FADE | N:
I NT. HENRY'S CABI N -- MORNI NG

HENRY, an ei ghteen year old average |ooking fellow wi th bl ack
hair and brown eyes, sleeps with his eyes closed. The bed
he's lying on is very small and his feet dangle off the edge.
H s SNORES are loud and irritating to listen to. He turns

to his side, and |ays there continuing to sl eep.

Unbeknownst to him standi ng above himis his UNCLE JACK, a
forty-nine year old man, who despite his age still loves to
have fun. He has a pillow in his hand and SMACKS Henry four
ti mes bouncing Henry's head up and down waki ng hi m out of
hi s sl unber.

Henry violently wakes up and he throws his hands all around
trying to stop the smacks.

HENRY

Cut it out wllya? I'mstill tired.
UNCLE JACK

Now wake up. | thought | told you I

wasn't gonna have you sl eepin' al
day |ike a bat.

HENRY
I"'mstill tired fromlast night.

UNCLE JACK
| told you you'd be tired, but you
didn't listen.
(beat)
And | said you'd pay when the nornin'
cones. Renenber?

Henry | owers his head back on his pillow and shows his back
to Uncl e Jack.

HENRY
Leave nme al one ol d man.

UNCLE JACK
Wake up. |'mnot gonna ask you
again... Now |I'mwarning you. You
don't wake up and you'll see what

happens.
Henry is already snoring again. Suddenly a fountain of cold
water falls on his face and Henry | eaps out of bed gasping
for air.
| NT. HENRY'S CABIN -- LATER

Bacon burnt to the crisp rests on two plates. Next to the
bacon are eggs and bread.



Uncl e Jack eats the food on his plate and |l ets the other
food get real cold.

Henry comes slowly wal ki ng down the steps, yawning on his
way. He puts his suspenders on his shoulders. Henry's still
tired as he stunbles his way down the steps.

He coll apses in a seat across the table from Uncl e Jack.
Uncl e Jack doesn't even | ook up fromhis plate when Henry
sits down. He's too focused on his neal.

Henry rubs his eyes and yawns once nore.

HENRY
VWere's Jeremah? He wasn't in his
room

UNCLE JACK

He's with Beth.

HENRY
Well when's he getting back?

UNCLE JACK
Dunno.

Henry picks up a piece of bacon and takes a bite. He
imediately spits it out and begi ns coughing. Uncle Jack
| ooks up.

UNCLE JACK ( CONT' D)
(chuckl i ng)
What's wong with you Henry that's
sone good bacon you're waistin'.

Henry coughs and holds his throat.

HENRY
(still coughing)
Not only is that bacon burnt, it's
i ce cold.
(beat)
That's the first tinme |'ve ever had
burnt bacon that was col d.

UNCLE JACK
(alittle offended)
How ' bout next time you wake up bright
and early in the nornin' and make
breakfast for yourself.

Uncl e Jack bites into his bacon, and Henry crunches it up
into crunbs.



HENRY
This m ght just be the worst bacon
|'ve ever had. How could you serve
this to soneone.

UNCLE JACK

(still eating)
You're lucky that you were never a
gun slinger back in the day, because
that's all we ever had was burnt,
cold, food. W didn't have tine to
cook things right. W was always on
the run. | was just about your age
too. Bad tines.

HENRY
| remenber you saying that back in
t he day when you was a gunnman you
were havin' a blast day in and day
out.

Henry tries to eat his eggs, but he spits that out too.

UNCLE JACK
| never said anything |like that, and
hey stop spitting out good food.

HENRY
Yes you did. I'mtellin" you your
menory is gettin' away fromyou every
day now ol d man.

UNCLE JACK
Well | guess you're right. Fact is
it was a bl ast sonetines and harsh
others. Sure, it was fun to hunt
down the bad men. It wasn't fun
wat chi ng your friends dying.

HENRY
So were you serious about what you
were saying earlier?

UNCLE JACK
VWhat was | saying earlier?

HENRY
You were saying that | was |ucky
that I was never a gunslinger back
in the day.

Uncl e Jack | eans back in his chair.
UNCLE JACK

Vell you are lucky you weren't one.
( MORE)



UNCLE JACK ( CONT' D)
The law wasn't as enforced like it
is now Crinme was nore ranpant.
Peopl e' s scal ps were bei ng taken
j ust about every day.

Uncl e Jack pretends like he's using a knife to scal p away
sonmeone' s scal p.

HENRY
You think | would ve been a good | aw
man just |ike you?

UNCLE JACK
| was hopin' you weren't gonna ask
me that question.

HENRY
Wel |l why not?

UNCLE JACK
Don't take offence to this, but
conpared to ne and the nen | rode
with you' re soft and bein' soft just
won't cut it.

HENRY
(of fended)
| woul d've been good. Wat about
Jerem ah? You think Jerem ah would
be a good one?

UNCLE JACK
Yes, Jerem ah woul d' ve been an
excel l ent | aw man.

HENRY
Ch you're just saying that because
he's your son.

UNCLE JACK
Maybe so.

HENRY
Jerem ah's a horrible shot. And
he's slow. \What's he got that |
don't?

UNCLE JACK
Slow? How fast are you?

HENRY
G me your holster old tiner.

Uncl e Jack takes his holster belt off and hands it to Henry.
Henry takes it and waps it around his own wai st.



HENRY ( CONT' D)
Watch how quick I am Maybe you'l
| earn sonet hi ng.

Henry draws his weapon and points it at Uncle Jack. He draws
pretty fast.

HENRY ( CONT' D)
Fast ain't it?

Henry twirls it back in his holster.
UNCLE JACK

That's fast, but the real question
is can you shoot it?

HENRY
| got a better shot than Wld Bill.
UNCLE JACK
| doubt that, but do you got guts?
HENRY
GQut s- -
UNCLE JACK
--Jerem ah's got guts and guts is
enough.
HENRY

You don't think I got guts?
Henry continues to twirl the gun in his hand while talking.

UNCLE JACK
Lemme ask you sonething. Wuld you
shoot an unarned man?

HENRY
An unarned man? Unarnmed? No
woul dn't shoot an unar ned man.

UNCLE JACK
Well don't tell any one | said this
to you, but |I've done a few unarned
men before, and I"'mtelling you right
now it had to be done.

HENRY
Well that sure is a yellowthing to
do. At least wait 'til he can arm
hi nsel f.

UNCLE JACK
And have his nen shoot you while
you' re doing the waiting? You
woul dn't have the guts.



HENRY
Vell 1'd rather be the man with the
good aimand the fast draw than the
man with the guts.

UNCLE JACK
Sit down and finish up the rest of
your food? It mght get colder than
it already is.

HENRY
|"mgettin' tired of you bossin' ne
ol d man.

Uncl e Jack chuckles to hinself.

HENRY ( CONT' D)
Well what's so funny? You got
sonething to say, then say it.

Henry twirls the gun again and stops it in front of Uncle
Jack. Uncle Jack props his feet up on the table and puts
hi s hands behi nd his head.

UNCLE JACK
| see where you're comn' from
You' re ei ghteen and now you think
you don't gotta listen to ne no nore.
Let me tell you sonethin' you ain't

no man yet.
HENRY
That ain't true.
UNCLE JACK
Well 1'Il tell you what. | was gonna

ask you to go into town today and
fetch me sone supplies, but | guess
with this sudden rebellion you ain't
gonna do it. Right?

HENRY
Yeah, right.

UNCLE JACK
VWll now just like ny pa did with nme
we' re gonna have to shoot for who
goes.

HENRY
Are you sure about this old man?

UNCLE JACK
Yeah | ' m sure.



HENRY
Because |'m warning you right now
can shoot real good.

UNCLE JACK
Okay Annie Oakley. Let's see what
you got.

EXT. LAKE -- DAY

The blue water of the |ake splashes in the air as JEREM AH
junps in. Jeremah is a handsone young man in his early to
md-twenties. H's hair is cut short and his face is free
fromfacial hair.

Already treading water in the lake is BETH  She's gorgeous
and her hair reaches down to her shoul ders.

BETH
(1 aughi ng)
This water's freezing col d.
JEREM AH
It's not that bad. It's warner than

it normally is.

BETH
It's not cold huh?

JEREM AH
No.

Bet h spl ashes water in Jerem ah's face and he covers his
head.

JEREM AH ( CONT' D)
Ckay! Ckay it's cold.

They float around in silence for a nonent.

BETH

How s your cousin Henry doi ng?
JEREM AH

Just fine.
BETH

That boy sure is mghty pretty.
Jerem ah | ooks down for a nonent.

JEREM AH
Sur e.

BETH
O course he's not as good | ookin'
as you.



Jerem ah perks right back up

BETH ( CONT' D)
How s your Uncle Jack doi ng?

JEREM AH
Just fine.

BETH
You gonna end up a |aw man just |ike
he was back in the day? | heard

back in the day he shot seven nen
who had the drop on him

JEREM AH
That's inpossible to kill seven nen
who got the drop on you.

BETH
Just what | heard.

JEREM AH
VWll you ain't s'pose to go around
believin' every silly little thing
you hear.

BETH
Answer ny question, would you want
to be a | awman.

JEREM AH
No. \Whenever he tal ks about it just
don't sound like nothin' |I'd wanna
do.
BETH
What sounds so bad 'bout it?
JEREM AH
The killin'.
(beat)
| don't think I've got the guts to
kill another man.
BETH

| don't understand you fellas.
Everybody' s al ways maekin' a big deal
about killin' another man. Just
pull the trigger.

JEREM AH
Well maybe you're right. | just
woul dn't be able to stop thinking,
what if that was ne on the other end
of the gun.



BETH
Well the nmen you'd be killin'
hopeful |y woul d be outlaws, and you
ain't never gonna be no outlaw. .. |
hope.

JEREM AH

| think I'd be nore of a frontiersnen.
Ya know? The first thing I'd do is
| eave this small town. D d you know
| ain't never been past G eenl ake?
|'ve been here all ny life and |
ain't never seen nothing new. It's
time for me to nove on

(sighs)
| can't wait to | eave here.

BETH
Prom se nme you'll never |eave this
town with out ne.

JEREM AH
| dunno. | don't think | could
prom se you that.

BETH
Wel |l just why not?

JEREM AH
Vell first off I'mnot sure what |
want to do with nyself yet, but why
do always say that? Wy do you al ways
tell nme never to | eave with out you?
| f you want to cone | guess there'd
be nothin' stoppin' you.

BETH
Because back when | was a little
girl nmy brother went on sonme wld

adventure to Mssouri... he never
canme back. The Indians probably
took his scalp. | don't want that
to happen to you.
JEREM AH
Well | promse you Beth I'll never
| eave you with out com ng back
BETH
When are you gonna to nmarry ne

Jerem ah?

The awkward question catches Jerem ah off guard a little bit
and he hesitates before responding.

JEREM AH
Wll... | don't know.
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Beth swine a little closer to himand she ki sses Jerenm ah on
t he cheek.

EXT. HENRY' S CABIN -- LATER

St akes have been set up side-by-side aligned into two
colums. Five stakes in each col um.

Henry and Uncl e Jack each stand in front of their own col ums
pi stol s in hand.

HENRY
What kind of gun is this | got?
UNCLE JACK
It's a colt navy revolver. It's
good.
HENRY
How do | know this gun's any good?
UNCLE JACK
Well | done kept it real clean over
t he years.
HENRY

No | nean the type.

UNCLE JACK
The type? 1It's an excellent type.
WIld Bill H ckock used that kinda
gun. So | guess he thought so.

HENRY
Wld Bill did?
UNCLE JACK
Yeah.
HENRY
What ki nd of gun you got?
UNCLE JACK
Schofi el d.
HENRY

ls it better?

UNCLE JACK
Look kid, both guns shoot straight.
|'"ve had both of "emsince | was a
cub.

HENRY
Well who goes first?
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UNCLE JACK
Don't matter who goes first. 1'll
W n either way.

HENRY
Well then you go first old tinmer.
You probably can't even see the stakes
in the ground.
(1 aughs)
Go ahead and shoot ol d man.

Uncl e Jack ignores Henry's taunts and hol sters his pistol.
He stares at the stakes for a second then draws his weapon

firing five rapid successive rounds knocki ng down the stakes

one by one.
UNCLE JACK
Looks like I still got it. Your
turn young nan.

Uncle Jack twirls his gun back into his hol ster.

Henry exhal es nervously and holsters his pistol. He waits a

few nonents and then draws his weapon firing five rounds not
one of themhitting any of the stakes.

Henry stares at the stakes dunmbfounded. Uncle Jack can't
hol d his |aughter any nore and he begins to | augh
uncontrol l ably. He holds his stomach still | aughing.

HENRY
That's not funny.

Henry bends down and picks Uncle Jack back up.

HENRY ( CONT' D)
Shut up al r eady.

Henry suddenly grasps his heart and falls to the ground
shaki ng and convul si ng.

HENRY ( CONT' D)
My heart!

Uncl e Jack goes down on his knees with himand holds Henry
whi l e he goes through the painful experience.

UNCLE JACK
It's almost over... It's al nost over
just hang in there.

Henry finally stops shaking.

UNCLE JACK ( CONT' D)
You okay now?
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HENRY
Yeah. That's got to be the worst
feeling in the world Uncle Jack

UNCLE JACK
Are you alright now?
HENRY
Yeah |I'm fine.
UNCLE JACK
Your ma used to have those same heart
problenms. | don't know what it is.
HENRY
Vell I'"'mfine now I'll still go to
t own.
UNCLE JACK

Are you sure?

HENRY
Yes.

Uncl e Jack takes out a roll of bills. He places it in Henry's
hand.

UNCLE JACK
| put inalittle extra so you can
get yourself a woman while you're in
town. Have fun.

Henry snat ches the noney away.

UNCLE JACK ( CONT' D)
Oh and don't go drinkin' any |iquor
while you're in town!

I NT. BOB'S SALOON -- LATER

Henry sits at Bob's sal oon drinking a shot of whiskey. He
downs a glass and lets it ease down his throat. Behind him
a group of three loud nen play a gane of poker.

I n the background Henry hears the nen talk.

CHARLES, a drunken, dirty, fat man with a beard sits behind
Henry at the poker table. Across fromhimis another man,
BERT, an ugly man with a m ssing arm

The last man at the table, JOHN, with a thick neck and
muscul ar arnms, brings all the noney on the table to hinself.
The ot her nen groan.

CHARLES
He's cheatin'!
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JOHN
Now what nmakes you believe |'m
cheatin' Charles? Honest to God |
ain't.

BERT
Yeah, what makes you believe it?

CHARLES
That's seven hands in a row you done
won. No man's that |ucky.

JOHN
Even if | amcheatin', what are you
gonna do about it?

BERT
Yeah, what are you gonna do about?

CHARLES
Trust me John. You don't wanna find
out. Now if you cheat again | mma
put a bullet between your eyes.

Henry doesn't hold his liquor very well. He's a little tipsy.

HENRY
Bob! Bob!

BOB, an older man with a goatee, turns around fromhis gl ass
cl eani ng.

BOB
What ?

HENRY
VWl | pour ne another drink bartender.
Do your job. C non now.

BOB
Go easy on the liquor now.

HENRY
| am goin' easy! Now pour ne anot her
dri nk bartender!

Bob pours hi m anot her shot of whiskey in Henry's shot gl ass.
HENRY ( CONT' D)
This is a nice town you know t hat
Bob?

BOB
Yeah, sure Henry.
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HENRY
Did you know ny ma back in the day
Bob?
BOB
Well sure | knew Margaret Russell.
HENRY
Tell me what she | ooked I|ike.
BOB
Well. She was a pretty little thing
and- -
CHARLES

| knew your ma! Margaret Russell!

The other nen at the table |augh.

CHARLES ( CONT' D)

(1 aughi ng)

Best whore north of Mexi co!

HENRY
You son of a--

Henry and Charles both junp up fromtheir seats and get in
each others faces, but Charles has his revol ver under Henry's

chi n.

CHARLES
What were you gonna say?

BOB

Now put that gun down Charl es!

Bert starts |laughin' even harder.

BERT

Vell you gonna shoot 'em Charlie?

Charl es shoves the pistol harder up against Henry's chin.
Henry's scared and he closes his eyes tight.

CHARLES
| just m ght.

The doors of the saloon swing open and there's two nen

standi ng there hol ding Wnchesters.

The nen are chew ng

t obacco and | ook even worse than Charl es.

Pause.
The man on the right speaks up.

MAN

Any body in here know a Henry Russell ?
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There's anot her dead sil ence.

MAN# 2
(to Charl es)
Hey ugly.
CHARLES
What ?
MAN# 2

You know a Henry Russel | ?

CHARLES
(1 oweri ng gun)
Thi s boy right here.

MAN
(pointing to Henry)
Hi nf?

Henry stands there with his nouth open and scar ed.

CHARLES
(fearful)
Yeah, him

MAN
(rai sing Wnchester)
Adi os Henry.

Bob BLASTS a shot from his shotgun bl ow ng the man backwar ds
out si de the sal oon and out onto the streets.

Henry draws his colt revolver and FIRES two shots at the man
on the left. The first mssing and the other nailing the
man in the stomach. The man cowers over and falls down.

Henry | ooks at the man he just killed. He's not sure rather
to be happy or to start crying.

BOB
Now what in God's nane was that about?

HENRY
| ain't gotta clue what that fella
was tal kin" 'bout!

BOB
Best fetch the sheriff so he can
sort this out.

Henry shoves open the swi nging doors. A tall man standing
across the dirt road begins fanning his schofield towards
him The bullets blast holes next to the wall and inside
the saloon. A stray bullet nmakes its way inside and puts a
hole in Bob's eye.
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Henry turns back around inside the sal oon.

HENRY
Bob!

Bob's head rests on the counter surface bl ood stream ng
t hrough his eye and onto the counter.

The nen pl ayi ng poker are up and running out the sal oon door.
Henry | eans over the counter and picks up Bob's shot gun.

He runs up the steps and by the tinme he's reached the top,
the two gun nen have foll owed himinside.

Henry waits at the top of the stairs aimng the gun down the
stair case. Hi s heart is punping and beads of sweat pour
down his face. He quickly uses his forearmto w pe the sweat
of f of his forehead.

The gun nen who followed himinside slowy creep their way
to the stair case schofields in hand. One is behind the
ot her and as soon as the first man cones in sight of Henry.
Henry BLOAS himoff his feet. The jolt fromthe shotgun
knocks Henry on his back.

The pellets rip through the man's upper chest and in his
neck. The other gun man goes down on his knees and | ooks at
his friend s dead body.

GUN MAN
Billy! You shot Billy! Inmm kill
you now you

Henry retreats into a roomwhere he sees a man cowered into
t he corner.

He clinbs his way out the man's wi ndow and falls onto the
wooden canopy roofi ng.

Just below himis another man pointing his gun up into the
canopy roof and blindly shooting wwth his rifle.

Bul |l ets and wood splinters shoot up through the roof just
behind Henry as he runs to the edge.

Two shots are fired at the man. The man falls down soon
engul fed with his own bl ood.

SHERI FF SAMMWY in the mddle of the street lowers his rifle
down once he's seen that he's killed the nman.

Henry | eaps of f the wooden canopy and | ands on the ground.

Foot steps can be heard behind himand Henry sw ngs around
to see who is there. Behind himis the neanest, ugliest,
dirtiest man you'll ever see. DIRTY DAN. Dirty Dan is just
flat out ugly. He w elds dual peacenakers.
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Henry raises his pistol up and Dirty Dan shoots it right out
of Henry's hand. Henry YELLS and falls to his knees hol di ng
hi s bl eedi ng hand.

Dirty Dan opens his nouth revealing brown and yell ow teeth.

DI RTY DAN
| mma teach you to trick ne again.

He shoves his peacenekers right up against Henry's face.

The nose of a rifle pushes up against the back of Dirty Dan's
head. Sheriff Sammy holds the gun there. Sheriff Sammy
starts tal king show ng the many gaps his teeth have.

SHERI FF SAMWY
| reckon you'll be puttin' that gun
down if you don't want ne to put a
hole in the back of your head.

Dirty Dan drops his guns.

Dl RTY DAN
(to Henry)
This ain't over!

SHERI FF SAMWY
Awmv you bet this is over. You're
[ucky I didn't kill you just now.

Sheriff Sammy pushes himtowards the jail.

A gathering of people have started to conme out of their
busi ness's and a worman's voice is heard shouting.

WOVAN S VA CE
Up in the wi ndow sheriff!

Sheriff Samry with amazi ng speed spins towards the w ndow
Henry came out of and shoots a single shot killing the man
sticking his gun out. The gathering of people begin clapping.

SHERI FF SAMWY
You alright Henry? | bet that gun
fire done scared you

HENRY
' m fine.

Henry's eyes begin to swell, and he w pes them before any
tears fall out.

SHERI FF SAMWY
First time you done kilt?

HENRY
Yes.
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SHERI FF SAMWY
You hit?

HENRY
I"'mfine sir. [It's just ny hand,
it's been shot.

SHERI FF SAMWY

Why don't you cone inside. 1'Il fix
t hat up.

HENRY
Al right.

SHERI FF SAMWY
You sure you okay son?

HENRY
Yes.

SHERI FF SAMWY
(to Dirty Dan)
Ckay big guy get a wi ggle on.

I NT. SHERIFF'S OFFI CE -- LATER

Sheriff Sammy puts the rest of the bandage on Henry's hand.
Henry sits in the seat next to himand he taps on the table
inpatiently.

Pictures of young Sheriff Sammy and ot her pictures of |aw
man are around the cabin. A fewrifles and belly guns are
pl aced on the walls too. Henry stares at them

SHERI FF SAMWY
|'d say you're a nman now. You've
heard gun shots, you've been shot
at, and you' ve shot a nan.

HENRY
(smling)
| reckon you're right Sheriff.

SHERI FF SAMWY
(leaning in)
How s it feel?

HENRY
What you nean?

SHERI FF SAMWY
How s it feel to kill a man?

HENRY
Don't feel like nothin'.
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SHERI FF SAMWY
| had a feelin' you were gonna to
say that.

HENRY
You di d?

SHERI FF SAMWY
Yeah. You see killin's always hyped
up to be nore than it really is.

HENRY
How so?

SHERI FF SAMWY
| remenber when | was around twenty-
two and | blew a hole in a man the
size of Texas. He cowered over and
fell to the ground bl eedin and
coughin' up bl ood, and you know what
| did?

HENRY
VWhat ? Ran away?

SHERI FF SAMWY

Nope. | just looked at him | stared
at himcurious to find out what |

was supposed to feel. Well | didn't
feel nothin', just like |I suspected

you not to feel nothing.

HENRY
VWhat'd the man do?

SHERI FF SAMWY
Just sone horse thief. He thought
he done got away with ny horse.
showed him

Sheriff Samrmy shoots a pretend gun.

SHERI FF SAMMY ( CONT' D)
(quietly)
Pow.
(to Henry)
Well how s that bandage feel?

HENRY
It's tight.

SHERI FF SAMWY
Good.

The door opens and a short squat man with spectacl es wal ks
in, HAROLD. His voice is nasally and high pitched.



HAROLD
That was sonme show you put on Sheriff.

SHERI FF SAMWY
Why t hank you Har ol d.

HAROLD
| just wanted to cone in here and
tell you that. You know I was curious
maybe you could teach ne how to kil

peopl e.
SHERI FF SAMWY
Well it's not as hard as you think.
In fact 1'Il give you a quick |esson
right now A mand shoot.
HAROLD
(1 aughi ng)
Ckay Sheriff.
(to Henry)
You that boy who them nmen were trying
to kill?
HENRY
Yes sir.
HAROLD

Well, good thing Sheriff Sammy was
there or else you' d probably be dead
ri ght about now.

SHERI FF SAMWY
Ckay Harold why don't you go on back
out side and pick them bodi es up.

HARCLD
Sure thing Sheriff.

Harol d | eaves.
Henry rubs his bandaged hand.

HENRY
Hey Sheriff you know who that was
with the two guns?

SHERI FF SAMWY
Oh yes. | know who that was. Dirty
Dan they call him

HENRY
(surprised)
That was Dirty Dan!

SHERI FF SAMWY
Yup.
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HENRY
The fastest gun in the west? Mbst
danger ous outl aw who ever |ived?

SHERI FF SAMWY
Well | don't know about all that.
|'ve known nen who were faster.

HENRY
| can't wait to tell the boys back
at hone! Dirty Dan tried to kil

nme!

SHERI FF SAMWY
How i s your Uncle Jack doing? And
that cousin of yours Jerem ah? They

doi n" okay?

HENRY
They're doin' fine.

SHERI FF SAMWY
Hurry up and go to your cabin. Get
your Uncle Jack so he can see what
you done. |I'd like to speak to that
ol d buddy of m ne.

HENRY
Sure thing Sheriff.

SHERI FF SAMWY
Wiile you're gone |I'll have a few

words wi th Dan.

He and | got sone

catchin' up to do.

Henry runs out the door excited. Sheriff |ooks out the door

and sees if Henry's gone.
to the door behind him

Sheriff Sammy stands up and wal ks

I NT. SHERI FF SAMMWY' S JAI L -- CONTI NUOUS

In the roomthere's a single jail cell and Dirty Dan is |ying
down inside it. He's lying on his back and he has his arns

over his eyes.

Sheriff Sammy sl ans the door shut he just wal ked t hrough

startling Dirty Dan.

SHERI FF SAMWY

Wake on up

DI RTY DAN

Who is it?

SHERI FF SAMWY

You know who it

is.
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DI RTY DAN
(still covering eyes)
Oh is that you sheriff? |[1've been
m ssin' you Sheriff Sammy. There

ain't been a day | ain't thought
about you.

Sheriff Samry picks up a rifle resting up against the corner
of the room

DI RTY DAN ( CONT' D)
|'ve been mssin' you and your wfe.
(chuckl es)
| got to admt I|'ve--

Sheriff Sammy slans on the bars of the cell with the butt of
his rifle.

SHERI FF SAMWY
SHUTUP!

DI RTY DAN
Now don't get too upset sheriff.
Just reflecting on great nenories
|"ve had with you and your famly.
Good time huh?

Sheriff Samry begins to unlock the jail cell with his keys.

DI RTY DAN ( CONT' D)
Hey what are you doi ng?

SHERI FF SAMWY
Get out of there.

DI RTY DAN
Why ?
SHERI FF SAMWY
Cet out!
Dirty Dan does as told and hurries out of the cell. Sheriff

Sammy stands dead in his face looking at Dirty Dan |ike he's
hi s worst eneny.

Then suddenly Sheriff Samry BASHES Dirty Dan in the face
with his rifle. Blood spurts out of Dirty Dan's nose and he
falls to the ground.

DI RTY DAN
You broke ny nose!

Sheriff Samry SLAMS Dirty Dan in the back of the head putting
Dirty Dan in a daze. Sheriff Sammy gives hima hard kick in
the ribs.
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SHERI FF SAMWY

| found you! | found you and now
you'll face justice for what you did
to me! |'ve been waitin' for this

day a long tine.

Dirty Dan raises his head up, but Sheriff Sammy SLAMS his
head back down to the ground knocking himout cold.

I NT. GRASS LAND -- LATER

Henry rides his horse through the grass |ands slapping it's
sides. He pats his horse on the back of the head and
continues to ride through the |and.

I NT. HENRY'S CABIN -- LATER

Uncl e Jack and Jerem ah are having a fist fight and westling
around. Uncl e Jack spins Jerem ah around and puts himin a
head | ock. Jeremah twists and turns and tries to break
free, but he can't. He elbows Uncle Jack in the ribs.

Henry bursts through the cabin door, and Uncle Jack and
Jerem ah stop fighting.

HENRY
VWhat are you two fighting about?

JEREM AH
This old man thinks he's got the
right to tell nme what to do.

HENRY
| know Jerem ah. Me and hi mwere
havi ng the sanme quarr el

UNCLE JACK
What happened to your hand Henry?

Henry gets excited again.

HENRY

Six nmen just tried to kill ne.
JEREM AH

VWhat! \When?
HENRY

Wien | was in town. Sheriff Samry
sent ne to conme and get you

UNCLE JACK
Wiy was they shootin' at you?
HENRY
Well | dunno yet, Sheriff Sanmmy wanted

me to cone here and tell you guys.
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UNCLE JACK
They shot you in the hand?
HENRY
Aww yeah, Dirty Dan--
JEREM AH
--Dirty Dan, you saw Dirty Dan?
HENRY
Yeah.
JEREM AH
Well what's he | ook |ike?
HENRY
Well he's real dirty.
UNCLE JACK
You kill any of 'enf
HENRY
Two.
UNCLE JACK
That a boy.
JEREM AH

| guess we better head on into town,
and see why them boys was shootin’
at you.

UNCLE JACK
| guess Sheriff Sammy wasn't to happy
to see himcone into town.

HENRY
Wiy do you say that?

UNCLE JACK
Dirty Dan killed his wfe. Ever
since then Sheriff Sammy's had a
vendetta against Dirty Dan. There's
no way he's gonna let Dirty Dan

getaway w thout a hanging. | don't
think you'll have to worry about
hi m

EXT. SHERI FF SAMW'S JAIL -- LATER

Sheriff Sammy wat ches Henry, Uncle Jack, and Jerem ah tie
horses. He |leans up against a wall snoking a cigar
and smles when Uncle Jack sees him

SHERI FF SAMWY
VWll if it ain't the ol' killer.
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UNCLE JACK
VWhat's up Samy?

Uncl e Jack and Sheriff Samy hug.

SHERI FF SAMWY
Uncl e Jack you sure are gettin' old.

UNCLE JACK
| wouldn't be talkin' Samrmy, you're
not agin' very well yourself. You
got nore winkles and white hair
than | got.

The two nen | augh. Sheriff Sammy | ooks over to Jerem ah
who's sm | ing.

SHERI FF SAMWY
Vell if it ain't Jerem ah! Last
time | saw you, you were knee high
to a grasshopper.

JEREM AH
Vell you only saw ne | ast nont h.

Uncl e Jack | aughs.

UNCLE JACK
And you two were talkin'" about ny
menory.

SHERI FF SAMWY
Why don't you boys c¢'non in?

I NT. SHERI FF SAMWY' S JAIL -- MOMVENTS LATER

Dirty Dan's bl eeding and caressing his bruised cheeks and
nose. He sits at the end of his cot while Uncle Jack | eans
up against the bars of the cell

Sheriff Sammy sits down at his desk watching the two talKk.
Henry picks up different rifles fromthe walls and ains with
them Jerem ah sits across fromthe desk propping his head
up with his fist.

UNCLE JACK
So you're the man that was shootin
at ny nephew?

DI RTY DAN
Yeah that's right.

UNCLE JACK
You | ook pretty beat up Dan. What
happened?
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DI RTY DAN
(pointing to Sheriff
Samy)
That yell ow belly behind you roughed
me up.

UNCLE JACK
Aww yeah, he sure did.

DI RTY DAN
What you want ?

UNCLE JACK
| wanna know why you was shootin' at
my boy mster. Maybe you had the
right?

Dirty Dan rubs his rib cage and runs his hands up and down
t he bars.

DI RTY DAN

That boy done tricked nme and ny boys.
UNCLE JACK

How so0?
DI RTY DAN

One of nmy nen, G egory MDaniel,
canme to ne one day telling ne that
he found out about sone gol d.

UNCLE JACK
Gol d?

Everyone junps up when they hear the word. Henry |owers one
of the rifles, Jerem ah props his head up, and Sheriff Sammy
sits up straight.

DI RTY DAN
Yeah, gold. Geg told ne the man's
name was Henry Russell, the nman who

done told him He said that Henry
told himthe gold was buried sonmewhere
up in the Casgrove Muntains.

UNCLE JACK
Yeah. ..

DI RTY DAN
So nme and ny boys are off on sone
wi | d goose chase searchin' for this
gold. | tell Geg, "there ain't no
gold in them nountains!" So Geg
finds that Henry guy again and
tortures himuntil he tells us where
it really is.

( MORE)
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DI RTY DAN ( CONT' D)
Turns out it's in the bottom of sone
dried up well in Northwest Kansas.
On sone farm Whuld you believe it?
Anyway that Henry guy got away, and
Greg cane to ne again askin' if
coul d get sone of ny boys together
and find himand kill himfor lyin'
to us.

Uncl e Jack | eans very close to Dirty Dan's face.

UNCLE JACK
Look nme in the eyes Dan.

Dirty Dan does as told.

UNCLE JACK ( CONT' D)
Are you lying to ne?

DI RTY DAN
(honest)

UNCLE JACK
Ckay | believe you Dan. You see |
can always tell when people lie to
me. |If they ook ne in the eyes |
can always tell, but | don't
understand why'd you try to kill our
Henry.

DI RTY DAN
Well like |I was saying Henry got
away, and ny boys told ne about what
he done did, how he done tricked us.
So | took ny boys to find this fella
who done sent ny nen on a wild goose

chase.
UNCLE JACK
Did you ever see the man who tricked
you?
DI RTY DAN
VWll no, but Geg did and he told nme
his nanme. That's all | needed.
UNCLE JACK
So you went searchin' for a Henry
Russel | .
DI RTY DAN

Yeah.
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UNCLE JACK
Vell it |ooks Iike you done found
t he wrong one.

Dirty Dan puts his head in his hands.

DI RTY DAN
Dam.

UNCLE JACK
You ain't too bright are you Dirty
Dan?

DI RTY DAN

You better shut your nouth.
EXT. SHERI FF SAMW'S JAIL -- MOVENTS LATER

Uncle Jack talks with Jerem ah, Sheriff Sammy and Henry.
They intently listen to what he's saying.

Uncl e Jack paces back and forth in an excited state.
UNCLE JACK
We oughta find this gold that boy
was tal kin" about.

Jerem ah props hinself up against a wall.

JEREM AH

You don't think he was lyin' do you?
UNCLE JACK

Dirty Dan's stupid enough to tel

the truth. | know his kind. Stupid

as a door knob.

Henry gets Uncle Jack's attention, no one's near as excited
as Uncl e Jack.

HENRY
So you think we should go to Kansas
to find the gol d?

UNCLE JACK
Yes that's exactly what |'m sayi ng.
Sammy, you shoul d cone too.

Sheriff Sammy | ooks down at the ground while he talks.

SHERI FF SAMWY
Oh no not ne Uncle Jack. 1've got
to stay with the towns people. They
need ne.
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JEREM AH
| don't know about this Jack. Wat
if that fool was |ying?

UNCLE JACK
I"'mtellin" you, he wasn't lying. |
can tell when a man's lyin' when |I'm
| ookin'" in his face.

HENRY
Jerem ah m ght be right Uncle Jack
This m ght just be another w | d goose
chase. W'd pack up and | eave for
not hi ng, and find nothin'.

UNCLE JACK
You boys ain't thinkin'. You' d be
m ssin' out on a real adventure.
| ndi ans on our tail, outlaws breathing
down our necks, and horse thieves
just tryin' to get the best of us.
Well 1'Il tell you sonmething that
sounds just |ike the good 'ol days.
Back when | was a | awman. Renenber
t hem days Samy?

HENRY
Wasn't it just this norning you were
saying we weren't fit to be | awmen?
That it was never fun to watch your
friends dying?

UNCLE JACK
Forget about all that. You boys
ain't even been farther than this
town. It's tine for you boys to see
sonet hi ng new.

SHERI FF SAMWY
Well count me out Uncl e Jack.

Sheriff Sammy | eaves and wal ks back inside his office.
UNCLE JACK

Oh forget that old man. Boys |isten
to me | know there's gold there. |

know it.

JEREM AH
In a dried up well? Wo puts gold
inadried up well?

UNCLE JACK
Vll I'"mtellin" you boys sonet hing.
If ya'll ain't comn' with ne, then
so beit. 1'lIl go by nyself.
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HENRY

Well Jeremah, I'll go if you go.
JEREM AH

| guess I'll go with the old nman.

Wthout us two out there he'l
probably end up dead.

I NT. HENRY'S CABIN -- LATER

Uncl e Jack grabs down two rifles collecting dust placed on a
shelf. He w pes themoff and hands themto Henry. Henry
grabs both by the barrel.

UNCLE JACK
Those two guns there are sone fine
W nchesters.

HENRY
Al right.

UNCLE JACK
"1l teach you how to shoot 'em | ater
on.

HENRY
Dd WId Bill use these?

UNCLE JACK
He probably did.

EXT. HENRY'S STABLE -- MOMENTS LATER

Uncl e Jack grabs at a horse in the stable. He wal ks the
horse out of the stall. Henry watches hi m work.

UNCLE JACK
Thunder. Beautiful horse ain't he?
He sure ain't no Crowbait | tell ya
t hat nuch.

HENRY
You gonna ride that one?

Henry points to the second to third horse in the stall next
to Thunder.

UNCLE JACK
Yup. I'Il be Lightning and you'l
be Thunder.

HENRY

Uncle Jack | wanted to talk to you
about sonet hi ng.

UNCLE JACK
VWhat is it?



HENRY
When ma di ed, where were you?

UNCLE JACK
| was right beside her the whole
time she was givin' birth to ya.

HENRY
Real | y?

UNCLE JACK
Yup.

HENRY

Did she ever get to hold ne 'fore
she di ed?

UNCLE JACK
Oh yeah, she held you alright. She
woul dn't let go of you. No one could
pry you away from her.

HENRY
So when'd she die?

UNCLE JACK
The next nmornin' she had | ost too
much bl ood and she had a high fever.
But she held you alright, and she
told ne she wanted ne to take care
of you and no one el se.

HENRY
Wiy was that?
UNCLE JACK
Well | guess she trusted ne well

enough.

Henry nounts his horse and Uncl e Jack nounts his.

HENRY
Tell me nore Uncl e Jack.
UNCLE JACK
About her?
HENRY
Yeabh.
UNCLE JACK

Well alright.

31.
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EXT. BETH S CABIN -- LATER

Jerem ah tal ks to Beth. It's alittle darker than before.
The two of themsit next to a trunk under the branches of a
tree.

Both of them stare up at the cloudy sky.

BETH
| heard your cousin, Henry, alnost
died earlier today. People have
been sayin' 'bout ten nen tried to
mur der hi m t oday.

JEREM AH
Six men tried to kill himthinkin
he was soneone he wasn't.

BETH
What do you nean?

JEREM AH
They t hought he was sonebody el se.
He had the sane nane as anot her man
who cheated the outlaws out of
somet hin'.
(turnin' to Beth)
You know who was anong the nen trying

to kill hinf

BETH
Who?

JEREM AH
Dirty Dan.

Beth | ooks at Jerem ah surprised.

BETH
(shocked)
Dirty Dan? The outlaw? Fastest gun
in the west? Mst dangerous man in

t he worl d?

JEREM AH
Yup. Henry said he stood face to
face with the man. | saw himearlier
t oday too.

BETH

VWll what's he | ook |ike?

JEREM AH
He's dirty... and ugly.

BETH
Wat was he sayi ng?



Beth gets

JEREM AH
(whi speri ng)
Promi se not to tell anyone?

BETH
(whi sper)
| promse. | won't tell a soul

JEREM AH

(quietly)
He was tal kin' about gold.

even nore excited.
BETH

Col d!
JEREM AH

Shhh. Yeah, he told us where we
could find it too.

BETH
VWhere is it?

JEREM AH
I n Northwest Kansas.

BETH
Are you gonna go find it?

JEREM AH
Wel |l yes.

BETH
VWhen!

JEREM AH

Today | s'pose. That's why | cane
here. To talk to you about it.

BETH
Tal k to ne about what? Are you
| eavin' town today?

JEREM AH
|"'msorry Beth, but ny pa said he'd
| eave w t hout ne.

BETH
Well are you takin' ne wthya?

JEREM AH
You know this journey's no place for
a woman.

33.
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BETH
| thought | told you never to | eave
me Jerem ah.

JEREM AH
|"msorry Beth, but |'ve got to.

Beth turns her back to Jerem ah.

BETH
How coul d you | eave ne?

JEREM AH
be back Beth. You're actin
"Il never cone back

111

like
BETH

My brot her never came back

JEREM AH
What happened to your brother?

BETH
He | eft lookin' for adventure in
M ssouri and ny ma told himhe best
| eave his scalp here if he's going
to Mssouri. He didn't listen though
and themlIndians killed him He
never cane back

JEREM AH
That won't happen to ne Beth. |
prom se and when | cone back
(beat)
"1l marry you Beth Cene.

Beth turns back around and enbraces Jerem ah.

BETH
You nean that?

JEREM AH
| sure do.

They ki ss.

EXT. HENRY'S CABIN -- LATER

Uncl e Jack and Henry have set up nore stakes aligned in two
colums. Henry has his gun out and Uncle Jack coaches him
Henry feels a little nore confortable with the gun now

Behind the two nen rifles and a shotgun rests up against the
wal | of the cabin.
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UNCLE JACK
Now seein' that you're right hand is
hurt you're gonna have to | earn how
to shoot wth your left.

HENRY
| don't think I can do that Uncle
Jack. 1'mno good with ny left hand.
UNCLE JACK

VWll you're gonna have to | earn.
Now just try to draw. Don't try to
shoot just yet.

HENRY
Al right.

Henry draws with his left hand and he has a | ot of trouble
just feeling for his gun. He msses twice before he finally
grabs it and draws it.

UNCLE JACK
(chuckl i ng)
Well, by that tinme you'll for sure
be dead.
HENRY
You're right.
UNCLE JACK
Try shootin'.
HENRY

Ckay.

Henry shoots three shots before he finally hits one of the
stakes set up in front of him Once Henry's finished he
| oners his head down.

UNCLE JACK
Maybe you're nore of a rifle man.
Here take this.

Uncl e Jack turns around a grabs Wnchester. He hands it to
Henry. Henry takes it, but he can't even aimwth it.
Holding the rifle with his left hand is too difficult.

HENRY
| can't aimwith this.

UNCLE JACK
What do you nean you can't ainf

HENRY
|"ve never tried with ny left hand.



36.

UNCLE JACK
Alright, well you're gonna have to
keep practicing with the pistol then.
On! 1 think | got sonething that
mght fit you just fine.

HENRY
VWhat's that?

Uncl e Jack turns around and grabs a doubl e barrel shotgun.
He gives it to Henry.

UNCLE JACK
Now there you go. It's hard to m ss
with this one.

HENRY
kay lemme try it.

Henry takes hold of the shotgun and blasts a shot knocking
down the stake in front of himand jolting his shoul ders
back.

HENRY ( CONT' D)

| think I like this one.
UNCLE JACK
(1 aughi ng)
| guess you'll be stickin' to the

shot gun t hen.
EXT. TOM -- EVEN NG

On a hill top | ooking dowmn at the snmall town a posse of five
outlaws sit on their horses, waiting.

Leading themis, JOSEPH, a young fellow with a beard. He
| ooks down the hill, and then back at his nen.

JOSEPH
Now y'all listen up. Those boys got
my brother. You aimgood and you
shoot straight. | want hi m back--
Peter you got the dynamte?

PETER, a short nman wearing a two gun belt, sits next to Joseph
and he | ooks up when he hears his nane.

PETER
Yeah | got it. | got enough dynamte
to put blow up the whol e town.

JOSEPH
Let's go boys!

Joseph and his nen charge down the hill blasting their guns
up into the sky.
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The posse nmake their way down the hill.
A man wal ks out of a general store and Joseph sees him

MAN
VWhat's goin' on?

Joseph lifts up his gun and shoots the man through the chest.

JOSEPH
Hurry up boys!

Peter and three other nen |eap off of their horses and run
to the sheriff's jail. The other four watch their backs as
Peter plants the dynamte.

I NT. SHERI FF SAMMWY' S JAI L -- CONTI NUOUS

Sheriff Samry holds onto his rifle tight aimng it out the
door that he thinks the outlaws will cone through.

Dirty Dan holds onto the bars of the jail cell smling.

DI RTY DAN
You hear that sheriff?

SHERI FF SAMWY
Shut up

DI RTY DAN
Those are ny boys comn' to get ne.

SHERI FF SAMWY
| said shutup

DI RTY DAN
You better kill nme right now, because
if I get out of here | got sonething
special for you sheriff.

SHERI FF SAMWY
You shut your nouth or you will be
dead!

Suddenly an expl osion bl asts through the right wall of the
of fi ce knocking Sheriff Samry off of his feet and throw ng
Dirty Dan up against the wall behind him

A nmonment of silence occurs and Joseph runs through the snoke
brandi shing his pistol.

JOSEPH
Dan? That you?

DI RTY DAN
Yeah Joseph get over here!



38.

JOSEPH
Ckay Dan.
Sheriff Sammy begins noving around a bit. He rubs his head
and massages his forehead. He's still shaken up fromthe
expl osi on.
DI RTY DAN

Mbke sure he don't | eavel

JOSEPH
Boys get him

Joseph runs over to Dirty Dan's cell while his nen apprehend
Sheriff Sammy and stand hi m up.

Joseph grabs the keys from Sheriff Sammy's belt and unl ocks
the cell. Dirty Dan wal ks out with that devilish grin on
his face.

DI RTY DAN
Sheriff Samry, surprise surprise.
It looks like I ain't gonna hang
after all Sheriff.

Sheriff Sammy's forehead is bleeding and he looks into Dirty
Dan's eyes w th disgust.

SHERI FF SAMWY
| hope you burn in hell Dan.

DI RTY DAN
Joseph.

JOSEPH
Yeah Dan?

DI RTY DAN

Go behind the desk and get ny guns..
an ny bow e knife.

JOSEPH
Sure thing Dan.

Joseph scurries over to the desk and grabs Dirty Dan's belt
and knife. He hurries it back to Dirty Dan. Dirty Dan gets
real close to Sheriff Sammy's face, and let's his bad breath
creep up into the Sheriff's face.

DI RTY DAN
Renmenber when | said | had a little
sonet hi ng speci al planned for you
Sheriff? Well, I wasn't |ying.

Dirty Dan grabs the knife from Joseph, and presses it up
against the Sheriff's cheek so hard that it bleeds. The
bl ood trickles down his cheek.
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DI RTY DAN ( CONT' D)
Looks like you'll be going to hel
first Sheriff.

Dirty Dan slices the Sheriff's stomach spl ashi ng bl ood onto
the floor. Sheriff Sammy coughs up bl ood and stares into
Dirty Dan's face.

DI RTY DAN ( CONT' D)
Say hello to your sweet wfe for ne
Sheriff.

Sheriff Sammy screans out loud in a fit of anger, but is
qui ckly silenced when Dirty Dan slits his throat and lets
himfall to the ground.

The other outlaws watch in horror as Dan nutil ates the
Sheri ff.

DI RTY DAN ( CONT' D)
What are you lookin' at ne for?
C nmon boys! Let's go!

EXT. TOMN -- EVEN NG

Dirty Dan and his nen stormout of the jail and nount their
horses. @unshots are blasted towards them fromthe
t ownspeopl e, but none of the outlaws are hit.

They charge up the hill and soon out of sight.

EXT. TOMN -- LATER

Jerem ah, Henry, and Uncle Jack trot their horses up to the
town. All three of themride their horses side by side.

Jerem ah and Uncl e Jack | ook fine, but Henry looks a little
tired already.

Jerem ah has a huge grin on his face the entire tine, and
Uncl e Jack notices it.

UNCLE JACK
Ever since we left hone you' ve been
smling. Wat are you so happy about?

Jerem ah beans with excitenment.

JEREM AH
| told Beth, that when | get back
fromthis treasure huntin'. [''m

gonna marry her.

HENRY
You' re gonna marry her?
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JEREM AH
That's right. As soon as | get back.
That's what | plan on doing.

UNCLE JACK
Ain't that great!
(slaps his |eQ)
Now all we need to do is find Henry
a woman.

Henry chuckl es.

JEREM AH
She's got a sister Henry.

HENRY
She's ten years old Jerem ah.

JEREM AH
Well, in a few years she'll be old
enough for you to like her and in a
few years you'll be old enough for
you to marry her.

HENRY
| guess ya'll are right. It's tinme

for me to find nyself a wonan. Have
sone kids and finally settle down.

Uncl e Jack and Jerem ah | ook at each other. They burst into
| aught er.

UNCLE JACK
| brought a lil' something special
for you boys.

HENRY
VWhat's that Uncle Jack?

Uncl e Jack reaches into his saddle bag and pulls out a bottle
of whiskey. He takes a quick swg fromthe bottle.

UNCLE JACK
| reckon we'll need this to nmake it
t hrough our journey... You know if

times get a little rough.

HENRY
VWll go on and pass it to ne then.

UNCLE JACK
No not yet, things haven't gotten
rough yet. W just started maybe
| at er.

HENRY
C nmon and let ne take a quick sw g.
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UNCLE JACK
When we pass through town you can
buy your own.

The town cones into view

UNCLE JACK ( CONT' D)
Al nost t here.

In the di stance GUNSHOTS are being fired in the town and
SHOUTS and SCREAMS are heard too.

JEREM AH
What's going on in town?

UNCLE JACK
Let's find out.

The three nen charge their horses towards town.
EXT. TOMN -- MOVENTS LATER

A group of townspeople have gathered in the mddle of the
road and the undertaker has begun gathering the bodies.
They all talk at the sane time until one man finally quiets
them FRED. A tall nman with a bal d head.

FRED

Ever ybody shut up!
(beat)

You see what those nen did? They
killed Sheriff Samry! The best
sheriff this town ever had and
probably will ever have. Let's get
"em Let's hunt the nmen who did it

down!

VO CE I N THE CROND
Dirty Dan's in that group! He'l
kill the whole posse that goes after
hi m

FRED

Yeah, Dirty Dan's in the group, but
he's just a man! Just like us. He
bl eeds bl ood doesn't he?

(beat)
Well if he bl eeds blood, then he can
be killed! Nowlike | said let's
fight himand--

UNCLE JACK
Kill hinf

Uncl e Jack, Henry, and Jerem ah have trotted their horses
into town and stopped just near the group.
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VO CE IN THE CROND
It's Uncle Jack!

UNCLE JACK
Kill hinf

FRED
Wel |l what el se were you thinking
m ster?

UNCLE JACK

Vell who's gonna do the killin'?

Smal | Pause.

UNCLE JACK ( CONT' D)
Who's got the nerve to do that?
(beat)
You?

Fred backs away a little bit.

FRED
| guess not.

UNCLE JACK
Were's Sheriff Samy? He and |
will deal with his.

FRED
Sheriff Samy's. .. dead.
UNCLE JACK
(f1 abber gast ed)

What !
| NT. SHERI FF SAMW' S JAIL -- MOVENTS LATER

Uncl e Jack and Jerem ah barge into Sheriff Sammy's jail and
see his body strewn across the floor soaked in his own bl ood,

his throat slit.

They imedi ately wal k out. Henry tries to enter, but Jerem ah
won't et himgo inside.

JEREM AH
Don't go in there Henry.

HENRY
Lemme see what's in there Jerem ah!

JEREM AH
Goin' in there won't do you any good
Henry.
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Move out of the way Jerem ah!

see it if | want to.

43.

| can

Henry pushes Jerem ah out of the way and sees what's |left of
Sheriff Samry. He holds his stomach with one hand and his

ot her hand over his nput h.

EXT. SHERI FF SAMW'S JAIL -- MOMENTS LATER

Henry runs outside and vomts in the mddle of the street
coughing and w ping the vomt fromhis nouth

HENRY
(quietly)

Sheriff Sammy, Sheriff Sanmy.

JEREM AH

| told you not to go in there Henry.
| told you it wouldn't do you any

good.

Henry vomts again and falls to his knees this tine.

JEREM AH ( CONT' D)
|"msorry you had to see that.

Uncl e Jack puts his head in his hands.

He lets a single

tear roll down his face, that he quickly w pes off. He wal ks

next to Henry and sits down with him

Uncl e Jack doesn't let any nore tears roll down his face,

but he stays teary eyed.

UNCLE JACK
Henry.

HENRY
Yeah Uncl e Jack?

UNCLE JACK

That man in there, Sheriff Sammy.

He was a good man, and what Dirty
Dan done did to hi mwas sonething
horrific. Don't feel sorry for him
t hough, Henry. Because now Sheriff
Samy's off to a hell of a better

pl ace than this one. Dirty Dan m ght
not be caught today, tonorrow, or
any tinme this year, but he will be.
And when that nurderous crimnal is
caught. He'll go to hell, where he

bel ongs.

Fred wal ks up to Uncle Jack and Henry a little uncertain.
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FRED
So are you fellas gonna go hunt Dirty
Dan down?

Jerem ah and Henry | ook to Uncle Jack.

UNCLE JACK
Not today m ster.
JEREM AH
(surprised)
What ?
UNCLE JACK

I'"'mtoo old to hunt, and you two are
too young to die.

(beat)
Henry get up. W' ve got sone treasure
to find.

I NT. BETH S CABIN -- EVEN NG

Bet h SHOUTS at her parents and brother as they bl ock the
door way of the cabin. Every tinme she nakes an attenpt to
| eave they step in her way.

Her nother, SALLY, a tall red head, and her father, WLLIAM
a big man with a chubby head, try to cal mher dowmn. Wile
her brother, twenty year old MARTIN, |aughs in the corner.

SALLY
WI1l you cal mdown Beth! He'll be
back!

BETH
No he won't! He won't cone back for
ne!

W LLI AM

At least wait '"til norning to calm
down and thi nk about what you're
doi ng Bet h.

SALLY
You think the same thing will happen
to himthat happened to your brother?

BETH
| know it wll!
Martin starts cracking up even | ouder now, but stops when
WIlliamsmacks himin the back of the head crashing himinto
the wall in front of him

W LLI AM
That' s enough of that | aughing.
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BETH
(stern)
Get out of nmy way nom

SALLY
Look, Beth. You're goin' to get
yoursel f kil l ed.

BETH

| hate you! | hate all of you
W LLI AM

Alright. You want to go?
SALLY

Yes.
W LLI AM

Well then get out. But if you cone
back, you won't have a hone to cone
back to.

SALLY
Fi ne.

Sally charges outside. Martin can't hold his laughter much
| onger and he blurts out a giggle.

W LLI AM
VWhat's so funny Martin. You're going
w th her.

MARTI N
VWhat !

EXT. PLAINS -- EVEN NG

Uncl e Jack begins trotting his horse across a small river.
Henry and Jerem ah follow closely behind him Uncle Jack
makes it to the other side before the other two.

A slithering snake swi ns past Henry, and Henry gets so worried
he al nost junps off of his horse.

HENRY
There's snakes in the water!

JEREM AH
Ch settle down, | see about two of
t hem

Henry hurriedly splashes his way to the other side and
Jerem ah makes it too.
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UNCLE JACK
A skinny ol' snake shouldn't scare
you Henry. Renenber you're a nman

now.
Uncl e Jack | aughs, but Henry is still worried.
HENRY
| wasn't scared | just... | just...
(quietly)

| just hate snakes.

JEREM AH
It's gettin' dark out Uncle Jack.

UNCLE JACK
You're right we best find a place to
settle. Henry, find sone wood for
the fire real quick and Jerem ah and
| will find a place to settle. Hurry
up too it's gettin' chilly.

Uncl e Jack and Jerem ah trot off one way and Henry the other.
Soon Henry steps off of his horse and walks with it.

He wal ks the horse with himover to a tree and starts breaking
off tree branches. Henry stops for a nonent and has a quick
fl ashback of Sheriff Sammy's grotesque body. He shudders.

A quick rustle is heard off in the distance and Henry spins
around. He stares in the direction of the noise.

HENRY
(to his horse)
| guess it's nothing Thunder, just
you and ne out here.

Henry collects a bundle of sticks and branches and carries
t hem of f.

EXT. CAMPFI RE -- N GHT

Al'l three men sleep under blankets close to the fire. Henry
and Jerem ah are wi de awake, and Uncle Jack is al nost asl eep,
but Henry continues to talk to him

HENRY
Uncl e Jack... Uncle Jack.

UNCLE JACK

(sl eepy)
VWhat is it Henry?

HENRY
You know Uncl e Jack, |'ve been neani ng
to ask you sonet hi ng.
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UNCLE JACK
VWhat is it!

HENRY
How cone every body calls you Uncle
Jack? Even though you ain't their

uncles. 1'mthe only one that should
be calling you Uncle. |I'mthe only
nephew you got.

UNCLE JACK
What ?

HENRY

| said how cone every body calls you
Uncl e Jack even though you ain't
t here uncl es?

UNCLE JACK
(irritated)
| don't know. People just started
calling nme that.

There's a | ong pause.
HENRY
Uncl e Jack... Uncle Jack... Uncle
Jack. ..
No reply.
JEREM AH
| guess he's a sl eep.
Henry si ghs.
HENRY
| mss ny bed. | mss hone.
JEREM AH

We haven't even been gone a day, and
you're already ready to go back?

HENRY
| didn't say | was ready to go back
| said | was m ssing ny hone.

JEREM AH
And your bed.

HENRY
Yeah, and ny bed.

JEREM AH
You know Henry. Today was the first
time 1've ever seen Uncle Jack cry.
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HENRY
He cried?

JEREM AH
Yeah, only one tear. Sheriff Sammy
meant a lot to him They rode
t oget her back in the day when they
were both | awnren.

HENRY
Sheriff Samry. | can't get that
pi cture of himout of nmy mnd. |
keep on seein'" him The way he was
with all the blood around him

JEREM AH
| told you not to go in there Henry.
| told you not to | ook.

HENRY
Yeah well [-- Oh! Oh, ny heart! W
heart is killing ne!

Henry cl enches on to his heart. Jerem ah junps up fromhis
position and runs over to Henry.

JEREM AH
Uncl e Jack! Henry's havin' another
pai n.

Uncl e Jack quickly gets up and runs over to Henry with
Jerem ah.

HENRY
My heart!

I NT. DIRTY DAN S CAMPFI RE -- NI GHT

Dirty Dan pretends to be sleeping. He rests on the ground
and | ooks out of the corner of his eye at Joseph and the
ot her four outlaws talking to each other, schem ng sonet hi ng.

Peter is trying to persuade the boys into doing sonething.
Dirty Dan tries to listen in.

PETER
(whi speri ng)
| don't think it's right for Dan to
get a bigger share of the gold than
all of us. W done did nost of the
wor k any way. Who does he think he
is bossin' us around like we're his
sl aves.

HECTOR, a large Mexican with a scraggly beard, talks.
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HECTOR
Know n" Dan he'll try and kill every
| ast one of us. You know he coul d
do it too.

PETER

He can't kill all of us. 1It'd be
ei ght agai nst one.

HECTOR
(firmy)
He could do it.

JACOB, a very short chubby man, throws nore wood into the
fire.

JACOB
Hector's right. If he wanted to
kill us, he could do it. He's the
fastest gun in the west.

JOSEPH
|'mhis brother for chrissake he
won't kill me.

JACOB

You sure about that Joseph? It's
Dirty Dan you're tal kin' about.
Dirty Dan don't care 'bout no one.

JOSEPH
He's ny brother!

JACOB
| heard he went into a house one
night and killed an entire famly in
M ssouri .

An ugly man with a m ssing eye naned GEORGE pulls a knife
fromhis belt.

GEORGE
Nobody can trust Dan. For all we
know he's got it in for all of us.
| say we kill himright now In his
sl eep.

A GUN SHOT is fired into the air and half of George's head
is torn off and blood and brain matter splash onto the nen
around him They stare at the dead body in shock.

Dirty Dan stands now wth a rifle in his hands pointed in
the direction of the nen. He staggers a little bit while he
stands, he's very drunk.
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DI RTY DAN

(drunk)
You gotta a problemwith the way |I'm
runni ng things? Say sonethin'!

(beat)
Way all of you are just a bunch of
yel l ow belly cowards. You got
sonething to then just say it.

HECTOR
Why' d you shoot Ceorge!

DI RTY DAN
Anybody who wants to kill ne dies
first. Now who's gotta problemwth
the way |' mrunning things?
(beat)
Go on now, | won't shoot.

Peter foolishly speaks.

PETER
| just think we should get a bigger
share of - -

Dirty Dan pulls the trigger again rocketing a bullet through
Peter's head. Once again the nen stare at the body, stunned.

JOSEPH
You shot Peter!

DI RTY DAN
Yeah, | shot him.. Anybody el se?

Joseph stands up.

JOSEPH
(stern)
That was the last straw. You just
killed ny best friend Dan.

DI RTY DAN
Sit down boy. | mght just kill you
too, | think you're just '"bout old
enough to die.

JOSEPH
Then go ahead Dan. Just try to shoot
ne.

DI RTY DAN

What you say?

HECTOR
Joseph don't do this. He will kill
you!



51.

DI RTY DAN
Shutup Hector. If he wants to fight
me, he can fight nme... And he can
di e.

HECTCOR

He's your brother!

DI RTY DAN
Not anynore he ain't.

Dirty Dan tosses his rifle to the ground, and hovers his
hand over one of his peacenakers.

Joseph hovers his hand over his schofield. A |long pause
occurs.

DI RTY DAN ( CONT' D)
Wl |l are you gonna draw or what?

JACOB
Shoot hi m Joseph!

HECTOR
Don't do this Joe! You know how
fast he is.

The remai ning four nen stand up, worried.

JACOB
Pul | your gun Joe, kill him

DI RTY DAN
You better sit down baby brother.
You know Il kill you.

JACOB
Don't listen to him Joe.

HECTOR
He'I'l kill you!

JOSEPH
Shutup! Everyone, | need to
concentrate. |I'mgonna kill you
Dan.

DI RTY DAN

Fine wwth me. Wy don't you stop
tal king and shoot.

JOSEPH
Fi ne-

Joseph grabs the handle of his gun, and Dirty Dan already
has his peacenmaker out, aimng it at him Joseph gazes at
the gun in astoni shnent.
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He' s amazed at how fast the draw was.

JOSEPH ( CONT' D)
NO

Dirty Dan fires a bullet in Joseph's stomach, and pulls out
hi s second peacenmaker bl asting another one in him

Joseph keels over and falls to the ground in extrene pain.
He curls up and squirns around. Joseph YELLS al oud and the
ot her nmen begin to surround him Hector props his head up
on his leg, hel ping himdie.

DI RTY DAN
Now ya'll need to get sone sleep
We gotta find some horses in the

nor ni n'
Dirty Dan returns to his sleeping place and |ies down.
EXT. DI RTY DAN S CAMPFI RE -- EARLY MORNI NG

Hector's eyes quickly open as Dan gives hima hard kick in
the ribs. He coughs and hol ds hinsel f.

DI RTY DAN
Time to get up! We got work to do
boys.

Hector slowy gets up, and sees the bodies of the nen killed
the night before. Jacob groggily stands up too.

JACOB
How many horses we got?

DI RTY DAN
Just enough for you to wal k.

JACOB
Wiy can't | double up with sonmeone?

DI RTY DAN
Don't you be questionin' ne boy.
Any way that gets tiresone for the
horses. You gotta problemw th
wal ki ng Jacob?

JACOB
No. No | was just asking.

Dl RTY DAN
Good.

Dirty Dan unties his horse froma tree. He props his
saddl ebag back on the horse's back and gets on it.
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DI RTY DAN ( CONT' D)
Get your guns ready. We're gonna do
sonme horse thievin'.

EXT. PLAINS -- MOMENTS LATER

Two black males finish up their neals fromtheir canpfire.
One is significantly ol der than the other one.

The older male is JAMES. He's forty-two, very tall, thick
and strong. His son, NATHAN, is fifteen and a | ot skinnier
than his father.

They eat a hel ping of beans.

JAMES
| reckon we'll head on to M ssouri,
tomorrow. G ve our horses a rest.

NATHAN
I s nom and Grandad gonna be there
when we get back?

JAMES
|"mnot sure, they said they m ght
be headin' to M ssissippi before we
get back. We'll see 'em soon though,
don't worry.

NATHAN
| wouldn't mnd seein' ma when we
get back.

JAMES
Vll, we'll be right on our way in

the nornin'.

(turns to fire)
It looks like the fire is dying down.
You m nd getting sone nore wood for
the fire?

NATHAN
Sure pa.

Nat han stands up gets on his horse. He heads behind sone
bushes and into a nore green area of trees. He disnounts
his horse and wal ks towards a tree.

He begi ns snappi ng off branches. He starts getting a bundle
of them and Nat han puts them under his arm

Janes | ays down on his back, |ooks up in the sky, and cl oses
his eyes. He hears a gun being cocked and he opens his eyes
to see a Colt revolver staring himin the face.

Jacob holds it there.
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JACOB
Cet up!

JAMES
Pl ease don't shoot ne. You can have
what ever you want just don't shoot
nme.

Nat han kneel s down and | ooks through bushes watching his
father in danger.

Janes stands up and | ooks at Jacob. Jacob notices Janes'
gun in his holster.

JACOB
Hand nme that pistol.

Janmes grabs the pistol

JACOB (CONT' D)
Sl oW y.

Janmes takes the gun out of his holster slower and Jacob puts
it in the front part of his belt.

JAVES
What do you want ?

JACOB
That horse yours?

JAMVES
Yes.

JACOB
Dan!  Dan!

DI RTY DAN

(in the distance)
You found one Jacob?

JACOB
Yeah! | found one!
(to Janes)
| know there's a boy and anot her
horse out here, | saw 'em

Dirty Dan and Hector see Jacob with Janes and a single horse.
Dirty Dan di snounts and wal ks over to Jacob. He spits tobacco
on the ground.

DI RTY DAN
Anybody el se out here with you sir?
A wife, partner, maybe a kid?

JAMES
No, just ne.
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JACOB
(still hol ding gun)
He's Iying. | saw a boy on a horse
t 0o.
DI RTY DAN

Janmes now don't lie to ne. That
ain'"t nice. Nowlisten good, you
gonna tell us where that boy and his
horse is. O |'mgonna cut every

| ast one of your fingers off.

Pause.

JAMES
(firm
No. .. No.

Hector gets Janes attention.

HECTOR
Look, If I were you mster |'d tel
hi m where the boy is. Dirty Dan
ain't bluffin'.

DI RTY DAN

Oh he's gonna tell us where that boy

is.

(to Janes)

You gonna tell us.
JAMES

No |'m not.

Nat han is still watching the entire scene. He begins to

back up fromhis hiding spot. Wile doing so he steps on a
tree stunp and falls backwards on the ground with a | oud
t hud.

He drops all of the sticks on the ground and he rolls around
a bit trying to get back on his feet.

HECTOR
VWhat was that?
JACOB
Behi nd those bushes, | knew | saw

sonme boy.

The outlaws hurry and run through the bushes. They spot
Nat han on his horse riding it into the distance.

JACOB (CONT' D)
Hand nme your rifle Hector

HECTOR
No Jacob! No!
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JACOB
Gve it to ne!

HECTOR
You don't want to do this Jacob!

Jacob snatches it out of Hector's hands. Hector tries to
get it back, but Dirty Dan holds his armin front of him

DI RTY DAN
You stay right there.
(to Jacob)

Do not hit the horse.

JACOB
Alright Dan, | won't hit it.

Jacob ains his rifle at Nathan and concentrates on his target.
He pulls the trigger once, and quickly once again.

The horse drops to the ground flipping in to the air and
Nat han falls the ground not noving. Jacob drops his head,
because he knows he's gonna get it. Dirty Dan turns to him
wi th disgust.

Janmes | ooks on in the distance al nost about to cry.

DI RTY DAN
(frustrated)
| told you to kill the boy, not the
horse and the boy!

JACOB
Dan! | didn't nean to.

Dirty Dan WHACKS Jacob in the back of the head with his gun
knocking himto the ground. Jacob holds his bl eedi ng head,
and squirms around a bit on the ground.

Janmes cocks his arm back and punches Dirty Dan in the back
of the head knocking himto the fl oor.

JAMES
You killed ny son! You' re gonna pay
for what you did!

Dirty Dan rolls on his back and plants a bullet perfectly in
bet ween Janes eyes dropping the tall man on his back.

Dirty Dan gets up and shoots the dead body tw ce nore.

DI RTY DAN
Nobody hits ne!
(to Hector and Jacob)
Get on your horses we're | eaving.
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EXT. PLAINS -- CONTI NUOUS

GUN SHOTS in the distance are heard. Uncle Jack's horse
bucks a little bit. Henry and Jerem ah ride with him

UNCLE JACK
@Qun shot s.

HENRY
VWher e?

UNCLE JACK
East .

JEREM AH
Let's go.

They charge their horses in the direction of the gun shot.
EXT. PLAINS -- MOMENTS LATER

Nat han opens his eyes. He rolls on his stomach and tries to
get up, using his left arm but he falls back to the ground
holding his armin pain. He's broken it.

He kicks his legs and clenches his eyes shut tight. He tries
to manage the pain.

Once the pain subsides he uses his feet only to stand up and
he wal ks over to his dead horse. He gets back down on his
knees and sees that the horse's back has been shot and it's
bl eedi ng.

NATHAN
G nnanon. They done shot you in the
back. The cowards done shot you in
t he back.

Nat han stands back up, and starts wal king again. A stream
of blood crawls down his forehead and he wi pes it off.

Anot her streamrolls down his face and Nathan wi pes it off
once nore.

Still the streamcontinues to roll down his face and before
Nat han can wipe it off he coll apses to the ground.

EXT. PLAINS -- LATER

Nat han wakes up with his head resting on Uncle Jack's saddle
bag. He sees Uncle Jack, Henry, and Jerem ah all | ooking
down at him

HENRY
Looks |i ke he's awake.
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Nat han tries to rub his head with his hand, but he soon
remenbers he's broken that arm and he drops his hand back to
the ground in pain.

On his head is a white bandage w apped around it.

NATHAN
(quietly)
VWhere am | ?
UNCLE JACK
Nebr aska.
(beat)

You hit your head on the ground. W
saw you nust have fallen off your

hor se.
NATHAN
What happened?
JEREM AH
Sonebody shot your horse and you
fell off.
NATHAN
Where's pa? Were's pa?
JEREM AH
|s your pa tall? Wth a round bl ack
hat ?
NATHAN
Yes.
JEREM AH
el | .
(beat)
Your pa's... we found him.. He's
gone.
Nat han puts his right armover his eyes. |If he's crying no
one woul d know.
UNCLE JACK

We better | eave hi m be.
(quietly to Nathan)
Get sone rest.

EXT. PLAINS -- LATER

Nat han wakes up again to the sounds of GUN SHOTS. He opens
his eyes and sees Uncle Jack and Henry practicing shooting
at rocks.

Nat han's left armis in a honmenade sling, and his head is
bandaged.
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Uncle Jack throws a rock in the air and Henry shoots it down.
Surprisingly Henry is doing quite well with his left hand.

HENRY
Thr ow anot her one.

Uncle Jack throws it high in the air, and Henry draws his
pi stol and shoots it down.

HENRY ( CONT' D)
| told you Uncle Jack | can't be
st opped.

Nat han sees Jerem ah sl eeping on his saddl e bag close to
him and with his hat over his eyes. Nathan al so notices
Jerem ah's pistol tucked in his holster. Nathan grabs it.

HENRY ( CONT' D)
Thr ow anot her one Uncl e Jack.

Uncle Jack throws it in the air and before Henry can shoot
it, three shots are blasted into the air all hitting the
rock.

Jerem ah junps out of his sleeping position startled. Henry
and Uncle Jack turn around to see Nathan with Jerem ah's
snoki ng pistol.

UNCLE JACK
That was sonme mghty fine shootin
t here.

NATHAN

Thanks. M pa taught ne.

JEREM AH
(awake now)
We're sorry about what happened to

hi m Nat han.

NATHAN
There was nothing ya'll could' ve
done about it.

UNCLE JACK
Do you know the man who did the
killin?

NATHAN

No, but | know one of 'em was naned
Dan. He was an ugly man.

UNCLE JACK

(quietly)
Dirty Dan.
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NATHAN
What ?

UNCLE JACK
Did the man who did it carry dua
peacemakers?

NATHAN
Yes.

UNCLE JACK
Dirty Dan killed your father.

There's a snmal | pause.

NATHAN
Dirty Dan! 1'd do anything to find
that coward and kill him

Nat han stands up in a furry.

JEREM AH
Now wait just a second. You' re not
wel | enough.

NATHAN
(det er m ned)
| don't care. |I'mgoing after him
and |I''mgonna kill him

UNCLE JACK
You know where he's headed?

NATHAN
No, | guess not.

UNCLE JACK
We do. W can help you find him
but I think it's best for you to
rest first.

NATHAN
Where is this Dirty Dan headed?

Uncl e Jack | ooks at Henry who nods at him then to Jerem ah
who signals that it's okay.

UNCLE JACK
On alittle treasure hunt in Northwest
Kansas. W'Ill give you a share too,

if you want it.

NATHAN
That's fine with me, but | don't
want nmuch. Al | want is himdead.
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HENRY
Hey ki d.
NATHAN
Yeah?
HENRY
You want to tell me how you shoot
i ke that?
NATHAN
Sure. It's easy.

Nat han stands next to Henry, and Uncle Jack starts throw ng
rocks back in the air.

EXT. BETH S CAMPFI RE -- NI GHT

Beth and Martin lie on opposite sides of the canpfire. Martin
is sitting up on his butt. Beth is lying down trying to get
sone sleep, but Martin won't l|et her.

Martin has a | ong skinny stick and he hovers it over the
fire trying tolight it on fire.

BETH
Shutup Martin. I'mtrying to get
sone sl eep.

MARTI N

This better be one hell of a good
boy for you to go on this expedition
to find him

(beat)
Bet h... say sonet hi ng.
BETH
"' m asl eep.
MARTI N
If you' re asleep then you woul dn't
be talkin'... Beth.
BETH
What ?
MARTI N

This is kind of scary isn't it?
Just us two out here in the dark.

BETH
Shut up

MARTI N
| wonder where Dirty Dan is?
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BETH
Pl ease Martin, be quiet.

MARTI N
You know what they say about Dirty
Dan don't you?

Martin throws another stick in the fire and the bl aze spurs
up.

MARTI N ( CONT' D)

They say three years ago sonmewhere
in Arizona a famly of four was
sl aught er ed.

(beat)
They say the famly was all sl eeping
peacefully. And |ate one night the
father hears a racket outside. So
he gets out of bed, tells his wfe
to go back to sleep and searches
outside. He's looking for the source
of the noise. After a good ten
m nutes he decides to go back inside,
but as soon as he turns around a
kni fe pierces his back. You know
what happened t hen?

BETH
(alittle frightened)
What ?
MARTI N

Dirty Dan goes inside the house. He
finds the roons of the children and
you know what he does? He guts 'em
He guts "emw th his bow e knife.
Splatters their guts all over the

floor, and... and he eats it.
BETH

He does what ?
MARTI N

| said he eats it. He eats the guts.
BETH

No.
MARTI N

Yes.
BETH

No.
MARTI N

Ch yes.
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BETH
Who told you that story, how woul d

anyone know it was Dirty Dan who did
it?

MARTI N
| didn't say nothing about the nother.
She got away safe, but those nmenories

still haunt her.

(beat)
Well, | guess you better head onto
bed. Try to get sone sleep, if you
can.

EXT. PLAINS -- MORN NG

Martin's kneeling down next to one of the two horses who
seens to have trouble getting up

Beth is beginning to wake up and she sees Martin having
troubl e.

BETH
What's wong Martin?

MARTI N
There's sonething wong wi th Sugar.

BETH
VWhat is it?

Beth gets up and wal ks over to Martin.

MARTI N
| dunno, he won't get up. | think
he m ght have the fever.

BETH
Maybe you're right.

Bet h kneel s down next to Sugar, the horse, and strokes him
Sugar nmoves around a little bit, but he can't get up.

MARTI N
" mgoing to have to put hi m down.
BETH
(surprised)
What ?
MARTI N
W can't just |l eave himout here to
rot. It's better like this.
BETH

Martin, you can't just shoot him
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MARTI N
| don't understand Beth. Wuld you
rat her have ne just |eave hi m out
here and | et the bugs and ani mal s
eat himalive?

BETH
But he's your favorite horse.

MARTI N
| know Beth, but it has to be done.

BETH
Fi ne.

Bet h stands up and wal ks back to the canpfire to gather her
things. While her back is turned Martin shoots Sugar, and
Bet h cringes when she hears the bullet enter the flesh of

t he ani mal .

Martin stands up and tucks his pistol back in his holster.

MARTI N
Untie your horse Beth.

BETH
Ckay.

Beth unties her horse fromthe tree.

MARTI N
Now put your saddl ebag on your horse.
Let's go.

Beth does as told and pl aces her saddl ebag on the back of
her horse. Martin nmounts it first then Beth behind him
They ride off.

EXT. PLAINS -- LATER

Henry and now his group of four ride their horses, and just
over a small hill they see they're com ng close to a new

t own.

They trot their horses as they talk.

UNCLE JACK
| guess we'll nake a quick stop up
her e.

HENRY

Don't you think we oughta keep on
riding, and try to beat Dirty Dan
and his nen.



JEREM AH
Henry m ght be right Uncle Jack this
has turned into nore of a race now.

UNCLE JACK
Nonsense. |If Dirty Dan and his nen
are stealing horses because they're
short, than we're way ahead of them

JEREM AH
This m ght not be such a great idea

pa.

UNCLE JACK

Wiy don't we ask Janes.
(to Nat han)

What do you want to do?

NATHAN
| don't care about the gold. The
only thing | care about is killing
Dirty Dan.

UNCLE JACK
Wiy don't we just stop here for a
little bit?

HENRY
Al right Uncle Jack, but only for one
night then we're off.

NATHAN
How do ya'll know where the gold is?
HENRY
Nort hwest Kansas. |In sone dried up
wel | near a cabin. By a farm
NATHAN
| hope you're right. [It'd be a shane

to go all the way down there and not
find anyt hing.

UNCLE JACK
Not this again. I'mtelling you
boys it's fine. He wasn't |ying.
Forget about all that. Wen we get
into town |I'magetting all three of
ya'll wonmen. |nma get one for Henry,
Jerem ah, and you Nat han.

NATHAN
Not me Uncl e Jack.

UNCLE JACK
Wy not ?

65.



NATHAN
My father brought ne up Christian,
and he al ways sai d buyi ng wonan was
wong. | don't intend on ever buying
a wonman. It's against what | believe
in.

Uncl e Jack starts clapping his hands together.

UNCLE JACK
Good. | wsh | had as strong of a
will as you... but | don't. So as

soon as | get into town | plan on
buyi ng one.

(to Henry)
How about you boy?

HENRY
Me?
UNCLE JACK
Yeah you.
HENRY
| think I'"m going wth Nathan on
this one. | don't want none of it.
NATHAN
That's right Henry.
UNCLE JACK
Wiy not Henry?
HENRY
el - -
UNCLE JACK

--You haven't been to church in ages
SO you can't use that one.

JEREM AH
He's just a little nervous that's
all. Henry ain't never been with no
woman bef ore.
HENRY
That ain't true Jerem ah!
UNCLE JACK
So you Jerem ah. Wat about you.
JEREM AH
You can count ne in Uncle Jack
HENRY
Jerem ah, | thought you said you

were gonna marry Beth
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JEREM AH
| am

NATHAN
You' re breaking the trust between
you two.

JEREM AH

Well she ain't ever gonna know.
Unl ess one of you pigs tells her.

UNCLE JACK
My nouth is closed.

NATHAN
| don't even know her.

Henry doesn't say anyt hi ng.

JEREM AH
Henry.
HENRY
Well | mght have to say sonething.
JEREM AH
You do, and I'Il kill you.
HENRY
| wonder what Beth's doing right
now?
JEREM AH
She's probably at hone where she
bel ongs.

EXT. NEW TOM -- AFTERNOON

The group of four trot their horses on into town and stop
themin front of a saloon. They tie the horses up and

di snount .

Henry and Nat han have a little trouble since their arns are
i n bandages.

| NT. SALOON -- MOMENTS LATER

Leadi ng the group Uncl e Jack pushes open the door to the
sal oon and props hinself down at the bar along with Jerem ah.

The place is pretty jam packed and no cl ear voice can be
heard through the | oud chatter. Misic fromthe piano plays.

Men are pl ayi ng poker, nmen are getting drunk, and nen are
shouting in angry disputes.
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UNCLE JACK
(shouti ng over noise)
Henry, Nathan. Here's sonme noney to
check into a hotel.

Uncl e Jack hands Henry a wad of cash, and they sit at chairs
in the sal oon.

UNCLE JACK ( CONT' D)
Hey Bartender!

The bartender, an obese nman with a double chin, leans into
hear Uncl e Jack

BARTENDER
How can | help you mster?
UNCLE JACK
You see this young man sittin' next
to me?
Jerem ah smles
BARTENDER
Yeah.
UNCLE JACK

Me and hi m have been on a long, |ong
journey. And we were hopin' we could
stop into town and be with sone wonen
for the night.

BARTENDER
Ya'l | got any noney?

UNCLE JACK
Yeah we got sone.

BARTENDER
How nmuch?

UNCLE JACK

We gotta enough trust nme. Now I
want the best girls in the house.
Under st and?

BARTENDER
| got you.
(to Sarah)
Hey Sar ah!

A chubby woman, SARAH, | eans on a poker player, but she stands
up fromthe crowd when she hears her nane.

SARAH
Yes?



BARTENDER
Can you show this man a good tine?

SARAH
Yes | can.

Uncle Jack smles and | eaves with the woman upstairs.

BARTENDER
(to Jerem ah)
And for you

Jerem ah perks up

BARTENDER ( CONT' D)
Car ol !

CAROL stands up froma chair at a poker gane. She is
surprisingly attractive. Carol has a little glumlook in
her eyes that she tries to hide.

CARCL
Yes sir?

BARTENDER
Escort this man upstairs.

Carol and Jerem ah | eave to the upstairs.

Nat han and Henry have been watching the entire episode.
Henry rests his head on the back of the chair.

NATHAN

How nmuch farther do you think?
HENRY

How much farther to what?
NATHAN

How nmuch farther '"til we find the

gol d?

Heads of two nen sitting behind Henry and Nat han perk up
when they hear the word "gold."

HENRY
Ohit's not nuch farther at all
mean we're in the southernnost part
of Nebraska and it's in Northern
Kansas, so it shouldn't be nuch | onger
at all.

NATHAN
Is it Northeast Kansas?

HENRY
No Nort hwest Kansas.

69.
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NATHAN

Oh yeah that's right.
(beat)

So do you really think that this
gold is in a dried up well? | nmean
who puts gold in a dried up well on
a farnf

HENRY

Uncl e Jack as long as |'ve known him
has only been wong a fewtinmes. He

can tell when people are lying. If
he | ooks them straight in the eye he
can tell.

The two nen at the table behind them| ook at each other and
smle. One of themis UGY whose nane describes his physi cal
appearances, and the other is LAWRENCE, who woul dn't be that
bad | ooking if he still had his right ear. His right ear

has been cut off.

LAWRENCE
(whi speri ng)
Did you hear that Ugly?

UGLY
Yeah | heard 'em

LAVWRENCE
W ain't that far from Kansas.

UGLY
Let's get the rest of the boys, and
we can go on a little treasure hunt.

LAVWRENCE
What happens if they get there first?

Ugly whips out his schofield.
UGLY
Then they're gonna get a bullet from
this gun, and we take the gold.

LAVRENCE
Let's go tell the boys.

The two nen stand up and wal k out of the saloon. Henry and
Nat han notice the two nmen | eave, and they | eave soon after
to the hotel.

| NT. UPSTAI RS BEDROOM - - MORNI NG

Jerem ah is sleeping and has his hands behind his head.
Carol has her head on his chest. Tears roll down her face.

Jerem ah doesn't notice until he hears her sniffle.
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JEREM AH
What's wrong?

CARCL
Not hi ng.

JEREM AH

Cnmon tell me what's w ong.

CARCL
(1 gnoring question)
Do you have your noney?

JEREM AH
Yeah |'ve got it.

Jerem ah reaches over to the night stand and grabs the noney.
He hands it to her.

JEREM AH ( CONT' D)
There you go.

CARCL
So where are you fronf

JEREM AH
Nebr aska.

Carol w pes away tears.

JEREM AH ( CONT' D)
| don't understand. Wy are you

crying?
CARCL
Do you | ove ne Jerem ah?
JEREM AH
(j oki ngly)
O course | love you sweet heart.
CARCOL

No, do you really really |ove ne
i ke you | ove your nma.

JEREM AH
Sur e.

CAROL
Then run away with ne.

JEREM AH
What ?

CARCL

Run away with me and we can go where
ever you want to go.
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JEREM AH
| don't even know you.
CARCOL
You know ne.
JEREM AH
No | don't.
CARCOL
What do you want to know?
JEREM AH
| dunno. | just don't know you.
CARCOL
| Iike ice cream ny favorite col or
isred, I--
JEREM AH
No. That's not what | nmean. | don't
know anyt hi ng about you. Like the
kind of person you are. | just don't
knowif I'd |ike you as a person.
CARCL
Way don't you like nel!
JEREM AH
| didn't say that Carol
CARCL
(shouti ng)
| don't understand | nma good person!
JEREM AH
Stop shouti ng!
CARCOL
| hate you! | hate you
JEREM AH

What's the matter with you?
Carol junps out of bed and starts throw ng things about.

CARCOL
Who do you think you are Jerem ah?
What makes you so special ? Wat
makes you so special that you can
reject me? You aren't anything
conpared to ne! | hate you! | hate
you! You nmake ne sick!

Carol runs around the bed and Jerem ah is just watching
dunbf ounded.
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Carol gets on her knees and grabs Jerem ah's pistol off the
fl oor and out of the holster.

JEREM AH
St op!

Before she can aimit at Jerem ah, he's already junped out
of bed, and trying to westle the gun away fromher. He

tugs and tugs until suddenly the gun goes off and BLASTS a
hole into Carol's chest.

Jerem ah | ooks at the body stunned.

Anot her noment | ater and an unheal thily skinny man, JI MW,
bursts through the door and | ooks down at Carol, then back
at Jerem ah, and then back at Carol. He gasps.

JI MWY
What have you done!

EXT. SALOON -- LATER

Two | awren hold onto each arm of Jerem ah and tug hi mtowards

the jail. A nob of people follow himcursing and spitting
at him
Jerem ah, still in his underwear struggles as best he can to

break free.

A VO CE IN THE CROND
You' re gonna pay for what you did!

VA CE IN THE CROAD
He killed Carol! He killed Carol!

Uncl e Jack burst through the doors of the sal oon and he sees
what's happening. He runs towards the nob of nen and tries
to reach Jerem ah, but he's punched in the face, and he falls
to the ground bl oody fromthe nose.

Henry and Nat han storm out of the hotel not too far fromthe
mob and run to Uncle Jack who is still on the ground bl eedi ng.

HENRY
(shouting over the
noi se)
Uncl e Jack, Uncle Jack what's going
on?

UNCLE JACK
(shouti ng)
They're gonna put Jeremah in jail!

NATHAN
VWhat' d he do?
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UNCLE JACK
| don't know Stop them

A GUN SHOT is blasted into the air and the nob goes sil ent
as they stare at Henry with the gun in the air, and Nat han
standi ng next to him

NATHAN
What's goi ng on here!

A long silence occurs until a bal ding man speaks up.
BALDI NG MAN
We're gonna |lynch this man for what
he di d!

Peopl e start shouting out in agreenment once nore, but Henry
silences themw th another GUN SHOT.

NATHAN
VWhat is his crinme?
BALDI NG MAN
He killed Carol! The best woman in

this town!

Uncl e Jack finally stands up.

UNCLE JACK
My son didn't kill anyone!
BALDI NG MAN
Oh yeah he did, Jimmy saw him Didn't

you Ji nf?
Jimmy is standing next to the sheriff.

JI MW
Yeah, | saw the whol e thing!

HENRY
You liar!

Jerem ah struggles to speak his face is a little beaten up.
JEREM AH

| didn't kill her she took ny gun
and it was an acci dent!

BALDI NG MAN

You'll hang no matter what!
HENRY

You touch himand I'Il bl ow your

head of f!

Henry raises his revolver up towards the Bal di ng Man
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JEREM AH
No Henry. They'll kill you!

NATHAN
Doesn't he get a fair trial? Wo's
the sheriff in town?

BALDI NG MAN
| amthe sheriff!

The Bal di ng Man pushes back his suit jacket revealing his
sheriff badge.

I NT. JAIL -- LATER

Jerem ah sits on his cot in jail very sad and gloony. Uncle
Jack, Henry, and Nathan stand on the outside of the jail.

Jerem ah doesn't cry and his voice doesn't even quiver.

JEREM AH
| can't believe this is happening to
ne.
HENRY
Don't you get a trial?
JEREM AH
| guess not.
NATHAN

VWhat kind of town is this?

UNCLE JACK
We're gonna get you back Jerem ah,
don't worry.

HENRY
So what happened exactly?

JEREM AH
She was aimn' to run away with ne.
| could tell there was sonething
wong with her, because she was crying
pretty hard. Wen | told her that |
didn't want to go away with her she
got real upset. She was acting so
strange. She was scarin' nme. She
grabbed ny gun, tried to shoot ne,
and | tried to take it from her and
| kept on pulling on the gun again
and again and then | accidentally
shot her.

UNCLE JACK
So it was sel f-defense?



JEREM AH
Yes.

NATHAN
Well | guess we'll have to break you
out .

HENRY

Nat han's right. W' ve got to.

JEREM AH
Pl ease don't try and rescue ne. D d
you know who that sheriff was?

UNCLE JACK
VWho was he?
JEREM AH
That was Big Tim They say his draw
is just as fast as Dirty Dan's. |If
you ya'll try and save ne you'l
just be dead along with ne.
UNCLE JACK
| guess you're right Jerem ah.
JEREM AH
Pl ease don't try to save ne. You'l
fail.
UNCLE JACK

W won't Jerem ah.
Uncl e Jack shakes Jerem ah's hand through the jail bars.

UNCLE JACK ( CONT' D)
| love you kid.

JEREM AH
| love you too pa.

Henry and Nat han shake Jerem ah's hand.

JEREM AH ( CONT' D)
"Il see you boys.

NATHAN
It was nice neeting you Jerem ah.

HENRY
"' m gonna m ss you Jerem ah.

EXT. JAIL -- DAY
A crowd of people stand in waiting for Jeremah. A few

nmoments |later and Jerem ah is being wal ked out of the jail
with BIG TIM and anot her | awran.
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They wal k himup steps and onto a platform Jerem ah | ooks
out into the crowd to find his friends. After awhile he
sees Uncl e Jack, Henry, and Nathan all standi ng anongst the
crowd.

Big Timwal ks Jerem ah to the center of the platform and a
preacher begi ns speaki ng.

PREACHER
Ch good | ord pl ease have nercy on
this troubled youth | see before ne.
Pl ease forgive himof his wong doings
and bless himlord. This young man
has done a horrible thing Iord, but
pl ease accept himinto your kingdom

Big Timgets real close to Jerem ah, and puts the noose around
his neck. Big Timleans in even closer.

BIG TI ME
(whi speri ng)
Adi os you coward.

Big Timwal ks off to the side of the platform

Henry cocks his revolver and is about to lift it up when
Uncl e Jack | owers his hand back down to his wai st.

UNCLE JACK
(whi speri ng)
|"ve already | ost one boy today, |
ain't gonna | ose anot her.

Jerem ah gives one |last look to Uncle Jack. Big Timnods to
the man behind the I ever. The man nods back and pulls down
on it.

The fl oor beneath Jerem ah falls out and Jerem ah falls

t hrough the gap. Just as Jeremi ah falls Henry gets anot her
stabbing pain in his heart and he drops to the ground. Nathan
turns away.

UNCLE JACK ( CONT' D)
Jerem ah!

Jerem ah withes around for a little bit coughing, gasping,
and turning red. He stops noving.

Jerem ah di es.
EXT. PLAINS -- MORN NG

Dirty Dan slans his foot down on Martin's face, and Martin
violently gets up, his face bruised, and his nose bl eedi ng.

Martin sees Dirty Dan, Hector, and Jacob standing in front
of him
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MARTI N
VWho are you! \Were'd you cone fromnt

DI RTY DAN
It's tinme to wake up little boy.

Beth hears Dirty Dan and she junps out of her sleep and stands
behind Martin shaking in her pants.

BETH
(scared)
Who are you? Wat do you want?

DI RTY DAN
I"'mDirty Dan.

Martin and Beth gasp. Both are very scared.

DI RTY DAN ( CONT' D)
You sure are a pretty little thing.

MARTI N
You shutup! Don't you touch her.

Hector and Jacob start | aughi ng.

JACOB
Finally a little fun.

DI RTY DAN
Let's get her boys.

MARTI N
Wai t!

DI RTY DAN
What ?

MARTI N

(confident)
No.

Dirty Dan | ooks back at his nmen, smles and then | ooks back
at Martin.

DI RTY DAN
Yes.
MARTI N
Don't | get a chance to... ya know

Fight for her?

DI RTY DAN
What do you nean?
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MARTI N
You and ne have stand off. \Woever
kills the other keeps the girl, and
whoever doesn't when well... dies.
Just you and ne though, and nake
your pals prom se not to gun nme down
once this is over.

BETH
No Martin.

MARTI N
| have to do this.

Hector grabs Dirty Dan's shoul der.

HECTOR
He's just a kid Dan.
DI RTY DAN
Shut up Hector.
(to Martin)
"1l do the countdown for ya. Ckay?
MARTI N
Have Beth do it.
DI RTY DAN
Don't think so.
MARTI N
At | east have one of your nen do it.
DI RTY DAN
Fine wwth ne. Hector.
HECTOR
What ?
DI RTY DAN
Do a countdown, to three.
MARTI N
No, to five.
DI RTY DAN
Al --
MARTI N
--Make it six.
DI RTY DAN
Doesn't matter when the countdown
ends. You're still going to die.

Ckay Hector.
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HECTOR
Fi ne Dan. One. ..

Martin hovers his hand over his pistol, and Dirty Dan does
t he sane.

HECTOR ( CONT' D)
Two. ..

Dirty Dan stares at Martin's eyes trying to get inside him
but Martin just looks at Dirty Dan's stonmach.

HECTOR ( CONT' D)
Thr ee. ..

Martin unexpectedly draws his weapon and fires at Dirty Dan
knocki ng hi m backwar ds.

JACOB
You cheat - -

Jacob falls down when Martin puts another bullet in his chest.
Hector has his gun out, but takes a bullet in the head. He
stands there for a nonent with his eyes rolled in the back

of his head. He takes one step forward, pauses, and then
fires his gun towards the ground. He falls to the earth

with a thud.

Martin and Beth stare at the bodies for a nonent. Martin is
conpletely flabbergasted, he's shocked, he's stunned. Beth
breaks the sil ence.

BETH
VWHEW That was amazing! How did
you do that? You killed Dirty Dan.
You just shot and killed Dirty Dan.
Martin... you shot Dirty Dan and you
killed him Ww How did you... do
t hat ?

Martin tries to hold in his excitenent as best he can. He's
trying to stay cool.

MARTI N
Vell | guess ne cheating played a
hand in it.

BETH

Not only did you kill Dirty Dan you
killed two other nen! Martin how
did you did you do that?

MARTI N
| dunno. Luck | s'pose.
(twrls gun in holster)
O maybe I'mjust that fast.
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Beth sm | es.

MARTI N ( CONT' D)
We better go on and nove. | think
see the next town up ahead.

Martin puts his hand above his eyes and sees a little of the
next town.

MARTI N ( CONT' D)
Let's go Beth.

Martin and Beth double up on their horse and ride off.

BETH
| can't wait to tell Jeremah. W
brother killed Drty Dan!

| NT. SALOON -- N GHT

Uncl e Jack downs anot her shot of whiskey and slans it back
down on the table. Nathan and Henry sit on either side of
Uncl e Jack.

The Sal oon | ooks and sounds just like it did when the group
canme into town the first day.

UNCLE JACK
(ridicul ously drunk)
Bar t ender.

Uncl e Jack sways in his seat when he talks.

BARTENDER
What ?
UNCLE JACK
Bartender... are you
(beat)
Gonna get ne...
BARTENDER
What ?
Pause.
UNCLE JACK
A drink?
NATHAN
| think you' ve had enough.
UNCLE JACK
Don't tell me what to do! | mma grown

man! A lot ol der than you.
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Nat han wi nces at the horrible breath energing from Uncle
Jack's nmouth, crawling up his nose, and surrounding his entire
body.

HENRY
Wiy don't we go back to the hotel
alright?

UNCLE JACK

Not with out ny baby.

NATHAN
Who' s your baby?

Uncl e Jack grabs the bottle of whiskey tight, steps off of
his stool and col |l apses face first on the floor.

EXT. SALOON -- MOMENTS LATER

Nat han hol ds Uncl e Jack's feet and Henry holds his arns.
Uncl e Jack still manages to drink his whiskey. Henry and
Nat han struggle to carry him

HENRY
That' s enough whi skey.

UNCLE JACK
Not today boys!
(beat)
I There once was a nman!
(to Henry)
Wait how did that go again Henry?

HENRY
How di d what go?

UNCLE JACK
The song |' m si ngi ng!

HENRY
| dunno.

UNCLE JACK
I There once was a man...with a big
round hat! That's it!

They nmake it to the steps of the hotel.
UNCLE JACK ( CONT' D)
I There once was a man with a big
round hat and his nanme was Ji nbo!
| NT. HOTEL ROOM -- LATER

Uncle Jack lies in bed with beads of sweat pouring down his
face. He still drinks the whiskey.



83.

Henry sits next to Uncle Jack and Nathan sits in a chair
| ooki ng out of the hotel w ndow.

HENRY
You' ve got to stop drinking Uncle
Jack.
UNCLE JACK
(quietly)

I There once was a man with a big
round hat and his nanme was Ji nbo!

HENRY
Uncl e Jack... Uncl e Jack.

Uncl e Jack ignores Henry. He stops singing and finally falls
to sl eep.

NATHAN
What now Henry?
HENRY
Huh?
NATHAN
What are we going to do now?
HENRY
| dunno. | don't even know if Uncle
Jack wants to go for the gold anynore.
He's still upset about Jerem ah.
NATHAN
It's a shanme what happened to his
son.
HENRY
Yeah... it is.
NATHAN
Henry we've still got to get Dirty
Dan.
HENRY

This really isn't the tine to talk
about Dirty Dan.

NATHAN
You told me you'd help ne kill him

HENRY
Yeah | guess | did say that, but
Nat han I'm getting tired of seein

dead bodies. I'mgetting tired of
the ook, the snell, I"'mtired of it
al | .

( MORE)
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HENRY ( CONT' D)

| don't want to kill any nore nen.
| don't like the feelin" | get.
Especially after what happened to
Jerem ah.

NATHAN
You prom sed nme Henry.

HENRY
If | see himthen | reckon I'll have

to help you.

NATHAN
That's right. That's got to be the
only thing I got on nmy mnd right
now. Killing Drty Dan.

HENRY
(about Uncl e Jack)
Dang. He sure is sweatin' up a storm
ain't he?

Nat han turns around and | ooks at Uncl e Jack.

NATHAN
s he alright?

HENRY
| dunno.

Nat han returns his view towards the w ndow

NATHAN
Sonebody's comn' into town.

Henry stands up fromhis chair.

HENRY
Who is it?

NATHAN
A young man and a young wonan.

Henry wal ks over to Nathan and | ooks out the w ndow at the
two riders.

HENRY
Are you kiddin" nme?

NATHAN
VWhat? Wo is it?

Henry ignores the question and runs out of the room | eaving
Nat han by hi nmsel f per pl exed.
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EXT. HOTEL -- MOMVENTS LATER

Henry runs out of the saloon, and sees Martin and Beth tying
up their horses.

HENRY
Beth? Martin?

They both turn and | ook at Henry. Beth sees him and junps
up in the air in excitenent.

BETH
Henry!

She gives hima hug and kisses himon the cheek. Martin
wal ks up to himand shakes his hand.

MARTI N
Hey Henry.

HENRY
How you doin' Martin?

MARTI N
Good.

Both Martin and Beth are a little taken back at how unexcited
Henry is to see them

HENRY
What are you guys doin' out here?

BETH
We're out here lookin' for Jerem ah.

MARTI N
Mom made ne cone with her

BETH
Henry listen to this. Martin killed
Dirty Dan and two of his nen. He
actually killed them they were in a

stand off.

MARTI N
| gotta admt | had to cheat a little
bit.

HENRY

That' s great.

BETH
Aren't you surprised to hear that?

HENRY
Um
( MORE)
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HENRY ( CONT' D)

Jerem ah was... hung just yesterday.
(beat)
He' s dead.
BETH
VWhat |
MARTI N
No.
HENRY
He was accused of a murder he didn't
commit.
BETH
NO

Bet h col |l apses on the ground crying getting attention from
all the bystanders wal king by. Mrtin and Henry pull her
back up and they wal k towards the sal oon.

BETH ( CONT' D)
Jerem ah!

| NT. HOTEL ROOM -- MOMENTS LATER

Beth sits on the bed crying very loudly. Uncle Jack is on
the other side of the bed. He's sleeping through Beth's
| oud wai | s.

Martin tries to cal mher down and Nat han and Henry wat ch
froma distance.

BETH
(sobbi ng)
| told himhe wouldn't cone back.
told himthat | new |'d never see
hi m agai n.

MARTI N
" msorry Beth.

HENRY
He told us he wanted to nmarry you
when he got back

BETH

He told nme that too. |If he hadn't

had gone with you he'd still be alive!
MARTI N

Beth, it's not their fault.

BETH
Yes it is!
( MORE)
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BETH ( CONT' D)
How coul d you let himgo! Martin we
shoul d have come sooner

MARTI N
Bet h, pl ease--
BETH
--Who was the man that killed hinf
HENRY
The sheriff of this town.
BETH
Let's kill him
MARTI N
Bet h.
BETH
Just do the same thing you did to
Dirty Dan.
NATHAN

VWhat'd he do to Dirty Dan?

BETH
He killed him

NATHAN
You nean Dirty Dan's dead?

MARTI N
Yes. He' s dead.

Nat han | ooks down to the fl oor. He isn't sure what to feel.
He just stares at the floor.

BETH
Did ya'll ever find that gold or
what ?

Nat han | ooks up when hears the word "gold" and stares at
Henry.

NATHAN
Let's find it Henry. Let's get this
gol d.

HENRY
That's what Jerem ah woul d' ve want ed
us to do.

Beth slowy stops crying and | ooks at Uncle Jack.

BETH
I s Uncle Jack okay?
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HENRY
VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?

Bet h shakes Uncl e Jack, and he doesn't wake up. Henry wal ks
over to himand puts his hand on Uncle Jack's head.

HENRY ( CONT' D)
He's burning up!

Henry shakes Uncle Jack hard, but Uncle Jack still just lies
t here.

HENRY ( CONT' D)
Uncl e Jack!

EXT. GRAVE YARD -- DAY

Beth, Martin, Henry, and Nathan | ook at the gravestone.
They stare at the gravestone in conplete silence for a good
time. There isn't one happy face.

The nen have their hats on their chests.

HENRY
"' m gonna mss you Uncle Jack. [|I'm
gonna m ssS you so mnuch.

Anot her sil ence.

BETH
Can sonebody say sonet hing? How
about you Martin?

MARTI N
| didn't really know himwell.

NATHAN
| didn't really know him either,
(beat)
But | could tell he was a good nman.
| could tell he was a good man to
Henry and a good man to Jerem ah.
He was good to nme and | only knew

himfor a few days. | only knew him
for a few days and I mss himas |
mss ny father. | knew he did sone

si nni ng, but everyone sins.

He did sone things that God probably
won't |ike much, but I've got a
feeling. |1've got one of those gut
feelings that even though I didn't
know this man well at all, | just
know he's in heaven. | know he's in
heaven with the angels and... pa.

Nat han stops and starts to tear up.
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| guess | could say sonething then.

(beat)
Well... Uncle Jack. You had to have
been a great father, because | knew
your sons real well, and they turned
out to be sone fine young nen.
Jerem ah was tall |ike you and Henry
had your | ooks. They were respectable
i ke you.

The kids were just great young nen.
The way they were is a little of
their fault. But it's nostly your
fault for nolding the young ne into

who they are today. | guess I'l
see you soon Uncle Jack. | know
you' re gone, but we won't forget
you.

BETH

Uncl e Jack you had to have been the
sweetest man | ever knew, and one of
the best. | renenber you saying
sonme of the funniest things. You
had ne | aughing all the tinme even
when | was sad. There's no way |'1|
ever forget you.

There won't be a day when | don't
remenber sonme of the things you said
to me, sonme of the things you taught
me, and sonme of the things that nmade
me be a better person. You're one
of the best nen I've ever net. ']l
never forget your nane.

Henry starts to say sonething, but he begins to tear

BETH ( CONT' D)
It's okay Henry, it's okay.

NATHAN
| guess it's tine to go on hone and- -

Henry interrupts startling everyone in the group.

HENRY
No! We set out on a m ssion and
we're gonna finish it. That's what
Uncl e Jack woul d've wanted us to do.
He woul dn't have wanted us to give
up just because he's dead. He'd
want us to keep on pushin' forward.
We're not goi ng back honme. W're
going to find the gold!

up.

89.
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Nat han kneels down to Henry's face.

NATHAN
Henry. Henry it's time to go hone.

Henry stands back up.

HENRY
"' m not going any where, but South.

BETH
Hasn't enough bl ood been spilt?

HENRY
We set out to do sonething, and we're
goin' to finishit. Now who's comn'?

Henry turns around and | ooks at the G avestone.

NATHAN
" m not gonna |l et you go the rest of
the trip wi thout any body. | guess
"]

| go with you
Martin | ooks over at Beth and she shakes her head "yes".

MARTI N
| guess we're in too.

HENRY
Thank you. Now there's a few things
|'"d like to say to ny Uncle before
we go.

I NT. CABIN -- LATER

Eight men talk in a cabin. There's a table set up in the
center. UWUgly and Lawence sit at the table with two ot hers.
One of them ARTHUR, an average sized man with a scar on his
forehead and through his eyeball. Another man also sits at
the tabl e, SEBASTI AN, he's al nbst short enough to be a m dget.

LEONARD and EMANUEL stand near the table. Leonard is muscle
bound and Emanuel is a very scrawny nman.

FERNANDO, a nan with a massive beard covering his face sits
al one by the fireplace. Next to the door is RALPH, another
man with a ot of facial hair nostly around his upper lip.

Al eight nmen are speaking |oudly, but stop when Ugly commands
t hem

UGLY
Everybody shutup! Now listen up. |
don't know how many these boys got
wth 'em

( MORE)
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UGLY ( CONT' D)
But we know for sure there's gonna
be at least two of 'em

LEONARD
Let's kill both of "em Easy.

LAWRENCE
No. Not that easy, we said we don't
know how many there are. There m ght
have a | ot nore than eight nen |ike
us.

ARTHUR
If we go in there guns blazin'" not
too many people can stop the eight

of us.
RALPH
Let's go chargin' in there!
UGLY
You think we should just go chargin’
in there?
EMANUEL

| dunno, but | tell you one thing
we've got to get a nove on and fast.

SEBASTI AN
We shoul d' ve been gone yesterday!
For all we know they've already found
it.

UGLY
They ain't found it yet.

EMANUEL
How do you know?

RALPH
How coul d you know t hat ?

LAWRENCE
He just does alright. The boys | ooked
young so that neans they're
I nexperi enced.

ARTHUR

How young were they?
LEONARD

Yeah, | don't want to kill no kids.
ARTHUR

| wouldn't mnd, | was just curious.
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LAVRENCE
Maybe around seventeen years ol d.

SEBASTI AN
Well that's just old enough to die
as for as |I'mconcerned. Wen you
turn fourteen you can die. These
boys are around three years ahead of
tinme before it beconmes okay to kill

'em
LEONARD

| don't want to kill no kids.
RALPH

Didn't you just hear what Sebastian
said? The boys are three years ahead
of the tinme to die.

LEONARD
They're too young for ne.

Leonard turns to Fernando who hasn't said a single word.

LEONARD ( CONT' D)
What do you think Fernando?

Fernando doesn't take his glance off the fireplace. He
continues his into the fire as he talks to Leonard. A double
barrel shotgun rests in his |ap.

FERNANDO
All I knowis that there's a tinme
for killing no matter how young you
are. Everybody dies. Sone old.
Sonme young. Everyone goes. If we
kill these two kids all we'll be
doing is speeding up their very short
lives. | will not hesitate to gun

down anyone who stands in ny way of
the gold. As far as | can see it.
That gold's m ne.

EXT. PLAINS -- MORN NG

Henry | eads Beth, Nathan, and Martin on horseback. They
race their horses across the plains in search for the first
farmthey cone across.

HENRY (V. O.)
You were the only real father | ever
had. Nobody really knows who ny
real father was... just sonme drunk
deadbeat. You were there for ne
Uncl e Jack, and not too many people
woul d' ve done what you did.

( MORE)



93.

HENRY (V. O.) (CONT' D)
You didn't have to take ne in |like
you di d.

You coul d've thrown ne on the streets
like |I'"ve seen happen to so nmany

ot her kids, but you were there for
me. You were there for me when it
mattered, and that Uncle Jack neans

the world to ne. | just wish |
could ve said this to you before you
died. I'm.. I'"'mgonna mss you
Uncl e Jack, |I'm gonna m ss you Sso
much.

The group finally nears a farm |It's appears to be
uni nhabi ted. They di smount their horses.

There's a well near the side of the house and Henry sprints
over to it.

HENRY ( CONT' D)
This m ght be it!

The rest run over to his position.

HENRY ( CONT' D)
This mght be it.

Martin grabs the bucket and drops it in the well. He pulls
it back up. He looks inside it and, the bucket is filled
wth water.

MARTI N
No.

NATHAN
This is foolish Henry. It's tinme to
go back.

HENRY
No! |I'm not going back, there's
gold out there just waitin' for us
to find it.

BETH

W' ve been searching for days Henry.
There hasn't been a farm we haven't
come across. |I'mgettin' so tired.

MARTI N
She is a |l ady, Henry.

HENRY
Ch stop your fussin'
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BETH
Pl ease Henry let's go back

NATHAN
| think it's tine you start admttin
there ain't no gold out here.

HENRY
(angry) _ _
If you want to quit, then quit. |
don't care. | ain't gonna go back

with no gol d!

The cocking of a pistol is heard near the house, everyone
turns to see who it is. Two nen. One the father the other
the son. The father has a rifle and the son has the pistol
ai med their way.

Martin raises his hands up.

MARTI N
We don't want no quarrel

FATHER
What do you want ?

NATHAN
Just a drink of water.

FATHER
Vell, get your drink and go on.
Your the second group of people this
week who's cone by.

BETH
We'll be goin' sir.

FATHER
Go on then.

EXT. PLAINS -- DAY

The group is riding once again, but this tinme they're trotting
their horses. They're not running themlike before. Martin
is about to fall off his horse he's so sleepy, but Nathan
pushes hi m back up.

Of in the distance is a torn down farm The stables are

beat down and the house is falling a part. It's very worn
down.
HENRY
That's it!
NATHAN

How do you know?
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HENRY
Trust nme that's it.

EXT. FARM -- MOMENTS LATER
The group surrounds the dried up well. Nathan pokes his

head in and | ooks down into what | ooks |like an eternity of
dar kness.

NATHAN
Are you sure it's in there?
HENRY
Yeah |'m sure.
BETH
How are you going to get in there?
HENRY
"Il go down with the bucket, and
you' Il pull ne back up
MARTI N

Beth better go down. She's the
i ghtest one here.

HENRY
We'll pull you back up | prom se.

BETH
Al right.

Martin, Henry, and Nathan hold onto the other side of the
rope as Beth holds on for dear life. They slowy ease her
down the well until there's no nore slack left.

HENRY
(shouti ng)
Are you okay!

BETH
(shouti ng)
Yeah, |'mat the bottom

HENRY
VWhat's at the bottonf!?

Long pause, as they eagerly wait for an answer.

BETH
Gol d! There's gold at the bottom

The nmen get so excited that they alnobst Iet go of the rope
t hey' re hol di ng.

On top of a slope |ooking down the tip of a steady rifle
appears. Fernando is holding it.
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The rifle is ainmed dead for Martin. Fernando pulls the
trigger and Martin falls to the earth. R ght as Martin falls
ei ght nmen charge down the hill.

HENRY
OCh no! Beth you stay down there.

BETH
What' s goi ng on!

NATHAN
There's a hell of a lot of nen
shooting at us!

Nat han picks Martin up who only has a shoul der wound. They
run around the farm house and stop for cover.

MARTI N
It hurts! They shot ne!

NATHAN
| can't believe this. How d they
find out?

HENRY
Martin?

MARTI N
Yeah?

HENRY
Can you shoot ?

MARTI N

(pull'ing out pistol)

Yeah.

HENRY

"' mgonna run for the horses and get
t he shot gun.

NATHAN

Get ny rifle too.
HENRY

Ya'l| have to cover ne!
NATHAN

We got you now go!

Nat han shoves Henry out in the open, and Henry runs to the
horses. Nathan and Martin BLASTS their guns toward the nen
comng down the hill. GUN SHOIS are shot into the air
creating an unconfortabl e and dangerous environnent.

Henry quickly pulls his shotgun out fromhis horse and takes
Nat han's rifle fromhis



97.

Just as he's doing so Henry's horse is shot and it falls to
t he ground bl oody.

Henry runs back to his position and his hat is shot off his
head.

HENRY
Ni ce j ob boys.

Henry hands Martin his revolver, and hands Nathan his rifle.
Henry has his shotgun gripped tightly in his hands. Martin
has two pistols, he has a little trouble keeping the one up
in his |left hand.

HENRY ( CONT' D)
Alright let's-- AHHH

Henry grasps his heart.

HENRY ( CONT' D)
Ch no not now

NATHAN
This is not the tinme for this Henry.

HENRY
" m sorry Nat han!

MARTI N
It's alright.
(sighs)
Rest here and Nathan and | will go
out .

HENRY
It hurts so bad! AHHH

LAWRENCE (O S.)
C nmon out boys! W ain't gonna hurt
you now.

Nat han qui ckly pokes his head and rifle out shooting at
Lawrence. Lawrence takes the shot in his stomach and falls
to the earth holding his bleeding belly.

LAVRENCE ( CONT' D)
Kill "amall!

Nat han turns to Martin.

NATHAN
You go that way, |I'Il go this way.

Martin runs off to the other side of the farmhouse quickly
di spatching of the lone, Arthur, who falls to the ground
with a bullet hole in his forehead.
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The outl aws realize where Martin is and they charge to the
ot her side of the farmhouse. Martin stands in the opening
with his two pistols blazing away until both guns are enpty.
Emanuel , Ral ph, and Sebastian fall to the ground dead.

Martin can't reload in tinme enough and the rest of the nen
gun hi m down.

Unbeknownst to the outlaws Nathan has flanked them Just as
Martin falls to the earth Nathan, with amazing speed kills
Leonard and Ugly just as they turn around.

Henry has just come out of hiding, his mnor heart problem
has subsided. Nathan turns to Henry and sm | es.

NATHAN ( CONT' D)
W got 'em Henry! W got - -

GUN SHOT is fired again and Nathan is hit in the back. The
| ook on his face is conpletely dunbfounded as he falls to
hi s knees then his stonmach.

Fernando stands behind himwith his rifle.

HENRY
You just shot that man in the back!

Fernando turns to see Henry.

FERNANDO
And you' re next.

Fernando lifts his rifle up again and shoots. CLICK It's
enpty. He throws the rifle down and pulls his pistol out.
Henry stands there with his shotgun, and he raises it just
as Fernando shoots.

The gun EXPLODES in Fernando's hand, and he falls to his
knees holding his burnt fist. Fernando SCREAMS in pain.

Henry slowy wal ks his way up to Fernando and puts the shotgun
in his face. Henry's face is expressionless.

FERNANDO ( CONT' D)
You woul dn't shoot an unarned man
woul d you?

Henry remenbers his Uncle Jack asking himthe sane question
i n the begi nning.

HENRY
Yeah | woul d.

Henry shoots and bl ows Fernando's head off |eaving Fernando
on the ground, dead.
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_ NATHAN
(dying)
Henry.
Henry sees Nat han on the ground still dying.
HENRY
Nat han

Henry bends down to Nathan's | evel and props Nathan's head
on his knee.

HENRY ( CONT' D)
Nat han, you're going to be alright.
You're going to be okay. You' re not
going to die.

NATHAN
It's okay Henry. | know |I'm dead.

HENRY
VWhere's Martin?

Nat han points to Martin, riddled with bullet holes.

HENRY ( CONT' D)
Oh no. Please don't go Nathan.

NATHAN
It's okay I want to. | finally get
to see pa again. Don't cry Henry.
You' ve used up enough tears.

Nat han cl oses his eyes and dies. Henry stands up, and he
doesn't cry just |ike Nathan asked himnot too.

BETH (O.S.)
| s sonmeone gonna tell nme what's goin
on up there!

EXT. TOMN -- DAY

Henry rides with Beth on their horses. Neither of themare
content at all. Their faces are expressionless. They're
not happy, sad, or sick. They're just expressionless.

They stop in front of a shop and di snount.

| NT. SHOP -- MOMENTS LATER

The store owner, CARL, turns around when he sees the two
yout hs.

CARL
How are you two doin' today!
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HENRY
Just fine sir.

Bet h hands the pouch of gold to Henry who lays it out on the
table. He opens it up and sonme of the gold spills out.

HENRY ( CONT' D)
You want this?

CARL
Where did you find this?

HENRY
Does it matter? You want it or not?

CARL
Ckay |l emme see it.

Carl picks up one of the gold pieces and examnes it. He
| ooks at it for about three seconds and slans it back down
to the table.

CARL ( CONT' D)
| really don't appreciate this.

HENRY

Don't appreci ate what?
BETH

What's this guy tal ki ng about ?
CARL

Get out of ny store. Get out now
HENRY

Hey- -
CARL

You think I'm stupid? You can't

cheat ne.

(firmy)

This is Fool's ol d.

The words stab into Henry's heart like a knife and he's
utterly shocked. Beth alnost faints.

HENRY
[t's what?

CARL
Fool 's ol d.
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