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A struggling musician is diagnosed with cancer and seeks to restore his relationships and release his inner demons in order to save his life and his soul.  
SETTING:  Seattle area of Washington state.  Modern day.

CAST OF CHARACTERS:
CHUCK NEWMAN:  Our main character, Chuck is the lead guitarist in a band called Descent.  It is a band that sings dark, moody songs.  Chuck is 37 years old.  He is pretty aimless in life until he is diagnosed with cancer and begins to start healing his life.  Chuck is a janitor and is a Caucasian male.

HEATHER:  Heather is Chuck’s girlfriend at the start of the movie.  She is pretty but somewhat superficial.

ROCHELLE: Rochelle is an ex-girlfriend of Chuck’s who comes back into his life.  She is the love of Chuck’s life and the mother of his child.

SAM:  Sam is a 7 year-old boy who is Chuck’s son but Chuck does not find out about him until later in the movie.  
CHIEF:  Chief is the lead singer of Descent and he is Native American.  He is also in his late 30’s/early 40’s.  Chief is a laid back, easy-going fellow who speaks like a surfer dude.

CARLY:  Carly is Chief’s girlfriend and the manager of the band.  She is outgoing and likes to be a leader.

JOE STANLEY:  Joe is one of Chuck’s best friends.  He, Chief and Chuck have been in the band the longest.  Joe is the main songwriter for the band and he plays the drums.  Joe tends to get depressed due to his on again, off again relationship with his girlfriend, Kim.  He is suicidal at times and works as an auto mechanic.  
KIM:  Joe’s girlfriend of many years.  They have a tumultuous relationship.  She is codependent on his drinking.
DAN WATERS:  Dan is the bassist for the band.  He is a family man and a Christian who goes to church regularly.  Dan is the newest member of the band.  

DEBBIE WATERS:  Debbie is Dan’s wife.

HAL:  Hal is the party guy of the bunch.  He is the other guitarist in the band.  He is a ladies’ man and tends to date several different women.

DOCTOR:  Chuck’s doctor is a female.

THERAPSIT:  Chuck’s therapist is a young lady in her 20’s.  Despite being so young, she is very wise.  

BOSS:  Chuck’s boss at work.  He is a supportive, easy-going guy.  
SMALL PARTS:  Nicole-Marie, Darryl Lyson, Nina Hines, Marcia, Janis, Carrie, Louisa, TV reporter, man in wheelchair, father, pastor, MC, Mary Meyers, Evangelist, Gretchen, waitress, Barbie, Colm, Dan’s two boys, drunk girl, biker guy, quiet girl.  
1
INT.  DIVE BAR IN SEATTLE, WA                                                                 1

Chuck’s band is performing one of their original songs at a dive bar in downtown Seattle.  The bar is about half full and there is only one drunk girl dancing to the song.  A biker guy is nodding his head to the rhythm of the music and Carly, the lead singer’s wife and the band’s manager, is at a table snapping pictures but otherwise, no one is really paying attention to the band.  There is one lady who is watching the show and sitting quietly and politely as she is listening.  Chuck plays the guitar.  No dialogue during this scene.  They are singing a song called “Smoking Reefer With the Reaper”.  It is a song about trying to ward off death.  
2
INT.  CHEAP HOTEL ROOM IN SEATTLE, WA                                         2

It is the morning after the show and the scene takes place in a shanty hotel room where the band has stayed to party.  The band members and some groupies, including the drunk girl from the night before, are sleeping on the furniture and on the floor.  There are empty pizza boxes and beer cans all over the place.  There is a knock on the door.  The lady knocking is Chuck’s girlfriend and she has to knock several times before anyone answers the door.  Finally, one of the band members answers the door.  His name is Chief.  Chief is obviously hung over.  Chief is Native American and Chief is just his nickname.  He has long braided hair and talks like a surfer dude.  

CHIEF  

Oh, hi Heidi.  I think Chuck is around here somewhere.  Just have a look around.

HEIDI 

Hi Chief.  How was the show?  Sorry I missed it.

CHIEF

Man, we really rocked out the place.  You missed a good show.

Heidi finds Chuck sleeping in the bathtub.  She laughs to herself and decides to turn on the shower which jolts Chuck awake.

CHUCK 
What the fuck are you doing?

Chuck turns the shower off.

CHUCK

What the fuck, Heidi?

HEIDI

What are you doing sleeping in here?

CHUCK
I was feeling sick.  I needed to be near the toilet.  What are you even doing here?  I thought you were going to be in Portland all weekend.

HEIDI 

I had to see you.  I had to talk to you.

CHUCK

You could’ve called.  I look like shit.

HEIDI 

And you smell like shit.

CHUCK

Hey, thanks a lot.

HEIDI

Well, anyway, I gotta get going so here it is:  I think we should start seeing other people.

CHUCK 

What??  Who is he?

HEIDI

I just don’t think your band is ever going to make it.

CHUCK 
Who is he?

HEIDI

We just don’t mesh well.

CHUCK

Who is he, Heidi?

HEIDI

Why do you think there’s someone else?

CHUCK 
I know you, Heidi.  I know your history and I know you can’t be alone.

Heidi is quiet for a moment.

CHUCK

Is it that fag you work with?

Heidi:  
Tom is not a fag.  He’s bi and no, it’s not him.  I only fucked him one time and it was awful.  
CHUCK

Then who?

HEIDI 
Jeff Green.

CHUCK

Of the 80’s cover band, Regifted?  I can’t believe you’re leaving me for someone in a fuckin’ cover band.

HEIDI

Hey, their band is making a lot of money.  He can help me with the bills.  They always get big venues.  More than I can say for you.  And you know we haven’t been having good sex lately, anyway.  I’m starting think that you’re gay.

CHUCK

What?!?  That’s not fair!  You know I haven’t been feeling well lately, Heidi.

HEIDI

Besides, it wouldn’t have mattered who anyway.  You would have still been mad.  

CHUCK

How am I supposed to react with you dropping this on me right now.

HEIDI

No time would’ve been a good time, Chuck.

Chuck rubs his forehead in frustration.

CHUCK

Just go.

HEIDI

I want you to know, Chuck.  I want us to still be friends.

CHUCK

Whatever.  I’m not interested in being your friend.

HEIDI

So, I’m just a good fuck.

CHUCK 
Pretty much.

Heidi gets up to leave and says this as she walks out the door.

HEIDI

Fuckin’ cocksucker.

Chuck calls after her.

CHUCK  
What did you say?

Chief comes into the bathroom.

CHIEF

Did Heidi just break up with you?

CHUCK

Yeah, man.  Fuckin’ ho.  Guess who she’s sleeping with?  You’re never gonna guess.

CHIEF

Who?
CHUCK  
Jeff fuckin’ Green.

CHIEF

The bassist for Regifted?

CHUCK  
Yeah.  Can you believe it?

CHIEF

Dude, that sucks.  Sorry, man.  I understand if you want tonight off.

CHUCK 
No, I want to perform tonight.  It’ll take my mind off that bitch ho.  Shit!  What time is it?  I got a doctor’s appointment to get to?

Chief looks at his watch.

CHIEF

It’s 9:40 man.  What time is your appointment?

CHUCK

My appointment’s at 10.  I gotta jet!  I’ll see you tonight!

3
INT.  DOCTOR’S OFFICE                                                                               3

Chuck is sitting in the doctor’s office in a gown.  He is reading a magazine when the doctor walks in.  The doctor looks at him with concern.

DOCTOR

I’m sorry, it isn’t good news.

CHUCK

Well, my day cannot get any worse.  My girlfriend broke up with me this morning so lay it on me.  

DOCTOR

Your girlfriend broke up with you?  I’m so sorry.
CHUCK

It’s OK.  She was a bitch ho anyway.

DOCTOR 

Oh.  Well, we got the blood test back and it appears that you have Leukemia.  
CHUCK

What do you mean?  

DOCTOR

It’s cancer.

The doctor continues to talk and as she talks, her voice becomes clouded so that the audience cannot even hear what she is saying but instead hears Chuck’s heart beat getting faster and faster.  This moment is supposed to represent what it is like to get the news that you might be dying and how you can’t really hear much beyond the word “cancer”.   

DOCTOR

Do you have any questions?

CHUCK

But I feel fine.  

DOCTOR

I’m sorry.  I know that this isn’t what you wanted to hear.  

There is a moment of silence where Chuck tries to intellectually process what he is hearing.  

CHUCK 

I don’t want to do chemo or radiation.

The doctor is silent for a moment.  Chuck now seems scared.

DOCTOR

Radiation is not indicated as a treatment option but I want you to take some information on the latest chemotherapy treatments in case you change your mind.

The doctor hands Chuck some pamphlets.  

CHUCK

What’s the prognosis, doc?  Am I gonna die?

DOCTOR

We have every reason to be hopeful.  We can try immunotherapy but eventually you may need a bone marrow transplant.  We need to start brainstorming who in your family may be a good match.

CHUCK

I don’t talk to my family.

DOCTOR

Well, now would be a good time to start.

4
EXT.  PARKING LOT OF HOSPITAL                                                          4

All this scene shows is Chuck walking out to his car and then crying once he gets inside.  It is a gut-wrenching cry that is painful to hear.  He then takes some deep breaths and tries to drive but finds himself crying and trying to breath as he’s driving.  He pulls out his cell phone and dials a number.  He starts to touch and fiddle with the gold chain around his neck.  
CHUCK

Dad?

5
INT.  ANOTHER BAR                                                                                       5

The Band is setting up for their next show and Chuck is talking to a few of the other band members.  Joe is quietly sitting there.  Dan keeps busy setting up the equipment.  

CHUCK

I am going to try something called immunotherapy.  I don’t know, though.  I looked up the name of my specific kind of cancer online and it doesn’t look good.
CHIEF

Man, the last place you should be looking for information is the internet.  It can scare you shitless.

HAL

So, you gonna do chemo or radiation too?
Chuck:  
No.  Radiation isn’t indicated and I don’t want to do chemotherapy.  
HAL

I think you should do it anyways.  Just to make sure.  I mean, when you hear about people surviving, it is always because they have undergone chemo or radiation, right?

CHUCK

That’s because they aren’t given any other treatment options.  All the research money has gone into chemo or radiation.  I wouldn’t undergo radiation even if it were an option.  
HAL 
What do you mean?

CHUCK

I had to see my mother die and wither away from lung cancer.  Chemo and radiation didn’t help her at all.

HAL

Yeah, but it’s different these days.

CHUCK

It just doesn’t make sense to me:  why you would want to poison your body instead of build up your immune system?

HAL

I can’t believe this happened to you.  You’re the healthiest one out of all of us, besides Dan of course.  You drink the least and you don’t even smoke.

CHIEF

And you never try my uncle’s homegrown peyote.  

The group is quiet and somber for a moment.  Chuck looks over at Joe, who has been quiet.

CHUCK

How are you doing, Joe?

JOE

I’m just worried about you, Woodchuck.  If there’s anything I can do, please let me know.
CHIEF

You know I could always have my grandma do a sweat lodge ceremony for you.

CHUCK  
That would be great.

CHIEF

I mean, if you don’t like chemo, there are a lot of alternative treatments out there these days.  This is Seattle.  This is the hub of all the latest treatments for anything.  

HAL

Are you gonna call your family?

CHUCK

I already did.  I called my father.  The doc said that I may eventually need a bone marrow transplant.  When I told my dad this, he immediately said he would never be a donor and told me to not ask my brother or sister because I already put them through enough hell.  You guys are my family, now Hal.
CHIEF
Well, I think we should all get tested and see if we are a possible match.

HAL
I doubt I’m gonna be a match but hey, I don’t mind taking the test.  

Dan takes a minute from his setting up to complain.

DAN

Are you guys gonna help me set up or what?

CHIEF

Dude, we’re having a very important conversation here, Dan.  Don’t you know that Chuck was just diagnosed with cancer?
Dan seems surprised and addresses Chuck.

DAN

You were?
CHUCK

Yeah.

DAN

Man, I’m really sorry.

Dan goes to hug Chuck as the rest of the men start to help with the equipment.  Dan then says this to Chuck.  

DAN

You aren’t going to believe how awful my morning was.  First, 

Dan’s voice zones out as Chuck looks shocked by Dan’s audacity to complain given the news of Chuck’s cancer.  He is brought back to full consciousness by the sound of Carly’s voice.  She has a camera and she is about to snap a picture of them.
CARLY

Chuck, Dan!  Smile!  I need a picture of the band setting up for the website.

DAN

Carly, when are you going to book some all ages venues so Debbie can bring the kids?

CARLY

I’m working on it, Dan.  

Carly takes the picture and then goes and talks to Chief who whispers into her ear.  Carly looks at Chuck concerned and walks over to him and hugs him.

CARLY

I’m here for you, Chuck, whenever you need me.

CHUCK

Thanks, Carly.

CARLY

And I heard about you and Heidi.  Chief called me this morning.  When it rains, it pours, huh?

CHUCK

That seems to be the case.  

6
INT.  CHUCK’S APARTMENT                                                                   6
Chuck arrives home after the gig.  It is late at night and it is raining.  He comes home to find a mostly empty apartment.  Heidi has left a note for him that says, ‘I’ll get the rest of my stuff later.  Will call first.’  There are some boxes left by the door.  Chuck picks up a picture of him and Heidi and starts to cry.  He then turns on some blues on his stereo and drinks a bottle of wine.  Chuck then falls asleep on the couch.  He has a dream that a couple of women who seem to be ancient healers during the Atlantis era are over him with crystals and they are circulating them over his body.  He wakes up to the sound of a knock on his door.  He staggers to the door to answer it.  Hal is standing there.
HAL
Come on, get dressed, Chuck!  We’re going to get you healthy!

CHUCK

Hal, I got to work later today.  

7
INT.  MONTAGE SCENE                                                                          7
This scene is a montage of Hal getting Chuck to try out different holistic treatments like yoga, meditation, acupuncture, sweat lodge, and hypnosis.  This scene plays out to the song “Change” by Kimberly Locke.  
8
INT.  HOSPITAL                                                                                          8

Chuck steps into the office of the manager of environmental services at the hospital he words at.  His boss looks up from behind his desk when Chuck arrives.

BOSS

Feeling better, Chuck?

CHUCK

No, not really but I’m here.

The boss notices that something is not being said and invites Chuck to sit down.

BOSS

Have a seat, Chuck.

Chuck sits down and the boss closes the door to the office before sitting down again.

BOSS

Do you want to tell me what’s going on with you?

CHUCK

I was diagnosed with cancer.

BOSS

My God, I’m sorry.

CHUCK

It’s OK.

BOSS

What kind of cancer?

CHUCK

Leukemia.

BOSS

Gee, I’m sorry.  I don’t know what to say.

CHUCK

I’m going to be needing to reduce my hours for doctor’s appointments and what not. 

BOSS

I’ll give you the paperwork for FMLA if you want to take some time off.

CHUCK

No, no.  I want to keep working.  I’ve got bills to pay.  My girlfriend just moved out so now I’ve got the whole rent to pay.  
BOSS

You’ve had some tough luck lately, haven’t you?

CHUCK

I’ll be fine.  I’ll just need to know that you will work with me.

BOSS

I’ll do my best.  Thank you for telling me.

CHUCK

Thanks for listening.  I hate to spring this on you today but my doctor thinks I should see a counselor and she referred me to this clinic and I’ve got an appointment later this afternoon so I’ll have to leave early.  

BOSS

Just try to let me know in advance next time, as much in advance as possible.

CHUCK

I will.

9
INT.  THERAPIST’S OFFICE                                                                    9
This scene has Chuck in a mental health therapist’s office.  The therapist is very young.  She looks like she is in her mid-20’s.  

THERAPIST

So you’re referred by your doctor, is that right?

CHUCK

Yeah.
THERAPIST
Any history of depression or anxiety?

Chuck is visibly agitated.  

CHUCK

No.  Listen, I’m 37 years old.  You look pretty young.  I’m not sure if you can help me.

THERAPIST

Well, if you want someone with more experience, I would understand.

CHUCK

No, I’m sorry.  That was really rude and agist of me.  I’m just…

Chuck starts crying and the therapist lets him cry.

CHUCK

I really don’t understand why my doctor referred me here.  I’m physically ill not mentally ill.

THERAPIST

Well, you do believe in the mind-body connection, don’t you?  That illness in one can create illness in the other?

CHUCK

I don’t know what I believe anymore.  

The therapist pulls out the book “You Can Heal Your Life” by Louise Hay.

THERAPIST

I have this book here.  It’s called You Can Heal Your Life by Louise Hay.  It does a good job of connecting physical illnesses to possible underlying emotional issues.  

She flips through the book.

THERAPIST

For cancer, it says, “Deep hurt.  Longstanding resentment.  Deep secret  or grief eating away at the self.  Carrying hatreds”.  Does this sound like you at all?

CHUCK

Doesn’t everyone have secrets?  Isn’t everyone deeply resentful about something?

THERAPIST 
Well, not everyone.  Probably not the Dalai Lama.

They both laugh.  

THERAPIST  
Well, whatever it is.  If you’re not willing to talk about it, yet, that’s OK.  But healing starts with self awareness so as long as you are aware of your feelings and trying to work on them, that’s the important part.

Chuck just looks at her.
THERAPIST

You know, it is not uncommon for depression or anxiety to go hand and hand with being diagnosed with a serious illness.

Chuck just nods.

THERAPIST

What did you feel when you were told about the cancer?

CHUCK

Shitty.

The therapist waits to see if there is more that Chuck is going to say but Chuck is quiet.  He then looks up as if expecting another question to answer.  Once he sees that the therapist is ready to listen to whatever he has to say, he speaks again.  

CHUCK

Look, I don’t know how this works.  I’ve never been in therapy before.  Heidi kept trying to get us to go to couples’ therapy but I wouldn’t go.  Maybe if I would have gone, she wouldn’t have broken up with me.

THERAPIST

Is Heidi an ex-girlfriend?

CHUCK

Yes.  She broke up with me the morning I was diagnosed with cancer.

THERAPIST

So, she knew about the cancer.

CHUCK

No.  She knew that I hadn’t been feeling well and that I was undergoing some tests but I thought that maybe I had a thyroid problem, not cancer.  All of the things it could have been, why did it have to be cancer?  I’ve always been afraid of cancer because my mom died of cancer when I was growing up.  When I first starting feeling tired, I prayed to God, “let it be anything but cancer.”  I guess God has a sense of humor.  

THERAPIST

I want to give you this.  
She hands him a flyer that says “Cancer as a Healing Journey.”
THERAPIST

There is a seminar that is held every year around Christmas.  It’s probably not too late for you to register.  I’ve been to it and it is great.  It talks about how you can use the diagnosis of cancer to change your life, maybe even improve your life.   

Chuck seems skeptical at first.

CHUCK 
Cancer to improve your life?  Hmmm.  Perhaps I’ll check it out.

THERAPIST

Well, it was nice to meet you, Chuck.  I hope you will return sometime.

CHUCK 
Maybe I will.
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EXT.  CHURCH                                                                                                10
Chuck is walking outside and sees a church.  He decides to take a peek inside and sees that is empty except for a man in a wheelchair yelling at the altar.

MAN IN WHEELCHAIR 
Why God?  Why me?!?

Chuck closes the door to the church and sees another church down the street.  It is a catholic church.  
11
INT.  CATHOLIC CHURCH                                                                            11
Chuck sighs before entering the Catholic church.  In this other church, Chuck sees some lady exiting a confessional booth.  He decides to enter the booth after her. The window to the booth Chuck is in slides open to indicate that the priest is ready for his confession.  Chuck gets choked up at parts in the dialogue.  
CHUCK

Bless me, Father, for I have sinned.  It has been… a long time since my last confession.  Father, God will not heal me.  There is so much to confess.  I may be dying.  I have objectified women, I have slept around, I have drank too much alcohol, I have even destroyed his temple with drugs and… just everything.  I want to live, Father.  I want to live God’s will for my life.  It’s been my way for far too long.  I mean, what is life if it’s not about being in service to others.  I grew up Catholic, Father, but I became convinced that I hated God when he allowed me to be molested by my Catholic priest.  I was the altar boy.  That is why it is so hard to be here.  That is why it is so weird to be here.  It’s why it is hard for me to trust God.  Why did he let that happen to me?  And why won’t he heal me?  Am I not worthy of a miracle?  Am I being punished for my sins, Father?

Chuck hears quiet weeping on the other end of the conversation.

CHUCK

Father?  Is everything all right?

FATHER

Whatever it is, you are forgiven.  And I need to ask for your forgiveness too.

CHUCK

What?  What for?

The priest starts crying and getting choked up during this next line of dialogue.  

FATHER

I am an old man, now.  I am dying too.  I am a priest but I am a sinner.  I used to molest young boys at the first Parish I was placed at.  God entrusted his youth to my care and I betrayed his trust and I betrayed their trust.  I have no idea how many lives I may have ruined, lives like yours.  So, will you forgive me?  Please forgive me.  

Chuck is shocked and appalled.  He gets up to leave as the priest calls after him.

FATHER

Please forgive me!  Please forgive me!

12
EXT.  RED SQUARE, UW CAMPUS                                                              12
Chuck is at Red Square on the University of Washington campus.  He passes by a street musician on the way and throws a dollar into the case.  No one who passes by realizes that the street musician is someone famous (like BB King).  He also stops to listen to an evangelist in red square preaching to some students who have gathered around him.  

EVANGELIST

You are all damned if you do not accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior.  The end of days is here!  Judgment day is coming!  Stop your sinful ways and repent!  Bring your sins to Jesus who died on the cross for you, who died on the cross for all of us, for our sins.

Chuck chuckles to himself and walks into the Suzzallo Library.  

13
INT.  SUZZALLO LIBRARY                                                                            13

In the Suzzallo Library, Chuck looks up information on Leukemia.  
14
INT.  DRAMA BUILDING ON UW CAMPUS                                                14
He enters their drama building where the seminar is being held.  The first speaker is a local singer/songwriter named Nicole-Marie.

NICOLE-MARIE  

I was diagnosed with Cancer in January 2004.  I had surgery to remove the cancer which was in my rib.  I had to get several inches of my rib removed along with the cancerous tumor.  What was comforting to me, as a Christian, is how biblical the rib is as a body part.  God made woman out of Adam’s rib.  Also, Jesus was stabbed in the ribs after he was dead to make sure that he was dead.  To think that I have a scar in the same place that Jesus may have had a wound is a honor to me that I probably don’t deserve.  But it gives me comfort.  I have been coming to this conference ever since I was diagnosed.  Though I have not yet survived the 5 years it takes to technically be called a survivor, I want to say that I am a survivor.  We all are survivor.  You are a survivor from the day that you are diagnosed.  Cancer is such a hard word to hear applied to you that you are surviving the moment that you hear it.  That is what I believe.  We need to redefine the meaning of the word “survivor”.  Even if we don’t end up surviving, we survive every day we are alive.  The first year I came to this conference, I heard a speaker who compared the diagnosis of cancer to living on the second floor.  There is more of a view from the second floor.  You can see more but it gets lonely up there because most everyone else is on the first floor.  And while you can visit the first floor, you can never again live there.  I love that analogy.  Well, before I exit the stage, I would like to sing a song for everybody that is meant to be a healing song.  When I was talking to a co-worker about the appointment I had to go to in 2004 to find out what I was dealing with, she said that she would send me some white light.  I asked her what that meant and she told me that it was positive, healing energy that she would send my way at the time of my appointment.  That really calmed me down and helped me receive the news that I didn’t want to hear.  So, I am going to sing a song to you right now and I as I sing this song, I would like you to imagine a healing white light spiraling down over you or the person you love who has been diagnosed and I want you to imagine that it is healing you and to be open to whatever form that healing takes.  

Nicole-Marie begins to sing the song.  

The MC of the event then introduces the next speaker, a hospital chaplain named Mary.

MC

The next speaker today is the hospital chaplain of Harborview Hospital.  Please welcome Mary Meyers.  

MARY

Thanks you.  It is great to be here again.  I spoke last year too.  In my job as a chaplain, I get to work with many families that are dealing with grief and what I have found is that we all die.  Every single one of us.  There is often discussion of what the best way to die is.  Can we all agree that dying of old age as we sleep may be the way we all want to go?  Well, why not cancer?  You get to say goodbye to your loved ones.  You get to have the time to resolve any unresolved issues you might have, to seek forgiveness.  If anything is going to motivate you to get past your pride and reach out to anyone you have unfinished business with, cancer is sure to do it.  Now is the time.  Now is the time to start your healing journey.  What I often hear people say to me is, ‘why aren’t my prayers to be healed answered?’  Well, I believe that prayers are always answered but sometimes it is not the answer we are looking forward.  Perhaps the healing is an increase in your white blood cells or a decrease in the circumference of your tumor.  Perhaps your healing takes the form of reuniting with a long lost lover or friend.  
Chuck’s cell phone starts to vibrate and he quickly leaves the auditorium to answer it.

CHUCK

Hello.

HAL (V.O.)

He’s done it again, Chuck.

CHUCK

What?
HAL (V.O.)

Joe.  Kim broke up with him again.  He tried to slit his wrists.  We’re all at Harborview.

CHUCK

I’m on my way.
15
INT.  HOSPITAL                                                                                                15
Chuck sees Dan and his wife Debbie in the hallway with Hal.  Hal waves to him.  Chuck walks over to them.  They are all sitting outside of Joe’s hospital room.

HAL

Chief’s in with him right now.  The nurse will only allow one at a time to go in.

DEBBIE

Did anybody call his family?

HAL

No, Chief was the first person who was called.  I met his sister the last time this happened.  She told me that she was fed up and wasn’t going to do this again.

DAN

I can see what she means.

DEBBIE

Dan, how can you say that about your band mate and your friend?

DAN

He’s not my friend, Debbie.  And as far as band mate goes, I think he should be replaced.  I’m sick of singing his dark, depressing songs.  I mean, how many bands do you know of have their drummer write all the songs?  It’s no wonder that we can’t sell any of our CD’s.  I think he’s too mentally unstable.  He needs to be hospitalized or something.  I’m sick of this.

HAL

He does not need to be hospitalized.  He needs to be on meds but he won’t take anything.  Instead, he self-medicates with pot.  You know, Dan, you could always write a song or two.
DAN

I don’t write anything but Christian songs.  Nor do I want to.  I want to write the bass parts for this band and that’s it.

CHUCK

Listen, the name of our band is Descent.  And the influences we have listed on our website are The Doors, Radiohead and Morrisey.  We decided that before you came along, Dan.  You knew what you were getting into.  If you want to join some cover band, go ahead and do it.  You would probably make more money anyway.

DAN

That’s not what I’m saying.  I like our music.  I just think there’s needs to be more of a balance, that’s all.  I mean, we should be passing out razor blades with our CDs.

DEBBIE

Dan, hush up!

Chief comes out of the room.

CHIEF

Hi, Chuck.  Go on in.

Chuck looks at Dan and Hal first since they arrived before him.

HAL

I already saw him.

DAN

I gotta go back to work.

Dan and Debbie take off down the hall as Chuck enters the hospital room.  He sees Joe in a hospital bed with bandages on his wrists.

CHUCK

You look like a mummy.

Joe smiles.

JOE

I thought she loved me, Chuck.

CHUCK

She does love you, Joe.  I know she does.  I’ve seen it in her eyes.

JOE

But how can you leave someone you love?

CHUCK

It happens all the time.  It’s called the love of letting go.  It’s what some birth mothers use to give up their children for adoption when they know they can have a better life without them.

JOE

I can’t have a better life without her.

CHUCK

That’s not what I was saying.  Listen, I’ve got the business card of a therapist you can see that’s pretty good.

JOE

No, I don’t want to see anyone.  I’m therapied out.  I’ve been in therapy my whole life.  

Joe and Chuck say these next 2 lines of dialogue at the same time.

JOE

I just want to be loved.

CHUCK

You just want to be loved.

They both kind of snicker.

CHUCK
Well, I want you to get better.  Whatever it takes.

JOE

I don’t know if I can live without her.

CHUCK

I’ll make you a deal.  If you can live without Kim, I can live without Heidi.

JOE

I’ll try.

CHUCK

You know.  She moved out of my apartment so if you need a place to stay, you’ll welcome to crash at my pad.
JOE

Thanks, Chuck.  I may just take you up on that.  I can’t afford the rent on my own anyway.
CHUCK

Are you on a lease?

JOE

We’ve been going month to month for a while.

There is a moment of silence.
CHUCK

Listen, is there anybody I can call?  Any family?  Your sister, maybe?

JOE

No, I have everyone I need right here.

CHUCK

OK.

Joe yawns.

CHUCK

You look tired.  I’m gonna step outside and let you sleep.  We’ll be in the hallway.

JOE

OK.

Chuck steps back into the hallway.  Chief and Hal are waiting for him.

CHUCK

He’s sleeping.

CHIEF

When he gets released, we should all go out and take his mind off Kim.

CHUCK

Sounds good.  I gotta head back to conference now.
CHIEF

What conference?

CHUCK

It’s called, “Cancer as a Healing Journey.”  Do you want to go?  We all get a free lunch and it’s almost lunch time.  

CHIEF

No, man but have fun.  
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INT.  LUNCH AREA                                                                                           16
It is lunch hour for the conference and Chuck makes his way to the eating area in another building nearby which is set up so that people with the same diagnosis can network with each other and support each other.  He sits down at a table that has a sign on it with “Leukemia”.  It is right next to a table with “Brain Cancer” on it.  A lady with a nametag that reads “Louisa” is seated at the brain cancer table.  She has a scar on her head from the surgery.  They are the only 2 people at the 2 tables and since they are both seated near each other, they strike up a conversation.

LOUISA

Hi, I’m Louisa.

CHUCK

I’m Chuck.

LOUISA

Is this your first time at the conference?

CHUCK

Yes, how about you?

LOUISA

This is my second year.

CHUCK

Yeah, I’m looking forward to the cancer comedian this afternoon.

LOUISA

The Cancer Comedian is very funny.  Nina Hines is later this afternoon too.  It’s hard to describe her but she’s great.

CHUCK

I’m interested to see how he makes cancer funny.

LOUISA

Oh, that’s not really what he does.  He’s a cancer survivor.  That’s why he’s called the Cancer Comedian.  He does make light of his own story but he doesn’t really make fun of cancer.

A group of 3 people sit at the brain cancer table but they look like they all know each other so Louisa just acknowledges them before continuing her conversation with Chuck.

LOUISA

Do you have any children?

CHUCK

No, thank God.  That would make everything so much harder.

Louisa then begins to weep and Chuck wonders if he said something wrong.

CHUCK

I’m sorry.  Do you have kids?

LOUISA

Yes.  I have 3.  

She wipes away her tears with a Kleenex from her pocket.  She takes out her wallets and shows him pictures.

LOUISA

Anthony is 10, Monique is 7 and Damon is just 5.

CHUCK

They’re cute kids.

LOUISA

Thanks.  You know that you’re right.  It’s just not fair to them what’s happening to me:  to see me sick all the time.  I know Anthony’s worried about me.  He always has worried too much about me, especially after witnessing his father hit me and then having his father leave the family.  I want to be around to raise my kids, to watch them grow up.  I just want to get them raised before I go.  

CHUCK 

How much time do you have?

LOUISA

They don’t know.  I was diagnosed a year ago.  Sometimes I feel like their father would be the better parent even though he’s a jerk and he badmouths me to them.  Damon won’t always talk to me after he has visit days with his dad.  Sometimes I think that I should sign away my parental rights to him now.  I have no energy to play with them or anything.  

Chuck nods to show he’s listening.

LOUISA

And sometimes I think that I should just end it, the emotional and physical pain I feel and the pain I am putting them through.  

CHUCK

It’s not like you decided to get cancer.

LOUISA  

That’s not what my mom says.  She thinks I’m saying I have cancer for the attention.  Yeah, I went through brain surgery and everything for attention.  Like that makes a lot of sense.

CHUCK  

People say the weirdest things when they don’t know what to say.  

Louisa nods.  More people sit down at both tables but Chuck keeps his focus on Louisa because he senses that she is lonely and needs someone to listen to her story.

LOUISA

I feel like I’m doing all the talking.  How rude of me.  Tell me more about you, Chuck.

CHUCK

Well, I have family issues too.  I had to watch my mom die of lung cancer and I’m kind of estranged from my family.  I’m from New Jersey but moved to Seattle with a friend of mine.  He is in a band with me.

LOUISA  

You’re in a band?  How neat.  What is the name of your band?

CHUCK

We call ourselves Descent.  It is kind of dark rock and roll like the Doors.

LOUISA

I love The Doors.  I love Jim Morrison.  When I was a little girl, I wanted to be a singer just like him.  Are you the singer?

CHUCK

No.  I’m the guitarist.  Here…let me give you one of our cards.

Chuck fishes in his wallet for a business card

LOUISA  

Thanks.  I’ll check out your music.  

Louisa looks at the sign on his table. 

LOUISA

So you have Leukemia.

CHUCK 

Yeah.  Luck of the draw I guess.

Louisa manages a smile and respects his unspoken need for privacy.

LOUISA

Well, I should probably find the way to the rest room before Nina Hines takes the stage.  I’m really looking forward to her performance.

CHUCK

Well, it was nice meeting you, Louisa.

LOUISA 

You too.  Would you mind if I wanted to call you or e-mail you just to talk some more?

CHUCK 

No, not at all.  The information’s on the card.

LOUISA

Great.  See you later.
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INT.  DRAMA BUILDING                                                                          17
Chuck is back in the theater.  The MC walks up to the podium as people are still filing in from lunch.

MC 

OK.  We’re going to get started.  I hope you all had a good lunch.  Our next speaker is more of an artist and performer.  She is an interpretive dancer named Nina Hines.  She has been part of this seminar for the last few years.  I am pleased to introduce Nina Hines.

Nina Hines dances and makes movements and gestures as she talks and tells the story of her best friend’s battle with breast cancer.  She is wearing a headset microphone so that she can move fluidly and dance as she speaks.
NINA HINES

My best friend, Stacy, was diagnosed with breast cancer in 1989.  When she told me, I started crying.  She told me that she was going to make it, not to cry.  I told her that she had to make it, that she couldn’t die until the kids, she had 2 small kids, were grown.  She had her surgery.  She had both breasts removed.  She said that she didn’t feel like a woman anymore.  She went through chemo and radiation and chemo and radiation.  I thought I saw the life being sucked slowly out of her.  She lost all of her hair.  She cried.  She wondered if this meant she was vain.  I assured her that it didn’t.  Then I was diagnosed with breast cancer a year later.  I was horrified.  I didn’t want to talk to her at first but eventually I did.  I broke down.  She told me that we would beat it together.  I had the tumor removed.  I had chemo and radiation.  I lost some of my hair.  She found some punk rock wigs for us.  People who didn’t know us better thought we were going through a joint mid-life crisis.  She started getting sicker.  She told me to watch out for her kids.  She made me promise.  I told her that I would but told her not to say that, that she would make it.  She told me that it was too hard.  She told me that she would be my angel and that she would heal me.  I told her that if she was going to die, then I wanted to be with her.  She was one of my soul mates in life.  Then I told her what she needed to hear:  that she could go, that I would be alright, that I loved her.  She died in the evening with the last rays of the day.  She died on October 6th, 1996 and 6:46 PM.  I hate the number six, always did.  It’s been more than ten years since I was diagnosed.  Sometimes I feel survivor’s guilt.  I prayed that it would be me instead of her.  After all, she had children and I didn’t.  After all, she had a loving family and I wasn’t close to mine.  After all, she was a wonderful person, an inspiration to all that knew her and I…I was just me.  On her deathbed, she told me that I could have the rest of her hope, that she would dream for me with every ounce of strength she had left.  I haven’t been seeing her kids as much as I would like to and I feel guilty about that.  I feel guilty.  I feel guilty.  I feel guilty more than I feel anything.  It’s the hardest emotion for me to feel.  I’m tired of feeling guilty.  I’m tired of feeling so much but I am not tired of life yet.  So whenever I feel tired, whenever I feel angry, whenever I feel guilty, I just lift up each feeling one by one…to let it go.  
Everybody gives her a standing ovation.  

MC

And now I would like to introduce Darryl Lyson a.k.a. the cancer comedian.  He is called the cancer comedian because he is a cancer survivor and has used humor to help not only himself but his audiences as well look at cancer in a different light.

Darryl only does a couple of minutes of jokes before this scene fades out into the next scene.  
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INT.  DOCTOR’S OFFICE                                                                               18
Chuck is in the doctor’s office again.  The doctor walks in.

DOCTOR

Well, I’m sorry to inform you that none of your friends were matches.  

CHUCK

Really?

DOCTOR

Yeah, you have a unique make-up so it may be hard for you to be a match with just anyone.  Have you spoken to your family?
CHUCK

Yes, they refuse to get tested.

DOCTOR

That’s unfortunate.  Your best chances for a match are to test the people closest to you genetically.  You don’t have any children, right?

CHUCK

Not that I know of.

DOCTOR

I have had patients who decided to go public because they had such a unique make-up that we couldn’t find a match for them even in their own families.  But to ask a stranger to donate bone marrow is asking a lot.  The procedure and the recovery process for the donor is very challenging.  
CHUCK

If that’s my best chance for survival, I’ll take it.  I’ll do whatever it takes.  This is my life.  
19
INT.  CHUCK’S APARTMENT                                                                       19
Camera opens to a shot of the TV.  It is on the news and it has a TV reporter there with Chuck in front of a hospital.  

TV REPORTER

I’m here with Chuck Newman of Issaquah, Washington.  He has been diagnosed with Leukemia is looking for a bone marrow donor.  Apparently, his doctor has told him that he has a rare bone marrow type which has made it hard for him to find someone in his circle that is a match.  He is now going public to see if there is anyone out there who would be willing to get tested.  You might know Chuck from his band, Descent.  Here is a clip of one of his shows.  That’s him playing the guitar.  To learn more about Chuck’s story or if you are interested in being a possible bone marrow donor for Chuck, please call King County News at (number) or visit our website at kingcountynews.org and click on this week’s stories.  

The new report is then put on pause by Chuck.  The camera than pans out to show Chuck’s living room.  Joe and Hal are sitting on his couch.

CHUCK

So, what do you all think?

HAL

I don’t know, Chuck.  I hope you get some responses but I don’t know who is gonna want to donate their bone marrow to a complete stranger.  

CHUCK

It’s worth a shot.

JOE

Hey, if I was a match for someone who needed some bone marrow, I would do it.  It would make my life more meaningful.

HAL

It’s easy to say what you would do when you can’t even do it, Joe.  I’m kind of glad I wasn’t a match for you, Chuck.  I didn’t want to give you any of my bone marrow anyways.
They all laugh to break the tension.  

CHUCK

Let’s just get ready to go.  What time are we meeting Chief and Dan there?

HAL

Chief said around eight.

Chuck gets up and checks himself in the mirror.  
HAL

Should I call Gretchen or Tina to meet us there?
JOE

I don’t know, Hal.  I can’t keep up with all your girlfriends.

CHUCK

Let’s get rolling you guys.  You’re driving, right Hal?  

HAL

Yeah, you guys can check out my new ride.

JOE

Shotgun!

20
EXT.  PARKING LOT TO CHUCK’S APARTMENT                                   20
Chuck, Joe and Hal go out to the parking lot and Hal leads them to his car.  It’s a 2-door Mazda.

JOE

Not bad, Hal.  Except for the color.  I didn’t know you were into baby blue.

Joe looks at Chuck and they both start laughing.

HAL

It’s not baby blue.  It’s metallic teal!

CHUCK

Whatever, man.  Let’s get going.

They all get inside the car.  
21
INT.  DANCE CLUB AT LOCAL CASINO                                                   21
The band is at a dance club at the Emerald Queen Casino.  Dan and Debbie and Chief and Carly are dancing to the song “White Horse” by Laid Back.  Hal is dancing with a girlfriend, Gretchen.  Hal is dancing all weird and Gretchen is getting embarrassed.  Joe and Chuck are sitting at a table drinking.  

JOE

I never knew Hal was such an awful dancer.  Now who is he with tonight?  I don’t want to call her the wrong name.
CHUCK

That’s Gretchen.

JOE

Man, why does Hal always get the hotties?  He can’t even dance.  Look at him.  
Chuck and Joe both look at Hal and then at each other and laugh.  A waitress walks by and Chuck addresses her.  

CHUCK

Hey, can I get another Roy Rogers.

WAITRESS

Sure.  
The waitress walks away and Joe gives Chuck a look.

CHUCK

What?

JOE

Roy Rogers?  Could you be anymore gay?

CHUCK

Well, at least I didn’t get a Shirley Temple.  Besides, I’m trying to be more healthy.  No more alcohol.  And isn’t that your third shot?
JOE

Yeah, but I can hold MY alcohol.

The song changes to Billy Squire’s “Everybody Wants You”.  Dan and Debbie exit the floor for a water break and return to the table where Joe and Chuck are sitting.

JOE

Man, I can’t believe we had to come on 80’s night.

DAN
Come on, guys!  You gotta get out on the dance floor.  Joe, we’re here to celebrate your discharge so get out there.

JOE

I’m not much of a dancer.  I’d rather go play some quarter slots.  

DAN

OK.  I’ll talk to Chief and see if we can do some gambling but feel free to go ahead without us.

JOE

I don’t mind checking out the view from here.

The camera focuses on a good-looking woman dancing with her friends.  

CHUCK

Go ask her to dance.

JOE

But I can’t dance.  Chuck, go get her for me.  Be my wingman.
CHUCK
Alright man, but you owe me.

Chuck gets up to approach the woman and her 2 friends.  He starts to dance near them.  

CHUCK

Hi, I’m Chuck.
CARRIE

I’m Carrie.  These are my friends Janis and Marcia.

CHUCK

You see that guy sitting over there with the hat on?
CARRIE

Yeah.

CHUCK

That’s my friend, Joe and he’d like you to come over and say ‘hi’.  We’ll buy you and your friends a round of drinks.

JANIS

I want some wild turkey.

MARCIA

You’re already too wild, Janis.

CARRIE

Sure.  We’ll be right over.

The women follow Chuck to the table and sit down.  Dan and Debbie are back up dancing.  The waitress drops off Chuck’s Roy Rogers and he pays her.

CHUCK

And whatever these women want.

CARRIE

Three wild turkeys.

MARCIA

I want a mimosa.

CARRIE

Two wild turkeys and a mimosa.

The waitress takes off.  Carrie and Joe start talking as Chuck starts talking to Janis and Marcia.

CHUCK

So you ladies come here often.

JANIS

No, not really.  How about you?

CHUCK

No, I’m just here with my band mates.

JANIS

You’re in a band?

CHUCK

Yeah.  We’re called Descent.

MARCIA

A friend of mine has your CD and let me borrow it.  I like your music.  

CHUCK

Thanks.

JANIS

So, are you the lead singer?

CHUCK

No, that would be Chief.

Chuck points out Chief on the dance floor.

JANIS

Well, are you the drummer?

CHUCK

No, that’s Joe.

Chuck nods in the direction of Joe.

CHUCK

I’m the guitarist.

Marcia fills Janis in on the music.

MARCIA

It’s kind of rock and blues combined.  The music is kinda moody.  I’ve got “Close the Door” on my ipod.  I love that song.  
Janis looks at Chuck.

JANIS

You’re the guitarist?  Really?
CHUCK

Yeah.

Chuck focuses on Marcia.

CHUCK

You did a good job describing our music.

The song in the club switches to “Let’s Go All the Way” by Sly Fox.  Janis gets up to go dance.

JANIS

I love this song.

Chuck and Marcia go watch Janis dance by herself but soon a guy joins her on the dance floor.

CHUCK

You gonna go join your friend?

MARCIA

Naw.  She’ll be fine.  She can handle herself.

CHUCK
Well, you know.  If you like our music, you should come check out one of our shows.

MARCIA

Maybe I will.  You got a business card or something?

Chuck pulls a business card out of his wallet and hands it to her.  The waitress comes by again and drops off the drinks.  Chuck hands her a twenty and tell her to keep the change.
22
EXT.  PARKING LOT TO CASINO                                                                 22
Joe is staggering drunk and leaning on Chief for support.  Hal kisses Gretchen goodbye.  

CHIEF

Hal, where you parked?

HAL

Way over there.

CHIEF

I’ll drive him over to you guys.

Carly drives the car over to where Hal and Chuck are waiting by Hal’s car.  Chief gets out of the car and helps Joe out.

CHIEF

Is this your new ride?

HAL

Yeah, what do you think, Chief?

CHIEF

It’s a pretty baby blue, that’s for sure.

HAL

It’s not baby blue!  It’s metallic teal!
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INT.  CHUCK’S APARTMENT                                                                        23
It is morning time and Chuck is pouring himself some cereal.  Joe stumbles out of his bedroom.

CHUCK

Well, good morning.  How’d you sleep?

JOE

Man, I’m all hung over.

CHUCK

Yeah, tell me about it.  Chief had to drive you to Hal’s car.

JOE

Really?

CHUCK

Don’t you remember anything about last night?  What about that gal you talked to, uh Carrie, do you remember what you talked about?

JOE

That I do remember.  She said she wasn’t interested in a relationship at this time or some shit like that.  What about you?  Weren’t you talking to her friend?

CHUCK

Yeah, her name was Marcia but she never gave me her phone number.  I gave her one of our business cards though.

JOE

Well, that’s cool.  You did better than I did.

CHUCK

You have to work later today?

JOE

Yeah, Denny’s been getting on my ass for taking too many sick days.

Joe goes on the computer to check his e-mail while Chuck eats his cereal while reading a book called “Eat to Beat Cancer”.  

JOE

Man, she hasn’t called and she hasn’t e-mailed me.  

Chuck’s phone rings and Joe hurries to answer it.

JOE

Chuck and Joe’s place.  Yeah, he’s right here.

Joe hands the phone to Chuck.
CHUCK

Hello?

ROCHELLE (V.O.)

Chuck?  Chuck Newman?

CHUCK

Yes, who’s this?

ROCHELLE (V.O.)

I don’t know if you  remember me.  I’m Rochelle.  I guess could say that I was groupie back in the day.

CHUCK

Rochelle?  Oh, yeah, Rochelle.  How are you?

Joe sits up and looks over at Chuck because he recognizes the name.  

ROCHELLE (V.O.)

I’m good.

CHUCK

It’s been awhile.

ROCHELLE (V.O.)

Yeah, I know.  I saw you on the news.  I didn’t know you guys had changed the name of your band.  And I didn’t call because I…
CHUCK

You don’t have to explain, Rochelle.  You were more than a groupie and I treated you like dirt.  I know that.  I would’ve walked away too if I were you.

ROCHELLE (V.O.)

Yeah, well, there’s something that I need to tell you but not over the phone.  Is there somewhere we can meet?
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INT.  SARA’S COFFEE SHOP                                                                         24
Rochelle and Chuck are sitting down in a coffee shop in a booth.  Rochelle still has her coat on.  There is a jazz singer singing a bluesy version of “We Need a Little Christmas” in the café.  
CHUCK

Why didn’t you tell me?

ROCHELLE

Because you always said you didn’t want kids.

CHUCK

How old is he?

ROCHELLE

He’s seven.

CHUCK

You’re sure he’s mine?

ROCHELLE

Yes, you were the only one I was with but you can do a paternity test if you want to.  I don’t want anything from you, Chuck.  I want to make that clear.  I just wanted you to know in case…

CHUCK

In case what?

ROCHELLE

In case you’re dying.  I want Sam to know who his father is.  I would like him to meet you sometime soon.

CHUCK

I’m not dying Rochelle.  Besides, perhaps Sam will be a bone marrow match for me.  If he’s my son, who better?

Rochelle now looks mad.

ROCHELLE

You selfish asshole!  You only think about yourself.  You haven’t changed at all.  Do you really think I’m gonna let my kid go through all that for a dad who he doesn’t even know.
CHUCK

It’s not my fault he doesn’t know me, Rochelle.  I didn’t even know about him.

ROCHELLE

You didn’t want to know.  You never called me.  

CHUCK

And you never called me either.  Listen, this is my life.  Just wait until you get diagnosed with some life-threatening illness.  We’ll see just how you are.  It rocks your foundation, Rochelle.  
ROCHELLE

Listen, I’m sorry.  Maybe this was a mistake.

Rochelle gets up to leave but Chuck pulls her back down by her sleeve.

CHUCK

Rochelle, please don’t go.  I’m sorry.  I’m sorry for everything.

Rochelle looks down and is quiet for a moment to absorb his apology before she speaks.  

ROCHELLE

If you want to know him just because he may be a bone marrow donor for you, I don’t want you to know him.  I mean, I know I was not the only one you slept with.  Perhaps you have other kids out there that you don’t know about.  I know you donated your sperm once to a fertility clinic.  Maybe you should check with them and see if they can disclose any information about possible bone marrow donors you could have running around out there.
CHUCK

You’re right.  This whole thing is so silly.  I’m desperate, Rochelle.  I don’t want to die.  I’m not ready.

ROCHELLE
I’m sorry, Chuck.  I can’t be there for you.  This is too much for me.  I’m feeling too much.  I just wanted to see you again…for Sam.  He looks so much like you.  I do want you to meet him.  Call me if you would like to meet him.

Rochelle gives him a business card before getting up from the table and walking out of the coffee shop.  
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INT.  TACOMA ART MUSEUM                                                                      25
The band is setting up for a show at the Tacoma Art Museum.  

CARLY
Chief tells me you’re seeing Rochelle again, Chuck?  I haven’t seen her in so long.  How’s she doing?

CHUCK

I wouldn’t say that I’m seeing her but I met with her and she looks good.  She gave me her business card.  She’s a paralegal now.

DAN
Who’s Rochelle?

CHUCK

It was before your time, before you joined the band.  

HAL

Well, did you invite her to today’s show?  It’s an all ages show so she can bring your son.

CHUCK

No, I think it’s too soon.

JOE

Well, what is she waiting for?  She’s just wasting time.

CHUCK

None of us is guaranteed another tomorrow.  I want to give her all the time she needs even if she runs out of it.

CARLY

OK, guys.  Get ready.  It’s almost time.

The guys take their place on the stage.  Chief introduces the band before they play a song called “May We Rest in Peace”.  The song is about the death of a relationship.  There is slightly more people in the audience than the first scene of the movie.  The girl who was quietly listening in the first scene is there.  So is the biker guy and the drunk girl with a cocktail (but not yet drunk) from the first scene of the movie.  Of course, Carly and Debbie with Dan’s kids (2 boys) are there as well.   
CHIEF

Thank you all for coming.  We are Descent and we are selling our 3rd album “A Turn for the Worse” here tonight.  The first song we are going to be playing for you from our new album was written by our very talented Drummer, Joe Stanley.  It’s called, “May We Rest in Peace”.  

They begin to perform the song.  After the show is over, Dan approaches Chuck.

DAN

Hey, man.  Debbie and I want to know if you would like to go to church with us tomorrow morning.

CHUCK

You know, when I think of church, I don’t think of good things but I might not get many more chances to take you up on that offer so I’ll give it a go and finally relent.
DAN

Cool.  You know, our pastor can do a healing ceremony for you, if you want.  He can help you release any demons that may be afflicting you.

CHUCK

Well, I don’t know about that.  I’ll just attend the service first.

DAN

Sounds good.  I just wanted to make sure that the offer was on the table.  

CHUCK

I appreciate it, Dan.
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INT.  CHURCH                                                                                                   26
Chuck is at a non-denominational Christian church with Dan and his wife and 2 boys.  The church has their Christmas décor up.  The worship team is singing a song that he seems to be inspired by.  The pastor then goes up to a microphone.
PASTOR

You all know the parable of the sower?  Today’s sermon will focus on determining what kind of soil you are.  Are you the thorny soil?  Are your thoughts and worries choking all of the good out of His word like thorns?  Or are you the rocky soil, not letting His word take root and not absorbing the depth of its meaning and letting it germinate in your soul?  Are you the wayside, letting birds of prey take your faith, letting yourself be easily affected by others, maybe even supposed Christians?  Or are you the good earth?  How do you know?  (Pause)  You will know by the fruit you yield.  What is your fruit?  Well, Jesus said we are to be fishers of men.  Your fruit can be those you bring to Christ.  What else falls under fruit?  I think that any good deeds that are meant to extend His kingdom in any way, in any form can fall under fruit.  Think of yourselves as gathering seeds – that they blossom and grow when God anoints your spring.
After mass is over, Chuck hugs Dan while Debbie tries to round up the kids who have wondered off.  

CHUCK

Thanks so much for inviting me.  You guys have a very talented worship team.

DAN

Yeah, I was on it for years but now I let the younger fellas jam for the Lord.

CHUCK

I felt very inspired today.  I’m surprised that you don’t ever write any songs, Dan.  I mean you’re here every Sunday.  

DAN

Are you kidding?  I write Christian songs all the time.  Some of them are performed by our worship team.

CHUCK

Really?  Maybe we can get Chief to let us smuggle a couple of them into the line-up of the next show.

DAN

You have more pull with him than I do but that would be great.  I would love that.  But you have to sing ‘cause you know I can’t sing and I know that Chief won’t want to sing any Christian songs.  
CHUCK

I’ll talk to Chief about it.  It’s time for us to lighten up a little bit.

DAN

So, what are your plans for the rest of the day?

CHUCK

I’m planning to meet up with Rochelle and meet my son.

DAN

Man, that’s a riot.  I can’t believe you have a son that you never even knew about.

CHUCK

I’m nervous.

Dan pats him on the back.

DAN

Good luck, buddy.  I’m sure it’ll go fine.

27
EXT.  LOCAL PARK                                                                                          27
Chuck is at a park meeting his son and Rochelle.

ROCHELLE

Sam, this is Chuck.  Chuck, this is Sam.

Chuck kneels down to get on Sam’s level.

CHUCK

It’s very nice to meet you, Sam.

SAM

It’s nice to meet you, Sir.

CHUCK

You can call me Chuck.

ROCHELLE

Maybe, Chuck can push you on the swing.

Sam runs over to the swings and gets on one.  Chuck goes over and starts to push Sam on the swings.
SAM

Mister, are you my dad?

CHUCK

Yes, I am.

Chuck continues to push him as Rochelle watches on from a park bench.  At some point, some other kids come to the park and Sam begins to play with them.  Chuck walks over to Rochelle and sits down next to her.

ROCHELLE

It’s a beautiful day.

CHUCK

You, know, I never told you that I love you, Rochelle.

ROCHELLE

It’s OK.  I know you did.  I felt it.

CHUCK

That morning, when you called, I pretended to not know who you were when really I had been waiting for that phone call for a long time.

ROCHELLE

Really?

CHUCK

Yes.

There is some silence.  But it is a peaceful and comfortable silence as Chuck puts his arm around Rochelle and she lets him pull her a little closer.  A moment passes before Chuck says this next line of dialogue.

CHUCK

I never told you what my dying wish is.

ROCHELLE

Chuck, don’t.  It’s too soon for dying wishes.

CHUCK

It’s never too soon for dying wishes.  

He whispers in her ear and her eyes start to well up with tears.  He hugs her.

CHUCK

I’m going to say goodbye to Sam.

Chuck gets up but the camera stays with Rochelle and the emotions behind her face, a mixture of happiness and sadness.  The song “Fields of Gold” performed by Eva Cassidy begins to play and Rochelle watches Chuck play with Sam.  Chuck looks at Rochelle and meets her smile.  He walks over to her and puts her arm around her and holds her hand.  The camera stays for a while the song plays.  Rochelle lays her head on Chuck’s shoulder.  
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INT.  THERAPIST’S OFFICE                                                                           28
Chuck walks into his therapist’s office and sits down.

THERAPIST

Hello, Chuck.  I’m surprised to see you.

CHUCK

Really?

THERAPIST

Happily surprised.  It’s good to see you again.

CHUCK

You too.

THERAPIST

So, how have you been?  What are you feeling?

CHUCK

I feel alone.  Utterly alone.

THERAPIST

I’m sorry.

CHUCK

I found out that I have a son.  

THERAPIST

You do?

CHUCK

He’s seven years old.  I’m angry that I didn’t know about him.  But I understand why she didn’t tell me.  I told her that I didn’t want children.

THERAPIST

An ex-girlfriend?

CHUCK

Yeah.  The love of my life, really.

THERAPIST

Oh.

CHUCK

And now that she’s back in my life and now that I’ve met my son, I don’t want to die.  Not now, anyway and not anytime soon.  

The therapist is quiet but conveys empathy with her face.

CHUCK

I want to be a better father than my father was to me.

THERAPIST

What is your father like?

CHUCK

He’s a miserable old bastard.  He lives in Jersey where most of my family is.

THERAPIST

You must miss them.  Has it been awhile since you’ve been back there?

CHUCK

About 10 years, I guess.

THERAPIST

That’s a long time.  Have you spoken to them since you were diagnosed.
CHUCK

Just my dad.  
THERAPIST

And how did he take it?

CHUCK

Not well.

THERAPIST

I guess that that would be a hard thing for anyone to hear.

CHUCK

Yeah, I guess.

THERAPIST

It is usually the sort of thing one talks about in person.  Ever think about going back?  Just for a visit?

CHUCK

No, not really.

THERAPIST
Might be a good idea.  Might be a healing journey.

There is a moment of silence.

CHUCK

They are my only chance to find a match, my best chance really.  I haven’t wanted to rely on them for anything.  We all kind of went our separate ways after my mother died.

THERAPIST

Do you want to talk about that some more – your mother’s death?

CHUCK

No, not really.  I don’t think I’m ready.  It’s weird when you have to grieve your own death.  I think I know what she may have felt towards the end.

Chuck starts to cry.
CHUCK

It must’ve been so hard for her knowing she was leaving her children behind.  

The therapist lets him cry for a moment.

THERAPIST

Have you ever grieved your mother’s death?

CHUCK

No.  I think that’s what I’m doing now.

The therapist nods.

THERAPIST

How can you honor her memory?  What do you think she would want you to do?

CHUCK

Go and see my family.

Chuck smiles and waves his finger at the therapist.

CHUCK

You’re good.

THERAPIST

I try.

Some silence.

CHUCK

I checked out the conference you recommended.

THERAPIST

Oh, really?  What did you think?

CHUCK

I liked it.  There was this hospital chaplain there who said that it was important to finish any unfinished business, seek forgiveness and stuff like that.

THERAPIST

Is there anyone that you need to seek forgiveness from?

CHUCK

There are plenty of people.

They both start laughing.
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INT.  CHUCK’S APARTMENT                                                                        29

Chuck decides to call Heidi.  He picks up the phone in his apartment and dials her number.  Joe is in the background reading a comic on the couch and smoking a blunt.  

HEIDI (V.O.)

Hello?

CHUCK

Heidi?

HEIDI (V.O.)

Chuck?

CHUCK

Is now a good time to talk?

HEIDI (V.O.)

Sure.  It’s good to hear from you.  It’s good to hear your voice.

CHUCK

I just wanted to say that I’m sorry, Heidi.  I’m sorry for everything.  I’m sorry for the way I treated you.  I think I took you for granted.  

Heidi is quiet for a moment.

CHUCK

Will you forgive me?  For everything?

HEIDI (V.O.)

Yeah, sure.

CHUCK

So how are you doing?

HEIDI (V.O.)

Good.  Jeff and I got a puppy and now he wants to get another one.  I don’t know if it’s a good idea.

CHUCK

Well, you don’t want the one you have to be lonely.

HEIDI (V.O.)

Yeah.

There is a moment of silence.

CHUCK

Well, I won’t take up anymore of your time.  I just wanted to say that I’m sorry and that I’m happy for you, really, truly happy for you.

HEIDI (V.O.)

Thanks, Chuck.  That means a lot to me.

CHUCK

OK, I’ll let you go now.

HEIDI (V.O.)

OK.

Chuck hangs up the phone and Joe sits up and looks at him.

JOE

You didn’t tell her.

CHUCK

I don’t want her to worry about me.  It wouldn’t be fair to her.

Joe takes another puff of his blunt.

CHUCK

Man, you need to quit smoking that stuff, Joe.  

There is a knock at the door.  Chuck checks the peephole and sees that it’s Kimberly, Joe’s ex.  He whispers the next line to Joe.

CHUCK

It’s Kim.

Joe panics and says this next line before rushing to his room.

JOE

Tell her I’m not here.

Chuck opens the door.

CHUCK

He’s not here, Kim.

Kim tries to look into the apartment to see for herself but Chuck keeps the door mostly closed.

KIM

I know he’s here, Chuck.  I can smell him.

CHUCK

Well, maybe he isn’t ready to see you I mean, can’t you call before you come over?

Ever think about that?

KIM

Tell him to call me.

Chuck closes the door and Joe comes out of the room.

JOE

What did she say?

CHUCK

She wants you to call her.

Joe smiles to himself.

CHUCK

You’re not going to, are you?

JOE

Well, not right away.  I’m gonna make her wait.  Wait and suffer.

CHUCK

The drama never ends.  

JOE

What are your plans for Christmas?  Are you going home?

CHUCK

No, but I might go home after Christmas when the tickets are cheaper.  How about you?

JOE

Naw.

CHUCK

Dan invited us to go to his house this weekend for a Christmas party.  Want to go?

JOE

Are you asking me on a date?

CHUCK

Yeah.

JOE

I always knew you had the hots for me.  
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INT.  DAN’S HOUSE                                                                                         ?

Joe and Chuck arrive at Dan’s house for the Christmas party.  The house is all decorated in Christmas decorum.  Debbie answers the door wearing a Christmas sweater.  Chuck and Joe both have wrapped gifts with them.  They also give Debbie a bottle of wine.    
DEBBIE

Chuck!  Joe!  I’m so glad you both made it.  Thank you.  We need more wine.  
Chief notices them from the sofa.

CHIEF

They’re finally here.  Now we can start the gift exchange.

Joe and Chuck sit down in the living where Carly, Chief, Hal, one of Hal’s girlfriend’s Barbie, and Debbie are.  There is also a man there that they do not recognize.  Dan introduces him.

DAN

Chuck, Joe, this is Colm.  He’s a friend from church.  He’s from Ireland and won’t be making it home for Christmas so we invited him to our party.

Colm has an Irish accent.

COLM

Hi, it’s nice to meet you.

JOE

Nice to meet you too.

DEBBIE

Chuck, Joe, do either of you want something to drink?

CHUCK
No thanks.

JOE

I’ll take a beer if you have any.

DEBBIE

Sure.

Debbie takes off to the kitchen.

HAL

Chuck, Joe, this is Barbie.

BARBIE

Hi.

CHUCK

Hi.

Joe nods at her.  Debbie comes back in with a beer and hands it to Joe.

CARLY

Where the boys at, Deb?

DEBBIE

Oh, they’re over at my friend Sandy’s house.  We’re having a family Christmas party tomorrow.  

CHIEF

Can we come back for that too?

DEBBIE

Sure.

DAN

Well, let’s get the gift exchange going.  For those of you who don’t know how the exchange goes, we all draw a number from one to …how many of us are there?
Debbie counts everyone quickly.

DEBBIE

There’s 9 of us.

Debbie goes around with a bowl full of numbers for people to draw from as Dan is speaking.

DAN
So, we all draw a number from one to nine and the first person picks a present from the pile.  The second person can take the first person’s or get another gift.  And so on.  A gift can only be exchanged 3 times and the first person gets to choose whoever’s gift they want at the end.  So, who’s number one?
BARBIE

That would be me.
HAL

Lucky you.

Barbie smiles and  picks out a gift and unwraps it.  It is a tube of toothpaste, some dental floss and a toothbrush.

HAL

Did someone just go to the dentist?

Everyone laughs.

DEBBIE

I’m number two.  I think your gift is safe there, Barbie.

Debbie picks out another gift from the center pile.  She opens it and finds that it is leftover Halloween candy.

DEBBIE

Leftover Halloween candy.  Looks like there’s going to be no good gifts this year.

DAN

Who’s number three?

JOE

Oh, I think I am.

Joe picks a present from the center and opens it.  It is incense.

CHUCK

Oh, good!  You can use that to cover up the scent of you marijuana.

Everyone laughs.  

CHIEF

I’m four.

Chief chooses a gift from the center.  He looks for the heaviest gift.  He opens it and finds that it is a scrap-booking kit.

DEBBIE

Oh, Dan, try to get that for me.

DAN

That’s funny, ‘cause I’m next.

Dan walks over to Chief and steals his gift.  Chief looks around at the gifts that have been opened.  Debbie holds out her gift to him.

DEBBIE

Want some candy?

CHIEF

No, thanks.

He picks out another gift.  It is lottery scratch tickets.

HAL

No scratching until the game is done.

COLM

I’m next I think.  We’re on 6 right?

DAN

Yeah.

COLM

I don’t know if I want to open a gift.  I don’t trust you yanks so I think I’ll take the tickets.

Chief gives him the lottery tickets.

CHIEF
Man, I have to choose yet another gift.  Next year, we should do potlatch.
DAN

Potlatch?  What’s that?

CHIEF

You have to make something for someone.  You draw names and all that but no one can take your gift.

HAL

Then what if you get a crappy gift?
CARLY

It’s the thought that counts, fellas.

HAL

Screw that.

Chief selects a gift from the center.  He opens it and finds that it is a cheese grater.
CHIEF

A cheese grater?  OK.

CHUCK
I’m next.

He opens up the gift and finds that it is a cup.  He starts to cry and everyone looks confused.  Joe puts his hand on his shoulder.

JOE

Want to take a walk?

Joe nods and they get up and walk outside.

31
EXT.  DAN’S NEIGHBORHOOD                                                                  31

Joe and Chuck start walking around the block.

CHUCK

I don’t even know why I started crying.  These days anything will make me cry.  Heck, commercials make me cry now.  And it makes me feel like so much less of a man.  It makes me feel weak and I don’t want to be weak.

JOE

It’s not weak to show your feelings, Woodchuck.  I think it takes strength to shed some tears, especially in public.  I wish more people did it.

CHUCK

Stop.  You’re gonna make me cry.

They both start laughing and keep walking.  
CHUCK
I want to tell you something Joe that I’ve never told anyone, well except for a crazy priest and boy do I regret that.

JOE

What is it?

CHUCK

You’ve got to promise not to tell anyone.

JOE

Of course.

CHUCK

I was molested by a catholic priest when I was a little boy.

JOE

Oh my God!

CHUCK

You can say that again.  I use to think that I was gay because of what happened.

JOE

You know the same thing happened to me but not by a priest.

CHUCK

Really?

JOE

Yeah.  My perpetrator was the next door neighbor that use to baby sit us.  I use to think that it made me pretty cool because she was a pretty girl but now I see how much it has screwed me up.  

CHUCK

I still have dreams of hunting that priest down and beating the shit out of him.

JOE

I don’t blame you.  If you want, I’ll help you find him and help you beat him up too.

CHUCK

No.  I don’t want to carry around anymore deep hatred or resentment in my body.  It’s not good for my health.

JOE

Yeah.  
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INT.  CHUCK’S APARTMENT                                                                      32
Kim has a suitcase and some bags with her and Chuck is showing her around the apartment.

CHUCK

So, that’s it.  I already told my landlady that you’ll be staying here for a while and she’s cool with it.  Oh, and here’s the keys.

He hands her some keys.

KIM

So, when are you leaving, Chuckie?
CHUCK

Sometime this weekend.

KIM

We’ll miss you, Chuck.

CHUCK

Thanks.  I’ll miss everyone too.

KIM

I heard about you and Heidi.  Didn’t like her much anyway.

CHUCK

Yeah.

KIM

Oh and I heard about Rochelle.  I can’t believe you guys are talking again.

CHUCK

Yeah, life’s a trip, ain’t it?

KIM

So, when does Joe get home?

CHUCK

Sometime soon.  He had to go into the shop today and get some work done.  Be gentle with him, alright?

KIM

Gentle with him?  He’s the one who cheated on me.

CHUCK

Oh, he didn’t tell me that.

KIM

Well, he wouldn’t, would he?  You know if it weren’t for that damn alcohol, he wouldn’t cheat and he wouldn’t be such an asshole sometimes.
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INT.  CHUCK’S WORKPLACE                                                                     33
Chuck is at the end of his shift and he is saying goodbye to his boss since he is going to be gone for a while.  The boss looks up when Chuck enters his office.  

BOSS
You done for the day, Chuck?

CHUCK

Yeah.

BOSS
Well, I wish we could hold your position for you, but you know how it is around here.  Just reapply when you get back if you want your job back.

CHUCK

OK.  Thank you, sir.

BOSS
Oh, Chuck.  I can’t forget to give you this.

He hands Chuck a card that Chuck opens and finds signatures from his co-workers on the card and a wad of cash.

BOSS
We all took up a collection for you.

CHUCK

I... I don’t know what to say.

BOSS
You don’t have to say anything.  You’ve been a great employee.  I hope I’ll see you again.  Everyone here is going to miss you.
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INT.  NIGHT CLUB                                                                                     34
The band is performing at a night club and has an almost full audience.  They are finishing up a song before Chief says this next line of dialogue.

CHIEF

Now, I would like to introduce our lead guitarist, Chuck, who will be performing vocals for the next song written by our bassist, Dan Waters.  Chuck has been my good friend for over 15 years and he will be leaving us to go back home to Jersey to see his family.  

Chief looks directly at Chuck before saying this next line.

CHIEF

He doesn’t know how long he will be gone but I hope he knows how much he will be missed.  

The band subsides except for Dan and Chuck.  Dan plays acoustic guitar while Chuck sings a song that Dan wrote called As You Need Me.  The audience is quietly moved by the piece.  The movie ends to this song as scenes of Chuck packing, getting dropped off at the airport, hugging his band mates goodbye and an airplane going across the sky play out before the ending credits.
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