes the button and then they are standing in silence.

CLARK

The sun is just rising in Japan. If we start now I’m sure we’ll catch it.

LOIS

(Laughs)

You always showed me the most amazing things. 

CLARK

I like to think you should me some amazing things too.

Lois kisses Clark on the cheek.

LOIS

That’s for old times.

The elevator opens. They step in.

CLARK

What will be on the front-pages tomorrow Ms Lane?

EXT. DAILY PLANET – NIGHT

On this ice-cold night Clark Kent and Lois lane exit the building and go their separate ways waving to each other as they depart. Clark hails a cab.

INT. CAB – SAME

The cabbie has his radio on. Music is playing

CLARK

Forty-second street, please.

The cab sets off. Suddenly the music stops.

NEWS REPORTER

Breaking news just in. The President of the United States has been assassinated. The president was found shot in his office in the White House. It is presumed he was shot by a sniper riffle.

CLARK

Sir, could you please drop me off here.

The cabbie stops. Clark pays him the money and gets out.

EXT. STREET – SAME

Clark is looking for a phone booth but each one seems to have an occupant. He runs to the nearest one and knocks on the glass to and elderly gentleman.

CLARK

Excuse me sir. I’m in a hurry. Please could I use this booth?

The old man gives Clark the finger. Then another phone booth becomes free. Clark rushes over and gets in. He quickly turns into SUPERMAN and emerges from the booth. Superman flies away.

People in the street point at him.

INT/EXT. AIRPLANE – NIGHT

Lois Lane is on the plane to Washington. She sits anxiously in her seat writing down questions on a note pad. Then Superman pulls up next to her window. He taps on and she jumps.

LOIS

Clark?

Superman tries to talk to Lois using hand signals. She doesn’t get it. He keeps on pointing to himself and then making a book with his hands and then pretends to write and then he points to himself and then his ear.

Photographers start taking pictures of him and before too many pictures are taken Superman is gone. Lois is a little embarrassed.

REPORTER

What did he say Ms Lane?

INT. WHITE HOUSE/PRESS ROOM – NIGHT

The pressroom is full of reports chattering amongst themselves waiting to be addressed. Lois enters the room and spots Clark near the front waving at her. She walks over to him and they whisper to each other.

CLARK

I’ve had a look around and was able to see the crime scene with my x-ray vision but there’s not much I can tell you that wasn’t announced except I think it was an inside job.

LOIS

Why do you think that?

CLARK

Two reasons. First the window was open.

LOIS

So?

CLARK

It’s winter and I believe today was a particularly cold day. Secondly, from where the assassin had to be positioned one guard had to have seen him. But from what I’ve over heard the guard left his position five minutes early.

LOIS

Are you all right? You seem a little anxious?

CLARK

My hearing isn’t what it used to be. I have to keep on reminding myself I’m not twenty-five anymore. The flight here too took a bit out of me. And my sight- I have to squint for x-ray vision.

Louis smiles at him.

LOUIS

So middle age has crept up on you too.

CLARK

Hey, I can still leap the tallest buildings and still faster than a speeding bullet- on a good day.

The Press secretary stands at the podium.

PRESS SECRETARY

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Press. The minister of defence.

The minister of defence approaches the podium. There is a light applause.

MINISTER OF DEFENSE

At approximately 5.30 this evening The President of the United States was assassinated in his White House office. We believe the assassin used a sniper riffle and the federal Bureau of Investigations is investigating as we speak. We will catch the killer- I promise you that. America today has lost a great servant. It was he who helped peace reign on earth. Made our street a safe and clean place. He was our super man.

Another light applause. Clark looks sad and then starts to hear a conversation. We hear muffles.

MINISTER OF DEFENSE

But life goes on. America will go on. Peace will always be. I am here to also announce the two new candidates for the presidency-

LOIS

What’s wrong Clark?

CLARK

Sshhh…

All the noise from the pressroom is blocked out. A picture of the two new candidates is pictured on the wall.

VOICE #1

And the guard who left early won’t talk to the press?

VOICE #2

No sir.

VOICE #1

We can’t let this trace back to me. Do we have someone we can plant the assassination on?

VOICE #2

We do.

CLARK

I recognise one of the voices.

LOIS

Who is it?

Clark points to the candidate on the left, GERRY JOHNSON.

CLARK

Him. He had the President assassinated.

INT. AIRPLANE – EARLY HOURS OF MORNING

Clark and Lois sit in their seats talking Lois looks really tired.

LOIS

We have no proof except you heard him. You gonna tell everyone you have super hearing?

CLARK

Not only is this big news but there’s been a crime committed I have to fight.

LOIS

Are you sure of what you heard? You said you’re hearing has got worse.

CLARK

My hearing was fine. They were in the same building.

LOIS

I’m sorry Clark, I know you need this story, we all do, but we can’t print anything unless we have evidence. 

CLARK

I’ll bring you evidence.

LOIS

Don’t go and get into trouble.

CLARK

Didn’t I used to tell you that?

EXT. METROPOLIS STREET – DAY

Clark, in a very perky mood, is walking down the street with a cup of coffee in his hand. He greets people passing him by. Clark approaches a newsstand and picks up a copy of The Daily Planet. First he sees a picture of the deceased president and then unfolds the paper to see the headline: ‘President Assassinated- where was Superman?’ Clark is stunned. He turns to page three and there is a picture of Superman with the title “Is Superman Too Old For The Tights?” Clark puts the paper down. He looks at the front page of The National Enquirer with a picture of Superman giving hand signals to Lois. Its title is “Crazed Superhero Stalks Ex-Lover”.  

INT. LOIS LANE’S OFFICE – DAY

From Louis’s office she sees Clark dash angrily towards his office. She gets up from her desk to stop him doing something stupid.

INT. CLARK’S OFFICE – SAME

Clark starts packing his things into a box at human speed. Lois enters and shuts the door.

LOIS

Clark, I-

CLARK

How could you Lois? I thought we were friends. We have history together. And you go and write those things about me. I can’t believe you said I looked stupid. Well how stupid is the world when my only disguise is my glasses. It’s not like I wear a cool mask.

(Taking off his glasses and puts them back on again)

Now they see me. Now they don’t.

Clark realises he can pack faster and packs at super human speed.

LOIS

I didn’t write those things about you. I wrote them about Superman.

Clark looks at Lois confused.

CLARK

Say that again my super hearing didn’t quite get that.

LOIS

You are not Superman. You are Clark Kent, reporter, my best reporter. Superman is news. We’re desperate for news.

Clark is hurt. He doesn’t know what to say.

LOIS (CONT’D)

There’s no crime. Lives do not need to be saved. The greatest impact you can have on the world today is as Clark Kent- the man I really loved.

Clark looks shocked but slightly glad.

LOIS (CONT’D)

But who was never around.

Clark starts to unpack slowly.

CLARK

I have to disagree- Superman will always have his use. And I will always look good in tights.

Lois is relieved that Clark is staying. She wipes away the tears that were welling in her eyes. 

LOIS

You know you can do that faster.

CLARK

I know.

INT. MOTEL/WASHINGTON D.C. – NIGHT

A young black man, quite built, sits and watches cable TV on the edge of his bed. He hears the noise of the guards placed out of his room be knocked to the ground. He turns off the TV. Superman enters.

SUPERMAN

You and I need to chat.

EXT. NIGHT SKY

CU ON: Superman is flying above the clouds on his cell phone to Lois.

SUPERMAN

I have the confession from the guard telling me he was told by the secretary of defence himself to leave his post five minutes early and then he met with Senator Johnson later that night and was put up in the same motel he uses to cheat on his wife.

LOIS

(V.O.)

Okay, if you’ve got the testimony we can print it- front page tomorrow. Where is he now?

SUPERMAN

He’s with me. We’re taking a bite to eat and then I’m taking him to a safe place a bite to eat.

(Hangs up)

Superman has the young black guy under his arm. The clouds depart and reveal PARIS. We can see the Eiffel Tower. 

SUPERMAN

We’re getting take away. And no desert.

INT. MOTEL/WASHINGTON DC – NIGHT

Gerry Johnson and the secretary of defence are talking to the guards. Johnson is pissed.

JOHNSON

What do you mean Superman took him?

GUARD #1

He knocked us out and the next thing I remember is waking up and they’d gone.

JOHNSON

(To secretary of defence)

Track him and kill him. He could be anywhere in the world

Johnson leaves the motel room.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

Your firearms gentlemen.

The two guards hand him their guns. Then the secretary of defence shoots them both and begins to make the scene look like they shot each other.

INT. PARIS HOTEL/HALLWAY – NIGHT

This is a very classy hotel. Chandelier’s hanging from the ceiling, red carpet, beautiful art on the wall.

A curious gentleman, we can’t see his face, walks the hallway alone. He carries a violin case.

INT. ROOM/PARIS HOTEL – SAME

The light from the door opening shines on the young black man’s face. He wakes up.

BLACK GUY

Superman?

The young black guy is shot by a sniper riffle with a silencer. The door closes.

INT. DAILY PLANET PRINTING ROOM – EARLY HOURS OF MORNING

The morning papers are being printed. There is a picture of Gerry Johnson on the front page with the headline “Guard testifies Senator and presidential candidate is behind assassination, by Clark Kent”.

INT. CLARK KENT’S OFFICE – DAY

Clark is sat at his desk, feet up, receiving praise from his fellow reporters. From Clark’s door we can see everyone reading the five-page article.

REPORTER

Good job CK.

Lois enters enraged.

LOIS

Clark, my office, now!

She leaves as abruptly she came. Clark looks confused.

INT. LOIS LANE’S OFFICE – SAME

Clark enters the office and suddenly gets it. Gerry Johnson is sat at Lois’s desk with five lawyers in the corner of the room. Lois is standing at her desk. Gerry smiles at Clark.

GERRY

So you’re the reporter who wrote all those nasty things about me.

CLARK

I wrote the testimony of a man that spoke the truth.

GERRY

And who is this man.

A young female secretary enters apologetic.

SECRETARY

Sorry, Clark you have a phone call from Paris on line two.

Gerry smiles at Clark. Clark looks at Lois, she nods. Clark picks up the phone on Lois’s desk.

RECEPTIONIST

(In French)

Mr. Kent, we found your friend dead in his hotel room this morning. I’m sorry.

Clark puts the phone down slowly and turns to Johnson.

CLARK

You killed him, you son of a-

GERRY

Don’t incriminate yourself even further Mr Kent. We’re already suing The Daily Planet for twice it’s worth.

CLARK

Lois-

GERRY

You were right about one thing Mr Kent. It was an inside job. We found the assassins dead in a motel in Washington DC. They shot each other. Both had a violent past I heard. If you had been patient you could have covered that story- the truth.

Johnson and his team of lawyers stand and he signals towards the door.

CLARK

How do you explain the dead guard in Paris? How did he get there? How was he shot?

GERRY

My sources tell me their accomplice flew him there- Superman. The FBI are looking for him now. It looks like Superman was involved with the assassination to restart his career again. It seems that you and Superman have something in common Mr Kent. Both has-beens looking for a re-birth. Good day, Ms Lane.

Johnson and his team of lawyers leave. Lois sumps into her seat, silent. She is very thoughtful. Clark turns to her.

CLARK

I can get this story. Let me follow him. I’ll get pictures, whatever it takes.

LOIS

I- I wish I had let you go that day, and then I wouldn’t have to do this. Clark, you’re fired. I’m sorry.

Clark leaves.

INT. DAILY PLANET – SAME

Clark heads for the elevator. He bumps into Johnny Olsen.

JOHNNY

Hey, Mr Kent, you made front page!

INT. LIQUOR STORE – DAY

Clark piles two dozen bottles of Jack Daniels. The man at the counter rings them up.

MAN AT COUNTER

You having a party or something?

CLARK

Just a quite night in.

EXT. MOON

Superman sits on the moon staring back at the earth. All those Jack Daniels he bought are now just empty bottle. He takes the last swing from the last bottle.

LOIS

(V.O)

The greatest impact you can have on the world today is as Clark Kent- the man I really loved.

SUPERMAN

Sure.

He throws the last bottle at the earth. He then looks to the left off him to see something inscribed into the moons surface. It’s a giant heart with the words “Clark + Lois forever”. Superman wipes it away.

INT. CLARK KENT’S APARTMENT – MORNING

Clark is dressing in his suit in front of the mirror. He then puts his glasses on.

INT. LOIS LANE’S OFFICE – DAY

Lois is sat behind her desk. Clark is still standing.

CLARK

Please, Lois, I need my job back. I have nothing else.

LOIS

I’m sorry Clark; I couldn’t even if I wanted to. Senator Johnson has bought us out. He sued us for so much we had to sell him the paper. You dug your own grave Clark.

CLARK

I thought we were friends. I don’t have anywhere else to go. I wish I could just jump off a building, stand in front of a train and end it all now. But I can’t.

LOIS

There are plenty of other papers Clark. You have a good resume.

CLARK

There’s no paper like The Daily Planet.

INT. CLARK KENT’S OFFICE – DAY

This time Clark packs straight away, super human speed. He then looks out through his door at the people milling around. He takes off his glasses and puts them in his pocket.

INT. DAILY PLANET – SAME

Clark emerges from his office without his glasses, carrying his box of belongings. No one has noticed. He gets a bunch of “hey CK”.

INT. CLARK’S BUILDING/HALLWAY – DAY

Clark walks down his hallway towards his apartment carrying his box- wearing his glasses. His super hearing here noises in his apartment. He uses his x-ray vision to see two guys trashing his apartment.

INT. CLARK’S APARTMENT – SAME

There’s a knock at the door. The two guys stop trashing the apartment and look at each other. One signals to the door and takes out his gun. The other guy covers him as he opens the door. Clark stands there looking confident.

CLARK

Clark Kent.

The guy at the door tries to hit Clark. Clark grabs the guy’s arm. The guy covering shoots at Clark but Clark uses the other guy as a shield. The bullet only hits the guys are. Clark throws the guy he has at the other guy and knocks them both over. Their guns are now on the floor. Clark picks them up and points them at the two guys.

CLARK

Tell Johnson, I’m going to expose him. Get out.

The two guys run out of the apartment. Clark looks around at the mess and sighs. He tidies the room super human speed.

INT. CLARK’S ROOM – NIGHT

Clark has a towel wrapped round his waist like he’s just came out of the shower. He stands looking at a folded Superman costume next to his closet. He stares at it for a few seconds and then places it in the closet. It’s goodbye.

INT. METROPOLIS GLOBE/EDITOR’S OFFICE – DAY

Clark is in an interview with the editor of the Metropolis Globe. The editor is looking at Clark’s resume.

CLARK

As you can see I have plenty of experience.

EDITOR

Could you get us an interview with Superman?

INT. INDEPENDENT SUN/EDITOR’S OFFICE – DAY

Clark is in another interview.

EDITOR

Everything seems good. But your latest events trouble me.

CLARK

I assure you they won’t be a problem.

EDITOR

Could you get us an interview with Superman?

INT. METROPOLIS STAR/EDITOR’S OFFICE – DAY

Clark walks into the room to see the Editor wear a Superman “Man of Steel” t-shirt. Clark leaves before the interview begins.

INT. CLARK’S APARTMENT – DAY

The phone rings. Clark answers it.

JOHNSON

(V.O)

I want to know how you’re going to expose me when you can’t find a paper to work at Mr Kent.

INT. THE PARIS CONNECTION/EDITOR’S OFFICE – DAY

Clark is in another interview.

EDITOR

(In French)

Could you get us an interview with Superman?

INT. SHANGHAI PRESS/EDITOR’S OFFICE – DAY

Clark is in another interview.

EDITOR

(In Chinese)

Tell me about Superman.

INT. LONDON EXPRESS/EDITOR’S OFFICE – DAY

Yet another interview.

EDITOR

Tell me about Wonderwoman.

The editor gives a saucy laugh. Clark shakes his head, gets up and leaves.

INT. LONDON RESTAURANT – NIGHT

Clark has finished his meal. His waitress walks over looking a little worried.

WAITRESS

Sorry sir, your credit card was rejected.

INT. KITCHEN OF RESTAURANT –NIGHT

Clark is washing the dishes. He looks to see if anyone is watching. Then he finishes the dishes super human speed.

EXT. LONDON – NIGHT

Clark flies out of London. We follow him in the air.

CLARK

Where are you going Clark?

EXT. SMALLVILLE – DAY

TITLE CARD: Smallville.

We see and Ariel shot of the small old colonial town. 

Clark lands near some trees on the outskirts of Smallville. He brushes himself down and then begins to walk into town.

EXT. SMALLVILLE STREET – DAY

Clark walks down the street taking everything in. He sees some kids playing in the street, Smallville hasn’t changed.

EXT. THE KENT’S HOUSE – DAY

Clark starts to walk up the passageway to his parent’s house before his mother and father (MARTHA and JOHNOTHAN) run out of the house and embrace him. 

MARTHA

Clark!

Martha and Jonathan hold on to Clark. They are glad to see him.

INT. THE KENT’S HOUSE – DAY

There are pictures displayed of Clark everywhere from his baby photo’s to how he is today

Clark and Johnothan are sitting in the living room by the fire. Martha brings in hot coco.

JOHNOTHAN

Lois called. She told us what happened.

MARTHA

She was quite upset. She still cares for you, y’know.

CLARK

(Changing subject)

How have you two been?

MARTHA

Fine.

JOHNOTHAN looks at Clark unconvincingly.

MARTHA

Who wants cake?

She gets up and leaves for the kitchen again.

JOHNOTHAN

Can you see it?

CLARK

Brain Tumor.

JOHNOTHAN

She doesn’t want you to know. She started to forget things, get lost, those sort of things. Sometimes I wake up in the morning before her and wonder if she’ll ever wake up, whether this is the day I say goodbye to my wife.

CLARK

Shit dad-

MARTHA enters holding a home made chocolate cake and is laughing.

MARTHA

I remember when you were a small boy and you used to wear your underpants over your trousers. You were so cute.

CLARK

Y’know you didn’t have to incorporate it into my costume.

JOHNOTHAN

Well it became the fashion for superheroes. And the spandex too.

CLARK

(laughing)

Yeah, we set the fashion.

They all laugh. It’s like good times again.

JOHNOTHAN

Have you given much thought towards your future?

CLARK

A little.

JOHNOTHAN

I always told you to be a baseball player.

CLARK

But instead I chose to use my powers for good and not cheating.

JOHNOTHAN

We’d be millionaires now you and I.

The two men laugh.

MARTHA

So how’s Lois?

Clark and his dad look at each other. She spoke to Lois the other day.

CLARK

She’s fine, ma.

EXT. JOEL’S PLACE – NIGHT

Clark and his parents walk into Joel’s place. Smallville’s bar.

INT. JOEL’S PLACE – NIGHT

Joel’s Place is a western type bar with a piano in the corner. The place is packed and a big banner hangs saying ‘Welcome Home Clark’.

EVERYBODY

Welcome Home Clark.

Clark is surprised and really happy. Some guys go and shake his hands and he gets hugs off their wives. Clark moves through the crowd greeting everybody.

INT. JOEL’S PLACE – TIME JUMP

Clark and Johnothan are playing pool. The piano is playing music in the background. Martha is talking to some of the ladies. Most of the guys are stood around the pool table watching the game.

Clark is on the eight ball. Johnothan hasn’t potted any. Clark pots the eight ball and wins the game. Johnothan is not impressed and obviously is battling not to give away Clark’s secret.

JOHNOTHAN

You could at least let me win once.

The guys laugh.

CLARK

It feels great to be back. I don’t know why I didn’t come back earlier.

GUY #1

So you’re here to stay?

CLARK

I guess so.

GUY #2

Well we have a new town bachalour on our hands.

JOHNOTHAN

That’s right, lock up your daughters.

They all laugh.

GUY #1

Do you remember what the Smallville gals are like?

CLARK

I’m sure I can refresh my memory.

GUY #1

Smallville girls are homely gals. You gotta treat ‘em right.

GUY #2

Not like those big city girls that go and break your heart.

JOHNOTHAN

Clark’s made of steel. He can take anything that’s thrown at him.

GUY #1

Except the rejection of a woman.

A woman, very meek and mild walks in looks around. No one takes any notice of her except Clark. He watches her as she goes to the bar and speaks to the barman.

CLARK

Who’s that?

JOHNOTHAN

Who?

CLARK

The lady at the bar.

GUY #1

Oh, her. Forget about that one son.

GUY #2

Yeah, stay away from her.

CLARK

She spoken for?

GUY #1

In a manner of speak. Come on Clark, rack ‘em up.

Clark racks the poll table up. He catches the eye of the girl at the bar. They stare into each other’s eyes for second.

EXT. SMALLVILLE – SUNRISE

Daylight begins. There are few people heading off to work. The assassin walks into town with his violin case. We follow him.

The assassin walks up to an elderly gentleman sweeping the streets.

ASSASSIN

I’m looking for a place to stay.

STREET SWEEPER

We only got one hotel here. The Smallville Inn, at the end of the road and turn left. They’ll be plenty of room, we don’t get much visitors here. What brings you to Smallville?

The assassin walks away. The sweeper shakes his head and carries on sweeping.

STREET SWEEPER

Tourists.

INT. SMALLVILLE INN – DAY

The assassin is sat on his bed carving a bullet. He wears glasses. It’s an art to him. He’s a hunter and this is his ritual before hunting.

INT. SMALLVILLE GAZETTE/EDITOR’S OFFICE – DAY

Clark is in another interview. The editor looks at Clark’s resume nodding his head all the time.

EDITOR

You’re hired. Just one thing I want you to do for me.

CLARK

No, I cannot get you an interview with Superman.

EDITOR

No, no, when you review today’s bakesale could you bring me back some blueberry pie.

Clark doesn’t know which is worse, getting an interview for Superman of reviewing a bakesale.

INT. JOEL’S PLACE – DAY

The assassin walks in. The place is almost empty, just the barman and two old drunks at the bar. The assassin walks over to the bar.

BARMAN

What will it be, stranger?

ASSASSIN

I’m looking for someone. Clark Kent.

BARMAN

Clark? Sure we know Clark. He was in here last night.

ASSASSIN

Where does he live?

BARMAN

He’s staying with his parents. They live at 12 Kennedy Street.

The assassin starts to leave.

BARMAN

But if you want to find him he’ll probably be at the bake sale at the high school.

The assassin leaves.

BARMAN

Son of a bitch didn’t even buy a drink.

INT. BAKE SALE/SMALLVILLE HIGH – DAY

The place is packed. There are stalls around the hall. Clark stands with Martha at her stall. She sells Chocolate cakes and is getting a lot of customers.

CLARK

This is a joke. I’m gonna quit.

MARTHA

Now, Clark, you need a job. I know it’s not big city stuff but you’re making a living.

CLARK

How do I review a bake sale? The cakes were nice.

MARTHA

Well, Mrs Shaw’s stall over there has a beautiful presentation but could use more variety. Mr and Mrs Peterson’s stall has an aweful presentation, everything is just piled up.

CLARK

I get the picture. Maybe I’ll go and stuff my face with cakes.

Clark starts to mill around the cake stall. He takes a cake from one and then a woman’s voice.

WOMAN

(V.O)

Do you plan on paying for that?

Clark looks at the woman. It’s the lady from the bar, Kate. Clark is lost for words.

CLARK

I’m with the press. I was told I could eat for free as I’m doing a review.

KATE

You’re new around here.

CLARK

Well, no, not really. I was brought up here and moved to Metropolis. Now I’m back.

KATE

Yeah, I saw you at Joel’s place last night.

CLARK

And you are?

KATE

Kate McFee. I come from Detroit.

CLARK

Why would someone move to Smallville?

KATE

Why would someone move back to Smallville?

CLARK

Clark Kent.

Clark takes a bite of the cake.

CLARK

These are good. Maybe I’ll give you a good review.

Kate smiles shyly.

CLARK

So, how long have you been in Smallville?

KATE

Just a few months.

CLARK

Ah, well, I’ll have to show you the real Smallville.

The assassin carrying his violin case enters the bake sale. He sees it’s too crowded to do anything. He spots Clark. And then the principle of the high school walks up to him.

PRINCIPLE

You must be the musician we hired. I’m the principle of the high school. Let me show you were you can change and prepare yourself.

The assassin follows him.

INT. CLASSROOM – SAME

The assassin and principle walk into and empty classroom. The assassin places his case out and opens it with his back turn to the principle.

PRINCIPLE

Would you like something to drink? Or a cake perhaps?

The assassin turns and shoots the principle using a silencer.

INT. BAKE SALE – SAME

Clark is still talking to Kate. He here’s the shot with his super hearing.

KATE

What?

CLARK

Nothing, I just remembered something. I’ll be back in a minute.

Clark walks away.

INT. CLASSROOM – SAME

Clark walks in and sees the principle dead on the floor. Clark uses his x-ray vision to scope out the area. He can’t see anyone suspicious. He runs to the door.

CLARK

Help!

Clark quickly looks at the bullet in the principle’s chest with his x-ray vision. People start rushing in and scream.

EXT. SMALLVILLE STREET – DAY

The headlines at the news stand is “Principle murdered in school”

Clark and his parents walk passed.

CLARK

The bullet in the principle chest was the same bullet found in the guard’s chest in Paris. These bullets are handcrafted. 

MARTHA

So this guy is after you?

CLARK 

He’s after Clark Kent. He doesn’t know I’m Superman too.

JOHNOTHAN

Still, be careful Clark.

CLARK

I’m more worried about your safety. He may try and kill those I love. I think you might have to leave Smallville.

JOHNOTHAN

We’re not leaving Smallville.

CLARK

Dad-

JOHNOTHAN

We’re not leaving Smallville.

CLARK

Just be careful. Just shout if you see anything suspicious.

INT. CLARK’S DESK/SMALLVILLE GAZETTE – DAY

Clark is typing at his desk- human speed. His editor walks over.

EDITOR

Great story Clark. I’m glad to have a writer of your quality around. I’m sending you to review the college Football game tomorrow, maybe someone will get stabbed or something.

The editor is gone again.

CLARK

(Under his breath)

Yeah, I’m gonna stab you.

Then Clark starts typing super speed. We see has been typing up the abituaries.

Then Kate enters.

CLARK

Hey.

KATE

Hey, Clark, I’m sorry, I have to cancel tonight. I just got stuff to do.

CLARK

Maybe some other time then.

KATE

Yeah, maybe.

She walks away trying to keep a smile.

INT. KITCHEN/KENTS HOUSE – EVENING

Martha is standing in the middle of the kitchen just staring into nothingness. We hear Clark come in the house.

CLARK

(V.O)

Hi ma, I’m home. Looks like I will be in for dinner tonight. I was thinking we could also go to Joel’s place again.

Clark walks in and sees Martha.

CLARK

Ma, you okay?

MARTHA

I can’t remember where I put the tin opener.

CLARK

Oh, ma.

Clark holds his mom.

INT. KITCHEN/KENTS HOUSE – TIME JUMP

Martha is sat at the kitchen table. Clark brings her some coffee and sits down opposite her.

CLARK

Are you going to tell me what’s wrong?

MARTHA

It’s nothing. I’m just getting forgetful in my old age.

CLARK

Mom I know about the brain tumor?

MARTHA

Who told you? Your father?

CLARK

No, I used my x-ray vision.

MARTHA

You have no right to do that. You can’t go around scanning people’s head. I taught you better than that.

CLARK

Why didn’t you tell me?

MARTHA

You had so much on your mind, I didn’t want to worry you.

CLARK

Don’t worry about me, ma.

MARTHA

I’m more worried for your father. He was to deal with your problems and mine. He’s been drinking more than usual, spending most of his free time at Joel’s place.

CLARK

I’ll go look for him. I’ll be back soon. Just sit there.

INT. JOEL’S PLACE – NIGHT

Johnothan is playing pool with his friends and having a drink. Clark walks in and goes straight for his dad.

CLARK

You’re supposed to be at home looking after mom.

JOHNOTHAN

Don’t talk to me like that. You maybe approaching fifty but I’m still your father.

CLARK

I went home today to find mom in the kitchen in some kind of daze. She couldn’t remember where she put the tin opener. And her husband is here laughing it up with his buddies.

JOHNOTHAN

Don’t judge me. Unlike you I’m human. I have feelings and emotions and I have to deal with them. Don’t come in here infront of my friends and tell me how I should deal with my life. You know how hard it is for me? My wife is dying. We’ve been together for over fifty years. Can you understand that Clark? Until you can then you can come in here and give me shit.

Clark doesn’t know what to say. He looks to the corner of his eye to see Kate staring at him. She’s got two kids with her as she sits at a table drinking.

CLARK

Yeah, I don’t understand. I don’t understand about human emotions. I don’t understand about love. I should just go. Enjoy your game.

Clark leaves.

JOHNOTHAN

Son.

INT. CLARK’S BEDROOM/KENT’S HOUSE – NIGHT

Clark is by the computer with a bottle of Jack Daniels. He takes off his glasses to begin typing. He types ‘An Alien in a Man’s World’ and then deletes it.

CLARK

Too melodramatic Clark.

Clark thinks for a little bit before typing ‘Superman: The Biography by Superman and Clark Kent’. He takes swig of Jack Daniels before continuing. He types super speed.

EXT. TOP OF LEXCORPS BUILDING/METROPOLIS – NIGHT

Lex Luther holds a younger Lois Lane over the edge of the building. It’s raining. 

Clark Kent without his glasses emerges from the door from the staircase. His shirt is open showing the Superman insignia.

CLARK

You don’t want to do that Luther.

LEX

Fuck you Kal El. If I can’t have her, no one can.

CLARK

I’m gonna break you in half.

Clark hears people in trouble shouting ‘help’.

LEX

Oh, you hear that Superman? About one thousand people are plummeting to their death as we speak. Ten seconds Superman.

Lois kicks Lex. Lex slips and they fall over the edge. Clark looks over the edge.

CLARK

Lois!

But she’s landed safely on a pole. Luther is dead.

CLARK

Hang on Lois. I’ll be back soon.

Clark changes into his Superman costume and flies away.

EXT. FORREST – NIGHT

Superman looks at the flames of the crash sight. He was too late. Everyone is dead. He blows the flames out with his super breathe.

EXT. LEXCORPS BULDING – NIGHT

Superman flies near the pole Lois was hanging from but she’s gone. She’s not fallen.

SUPERMAN

Lois?

EXT. LOIS LANE’S APARTMENT – NIGHT

Superman flies outside her window. Lois, wrapped in a towel as she’s just had a shower, opens the window to let him in.

Superman flies in and they hug. Superman begins to cry.

LOIS

Oh Clark, I’m sorry.

SUPERMAN

I let those people die.

LOIS

No, you tried to save them. You did your best. Lex tricked you.

SUPERMAN

I could have lost you. I don’t know what I would have done if I had lost you too.

They kiss. Lois begins to cry too.

LOIS

I’m sorry Clark.

SUPERMAN

It’s not your fault.

LOIS

No, I can’t take this. I can’t stand to see you like this.

SUPERMAN

What are you talking about?

LOIS

I don’t think we should see each other any more. It’s just not gonna work. 

SUPERMAN

Of course it’s gonna work. Lex is gone, the world is so much closer to being crime free. And when that day come there will be no need for Superman.

LOIS

You’re going to have this day in your memory for the rest of your life and you’re going to struggle between who’s more important me or the world. I don’t want you to make that choice because either one you make you’ll regret. I don’t want to be a part of that.

SUPERMAN

So that’s it then.

LOIS

Yes.

They don’t know how to part. Both are crying.

SUPERMAN

You know what to do if you need anything.

LOIS

Just shout for help.

Superman flies out of the window. Lois looks on.

CLARK

(V.O)

She ended up marrying a policeman. Hypcrocy is a human flaw I’ve never been able to grasp.

INT. CLARK’S BEDROOM – NIGHT

Clark wakes up suddenly from his desk. The computer is still on. He hears someone come in through the back door with his super hearing. Clark rushes out of the room at super speed.

INT. CLARK’S PARENTS ROOM – SAME

Clark is suddenly by his parents bed. They are sleeping.

CLARK

Mom, dad, wake up. There’s someone in the house.

JOHNOTHAN

Go back to bed Clark. There’s no monsters in the house.

Clark grabs them and takes them out of the room at super speed.

INT. BASEMENT – SAME

Clark and his parents are now in the basement.

MARTHA

Clark, what’s going on?

CLARK

The assassin’s here, sshh.

Clark uses his x-ray vision to see what the assassin is doing. The Assassin is going up the stairs.

JOHNOTHAN

Why don’t you get the guy?

CLARK

I can’t let them know who I am.

INT. CLARK’S BEDROOM – SAME

The assassin walks in. He sees that Clark is not in his bed. The assassin is confused. He leaves the room quickly.

INT. CLARK’S PARENTS ROOM – SAME

The assassin bursts in. He’s frustrated to see that Clark’s parents aren’t in their bed. He storms out.

INT. BASEMENT – SAME

The Kent’s are listening carefully.

CLARK

He’s gone.

JOHNOTHAN

For now.

CLARK

I’ll find him and have the police arrest him. We know he has to be staying in Smallville.

INT. SMALLVILLE HOTEL/ASSASSIN’S ROOM – NIGHT

The assassin is sat on his bed carving a bullet. The police enter with hand guns pointing at the assassin.

POLICE

Freeze!

The assassin raises his arms. One cop goes to slap the coughs on him but the assassin twists his arm and grabs his gun. The other police shoot but the assassin uses the cops body as a shield and then shoots the other cops. The assassin grabs his violin case and leaves.

EXT. SMALLILLE – SUNRISE

We see the sunrise over Smallville.

INT. SMALLVILLE HOTEL – MORNING

The chief of police and other detectives are examining the scene. Clark is writing the report. There is chalk on the floor where the bodies of the dead cops were.

CHIEF

Clark, who is this man?

CLARK

I don’t know. I know he’s been sent to kill me.

CHIEF

I’m going to have someone follow you and your folks around. Make sure no harm comes to you.

CLARK

That won’t be necessary.

CHIEF

Clark, look what happened here.

EXT. SMALLVILLE STREET – DAY

Clark is walking down the street with an undercover cop following him. Clark keeps on looking back at him.

In the distance Clark sees a house on fire and here’s ‘help’. Clark, remembering himself, only runs at human speed. The cop still finds it difficult to catch up.

Outside the burning house is Kate. She’s in a state of panic.

KATE

Clark, my kids are in there.

Clark rushes into the house of flames.

UNDERCOVER COP

Clark!

INT. KATE’S HOUSE – SAME

The fire is blazing. Kate’s two children are curled up crying in the corner. Their eyes are closed. Clark run in and blows some of the fire out to get to the kids.

Clark grabs the kids and gets out as fast as possible.

EXT. KATE’S HOUSE – SAME

Clark emerges from the house with the kids. Kate runs over and hugs her kids. The undercover cop looks pissed. Kate stands up and looks at Clark.

KATE

Thanks Clark. I’m-

CLARK

Don’t worry about it.

UNDERCOVER COP

What are you trying to do, get me fired? I’m supposed to make sure you’re safe.

A fire engine pulls up outside the house and firemen get out as quick as possible. The fire chief goes over the Clark and Kate as the other firemen get the hoses out.

FIRE CHIEF

Is there any one in there?

KATE

No.

The fire chief goes and helps his men. 

UNDERCOVER COP

From now on I stick to you like glue.

EXT. HILL OVER LOOKING SMALLVILLE – NIGHT

Clark and Kate are lying on their backs looking up at the stars.

KATE

Do you think he’ll be here all night?

The undercover cop is sat in his car not so far from Clark and Kate.

CLARK

He can’t sit there forever.

KATE

Doesn’t he have a wife and kid to go home to?

Clark shrugs. They continue to look at the stars. Kate points at the moon.

KATE

It’s beautiful isn’t it? I always imagine someone there staring back.

CLARK

(Smiles)

Maybe there is.

KATE

And he looks at the world from afar, wanting to be closer. He’s jealous of the sun because everyone can see it and appreciates it- no one cares about the moon.

CLARK

There are few who appreciate it.

KATE

What do you think when you look at the stars?

CLARK

I used to think destiny. I used to think my destiny was somewhere out there.

KATE

Written in the stars?

CLARK

Something like that. But I don’t know anymore. I’m not sure what I’m supposed to do.

KATE

That’s why you’re here?

CLARK

Yeah.

KATE

Do you want to know why I’m here?

CLARK

Only if you want to tell me. You don’t have to unless you want to.

KATE

I want to tell you but I don’t want you to hate me.

CLARK

Maybe when you know me a little and I know you then you can trust me.

KATE

Clark, you saved my children lives. I feel I owe you something. You’re my own personal Superman.

They look into each others eyes.

CLARK

Wow, I’m looking into the stars and I can see my destiny again.

They kiss. Then suddenly a car horn goes off. They stop and look. The undercover cop almost fell asleep on his steering wheel.

INT. LOUNGE/KENTS HOUSE – MORNING

Clark is ironing his shirt and Martha is knitting. They watch the TV. There is a news report about the Presidential elections. There is a picture of Senator Johnson on screen.

NEWS READER

Senator Johnson is leading the votes by sixty per cent. He will be visiting the State of Kansas next and will be visiting small towns like Smallville and Littleton.

CLARK

He’s coming here?

MARTHA

Who?

CLARK

The man who tried to have me assassinated.

MARTHA

What are you going to do Clark?

INT. BATHROOM/KENTS HOUSE – MOMENTS LATER

Clark is sat on the toilet on the phone to Lois.

CLARK

I’m telling you Lois, Senator Johnson is coming here and I’m going to expose him.

LOIS

(V.O)

Don’t do anything stupid Clark.

CLARK

You’re not my editor any more so you can’t tell me what to do. But you’ll be begging me for the story. I can see the front pages now- fallen journalist uncovers madman plot.

LOIS

(V.O)

I don’t want you to embarrass yourself or get into any trouble with your new boss.

CLARK

How will I embarrass- you think I’m an embarrassment?

LOIS

(V.O)

I didn’t mean it like that. Something could go wrong and you’ll look stupid.

CLARK

That’s not going to happen.

Clark hangs up the phone. He’s working on adrenaline. He thinks and then picks up the phone again and dials Kate.

KATE

(V.O)

Hello.

CLARK

Hi. What ya doin?

KATE

(V.O)

Spending the morning with you.

INT. SMALLVILLE CAFÉ – DAY

Clark is throwing up one of Kate’s kids into the air.

CLARK

Up, up and away. Up, up and away.

The kids love Clark. Kate loves him too. They look like a happy family drinking coffee and milkshakes.

KATE’S KID

Clark, will you come to my little league game?

CLARK

I sure will.

KATE’S KID

Will you write about it?

CLARK

I will write you if you score a home run.

KATE’S KID

Cool.

The kids play about near Clark and Kate. Clark and Kate look at each other and smile.

CLARK

When I was their age I played in little league too.

KATE

I bet you looked cute in your uniform.

CLARK

I hold all the little league records.

KATE

Did they write about you?

CLARK

They always write about me.

There’s a little awkward pause. The waiter fills it by filling up their coffee cups.

KATE

I want to tell you something before this becomes serious.

Clark nods.

KATE

I feel myself falling for you and I’m scared.

CLARK

Why?

KATE

The reason I left Detroit. My boyfriend, the father of my children used to beat me and sometimes the kids. They say there’s not crime but shit like that still happens. And no one here’s about it- not even Superman.

CLARK

So, you left him?

KATE

One night he pulled a knife on me and said he was going to kill me. I shot him. I bought a gun and killed him. The police certainly caught me for that crime but the judge over turned it because I was protecting myself. But I couldn’t stay there anymore so I wanted to move to somewhere small and isolated.

Clark doesn’t know what to say. He stands up a bit shocked.

CLARK

I thought you just moved here to give your kids a better life. You killed someone?

Kate is shocked by Clark’s response. Clark sits back down.

CLARK

I’m sorry. Things like that shouldn’t happen to anyone. I’m just a little shocked. I’m glad you told me.

She kisses him.

CLARK

I have to go to the voting station.

INT. SMALLVILLE HIGH – DAY

Lots of people are here to listen to speech’s by the presidential candidates. There are few reporters at the front of the crowd. Senator Johnson stands on stage.

JOHNSON

I will carry the flag of the last President and make sure there is peace and prosperity for all.

Everyone claps. Clark shouts out from the crowd.

CLARK

Senator Johnson, what happened to the last president was tragic, how are you going to make sure it doesn’t happen again? If the President isn’t safe then who is?

The place is silent. Johnson takes a long pause looking a little angry.

JOHNSON

What happened to the President was tragic and I give my deepest sympathies.

CLARK

You didn’t answer my-

JOHNSON

This isn’t the time for questions Mr Kent. Thank you for interrupting my speech.

Clark walks away from the crowd.

JOHNSON

The last President eradicated war and crime. I wish to move into an era where there is no hunger, no famine, no poor.

The crowd cheer.

INT. SMALLVILLE HIGH – LATER

People are voting a polling stations. Clark is at one. He obviously doesn’t vote for Johnson. As Clark puts his vote in he uses his x-ray vision to look at the other votes. Most of them are NOT marked Johnson. Clark smiles and moves away.

Clark looks around the room.

CLARK

Now where’s Johnson.

Clark uses his x-ray vision to look through the walls. He sees Senator Johnson hand some people some money. They’re the people who count the votes. The assassin stands in the corner.

JOHNSON

Don’t make it look too obvious. I’m leading by sixty per cent. We can afford to let that go down to fifty.

CLARK

He’s got the whole thing rigged. Why? Why does he want to become president so bad?

INT. SMALLVILLE GAZETTE – DAY

Clark is at his editor’s desk.

EDITOR

What do you think you were doing interrupting Senator Johnson? You’re no longer a hot shot reporter. You work for me now.

CLARK

He has the whole thing rigged. He’s paying the people who count the votes to make him win.

EDITOR

You’re seeing conspiracies everywhere Clark. What’s wrong with you?

CLARK

It’s no in my imagination. I’m going to get you proof.

EDITOR

This is the Smallville Gazette, not The Daily Planet. Stay away from Johnson, concentrate on High School football and cookie sales and you’ll stay out of trouble. Now I hear you have a little league game to go to.

CLARK

I’m not going.

Clark leaves.

INT. KENT’S HOUSE – DAY

Clark is sitting on the couch looking a little worried and distraught. His parents sit next to him and comfort him.

CLARK

I don’t know what to do about Kate. I like her a lot. I never liked someone this much since Lois. But she’s not what I imagined. 

MARTHA

Clark, you’re looking for a Superwoman and I’m sorry to tell you that she doesn’t exist. There is no such thing as Superwoman.

JOHNOTHAN

And don’t measure all women to Lois she was special but Kate is special in her own way too.

CLARK

All I want to do is protect her but how can I protect someone from feelings?

MARTHA

By being understanding. Send her some flowers to let her know you still care.

Clark and Johnothan stare at Martha. She’s having a nose bleed.

MARTHA

What?

Martha touches her nose and has blood on her hands. She starts freaking out. Clark and Johnothan get up and try and help her. Johnothan gets Martha to hold her nose up.

JOHNOTHAN

Get me some tissue.

Clark freezes a little. Looking round wondering where some tissue is. Then using his super speed he is back with some tissue. Johnothan is trying to stop the bleeding. Martha is beginning to faint.

CLARK

What should I do dad?

JOHNOTHAN

Start the car up. We’ll take her to the hospital.

CLARK

I’ll take her to the hospital quickly.

JOHNOTHAN

You know you can’t do that. Just start the car up.

Clark freezes.

JOHNOTHAN

Now!

Clark goes to start the car up. Johnothan gets Martha to stand up. She’s faint. He slowly walks her towards the door.

INT. HOSPITAL ROOM – NIGHT

Martha is a sleep in the bed. She is not good. Johnothan sits by her side. He’s scared. Clark stands in the corner watching his mother sleep. Clark’s dad tries to break the silence.

JOHNOTHAN

I remember when your mother-

CLARK

Don’t talk like that. She’s not dead yet. She’s gonna make it. She’ll be okay.

Clark’s dad looks sad at his soon. Kate walks in.

KATE

Clark, I’m so sorry.

Kate gives Clark a hug.

KATE

Is she okay?

Clark nods.

JOHNOTHAN

Maybe we should give Martha some rest.

INT. HOSPITAL/CORRIDOR – SAME

Clark and Kate leave the room. The walk down the corridor towards the coffee machine.

CLARK

I’m sorry I could make it to your sons little league game.

KATE

Hey, it’s all right. He understands.

CLARK

I’m sorry, I’m just- when her nose bled I was helpless. I couldn’t do anything.

KATE

What could you have done?

CLARK

I don’t know. My mom’s dying and I have no power to help her. For the first time in my life I feel weak.

KATE

Everything’s going to be okay Clark. I’m here for you.

CLARK

Why? Why are you here?

KATE

Because I love you. I want to be there for you.

CLARK

Why do you love me? Is it because I saved your children’s lives? Don’t love me just for that.

KATE

It’s not like that. What’s wrong with you?

CLARK

I’m sick of people loving me for saving their lives, why can’t they just love me for who I am.

KATE

Who are you Clark? Because I don’t know anymore. The look on your father’s face says he doesn’t know and I’m sure every morning when you look in that mirror that you don’t know either.

CLARK

What about you? I don’t know. You killed someone, took a life.

Kate is speechless. She grabs a cup of coffee.

KATE

I was expecting you to say you loved me back. 

CLARK

We don’t know each other, how can we love one another.

Kate walks away down the corridor not looking back at Clark. He knows he’s blown it. He wants to punch the machine but stops knowing the consequences.

EXT/INT. FORTRESS OF SOLITUDE/NORTH POLE

Clark flies into his fortress of solitude. It’s a cold place covered in crystals. Clark walks over to a chamber where he puts a crystal in. A hologram of Jor-El, Clark’s Kyptonion father, appears.

JOR-EL

My son. You consult my wisdom?

CLARK

I don’t know why I’m talking to you. You’re just a hologram.

JOR-EL

I’m more than a hologram Kal-El. I have the distinct personality of your father and his sense of humour.

Jor-El reaches out to Clark and pretends he has Clark’s nose with his thumb. Clark isn’t impressed.

CLARK

My work here is done. I know longer have a destiny to achieve. I’m now a normal human being with useless powers.

JOR-EL

And they don’t have a retirement plan for superheroes on this planet?

Clark doesn’t find it funny.

JOR-EL

You never had an obligation to become Superman. That was a choice you made to help the people of earth. You always had an obligation to be Clark Kent. And I’m guessing things aren’t great in his life too.

CLARK

My human mother is dying. I’m powerless to help her. There’s a girl who I think I’m falling in love with but has a past and my career as a reporter is down the drain. Everyone thinks I’m seeing conspiracy theories because I’m in so much trouble.

JOR-EL

The past, the present and the future. What a funny thing time is. And you believe destiny has something to do with time. Destiny is the end of all things, the end of time. We are all destined to die, even you. But what’s beyond that Kal-El? What’s beyond destiny?

CLARK

What should I do about my problems?

JOR-EL

Time is a healer of many things.

Jor-El hugs Clark. And then the hologram disappears.

INT. HOSPITAL ROOM – NIGHT

The clock on the wall says 1 AM. Clark’s mom is asleep. Clark’s dad has gone home. Clark sits at his mom’s side.

CLARK

Don’t be afraid of death, mom.

EXT. SMALLVILLE STREET/PARADE – DAY

There is a parade put on by the presidential candidates. A marching band leads the parade. Each candidate has a float. 

Clark is watching in the crowd. Practically everyone in Smallville is there.

CLARK

This is stupid.

Clark looks across the crowd and sees Kate. She looks back at him and then moves away. Clark regrets what he said to her.

INT. HOUSE ON STREET – SAME

The assassin is by the window setting up his gun.

EXT. PARADE/SMALLVILLE STREET – SAME

Clark is looking for senator Johnson. Johnson’s float is coming up. Both men stare at each other in the eye. Johnson does a trigger sign with his hand and then a shot from a window hits Clark. The bullet bounces off and hits someone else.

The crowd start screaming and going wild. Everyone runs away. Body guards cover the senators. 

Clark uses his x-ray vision to find the Assassin. Nothing, he’s gone.

INT. SMALLVILLE GAZETTE – DAY

Clark is sat at his desk typing up his story. His editor approaches.

EDITOR

It’s time to be a hot shot reporter. Who would have though, an assassination attempt in Smallville.

CLARK

It wasn’t aimed at the senators.

EDITOR

How do you know that? I know the assassin was a bad shot but who else was there that was worthy to kill.

CLARK

The press.

EDITOR

(Laughs)

I hope you didn’t put that in your report.

The editor leaves Clark. Clark picks up the phone and dials.

LOIS

(V.O)

Lois Lane.

CLARK

That bullet was for me.

LOIS

(V.O)

Clark?

CLARK

The bullet bounced off me and hit that guy. It wasn’t an assassination attempt on the senators. And the whole thing was set up by Johnson.

LOIS

(V.O)

Where’s your proof? Are you going to tell the police that a bullet bounced off you?

CLARK

What happened to the Lois who always went on her gut instinct and had a sense of adventure?

Clark looks up from the phone. Standing there is the minister of defence. Clark hangs up the phone immediately.

MINISTER OF DEFENCE

I’ve got stories that will keep your front pages busy for a long time, Superman.

Clark smiles.

EXT. MARKET PLACE/CHINA – DAY

Clark and the minister of denfence walk through a crowded market in china. It’s a safe place.

M.O.D

Johnson doesn’t know who you are yet but he will. And he’ll find some way to get you out of the picture.

CLARK

Why does he want to be President so bad?

M.O.D

First he’ll cure hunger and have the world on his side. Then he’ll play one country off against another and bit by bit he’ll conquer countries. It’s not enough that America is at peace with the world, he wants control of the world. Not for any great gain except to immortalize himself and be known as the great president that ruled the world.

CLARK

Like the ceasar’s of Rome.

M.O.D

Exactly.

CLARK

So are you prepared for your story to go world wide?

M.O.D

I can’t stand by and watch him ruin America.

CLARK

They’ll try and find you.

M.O.D

Only once the story is out. Until then they’re still after you.

INT. SMALLVILLE HOTEL – NIGHT

The assassin is carving a bullet while sitting on the bed. Senator Johnson is pacing up and down the room.

JOHNSON

How could you miss?

ASSASSIN

I never miss.

JOHNSON

So how do you explain today? Were you aiming for that guy you shot?

ASSASSIN

The bullet hit Kent.

JOHNSON

(sarcastically)

Oh, did it? I guess it just bounced right off him.

ASSASSIN

I know what I saw.

The assassin puts on his glasses and then realises something. Johnson is still pacing.

ASSASSIN

When was the last time anyone saw Superman?

JOHNSON

Not since just after the assassination.

ASSASSIN

Do we still have that kryptonite?

JOHNSON

What are you getting at?

The assassin takes off his glasses.

ASSASSIN

I’m going hunting. And I’m going to kill two birds with one stone.

Senator Johnson now gets it.

INT. JOEL’S PLACE – NIGHT

Johnothan is drinking at the bar with his friends. Clark walks in and straight over.

CLARK

Dad, I’m going back to Metropolis. I’ve found my witness.

JOHNOTHAN

I’ll call you to let you know how mom’s doing.

CLARK

(whispers)

Don’t drink too much.

Clark looks to the side and sees Kate working. Clark walks over.

CLARK

Can I talk to you for a second?

KATE

You’re going back to Metropolis. For good?

CLARK

I’ll be back.

KATE

For how long?

CLARK

(Shrugs)

I don’t know.

KATE

Maybe- maybe I did love you for saving my kids lives. 

CLARK

Oh.

KATE

But the thing is I need saving too. I love you cause you’re there. I love you because you’re Clark Kent. If you’re not around I don’t know what I’d do. The world seems a safer place when you’re around.

Clark and Kate look into each others eyes.

KATE

Wow, I’ve looked into the stars and I’ve seen my destiny.

Clark wants to say something back but lets it go.

CLARK

I have gotta fly.

Clark backs away slowly and leaves.

EXT. SMALLVILE – NIGHT

Clark exits Joel’s place and flies into the night sky.

INT. SMALLVILLE HOTEL – NIGHT

The assassin is carving a bullet out of Kryptonite. His art has reached a new level.

Senator Johnson has walked in.

JOHNSON

We’ve picked something up on satellites. It’s Kent, he’s moving towards Metropolis.

The assassin smiles.

EXT. METROPOLIS – DAWN

Clark flies by the tall buildings of Metropolis.

INT. CLARK’S APARTMENT – DAY

Clark stands in front of the mirror. He is buttoning his shirt over his Superman costume. Then finally he puts his glasses back on.

EXT. METROPOLIS STREET – DAY

The assassin carrying his violin case walks down the street. He stops for a minute to admire a concert hall. And then he passes.

EXT. ANOTHER METROPOLIS STREET – DAY

Clark is walking and comes by a news stand. He buys a copy of The daily Planet. The front page is about elections. “Senator Johnson leading by fifty per cent”

EXT. DAILY PLANET – DAY

There are lots of people walking by. Johnny Olsen exits the building and spots Clark.

JOHNNY

Mr Kent. It’s great to see you again. The place isn’t the same without you.

CLARK

I’m only back to talk to Lois. She up there?

JOHNNY

She never leaves.

CLARK

Good to see you again Johnny. Say hi to your dad for me.

JOHNNY

Will do Mr Kent.

INT. DAILY PLANET – DAY

The elevator opens. Clark smells the air as he gets out. He misses this place. Straight away he gets a lot of “good to have you back CK”. He strolls right through to Lois’s office.

INT. LOIS LANE’S OFFICE - SAME

Clark knock’s on the door. Lois, still on the phone, signals Clark in.

LOIS

(On Phone)

Yes sir. I will sir. Goodbye.

CLARK

Who was that?

LOIS

The minister of defense. Seems like your story checks out. Good reporting Clark.

CLARK

Jealous?

LOIS

We’ll have to inform the FBI.

CLARK

I’m sure Superman can handle it.

LOIS

That assassin is still out there. Be careful.

CLARK

Come on Lois. I’m faster than a speeding bullet. I can leap the tallest buildings. More powerful than a locomotive.

Clark starts to hear faint bullets firing outside. People are screaming. 

LOIS

What is it?

CLARK

Something’s wrong outside.

Clark walks away. Lois follows.

INT. DAILY PLANET – SAME

Clark and Lois walk quickly towards the elevator.

LOIS

I’m coming with you.

CLARK

No, stay here.

LOIS

Like hell I am. 

They both get in the elevator.

EXT. DAILY PLANET – DAY

Clark walks out of the building. Lois stays at the door. They are shocked to see dead bodies on the street scattered around. Clark doesn’t know what to do. He looks at Lois.

INT. BUILDING ACROSS THE STREET – SAME

The assassin is by the window.

ASSASSIN

(At normal pitch)

I know you can hear me Clark. Or should I call you Superman? Or do you prefer Kal-El? So many names. How do you choose? So who are you? 

EXT. DAILY PLANET – SAME

CLARK

(Shouts)

What do you want?

ASSASSIN

I want to kill you. But I’m a hunter, a gamesman. To simply shoot maybe my greatest prize wouldn’t be fun at all, would it?

CLARK

(Shouts)

Go ahead, shoot, see what happens.

ASSASSIN

Now don’t be so confident. I have carved a bullet out of kryptonite. It will kill you.

CLARK

(Shouts)

Then shoot me. Don’t be such a fucking pussy.

ASSASSIN

Now you’re shitting yourself. You’ve met your match. Someone on equal terms.

CLARK

(Shouts)

This isn’t equal terms. You have an unfair advantage.

ASSASSIN

Oh, as if you were always on equal terms with your enemies. Now I have the upper hand, you got a problem.

CLARK

(Shouts)

So, what’s it gonna be?

ASSASSIN

Look around you. There are still people around watching.

Clark looks around and sees people looking through windows and out of doors.

ASSASSIN

And in about five minutes the police will show up. I know you’re itching to get out the Superman costume. I’m dying to see it too. Killing Clark Kent wouldn’t be the same. But there’s a problem isn’t there. You don’t want anyone to know your really identity so you can lead a normal life. And the thing is you also feel burdened to tell the whole world so they can feel you pain. Ah, the torment you must bare.

(laughs)

As you can see to both you’re right and left are phonebooth’s. Now I can only target one seeing your ‘faster than a speeding bullet’. So whenever you’re ready.

Clark looks back at Lois. She looks scared. Clark looks left and then right. Then at super speed he dashes into a phone both. The assassin shoots.

LOIS

Clark!

There is no movement in the phonebooth.

EXT. DAILY PLANET – SECONDS LATER

The assassin emerges from a building. He can see people staring at him. He holds his gun up just in case Clark isn’t dead. He looks over at the Daily Planet and sees Lois crying.

He approaches the phonebooth with caution. He opens it to see Clark in Superman costume blooded on the floor. Clark is still stiring a little.

The assassin smiles and then holds the gun to Superman’s forehead to finish off the job. He notices he’s still wearing glasses. The assassin takes them off.

ASSASSIN

I want to look into your eyes.

Superman grabs the assassin’s gun and then bends it in half. The assassin looks worried and looks at where he shot Superman- in the shoulder.

ASSASSIN

I never miss.

Superman grabs the assassin by the throat and stands up. Superman tries to fly but is very weak. He drags the assassin down the street. Lois runs out of the Daily Planet.

LOIS

Clark, we have to get you to a hospital.

Superman doesn’t listen. He carries on dragging the assassin down the street.

EXT. RAILROAD – DAY

Superman drags the assassin onto a railroad track. Superman can see a train in the distance. It’s hooting for them to get out of the way.

ASSASSIN

What are you doing? You’ll die too.

Superman carries walking towards the train, it’s suicide and he’s taking the assassin with him.

An image of Kate flashes in Superman’s head.

KATE

(V.O)

But the thing is I need saving too. I love you cause you’re there. I love you because you’re Clark Kent. If you’re not around I don’t know what I’d do. The world seems a safer place when you’re around.

The train gets closer and closer. It’s just about to hit them when Superman changes his mind and moves out of the way.

Superman and the assassin roll down a little hill. Superman is unconscious. The assassin is a little hurt but gets up. He pulls a gun out at Superman. Then the assassin decides not to shoot him and walks away.

EXT. RAILROAD – LATER

Lois wakes Superman up. FBI and an ambulance crew are all around.

LOIS

Superman, wake up.

Superman regain consciousness. The paramedic takes the kryptonite bullet out of Superman.

LOIS

So, you are only mortal.

SUPERMAN

I’m still alive, aren’t I?

Lois smiles. The paramenidcs put Superman on a stretcher and put him in an ambulance. Lois gets in with him.

EXT. METROPOLIS STREET – DAY

The front page of the Daily Planet says “Minister of Defense accuses Johnson in assassination of President.” Lot’s of people are picking up the Daily Planet.

INT. SENATOR JOHNSON’S HOME – DAY

Johnson is packing his packing his bags. A SWAT team come into the house through all the windows and doors. They arrest Senator Johnson.

INT. DAILY PLANET – DAY

Everyone has a copy of Clark’s book entitled “I AM SUPERMAN by Clark Kent and Superman”. Everyone is in awe of the revelations they are receiving.

INT. LOIS LANE’S OFFICE – SAME

Clark is sat at Lois’s desk with Lois. She hands him a cup of coffee and he re-heats it with his eyes.

LOIS

So, do you want your job back?

CLARK

No.

LOIS

No?

CLARK

I think my destiny lies there- for now.

LOIS

Well I’m sure your book is going to be a best seller and that you’ll be able to live off it for a long time. But your identity is out.

CLARK

I had to bury then demon. I can’t deny who I am and what I am. (BEAT) So what are you going to do with yourself?

LOIS

I might write a book too.

CLARK

(Smiles)

So, you gonna keep in touch?

LOIS

Always.

CLARK

And you know what to do if you need me?

LOIS

Just shout for help.

Clark and Lois hug. 

CLARK

So, what’s tomorrow’s front pages gonna be Ms Lane?

LOIS

I may review your book.

Clark leaves.

INT. DAILY PLANET – SAME

Clark walks through the floor everyone stares at him. Some say “hey, Clark- er,Superman, Clark.”

INT. KATE’S BEDROOM - NIGHT

Kate walks into her room to find a telescope there. She’s never seen it before. Kate walks cautiously towards the telescope and looks through it. It’s pointed at the moon. Engraved in the moon is “I love you”. In the background Peter Gabriel’s “In your eyes” plays.

Clark flies near the window. Kate smiles at him.

KATE

You’re full of suprises Clark.

CLARK

I need saving too. You’re my Superwoman. I don’t need to look at the stars to see my destiny. I just have to look at you and into your eyes. I know we’re meant to be together even after time.

KATE

Come closer. My super hearing can’t hear you.

Clark flies closer. Kate kisses him.

CLARK

(V.O)

A kiss to me is like kryptonite. It makes me weak, it makes me human. Love is the greatest human quality of all- something my parents taught me. Then if a kiss is my kryptonite then love is my sun that re-strengthens me. 

INT. RESTAURANT/PARIS – NIGHT

Clark and Kate are having dinner in Paris.

CLARK

(V.O)

My powers caused by your yellow sun give me gifts that enrich my life.

EXT. FUNERAL – DAY

It’s a dark day. There is a large gathering around MARTHA KENT’S tombstone. Clark is comforted by Kate. Johnothan stands beside them trying to look strong.

CLARK

(V.O)

I was born under a red sun and it makes me realize out there I am still mortal and my life is as fragile as everyone else. But I know that life, whether rich or poor, is precious. Human life is precious. And I wanted you to know that I’m more than a bird, I’m more than a plane, I’m more than a guy in tights.

INT. LOIS LANE’S OFFICE – DAY

Lois is almost crying as she finishes the book.

LOIS/CLARK

I am man.

INT. KATE’S BEDROOM – NIGHT

Clark enters the bedroom wearing a robe. Kate is wearing a sexy undergarment. She sits on the bed.

KATE

Help! Help!

CLARK

This looks like a job for Superman!

Clark undresses his robe to reveal his superman costume. 

SHOT OF SUPERMAN CREST

FADE OUT:

