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THE DELPHI CRYSTAL

It is clear at first.  Then it shows the SUPERIMPOSED IMAGE of

MERMAN’S illustration.  He is an average-looking man.

SYBIL

She is drawing the illustration while she looks into the crystal.  She is seated at the dining-room table.  HAWKINS and DOVER walk over to her and look over her shoulder.




SYBIL



Here is your latest quarry.





DOVER



Nothing to write home about.





HAWKINS



Except for the super-powers







part.





SYBIL


If he does possess supernatural






abilities, Mr. Hawkins.  He may






just be another killer.





DOVER



Oh, that’s reassuring.





SYBIL


In any event.  You both have a






date with destiny.  And I have



a date with a federal agent.




HAWKINS




(sarcastically)



Whew hew.  You still got it,







Sybil.





SYBIL



The only thing he wants from me






is information.


Dover winks at Hawkins.  Then she smirks at Sybil.
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DOVER


I don’t know.  You always manage



to kick us out of the house







whenever he comes by.





SYBIL



Good idea, Miss Dover.  Please






leave now.

She hands the illustration to Hawkins.  He smirks at Dover.





HAWKINS



You know, I think we hit a nerve.





DOVER



This Victor Miles must be a real






looker.





SYBIL



Yes, he is a looker.  He looks






for the worst criminals in 







America.  Now if you both stop






acting childish, you have work






to do.
Sybil gets out of her seat.  Hawkins closes his eyes and concentrates.





HAWKINS



Hmm.  He’s not too far away.



He’s wearing a trench coat.



With a lot of pockets.





DOVER



Potential thief.  That will be






a first.




SYBIL


That will make your mission







easier.  You had best hurry.

Sybil takes their arms and leads them out of the dining room.





HAWKINS


Holy bum’s rush, Sybil.
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INT. SYBIL’S MANSION/KITCHEN – NIGHT
Sybil is brewing some coffee.  She takes some coffee mugs out of the cabinet.  One is pink with a rose on it.  The other mug is white.

She opens the setting in her ring to reveal white powder in it.  She pours the white powder into the white cup.

She then pours the coffee into the cups.  She uses a spoon to stir the powder into the coffee.  The doorbell RINGS.  Sybil checks her watch.





SYBIL



Right on time.

A silver platter is near her.  Two coffee plates, a creamer, and a sugar dispenser are on it.  Sybil puts the cups on the plates.  Then she takes the platter and exits the kitchen.
INT. THE FRONT DOOR/LIVING ROOM – NIGHT
Sybil opens the door to reveal VICTOR MILES, a thirty-something FBI agent.  Victor is wearing a dark-gray business suit, the 

stereotypical clothes for a federal agent.  They smile at one another.





VICTOR



Hello . . . “Sybil.”





SYBIL



Hello . . . “Mr. Miles.”

He enters.  She closes the door.





SYBIL (CONT’D)


Please follow me.

They walk to the sofa.  On the coffee table is the platter and a thick file.





VICTOR



Mmmm.  Love that aroma.  I wish






I could make coffee the way







that you do.
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SYBIL



It is only a matter of mixing







the ingredients properly.



Please sit down.

They sit on opposite ends of the sofa.





SYBIL (CONT’D)



Do you still take it with cream






and sugar?





VICTOR



Only here.

She puts the ingredients into his cups while they talk.





VICTOR (CONT’D)



It’s strange.  I only crave







coffee when I come here.





SYBIL



Have you stopped drinking







coffee altogether?





VICTOR



Only when I visit you.  But



I’m not so jittery anymore.

She stirs his coffee.





SYBIL



That is good.  You also lost







some weight, I see.

She hands him his cup.





VICTOR



Thank you for noticing.  I’ve







lost five pounds this week.

He takes a sip.  Sybil pours cream into her cup.




SYBIL



Have you been working out?
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VICTOR



Not really.  I’m too busy with






my job.  But I’m eating healthier






now.





SYBIL



Well, that is good.

She takes a sip.  He looks at the file.





VICTOR



America’s most wanted, I presume.





SYBIL



For this week, anyway.





VICTOR



Sybil, you’ve got to tell me







me how you locate all of these






criminals.





SYBIL



Mr. Miles, that has to remain







my little secret.




(with authority)


Do you understand?
Victor becomes mesmerized and speaks in a monotone voice.





VICTOR



Yes, Sybil.





SYBIL



Why did you bring that up?





VICTOR



I had to ask.  My superiors are






wondering how you’re doing this.





SYBIL



They are getting suspicious of






our . . . get-togethers?





VICTOR



Yes.
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SYBIL



But I am making their jobs easier.






Why should they be complaining






now?





VICTOR



Because they are getting bored.






You’ve made catching crooks too






easy.  They need someone else







to focus on.





SYBIL




(with a slight laugh)



I make America a safer place to






live, and the government has a






problem with that.  Oh, what







fools you mortals be.  Do any







of your superiors wish to meet






with me?





VICTOR



Just one.  Special Agent Chad







Martin.  He is raising the biggest






fuss over this.




SYBIL



Then I shall meet Mr. Martin.



Tell him that he can visit my







mansion at any time that he







wants.  And I shall convince







him that I need to keep my







methods a secret.  Do give







him my phone number.





VICTOR



I will.





SYBIL



Now be yourself again and finish






your coffee.





VICTOR



Yes, Sybil.
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Victor drinks the rest of his coffee.  He smiles at Sybil.  He is no longer mesmerized.





VICTOR (Cont’d)



Delicious as always.  Well, I







hate to leave, but I must be







going.





SYBIL



I wish we could meet under less






dire circumstances.





VICTOR



Me, too.  But what are you going






to do?

He takes the file and then stands up.





VICTOR (CONT’D)



Thanks for the coffee.

She stands up.





SYBIL



Do try to get more exercise,







Mr. Miles.





VICTOR


Please.  Call me Victor.





SYBIL



Perhaps when we know one another






better.  Good night.





VICTOR



Good night.

She shows him to the door.  She opens it, and he goes outside.




VICTOR (CONT’D)



See you later.





SYBIL



Au revoir . . . 
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She closes the door.  Then she leans against it.  She looks up with a faraway gaze.





SYBIL (CONT’D)



Victor.  If only I could get you






interested in me with just my







feminine wiles.

EXT. A JEWELRY STORE/ALLEYWAY - NIGHT 

MERMAN stands in front of the back door, which is metallic.  He wears a trench coat, a sweat suit, and sneakers.  He touches the door.  Then his body crackles with electricity.
INT. THE JEWELRY STORE – NIGHT

The door crackles with electricity.  Then the store crackles with energy.




MERMAN (V.O.)



Let the juice flow and short-







circuit all of the alarms!

The store alarm shorts out.  So do the security cameras.  The overhead night light shatters it florescent tube.  The glass displays shatter as well.




MERMAN (V.O. CONT’D)



There we go!

The electricity stops crackling.

RESUME MERMAN

He steps back several feet.  Then he runs to the door, leaps, and kicks in the door.  As the door falls down, he lands on his feet.  Then he enters the store.

INT. THE JEWELRY STORE – NIGHT
Merman begins stuffing the jewels into his coat pockets.





MERMAN (V.O.)



Yes!  This is so easy!  And







I deserve this!
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He goes to another display and removes the jewels.  As he does this, he ponders.




MERMAN (V.O. CONT’D)


I wonder how I’m going to sell






these things.

He looks out the front window.  A WOMAN outside the store is 
speaking on her cell phone.  She does not notice Merman.





MERMAN (V.O. CONT’D)


She doesn’t see me.  And we’re






going to keep it that way.
He exits out the back door.

EXT. THE JEWELRY STORE/ALLEYWAY - NIGHT
Merman runs out of the back door.  He leaps high into the air and lands on  
ROOFTOP #1

Merman lands on the roof.  Then he runs the length of the roof and leaps to

ROOFTOP #2 

He lands on it.  Then he resume running.  He runs across the length of the roof.  Then he leaps off of it.  
HAWKINS AND DOVER IN FLIGHT

Hawkins holds the illustration and has his eyes closed.  Dover 
leads him on their way.  Hawkins frowns and opens his eyes.




HAWKINS



This is strange.





DOVER



What is?





HAWKINS



I saw this guy in an alleyway.



Then he disappeared.  But now













  10





HAWKINS (CONT’D)



I’m seeing him leap from roof







to roof.  And he’s doing it







without working up a sweat.















DOVER


Sounds like a Zodiac Killer.


I wonder which one he is.





HAWKINS



We’ll find out soon enough.

He separates from Dover and flies to the side.  She follows him.

INT. AN ALLEYWAY – NIGHT
Merman lands in it.  Then he casually walks down the pathway.





MERMAN (V.O.)



Where am I going to find a







fence?  I can’t just look up







one in the phone book.




(a beat, sighs loudly)



Damn it.  I can steal whatever






I want, but I can’t sell it.


And if I rob people, I’ll have






to kill them.



(a beat, ponders)



Actually I wouldn’t mind that.



But I can’t risk being seen.







My picture might wind up on a







cell phone or something.




(growls)



God, this is so frustrating!

Merman crackles with electricity.

HAWKINS AND DOVER IN FLIGHT

He frowns.





HAWKINS



Now he’s gone again.
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RESUME MERMAN

He looks at himself and sighs.





MERMAN (V.O.)



I’m going to blow myself up!

Then he stops creating his energy field.

RESUME HAWKINS AND DOVER IN FLIGHT
Hawkins frowns again.





HAWKINS



Now he’s back again.  What is







going on?





DOVER


Maybe when he uses his power,







he disrupts yours.





HAWKINS



No, that’s not it.  I saw him







when he was leaping from one







roof to another.




(a beat, ponders)


Maybe I’m losing my powers.





DOVER


Sybil wouldn’t let that happen.



There must be a logical








explanation.

MERMAN
He hears the COOS and SCREECHES of birds.  He looks up and sees the DOVE and HAWK heading for him.





MERMAN


What the hell?




(smiles)



Hey, target practice!

He aims at the birds.  Then he projects electricity at them.  The birds MORPH into Dover and Hawkins.  Merman reacts.
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HAWKINS



Whoa!





DOVER


Oh, my God!





MERMAN



Holy--Flying people!

Hawkins and Dover avoid the electrical blasts.  Dover flies higher in the air.  Hawkins lands.  The electricity flows harmlessly through Dover, but it blasts Hawkins.  He yells 
in pain and then passes out.




DOVER


Harry!





MERMAN



What’s going on?  You should be






hit, too!

Dover starts to land.  She is stopped by:





SYBIL (V.O.)



Miss Dover, do not land!

SYBIL

She sits on her sofa and looks into the Delphi Crystal.  It shows the SUPERIMPOSED IMAGE of Dover inside of it.





SYBIL



His electricity cannot harm you






because you are not grounded!

MERMAN AND DOVER
He now projects his power at her.  She is unaffected and points at him.





DOVER



You love me!  You now see and







hear the real me!

Merman is not affected.
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MERMAN



I already see and hear you!





DOVER



What?  You love me!  You must







obey me!





MERMAN



Love you?  Obey you?  Are you







crazy?





SYBIL (V.O.)



His electrical powers are







interfering with yours, Miss







Dover!





DOVER



We’re at an impasse!





SYBIL (V.O.)



Prepare yourself for a very







loud shout, Miss Dover!
HAWKINS

He lies unconscious in the alleyway.





SYBIL (V.O.)




(screams at the top




of her lungs)



MR. HAWKINS!  WAKE UP!
He immediately wakes up.




HAWKINS



Huh?  What?





SYBIL (V.O.)



Start flying!  Now!

Hawkins hovers off of the ground.  Then he looks all around.




HAWKINS


What’s going on?
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RESUME MERMAN AND DOVER

He still projects electricity at her.





SYBIL (V.O.)



Miss Dover, stop using your







power on him, but pretend to



keep on using it!  Let him tire






himself out!




(a beat)


Mr. Hawkins, fly near him!

Hawkins flies behind Merman.  Merman panics.





MERMAN



No!  Get away from me, you



freaks!

Merman leaps out of the scene.  The heroes start to follow


him.





SYBIL (V.O.)


No!  Let him go!  Mr. Hawkins







needs to be healed of his







injuries!  And he needs water







after being electrocuted!
The heroes hover as they look at each other.





DOVER



Can you fly?





HAWKINS



Just barely.





DOVER



Land.

They do.





DOVER (CONT’D)’



There’s a convenience store







nearby.  We can buy some water






in there.  Just lean on me.
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He leans on her.  They walk.





HAWKINS


But that guy--





SYBIL (V.O.)


He can wait.  You must tend to






Mr. Hawkins first, Miss Dover.





DOVER



What Zodiac sign lets him create






lightning and leap like a frog?





SYBIL (V.O.)



I believe that he is the Pisces






Zodiac Killer.





HAWKINS



Pisces the fish?





SYBIL (V.O.)



Pisces is the sign of two fish,



Mr. Hawkins.  So I believe that






this man has the powers of an







electric eel and a flying fish.





HAWKINS



Electric eel.  Lightning.  Makes



sense.





DOVER



And flying fish have very strong






muscles that propel them out of






the water.





SYBIL (CONT’D)


When he used his electrical







powers, it cancelled out Miss







Dover’s love spell.  So they







may have cancelled out Mr.







Hawkins’s tracking powers as







well.

He nods his head.
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HAWKINS



That would explain why he kept






disappearing on me.





SYBIL (V.O.)


Can you locate him, Mr. Hawkins?





HAWKINS



Yeah.  He’s running down a street.



I think he’s going home.  He looks



very scared.





SYBIL (V.O.)



As well he should be.  You just






let me know where he lives.  I






will take care of him.
INT. THE MERMAN’S APARTMENT/BEDROOM – NIGHT
It is the typical bachelor pad.  Merman fills his suitcases 

with his clothes as fast as he can.  Then he takes the luggage

to the apartment door.  He opens it.

HAWKINS AND DOVER

They are seated in Sybil’s living room.  Dover shines the Delphi Crystal’s beam on Hawkins.  Then it stops.





DOVER



I thought only Sybil could use






the crystal.





HAWKINS



It still worked.

RESUME THE MERMAN’S APARTMENT - NIGHT

Sybil stands in the doorway.  She blows white powder from her ring setting.  The powder flies into his face.  He instantly becomes mesmerized.

RESUME HAWKINS AND DOVER

Hawkins has his eyes closed and concentrates.
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HAWKINS



Sybil blew some kind of powder






in his face!  Now he looks--





SYBIL (V.O.)



You shall forget about my using






the powder of suggestion.



Especially on yourselves.

Hawkins and Dover stiffen.  They become mesmerized.  Then they shake their heads and snap back to normal.





DOVER



What is she doing?





HAWKINS



Looking very pissed.

RESUME SYBIL AND MERMAN




SYBIL


I am very angry at you.  You







nearly cost me one of my agents.



Please let me in.




MERMAN




(in monotone voice)



Please come in.

She enters.  He closes the door.  She notices the suitcases.





SYBIL


Leaving town?





MERMAN 



Escaping from two freaks of







nature.





SYBIL



It takes one to know one.



When you bought the Pisces







Elixir, were you alone?




MERMAN



Yes.













  18




SYBIL



Did you tell anyone that it







gave you super-powers?

Merman shakes his head.





MERMAN



No.  I kept them to myself.





SYBIL



Good.  Now stop breathing.







Both voluntarily and



involuntarily.

Merman exhales, but he does not inhale.  He clutches his throat.




SYBIL (CONT’D)



Do not use your powers.








Both voluntarily and








involuntarily.  We would








not want your unconscious



body to electrify this . . .







nice apartment.

Merman struggles to stand.  Then he falls to his knees.

RESUME HAWKINS AND DOVER

They are seated in Sybil’s living room.  Hawkins gapes.





HAWKINS



Sybil is killing him!





DOVER


She is?  But how?





HAWKINS



I don’t know!  She talked to







him, and now he’s choking to







death!

RESUME SYBIL AND MERMAN

Merman falls on the floor.  His body shakes for a few moments.  Then he dies.
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SYBIL



A heart attack before taking a






trip.  A simple explanation for






the police report.

Sybil opens the door.  She exits, but she does not close it.

EXT. SYBIL’S MANSION/GARAGE – NIGHT

She pulls her vehicle to the garage.  She hits the clicker, and the garage door goes up.  The car’s headlights reveal Hawkins and Dover inside the garage.  The heroes approach Sybil.





HAWKINS



Exactly what did you do to him?





SYBIL



I talked the man to death.





DOVER



Sybil.

Sybil drives her car into the garage.  The heroes follow her.

INT. THE GARAGE - NIGHT

Sybil turns off the lights and then the engine.  She exits the vehicle.  The heroes glare at her.




SYBIL



I cast a spell to give him a







heart attack.  That’s all.





HAWKINS



That’s all?





DOVER



That’s all she says.



(to Sybil)



Just how powerful are you?





HAWKINS



And if you’re powerful enough



to give people heart attacks,



why do you need us?
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SYBIL



All right.  Let’s talk about it






over a cup of cocoa.

Hawkins and Dover becomes mesmerized.  Sybil smiles at them.





SYBIL (V.O.)




(in echo chamber)



Whenever I offer you cocoa, you



will accept it without a fuss.

The heroes then snap out of their trances.  They look at Sybil again.  They resume being mad at her.




SYBIL



Come on.  Let’s talk.
Sybil hits the garage door wall unit.  The garage door closes.

INT. SYBIL’S KITCHEN – NIGHT

They drink their cocoa.  Hawkins and Dover become mesmerized again.  Sybil glares at them.





SYBIL



You both shall not ask me







about my past again.

She suddenly pounds the table and explodes.





SYBIL (CONT’D)



DO YOU HEAR ME?





HAWKINS AND DOVER




(in monotone voices)



Yes, Sybil.

Sybil composes herself.





SYBIL



That is good.  Now finish your






cocoa and go to sleep.

The heroes drink their cocoa.  Sybil looks into her pink cup.
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SYBIL (V.O.)



Oh, Roderick.  I miss you so much






that I can’t stand to think about






the past.  Why did that damn







alchemist have to kill you?

END EPISODE FOUR.  TO BE CONTINUED.
