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FADE | N:
| NT. ST. BENEDI CT" S ACADEMY- GYMNASI UM DAY

A |l one basketball lies static in the center of a dimlit
basket bal | court.

Suddenly, the |lights sequentially turn on. A group of high
school boys of various ethnicities enter sporting T-shirts
and gym shorts.

They take seats on |avish new benches. The gymmasiumis
state-of-the-art and dressed in the school’s white and bl ue
col ors.

A | arge banner reads: CRUSADERS!

ASSI STANT COACH TOM (30), skinny and sporting blue surfer
shades, enters with a clipboard. He stares at it never
taking his eyes off. The gymis silent as he flips pages.
Al the time in the world.

ASST. COACH TOM
Squads one, four. Go!

Ten kids junp up and run onto the court, formng two teans.
The assistant coach picks up a basketball and throws it to
one team He blows his whistle. The gane starts.

They play hard, each show ng prom se. Sone better than
ot hers.

ALEX SI MMONS (17) sits at the end of the bench. A thin black
kid with an apathetic | ook plastered to his face. He fiddles
wi th his hands watching the game intensely. Studying it.

TREYVON MARCUS (17), a snmaller kid, sits beside Al ex. He
yells, taunts, and reacts jokingly to everything in the
gane.

One of the players crosses-up his opponent then drives to
the hoop for a | ayup.

SMACK! !
A tall kid blocks the layup. The ball flies off the court.

The kids on the bench yell in excitenent. Treyvon reacts
Wi th unnecessary histrionics.
TREYVON
Oh shit!! You saw that shit ny

ni gga! ?
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Al ex nods. The assi stant coach bl ows the whistle.

ASST. COACH TOM
Squads two, three. You re up!

TREYVON
Yeah, get these bum ass niggas of
t he court.
(to Al ex)

What squad you on?
Al ex puts up two fingers.

TREYVON
Oh shit, I'"'mthree son. You about
to get wecked.

Al ex raises his brows indifferent. They stand up, take the
floor, and face each other.

TREYVON
(points to Al ex)
Yo, | got this nigga.
Everyone else calls their guy on defense. The assi stant
coach throws the ball to a player on squad two. The whistle
bl ows.

They bring the ball up the court. Alex runs to the corner
three-point |ine. Treyvon guards himl oosely.

TREYVON
| wanna see what you can do.

The ball handl er shot fakes then drives to the rim Two
def enders coll apse on himforcing himto | ose control of the
bal I .

Alex immedi ately runs to the other side of the court. Squad
three runs a fast break down the court with Treyvon | eading.

A team nenber passes it to himas he continues to the hoop.
Al ex stands as the only man on defense. Hi s eyes on Treyvon.

Treyvon crosses the ball behind his back trying to get
around Al ex. Alex reads the nove and stays in front.

Treyvon then does a step-back m d-range shot. Not the
prettiest shot but it goes in. Al ex not expecting it.

Treyvon runs back on defense with a celebratory armrai se.
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Al ex in-bounds the ball to his teammate. Hi s teanmmuate
i mredi ately passes it back, forcing himto play point guard.

He wal ks the ball up to the top of the key. Treyvon in an
over - exagger ated defensive stance. Still guarding |oosely.

TREYVON
C non. Let nme see what you got! |
wanna see sonthin’'!

Al ex scans the court. H s eyes on his teammate, TERRENCE
(TREE) AKONI JR. (18). A tower of a kid wearing goggles. He
fights for position under the basket.

Tree’'s eyes neet with Alex. He nods his head then runs up
besi de Treyvon, setting a screen.

Alex utilizes it and runs around closer to the basket. Tree
Al so runs to the basket.

A defender fromthe corner closes in on Al ex who fakes a
pass to Tree then tosses the ball over his shoulder to his
teammat e who stands open in the corner.

The teanmate, with all the tinme in the world, perforns a
beauti ful shot stroke. The ball floats through the air but
hits the rimand bounces out.

Tree then out junps everyone and grabs the rebound. Wth his
back to the basket, he spins and perforns a hook shot.

SW SH.
Squad t hree squabbl e anbngst thensel ves.

TREYVON
Damm man! Y all niggas gotta cal
that screen for ne!

Al ex runs back on defense. He trades nods with Tree and
gives a thunb up to the teammate who m ssed the shot. He
then gl ances over to THREE MEN in suits who stand at the
door way.

One of them being GEORGE THOWPSON (48), a big guy with a
fierce face. Hs eyes neet with Alex briefly as he tal ks
Wi th his conpany.

Alex tries to put focus back on the game but is stil
di stracted by them The nen wal k away.
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TEAMVATE(O. S.)
Hey!

Al ex snaps back into the ganme. Too |l ate. Treyvon dri bbles
past hi mand nmakes an easy | ayup.

Al ex’s teanmates fuss at him The whistle bl ows.
| NT. LOCKER ROOMS- EVENI NG
Pl ayers finish packing their stuff and head out.

Al ex puts his sweatshirt on and checks his phone. He cracks
a smle.

TREE(O. S.)
Hey bro, good ganme out there.
i ke the way you pl ay.

Al ex | ooks up. Tree towers over himwearing thick frane
gl asses. A Nigerian accent.

TREE
| m Terrence by the way. My
teanmates call ne Tree.

ALEX
Al ex.

They shake hands.

TREE
It’s rare to find players |like you.

ALEX
Thanks man. Sane to you.

Tree’ s phone rings.

TREE
Damm, | got to go. Good luck to you
man. Hopefully I'Il see you on the

court. Happy Thanksgi vi ng.

ALEX
You too. Happy thanksgi vi ng.

Tree wal ks out. Alex walks up to a large calendar. It shows
t he Novenber tryout schedule. G oups A B, C, are crossed
out. Goups D, and E are left.



| NT. BUS- SOUTH SI DE- NI GHT

Al ex sl eeps on a near-enpty bus.

BUS DRI VER
Hey, Kid.
The bus stops. Al ex wakes up and | ooks outside then to the
BUS DRI VER (60s). Tinme still putting Iines on his face.
ALEX
You don’t have to-
BUS DRI VER
Yeah, yeah, | know. | don’t have to

do this. Let’s just say |I’mnot too
eager to get back to old
bal | - and- chai n.

Alex smles and exits.
EXT. FRED S HOUSE- SOQUTH S| DE- NI GHT

The bus roars away fromhim Al ex walks up to a row honme. He
knocks on the door.

Not hi ng.
He checks his phone then tries for the door. It opens.
| NT. FRED S HOUSE

Al ex wal ks past the living roomin which FRED S LI TTLE

BROTHER (9) sl eeps. The TV plays cartoons with the room
being a conpl ete dunp. Alex grinmaces fromthe snell and
heads up the stairs.

UPSTAI RS

A HEAVY BASS resonates froma door down the hall. A large
keep out sign nailed to it.

Al ex opens the door and is greeted wth heavy netal on nmax
vol ume.

Black walls with video gane posters positioned every which
way.

FREDRI CK DUGEA NS (17) sits at his conmputer. A scrawny kid

with gl asses and a backward snapback. He turns the nusic
down.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

FRED
(obnoxi ous nerd voi ce)
| don’t appreciate tardi ness mster
Si nmons.

Alex smles and junps on the bed.

FRED
(obnoxi ous nerd voi ce)
This report is due in T-m nus
twel ve hours and we haven't even
pi cked a fucking topic.

Al ex bell ows a sigh.

ALEX
Can you put on sonething el se?

Fred stares at Al ex, unamused. He changes the song to a
cheesy pop hit. Al ex shakes his head unanused.

Now a country song. Al ex shrugs indifferently. Fred turns
t he nusi c down.

FRED
So how did tryouts go? You maeke the
t eant?

ALEX

Ehh. | don’t think so. There were
so many kids and not that many open
spots. And that was just one group

FRED
Vell, you didn’t rmake it freshman
year and you didn’'t even try the
| ast two years. Did you get better?

Al ex thinks on it. Shakes his head.

FRED
Even if you did make it, where
woul d you go with it? There are so
many kids that want to go NBA.

ALEX
| never said | wanted to go NBA. A
schol arshi p woul d be nice.

FRED
C nmon man. You know once you pl ay
for a D1 school, that’s your life.
There’s no tinme to conmt to school
or anything el se.
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ALEX
Way are we even tal ki ng about this?
| nost likely didn’t nmake the team
Let’s just grind this shit out.

Fred throws a notebook to Al ex. Al ex puzzl ed.

FRED
Fi bi nachi’s nunber is our topic. Do
some research

ALEX
How | ongs the report have to be?

FRED
You don’t wanna know.

| NT. ST. BENEDI CT" S ACADEMY- CLASSROOM DAY

Alex and Fred stand in front of the classroomgiving a
power - poi nt presentation, both dressed in school uniform
Fromthe projector is a picture of Mchael Jordan
acconmpani ed wi th numerous stats.

ALEX
And that’s pretty nuch how M chael
Jordan created an age of selfish

pl ay.
The students in class all sit apathetic. Sone on their
phones and ot hers chat.
The teacher, MR BELMONT (40s), fat and bal di ng, stands up.

VR. BELMONT
VWl | done guys. Any questions? |f
not then the bell should ring any

second.
STUDENT

Didn't he win six chanpionshi ps?
ALEX

Well... yeah...

The bel |l RINGS.
Al'l the students rush out of class. Fred grabs his bag.

FRED
Yo, you commn’ over |ater?

Al ex grabs his bag.
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ALEX
No. | got stuff | gotta do at hone.

FRED
Al right then, see ya.

Fred exits. Al ex about to head out.

VR. BELMONT
Hey, Al ex.

Al ex stops at the door.

VR. BELMONT
You start applying to any school s?

ALEX
Uh, yeah. I'mrea
Nort hwestern. | |i
program

oki ng at

y lo
e their math

I

k
MR, BELMONT

That’s a tough school to get into.

| know you have the grades but your
SAT. How was that?

ALEX
Ehh. eighteen-hundred. I'll get a
two thousand next tine.

VR. BELMONT
Pl ease be diligent. You can do it.
| f you need hel p with anything,
just let me know.

ALEX
Ckay, | will. Thank you.

Al ex wal ks out.
| NT. ST. BENEDI CT' S ACADEMY- HALLWAY- DAY

Al ex heads down the hall to the exit. He stops just before
the exit and | ooks | eft down a perpendicul ar hall

At the end of it is a bulletin board titled: ATHLETICS

Al ex stares at it then conti nues out.



I NT. ALEX S HOUSE- NI GHT

Al ex washes dishes in a tiny kitchen. His LITTLE SI STER(8)
eats while watching TV.

LI TTLE SI STER
Can we play basketball tonorrow?

ALEX
Can’t. |’ m busy.

LI TTLE SI STER
But it’s gonna be Friday.

ALEX
|"ve got a ot of work, alright.
Next time.

LI TTLE SI STER
But we don’t play anynore.

Al ex hol ds back frustration.
ALEX
Alright then. We'll play tonorrow
after school. A right?

LI TTLE SI STER
You prom se?

ALEX
Prom se.

LI TTLE SI STER
| still don’t trust you.

A stern face stri kes Al ex.

LI TTLE SI STER
When’ s nom com ng hone?

Al ex slightly struck by the question.

ALEX
She shoul d be hone Sunday.

LITTLE SI STER
| s she okay?

ALEX
She’s fine. Just finish your food
and go to bed.

Al ex finishes cleaning the |ast dish.
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ALEX
And cl ean your plate and turn off
the TV when you’' re done.
Al ex wal ks out.

LI TTLE SISTER (O.S.)
Don’t forget!

I NT. ALEX S ROOM

Al ex places his phone on his desk and junps face first on
his bed. Wthin seconds he s passed out.

Hi s phone buzzes on the desk.
| NT. ALEX S ROOMV MORNI NG
Sun rays illum nate the room Alex junps up, eyes peel open.

He grabs his bag and picks up his phone. H's face puzzl ed.
Can’t believe what he’s reading.

ALEX
Shit.

| NT. ST. BENEDI CT" S ACADEMY- HALLWAY- DAY

Al ex and Fred wal k down the hallway. Students fill the hall

FRED

You nervous?
ALEX

Never .
FRED

Pr epar ed?
ALEX

O course not.

FRED
Ni ce.

They reach the gymasi um doors.
FRED
|’d love to watch you fail but |
got a shit-ton of honework. Peace.

Al ex nods himoff and enters the gymasi um



11.

| NT. ST. BENEDI CT" S ACADEMY- GYMNASI UM

Sevent een boys sit on the bench tal ki ng anongst each ot her--
all still inuniform Tree sits at the end and sees Al ex. He

nods hi m over.
Al ex sits beside Tree.

TREE
G ad to see you nade it.

ALEX
|"mactually surprised |I'’m here
right now.

TREE
Wy ?

ALEX
Means there’s three point-guards on
the team

Al ex 1 ooks to his left. All the way on the other end of the
bench is Treyvon. Louder than the others.

TREE
Coach may have a plan. Hs son
wasn’t playing that nmuch | ast year.
| heard sone school was going to
drop hi m because of his limted
m nut es.

Al ex | ooks at him surprised.

ALEX
You know what school ?

TREE
No.

TREYVON
Are we ready to fuck shit up this
year!!
Everyone | aughs.

Ceorge Thonpson wal ks in. The gymnow silent. H s footsteps
echo throughout. All attention on him

He stands in front of the team Eyes each of them
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GEORGE
Li ne up against the wall.

An eerie calmess to his voice. The teaminmmedi ately |ines
up against the wall-- everyone still in the school’s
uni form

GEORGE
Sui ci des. (0.

Al'l seventeen boys sprint with ferocity down the court with
t hunder ous f oot st eps.

GEORGE
If you can’t run for thirty-five
m nutes, then how can | expect you
to do it for an actual gane.

Everyone runs hard. Hi s voice |ouder than it should be.

GEORGE
Fi ve years ago, this school was the
nunber one ranked hi gh school
basketball teamin the nation.
Actually, if you |look up you can
see every year we won a
chanpi onshi p.

He nonchal antly points up towards one of the banners.

GEORGE
| know sonme of you cone from broken
honmes. Parents getting a divorce.
Fam |y nmenber dying and ot her
stuff. And | know that sone of you
come fromwealthy well-to-do hones.
Daddy probably just bought you a
car. The location of this schoo
warrants that. What I'mtrying to
say is that each of you has sone
sort of notivation to be here.
Moti vation that has successfully
gotten you to this particul ar
nonent in tine.

Everyone beginning to sweat. The overall pace nuch sl ower.

GEORGE
| know everyone is proud to be on
this teamand I’ m proud for you
But I'’m going to show you what rea
notivation is.
(a beat)

( MORE)
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GECRCE (cont’ d)
There are seventeen kids in this
gym | want a twelve-nman roster.

Heads turn toward Ceorge.

GEORGE
| want the nen on this team and
only the nen on this teamto
report back here tonorrow at seven

a.m sharp. I'lIl leave it up to you
to figure out who those twelve wll
be. I"msure you guys can do it.

Il see you tonorrow.

The boys run drenched in sweat. A few of them | agging
behi nd.

George wal ks out. They all continue to run know ng what w ||
happen.

TEAMVATE
| hope you all know how this is
gonna be deci ded!

No one dares stop running. Al ex keeping pace next to Tree
who doesn’t seemto break a sweat.

ALEX
He do this every year?

TREE
Ki nda. Last year was a race to the
port in snow. That was bad.

ALEX
Shit. | don't think I can | ast nuch
| onger.

TREE

Just hold out a little |onger.
Tree points to three kids |aggi ng behind. One gives up.
| NT. ST. BENEDI CT' S ACADEMY- GYMNASI UM LATER
The cl ock reads 3:28

The echoing footsteps still boomthrough the gymasi um The
overall pace is much slower but the hustle still intense.

Five kids are noticeably behind. Two kids give up. Another
col | apses.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 14.

Al ex losing steamfast. C othes soaked in sweat. He
and Treyvon at the sanme pace.

Their faces scream agony as they push through.

Alex at his |imt pushes through but suddenly takes a
m sstep and falls to the ground.

Everyone else in the gymimedi ately stops and col | apses on
the floor. Relief across the room

Al ex lays face first on the ground. Breathing hard.
Tree wal ks beside Al ex. Unsure what to say.

TREYVON
Li ke ny nomma al ways said, if you
bel i eve you deserve sonething then
get it. Mich respect.

Al ex | ooks at Treyvon then to everyone in the gym They
slowy recover thenselves and | eave. Tree anong them

ALEX
| guess so, huh?

Al ex lays on his back. Finding it funny.
| NT. COURT ROOW DAY
Alex sits at the end of a wooden bench.

JUDGE (O S.)
At this time, would the prosecution
like to call a witness to the
st and?

ATTORNEY (O S.)
Yes your honor. W would like to
call Al ex Simmons.

Al ex slowly nakes his way up to the BAILIFF. Alex raises a
hand and swears the truth.

The JUDGE (60) sits atop her throne. She | ooks and pl ays the
part.

The prosecuting ATTORNEY stands up next to George who stares
hard at Alex. Alex sits on the stand deadpan.

ATTORNEY

You initially didn’t nake the team
Is that correct?
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ALEX
Yes that’'s correct.

ATTORNEY
Were the parents of the other
pl ayers upset that their sons were
cut fromthe teanf

ALEX
| don’t know.

ATTORNEY
How did the school handle it?
Seeing that it is an unorthodox way
to handl e a hi gh school basket bal
t eam

ALEX
My teanmate said the coach did
sonething like this every year.
There was no uproar fromthe
parents-- or at least that | heard
of . | guess it was understood that
that’s just what happens.

JUDGE
And by teanmate, you are referring
to M. Terrence Akoni Junior?

ALEX
Uh, yes. And no it’s not
unort hodox.

ATTORNEY
Excuse ne?

ALEX
It’s not out of the ordinary for a
hi gh school basketball teamto be
handl ed Ii ke this, or any other
sports teamat a school |ike this.

The Attorney pauses, caught off guard by the renark.
George’ s team of | awers whi sper anongst thensel ves.

The sane goes for the defendant party: A LAWER who sits
besi de DESHAWN MARCUS (28), a rough | ooking kid
whose piercing look is directed at Al ex.

ATTORNEY
M. Simmons, before we get to the
main suit and we’ll get to that,

can you pl ease el aborate on how
life at home was for you?



16.

| NT. BUS- SOUTH SI DE- NI GHT

Al ex sleeps on a bus. H's eyes slowy open as The bus cones
to a stop. Qutside is the CITY HOSPI TAL.

| NT. HOSPI TAL- CORRI DOR

Al ex wal ks past nurses and doctors towards a room at the end
of the hall.

| NT. HOSPI TAL- PATI ENT ROOM
Alex enters to see his nother, DEBORAH SI MMONS (46), |aying

in a hospital bed watching a tiny wall nmounted TV. Thin and
frail.

DEBORAH

Hey baby. How was school ?
ALEX

It was good.
DEBORAH

Do ne a favor and open the

curtains.

Al ex wal ks over to the wi ndows and opens the curtains. A
beautiful view of the city. Al ex stares out.

DEBORAH
The nurses here never open themin
the norning. They treat ne like |I'm
a vanpire or sonthin’

ALEX
How was it? You feel alright?

DEBORAH
Yeah. Just a little weak. How the
col | ege applications goi ng?

ALEX
They’ re goi ng.

DEBORAH
What’ s that supposed to nmean boy?
You get in any?

ALEX
Yeah. Harvard busi ness.
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DEBORAH
Boy, stop playing. | w sh.

A silence. DOCTOR NI TZE wal ks in with papers. Tal
with thick glasses.

DR N TZE
Oh, hello. You nust be Alex. |I'm
Dr. Nitze.
They shake hands.
DR N TZE

As you know, the chenp is working
better than expected. And |I’'m

pl eased to say that we are now in
rem ssion

Al ex stares. Not know ng how to respond.

ALEX
That’s... that’s great.

DR N TZE
That’ s nore than great. Your nother
is already scheduled to return hone
by tonorrow.

DEBORAH
Oh, thank the lord. Gve ne a hug
baby.

Al ex gives his nmoma hug. Tears roll down her face.

DR N TZE
There’s just one thing. The
i nsurance plan you re under. It
t ook care of everything except the
medi cation that we need you to
conti nue taking.

Debor ah conf used.

DR N TZE
| bring this up because this
medi cation is rather expensive and
you will have to take this on a
weekl y- -

DEBORAH
What do you nmean? |’ m not covered?

17.

Ger nan
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DR NI TZE
Yes, for the medication. | have the
papers here if you want to read
t hem

DEBORAH
No, no. | should be covered. This
isn't right.

DR N TZE
It could be a mistake. | suggest
giving thema call

DEBORAH
I will.

DR N TZE

Look, don’t worry about that, today
is a good day. Not many peopl e get
to this stage. If your insurance
won’t work with you then the
hospital can. W have a plan that
can fit a variety of needs.

DEBORAH
Ck, thank you, doctor. God bl ess
you.

DR N TZE

No problem If there’s anything

el se, you have ny nunber. It was
nice neeting you M. Sinmons. Have
a good ni ght.

ALEX
You too. Have a good night.

The doctor | eaves.

DEBORAH
Can you believe that? Dam
I nsurance conpani es are crooks. Al
that noney | pay a nonth.

ALEX
Don’t worry about that. Today' s a
good day.

DEBORAH

You' re right about that baby.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 19.

ALEX
How are you getting hone tonorrow?
You don’t | ook well enough--

DEBORAH
Don’t worry about me. Just focus on
getting into a good school. |I’'m

sure they have a van to take ne
honme and hel p ne settle in

ALEX
Alright then. I'll see you
t onor r ow.

DEBORAH
Al right then. Have a good ni ght
baby. | | ove you.

ALEX
Love you too.

They share a | ong hug. Alex |eaves.
| NT. ST. BENEDI CT' S ACADEMY- CLASSROOM

Alex sits with his head on the desk in the back of the room
The classroomis filled with kids tal ki ng anongst
t hensel ves. The teacher sits at his desk on the phone.

A G@RL in front chats with her friends. Al ex scans the room
until his stoic eyes neet hers. He apathetically stares as
she quickly | ooks away. She says sonething to her FRI ENDS
and they all ook at Al ex and giggle.

PA (V.QO)
Al ex Si mmons, please report to the
main office after the bell. Al ex

Si mons, pl ease report to the main
office after the bell.

Al ex stays notionless on his desk. The girls continue to
gi ggl e.

The bell rings.
| NT. ST. BENEDI CT' S ACADEMY- OFFI CE

Alex sits in front of a npdest desk. Assistant coach Tom
sits on the other side.

ASST. COACH TOM
We called you in here to see if
you're still interested in joining
the teamfor this upcom ng season
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20.

Al ex conf used.

Al ex conpl

Assi st ant

ALEX
Wy ne?

ASST. CQOACH TOM
W felt we needed an extra point
guard for this upcom ng season and
we deci ded that you were the best
opti on.

etely bew | der ed.

ASST. COACH TOM
So do you accept?

ALEX
Sure, yeah sure. | accept.

ASST. COACH TOM
Great. I'’mjust going to need you
to get these signed by you and your
parents. |’'m al so gonna need a copy

of your physical before we can
dress you up.

coach Tom hands him a fol der of papers.

ASST. COACH TOM
Cet that to ne as soon as possible
and we' || go fromthere.

ALEX
Ckay. Um .. why ne though?

Tom conf used.

Tom si ghs.

ALEX
It’s just that there are now three
poi nt-guards on the team Um.

ASST. COACH TOM
Look, the coach wanted a third
backup and to tell you the truth,
don’t think you' Il see the floor
much. Just show up to practi ce,
dress up for ganes, and maybe you
can close. That’s ny honest
opi ni on.

Al ex's face shows a realization
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21.

ASST. CQOACH TOM
The coach personally wanted you if
t hat makes you feel any better.
Don’t worry just get ne those

papers and we' Il go fromthere,
alright?

ALEX
Ckay.

ASST. COACH TOM
Al right then. See you in practice.

Al ex exits.

I NT. FRED

ALEX sits
t ext book.

S HOUSE

agai nst the bed on the floor reading a | arge
FRED

And that’s all he said?

ALEX
Pretty nuch.

FRED
What a fucking bitch

ALEX
(shrugs)

Al ex flips through the pages.

FRED
It’s still pretty dope that you
made the team Wen’'s the first
ganme?

ALEX
Umm .. Decenber first.

FRED
That’s this Friday. And who are you
pl ayi ng?

ALEX

M | | brook hi gh school .

Fred types on his keyboard. Reads off his conputer nonitor.
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FRED
They’ re not even ranked.
ALEX
Yeah, | know 1’1l make sure the

bench is nice and warm

FRED
Don’t you see? This is your chance.
Once you guys are up by forty, the
coach woul d probably put you in to
see what you can do.

ALEX
Vell, | would agree with you if it
wasn’'t for fact that there are
t hree desi gnated poi nt-guards on
this team Though | hate to say it,
Treyvon is good enough to cl ose

ganes.
FRED

What ever happened to thinking

positive?

Al ex checks his phone.

ALEX
(nmore to hinself)
Ah shit.
FRED

Oh yeah. How s your nonf

ALEX
(points to phone)
Fi ne apparently. | gotta go.

Al ex grabs his bag.

FRED
Don’t forget that central limt
t heorens on the test.

ALEX
| won't.

22.
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I NT. ALEX S HOUSE- LI VI NG ROOM NI GHT

Alex enters the door. Hs little sister sits on the couch
wat ching tv. He passes her into...

Kl TCHEN

Nobody.

He wal ks back into...
LI VI NG ROOM

ALEX
VWhere's nonf?

Hs little sister doesn’t even ook at him Alex realizes.

ALEX
Look, I’'m sorry about today. W'l
pl ay tonorrow.

She continues to ignore him

ALEX
Look, I'Il even... buy you that
dol | or whatever.

Her attention now captured.

LI TTLE SI STER
You prom se?

ALEX
Yes, now tell ne where she is.

LI TTLE SI STER
You're a liar.

Al ex annoyed.

ALEX
Al right then, forget it.

LI TTLE SI STER
Vait! Wait! She went to aunt
Sherry’s house.
Al ex thinks on it.

LI TTLE SI STER
So t omorrow?
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ALEX
Sure. But for being annoying, you
have to vacuum

LI TTLE SI STER
No fair! You prom sed!

Al ex begins to stroll upstairs.

ALEX
You really don’'t want that doll do
you.

LI TTLE SI STER
Ugh! Ckay fine. You better keep
your promise this tinme.

Al ex already upstairs.
I NT. ALEX S ROOM

Alex sits at his desk. His conmputer screen illum nates the
room He places a statistics textbook on the desk and opens
it. He begins reading, sighs, then types on his conputer.

On nmonitor: High school basketball Rankings. He clicks on
t he nunber one ranked team ALPI NE HI LLS ACADEM.

A qui ck highlight video of the school pops up. Their black
and red col ors nenaci ng.

Al ex then searches M| I brook Hi gh school. He clicks on a
video. H's eyes now glued to it, studying every player.

He pulls out a pen and begi ns scribing. He pauses the video
on a certain player. A snmall point guard nane TEVAN XAVI ER
He pulls up Tevan’s respective stat sheet and copies info
fromit.

I NT. M LLBROOK HI GH SCHOOL- LOCKERROOM NI GHT

Al ex sits anongst the rest of the basketball team Al in
white and blue jerseys. The roomis small and worn. George
Thonpson stands at center. The cheers fromthe gymasi um
resonate through the walls.

GEORGE
You all know what this is. Nothing
new here. W play at our pace and
we run hard! | don't want the bal
still for one second. There's a
reason why you have four other
teammtes. Uilize each other and
W n.
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He scans each and every one of themthen sticks his hand
out. Everyone immedi ately rushes in. Alex on the edge trying
to reach over the nassive players.

GEORGE
Vic! Tor! Ry!

EVERYONE
CRUSADERS!

They all rush out.
| NT. M LLBROOK HI GH SCHOOL- GYMNASI UM

Woden bl eachers on both sides filled with people. A classic
aesthetic to the gym

Both teanis starters take the court. JUSTIN THOMPSON (18),
Tree, Chad, RYAN (18), and MKE (18) all ready thensel ves.

Al ex sits on the bench with the rest of the team He eyes
Tevan Xavi er who sits on the opposing teanis bench. A stoic
|l ook simlar to his own.

The REFEREE whi stles and throws the ball up. Tree remains
pl anted, letting the opposing center win the tinp.

Justin imredi ately steps in front of the receiving pl ayer
and intercepts the ball. They all sprint down the court with
Tree | eading the fast break.

Justin throws the ball toward the rim Tree junps, catches
it, and dunks the ball in over the defending center.

A WHI STLE bl ows. The Referee calls a shooting foul against
t he opposing team The OPPOSI NG COACH furi ous.

Tree steps toward the |line. The ref signals one shot. Tree
takes two dribbles and shoots. A beautiful shot stroke
coupled with a soundi ng sw sh.

The scoreboard reads; Anay 3 Home 0 with 7:56 on the clock

The opposing teanis point guard brings the ball up. He
passes to their center who Tree guards. The center tries to
nmuscle his way into the paint. He spins and tries for a

| ayup but Tree smacks the ball out of his hands.

M ke picks up the loose ball and dribbles it down court.
Justin already at the other end, waves for the ball

M ke | aunches it across court-- Justin catches it and tries

for a |ayup. Two defenders stand between himand the basket.
He fakes and dribbles around and under the basket.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 26.

He passes it to M ke who stands open at the three point
line. Mke then i medi ately passes to Chad who perforns a
junp shot fromthe corner three-point |ine.

It rattles in.

A VWH STLE. The opposing coach calls a tinmeout. The crowd now
qui eter than before.

The bench praises the team Justin Thonpson sits beside
Al ex.

JUSTI N
Can you pass ne that water?

ALEX
Yeah, sure.

Justin chugs half the water then heads over to the huddl e.
Alex sits distant. Stares at the huddl e. They break.

The gane conti nues. They dom nate.
LATER

The scoreboard reads: Away 77 Hone 28 with 1:56 on the
cl ock.

Al the starters now benched. Tal ki ng anongst thensel ves,
not paying attention to the gane.

Al ex wat ches Treyvon who plays point-guard. He brings the
ball up and showcases his ball-handling prowess. George not
liking it one bit.

Treyvon fakes |left then crosses over right. H s defender
reads the nove and stays in front, glued to him Treyvon
does a step back fade away shot. It air-balls. The other
t eam rebounds. They run a fast break and score.

The buzzer sounds signaling the end of the gane. The teans
line up and give fives. Alex’'s eyes on Tevan Xavier as he
exits.

| NT. TEAM BUS- NI GHT
The team enters the rather upscale bus. They all happily

converse and joke wth each other. George enters last. H's
face stern, sonething off.

GEORGE
|’ m gl ad you guys enjoyed t hat
gane. No really, | am Especially

you Treyvon.
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The bus a little quieter.

TREYVON
C non coach. W destroyed

GEORGE
Vell with sixteen turnovers, you
contributing six of them 1’d be
surprised you didn't win by |ess.

em

CGeorge takes a seat in the front. Assistant coach Tomenters
and takes a seat up front.

JUSTI N
(to Treyvon)
Don't worry about it. He gets like
that. Let’s just keep w nning.

Justin’ s voice nore audi ble than he thinks. George stands
up, pissed.

GEORGE
You want to say that again boy?

JUSTI N
It was not hing.

CGeorge wal ks up to Justin. Standing over his seat. The whol e
bus silent.

GEORGE
No, | don’'t think that was not hing.
You definitely said sonething.

A beat .
JUSTI N
Look, we won alright. Just let us
enjoy it.
GEORGE

So you think you a man now? In
front of all these boys? C non,
show ne t hen

JUSTI N
What the fuck you want ne to say?
Damm.

Ceorge snaps. Grabs Justin by his sweatshirt and violently
lifts himto his face. His fist clenched.

Assi stant coach Tom stands up but hesitates. Everyone
stares. A long nonent.
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Ceorge rel eases himthen heads back to his seat. Silent.

| NT. COURT ROOM DAY

Alex still sits behind the stand. The defense Lawyer paces
in front of him
LAWYER
So donmestic abuse?
ALEX
Well, I don't know.
LAWER

And did M. Thonpson use this kind
of aggression on anyone el se on the
team Say, for instance, Treyvon
Mar cus?

Attorney whi spers sonething in George’'s Ear. Al ex notices.

ALEX
Not hi ng t hat any ot her coach
woul dn’ t do.

LAWYER
And what is that supposed to nean?

ALEX
He nmade himrun. He nade us al
run. And that’'s when | first
noti ced.

EXT. FOOTBALL FI ELD- EARLY MORNI NG

The entire teamjogs around the m sty track. Treyvon runs up
and down the bl eachers, drenched in sweat.

Al ex jogs around the track next to Tree. Al ex keeps pace
with Tree but with considerably nore effort.

TREE
And that’s when | noved here. |
started playing in eighth grade.

ALEX
Ei ght grade? really? That’s |ike
four years ago. \Wat schools are
| ooki ng at you?

TREE
A coupl e D2. Nothing big. Wat I
want is a full scholarship-- to

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 29.

TREE (cont’ d)
John Hopkins preferably. Becone a
sur geon.

Al ex supri sed.

ALEX

You don’t want to play basketball?
TREE

| nmean, | wouldn’t mnd being a

mllionaire baller. Then maybe ||
get into the rap gane. Drop a
m xt ape.

They | augh. Alex nore at the cheesi ness.

TREE
But 1’"ma realist. Two-point-three
percent chance of going pro. That’s
it. And there’s a mllion other
pl ayers out there just |like ne.
Figure the world needs nore
surgeons than ball players anyway.

Al ex thinks on it. Assistant Coach Tom bl ows a | oud whistle.
They stop joggi ng.

ALEX

Fucking finally.
TREE

You really that outta shape?
ALEX

St am na has never been ny strong

suit.

Tree laughs. Al ex | ooks over to Justin who sits on the bench
out of breath.

TREE
And you want to play on this teanf

ALEX
Starting to regret it.

TREE
Wl |, school here we cone.

ALEX
Don't rem nd ne.
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I NT. ST. BENEDI CT" S ACADEMY- CLASSROOM DAY

M. Belnont lectures in front of class. Fred sits next to a
passed out Alex. He snores lightly. M. Bel nont notices.

MR, BELMONT
And can anyone tell ne what we
woul d use in this situation?

Not one hand goes up. M. Bel nont paces. Fred slowy raises
hi s hand.

MR. BELMONT
Anyone? M. Sinmmons. \Wat woul d we
use here?

Al ex startled. Looks to Fred who whi spers himan answer.

ALEX
Un .. The definition of a
deri vati ve.

MR. BELMONT
| didn’t know we used the
definition of the derivative to
solve for logarithmc functions M.
Si nmons.

Some students giggle. Alex | ooks at Fred who returns a
shrug.

VR. BELMONT
And | thought you would know better
M. Duggins. Since you like to
offer false information.

The BELL RINGS. Students begin to exit.

MR. BELMONT
We woul d use the fourth rule on
your | og sheets. Don't forget
mdterns are just around the
corner. So Study.

Al ex gets up to wal k out.

VR. BELMONT
Hey, Alex. | see you're on the
basketball team | was at Friday’s

gane.
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ALEX
Yeah, | sonehow made the team
doubt 1’1l play though.

MR. BELMONT

Wl |, who knows. Maybe you can
swi tch career paths toward the NBA.

Al ex | aughs.
VR. BELMONT

So how did the early application to
Nort hwest ern go?

ALEX
They put nme on a waiting list. |I'm
starting to realize that even if
| was able to get in, | couldn’t
afford to go. I'’mnow | ooki ng at
nore realistic schools like WIIiam
Penn College. |I figure | get nore
noney.

MR. BELMONT

Al ex, don’'t let the noney decide
your choice. There’' s al ways
financial aid so worry about that
| ater. The education for good job
opportunity is inportant.

ALEX
Yeah, | guess financial aid would
hel p. But then I'd still have to

pay those | oans back. Right?

VR. BELMONT
That’s why going to a good schoo
to pursue a good career is
important. And did you hear what |
just said? Don’t worry about the
noney. Focus on getting that SAT
score up and nore inportantly, on
the m dtermcom ng up

ALEX
kay. | will.
MR, BELMONT
Oh, and | highly recommend taking

t he ACT.

Al ex nods and heads to the door.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 32.

VR. BELMONT
Do you like basketball? Like, are
you good at it?

Alex thrown off by the question.

ALEX
Unh, yeah, 1'd like to think so.

MR, BELMONT
Is that a yeah to liking it or
bei ng good at it?

ALEX
Un .. both. | think.

M. Bel nont stares at Al ex.

MR, BELMONT
Go to lunch Alex. I'll see you
t onor r ow.

| NT. ST. BENEDI CT" S ACADEMY- GYMNASI UM EVENI NG
Thunder ous footsteps echo throughout as the team runs

sui ci des. Everyone drenched in sweat. Ceorge blows a
whi stl e. Everyone conmes to a screeching halt.

GEORGE
Did I tell you to stop M. Marcus?
C non, ten | aps around the court.

TREYVON
You gotta be kidding ne man.

GEORGE
You wanna conpl ain! Then nake t hat
thirty laps. And you can join the
rest of the teamw th anot her set
of suici des.

The whole teamfrustrated toward Treyvon

TREYVON
Damm dog! That’'s not fair!

CHAD
Dude, shut the fuck UP!

GEORGE
No, no. He wants to give ne talk
then 1'Il give himlaps. And the
teamw || neet tonorrow norning for

anot her early run. Six AM Sharp.
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Everyone furious at Treyvon who begins his |aps.

GEORGE
Al right then, settle down.
(a beat)
What’ s the purpose of this gane we
pl ay? The end goal ?

George | ooks for an answer. Everyone confused.

TREE
To wi n coach

GEORGE
Correct. It is to win. And how do
we achi eve such a thing?

CHAD
By getting the basketball in the
basket bal | hoop.

Some chuckl es.

GEORGE
Precisely. W have to get the
basketball in the basketball hoop
using the rules and regul ati ons of
t he NCAA-- the high school
st andar d.

Ceor ge begins to pace.

GEORGE
So, we’ve reached our concl usi on,
right?

Sone nods.

JUSTI N
No. Def ense.

CGeorge eyes Justin.

JUSTI N
Def ense is an integral piece that
nmust be instilled into the m nds
and performance of every player in
order to maintain flow, pace, and
integrity of a gane.

Pl ayers awkwardly | ook to Justin who stands robotic.
George’ s paci ng stops.
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GEORGE
Hmm .. Quite so, quite so. A good
defense can allow a teamto
dom nate even if they scored forty.
A great defense can tw st the plans
of even the greatest coaches. A
perfect defense can instill fear
into the mnd of your opponent.

A beat.

GEORGE
A defense all ows an opponent to be
nol ded and you are the scul ptor.

Everyone sil ent.

GEORGE _
"1l see you here tonorrow six am
shar p.

CGeorge wal ks away. The tension breaks.
EXT. ALEX S HOUSE- NI GHT

Alex carries two heavy trash bags and places themin the
can.

Down the street is a group of rough |ooking nmen who talk
anongst each other. Their eyes neet with Al ex’s.

MAN #1
Fuck you | ooking at niggal?

Al ex grabs mail out the mail box then wal ks in the house
unaf fected by the threat.

MAN #1
That’'s what | thought bitch!

MAN #2

(1 aughs)
You always startin’ shit nigga.

| NT. ALEX' S HOUSE
Alex’s nomsits at the kitchen table drinking tea.
DEBORAH
| want you to clean the bat hroom

t hen wash the di shes before you go
to bed.
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ALEX
| gotta go finish a project at
Fred' s house.

DEBORAH
That’s why | said before you go to
bed. You can cone back and do it.

ALEX
Can’t ny sister do it?
DEBORAH
Dammit boy, | don’t want to hear

anything el se outta you. Just do
it.

A frustrating sigh from Al ex. He places the mail on the
ki tchen table.

ALEX
What’ s going on with the insurance?
Can we pay for the pills?

DEBORAH
Don’t worry about that Alex. 1’1
handle it.

ALEX
But what did the insurance conpany
say-

DEBORAH
Don’t worry about it!

She sips her tea and cal ns hersel f.
DEBORAH
Don't worry about it, alright. |
got enough on ny mnd so just don’'t
worry about it.

ALEX
Al right.

Al ex grabs his bag and wal ks out.
| NT. FRED S HOUSE

On conputer nonitor: Alpine Hlls Acadeny players performa
spectacul ar al | ey-oop.

Fred sits at his desk and narvels at the teanis vi deo.
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Al ex | ays

36.

FRED
Holy shit. This is the nunber one
ranked tean? They could all go pro.

COMMVENTATOR (V. Q)
(through nonitor)
This teamis just unbelievable. The
Xi no brothers paving the way for
anot her perfect season. These boys
are the pinnacle of high school
basketbal | elite.

on the bed flipping through a | arge textbook.

COWMENTATOR (V. Q)
(through nonitor)
Here we have the el dest of the
three, Darcy Xi no. How have you
been able to performat such a high
| evel with unparalleled
consi stency?

DARCY XI MO (V.Q.)
(through nonitor)
Well, It’s always been ny dream -
well, ne and ny brothers dreamto
go to the NBA. Al these years of
hard work are paying off.

COMMENTATOR (V. Q)
(through nonitor)
What school do you think you'l
choose?

DARCY XIMO (V. Q)
(t hrough nonitor)
| already have an idea on where |

want to go so I’'ll be announcing it
next nonth. Don’t want to give it
all away.

COVMENTATOR (V. Q)
(t hrough nonitor)
Can you give us a hint?

Darcy Xinp gives a zipping gesture over his nouth.

COMMENTATOR (V. Q)
(through nonitor)
VWll there you have it. The Xi np
bros on their way to | ead the
nunber one ranked Al pine Hil
Mat adors to their fourth state
title.
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The vi deo ends.

FRED
Damm. It’'s |i ke he knows he’s gonna
be a multi-mllionaire.

ALEX

Cause he is. Wuldn't be surprised
if NBA teans are calling him

up now. Probably since mddle
school. Let’s get back to work.

Fred | ooks at Darcy Xinp's stat sheet.

FRED
He’ s fucking six-nine two hundred
forty pounds. Jesus fuck! Ever
heard of football?

ALEX
Wait till you see his brother.
Actual ly, can you | ook at our
schedul e and see who we play next?

A coupl e clicks.
FRED

Sai nt Charl es Beroneo. They are
al so undef eat ed.

ALEX
Rank?
FRED
El eventh in the nation.
ALEX
That’ s a big school .
FRED
So you think the bench’ || be warm

enough for this one?
Al ex sm | es.

ALEX

Fuck this shit.
(tosses book asi de)

Let’s get the stats for this team
| created this excel sheet that
gives ne the probabilities of how
pl ayers will performand the
choices they're likely to nake.
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Al ex wal ks up behind Fred.

FRED
What ? Real | y?

ALEX
Check your drop box.

Fred opens the stat sheet.

FRED
You did this shit yourself?

ALEX
Had a lot of help fromthe cyber
webs. That’'s just for one player
t 00.

Fred’s face conpletely amazed.

FRED
That’ s fucking scary.
ALEX
What ?
FRED

Did you not check how this kid
actual ly perforned?

ALEX
No. Didn't really have tine.

FRED
Your sheet says he woul d shoot
twenty-three percent from
m d-range. He shot twenty-two.

ALEX
Ckay, so that’s one stat.

FRED
Twenty percent fromthree and he
shot ni neteen. Seven assists and he
got five.

ALEX
That is scary.

FRED
Al'l the stats that the sheet
predi cted were over. Shit. This
coul d be sonet hi ng.
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ALEX
kay so we need every stat for each
pl ayer next gane.

They both snap to worKk.
| NT. ST. BENEDI CT" S ACADEMY- CAFETERI A- DAY

Al ex, Fred and Tree all sit at a table with lunches in
front. Tree chows down on a |arge sandw ch while | ooking at
a |laptop. Three nore sandwi ches on his tray.

Al ex and Fred eagerly await his response.

ALEX
So what do you think?

TREE
Hmm .. send ne this.

FRED
As you see, if your guy takes three
dri bbl es, he shoots. |If he takes
two, then he drives to the rim

ALEX
And that’s just one player. W have
the rhythnms to every starter
i ncludi ng the sixth guy.

TREE
"1l run it by the others but
they’ re not gonna bot her reading
all this let alone use it.

ALEX
VWhat about Justin?

TREE
JT's the one kid that mght. This
really isn’t anything new though.
They run shit |like this at higher
levels. It’s just the smart players
that inplenent it. | mean thanks
though. 1’1l definitely use it.

Tree | ooks over to the door where Chad, M ke and Justin wave
for him

TREE
| got a neeting with the team
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ALEX
Oh crap, | didn't know.

Al ex qui ckly stands.

TREE
It’s just for the starters.

Al ex stands awkwar d.

ALEX
Oh, Ckay.

He sits.
TREE
Il see you at next practice.
Don't forget to send ne that.
Tree wal ks away. Al ex grabs the |aptop and shuts it.

FRED
Starters only, huh

| NT. ST. CHARLES BEROVEO GYMNASI UM NI GHT

The gymis nmassive with a green trimand a polished oak wood
finish. Students fill the stadiumw th banners that read

LI ONS.

Alex sits on the bench frozen. The crowd roars |li ke a
collegiate gane. It feels |ike one.

George stands in the coaches box directing the team
Assi stant coach Tomdraws a play on the clipboard.

The scoreboard reads; Away 17 Home 24 with 1:19 on the clock

Justin brings the ball up court. Tree runs up to set a
screen. Justin utilizes it and breaks away fromhis
defender. He drives toward the basket and tries for a |ayup.

A massi ve center blocks his shot hard fromthe side. Justin
falls down but no whistle.

GEORGE
Are you fucking kidding ne!!

The opposing teamruns a fast break.
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GEORGE
Get back on def ensel!!

Justin springs up and sprints down the court but too |ate.
The opposing team scores. The referee whistles. Tineout by
Ceor ge.

Everyone gat hers in.

GEORGE
What the fuck is going on!? M ke,
you need to cone hard of f that
screen and cut to the corner. Chad,
what the hell are you doing
standing in the corner-- you're
shot’s cold so nove you' re goddamm
feet. Tree | need a | ot nore out of
you on defense-- they' re killing us
in the paint. And Justin | don’t
want to see the ball in your hands
for nore than two seconds.

Justin nods his head but | ooks extrenely w nded. He coughs.

GEORGE
You alright?

Justin nods but coughs even harder. George and Tomtrade
| ooks. Tom i medi ately grabs a bag and digs for sonething.

GEORGE
This ganme is far from over boys.
Everyone in.

They all put their hands together.

EVERYONE
One, two, three, Crusaders!!

The referee blows the whistle. The four take to the court
except Justin. Tom hands Justin an inhaler which he uses
secretively but continues to cough. CGeorge | ooks over to Tom
who nods his head. No good.

The referee signals for their fifth player. CGeorge | ooks at
Treyvon.

GEORGE
Treyvon, get out there!

Trevon gets up but has one of his shoes off. He struggles to

put it on. The referee gets inpatient--about to blow the
whi stle for delay of gane.
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CGeorge | ooks around to Alex who sits at the end of the
bench.

GEORGE
Alex! | need you in the gane, now!

Al ex shocked, junps up fromthe bench and enters the court.

The crowd surrounds himand endl essly cheers. Al ex seem ngly
lost init all.

The referee passes the ball to Mke who sits ready to
i nbound the ball. The referee then blows the whistle. Gane
on.

Al ex stands frozen.

GEORGE
Al ex, get open!

Al ex snaps out of his trance and gets hinself into an open
position md-court. Mke in-bounds it to him

CEORGE
Movenent guys, novenent!

Al ex dribbles the ball to the top of the key where his
defender waits for him Alex's novenent is stiff. Something
of f. The crowd cheers defense even |ouder. Al ex distracted
by it. Nervous.

Hi s defender notices his stiff dribbling and applies
pressure. Alex stops his dribble and is trapped.

GEORGE
VWhat the hell are you doing!?

Al ex | ooks for an open man. He passes it to Mke but the
ball is stolen. The opposing teamruns anot her fast break
and scores.

M KE
Dude, what the fuck are you doing!?
Shi t!
TREE
You alright nman?
ALEX
Yeah, I'mjust...uh... you know- -
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TREE
Get your head in the gane nman.
Now s not the tine.

Tree in-bounds the ball to Alex who i medi ately passes to
M ke. Mke inmedi ately passes it back to Al ex.

M KE
Dude!! What the fuck are you
doing!!? You' re at point!!

Al ex runs the ball up court. He | ooks at the massive roaring
crowd. Suddenly, he takes a clunmsy msstep and tri ps,
falling hard to the ground. The ball rolls right to his

def ender who dri bbles to the basket and scores unopposed.

The gymfills with laughter. A whistle-- George calls
timeout. Alex takes it all in. Conplete and utter
enbar rassnent .

| NT. TEAM BUS- NI GHT

Alex sits in the back staring out the wi ndow. A bandage over
his nose. The whol e bus silent. Sonme teammmates | ook at Al ex
and shake their heads.

| NT. COURT ROOM DAY
The Attorney continues to pace. Alex still on the stand.

ATTORNEY
Was this the first tinme you had
seen the inhaler?

ALEX
Yes.

ATTORNEY
Seei ng what you saw i n practi ce,
did you assune that Justin had

ast hma?

ALEX
Not really. | didn't give it nuch
t hought .

ATTORNEY

| nt er esti ng.

A beat .
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ATTORNEY
That nust of been a rough gane for
you. A rough gane for
m ster Treyvon Marcus too. | heard
he didn’t finish the gane very
strong either. Is that true?

ALEX

Yes.
ATTORNEY

What was the score to the game?
ALEX

Sixty-four to... | think,

ei ghty-seven.

ATTORNEY
And seeing that you and Treyvon
failed George in the wake of his
son’s absence, what did he do to
you?

Al ex gl ances at George’s col d eyes.
EXT. PARK- BASKETBALL COURT- NI GHT

Al ex shoots by hinmself under the bright lights of the park.
A heavy fog shrouds the park. A dark figure walks up to him
It’s Fred.

Al ex does a flashy crossover nove and shoots a
three-pointer. It msses. Fred catches the rebound and
passes it back to Alex who remains stoic. A | arge bandage
over his nose.

Al ex shoots and it goes in. Fred, again, gets the rebound
and passes the ball to Al ex.

FRED
Not nuch of a point-guard.

Al ex shoots and it goes in. A beautiful shot stroke.

FRED

But | see you can still shoot.
ALEX

Yeah, well, what does it matter

now?

Fred wal ks up to himw th the ball
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FRED
Let ne see what you got.

Fred passes himthe ball and gets into a defensive stance.
Alex reluctantly accepts the challenge. He brings the bal
| ow and does a hesitation. Fred doesn’t bite.

FRED
| don’t suggest you go left.

Al ex then dribbles with his |l eft hand and sl oWy noves
left-- his back facing Fred.

Fred noves along with him Alex then guns it toward the rim
but Fred keeps pace. Al ex then crosses the ball under his

|l egs and eyes the rimfor a shot. Fred anticipates the shot
and junps for a block but Al ex never stops the dribble and

drives to the hoop.

Fred shakes hi s head.

FRED
Tsk, tsk. Sane old tricks.

ALEX
Uhhh, | scored.

FRED
It’s not that you scored but how.

Al ex conf used.

FRED
Your back is to the rim You ve
al ways done that. What’'s the point
of a strong triple threat stance if
you never commt to it?

Fred denonstrates with the ball.

ALEX
It'’s a lot easier with teanmmntes.

FRED
Exactly. But how do you utilize
t hem when you can’'t see half the
court? Don’t get nme w ong,
one-on-one noves |ike that work but
in a gane agai nst a strong defense,
you have to be able to see
ever yt hi ng.
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ALEX
Yeah well, 1’mnot the strongest
dri bbl er.

FRED

You used to be better. What the
hel I happened?

ALEX

| don’t know... the crowd--
FRED

The crowd? Were you nervous?
ALEX

| nmean a little, | just-
FRED

Fuck man, | hate to tell you but

this is a spectator sport brah. And
if you can’t performfor the
spectators then what the fuck are
you doi ng?

Al ex can’t respond.

FRED
Way woul d you do this?

ALEX
| don’t know. You' re right.
Fucking-shit. It’s not like |I’mon
t he team anynore. Who was |
ki ddi ng?

FRED
You' re a smart player. | honestly
didn’'t see that nove comi ng. And
you' re a really good shooter. Maybe
shooting guard is a better fit.

ALEX
(sarcastic)
Oh yeah, shooting guard. O course.
Let ne just grow seven inches.

Al ex’ s phone rings.
ALEX

| have to go to the store. I’'ll see
you tonorrow.
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FRED
Prepare for the shane that awaits
you at school .

ALEX
Thanks for the rem nder.

Al ex wal ks away. Fred notices the ball on the ground.

FRED
Your bal |!

ALEX
Keep it.

EXT. QU CK MART- NI GHT

Al ex wal ks inside the bright lights of the store. A gang of
t hug | ooki ng young nen stand at the corner of the store
snoki ng and conver si ng.

I NT. QUI CK MART

Al ex makes his way to the fridge section in the back corner
of the store. He stares at the vast m |k selection. A poster
of an NBA point guard is plastered on one of the gl ass
doors.

The CLERK (40s) suspiciously eyes Alex from behind his
newspaper. Al ex nmakes his way to the front. H s phone
buzzes.

Al ex places the mlk on the counter and pulls out his
wal | et .

CLERK
five-eighty.

Al ex hands hima five-dollar bill. The clerk not inpressed.

CLERK
five-eighty.

ALEX
Oh. It was five dollars | ast week.
| think I have some change.

Al ex digs for change. The clerk inpatient. Al ex scrapes sone
change, nostly nickels.

ALEX
| think that’s eighty.
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The clerk nods his head and rings it up. Al ex nods back and
grabs the ml k.

Suddenly the three young nmen burst in with bandannas nmaski ng
their faces. They all hold guns. Thug #1 who sports a skul
T-shirt, shoves Al ex aside and points a gun in the clerks
face. Thug #2 points a gun in Alex' s face.

THUG #1
G ve me the fucking noney!

The clerk slowy grabs cash out of the register. Thug# 3
trashes the pl ace.

THUG #1
(to clerk)
So you like to talk shit to ny
little brother, huh!?

THUG #2
(to Al ex)
Yo nigga, back up this way.
Thug #2 directs Alex away fromthe counter.

THUG #2
Let ne see your wallet.

Al ex grabs his wallet. The thug snatches it. He opens it.
Enpty.

A slight smrk on Alex’s face. The thug catches it.

THUG #2
You think that shit’s funny nigga!?

He slams Alex in his bandaged nose with the butt of his gun.

THUG #2
Fucki n” broke ass ni ggas.

Alex grimaces in pain as bl ood seeps fromunder the bandage.

THUG #1
Yo, we out!!

THUG #2
You lucky | don’'t shoot yo bitch
ass. Next tine though.

They all run out. The Cerk |looks to Alex and i nmedi ately
dials 911.

LATER
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Police officers stand inside the store. TWD OFFI CERS
guestion the clerk as he explains nostly with hand notions.

A PARANMEDI C pl aces a | arge gauze over Al ex’ s nose.

PARAMEDI C
Are you sure you don’t want to head
to the hospital ? W can-

ALEX
I'mfine, I'"mfine.

PARANMEDI C
Ckay then, sign here.

Al ex signs papers. Two police officers head over.

POLI CE OFFI CER
| " mjust gonna need a statenent
fromyou. Can you give ne your ful
name?

ALEX
Al ex Si nrmons.

POLI CE OFFI CER
And can you tell nme what happened?

ALEX
Three guys canme in, robbed the
store. One guy pulled ne aside and
hit me in the face. The third guy
trashed the store.

PCLI CE OFFI CER
Were they black, Spanish, white?

ALEX
Bl ack.

PCLI CE OFFI CER
And did you recogni ze anyone of
t henf?

ALEX
No.

The officer slightly frustrated.
PCLI CE OFFI CER

Did one of them happen to wear a
skull T-shirt?
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ALEX
-1 don’t know | couldn’t see.

The second officer kneels down and pulls out a photograph.

POLI CE OFFI CER #2
Look | understand how t hi ngs go
down in this area but if we can get
a positive identification on this
kid right here right now, his
probation will be violated and he
will potentially be going away for
along tine along with his gang. Do
you recogni ze this guy?

The officer shows a nugshot of Deshawn Marcus. Al ex stares
at it for a nonent.

PCLI CE OFFI CER #2
Cnmon kid, | just need you to
identify himso we can get this guy
and his friends off the streets.

Al ex begins to shake his head.

ALEX
Sorry, | don’t recognize him

Both officers sigh.

POLI CE OFFI CER
Al right then, |’m gonna need your
street address nunber and sone
identification.

| NT. ALEX S HOUSE- NI GHT

Al ex enters with groceries. The house silent. He places the
mlk in the refrigerator and | ooks on the table. Two

envel opes-- one big and one smal |

He picks up the small envelope first. It’s from Northwestern
University. He then picks up the big envel ope which is from
W IianPenn Col | ege.

He sighs and sl owy heads upstairs.
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I NT. ST. BENEDI CT" S ACADEMY- CAFETERI A- DAY

Al ex sits alone near a wi ndow. Chatter fills the room Sone
ki ds giggle and gl ance at Al ex. Fred approaches and sits.

FRED
So how we feeling?

ALEX
Li ke a hundred eyes are pointed at
nmy back. At |east that’s what |
feel right now.

Fred turns around and spots a specific table whose occupants
giggle. He sticks both mddle fingers up. They return the
sane.

FRED
So what are you gonna do now?

ALEX
| don’t know.

A beat .

FRED
| got into the University of
Chi cago.

ALEX
Shit, really? N ce.

FRED
Yeah, | got into the business
program Gonna see if | can
transfer into the engi neering one.
You heard from Nort hwestern?

ALEX
No. |’ve been actually considering
ot her options. Less expensive ones.
| don’t know.

FRED
Li ke what ?

The bell rings. They both get up.
ALEX

Li ke some snaller tech school, |
just don’t know yet.
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FRED
Well, you better figure that shit
out man. Deadl i nes.

ALEX
Tryi ng.

| NT. ST. BENEDI CT' S ACADEMY- VMR. BEMONT' S OFFI CE
M. Belnmont sits behind his desk. Alex in front.

MR. BELMONT
So you have good news for ne?

ALEX
| didn’t get into Northwestern

M. Bel nont sighs. A beat.

VR. BELMONT
Real | y? Hmm ..

He grabs a piece of paper and wites on it. Al ex |ooks at
the wall. A plaque that holds a Master’s Degree from
Nort hwestern University.

M. Bel nont hands Al ex a piece of paper.

MR. BELMONT
These are schools that |'’m sure
you' Il get into, if you consider

t hem
Al ex | ooks over the |ist.

ALEX
The University of Chicago? Isn't
that even harder to get into than
Nor t hwest ern?

VR. BELMONT
Not necessarily. | heard froma
friend in adm ssions that they are
| ooking for nore black students in
the stemfields. Should increase
your chances.

Al ex thinks on it.
MR, BELMONT
| heard about what happened at the

gane. You alright? | see you hurt
your nose real bad.
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ALEX
Yeah, |’ m good. Stuff happens.

M. Bel nont | aughs.

VR. BELMONT
Don't worry about it Alex. You're
an intelligent kid, you |l be fine.

| NT. ST. BENEDI CT" S ACADEMY- CORRI DOR

Al ex wal ks up to the gymasi um doors and peers through the
gl ass.

A scrimmage runs with Treyvon pl aying point guard. Ceorge
bl ows the whistle frustrated and stops the gane. He | ooks to
Justin who shakes his head w nded.

Ceorge yells at the team and blows the whistle starting
anot her scri nmage.

Al ex wal ks away to the exit.

ASST. COACH TOM
Hey Al ex!

Asst coach Tom wal ks to the gymasi um doors hol di ng papers.

ASST. COACH TOM
You going to practice?

ALEX
| can’t, | have a uh-- doctors
appoi ntnent | have to go to.

ASST. CQOACH TOM
Look Alex, | understand it’s hard
to recover from what happened but
if you want to stay on this team
t hen show that you want it.

ALEX
Thanks but |’mgood. | got a | ot of
stuff | gotta do.

Al ex wal ks of f. Assistant coach Tom shakes his head and
wal ks in the gymasi um
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Al ex stands waiting anongst others. A bus approaches and
stops. It then drives off |eaving Al ex alone at the stop.

| NT. ST. BENEDI CT" S ACADEMY- GYIMNASI UM

Alex wal ks in and i mmedi ately heads to the bench. The team

awkwardly stares at himas they run drills.

George gives

Alex a look then puts his attention back on the drills.

Al ex puts on his gymgear and joins the layup drill [|ine.

| NT. COURT ROOM DAY
The Attorney continues to pace.

ATTORNEY
Conti nui ng our discussion on the
team dynam c, did George make it
known that his son had a

pre-existing respiratory condition?

ALEX
No.

ATTORNEY

So he didn’t make it known to the
team or anyone else in the matter

that his son had ast hna.

ALEX
Yes.

ATTORNEY
Yes that he made it known or yes
that he didn’t make it known?

LAWER
Qbj ection your honor this is
ridi cul ous.

JUDGE
Sust ai ned.

The prosecuting attorney and the defense | awyer trade | ooks.

ATTORNEY
That Thursday ni ght on January

seventh, you had an incident at the

qui ck-mart on Sutherland street.
Can you tell us what happened?

Al ex | ooks to the judge whose expression gives nothing.
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ALEX
Un | went into buy mlk and the
store was robbed.

ATTORNEY
The police report stated that it
was robbed by three
African-Anmerican males in their
twenties. It also stated that you
could not identify any of them

LAWER
Qoj ection! Your honor, the question
is leading. He is trying to
associate ny client--

ATTORNEY
He is sinply telling us what
happened that night--

LAWYER
The question brings up irrel evant
suits.

JUDGE
Sust ai ned.

ATTORNEY
| rest my case.

The Attorney smrks and confidently sits down.

JUDGE
Does the defense want to proceed
W th a cross-exam nati on?

Deshawn’ s | awyers tal k anongst each ot her

LAWER
W would like to nove forward with
a cross-exam nation of the w tness
your honor.

EXT. DEPAUL H GH SCHOOL- NI GHT
St. Benedict’s bus arrives in the parking lot. The team

exits the bus and | ooks at the school. It’'s a npdest size
with a gothic |ook.
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| NT. DEPAUL H GH SCHOOL- GYMNASI UM

Banners inside the gymread EAGES. The court a shiny tan
wood finish. Very few people in the stands. The teamtakes
t he bench incl udi ng Justin.

Chad, M ke, Tree, Ryan, and Treyvon wal k on the court. The
opposi ng team al so take the court. The referee throws the
ball up with Tree winning the tip.

Treyvon brings the ball up to the top of the key. He
di spl ays fancy noves in front of his defender.

GECRGE
C non! Screen!

Tree runs up to set a screen but before he can conplete it,
Treyvon drives hard to the rim He goes for a |layup which is
heavily contested by the opposing teamis center. It goes in.

Ceorge palns his head, not sure what to say.

TREE
What are you doi ng man?

TREYVON
Yo, chill nigga | made that shit.

TREE
Wait for ny screen.

They all run back on defense.

Alex sits at the end of the bench. He eyes Justin who sits
on the opposite side of the bench in uniform

ALEX
(to teammate)
Hey, do you know why coach didn’t
start Justin?

TEAMVATE
| think he’'s reserving himfor
t he second hal f.

ALEX
Why ?
TEAMVATE
Honestly, | think it’s because of

hi s ast hna.
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ALEX
Ast hma?

TEAMVATE
Yeah. Don't tell anyone |I said this
but I think it’s getting worse.

Alex thinks on it. The opposing teamhits a three-pointer.
The few people in the stands cheer.

GEORGE
Danmit! Switch on defense guys!!

Treyvon brings the ball up. He does a quick crossover nove
then passes it to M ke who powers to the rimfor a shot. A
whi stle; he gets fouled. The referee signals two shots.

M ke nmakes the first shot. The opposing coach calls a
substitution. JOHN JACOBS (18), the popular kid, cones in as
poi nt - guard.

TEAMVATE
Fuck. See that kid that just got
subbed i n?

ALEX
Yeah.

TEAMVATE
That’s John Jacobs. He's from
DeSal | e Acadeny. He just
transferred to finish his senior
year here.

ALEX
Shit, you right.

TEAMVATE
You know hi nf?

ALEX
Yeah. That school was top ten | ast
year with him

M ke makes his second free throw. The teamruns back to
def ense. John Jacobs handles the ball to the top of the key.

ALEX
Wat ch what he does. If the ball is
in his left hand he shoots. If it’'s
in his right hand he crosses |eft

and drives.
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The teammate gives Alex a weird | ook. Treyvon gets in a | ow
guar di ng stance.

GEORGE
Step up to him

John Jacobs switches the ball to his right hand. He
hesitates right then crosses to his left. Treyvon conpletely
caught by it, gets bl own past.

John Jacobs then stops and shoots a md-range junper. It
goes in.

TEAMVATE
No way. He didn’'t drive all the way
t hough.

ALEX

Well with Tree there, of course he
isn't gonna go to the rim

Treyvon brings the ball up showing his ball handling. He
tries for a quick crossover nove but gets the ball stolen by
John Jacobs who, in return, runs a fast break and scores.
Ceorge heated, calls tineout.

The scoreboard reads; Anay 12 Honme 29 with 1:56 on the clock

| NT. DEPAUL HI GH SCHOOL- LOCKER ROOM GYIMNASI UM

The team all stand around CGeorge. The starters drenched in
sweat .

GEORGE
What the fuck is going on? You guys
are pathetic! This is honestly the
wor st team | have coached in ny
entire fucking lifel!

CHAD
Coach, it’s Treyvon. He keeps-
GEORGE
| don't give a fuck!! It’'s a team
sport so if one of you sucks-- you

all suck!!

A beat. George wal ks just outside the hall and di scusses
sonmet hing with Assistant coach Tom

Chad gives Treyvon a harsh | ook. Treyvon not liking it.
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TREYVON
Ni gga what the fuck you | ooking at?
(nmocki ng)
Qoo, Treyvon doesn’t do this. Wl
guess who has the nost points,
bi tch.

CHAD
That's because you chuck up
ei ghty fucking shots a gane!

TREE
@Quys enough!

M KE
No, he’s right. You gotta cut that
shit out Treyvon.

TREYVON
Ch, like you hitting shots.

M ke furious begins to approach Treyvon but Tree and Justin
defuse it.

M KE
Say that shit to ny face--
JUSTI N
Games not over so cal myoursel ves!
Still got two nore quarters to go.
RYAN

W' re down thirty dude.

JUSTI N
So? Anyt hing s possible.

CGeorge wal ks back in.

GEORGE
Al right then. Treyvon, Chad you're
out. | want Justin at two and Al ex,

you’' re at one.
Everyone shocked.

GEORGE
Al right, everyone in.

Everybody huddl es in.
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EVERYONE
Vic! Tor! Ry! CRUSADERS!

| NT. DEPAUL H GH SCHOOL- GYMNAS| UM

The scoreboard reads; Awmay 35 Hone 66 with 8:00 static on
t he cl ock

Al ex takes the court and readies hinself on defense. He
| ooks around the gymmasi um Even fewer people than before.

The whi stle bl ows; gane start.

John Jacobs brings the ball up. Al ex guards himwatching his
every nove. John Jacobs switches the ball to his |eft hand.

The teammate sitting on the bench turns to teamuate #2.

TEAMVATE
(to teammate #2)
Yo, check this out.

John Jacobs tries to misdirect Alex with his eyes then goes
for a junp shot. Alex sees it the whole way through and
bl ocks it.

He gets the ball and runs a solo fast-break. John Jacobs
doesn’t even try to chase after Alex and conplains to the
referee. Al ex scores.

The whol e t eam shocked. John Jacobs brings the ball up again
this time keeping the dribble with his right hand. He

i medi ately crosses left and drives. Al ex stays in front

whi ch causes John Jacobs to force a pass.

It is imediately stolen by M ke who passes it to Justin.
Justin then passes to Al ex.

JUSTI N
You're at point man you got it.

Tree sets a screen for Alex who drives left to the basket.
The corner defender collapses on Al ex |eaving Justin w de
open in the corner. Al ex passes to Justin who shoots and
m sses.

Tree grabs the rebound and passes to an open M ke in the
ot her corner. He shoots and hits the three.

GEORGE

Al right guys, let’s keep it going,
let’s keep it going.
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John Jacobs brings the ball up but passes inmediately to a
teammat e who takes a shot and m sses. Ryan grabs the rebound
and passes it to Alex. Alex stops his fast-break at the
three-point line and shoots. It goes in.

A nontage of Alex getting steals and scoring nore
t hr ee- poi nt shot s.

The scoreboard reads; Anay 72 Home 74 with 0:14 on the clock

John Jacobs calls for the ball fromhis teanmates which
infuriates his coach. Al ex squares up on him Both their
eyes intense on each other. John Jacobs dribbles left. Alex
foll ows but gets caught on a hard screen.

GEORGE
Cnon ref, that’'s a foul!! Dammt!!

Al ex now forced to guard the screener and Justin guarding
John Jacobs. John Jacobs calls an isolation. Justin gives
hi m space and eyes the ball.

John switches his dribble fromhis left hand to his right.

GEORGE
Step up on him!

Al ex sees the situation and shakes his head. John Jacobs
crosses left then drives hard to the rim Alex runs over to
hel p but Justin swats the ball out of John Jacobs hand. Tree
recovers it and brings it up the court.

4 seconds on the clock.

Tree passes to Alex who runs a fast break. Three defenders
stand between himand the rim Alex then stops his
fast-break at the three-point |ine and shoots.

The clock ticks O and the ball sw shes in. They w n.

The whol e teamruns on the court and cel ebrates. Al ex
getting nuch of the praise.

I NT. ST. BENEDI CT" S ACADEMY- CLASSROOM DAY

Alex sits with Fred at a table who has his | aptop open. Fred
stuff his nouth with food.

FRED

Dude, you were |ike Steph Curry out
t her e!
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ALEX
| wasn’t that good.

FRED

You shot one-hundred percent from
the field dude!! Look!

(point: |aptop)
Twel ve of twelve fromthe field,
nine of nine fromthree and
seventeen assists. And you had ten
rebounds-- that’s a triple doubl e!
Dude you got a fucking triple
doubl e!

Al ex reads the box score.

ALEX
Holy shit, | was good. Damm. WI I
probably never do that again ever
inny life.

FRED
The coach m ght start you

ALEX
C non, that’s ridicul ous-

FRED
He has to start you.

ALEX
It was Justin’s steal that really
won us the gane.

FRED
OCh cone on, nobody’ s gonna renenber
that. What people renenber is
Jordan’s m d range buzzer beater,
Kobe' s contested three’s, Ray Allen
handi ng LeBron t he chanpi onshi p.
Basketball is an offensive
spectacle. Don’t get ne wong,
defense is just as inportant but
ask yourself why they call foul on
al nrost every play? It’s because
of fense sells tickets.

Alex takes it all in.

FRED
I f you can do that nost ganes then
a path to the NBAis very real for
you.
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Alex’ s face betrays a feeling of belief.

FRED
And when you get that first cal
don’t forget about me.

TREE (O S.)
Al ex!! Yoo!!

Tree, Chad, and Chad’s girlfriend, STACEY(18), youthful
sexi ness, wal k over.

TREE
M ster one hundred percent fromthe
field a.k.a. mster tipple dubs!
CHAD
(1 aughs)

Dubs is a win Tree.

TREE
What ever, we gonna win thrice and
then gonna win, win, win sone nore.

CHAD
There’'s a little get-together at ny
pl ace toni ght and you need to be

t here.
STACEY
It’s at ny place idiot.
CHAD
What ever, |’ m always there, right.

She | aughs and they ki ss.

CHAD
Anyway, you' re com ng right? You
can bring your friend too.

ALEX
Uh, yeah, sure.

CHAD
Alrighty then, 1'Il text you the
address. W got class Tree. Let’s
bounce.

TREE
Alright Alex, I’'ll see you tonight.

Al ex nods them of f.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 64.

FRED
The one party | get invited to and
My sister has a stupid recital
toni ght. Fuck. Pour one out for ne
will ya?

ALEX
That’'s a big stretch on invited
don’t you think?

FRED
Fuck you.

They bot h | augh.
| NT. ALEX S HOUSE- NI GHT

Al ex wears a polo and khakis. He rushes downstairs to the
living room H's sister watches tv and sees him

LI TTLE SI STER
Hey, where are you goi ng?

ALEX
None of you busi ness.

LI TTLE SI STER

You didn’t buy ne ny doll |ike you
prom sed.
ALEX
Sucks.
LI TTLE SI STER
| hate you
ALEX

Let that be a life | esson.

LI TTLE SI STER
l’mtelling nomyou re | eaving.

ALEX
|’ mactually getting the doll on ny
way back so if you really want it,
| woul d suggest not doing that.

Her face shows conflict.

LI TTLE SI STER
Fi ne.

Al ex fixes his collar and checks his phone. He then heads
out .
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EXT. MANSI ON- NI GHT
A cab pulls up outside of a lavish estate with a front yard
t hat goes on for days. Colorful lights strobe fromthe
w ndows. Al ex steps out and wal ks up to the door.
He knocks. No answer.
He then nakes his way around the side of the house toward...
EXT. MANSI ON- BACK YARD

the back. There, a large lit pool with droves of kids
swimm ng. A lavish, ultra extravagant, patio has Tree with
Justin, Chad, and Ryan sitting. Tree sees Al ex.

TREE
Ayo, Al ex!!

Al ex heads over and sits.

TREE
Fashionably late, | like it.
CHAD
Hey Stacey can you bring a beer!?
(to Al ex)
| hope you like corona cause that’s
all we got.

(to Stacey)
Make that two!!

ALEX
This is a nice place.

CHAD
Yeah. Her rich-ass parents are on
vacati on so you know what happens.
No need to stuff you with details.

RYAN
l"mtelling you man, marry her. You
won’t have to work a day in your
life.

CHAD
Why do you think I'mstill with
her ?

TREE

(1 aughs)
That’ s col d.

( CONTI NUED)
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CHAD
That’ s life.
RYAN
Ch yeah dude, | forgot, congrats on
t he accept ance.
CHAD
Ch yeah, thanks.
TREE
Wait don’t tell nme... no way!

Nor t hwest er n!

CHAD
Yup got in. Full athletic
schol arship. Already comm tted.

Al ex shocked. Hits hi m hard.

RYAN
Only like, one kid every three
years gets in fromour school

CHAD
| know. |’ m super | ucky.

Chad and Ryan toast. Stacey approaches with two beers. She
hands one to Alex then sits next to Chad.

TREE
So you ready for the next gane?

ALEX
Thomas Jefferson H gh School right?

RYAN
Yup. The Kni ghts.

CHAD
They’ re a public school but they're
one of the best so we can't sleep
on em guys.

TREE
| f you have a gane anywhere as
close to yesterday then we win the
title easy.

RYAN
Whoa, slow your role Tree, don't
put too much pressure on him
Renenber the gane before?

( CONTI NUED)
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They all grimace.

RYAN
| honestly felt bad for you.

CHAD
Yeah were you having a seizure out
t here?

ALEX

| was a little nervous starting.
Haven't played in a while. Years
actual ly.

TREE
Look, that’'s all behind us. W' re
nmovi ng forward. Forward onto...
onto what teanf

RYAN
Thomas Jefferson h-

TREE
Thomas Jefferson high school!

Tree punps a fist in the air. He gives Ryan and Chad a | ook.
They all stand and surround Al ex.

STACEY

(giggles)
Oh no.

Al ex confused. The all grab himand lift himup and head to
t he pool .

ALEX
Guys wait! | |ike these clothes!
Wait! Wait! No!

They reach the edge of the pool.

ALEX
At | east take ny phone.

CHAD
Stacey! Grab his phone.

She grabs the phone then watches as they toss himin.
Everyone at the party |laughs. Tree then grabs Chad and junps
in. Ryan | aughs at them but is pushed in by Stacey.
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| NT. COURT ROOW DAY
Deshawn Marcus’ | awer stands and takes the fl oor.

LAWYER
M. Sinmons, about a third of the
way through the season you
perfornmed very well. Now the
prosecution has stated that this
continued. |Is that true?

ALEX
Yes.

LAWER
And up to this point, you have not
met M. Deshawn Marcus yet.
Correct?

ALEX
Yes, | have not net himyet.

LAWER
That nmeans you didn’'t see himin
any ganes and he hasn’t been apart
of anything to do with the team 1Is
that correct?

ALEX
Correct.

LAWER
Then can you descri be your
relationship with his brother,
Treyvon Marcus?

ALEX
Un it wasn’'t anything really. |
just... | don’t know, he was just

anot her pl ayer.

LAWER
Anot her pl ayer yes, but you stated
M. Sinmons that you yourself found
it weird that he was on a teamw th
two ot her point guards. Wy--

ALEX
No, | though it was weird that
there were three point-guards on
the team all together

( CONTI NUED)
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LAWYER
Wel|l that brings me to ny point.
Way do you think that was?

ALEX
| think the coach had his own
reasons.

LAWER
Do you think it had sonething to to
with Justin’s asthm?

ALEX
Well yeah, it was no secret around
the team that he had asthma. But he
pl ayed okay in the begi nning of the
season.

LAWER
Then why did George Thonpson stop
pl ayi ng Treyvon Marcus and keep you
in instead for the rest of the
season?

ALEX
He was a better ball handler than
me but the coach knew | was the
smar-- nmaki ng better decisions out
t here.

LAWER
Was there any evidence on why
CGeorge pulled his son for the rest
of the season? Did you hear or
noti ce anyt hi ng?

ALEX
Un ..
(shakes head)
No.

LAWER
Not hi ng? Not one thing?

ATTORNEY
(bj ecti on your honor, asked and
answer ed.

JUDGE
Sust ai ned.

The | awyer stares at Al ex.

69.
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| NT. ST. BENEDI CT' S ACADEMY- GYIMNASI UM DAY
The entire team does a high intensity passing exerci se.

ASST. COACH TOM
C non guys, Push!! Push!!

Every kid sweating and hustling hard.

ASST. COACH TOM
Al right guys, one | ast suicide!!

The team snaps to it and struggles.

ASST. CQOACH TOM
Al right, good job boys!! Scrimmages
on Thursday to prepare for
Sat urday’ s gane.

Sonme kids go to the bench while others hit the | ocker room
Al ex grabs water on the bench. Drenched in sweat.

ASST. COACH TOM
Hey Al ex. Coach wants to see you at
his office at five o clock.

Al ex nods and checks the tine. It’s 4:40
| NT. ATHLETI C CORRI DOR

Al ex approaches George Thonpson office door. Yelling can be
heard frominside. Al ex gets near the door and eavesdrops.

GEORCGE (O S.)
They need to see himplay!... |
don’t care what the doctor said, |
don’t wanna | ose this school!. ..
alright then I'll talk to you
| ater.

Al ex steps back, waits a nonent then knocks.

GEORGE (O S.)
Come i n.

| NT. GECRGE S OFFI CE- CONTI NUQUS
Ceorge stands by his w ndow.

GEORGE
How are you doi ng today Al ex?
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ALEX
|’m fine.

A sil ence.

GEORGE
| wanted to conmend you not on the
amazi ng ganme you had, but the
bravery you nustered to cone back
to this team It neans you haven’'t
gi ven up on yourself. That’s very

i mportant.
ALEX
Uh, thank you.
GEORGE
| also wanted to |let you know t hat
you' |l be starting for the rest of

t he season.

ALEX
VWhat about Justin?

GEORGE
After that gane you just had,
t hi nk you have nore to prove.
(a beat)
Do you have a father, Al ex?

ALEX
Um no.

GEORGE
So you live with..

ALEX
My nmom and ny sister.

George nods his head and | ooks out the wi ndow. A beat.

GEORGE
What ever you do Al ex, just don’'t
| et them down. Whatever you do.

ALEX
Ckay.

GEORCGE
That’'s it.

Al ex nods and exits.
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I NT. COURT ROOM DAY

The | awyer begi ns paci ng again.

LAWER
Can you tell us what happened with
t he teanf?

ALEX
VWll | started and Treyvon got a

ot of m nutes too. The team
chem stry went up and we j ust
started w nning.

LAWER
Who do you think was the best
pl ayer on the tean?

ALEX
Chad was consi dered our best player
because he averaged the nost points
but | always thought it was Tree.

LAWYER
And why is that?

ALEX
It was all the little things-- on
defense and offense. Plus he was a
r eboundi ng machi ne.

LAWYER
Can you tell ne what Treyvon
brought to the tean?

ALEX
He was by far the quickest bal
handl er on the team so that was a
pl us.

LAWER
Record shows you spent a | ot of
time with Treyvon. Can you
el abor at e?

ALEX
| was hel pi ng himfocus his gane.
Mostly his driving. It becane our
mai n weapon in closing tight games.



73.

I NT. VARI OUS GYMNASI UVS
[ BEG N MONTAGE]

Treyvon drives and scores. Alex hits a three. Chad does
crossovers, drives, and dunks. Tree get put-backs and dunks.

St Benedict’'s Acadeny wins all their ganmes against nultiple
hi gh school s.

COVWMENTATOR (V. Q)
St. Benedict’s Acadeny is quickly
taken the nation by stormas they
defeat high caliber teanms with
elite level players. Lead by coach
George Thonmpson whose son, the
starting point guard, is out due to
injury, the back up point guard
Al ex Si mmons has nore than picked
up the slack

COVMENTATOR #2 (V. Q)
Yes Alex Sinmmons, with his first
year starting varsity, is |eading
the nation in shooting percentage
at sixty-five percent and has
topped the |Iist anong non ranked
pl ayers. Their second point guard,
Treyvon Marcus, is also a force
with his speed and ball handling
ability and has flourished under
Thonpson’ s offense. But the two
main stars of the team Chad Libitz
and Terrence Akoni Jr, have
dom nated with a conbi ned average
forty-three points per gane.

COMMENTATOR (V. Q)
Only one team stands in their way
for an appearance at the state
title. That teamis the nunber five
ranked, Silver Creek Valley High
School Jaguars.

[ END MONTAGE]
| NT. ST. BENEDI CT" S ACADEMY- GYMNASI UM DAY
Al ex and Treyvon finish a one-on-one gane.
ALEX
See, you' re quick. One of the

qui ckest off the drive |’ ve seen
honest|y.
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TREYVON
Yeah you know, been workin’ on it
ny whole life.

ALEX
So |l et ne see you do it again,
c’ non.

Treyvon gets into a lowtriple threat stance. Al ex guards.
Treyvon fakes left then drive hard right-- beating Alex to
the rim

ALEX
See, that shit works in gane right?
No fl ashi ness just straight
f orward.

TREYVON
Yeah nigga that shit’s crazy good.
| actually got a call froma couple
D2 schools bro. They scouting ne.
Want ne to cone in.

ALEX
Damm, really? That’'s sick

TREYVON
What about you?

ALEX
Na, not hing yet.

TREYVON
Real | y? Damm. They commi n’ bro,
they commn' . Ah shit, ny bro’s

here, | gotta go. Check you later
dog.

ALEX
See ya.

Treyvon grabs his stuff and runs to the exit. There his
brot her, Deshawn Marcus, stands. He | ooks at Al ex then wal ks
awnay.

| NT. ST BENEDI CT" S ACADEMY- LI BRARY- DAY

Al ex and Fred sit on al ong wooden table by a | arge w ndow.
They both do homewor k.

FRED
So what you get on that test?
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ALEX
Si xty-four.

Fred shocked.

FRED
What!? How? Didn’t you study?

ALEX
Eh. Not really. Practice has been
drai ni ng ne.

FRED
Dude. Now s not the time for your
grade to be dropping. Colleges
noti ce kids who finish strong and
ki ds who finish weak.

Al ex hands Fred an open envel ope. Fred grabs it and takes
out the papers inside.

FRED
Dude, no way!
(readi ng)
: hope that you accept our offer
for a full athletic scholarship to
be apart of our division two nmen’s
basketball team That's sick!

ALEX
Yeabh.

FRED
|”ve never heard of this schoo
t hough.

ALEX

Yeah nme neither. But it's a start.

FRED
Thi s means ot her school s are
probably | ooki ng at you.

ALEX
And if a school with a good math
programoffers then | don’t have to
pay for coll ege.

FRED
But you still have to play once
you' re there. That'll eat up your

schedul e.

Al ex waves a di sni ssive hand.
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ALEX
C non. A D2 school? 1’1l have
plenty of time to focus on school.
FRED
Well, | nean, yeah, this is crazy.
" mjeal ous.

| NT. SUPERVARKET- NI GHT

Al ex wal ks down the fridge isle and grabs m |l k. H s phone
rings as he continues down another isle.

ALEX

Yeah, I’min the store right now...
| don't see it.

Al ex heads to a shelf full of pills. He | ooks under aspirin.

ALEX
Al eve or Advil?
Alex grabs a pill bottle and inspects it.
ALEX
You sure the doctor said-- okay,
okay jeez... alright then.

He puts his phone to sl eep.
EXT. SUPERMARKET- NI GHT

Al ex exits and wal ks through the parking | ot. Deshawn Marcus
stand anongst a group of thug | ooking nmen. He sees Al ex and
heads toward him

DESHAVW
Ayo, let me holla at you rea
qui ck.

Al ex ignores and keeps wal ki ng. Deshawn agitated but covered
in an eerie calm

DESHAVW
Ayo, dog.

Deshawn grabs Alex’s armwhich Alex quickly pulls away.
DESHAWN

Fuck nigga, I'mjust tryin to
tal k.
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ALEX
What ? What do you want ?

DESHAVW
You Alex, right? On ny little
brot her’'s basketball teanf

ALEX
Treyvon?

DESHAWN
Yeah, that little nigga. He told ne
you’ ve been helpin’ himout. H's
gane has stepped up for real and
now he’s got a couple coll eges
| ooking at him | just wanted to
say | appreciate what you did.

Al ex face shows distrust. Dunbstruck al nost.

ALEX
Yeah, no problem

DESHAVWN
| also wanted to |let you know t hat
you nmade a smart decision that
ni ght.

Al ex puzzl ed.

DESHAWN
C non nigga don’t play stupid. The
store on Sutherland. My boys was
worried you was gonna talk. If it
wasn’t for nme, ny boy would ve did
much worse then that.

Deshawn nods to his bandaged nose. Al ex |ooks over to
Deshawn’ s boys who stand a di stance away | ooking right back.

DESHAWN
| ve got a problemthough.
ALEX
What’ s that?
DESHAWN
The starting point guard, what’s
hi s nane. ..
ALEX
Justin.
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DESHAWN
Yeah, Justin. He's been slowy
eatin’ at ny boys playtine. Have
you noti ced?

I NT. COURT ROOM DAY

ALEX
It is true. | also found it weird
that Justin was cutting into
Treyvon’s pl aytine.

LAWYER
Was there a reason why this was?
Did Treyvon not play well?

[ CLIPS OF TREYVON PLAYI NG VELL]

ALEX
No, he actually was playing pretty
decent. | nmean, we didn't |ose a
single gane with himstarting or
cl osi ng.

LAWER
So I'mtrying to understand this
but George slowy gave his son
pl aytime despite the fact, and this
is on record, that the doctor
prohi bited himfrom playing. And
Ceorge didn't tell anyone about
this?

ATTORNEY
oj ection your honor, w tness has
previously answered the question!

LAWYER
Your honor, this redundancy is
confirmation for ny main point.

The judge thinks on it, interested.

JUDGE
Overrul ed. But do get to the point.

LAWER
Thank you your honor.

The | awyer pulls out a BLUE | NHALER
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EXT. SUPERMARKET- NI GHT

ALEX
Yeah | noticed. | think it's fucked
up. Treyvon's been playing fine.

DESHAWN
Exactly what |’ m sayin. Wiy you
think he’s doing that shit?

ALEX
| think Justin m ght have a D1
schol arship lined up and the school
wants to see him play.

DESHAWN
Well that little shit seens to be
the coaches favorite. He's hurting
nmy bros chances at getting other
schol arships. Don’t you think ny
bro can go D1?

ALEX
Yeah, sure.

DESHAWN
It was a matter of time but the
coach is playin’ fuckin' favorites.

ALEX
Well he is his son.

Deshawn conpl etely taken over by it. Now furious.

DESHAWN
What ! ? Seriously!? That
not her f ucker-- shit makes so nuch
sense! How can they be doin’ that
shit!? This is fucked up dog! This
is the sane shit that happened to
my ni gga who played football. H's
coach always started his son over
hi m even t hough he was nuch better.
The coach’s son eventually went to
the NFL while ny friend played D3.
He played four years but never nade
it past that. Not even a call.

Deshawn stares in deep thought.

DESHAWN
Na, not again nigga. Not this tine.
| need you to get ne Justin’s
i nhal er.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 80.

Al ex confused.

DESHAVWN
| seen himwalk to the | ocker room
usi ng one. N gga probably got
asthma or sonthin’.

ALEX
| don’t think I can get away with
t hat .

DESHAWN
You gonna have to do this for ne
dog, | ain’'t fuckin playin
around. |I’ma teach this coach a

| esson he won't forget.

ALEX
What are you gonna do?

DESHAVW
There’s this powder shit that’s
untraceable. Put a little in the

inhal er and he’ll be out.
ALEX
You’ re gonna kill hinf
DESHAVWN
Na, it wont kill him It’ll just

meke the inhaler not work as good.
This shoul d be enough to take him
out of the last gane. Gve ny bro
t he shine he deserves.

ALEX
VWhat if it kills hinf
DESHAVW
Nigga, | said it wont.
ALEX
No, | nmean the asthma. |If he has an

attack and the i nhal er doesn’t
wor k, he could die.

DESHAWN
Then | guess that’s just too
fuckin bad. Just get ne that
fucking inhal er an you wont have no
problems fromnme. And if anybody
bot hers you, tell ne. Got it?
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ALEX
(noddi ng)
Yeah. Got it.

Deshawn turns and heads back to his boys. A GUN tucked in
t he back of his pants. Alex stares for a nonent then turns
and wal ks away.

| NT. ST. BENEDI CT’ S ACADEMY- GYMNASI UM DAY

The team sits on the bench sweaty after practice. Asst coach
Tom and CGeorge stand in front facing them

GEORGE
Good practice boys. Tonorrow is
Silver Creek Valley. Renenber that
fromhere on we sl ow down our
of fense. W're gonna force themto
pl ay at our pace.

CGeorge nods to assistant coach Tom

ASST. COACH TOM
Tonmorrow s starters are Chad, Ryan,
Tree, M ke, and Justin.

TREYVON
Way has Justin been starting!? He's
not even here!

Ceorge turns to |l ook at Treyvon; The audacity.

GEORGE
You just question ne boy?

TREYVON
No di srespect coach but 1’ve been--

George kicks over a chair and stands over Treyvon.
GEORGE
SHUT THE FUCK UP!'! Don’t you ever
guestion ne, not you. Now | eave.
Treyvon face filled with anger.

TREYVON
VWhat ! ?

GEORGE
Get the fuck OUT OF HERE!!

A beat. Treyvon slowy stands.
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TREYVON
| see how it is. Fuck this shit.

He takes the long wal k to the gymasi um doors and exits.
Conpl ete sil ence.

GEORGE
Any nore questions?

No one dare rai se their hands.

ALEX
Just for ny understandi ng, why are
we sl owi ng the pace down? W are
undef eated wi th your previous
styl e.

Everyone shocked at the question and waiting for George to
expl ode.

GEORGE
(calm

It’s because Silver Creek averages
one-hundred three points a gane. Is

that all?

ALEX
Well, we average... forget about
it.

GEORGE

No, no, spit it out. You were gonna
say we average one hundred five
poi nts, right?

Al ex, ever so slightly, nods his head

GEORGE
Wel |l considering we’ve lost to them
the last five years with an
arguably better team do you think
t hose nunbers are prom sing?

Al ex shakes hi s head.

GEORGE
Speak up son, | can’'t hear you.
ALEX

No.
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GEORGE
Alright then, if there’s no nore
guestions, I'll see you all here
t onor r ow.

Everyone gets up. Tree and Chad | ook at Al ex funny.

ASST. COACH TOM
We neet here at six-thirty sharp.
Buses | eave with or w thout you.

Chad and Tree run over to Al ex.

CHAD
Dude. Don’t. Ever. Do that.

TREE
Yeah, what was that? You i nsane?

ALEX
Silver Creek shoots thirty-eight
percent fromthe field. They chuck
up a lot of threes. W shoot
Si xty-two.

CHAD
At | east you were smart enough not
to say that.

TREE
So that neans we're better at a
faster pace?

ALEX
Yeah, and it also neans that he’'s
full of shit. He also just got rid
of Treyvon so he needs ne.

EXT. SILVER CREEK VALLEY H GH SCHOCOL- NI GHT

A |l arge school with nodern style architecture. The buses
pull up in the parking |ot.

| NT. SILVER CREEK VALLEY HI GH SCHOOL

Silver Creek furiously runs a fast break down the court. The
foot steps thunderous. The court stands out with it’s shiny
grey fill with black and red trim

GEORGE
Get back on d!!

Their point guard tries for a layup but Justin cones behind
to contest it. It m sses.
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Silver Creek’s center grabs the rebound and they pass it to
a guard in the corner. He shoots it and it swishes in. A
whi stle. CGeorge calls timeout.

The scoreboard reads; Away 89 Home 95 with 2:00 on the clock

The team huddl es in.

GEORGE
We got this guys. Their shots
aren’'t falling like the first half.
We run wings this tinme. Tree, stay
in the |ow post-- | want the floor
as open as possible. Chad, you make
your guy chase you. Justin, you're
still at point. Mke, | need you to
stay in the corner-- you're three
for three so you're a threat to

them And Alex, | want you in for
Ryan.
Al ex stands up surprised.
GEORGE

Everyone in!

EVERYONE
Vic! Tory! Ry! CRUSADERS!!

Al ex takes the court with the rest of the team He stands on
the wing. The whistle blows. Mke in-bounds the ball to
Justin.

Al ex sets a pick for Justin who uses it to shoot an open
three. It msses bad. Alex inmmediately runs to the other
side of the court.

Silver creek runs a fast break. Their guard drives straight
for the basket but runs right into Alex. They both fall to
the ground. The whistle blows. A foul.

GEORGE
What the fuck was that ref!? That's
a charge!!

Silver Creek’s guard takes his first foul shot. It m sses.
They make substitutions. THREE BI GGER GUYS cone onto the
floor. Alex notices. Now worri ed.

The guard m sses the second free throw Tree rebounds the
ball and passes it to Justin.
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ALEX
Tree, we’re not scoring down | ow
wi th those guys.

TREE
Yeah, | see that too.

Justin dribbles to the top of the key where his defender is.
He then drives hard left to the rimand is met by two big
men. He passes it to Tree who tries for a |layup but gets

bl ocked.

M ke recovers the ball and passes it to Chad who dribbles to
a md range junp shot. It goes in.

The scoreboard reads; Away 91 Home 98 with 1:10 on the cl ock

Silver creek’s point guard dribbles the ball up in front of
Justin. Justin’s pressure extrenely effective which forces
the point-guard to pass.

Al ex sees right through it and steals the ball. He runs a
solo fast-break. He | ooks at the clock and stops at the
three point |line and shoots. It goes in.

GEORGE
C non, let’s keep going, let’s keep
goi ng!

Silver Creek brings the ball up. Their coach YELLS with
frustration. They pass the ball around eating away at the
cl ock. The shot clock gets down to 5 seconds.

They get the ball down |low to the center who tries to nuscle
his way past Tree. Alex runs over to help and traps the

pl ayer. The center throws an el bow which hits Alex in the
face.

The referee stands unaware. The center then passes it out to
a guard. The buzzer goes off-- a shot clock violation.

Tree wal ks up to Al ex who holds his jaw

TREE
You alright?

ALEX
| " m good. Let’s go.

Justin brings the ball up and passes it to Chad. Chad fakes
a shot then drives. He passes it to Mke who passes it to
Al ex at the three-point line. Al ex shoots. It m sses and
bounces high off the iron.
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Al ex immedi ately runs toward the basket and hustles for the
rebound. He grabs the ball and runs to the corner three. A
def ender cones sprinting over towards him He quickly shoots
it and it sw shes in.

The whistle blows. The other teamcalls tineout.

The scoreboard reads; Away 96 Horme 98 with 0:28 on the clock

The team heads to the bench.

ALEX
Does anybody have an extra water?

TREE
Yeah, | do. Look in ny bag.

Al ex wal ks to the end of the bench and shuffles through a
pil e of bags. He pauses on a distinct blue bag. He | ooks
over to Justin.

Al ex opens the bag and spots the blue inhaler. He pauses
then | ooks over to Justin.

Al ex approaches the huddl e drinking water.

GEORGE
W have to get one nore stop guys.
We can do this! Sane gane plan as
before! | want this game won by
yest er day!

The referee whistles. The players take the floor. M ke
in-bounds it to Tree. Hi s back to the basket. Tree’'s
def ender guards himwell forcing himto pass out to Chad.

Chad shot fakes then drives to the rim He gets heavily
contested by two defenders but gets the shot off. It m sses
and the Silver Creek rebounds the ball. George furious.

GEORGE
VWhat the fuck was that!!?

Al ex spots a player from Silver Creek, sprinting down the

court w de open. The player launches the ball to himand he
dri bbles to the basket. He goes up for a layup but out of no
where, Alex cones flying in and bl ocks the shot from behi nd.

Justin grabs the rebound and sprints down the court the
ot her way. Silver Creek’s coach yells goal -tend.

Justin drives hard in the lane and tries for a layup. Two

def enders contest himand bl ock the shot. The referee bl ows
the whistle. A foul.
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The scoreboard reads; Anay 96 Hone 98 with 0:04 on the clock

Justin hits his first shot. He then nmakes the second. Silver
Creek calls tineout.

Everyone huddl es in drenched in sweat.

GEORGE
Al right everyone we got this. |
want to see the hardest press out
there. We're getting a steal. Ryan
| want you in for Alex. Justin,
you're still at point.

This hits Alex hard. He hol ds back words.

CHAD
Wait coach | think we need Al ex for
this play.

GEORGE
No, | need Ryan’s | ength out
there-- Tree | want you to do
what ever you need to keep your guy
out. MKke-- stay in front of your
guy. Justin your man’s probably
gonna go |ong so nmake sure you
watch him Just don’'t let your
defenders get in front of you,
we're in overdrive node now. Got

it?
Everyone nods their heads.

GEORGE
Ckay, one, two, three,

EVERYONE
CRUSADERS!

Al ex takes the bench as the five take the fl oor.

TEAMVATE
Way the fuck did he bench you? You
have |i ke, the nost steals this
season.

ALEX
Way don’t you fucking ask himthat?

Alex throws his towel down. He | ooks over to SU TED MEN on a
bench. They stoically watch the gane.
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The referee blows the whistle. Silver Creek’s team scranbl es
around the court trying to get open. No one can. Ryan stands
in front of the in-bounder arns w de.

The i n-bounder then | aunches the ball across court. Tree
gets a finger on it, disrupting the pass. The ball bonces on
the court. Justin picks it up.

He dribbles fast up the court and does a |ightning fast
crossover, getting by one defender. Another defender
chal | enges. He does a spin nove and gets around him He then
stops at the three point line and | aunches a three.

The buzzer goes off. The ball in the air for ages.

It swi shes in.

The team cel ebrates and huddl es around Justin. Silver
Creek’ s coach pissed-- slans his clip board on the ground.

Al ex remai ns seat ed.

| NT. TEAM BUS- NI GHT

Al ex enters the bus downtrodden and | ethargic. The team chat
and cel ebrate. He takes a seat in the back and | ooks out the
wi ndow to see:

George and Justin converse with the suited nen. CGeorge gives
t hem handshakes and so does Justin.

Al ex’s face stoic.
| NT. ALEX S HOUSE- NI GHT
Al ex places various food itens in the fridge. He

periodically checks his phone anxiously. H's nother enters
and takes a seat at the small kitchen table and checks a

| arge stack of mail. The TV fromthe living roomis audible.
DEBORAH
Did you get the salt and the
par sl ey?
ALEX
Uh- huh.
A beat .
DEBORAH

What about the garlic?
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ALEX
(annoyed)
Yeah ma, | got everything.
DEBORAH
Hey! You betta’ watch your nouth

boy.
A silence between them She grabs an envel ope.

DEBORAH
| see a lot of college letters.
Hopeful Iy they have schol ar shi ps.

Alex’s little sister walks in and grabs a drink out the
fridge.

DEBORAH
What did | tell you about drinking
bef ore di nner?

She frustratingly puts the drink back. Al ex picks his phone
up.

ALEX
Hey, | gotta go to Fred s to finish
a project.
DEBORAH
Toni ght ?
ALEX
It’s due tonorrow
DEBORAH
Al right then.

LI TTLE SI STER
No way, That’'s not fair!

DEBORAH
Hush up. It’s school work. Now do
your honmewor k.
She storns out.
| NT. FRED S HOUSE
Fred rummages through his closet.

FRED
Ah, here it is.
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He conmes out with a blue inhal er

sits on the bed. Alex inspects it.

FRED
This is sketchy as fuck man. Wy
are you even doing this?

ALEX
He had a fucking gun man, | wasn’t
just gonna be |ike-- no fuck off.

FRED
Exactly why | don’t want any part
of this. Wiat if shit goes south
and he finds out you duped hinf

What’' || happen to ne?

ALEX
He’ s not gonna find out. | thought
about it and at nost, he’'ll blane

t he peopl e who gave hi mthe powder.
He' Il just think it didn't work and
boom probl em sol ved. Nobody gets
hurt.

FRED
Except for the powder guys.

ALEX
Yeah well then don’t be selling
untraceabl e stuff to guys |ike
t hat .

Fred turns on his conputer

FRED
So, | heard you nade it to the
st at e chanpi onshi p huh? Good for
you.

ALEX
Yeah. It was a close gane. | only
pl ayed five mnutes in the |ast
guarter though.

FRED
What ? That’'s bullshit. I'"mtelling
you, you should conplain to the
school. | would ve a while ago. The

coach can’t do that.

90.

and tosses it to Al ex who
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ALEX
Wl |l you know, he can. It’s not
i ke Justin plays bad. | nean

fuck, he won the gane.

FRED
Yeah but all those you ganes you
won. You guys were fucking
undefeated for christ sake.

ALEX
Yeah but it’s not like I won them
by nysel f. Basketball is a team

sport. Tree and Chad really
dom nated a | ot of ganes.

FRED
Yeah but when you play with them
you guys do well. You seemto fit
t hem better.

ALEX
Silver Creek was a tough schoo
t hough.

FRED
Oh shit! You see this? Duuuude!

On nonitor: One of the Xinb brothers dunks over two
def ender s.

FRED
| don’t care how good you are,
there’s no way you ' re beating this
t eam

ALEX
There’s three of themright?

FRED
Yup. Vince, Bryce, and Darcy.

ALEX
What are they, triplets or
sonet hi ng?

FRED
Ha, no. But they m ght as well be.
Si x-six--two thirty, six-seven--two
forty, and six-ten--two eighty--
jeez. Howtall is the tallest kid
on your teanf
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ALEX
Tree? About si Xx-nine.

FRED
So he’ Il get dom nated by Darcy.
What about your next best players?

ALEX
Chad is six-four and Justin is
si x-t hree.

FRED

So they' Il get wecked by Vince.

ALEX
Not if we plan well.

FRED
No dude. It’s a m smatch across the
board. Al they have to do is iso
all day and back you down to the
rim Especially you. What do they
[ist you at?

ALEX
l"mlisted at six but I'mfive-ten
and three-quarters.

FRED
Three-quarters?

ALEX
Yeah, that part’s really inportant.

EXT. STREET- NI GHT

The pavenent glisten after the rain. Al ex |ooks around and
wai ts. Deshawn approaches by hinsel f.

DESHAVWN
You got that shit?

Al ex hands himthe inhaler. Deshawn inspects.

DESHAVWN
That’s what |I'’mtal kin® about ny

ni gga.
Deshawn pulls out a snmall tube filled with white powder.
DESHAVWN

My boy showed ne exactly how to do
this shit.
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He opens the tube and places a little bit of the powder
inside the inhaler. Al ex watches.

ALEX
Do you know what that stuff is?

DESHAVWN
No. But it’s untraceabl e.

Deshawn fini shes and hands the i nhal er back to Al ex.

DESHAWN
And ny brother will be at the
chanpi onship gane. Alright, |’'m
out .

| NT. COURT ROOM DAY

LAWER
Fi nal investigation and autopsy
reports show that the inhaler is
said to have contai ned and
distributed a foreign substance
directly into the |ungs which
resulted in the death of Justin
Thonpson. Asphyxi ati on was the
cause due to the induced asthma
attack. Now, the plaintiff’s case
tries to place the blane on ny
client but doctoral records show
t hat Justin Thonpson was strictly
prohi bited fromplaying. If the
doctor said you were not allowed to

play would you still play M.
Si mons?

ALEX
No.

LAWER

Then why woul d George go beyond the
doctors specific instructions and
play himanyway? Did Justin | ook
fine while he was playing M.

Si rmons?

ALEX
Yes, he did. | didn't see any
problenms in his play.

LAWER
Do you think Ceorge’ s slower paced
of fense assisted in the matter?
Hel p suppress the probl em per-say?
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ALEX
Uh, | think it helped a little. But
the end of the ganes were intense.
He was sprinting up and down the
court just as hard as anyone el se.

The | awyer quickly noves to his next point.

LAWYER
| chal |l enge everyone to think about
this. Way would ny client do such a
t hing? The plaintiff believes that
it was revenge agai nst the coach
for taking his brother, Treyvon,
out of the basketball ganes but ny
client’s brother had received
mul ti pl e schol arshi ps from vari ous
school s. There's just no notivation
to back up such a heinous act plus
no hard evidence that the inhaler
was the true cause. Now | turn to
the father of the victim He was
not supposed to play his son and he
did. In fact, he played himso hard
t hat what the doctor feared woul d
happen, happened.

CGeorge’ s attorneys whisper to each other.

LAWER
Now all that’s left is the foreign
subst ance.
(a beat)

Aut opsy states that it consisted
nostly of fiber glass. Think about
that. Fiberglass. One of the nost
common substances found in

i nsul ati on anong househol ds. There
are over two thousand reported
deaths a year related to fiberglass
inhal ation. It was Justin’s inhaler
so who knows what he did with it.
That inhal er could have been
anywhere at anytinme. Especially
with all of the traveling, dingy
bus, old | ocker roons-- the I|ist
goes on. Hopefully reason wll |ead
to justice. Thank-you your honor. |
rest ny case.

The | awyer takes a seat back next to Deshawn.
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JUDGE
This court now gives the
prosecution its closing argunent.

The attorneys whi sper to each other and nod their heads. He
stands and takes the floor.

| NT. ST. BENEDI CT’ S ACADEMY- CLASSROOM DAY

Al ex takes a test in a near enpty classroom He taps his
pencil on his head and thinks hard. M. Belnont sits at his
desk.

VR. BELMONT
Ckay guys, I'mafraid | can’t give
you nore time so finish witing
down your |ast answers.

Al ex shakes his head and wal ks up to hand in his test. The
bel | rings.

MR. BELMONT
You got tinme Alex? | wanna talk
w th you.

ALEX

|’ ve got practice now.

VR. BELMONT
Ri ght at three?

ALEX
| like to get there early and go
over sone stuff.

VR. BELMONT
Vell, it’s your grade |’ m concerned
about. Wat happened? You' re damm
near failing the |ast assignnents.
If it wasn’t for you doi ng wel
early on, there would be no way you
coul d pass.

ALEX
Basketbal | 's been pretty intense..

MR, BELMONT
And |’ ve seen you' ve had a nore
active roll on the teamto
understate things. Even the girls
are tal king about you.

They bot h | augh.
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VR. BELMONT

Is it that inportant to you?
ALEX

Vell, | nean, it’'s a newreality.
MR. BELMONT

A what ?

Al ex takes his bags and pulls out a bunch of envel opes. He
pl aces themon M. Belnont’s desk. Bel nont reads through
t hem

ALEX
They’'re all D2 and D3 school s but
it’s sonething.

MR, BELMONT
So your really considering making a
career in basketball.

ALEX
No, not a career. These are all
full or partial scholarships. |
figure not paying for college would
be good.

Bel nont conti nues through the envel opes.

VR. BELMONT
Yeah, but you would still have to
pl ay, right?

ALEX
Yeah.

VR. BELMONT

So that woul d put you in the sane
position you' re in right now.

ALEX
Yeah, but it’s not like it’'s a D1
school .

VR. BELMONT

So you're saying it would be easier
than it is now? Coll ege | evel
courses on a college | evel tean?

ALEX
Yeah, but it’'s not the sane--
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VR. BELMONT
What’ s not the same Alex? If you
can’t handle it here what nakes you
think you can handle it there?

This hits Al ex hard.

MR. BELMONT
| "ve had friends who failed out
because they underestimated this. |
don’t want to see this happen to
you.

(a beat)

| still think you should get the
grades up, do better on the SAT
and try to get into a good school - -
| know you can do it. Have you
heard back from any of the other
school s | suggested?

ALEX
| got into the University of
Chi cago.

VR. BELMONT
Alex... that’'s great news. Any
noney?

ALEX
No.

VR. BELMONT

Hm .. well don’t worry about that.
This is a very prestigious schoo
and if you graduate fromthere,
you' |l be fine. Did you reply to
confirnf

ALEX
No, not yet.

MR. BELMONT
Then what are you waiting for. o
do it.

Bel nont excited. Al ex gives a weaker smle, grabs the
envel opes, and heads to the door.

ALEX
| have one question?
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VR. BELMONT
What is it?

ALEX
How long did it take you to finish
payi ng off your college | oans?

MR. BELMONT
well, I'll be finally done by the
end of this year. Can’t say so for
some of ny friends. They shoul d’ ve
done better in school. Wuld ve
came out with better jobs. Don’t
worry about that, this is an
amazi ng opportunity.

ALEX
| just wanted to know. I’'Il see you
| ater.

Alex exits. Belnont’'s face betrays a realization. He stares
at the enpty doorway.

| NT. ST.BENEDI CT" S ACADEMY- GYMNASI UM DAY
Al ex, Chad, and Ryan shoot around.

CHAD
Think | can hit three in a row?

RYAN
Dude, you can’t even hit one.

Chad shoots. It goes in. Gves Ryan a | ook

He shoots a second. It goes in. He gives Ryan anot her goofy
| ook.

CHAD
| dedicate this |last shot to
Nor t hwest er n.

He shoots. It m sses. Ryan | aughs.
RYAN
Well, two in a row, how | ucky. Wsh
you coul d show of f sonme of that
| uck during ganes.

Ryan passes the ball to Al ex who stands at the foul |ine.
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RYAN
Go to the three.

Al ex wal ks to three.

RYAN
Let’s see your shooting, mster
sixty percent fromthe field.

CHAD
Na- ah, NBA |i ne.

ALEX
| don’t know where exactly that is.

CHAD
Just take a giant step back. Then
anot her cause there’'s defenders.

ALEX
This is really far.
RYAN
Dude, this is high school.
CHAD
C non, Kobe entered the | eague when
he was seventeen. |’ m al ready

fucki ng ei ghteen. They should be
training us like this. W re not
pr epar ed.

Al ex shoots. An air ball

CHAD
See.

RYAN
You guys ready for the Xino
br ot hers?

CHAD

| f there was one gane | know for a
fact we would lose, it would be

this one.
RYAN
Have you no faith?
CHAD
Dude, have you seen then? One’s
i ke seven feet tall. And built.
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RYAN
But that doesn’'t nean we don’'t have
a chance.

CHAD

Yeah it does.

RYAN
No it doesn’t.

The rest of the teamenters. CGeorge foll ows.
GEORGE
Al right boys, the usually. Let’s
get to work!
Al ex eyes Justin who sits on the bench.
| NT. FRED S HOUSE- NI GHT

Fred sits at his desk facing Alex who sits on the bed with a
not ebook i n hand.

FRED
Are you' re sure it’s over?

ALEX
Yeah, I'’mtelling you, he won't
fucki ng know. Worst case, he bl ames
hi s boy.

FRED

Al right then. But if anything, you
stole it fromny room

ALEX
Sur e.

Fred | ooks at the envel opes.

FRED
How many of these you got?

ALEX
Li ke, fifteen.

FRED
You commit to one yet?

ALEX
Yeah, Brownfield State University.
It’s the one with the brown
| ett erhead-- yeah that one.
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Fred reads through it.

ALEX
They have the best math program out
of all of them so you know.

FRED
Full ride too. Makes ne regret
Chicago but | bet the girls are
hotter where |I'm at.

ALEX
Li ke that’ s gonna nmeke a
di ff erence.

FRED
Whatever. Did you see this? Al
three Xinmo brothers just commtted
to UCLA. You shoul d consi der
yoursel f lucky you' re not going D1l.
You' d have to deal with them

ALEX
Well, I'll be facing them next
week.

FRED

Oh shit, yeah, the states. You're
pl aying at the coll ege arena. You
nervous?

ALEX
Alittle,.

FRED
You're literally playing future NBA
all-stars and potential MFP s.

ALEX
| wouldn’t go that far

FRED
Have you read this?

Fred points to an article on his nonitor.

FRED
This is apparently gonna be the
| ar gest hi gh school basket bal
event in history. They're saying
that UCLA's staff is gonna be there
and want all students to support
their future athletes
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Al ex on his phone disinterested.

FRED
Wait, where d you say you were
pl ayi ng?

ALEX

That old college arena in town.

Somet hi ng on Al ex’s phone captures his attention. H's phone
buzzes repeatedly.

FRED
No dude, they changed the venue for
all the top teans. You' re now
pl aying at the Staples Center.

Al ex eyes wide in shock-- slowy | ooks at Fred.

ALEX
Oh shit.

I NT. ALEX S HOUSE- NI GHT

Al ex enters, soaked fromthe rain. The living roomenpty.
Hi s nother’s voice audible fromthe kitchen.

DEBORAH (O S.)
| don’t know what |’ m gonna do. |
can’t afford it. |I’mgonna have to
nove again... |’'mhoping he takes
one of the schol arshi ps.

He wal ks to the kitchen. Deborah sees him

DEBORAH
| " m gonna have to talk to you
| ater, Alex is back.

She hangs up.

DEBORAH
Hey baby, how are you doi ng?

ALEX
|'mfine. You?

DEBORAH
| ve been gettin’ through.

ALEX
Are the pills working?

She shrugs.
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DEBORAH
VWell enough. | wanted to tell you
some nen cane by and wanted to talk
to you. | said you don’t come hone
till late so they left this for
you. They didn’t tell ne exactly
what it was so | don’t know how
it’s any different fromthe others.

She hands Al ex a very |arge envel ope.
| NT. ALEX S ROOM

Al ex throws the envel ope on his desk. He opens it to revea
aletter.

It reads: Oregon State University is |ooking at you..
| NT. Al RPORT- DAY

St Benedict’s teamall enter the hanger of the flight to Los
Angel es. They all wear white track suits.

| NT. Al RPLANE

Al ex places his bags in a cubby and takes a w ndow seat.
Tree takes a seat right beside him

TREE

So you ready for this?
ALEX

Yeah. | guess.

Justin takes a seat on the opposite end. Imediately puts
headphones in.

TREE
| still can’t believe Treyvon's
her e.

ALEX

Me either. It's not |like the coach
officially kicked himoff.

TREE
And it’s not |ike coach is gonna
play himeither.

| NTERCOM (O. S.)

We' || begin taxiing once the runway
cl ears.

Al ex stares out the w ndow.
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TREE

You ever been on a pl ane before?
ALEX

No.
TREE

Don't worry, we’'re not gonna crash.
Tree sm | es.

ALEX
(deadpan)
| woul d hope not, Tree.

| NT. LOS ANGELES- HOTEL- DAY

Al ex unpacks his bags in a extrenely |avish hotel room Ryan
al so unpacks his bag on his bed.

RYAN
Dude, this hotel is ridiculous. |
now see where ny tuition i s going.

ALEX
This is a nice hotel.

Al ex wal ks to the wi ndow and stares out. A beautiful LA city
under bl ue ski es.

RYAN
Sonme of us are gonna go out-- hit
the city. You wanna cone?

ALEX
Yeah, sure.

Al ex phone buzzes on the night stand.

RYAN
| wanna see the boul evard so bad.
Heard they’ ' re sonme hot ass girls
that walk with their asses out. |
mean the weather is perfect out

here. 1 shoul da’ packed ny sunmer
shit.

ALEX
Uh- huh.

Al ex | ooks at his buzzing phone. A private nunber. He
answers.
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ALEX
Yes it is..... Un yeah, of
course..... ["’msure | can find
it..... Ckay then Il see you
t hen.

Al ex hangs up.

RYAN
Who was that?

ALEX
It was a friend of mne | gotta
meet. | don’t think I can go out
wth you guys so |I’'ll catch you

| ater.

Al ex quickly heads out. Ryan confused on the matter.

EXT. BI STRO- DAY

Alex exits a cab and | ooks across the street. The bistro is
fancy with | avish outdoor seating. Two recruiters sit at a
round table wearing blazers and khakis. They drink coffee
and eat dani sh.

DAVE NUBI N (32) and MARC W LDE (35).
Al ex approaches. Dave points at Al ex, confirmng.

DAVE
Al ex Si mmons-- go ahead ahead and
take a seat.

Alex sits. Dave signals the waiter for another coffee.

DAVE
So the stars have aligned. W just
so happen to be in the city and saw
t hat your school’s playing the
state title at the Staples Center.

DAVE
Oh, |1'"m Dave by the way. Dave
Nubin. This is Marc Wlde. I'mthe
primary recruiter for O egon and
this is the team manager

They shake.

MARC
So, how you liking the city?
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DAVE
Miuch better than out there in the
east .

ALEX
Yeah-- | nmean, | just flew in but

yeah, the weather’s really nice.
Hoping to see nore of the city

| at er.

DAVE
Awesome, awesone-- well let’s get
down to business. Did you read our
letter?

ALEX
Yeah. | would like to conmt right
NOW.

Dave and Marc | ook at each ot her.

DAVE
That’'s great. So there's just one
t hi ng.

MARC

There’ s another kid that the head
coach has his eye on. He just
recently cane up-- fromsone snall
town in Indiana-- anyway, this kid
I's essentialy another point-guard
wth vaguely simlar skill sets to
you.

DAVE
W’ ve been pulling for you but the
coach has been hell bent on giving
this other kid a chance. So we cane
to a conprom se.

MARC
Since you're both playing in your
respective state titles, we're
gonna wei gh the options after and
cone to a decision on who we think
woul d best fit our organization.

Alex takes it in.

DAVE
So how we feeling? You understand?
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Al ex nods.

107.
ALEX
Yeah | do. No problem Just play
wel | .
DAVE

Exactly. Just keep doi ng what
you’ ve done.

MARC
Don't take it too hard. Trust ne,
the other kid doesn’'t have nuch on
you.

DAVE
And, again, we’'re pulling hard for
you so odds are heavily in your
favor. Coach is on the fence, you
just need to tip himover.

MARC
W' |l be at the gane tonight.

DAVE
Everybody’ s gonna be at the gane
toni ght. You guys gotta go up
agai nst those Xi no brothers.

MARC
It’Il be a good opportunity to
check out the future conpetition.
See how they play on a big stage.

DAVE
I f we could get those three though.
UCLA al ways gets the best. Wat is
it? The weather, the city, the
girls?

MARC
They only get enmi for one year.
Those ki ds are al ways one-and-done.

DAVE
Guess you're right.

Dave | ooks at Alex who sits quietly |listening.

DAVE
Ch jeez, ook how rude we are. It
was ni ce nmeeting you Al ex.

Al ex stands and shakes their hands.
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DAVE
W' || keep you i nforned.
ALEX
| just had one question.
DAVE
Go ahead.
ALEX
Any reason on where this other kid
cane from | nean the offer
letter...
DAVE
| know, | know - we apol ogi ze. But

don’t worry. This other kid he’s...
Dave | ooks to Marc for approval.

MARC
You didn't hear it fromne but he's
t he coaches nephew. That’s the only
up he’s got on you which neans
not hi ng.

DAVE
So don’t worry. Alright?

ALEX
Al right then, thank you.

They nod himoff. Al ex heads down the street.
| NT. DI NER- SUNSET

St. Benedict’'s basketball teamsit rather packed in a
classic diner, all still in warmup outfits. George stands
in the mddle next to assistant coach Tom He holds a w ne
gl ass.

GEORGE
So | wanted to commend you all on a
beauti ful season. And wanted to |et
you know that it’s been a wonderful
four years. Tree, Ryan, Justin,
M ke, Al ex, Northwestern Chad.

They all CHEER for Chad. Ceorge smles.

GEORGE
| wanted you all to know that life
will hit you with many things. I'm
( MORE)
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GECRCGE (cont’ d)
sure it’s hit you guys a couple
times and that’s okay. It certainly
hit me many, nany tinmes. But guess
what? I'’mstill standing here today
smling with you. Take control of
anyt hing you do and be the best at
everything you do. Putting in
one- hundred percent at everything
you do ensures that you'll go
through life with no regrets. And
if that’s one thing you take away
fromme, is tolive life with no
regrets.

A long silence.

GEORGE
Everybody in.

EVERYONE
Vic! To! Ry!

EXT/ I NT. STAPLES CENTER- NI GHT

EVERYONE (V. Q)
CRUSADERS! !

The exterior of the arena shines with nultiple neon |igh
The team enter through the |oading bay. Al ex sees multip
people on line waiting to get in through the front.

ts.
l e

He trails the team and conti nues. ..
LOADI NG BAY

... past workers and few phot ographers. They conti nue
wal king into...

CORRI DOR

an entrance hall and at the end of it, an opening to the
center court which showases a sliver of intensity of an
ongoi ng gane. The CROAD CHEERS.
The teamtakes a |left down a corridor into..
L OCKER- ROOM

The roomis spotless with polished wooden cubbi es and
pristine carpeting.

Menbers of the team put their bags down and dress in their
white and blue trinmed uniforns.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

Alex takes it all in and then stares at his jersey.

on the nane: SI MMONS

TEAMVATE
Fuck, | gotta throw up.

The teammate sprints out.

GEORGE
| f anybody el se has to do the sane,
| suggest you do it now.

Two nore kids sprint out.

GEORGE
That’'s right, get it all out.

Tree sits beside Al ex.

TREE
This is insane. You nervous?

ALEX
What do you want ne to say?

| NTERCOM (O. S.)
Non- public group four-- please nake
your way to the court. Non-public
group four-- please make your way
to the court.

TREE
Aw shit, here we go. W about to be
on TV.

ALEX

This shit’s tel evised?
GEORGE
Al right everyone, this is it. Now s
not the time to be canera shy--
let’s go.
Everyone gets up and heads out.
| NT. STAPLES CENTER- COURT

The team wal k through the gate onto the court.

110.

H s eyes

The arena is alnost full as spectators take their seats. The
court emts a golden glow under the intense spotlights.

Banners of Lakers chanpi onshi ps hang.

( CONTI NUED)
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Paparazzi take pictures of VIP guests. Al ex surrounded by
t he perpetual conmmotion the arena emts. The lights al nost
bl i ndi ng.

The teamtake it all in, overwhel ned, and conti nue down the
sideline onto their bench.

Al ex takes a seat and fiddles his fingers-- staring at the
vast arena.

ALPI NE HI LLS ACADEMY enter on the other side. Their black
j erseys nmenaci ng. The crowd cheers for themas they take to
t heir bench.

The buzzer BUZZES. It’s | oud and professional.
George wal ks in front of Al ex.

GEORGE
C non, get up. You' re starting.

Al ex’ s eyes w de.
| NT. COURT ROOM DAY

ATTORNEY
Wiy do you think he started you
over his own son?

ALEX
-1 don’t know.

ATTORNEY (Q.S.)
You said the coach was a selfish
person who gave his son speci al
treat nent.

ALEX
It was apart of his plan.

ATTORNEY
Excuse ne? Can you el aborate?

ALEX
He knew | woul d be nervous in front
of a cromd like this. Probably
t hought | would freeze up just like
bef or e.

ATTORNEY
But didn't you get over that? I
mean you played against nultiple
| arge school s and perforned well.
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ALEX
He saw it in ny eyes.

| NT. STAPLES CENTER- COURT
Al ex takes the court along with Tree, M ke, Ryan, and Chad.

Tree stands ready for the junp ball. Darcy al so stands
ready. More of a physical presence.

Tree nods at Alex. Alex slightly shifts his position. He
| ooks at the crowd and hears their roars. He then shakes his
head and snaps hinself out of it.

The referee tosses the ball up. Tree renmains grounded. Darcy
junps and tips the ball toward Vince.

Alex immedi ately steps in front of himand steals the ball

Vince tries to pressure Alex for a steal but his coach waves
himoff and directs the teamto a defensive formation.

Alex brings the ball to the top of the key where Vince
stands. The crowd’s cheers echo through the stadi um

Vi nce approaches to pressure but Al ex passes to M ke who
does a shot fake and drives to the rim Darcy cones over to
bl ock the shot but M ke passes to Tree.

Tree tries for the |layup but gets bl ocked from behi nd by
Vi nce.

Vince sprints up the court with the ball Iike a |oconotive.
He attacks the rimwith Tree and Chad there to defend. He
t akes contact and scores. The crowd roars.

The ball is in-bounded to Alex. Alex takes it up to the top
of the key. The crowds roars seem even | ouder this tine.

Al ex, sonewhat stiff, passes the ball to Chad. They set up
an isolation play for him Bryce stands tall in front of him
readi |y accepting the challenge. Chad enters a triple-threat
stance then drives hard baseline to the rim

Darcy turns his attention to himand runs up to bl ock. Chad
notices and in a panic, passes the ball to Al ex who stands
at the three-point |ine.

Vince runs up to try to block the shot but Alex gets it off
in timne.

It swi shes in.

Away 12 Home 20 Q1 4:23 on the clock
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VI NCE
So you wanna shoot? Alright then, |
got you.

Al ex stands at the top of the key in a defensive position.
He | ooks behind him- an isolation.

Vince dribbles slowy then explodes to the rim He easily
powers by Al ex, knocking himdown and dunks-- the easiest
| ooki ng basket.

GEORGE
Foul ref, foull

Ryan i n-bounds the ball

ALEX
(to Tree)
| need hel p on those.

Al ex dribbles the ball up.

TREE
| got ny hands full wth Darcy.

Al ex dribbles up to where Vince awaits.

Al ex dribbles slowy. Suddenly, Vince reaches in and
di srupts Alex’s dribble. The ball comes | oose but Al ex dives
on the floor and recovers it. He passes it to Ryan.

GEORGE
Movenent guys, novenent!!

Ryan does a crossover nove but can’t get by his defender. He
t hen passes back to Al ex.

Vince steps up to him A smirk on his face. Al ex then
dri bbl es and drives hard |eft.

Vince stays on him Alex the does a behind the back
crossover. Vince reads it the whole way through and steals
t he ball.

He takes the ball all the way to the other end and dunks.
The crowd roars. Alex stares into the vast arena. A whistle
bl ows. Ti neout by George.



114.

I NT. COURT ROOM DAY

A sil ence.

ATTORNEY
You were the one who perforned bad.
My client gave you the opportunity
and you under - perfor ned.

ALEX
| was starting to play better and
he knew so he took ne out.

ATTORNEY
M. Sinmmons, it seens that ny
client nmade a reasonabl e deci sion
t hat any ot her coach woul d have

made.
ATTORNEY
So where was Treyvon during al
t hi s?
ALEX
He was there, sitting at the end of
t he bench.
ATTORNEY

And did Treyvon ever |eave the
court-- to go to the bathroom or
for other reasons?

ALEX
| don’t know, | wasn’t keeping ny
eye on him

ATTORNEY
And by this point, have you seen
hi s brother, Deshawn?

ALEX
No.
ATTORNEY
Did Treyvon seem upset ?
ALEX
No.
ATTORNEY

Did you notice any difference in
hi s behavi or, deneanor?..
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ALEX
Wl |, he was quieter than usual.

| NT. STAPLES CENTER- COURT

Al ex stares at Treyvon. He sits still, face showi ng an
i ntense focus. The crowd cheers every shot Alpine Hlls
Acadeny nakes.

Justin Drives hard to the rimand passes to Chad who shot
fakes at the three-point line then drives and perfornms a
m d- range shot.

It goes in.

Darcy | aunches the ball down court to a wi de open Bryce.
Bryce has an uncontested path to the rimbut shoots a three
instead. It rattles in.

Ceorge yells out for Justin to nmake a play. Justin dribbles
to the top of the key and puts three fingers up.

Tree runs and sets a screen for Chad who runs around the
t hree-point |ine.

Justin does a crossover nove and passes it to Chad who
i mredi ately shoots the ball. Bryce junps to block and grazes
the ball. It falls short, right into Darcy’ s hands.

[ BEG N QUI CK MONTAGE]

Alpine Hlls continue to dom nate. Flashes of the
scoreboards point disparity. Dunk after score after dunk
after steal.

[ END MONTAGE]
| NT. COURT ROOM DAY

ATTORNEY
How upset were you at George?

ALEX
| was very upset.

ATTORNEY
Can you state exactly why you were
upset ?

The room dead silent. Al ex |ooks at Deshawn who stares

i ntensely back-- then to George whose stare is even sharper.
Al ex sighs.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 116.

ALEX
| was upset because because | felt
like I was being treated unfairly.

ATTORNEY
Upset enough to carry that hate on
toward Justin?

LAWER
(bj ection your honor!! Prosecution
is leading to an unreasonabl e
concl usi on- -

ATTORNEY
Your honor, | would like to rem nd
you that this is a professiona
Wi tness, | assure you everyone
wants to hear this.

LAWYER
No, this is leading to a ridicul ous
concl usi on- -

BANG BANG BANG
The judge bangs the hanmer.

JUDGE
| will have order!

The commotion settles down. The judge | ooks to the
prosecuting | awer.

JUDGE
The objection is overrul ed. Please
conti nue.

The attorney sets hinself. The | awer sits upset.

ATTORNEY
M. Simons. Did you have any
mal i ce toward Justin during this
ganme?

ALEX
Yes.

ATTORNEY
And you are on record to have been
absent fromthe ganme during this
time. Were did you go?
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ALEX
| went to the bat hroom

ATTORNEY
The bat hroom was | ocat ed down t he
hall fromthe | ocker-room |s that

correct.?
ALEX
Yes. Correct.
ATTORNEY
And in the | ocker-room was the
teami s | uggage-- including Justin’s

bag. Is that correct?

Al ex begins to catch on. H s understands where this is
headed.

ALEX
Yes.

ATTORNEY
And inside that bag was his bl ue
i nhal er.

| NT. STAPLES CENTER- CORRI DOR

Al ex is alone and places his head agai nst the wall
frustrated. H's eyes closed, fist clenched, thinking hard.
Two spectators wal k by, conversing.

SPECTATOR
This isn’t even a gane. The X np
bros are too good.

SPECTATOR #2
| know right? They gonna kill it at
UCLA.

SPECTATOR

What NBA team you think they go to.

SPECTATOR #2
Shit, if they all end up on the
Lakers they coul d be a chanpi onship
cont ender .

SPECTATOR

Lakers? Yeah fuckin right. W
noney’ s on the Knicks.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 118.

The conversation hits Alex hard. He | ooks at the two who
| ook back at him One whispers to the other and they both

gi ggl e.

He then | ooks | eft down the end of the hallway to see
Deshawn Mar cus wal ki ng. Deshawn turns the corner and
di sappears.

Al ex stares perpl exed.
| NT. COURT ROOM DAY

ALEX
He was wal king away from ne. He
didn't see ne, at least |I don't
t hi nk.

ATTORNEY
Did you see himwal k into or out of
t he | ocker-roonf

ALEX
| only saw hi mwal ki ng away from
ne.

ATTORNEY
wal ki ng away, huh? And where was
the | ocker roomdoor in relation to
you?

ALEX
It was in the mddle of the hall a
coupl e doors down fromthe
bat hroom

ATTORNEY
And was the | ocker-roomon the
ot her-side or was it between you
and Deshawn?

A beat. Al ex | ooks at Deshawn.

ALEX
It was between ne and Deshawn.

Sone conmotion ari ses.
ATTORNEY
And if you were to make a deci sion
on where Deshawn was conming from
woul d you think it was fromthe
| ocker-roon?

A | ong nonent.
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ALEX
Yes.

Even nore commoti on.

ATTORNEY
No further questions your honor.

| NT. STAPLES CENTER- COURT
Alex enters the court and takes a seat on the bench.

Away 24 Hone 59 Q2 :56 on the clock

GEORGE
Goddamm t, set the fucking screen!!

Vince runs a fast break down the mddle. Justinis the only
one who stands between himand the rim Vince drives his
shoul ders down and tries to power through Justin.

Justin takes heavy contact and contests the |ayup. Vince
powers his way up and scores the |ayup. A whistle.

Ceorge furious. The opposing coach cl aps.

Vince makes his first foul shot. The buzzer sounds. The
opposi ng coach substitutes Bryce and a teanmate.

RYAN
What the fuck are we doi ng?

CHAD
Dude, | don't know.

They both | ook at Justin who stands hunched and drenched in
sweat. He breathes heavy.

BENCH

Alex sits at the end. George stands frustrated. He gives
Al ex a hard | ook then focuses back on his clipboard.

ALEX
Coach, | think I can help out
t here.

CGeorge turns to Alex and gives a puzzled | ook.

ALEX
You just gotta give ne a chance.
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GEORGE
And why the hell would I do that?
ALEX
Because we need nore offense. |f--
GEORGE
You didn’t do anything out there.
On both ends.
ALEX

Your son isn’t doing rmuch better
Look if we--

GEORGE
You shut up! Don’t you tell nme how
to run this team If mnmy son played
t he whol e season, we would be in
t he sane exact situation-- right
here, right now.

(a beat)

Get confortabl e because you’' re not
com ng back in this gane.

The whol e bench stares at George and Al ex. Alex sits unable
to respond.

The crowd cheers.
COURT
Vi nce nmakes the second foul shot.

Justin brings the ball up. Vince now guards Chad. Justin
does qui ck crossover noves and gets by his defender--
driving to the rim

Darcy turns his attention to Justin. Justin junps hard for a
| ayup. Darcy cones behind and bl ocks the shot hard. Justin
falls to the ground. No whistle.

Ceorge furious. Alpine Hills recovers the ball and runs a
fast break.

Just imredi ately snaps up and sprints as hard as he can down
court. He cones behind the ball handl er and bl ocks the shot.
It goes out of bounds.

GEORGE

(to referee)
That's fucking bullshit!! He
fucking did that on purpose!
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ASST. COACH TOM
George, cal m down.

GEORGE
No, it’s fucking bullshit. Fuck
this refl!!

The referee | ooks at CGeorge and bl ows the whistle. He
thrusts his fist. An ejection.

Ceorge slams his clipboard hard.

GEORGE
WHAT!'! BULLSHI T!'! NO- - FUCK YOU!

Assi stant coach Tom hol ds hi m back along with two teanmmates.

The two teammates wal k George away. The referee continues
the ganme. The crowd roars.

Tree i n-bounds it to Justin.

Justin forces a fast-break and drives up court. About md
court, Justin suddenly falls hard to the ground.

He grabs his chest-- an asthnma attack. The referee blows the
whi stl e pausi ng the gane.

George notices before he exits and runs to Justin along with
assi stant coach Tom

ASST. CQOACH TOM
Shit, his inhaler is in the
| ocker-room Let ne get it.
Ceorge puts a hand on him stoppi ng Tom

CGEORGE
No, no, no.

He | ooks over to nen in suits in the stands.
GEORGE
(to players)
Grab him

ASST. CQOACH TOM
Are you crazy. Just--

George, along with two players, lift himup.
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GEORGE
(to Tom
You stay here and take over. My boy
wll be fine.

They quickly get Justin off the court.
| NT. LOCKER ROOVB

They set Justin down. George quickly gets the inhaler and
makes Justin inhale it. Justin’s breathing under control.

GEORGE
You good boy?

Justin nods his head and coughs. George sighs and sits back
inrelief.

| NT. STAPLES CENTER- COURT
Assi stant coach Tom | ooks at Al ex.

ASST. COACH TOM
Hey Alex. You' re in.

Alex slowy stands and wal ks on the court. Al three Xi np
bros still sit on the bench.

CHAD
Shit, I hope Justin's alright.
ALEX
Me too.
TREE
Yeah, dam.
RYAN
Dude, he’s tough. | seen worse.
He’ s gonna be fine, stay positive.
M KE
Yeah, Ryan’s right. Let’'s focus on
the game. I’'Il play point.
ALEX
No, | got it.
RYAN

You sure.
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ALEX
Yeah.

RYAN
Alright, we got thirty points to
make up.

The whistle blows. Alex brings the ball to the top of the
key. Tree sets a screen and Alex drives to the rim He
passes it out to Chad who hits a w de open three.

Al ex steals the ball and dribbles it up court. Al ex passes
it to Mke who cuts to the rimand scores.

Tree posts up and scores.
Chad does a fancy crossover nove and dunks it.

Away 44 Honme 67 O 3 9:12 on the clock

M ke dribbles it to the rimand passes it out to Ryan who
hits an open three.

Chad drives and does a spin nove floater

Alex gets a steal and throws it across court to Ryan who
dunks it.

Tree does a two handed sl am
Chad hits a three-pointer.
Away 57 Honme 70 @ 3 1:03 on the cl ock

The opposing coach calls tinmeout.

The t eam huddl e.

M KE
Wiy isn’t the coach putting them
in?

TREE

|t’s because he’'s that confident.

ASST. COACH TOM
Tree’s right. We’re barely staying
in this ganme when their best
pl ayers are off. He’'ll probably put
themin in the fourth.
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RYAN
They' re getting a nice rest too.

Al ex stares at them a noment. Vince | ooks back at him

ASST. COACH TOM
How are we? We good?

They all nod.

ASST. COACH TOM
Good. Conditioning shouldn’t be a
probl em for us.

CHAD
This is fun and all but what are we
gonna do when they conme back in?

ASST. CQOACH TOM
Sane thing we’ ve done all season.
Pl ay at our pace.

CHAD
Li ke that worked so well in the
first half.

ALEX
We're just gonna have to outscore
t hem

RYAN

(sarcastic)
Yeah, just |ike every fucking
basket bal | game ever.

TREE
No, | see where you're comng from
We don’t have a choi ce.
The referee blows the whistle.

ASST. CQOACH TOM
Just continue what you’ re doing.

The team takes the fl oor.

Away 66 Hone 69 O 4 12:00 on the clock

The buzzer sounds. Vince, Bryce and Darcy take the floor.
The ball is in-bounded to Vince.

Al ex steps up to defend. Vince drives hard to the rimfor an
easy | ayup.
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Al ex brings the ball up. Vince tries to steal the ball but
Al ex keeps it away. He passes to Mke who drives to the rim
froma screen set by Ryan

Darcy bl ocks the shot. Bryce recovers it and dribbles al
the way to the other side and scores. The crowd cheers.

Assi stant coach Tomcalls tineout. The team huddl es in.

ASST. COACH TOM
Al right guys we need nore novenent.
And better defense.

CHAD
It’s tough to get around Bryce nan.

ALEX
And I"mnot really contributing at
poi nt but 1’ve got an idea. Put
Treyvon in.

They all | ook at Al ex puzzl ed.
Away 71 Hone 83 O 4 3:56 on the clock

Bryce does a flashy crossover spin nove and shoots a
floater. It m sses.

Tree gets the rebound and runs the fast-break. He passes it
out to Chad who shoots the three. He m sses. Vince grabs the
r ebound.

Al ex guards Vince who gets into a triple threat stance.
Vince drives |eft then crosses right going to the rim Tree
slides over to help-- forcing Vince to pass it to Darcy, but
Treyvon steal s the ball

Treyvon sprints inpeccably fast up the court with the bal
and scores.

Vi nce passes the ball to Bryce who shoots a three in Chad s
face. It goes in.

Away 73 Horme 86 Q4 2:59 on the clock

Treyvon dribbles up court and does a |ightning fast
crossover conpletely blowi ng by his defender. He passes it
to Ryan who passes it to Al ex.

Al ex shoots the three and it goes in.

Darcy in-bounds the ball by launching it across court. Ryan
intercepts the ball and passes it to Tree who gets a quick

| ayup.
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The opposi ng coach calls tinmeout.

Away 75 Horme 86 Q4 2:24 on the clock

The team huddl es in.

ASST. COACH TOM
Al right guys, nice effort, nice
effort. We're playing nmuch better
now - just keep getting stops,
we're still inthis. We win this on
t he defensive end so watch the
screens and don't let any
m smat ches occur. CGot it?

They all nod. The whistle blows. They all take the fl oor.

ALEX
We're not getting anywhere. We're
in the sane spot we were at the
start of the quarter.

TREE
| know. It’s just |ike you said
we’' re gonna have to outscore 'em
ri ght here, right now

Vince brings the ball up. He passes it to Treyvon's defender
who shoots the three and scores. The crowd cheers.

Away 75 Hone 89 O 4 2:02 on the clock

Al ex stands at the corner three. He | ooks at the clock and
shakes hi s head.

Al ex runs around the three-point |ine. Treyvon passes the
ball to him He shoots and scores.

Vince brings the ball up and drives to the rim He forces a
layup but it msses. Tree gets the rebound and passes it to
Treyvon.

Treyvon di bbl es around the court making his defender chase
hi m

Bryce tries to trap Treyvon but he breaks free and passes it
to Chad who shoots a three. It m sses.

Al ex gets the rebound and runs to the three and takes a
shot. It goes in.

Away 81 Home 89 Q4 1:20 on the clock
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Al ex gets a steal, runs a fast break, and shoots a three--
it goes in.

Bryce misses a shot. Treyvon passes to Al ex who passes to
Ryan for the three. It swi shes in.

Alpine hills eats the clock and forces a m ssed shot.

Away 87 Honme 89 O 4 0:20 on the clock

Alex slowy dribbles up court. The crowd roars. Every player
fights for position.

Vi nce stands determ ned at the three. Alex notices the space
between them Alpine HIls coach screans for Vince to step

up.

He stares at the rimfor a |long nonent. Then passes to Ryan
who shoots a deep three.

The ball in the air forever until...
SW SH

The arena erupts. The entire teamcel ebrates in the mddle
of the court. Alex celebrates then |ooks up at the stands
and sees:

Ceorge is high up in the stands overl ooking the cel ebration
with a stoic face. Hmand Al ex’'s eyes neet.

A long stare anongst the comotion. The sound around fades.

A person then hastily approaches George and tells him
somet hi ng. Sonet hi ng urgent. CGeorge’ s facial expression
changes to worry as he runs off.

Al ex continues to stare at the now gone Ceorge.
| NT. COURT ROOM DAY

JUDGE
Has the jury cone to a verdict?

A JURCR st ands.

JUROR
Yes your honor. For the death of
Justin Francis Thonpson. This jury
has found m ster Deshawn Joshua
Marcus, guilty of first degree
nmur der .

Deshawn’s face still. Indifferent al nost.
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CGeorge has his head down, sighs, then | ooks to Al ex. Alex
| ooks back.

| NT. STAPLES CENTER- COURT

Al ex continues to stare and stare. A teamrate approaches to
congratul ate him and cel ebrate.

As he pulls himaway, Alex continues to stare. H s face now
bl ank-- dead al nost.

FADE QOUT:
END



