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FADE | N:

BLACK
Over it, we hear a thenme song and..

VA CE
(Fenmal e)
Ladi es and gentl enen, welcone to
our weekly program..

We continue to hear the voice and then we go to..

INT. V.I1.A STATION - STUDI O - DAY

A WOVAN sits with a YOUNG MAN in an interview. She is the
HOST (45), the person we are hearing her voice. She is
| ooking at the canera as she conti nues.

HOST
...of intellectuals in our society.
| am your host M chell e Davidson.
In this week’s episode, we wel cone
one of our illustrious sons from
the U S. He is none other than M.
St ephen Ekwekwe.

(To Stephen)

M. Ekwekwe, you are welconed to
our programe.

STEPHEN
Thank you.

He waves to the screen rather awkwardly. We | ook cl osely at
hi m

He is 34. Sad eyes. He has not shaved for a few days. He
| ooks a bit restless as if he will rather be sonewhere el se
doi ng sonet hi ng el se.

HOST
| " m sure everyone will be excited
to hear your story.

Silence. Stephen’'s gaze is fixed to the floor.
HOST ( CONTD)

(Quietly)
M. Ekwekwe?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

STEPHEN
| thought this programre is
supposed to be about science.

HOST
Yes it is.

STEPHEN
Wiy do i have to tell people about
nmysel f ?

HOST

We hope to inspire our young
under gr aduat es i n hi gher
institutions.

STEPHEN
| hardly see nyself as inspiring.

HOST
You are, M. Ekwekwe. You have
already witten your name in the
worl d’ s history books while nost of
your mates are still eating from
their nother’s plates.

This seens to strike sonmething in Stephen.

STEPHEN
Do you think i am better than al
of then? Do you think i amsmarter?

HOST
You had straight A's in school.
STEPHEN
A | ot of people had straight A's in
school .
HOST
You are different.
STEPHEN
| was | ucky.
HOST

To have straight A s?

STEPHEN
No. To rmake sonmething out of it. A
greater percentage of people with
straight A's in school ended up
W thout a job. The ones that do

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

Si | ence.

The thenme
our Vi ew.
upset and

manager ,

STEPHEN (cont’ d)
have a job are barely maki ng ends
nmeet. Whay? Because they are
ordinary first class graduate. You
don’t earn respect in this country
by the intellectual things you are
capabl e of doing. You earn respect
by how much noney you acquired or
if I may say, steal

Beat .
HOST
(To the canera)
W will take a short break and we

will be right back.

song sounds again and the make up crew cone into
They try to redress the Host’s makeup but she is

waves them away.
A man enters our view. This is Stephen’ s personal aide and
PATRI CK, 30.
HOST ( CONTD)

(To Patri ck)
Pl ease talk to him He can’'t go on
i ke this.

PATRI CK
(To Stephen)
| thought we di scussed behavi our on
caner a.

STEPHEN
This wasn’t the interview you told
ne.

PATRI CK
St eve, please get yourself together
and in an hour, we will be out of
here. Renenber, you have a | oca
flight to catch in...
(Looks at his watch)
1 hour 57 m nutes.

STEPHEN
What ? | thought | had the whol e
day.

PATRI CK

Not anynore.

( CONTI NUED)
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Patrick steps back out of view The Host adjust herself
as. ..

SHOW DI RECTCR
W are back in 5...4..

The director counts down with his fingers as we hear the
t heme song agai n.

HOST
Vel cone back. If you are just
joining us, we are here once again
on anot her episode of intellectuals
in our society...
(So on)

As we continue to hear her voice, we go to --

EXT. STEPHEN S HOUSE - TO ESTABLI SH

W are | ooking at a house built in the 70's. 4 roons and a
sitting room To the left and right of the house are tal
bui | di ngs whi ch are students | odges.

Qur house of interest |ooks kind of odd and out of place.

| NT. KI TCHEN - MORN NG
A kettle sits on a stove at a corner.

A much younger Stephen sits reading a book. H s eyes noving
qui ckly fromone end of the page to another. He quickly
turns a page and continues to read. Alnost as if he is
scanni ng t hrough t he book.

An ol der worman enters. She is Stephen’s grandma (68).
Chubby. She has a plate of raw pap with her.

GRANDVA
s the water ready?

STEPHEN
It will be ready in 6 seconds.

And al nost imrediately, the water starts boiling. W see the
steam escape fromthe kettle' s nouth

STEPHEN ( CONTD)
If the kettle is clean, it takes
approximately 7 m nutes 14 seconds
for the water to boil. If it is

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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STEPHEN ( CONTD) (cont’d)
covered in soot, it takes
approximately 12 m nutes 23 seconds
to boil.

GRANDMA
Go get ready for school.

St ephen | eaves.

| NT. STEPHEN S ROOM - MORNI NG

Books scatters on the bed. One of themis a textbook and
light blue in colour. "Principle of Biochem stry" is witten
boldly on it.

Anot her one is a novel and witten on it is "Fathers and
sons".

St ephen enters our view. Ready for school

GRANDMA (O. S)

(Calls out)
St ephen, you are going to be late
for school!
STEPHEN
(Cal I s back)

" mcom ng grandna!

I NT. SITTI NG ROOM - MORNI NG

Grandma is sitting turning the plate of pap. Stephen enters.
She | ooks hi mover. Sm | es.

GRANDNVA
Cone over here child.

St ephen wal ks over and they hug.
GRANDNMA ( CONTD)
Education is the key nmy child.
Al ways renmenber that.

STEPHEN
Ckay grandma.

GRANDVA
And nmake sure you. .

St ephen finishes for her.

( CONTI NUED)
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STEPHEN
...Stay out of trouble. I know
gr andma.
GRANDVA
Sit down and eat.
STEPHEN
| can’t. I'malready |ate.

He starts for the door.
GRANDMA
You can’t go to school on an enpty
st omach.
He turns and scoops a spoon of the pap into his nouth and
bef ore she could protest, he is out of the door.
EXT. STEPHEN S HOUSE - MORNI NG

St ephen wal ks out and into the streets.

EXT. STREETS - MORNI NG

He wal ks and pass people. Al are young and they are
st udent s.

Friends chat and | augh as they wal k

Some ot hers have ear phones on and noddi ng their heads.

2 boys stands and hails a third who joins them

We hear |oud nusic froma car whose driver is driving a
little roughly. The wi ndows are rolled down as it passes us
and we nake out 5 or 6 students in it.

St ephen wal ks al one. He flags down a TRI CYCLE (a. k.a "KEKE
NAPEP" )

| NT. KEKE NAPEP - DAY

St ephen enters.

STEPHEN
School gate.

As the driver pulls away.

( CONTI NUED)
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STEPHEN ( CONTD)
Hey, | renmenber you. You are GCsita.
You had 4.53 G P. A |l ast year

OSI TA
4.83 actually. Graduated top of ny
class. That’'s nme 2 years ago. You
are probably wondering what |I'm
doing driving this.

STEPHEN
Uhm . .

CSI TA
This is the kind of job a N gerian
degree can get a |l ow cl ass

i ndi vidual |ike me.

(Then)
Just pray you don’'t end up this
way.

EXT. UNI VERSI TY COMPOUND - MORNI NG

It is a new academ ¢ year. The atnosphere is lively.
Students are noving about doi ng what students do.
EXT. BI OCHEM STRY DEPARTMENTAL BUI LDI NG - DAY

St ephen wal ks in the crowd. He reaches the building. 2 boys
are talking in | ow tones. Stephen wal ks past them

BOY #1
Speak of the devil.

They glare at Stephen as he enters one of the cl assroons.

BOY #2
| wish this guy is not in this
depart nent.

BOY #1
| wish he is not a student here at
al | .

| NT. CLASSROOM - MORNI NG

St ephen settles down at the back of the class. O her
students enter and sit down. Stephen sits al one.



| NT. BI OCHEM STRY DEPARTMENTAL BUI LDI NG - MORNI NG

2 men are wal king. One of themis the Head of the
departnment, PROFESSOR | DAH, 46.

The other one wearing a spectacle is AKACHUKWJ ONYI A, 31. A
junior lecturer in the sane departnment. He | ooks nore of 21
than 31. He has boyish features. No bears at all.

PROFESSOR | DAH
The departnent has deci ded to nove
you to an office.
(Beat)
You shoul d count yourself | ucky.

AKACHUKWJ
| hope i get my own now.

Prof essor Idah stops. dares at him Akachukwu swallows a
I unp.

PROFESSOR | DAH
You get your own office when i say
so.

He wal ks away. Akachukwu follows him They reach an office.

| NT. AKACHUKWJ S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS
They enter.

PROFESSOR | DAH
This is it.

Akachukwu | ooks around. There are 2 desks. The room seens a
bit small for 2 adults to share. Akachukwu is clearly
di sappoi nted. He expected nore.

Prof essor |dah wal ks away.
AKACHUKWJ
(To hinsel f)
Who woul d have guessed?
| NT. AKACHUKWJ S OFFI CE - M NUTES LATER
Akachukwu is carrying piles of papers and files. He enters

and dunps themon the desk. Lets out breathe. Straightens
hi nsel .

( CONTI NUED)
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At a corner, a little shelf houses papers, scientific
journals, scientific articles, student’s sem nal reports,
projects etc. He has noved in.

Prof essor |dah appears at the door.

PROFESSOR | DAH
Are you not done yet?

AKACHUKWU
Al npst, sir.

Prof essor Idah gives hima PRI NTED RESULT SHEET. Akachukwu
takes it.

PROFESSOR | DAH
Make phot ocopi es and put that on
t he notice board.

AKACHUKWJ
| have a class in less than 10
m nut es.

PROFESSOR | DAH
| don’t care. Get it done today.

He wal ks away. Akachukwu | ooks at the paper. There are
nanmes, registration nunbers and grades of about 40 students
on it. The grades are poor.

A young femal e Lecturer enters and sits in the other chair.
She shares the office wth Akachukwu.

FEMALE LECTURER
| hope you are getting ready.

AKACHUKWJ
Ready for what?

FEMALE LECTURER
For the annual school quiz
conpetition. Have you found soneone
to represent the faculty?

AKACHUKWJ
(Si ghs)
No, Not yet.

FEMALE LECTURER
You don’t have a lot of tine.

( CONTI NUED)
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AKACHUKWJ
| know. I will worry about that
| at er.

I NT. CLASSROOM - DAY

Students are seated. Akachukwu is in front of them He is
rounding up his lecture on glycol ytic pathway..

AKACHUKWJ
...We arrive at pyruvate which is
t he product of glycolysis. W wll
stop here today. Any questions?
(Beat)
As usual, no questions.

St ephen rai ses his hand.

AKACHUKWJ
Yes?

St ephen stands. The 2 boys we saw earlier exchange gl ances.

STEPHEN
Sir, i have been interested in
sugars for a while and i have been
wondering how they are transported
fromtheir point of storage to the
cells that need then?

AKACHUKWJ
Good question. Do you know what
G uts are?

STEPHEN
Yes sir. They are sugar
transporters found on cells through
whi ch sugars enter the cells.

Students begin to nurnur.

AKACHUKWJ
You have answered your question.
STEPHEN
No sir, i have not.
Everyone keeps qui et.
AKACHUKWJ

What is your nane?

( CONTI NUED)
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STEPHEN
St ephen Ekwekwe.

AKACHUKWJ
Ckay, M Ekwekwe. Can you rephrase
your question?

STEPHEN
Sir, you just told us that glucose
is stored in the liver in the form
of gl ycogen.

AKACHUKWU
That’ s right.

STEPHEN
And the A uts are found on the
surfaces of... let’s say, the cells
of the heart.

AKACHUKWU
Ckay.

STEPHEN

Now, how wi |l the sugars nove from
the liver to the heart?

AKACHUKWJ
Thr ough t he bl ood.
STEPHEN
How will the liver cells push the

sugars out into the bl ood?

Si | ence. Akachukwu searches his brain for the answer. He
stands there | ooking at Stephen. Beat.

AKACHUKWJ
Everyone, this is your assignnent
and it will be submtted next
tomorrow. It is 10 marks. So be
serious with it.
(To Stephen)
See me in ny office right away.

Al'l the students begin to murnmur. They are not happy with
our guy.

Akachukwu wal ks out and all the students start accusing
St ephen of asking a question.

St ephen gat hers his books. Reaches the door.

( CONTI NUED)
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STEPHEN
Just so you know, I'mthe next big
thing waiting to happen in this

school .

The students burst into a rain of insult on Stephen as he
wal ks out .

| NT. BI OCHEM STRY DEPARTMENTAL BUI LDI NG - DAY

Akachukwu wal ks up to the notice board and pins the results.

| NT. AKACHUKWJ S OFFI CE - DAY
Akachukwu sits. Stephen stands.

AKACHUKWJ
Your nane sounded fam liar when you
said it in class earlier. Then it
struck ne. | read your concl usion
on how plants consune sugar in the
| ast exam Which textbook did you
get that?

STEPHEN
No textbook sir. It’s just
sonet hing 1’ m al ways t hi nki ng.

AKACHUKWJ
2 things. (1) I"'minpressed. (2)
It’s worth | ooking into.

STEPHEN
It’s just a concl usion. Probably
not hi ng seri ous.

AKACHUKWJ
St op underm ni ng yoursel f.
(Beat)
Anyway, there is sonething else. |
have chosen you to represent the
faculty in the quiz conpetition.

STEPHEN
VWhat ? No.

AKACHUKWJ
Wy ?

( CONTI NUED)
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STEPHEN
The quiz is stupid. I will rather
be doi ng sonething el se.
| NT. BI OCHEM STRY DEPARTMENTAL BUI LDI NG - DAY

Students gather at the notice board to check their results.
Their faces do not | ook good. Mdst of themfailed.

A girl checks her result and junps up in joy.

G RL #1
Yes!

G RL #2
What did you get?

G RL #1
40. E.
EXT. BI OCHEM STRY DEPARTMENTAL BUI LDI NG - DAY

St ephen wal ks out. The 2 boys that dislike himare here. For
sonme reason, they are happy at the nonent.

BOY #1
St udent Professor. How you dey?

BOY #2
You don see result?

St ephen | ooks at themin surprise.
BOY #1
Nobody get A.
| NT. BI OCHEM STRY DEPARTMENTAL BUI LDI NG - DAY
St ephen stares at the result on the notice board. He is
upset .
EXT. BI OCHEM STRY DEPARTMENTAL BUI LDI NG - DAY

Prof essor Idah wal ks to his car. Stephen hurries over to
hi m

STEPHEN
Sir, i will like to talk to you

Prof essor Idah didn't stop.

( CONTI NUED)
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PROFESSOR | DAH

About what ?

STEPHEN
The result. Cell and nol ecul ar
bi ol ogy.

PROFESSOR | DAH
Come to nmy office tonorrow.

He reaches his car and brings out the key.

STEPHEN
You gave ne a B, sir.

The professor opens his car door.

STEPHEN ( CONTD)
| deserve an A.

Prof essor | dah stops. Turns to Stephen. Looks hi m over.

PROFESSOR | DAH
What did you just say?

STEPHEN
| answered all your questions and
wote all there is to wite. So, i
feel i deserve an A in your course
sir.

PROFESSOR | DAH
You deserve an A? How funny.

He enters his car and drives away.

| NT. BOOKSHCP - DAY

Stephen enters. still upset. A girl approaches. She is
JULIET (21). Pretty. In the way that nmakes your jaw drop.

JULI ET
Do you need anyt hi ng?

STEPHEN
Yes. 80 | eaves exerci se book.

Juliet brings one and hands it over to him

JULI ET
Anyt hi ng el se?

( CONTI NUED)
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STEPHEN
Pen.

Juliet brings a pen and gives to him
JULI ET
It’s going to finish before the end
of the senester.
Stephen is |ost.

JULI ET ( CONTD)
The book.

STEPHEN
Oh... It'’s not for |ectures.
EXT. STEPHEN S HOUSE - DAY

Grandma is out spreadi ng washed cl ot hes. Stephen wal ks into
our Vi ew.

GRANDMA
You are hone early.

He didn’'t say anything. He enters the house. Grandnma sighs.

| NT. STEPHEN S ROOM - DAY

St ephen takes out the EXERCI SE BOOK from his bag. He takes a
seat. Places the book and the pen on the desk. Stares at
themfor a while. Like he is summoning his inner self.

Then he picks up the pen. Opens the book and starts witing.

ON SCREEN: 03:45 PM

| NT. STEPHEN S ROOM - SAME

Stephen is now on the floor. He is still witing. He is at
the m ddl e of the book.

ON SCREEN: (9: 38 PM
He wites for a while and stops. He stares into space.

STEPHEN (V. O
| was di sappoi nt ed.



16.

I NT. V.I.A STATION - STUDI O - DAY
St ephen and the Host from the opening sequence.

STEPHEN
That was the first tinme it dawned
on ne that nost if not all our
t eachers feed students what was fed
to them when they were students.

HOST
Teachers do not know everyt hi ng.

STEPHEN
At | east, he should have pointed ne
to a direction.

HOST
Movi ng on. W don’t have to know
about the girls you nmet while in
school . Just the part --

STEPHEN
Everyone i tal k about today
contributed sonmething to get ne
where i amright now.
(Beat)
| did a lot of research

HOST
VWhat research?

STEPHEN
The assi gnment .

| NT. STEPHEN S ROOM - ANOTHER NI GHT
A lot of textbooks are on the floor beside Stephen. Stephen

sits reading one of them A knock and them G andma opens the
door.

GRANDNA
St ephen, your food is getting cold.
STEPHEN
(Wt hout | ooking up)
| m com ng.

G andma sighs and cl oses the door behind her. Stephen is
still inmrersed in his reading.



17.

I NT. UNI VERSI TY LI BRARY - DAY
Stephen is reading a big Biochem stry textbook. About 5 or 6
others are on the desk. They are as big as the one he is
r eadi ng.
| NT. CYBERCAFE - DAY
St ephen is browsing the web.
COMPUTER SCREEN. W see a headi ng that says "Science direct”
and just below it we see the words "No search found”
| NT. AKACHUKWJ S OFFI CE - DAY
Akachukwu sits with Stephen.
AKACHUKWJ

You want nme to give your class
anot her assi gnnent ?

STEPHEN
Yes sir.
AKACHUKWJ
Wiy will i do that?
STEPHEN
Because the question has no answer.
Yet .
AKACHUKWJ

You are ki ddi ng.

STEPHEN
The worl d does not know in details,
t he mechani sm of the efflux of
sugars in the human body. At | east
not yet.

AKACHUKWJ
How did you know t hat ?

St ephen opens his bag and brings out a paper. The EXERCI SE
BOX falls out. He didn’t know. He gives the paper to
Akachukwu. Akachukwu goes through it. Beat.

AKACHUKWU ( CONTD)

You are definitely going for the
qui z conpetition.

( CONTI NUED)
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STEPHEN
But - -

AKACHUKWJ
No buts.

Akachukwu stands and goes over to the books on the little
shelf. He takes the quiz manual and offers it to Stephen.

AKACHUKWU ( CONTD)
The rul es. Take it.

St ephen reluctantly takes the nanual .

AKACHUKWU ( CONTD)
And read books on current affairs.
You will be fine.

St ephen |l eaves. Only then did Akachukwu see the EXERCI SE
BOOX on the floor. He picks it up.

| NT. STEPHEN S HOUSE - SI TTI NG ROOM - DAY

Grandma is here with a man. He is Stephen’s uncle, CLEM
(40’s). They are in the mddle of a conversation.

UNCLE CLEM
Mama, |et nme build a bigger house
here. Al our nei ghbours have done
that and they are nmaking bi g noney.

GRANDNA
It is not ny concern. My only
concern is Stephen. He must finish
school .

UNCLE CLEM
No one is disputing that. | pay his
school fees renenber.

GRANDNA
That boy is too smart not to have
at | east a degree. You see about
that and his trust fund will get
himstarted after school.

Uncle O emis not happy with this.
UNCLE CLEM

Why are you hol ding ne back, Mama?
It’s not as if i gave birth to him

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 19.

GRANDNA
You are conplaining. You are taking
care of your brother’s son and you
are conpl ai ni ng.

CLEMENT
Mama, Stephen is a smart kid but
educati on makes no difference
around here. He mght as well start
something with his trust fund now.

GRANDMA
(Stern)
Bef ore you build anythi ng here,
Stephen will finish school and you
wi Il make certain of that.

As Uncle G emcontinues to plead, we see Stephen’s door is
ajar. He slowy closes it.

| NT. STEPHEN S ROOM - MORNI NG

St ephen picks his bag and | ooks for the EXERCISE BOOK. It is
not there. He | ooks sone nore. It’'s nowhere to be found. He
searches his room Not hi ng.

I NT. AKACHUKWJ S OFFI CE - MORNI NG

Akachukwu picks the EXERCI SE BOOK and stares at it for a
while. Then he opens it and slowy sits in his chair.

THE EXERCI SE BOOK: As he turns the pages, we see witings,
drawi ngs, structures, nunbers and sone scientific equations.

To us, these things are jargon.

| NT. PROFESSOR | DAH S OFFI CE - DAY

The Professor is sitting in his chair reading a journal.
St ephen enters.

STEPHEN
Good day sir.

The Professor |ooks at himand goes back to his journal.

STEPHEN ( CONTD)
| am here about the result.

(Beat)
Sir, with all due respect, | want a
remar k.

( CONTI NUED)
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The Professor drops the journal.

PROFESSOR | DAH
What is your nane?

STEPHEN
St ephen Ekwekwe.

PROFESSOR | DAH
Li sten. | have been teaching that
course for 11 years and no one has
ever got a Btalk nore of an A |
broke my code to give you a B

STEPHEN
A code?

PROFESSOR | DAH
Grade Ais for ne. Gade Bis for a
genius. Cis for intelligent
students. Dis for those that wet
my throat. E and F are for others.

STEPHEN
| have never gotten anything | ess
than an A, sir.

PROFESSOR | DAH
Was that suppose to inpress nme?
Look here Stephen Ekwe...

STEPHEN
Ekwekwe.

PROFESSOR | DAH
| amthe head of this departnent
and what i say is what you will do
whet her you like it or not. Now,
| eave ny office.

STEPHEN
So you do admit |I’ma geni us.

The Professor’s eye brows narrows.

STEPHEN ( CONTD)
Grade B is for genius. | guess A
will be for imortals.

PROFESSOR | DAH
Do you want to graduate or spend
the rest of your life shoveling
shit?

( CONTI NUED)
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(Beat)
Choose your next words carefully
boy. It mght alter your life.

St ephen sl oWy wal ks away.

| NT. DEAN S QUTER OFFI CE - DAY

St ephen cl oses the door and | eaves our view. He is upset. W
see the inscription on the door. It says "Dean".

I NT. VICE CHANCELLOR' S QUTER OFFI CE - DAY

The Vice Chancellor’s secretary sits as Stephen hands over a
brown envel ope to her. She takes it.

SECRETARY
The V.Cwll go through it and he
w |l get back to you.

St ephen | eaves.

The secretary opens the envel ope and brings out a letter.
She holds it to read and we slowy MOVE IN on the letter.

As we slowy MOVE OQUT, we notice a DI FFERENT HAND hol di ng
the letter and then we realize we are in...

| NT. PROFESSOR | DAH S OFFI CE - DAY

Prof essor Idah is holding the |letter. He drops it on his
desk and sits back in his chair.

| NT. BI OCHEM STRY DEPARTMENTAL BUI LDI NG - DAY

Akachukwu and the young femal e | ecturer rounds the corner to
find...

St ephen standing with Professor |dah, who is doing
everything he can to intimdate the boy and put himin his
pl ace.

PROFESSOR | DAH
(Irate)
... What you are is an ignorarmnus.
You think the Vice Chancellor can
hel p you? Who do you think you are?
| don’t know how you managed to
make A's since your first year..

( CONTI NUED)
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As we continue to hear Professor Idah giving it to Stephen
in the background, we turn to..

AKACHUKWU AND FEMALE LECTURER

They stand side by side. The female | ecturer is inpressed
with Stephen’s record.

FEVMALE LECTURER
Wow,

AKACHUKWJ
| know.

BACK TO PROFESSOR | DAH AND STEPHEN.

PROFESSOR | DAH
...fromthis nonment, your |uck has
ran out. The Dean cannot hel p you.
The V.C cannot help you. | am
bi gger than all of them put
together. You just made natters
worse for yourself in this
departnment boy. Now, |eave ny
si ght .

St ephen wal ks away. Professor Idah turns. d ares at
Akachukwu and the small crowd around. Wthout been told,
t hey di sperse i medi ately.

EXT. UNI VERSI TY COVPOUND - DAY

St ephen sits in a lonely place. No student in sight. Juliet
is wal king by. She sees him and goes over.

JULI ET
Hel | o.
STEPHEN
H . What are you doi ng here?
JULI ET
| thought you m ght need sone
conpany.
STEPHEN
Yeah. kay.

Juliet sits beside him

( CONTI NUED)
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JULI ET
You are always al one Stephen.

STEPHEN
You know nmy nane?

JULI ET
Everyone knows your nane. You are
qui te popul ar.

STEPHEN
| anf
JULI ET
Everyone knows the boy that bangs
A S.
STEPHEN
Vel |l that streak has been broken.
JULI ET
What ?
STEPHEN

Apparently, a professor in ny
departnent di sagrees with ny brain.
He gave ne a B

JULI ET
s that why you feel sorry for
your sel f?

STEPHEN
| deserve an A. | knowi wll have

at least 90 marks. He deliberately
gave ne 69.

Juliet is silent for a nonent. Beat.

JULI ET
It doesn’t change anyt hing.
STEPHEN
What ?
JULI ET
It hasn’t changed your first class
status. | think your problemis
that you set high standards for
your sel f.

St ephen stares at her.

( CONTI NUED)
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STEPHEN (V. O
| don’t know her at all but in 3
m nut es, she has di agnosed ne.

STEPHEN
Are you a student here?
JULI ET
Yes. Part tine.
STEPHEN
Cour se of study?
JULI ET
Psychol ogy.

STEPHEN (V. O
| didn’t know where | got the
i dea. . .

INT. V.I1.A STATION - STUDI O - DAY

STEPHEN
...but for sone reason, i have
al ways seen Psychol ogy as creepy.

HOST
Psychol ogy is good. They study
human behavi ours and nore.

STEPHEN
Well, | don't see it that way.

HOST
Bef ore your were discovered, how
did you manage to keep a | ow

profile?

STEPHEN
| don’t have friends in school.
was al ways... by nyself. Besides,

didn’t go to class for nost of ny
first and second year.

HOST
Why ?

STEPHEN
| al ready know what they will
t each.

( CONTI NUED)
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HOST
Was it that easy for you?
STEPHEN
It was never easy. | just preferred

readi ng on ny own.

HOST
Some might think you are afraid of
your teachers.

STEPHEN
No. What i felt and still feel for
themis pity.

HOST
Why t hat ?

STEPHEN
Because they are always angry. They
work so hard and earn very little.
Sonetinmes, they don't get paid for
nont hs.

Everyone is silent. Beat.
STEPHEN ( CONTD)
So, the quiz conpetition.
| NT. BOOKSHOP - EVEN NG

St ephen and Juliet sits. They are in the mddle of a
conversati on.

JULI ET

You don’t want to go?
STEPHEN

The quiz is dunb. Even if i have

m nus 100 points, i will still wn.
JULI ET

Don't be too sure.

Juliet stands and goes to the shelf. She brings a book on
current affairs and gives it to him

JULI ET ( CONTD)
You will need this.

( CONTI NUED)
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STEPHEN
No, | don't.

JULI ET
St ephen, just do it. For ne.

St ephen takes the book.

PRELAP t he cl appi ng and cheering of students.

I NT. UNI VERSI TY AUDI TORI UM - DAY

There are 2 nen and a woman sitting on the stage facing the
students. They are THE PANEL

On stage are 10 chairs. 6 enpty and 4 occupi ed by the
remai ni ng contestants. Al have been issued with a witing
mat eri al and they have nunbers pinned to their clothes.

W spot Stephen anong them He has the nunber 10. The race
is on and they are in the mddle of the quiz.

ADM NI STRATOR #1
Contestant 6, pick a question.

CONTESTANT 6
Question number 89.

ADM NI STRATOR #1
In what year did N geria abolish
its 3 region structure and created
12 states?

Contestant 6 thinks for sone tinme and the buzzer goes off.
ADM NI STRATOR #1
Your tine is up.

(To all Contestants)
The question is open.

CONTESTANT 3

1958
ADM NI STRATOR #1
W ong.
CONTESTANT 10 ( STEPHEN)
1974
ADM NI STRATOR #1
W ong.
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CONTESTANT 5
1967

ADM NI STRATOR #1
Correct.

There are cheers and cl apping fromthe audi ence. W notice
it is fromone side. Probably students fromcontestant 5 s
facul ty.

ADM NI STRATOR #1 ( CONTD)
We have come to the end of this
section. Let us hear the results.

ADM NI STRATOR #2
(Reads out from a paper)
At the end of this section,
contestant 3 scored 9 points,
contestant 5 scored 18 points,
contestant 6 scored 10 points while
contestant 10 scored 18 points.

INT. V.I1.A STATION - STUDI O - DAY

HOST

A tie. Looks like you were | ucky.
STEPHEN

| purposely did it. I didn’'t want

to create the inpression that al
the questions were a joke to ne.

I NT. UNI VERSI TY AUDI TORI UM - DAY
Back to the quiz conpetition.

ADM NI STRATOR #1
W will like to bid contestants 3
and 6 farewell. This is the end of
the road for them

Contestants 3 and 6 nove off the stage.

ADM NI STRATOR #1 ( CONTD)
This is the final round. When the
gquestion is asked, contestants are
required to wite the answers and
show us. If one of you gets it
right, the person wns. If both of
you get it right or wong, we ask
anot her question. Is that clear?

( CONTI NUED)
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STEPHEN CONTESTANT 5
d ear. Yes sir.

ADM NI STRATOR #1
We start. What is the full neaning
of NASA?

St ephen and contestant 5 wite sonething on the paper they
have and submt. The adm nistrator |ooks at it and then...

ADM NI STRATOR #1
Looks Ii ke we have a winner. He is
contestant 10, Stephen Ekwekwe.

There are cheers fromthe audi ence but Stephen just sits
there. H s face deadpan

EXT. UNI VERSI TY AUDI TORI UM - LATER

Akachukwu stands shaki ng hands with Lecturers from ot her
departnents and faculties.

Students trickle out and Stephen steps out. Akachukwu goes
over to him

AKACHUKWJ
| know what you were doing during
t he qui z.

St ephen | ooks at him

AKACHUKWU ( CONTD)
You purposely failed sone
guesti ons.

STEPHEN
It doesn’'t matter.

AKACHUKWJ
Don't do that in the state
conpetition.

They pose for a photographer to take their picture.

HOST (V. O
Did you do it again?

STEPHEN (V. O
Yes, at the state conpetition
Though i won, i had other things in
m nd.



| NT. STEPHEN S ROOM - MORNI NG

MONTAGE: St ephen practices a speech.

- - St ephen st ands.

He cl ears

--He sits

STEPHEN
Wul d you |ike to go out to dinner
with me sone tine?
(To hinsel f)
No no no, i need to make it sound
i nportant to ne.

his throat.

STEPHEN ( CONTD
Juliet, if not for you, i wouldn’t
have won the two conpetitions. |
will like to take you out to thank
you... No no, that is not romantic
at all.

on the bed, shoul ders strai ght and chest out

STEPHEN
Juliet, will you go out with ne?

--He stands with hands in his pocket.

STEPHEN
You are the only friend i have. |
will like to celebrate ny success

with you. Go out with ne.

--He is down on one knee.

STEPHEN
Go out to dinner with ne. W will
cel ebrate together.
(To hinself)
Are you proposing?

--He stands and stares in space.

STEPHEN
You can do this. Just take a deep
breathe, walk up to her and say it.
Ckay. kay.

29.
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EXT. UNI VERSI TY LI BRARY - DAY

St ephen stands outside. Juliet cones out.

Ankwar d si

STEPHEN
Hi .
JULI ET
Hi .
STEPHEN
| have been | ooki ng everywhere for
you.
JULI ET
|s there a problenf
STEPHEN
No -- no problem | wanted to thank

you for the book you gave ne. It
real ly hel ped.

JULI ET
kay.

STEPHEN
And that i will be going to Lagos
for the national quiz conpetition
next week.

JULI ET
That’'s good.

| ence between them
JULI ET ( CONTD)

Is there sonething el se you would
like to say?

STEPHEN
Uh... | uh... It’s just that...
uh. .
JULI ET
St ephen?
STEPHEN
(Fast)

Me you di nner together.

JULI ET
What ?
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STEPHEN
" msorry. | shouldn’t have said
that --

JULI ET
It’ s okay.

(Sm | es)
| thought you will never ask.

| NT. FAST FOOD RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Stephen and Juliet sit across fromeach other. 2 Plates of
noodles in front of them They eat silently.

JULI ET
So, how are you preparing?

St ephen | ooks at her. Lost.

JULI ET ( CONTD)
The National quiz conpetition?

STEPHEN
Ch, Good.

They resunme eating in silence. Beat.
Juliet’s face turns pale. She starts breathing a little

hard. Her left hand starts shaking. She hides it under the
tabl e. Stephen notices this.

STEPHEN
Are you okay?
JULI ET
Yes. | just need to use the

bat hr oom
Juliet stands and wal ks away trying hard to hold her body
fromlosing it.
| NT. RESTAURANT BATHROOM - NI GHT

Juliet enters and | ocks the door just in tinme as her whole
body let |ose and she falls on the floor.

Her body shakes violently. Wite foany substance escapes her
nmout h. Her neck forced to the left.

She lies there in a sorry and pathetic state as her body
goes through an epileptic episode. It goes on for a while.
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| NT. FAST FOOD RESTAURANT - NI GHT

St ephen jans his fork on the noodles. Rolls it and pushes
the fork in his nouth. Chews as he | ooks around. Spots
Juliet returning to their table.

She takes her seat. Stephen | ooks her over.

STEPHEN
Are you okay now?

JULI ET
Yes. Let’s finish up and go. it is
getting |ate.
EXT. STREET - N GHT

St ephen and Juliet walk. Silent. Juliet takes his hand in
hers. They | ook at each other. Having their nonent.

Then out of no where, a guy blocks their path. He is huge.

JULI ET
Andy?

ANDY
Juliet, what are you doing with
this guy?

JULI ET

None of your busi ness.

Juliet nmakes a nove to | ead Stephen away but Andy bl ocks
t hem

ANDY
Juliet, you are m ne

JULI ET
| will never be yours. Get that
into your head.

STEPHEN
You heard her.

Andy is huge but fast. He pounces on Stephen and punches
him Stephen falls on the ground. Andy stonps him Juli et
screans for help.

Andy stonps hima few nore tines and then runs away. Stephen
coughs. Bl ood.

Juliet helps himget up. He has been badly wounded.
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| NT. STEPHEN S HOUSE - SI TTI NG ROOM - NI GHT

The door slowly opens and Stephen enters. He nakes his way
to his room

| NT. STEPHEN S ROOM - NI GHT

St ephen enters and | ocks the door. One hand on his stomach.
He wal ks slowy to the bed and |ies down, groaning in pain.

GRANDMA ( Q. 9)
St ephen, is that you?

STEPHEN
(Fi ghts back pain)
Yes grandna.

GRANDMA ( Q. S)
Are you okay? You sound hurt.

STEPHEN
| amfine grandma. | will see you
i n the norning.

EXT. STEPHEN S HOUSE - MORNI NG
Uncle Cemsteps out of his car. G andnma approaches.
UNCLE CLEM
You sounded very urgent on the
phone.
| NT. STEPHEN S ROOM - MORNI NG

Stephen is sits on the bed. One hand to his jaw. One side of
his face swol | en.

Grandna stands by the door. Uncle Clem stands somewhere in
the room He is pissed off.

UNCLE CLEM
You were out in the night fighting?
STEPHEN
| wasn't fighting. | was --
UNCLE CLEM
Shut up! If not for the way you
are, i would have flogged the
stubbornness out of you. Stupid

i di ot.

( CONTI NUED)
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Uncle Cemwal ks out. Grandna takes one |ast | ook at Stephen
and cl oses the door.

St ephen’ s phone starts ringing. We MOVE IN on it and see the
caller I.D. It is JULIET.

INT. V.I1.A STATION - STUDI O - DAY

STEPHEN
| m ssed the national quiz
conpetition. | allowed nyself to be

distracted and i was angry.

HOST
(To the canera)
W will go for a break and when we
cone back, we will hear nore of
this exciting story.

We hear the thene song and the crew nove in. One of them
gi ves Stephen and the host a bottle water each. They dri nk.

HOST ( CONTD)
You are telling the world
everyt hi ng.

STEPHEN
| want to.

HOST
You are an enotional nman.

St ephen | ooks away and signals soneone off screen. Patrick
enters our view.

STEPHEN
G ve ne the cell phone.

Patrick reluctantly gives Stephen the phone.

PATRI CK
Steve, what are you doi ng?

St ephen puts in a nunber and gives the phone back to him

STEPHEN
Dial the nunber and set up a
nmeet i ng.

PATRI CK
What ?
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SHOW DI RECTOR
15 seconds and we are back on.

PATRI CK
Your schedule is full. You don’'t
have tine for another neeting.

STEPHEN

Can you pl ease do what i told you
PATRI CK

You will mss your flight.

SHOW DI RECTOR ( Q. S)
10 seconds.

PATRI CK
It can’t work Stephen. You don’t
have the tine.

STEPHEN
Make the call.

Patrick sighs and wal ks out of our view

SHOW DI RECTOR
We are back in5... 4... 3... 2...

| NT. AKACHUKWJ S OFFI CE - DAY
Akachukwu sits witing. Stephen enters.

STEPHEN
|"msorry we |ost at the nationals.

Akachukwu | ooks up from his work.

AKACHUKWJ
Me too. Your replacenent wasn’t
good enough.

STEPHEN
| know what the quiz neant to you.
| hope to nmake it up to you
soneday.

AKACHUKWJ
You are neant for big things
St ephen. Stop hiding yourself.

( CONTI NUED)
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STEPHEN
| wasn’t hiding.

AKACHUKWJ
The good news is that the schoo
just discovered you. |I'’msure they
will give you a job after

gr aduati on.

St ephen | aughs. Akachukwu is surprised at this.

STEPHEN
No t hanks.
AKACHUKWJ
You don’t want to be a teacher?
STEPHEN
It is beneath ne.
AKACHUKWJ
Well, that is npbst unfortunate.

He opens his drawer and brings out the EXERCI SE BOOK. He
drops it on the desk.

AKACHUKWU ( CONTD)
You forgot this here.

St ephen takes the book.

STEPHEN
| have been | ooking for it for a
long tine. Did you read it?

AKACHUKWJ
| saw things there i have not seen
inny life. It nakes sense though.
(Beat)
Wth your permission, i wll
prepare it as a proposal and
present it to the departnent.

STEPHEN
(Pani cs)
What ?
AKACHUKWJ
| f the experinments you wote there
can be done, i think we will arrive

at sonet hi ng.
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STEPHEN
No sir. No proposal. No experinent.

AKACHUKWU
St ephen, do you know nost
scientific discoveries started as a
mere hunch?

STEPHEN
Yes sir.

AKACHUKWU
(RE: Exercise book)
What you have there is nore than a
hunch. The logic in it is
reasonabl e.

STEPHEN
What if the experinent fails?

AKACHUKWJ
What others call failure in science
is just a way we know what we are
| ooki ng for cannot work.

Si | ence. Then...

STEPHEN
Way are you hel ping ne?

AKACHUKWJ
Because everyone deserves an
opportunity to show what they have.
It’s just -- Wien | was a student,
| had an opportunity to nake a
difference. | threw it away.

STEPHEN
So... | amsone sort of redenption
for you?

AKACHUKWJ
Look, you have sonething here
St ephen. This could be very huge.
Trust nme, you don’'t want to live a
"what if" life. Believe in
yoursel f.

St ephen nods and wal ks away. Akachukwu sits back in his
chair. Stares in to space. \Val ki ng down nenory | ane.
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HOST (V. O
Did he prepare the proposal ?

STEPHEN (V. O
He couldn’'t start after 3 weeks.

| NT. AKACHUKWJ S HOUSE - DAY

Akachukwu opens the front door. Stephen wal ks in. Looks
around.

STEPHEN
Ww. You didn't tell nme you have
swag. You are rich.

AKACHUKWJ
| m not .

They both take a seat. Stephen |ooks at himin surprise.
Cestures around |ike "Are you kidding nme?"

AKACHUKWU ( CONTD)
This is one of ny father’s houses.
| just live here.

STEPHEN

Still, you should be happy.
AKACHUKWJ

|’ mnot. Apparently, | ama

di sappointed to ny famly.
Sil ence. Then...

AKACHUKWU ( CONTD)
W are here to focus on you. So,
let’s just do that.

STEPHEN
kay. To be honest with you,
don’t know how to wite a proposal.

AKACHUKWJ
| can’t wite it either. | only
understand fragnents of your..
insight and it is not enough to
write a convincing proposal.

STEPHEN
So, what now?
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AKACHUKWJ
You will wite it. I wll guide
you.
STEPHEN (V. O
From that nmonent on, we becane a
tag team
| NT. AKACHUKWJ S OFFI CE - DAY - MONTAGE

A smal|l white board is set up on the other table in the
office. There are structures, drawi ngs, witings, etc on it.

Stephen is pointing themout and explaining themto
Akachukwu. It appears he is not understandi ng anyt hi ng.

| NT. STEPHEN S ROOM - DAY - MONTAGE

Stephen is reading a big textbook.

I NT. AKACHUKWJ' S OFFI CE - DAY - MONTAGE

Akachukwu is sitting. Alaptop is open on the desk in front
of him Several books are also open on his desk. He is
cat ching up

| NT. CYBERCAFE - DAY - MONTAGE

St ephen is browsing the web.

I NT. UNI VERSI TY LI BRARY - DAY - MONTAGE

Akachukwu is readi ng big textbooks.

| NT. AKACHUKWJ' S OFFI CE - DAY - MONTAGE

The small white board is here. Stephen is explaining things
to Akachukwu who nods this tine.

| NT. STEPHEN S ROOM - NI GHT - MONTAGE

St ephen is typing with Akachukwu’ s | aptop.
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I NT. AKACHUKWJ' S OFFI CE - DAY - MONTAGE

Akachukwu inserts a flash drive in the | aptop and copies
t hei r work.

| NT. CYBERCAFE - DAY - MONTAGE
St ephen waits while his work is been printed.
END SEQUENCE

STEPHEN (V. O
We finished in 5 weeks and went
over to see the Head of Departnent,
Pr of essor | dah.

| NT. PROFESSOR | DAH S OFFI CE - DAY

Prof essor ldah sits. Akachukwu and Stephen sits across from
him Professor Idah slowy turns the pages of the PROPOSAL.

PROFESSOR | DAH
There are no previ ous works?

AKACHUKWU
Yes sir. W are the first.

PROFESSOR | DAH
The first stage of... this could
cost thousands.

AKACHUKWUJ
16,000 to be precise sir.

PROFESSOR | DAH
Ckay. Let’'s go over it again. You
want nme to grant you access to use
the departnental |ab instrunents
for your research.

AKACHUKWJ
Yes sir.

PROFESSOR | DAH
You know the rules M. Onyia. You
don’t have a Doctorate or a PhD
yet .

AKACHUKWJ

Wth all due respect sir, this
thesis are not m ne.
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PROFESSOR | DAH
Whose is it?

Akachukwu gl ances at Stephen. The professor gets it. He
drops the proposal on his desk.

PROFESSOR | DAH ( CONTD)
M. Onyia, did you snoke sonething
or are you just plain stupid?

AKACHUKWJ
Sir?

PROFESSOR | DAH
(RE: Proposal)
How coul d you think to present this
silly, stupid child s dreamto nme?

AKACHUKWUJ
Sir, if you could just consider --

PROFESSOR | DAH
There is nothing to consider.

AKACHUKWJ
Sir --

PROFESSOR | DAH
| can’t believe |I’mdiscussing a
child s dream |’ msure will end up
fruitless, with you

STEPHEN
Sir, the --

PROFESSOR | DAH
You are not permtted to speak.

Prof essor 1dah picks the Proposal and throws it at
Akachukwu.

PROFESSOR | DAH ( CONTD)
| " m done tal king about this. Cet
out .
EXT. UNI VERSI TY COVPOUND - DAY

St ephen and Akachukwu wal ks. Di sappoi ntment on their faces.

AKACHUKWJ
We tried our best.

( CONTI NUED)
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Akachukwu

42.
STEPHEN
Maybe if we are successful in the
first stage, he will listen.
st ops.
AKACHUKWJ
we?
STEPHEN

Yes. We can gather the materials
i nvol ved ourselves. W just need to
find a way to get in the | ab.

INT. V.I1.A STATION - STUDI O - DAY

STEPHEN
At that nonent, | didn't know
exactly how we can achi eve that but
he | ooked at ne and said "Don’t
worry. | have an idea..."
(So on)

As Stephen continues to speak, We MOVE OUT from himand turn
to Patrick. He watches Stephen on stage for a while. The
phone in his hand. He steps outside.

EXT. STUD O - DAY

He | ooks at the phone and then dials the nunber Stephen put

t here.

PATRI CK
Hel | 0?

VO CE ON PHONE
(Fenal e)
Hello. Who is on the |ine?

PATRI CK
My nane is Patrick. | amthe PAto
the CEO of N gerian d obal Research
Foundation. | amcalling to set up
a meeting with you and ny boss.

VO CE ON PHONE
Who is your boss?

PATRI CK
M St ephen Ekwekwe.

The |ine goes dead.
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PATRI CK ( CONTD)
(I'nto phone)
Hel | 0? Hel | 0?
(Looks at the phone)
| s she having a bad day or
somet hi ng?

INT. V.I1.A STATION - STUDI O - DAY
Patrick enters. The showis on a break and the host is

standing talking to one of the crew nenbers. W don’t hear
them Patrick wal ks up to Stephen

STEPHEN
(Anxi ous)

Did you nake the call?

PATRI CK
Yes.

STEPHEN
And?

PATRI CK
It ended the second | nentioned
your narne.

St ephen | ooks away.

PATRI CK ( CONTD)
St ephen, what is going on?

SHOW DI RECTOR
Everyone, brace yourselves. W are
com ng back to the show now.

Patrick wal ks away. At the background, the host sit down and
gets ready for a restart.
| NT. STEPHEN S ROOM - NI GHT

St ephen sits on his bed | ooking at a picture of a young
couple with a toddler. A picture of his famly.

The door opens and grandna enters.
GRANDNA

Your uncle just left. You didn’t
say goodbye to him
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STEPHEN
He hates ne.

Grandma is surprised at this. She sits on the bed

GRANDIVA
Don’t say that child. Your uncle
| oves you.

STEPHEN
| asked himfor sone noney and he
told me to go away.

GRANDVA
(Si ghs)
Don’t worry. | will give you the

nmoney tonorr ow.

STEPHEN
Thank you grandna.

He hugs her and she holds on to him

GRANDVA
Everything will be alright. You
wll see.

EXT. BI OCHEM STRY DEPARTMENTAL BUI LDI NG - DAY
St ephen steps out and Juliet falls in line with him

JULI ET
St ephen, thank God you are okay.

Stephen is not saying anything. Beat.

JULI ET ( CONTD)
| called several tines. You weren't
pi cking. | thought sonething worse
has happened.

STEPHEN
" m fine.

JULI ET
Stephen, I'’msorry. Andy was ny boy
friend but i broke it off with him
a long tine ago.

They round a corner. Akachukwu is coming the other way.
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AKACHUKWJ
Good. You are here. | need to talk
to you?

STEPHEN
(To Juliet)
| will see you later

Juliet goes away.

AKACHUKWJ
| spoke to the lab technician. He
is going to | eave the spare keys by
t he door tonight. This is your
chance.

STEPHEN
Okay. Thank you sir.

AKACHUKWJ

Let’s just hope we both survive
this.

EXT. DEPARTMENTAL LAB - NI GHT
St ephen finds the keys where it is hidden. He unlocks the
door.

| NT. DEPARTMENTAL LAB - NI GHT

He steps in. Flips a switch. Lights cone on. Lab equipnents
sits in their place. Neatly arranged.

LATER

Stephen is wearing a | ab coat. There are science equi pnents
on the desk before him test tubes in racks, beakers,

coni cal flask, pipettes, etc. The beakers and conical flask
each hol ds col ourless |iquids.

Stephen is slowy lowering the colourless liquid into the
test tubes.

At a corner inthe lab, a boiler is inserted in a container
t hat hol ds wat er.

St ephen goes over. Renoves the boiler fromthe contai ner and
carries it to the desk.

He inserts the test tubes which holds the colourless liquid
in the container.

( CONTI NUED)
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LATER

St ephen prepares sanples on slides. A mcroscope sits before
him He puts the slides in the m croscope and views it.

MJUCH LATER

The test tubes are in their racks. The liquid in themare
still the sanme. Stephen picks the |ast one and with a rubber
pi pette, puts three drops of another liquid in it. He shakes

it and the col our changes.

St ephen stands there staring at it. He can’'t believe his
eyes. Then he breaks into a huge smle.

STEPHEN
(Exci t ed)
Yes.

I NT. AKACHUKWJ' S OFFI CE - DAY

Akachukwu sits. Stephen is trying to hide his excitenent
wi t hout nuch success.

STEPHEN
| was right. There is a col our
change.

AKACHUKWUJ
(Not sure)
It is a... good thing, right?

STEPHEN
O course it is a good thing. The
col our change in the solution
indicates that the cells we
i sol ated push out sugars in nuch
the sanme way as they take in
sugars.

AKACHUKWJ
That's a known fact in science.

STEPHEN
Yes, but they do not know Ekwekwe’ s
met hod of doing that. If I'’mright,
this could be another uni que cl ass
of sugar transporters.

AKACHUKWUJ
| see your point. So what’s next?
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STEPHEN
To isol ate whatever does that in
the cells. Probably |ook at its
structure and conponents.
(Then)
| feel like I'’m m ssing sonething.
Am | m ssing sonethi ng?

AKACHUKWJ
None that | can think of. W can’'t
i solate the cell conponents here.
W need a better place.

I NT. OFFI CE - DAY

A LARGE MAN sits. He is M. OQpabum, (50"s). Stephen and

Akachukwu

sits across fromhim M. Opabum runs a big

| aboratory in the city.

The man si

MR. OPABUM
So, this is the boy you told nme on
phone.

AKACHUKWJ
Yes.

MR. OPABUM

| will be honest with you. The

met hods you are tal king about are
advanced. |’ m not sure how nuch the
boy knows.

AKACHUKWJ
That is why we need you to handle
t he equi pments yoursel f. Stephen
here, will tell you exactly what to
do.

ts back in his chair. Beat.

MR. OPABUM
It will cost you.

AKACHUKWJ
W will see what we can do.

VMR OPABUM

Sorry. No noney, no access to ny
equi pnent s.
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STEPHEN
How nuch?

MR, OPABUM
250, 000 naira. And you are paying
for the reagents and ot her things.

EXT. STREET - DAY

St ephen and Akachukwu stands. Akachukwu is angry.

AKACHUKWJ
Are you crazy? How coul d you agree
to that?
STEPHEN
He has exactly what we need.
AKACHUKWJ
Ckay. How wi Il you get the noney?
STEPHEN
(Not sure)
we. . .
AKACHUKWJ
Geat. | funded the first phase of

our research. You shoul d have
allowed ne to do all the talking.

He wal ks away.

| NT. BOOKSHOP - DAY
Juliet is arrangi ng books on the shelves. Stephen enters.

STEPHEN
Hi .
Juliet |ooks at him
JULI ET

Good, you are here. Please help ne
wi th those books.

Juliet points at a table. Stephen wal ks over and carries

about 8 or 9 books over to Juliet. She picks themone after
the other and put themon the shelf.
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STEPHEN
" msorry.
JULI ET
No, don’t say that. | don’t do
those things girls do in N gerian
novi es.
STEPHEN
What t hi ngs?
JULI ET

You know, the guy begs the girl and
the girl pretends not to care.

St ephen | aughs and Juliet joins in. She has put all the
books on the shelf by now.

I NT. HALL

STEPHEN
What are you doi ng tonorrow?
JULI ET
The usual .
STEPHEN
Maybe we can go out in the evening.
JULI ET
Eh... i don't know. | have this
thing i want to attend.
STEPHEN
What is that?
JULI ET
A thing. If you join ne, you wl|l
find out.
STEPHEN
kay. As long as i get to be with
you.
- NIGHT

Sonmeone is talking on stage. People are sitting and

I i stening.

We hear the speaker but we only see himin a

slightly blurry image as our attention is on STEPHEN and
JULI ET. Stephen is bored.

SPEAKER
| tell you, prayer is a wonderful
act. First, you need to believe in

( MORE)
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SPEAKER (cont’ d)
God and call upon him He wll
answer you.

St ephen is | ooking at everywhere except the stage. Juliet is
focused on the speaker.

SPEAKER ( CONTD)
God still answers prayers but there
are things you need to do as a man
for your dreams to cone true. You
need to work very hard for your
br eakt hrough to cone.

St ephen | ooks at the speaker. It seens sonething has caught
his attention.

SPEAKER ( CONTD)
What you do today determ nes your
future. The actions you take today,
t he deci si ons you nake today, the
steps you take today, the things
you say today, the people you neet
today and how you interact with
them Treat everyday of your life
as though it is the day of your
glory. The day God answers your
prayers. The day all your dreans
cone true

St ephen’ s whol e attention is now on the speaker.

| NT. BANK - DAY

St ephen sits across froma man. A banker. He is holding a
paper. Looking through it.

BANKER
You want access to the noney.
STEPHEN
Yes.
BANKER
Al of it?
STEPHEN
Yes.
BANKER

May | ask why?
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STEPHEN
For somet hing inportant. Very
i mportant.

BANKER
You were supposed to have access to
this noney when you finish school.

STEPHEN
And when |'"m 23 too. Last tine |
checked, I'’ma year ol der.
BANKER
kay. | wll need your electric

bills, 2 passport photograph, i.d
card or permanent voters card..

St ephen is already digging through his bag.

I NT. OFFI CE - DAY

M. Opabum sits witing. A hand slaps a brown envel ope on
his desk. He | ooks up --

St ephen stands there. M Opabum opens the envel ope and
there is the noney. In cash.

He | ooks at Stephen again and nods his head.

I NT. STEPHEN S ROOM - DAY - MONTAGE

Stephen wites with intensity on a paper. Several others are
scattered on the floor.

EXT. UNI VERSI TY COMPOUND - DAY - MONTAGE

St ephen sits at a lonely place and wite on his EXERCI SE
BOOK.

I NT. OFFICE - DAY - MONTAGE

St ephen stands and explain things to M. Opabum who nods.
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| NT. CLASSROOM - DAY - MONTAGE

The class is enpty. Stephen is witing synbols and equations
on the white board with a nmarker. Several draw ngs are on

t he board.

I NT. OFFICE - DAY - MONTAGE

M. Opabum wears a |ab coat. Stephen wears his. They head
out .

| NT. STEPHEN S ROOM - NI GHT - MONTAGE

Stephen falls on his bed exhaust ed.

END SEQUENCE

I NT. STEPHEN S ROOM - MORNI NG

St ephen wakes. He turns, stretches hinself and yawns wildly.
He | ooks at his wist watch.

TI ME: 10: 40 AM
He junps fromthe bed.
STEPHEN
Jesus.
| NT. BI OCHEM STRY DEPARTMENTAL BUI LDI NG - DAY

Akachukwu is wal king to his office. Stephen hurries over to
hi m

STEPHEN
Sir, Sir.

Akachukwu stops and turns as Stephen wal ks up to him

STEPHEN ( CONTD)
Take a | ook at this.

St ephen hands over a paper to Akachukwu. Akachukwu eyes hi m
bef ore studyi ng the paper. Beat.

AKACHUKWU
| can’t believe this.
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Akachukwu’

STEPHEN
Believe it sir. My thesis are
correct.

AKACHUKWJ
You do know this will be verified
eventual | y?

STEPHEN
Whoever cares to do that can go
ahead.

AKACHUKWJ
Wel | done Stephen. This is good
news.
(Sonet hing cones to his m nd)
How did you --7?

STEPHEN
Pl ease don't ask

s cell phone rings. He takes the call.

AKACHUKWJ
Hel | 0? Yes.
(Listens for a while)
kay, i will be there.

He puts the phone away.

STEPHEN
Hi n®?
AKACHUKWU
Yes him
STEPHEN
Let me cone with you
AKACHUKWJ
No. Go to class. | will talk to you

when | get back

| NT. RESTAURANT - DAY

Akachukwu

Akachukwu
anyways.

sits across from M. Opabum .

VMR, OPABUM
M Onyia, do you know why the eagle
al ways carry the chicks away?

keeps quiet. He has a feeling he wll

53.

tell him
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MR. OPABUM ( CONTD)
Because it can. You and your boy
are sitting on a gold mne and you
don’t even know it.

AKACHUKWJ
| s that what you see? Money?
MR. OPABUM
Isn’t that the point to all of
t hi s?
AKACHUKWJ
M Opabum . Way am | here?
MR, OPABUM
| know the people. | have the

resources. Together you and | can
take this to the next |evel.

AKACHUKWJ
Next | evel ?

VR. OPABUM
We publish. Gain recognition. The
worl d scientist are always curi ous.
|’msure they will cone calling.
Money starts flow ng in.

AKACHUKWJ
The research is still in the early
st ages.

VR, OPABUM

VWho cares about the research?

AKACHUKWJ
| do. This is a discovery of alife
time. Wiy trade a few hundred when
you can ai m hi gher?

MR. OPABUM
How hi gher can you get? This is
Africa. The world doesn’t care
about what you have to offer? You
make do with what you can when you

can.
AKACHUKWUJ

We can still get grants and work on

this research here. It will becone

a discovery the world will cone to

our country to collect.
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MR. OPABUM

Look around. No indi genous weapons
t echnol ogy, no indi genous nedi ca
br eakt hr oughs, no wor kabl e
political ideas, nothing. No one
cares about your stupid scientific
di scovery.

(Then)
The wi ndow of opportunity is stil
open. Join nme now and | et us neke
as much as we can.

AKACHUKWJ
No.

MR OPABUM
Then you | eave nme no choi ce.

| NT. CLASSROOM - DAY

The classroomis enpty. Stephen sits in the back. He is
readi ng a book. Moire |ike scanning through the book.

Akachukwu enters and wal ks up to him

STEPHEN
So... what did he want?

Akachukwu' s face is nortified.

AKACHUKWJ
We have a bigger problem

St ephen stands as we start to PULL OUT fromthemthrough the
wi ndow. Akachukwu’ s |ips are noving. We don’t hear him but
we see Stephen’s reaction.

He sl ans the book on the fl oor.

I NT. OFFI CE - DAY

M. Opabum sits in his chair doing all he can to appear
calm Stephen is standing. He is angry.

STEPHEN
| paid you. | paid you what you
requested but it wasn’t enough for
you.
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MR OPABUM
| don’t know what you are talking
about .

He rings a bell on his table.

STEPHEN
Akachukwu tol d nme everything. You
wanted nmy work for yourself. You
are a selfish, greedy, stupid old

f ool .
MR, OPABUM
Wat ch what you say to ne boy.
STEPHEN
|’ mnot sharing ny work with
anybody.
MR. OPABUM
Your work? We will find out whose

work it is soon.
2 young nmen enters.

MR OPABUM ( CONTD)
Renove this boy fromny office.

Stephen infuriated, makes for M. Opabum but the 2 young
men hol ds hi m back. They carry himout of the office.

EXT. BUI LDI NG - DAY

The 2 nmen throw Stephen out. He lands hard on the ground. A
l[ittl e wounded. He groans in pain. The 2 young nen goes back
i nsi de.

| NT. AKACHUKWJ S COFFI CE - DAY

St ephen sits. Akachukwu enters and he stands quickly.

AKACHUKWJ
What are you doing here?

STEPHEN
Sir we have to do sonething. W
can’t allow himto take what is
ours.

Akachukwu goes over to his table and shuffl es papers.
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AKACHUKWJ
| know.

STEPHEN
This man is stealing fromus. W
have to go to the police.

Akachukwu st ops.
AKACHUKWJ
The police? Well, good luck with
t hem
He resunes what he is doing.

STEPHEN
What do you nean?

Akachukwu st ops agai n.

AKACHUKWJ
W have no proof that what he has
i s yours.

STEPHEN
W have the proposal

AKACHUKWJ
The proposal is nothing. It proves
not hi ng.

STEPHEN

VWhat do we do?

AKACHUKWJ
| don’t know.

Pause. Beat.

STEPHEN
What will he do with details of the
research?

AKACHUKWJ
He is with the union. My best guess
is he wll publish the findings and
attract European scientists. They
will pay hima lot to keep working
on t hat

STEPHEN
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AKACHUKWJ
" msorry Stephen.

Akachukwu wal ks out .

EXT. BOOKSHOP - EVEN NG

Juliet is locking up the shop for the day. Stephen wal ks up
to her.

JULI ET
Hey.
STEPHEN
Hey.
JULI ET
How is it going?
STEPHEN
Not very well. | will walk you

hone.

EXT. STREET - EVEN NG

St ephen and Juliet wal k side by side. Stephen has just
filled her in on the recent invents.

STEPHEN
It is like he is taking my nost
priced possession and i can’t even
do anyt hi ng.

Juliet is not saying anything. They take a few steps.
Then. ..

JULI ET
The answer is in you.
STEPHEN
What ?
JULI ET

Look into your inner self. You wll
find the answer.



EXT. STEPHEN S HOUSE - N GHT

St ephen sits. Hands under his jaw. Thinking.

EXT. STREET/ AMSLN BUI LDI NG - DAY

St ephen crosses the street and heads to the buil ding.

| NT. AMSLN BUI LDI NG - DAY

St ephen wal ks up to the secretary.

STEPHEN
Pl ease, | amhere to see the
chai r man.
SECRETARY
Do you have an appoi nt nent ?
STEPHEN
No.
SECRETARY
| f you are here for the industria
training programme, |’msorry we
are not taking students now. .
STEPHEN
No.
SECRETARY
Are you fromthe dry cl eaners?
STEPHEN
Unh... Yes.
SECRETARY

Thank God. What took you so | ong?
Anyways the clothes are over there.

She points to a corner.

STEPHEN
| was... hoping to speak with him
-- the chairman -- about... the

| ast set of cl othes.

59.
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I NT. OFFI CE - DAY

St ephen sits across froma man (50°s). He is the chairman of
ASSCCI ATI ON OF MEDI CAL LABORATORY SClI ENTI ST OF
NI GERI A( AMLSN)

St ephen has told himabout the research. Then..

CHAI RVAN
Nonsense. It’s your word agai nst
his boy. He holds a B.Sc, an M SC
and a doctorate. You? You have
not hi ng.

STEPHEN
| wouldn’'t know the contents of
this research if I’mnot the owner.

CHAI RVAN
You coul d be soneone working for
hi m

STEPHEN
Sir, I know listening to me is
unbel i evabl e but this research is
all I have. Al | am and probably
all I will ever be. | have spent
everything | have on this. | can’t
imagine losing it. All | need is an

opportunity to prove I own it.

The chairman considers this. Then..

CHAI RVAN
You have one chance.
STEPHEN
Thank you sir. You won't -- | wll

convi nce you.

EXT. STREETS - DAY

St ephen wal ks honme from school. At a corner, sone children
are playing. Stephen | ooks at them Then he sl ows down...

The children are standing side by side and are hol di ng hands
together. Then they forma circle still holding hands. They
si ng and dance novi ng round and round.

St ephen stares for a while. Registering all. Sonething cones
to m nd.
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| NT. STEPHEN S ROOM - DAY

St ephen hurries in. Looks for the EXERCI SE BOOK. Scatters a
fewthings. Finds it. Opens it and searches for sonething
frantically turning pages.

Then he stops...

STEPHEN
This is it. This is what i have
been m ssing.

| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY
A mni conference room A white board stands in a corner.

M. Opabum and the chairman sit. Another man sits with
them He is the deputy. There are 3 copies of the research
on the desk. M. Opabum is here to finalize the review

CHAI RVAN
W can’t tell you how happy we are
toread this. It is very
i nteresting.

MR OPABUM
Thank you.

CHAI RVAN
Sone of us are caught up with
politics but it is good to know the

others are still working hard.
They | augh.
MR, OPABUM
So, we are ready to publish?
CHAI RVAN
Just about.
MR. OPABUM

What do you nean?

CHAI RVAN
A boy showed up in ny office
claimng you stole his work.

MR, OPABUM
A boy?
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CHAI RVAN
He cl ainmed he paid you to do the
research in your |ab.

MR OPABUM
That is a big accusation. | did no
such t hing.

CHAI RVAN

The boy was very persistent. |
deci ded to give hima chance.

The chairman signals his deputy. The deputy opens the door
and lets Stephen in to the office. He has a copy of his
research in his hand.

M. Opabum is unconfortable with this. He adjusts hinself
in his chair.

CHAI RVAN
Do you know this boy?

M. Opabum | ooks at Stephen squarely in the face.

MR, OPABUM
No.

STEPHEN
He is lying.

CHAI RVAN

" mnot here to debate who is |ying
and who is not.

(To Stephen)
Here is your chance. Convince ne.

St ephen stares at M. Opabum angrily.

CHAI RVAN ( CONTD)
We don’t have all day.

STEPHEN
In... your work, you descri bed
anot her uni que cl ass of sugar
transporters.

MR. OPABUM
How do you know the contents of ny
wor k?

STEPHEN

Because it is nmy work.
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MR. OPABUM
(To chai r man)
| don’'t have to sit down and |isten
to this.

He starts to stand.

STEPHEN
| left out a very vital information
and you didn't notice it.

M. Opabum freezes. Stephen drops the copy he has in front
of the chairman. The chai rman goes through it as Stephen
conti nues.

STEPHEN ( CONTD)
Your work says the transporters are
enbedded in the lipid bilayer and
help in the efflux of sugars and
you went on to explain. Everything
you said about this transporters
are what the world al ready know in
GLUTs and SWEETs and ot her sugar
transporters. You also went a step
further to tell the world about the
H structure of these new unique
transporters. Wat you failed to
mention is how exactly these H
transporters transport the sugar
nol ecul es.

CHAI RVAN
And how exactly do they do that?

STEPHEN
Good questi on.

St ephen goes over to the board and draws a big curved H It
| ooks like a circle except the top and down are open. He
denonstrates as he conti nues.

STEPHEN ( CONTD)
These transporters are nmainly nmade
up of am no acids but there are 2
very inportant ones. They are
| ocated at the m ddl e which
explains the H structure. Wen the
cell receive signals to export
sugars, the lower part sort of
opens al l owi ng these sugars to bind
to these amno acids in the mddle.
It creates sonme sort of stability
for it. The |l ower part closes and

( MORE)
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STEPHEN ( CONTD) (cont’d)
t he upper part opens so the sugar
nmol ecul e can go out. These
transporters have the ability to
change their conformation from open
to occluded state or vice versa. In
t he next phase of this research we
will be hoping to find out which of
the 20 am no acids are in the
mddle. Mne has all this detail
Yours do not.

W hold for a beat as the information settles in.

EXT. CORRI DOR OQUTSI DE OFFI CE - DAY

St ephen paces. Beat. The office door opens and the chairman
st eps out.

CHAI RVAN

We won’t publish the work any nore.
STEPHEN

Thank God.
CHAI RVAN

Fromthe |l ook of things, it is hard
to know who owns the work and who

is lying.
STEPHEN
But --
CHAI RVAN
It’s ny final decision. | don’'t

want anynore trouble. Go hone.

The chai rman wal ks away.

| NT. AKACHUKWJ' S OFFI CE - DAY

Akachukwu stands | ooking at Stephen who is | ooking back at
him Stephen has told himall that happened.

AKACHUKWJ
| could have done nore to hel p.
shoul d have done nore.

STEPHEN
It’s all in the past now.
(Beat)
( MORE)
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STEPHEN (cont’ d)
What now sir?

AKACHUKWJ
We nove up the | adder.

I NT. VI CE CHANCELLOR OFFI CE - DAY

The office is very spacious. The Vice Chancellor sits in his
chair. His desk is twice the seize of Akachukwu’ s desk

St ephen and Akachukwu sits across fromhim Akachukwu is
tal king as the vice chancell or goes through their proposal.

AKACHUKWJ
Sir, the two stages of the
experiment has been conpleted wth
success. |If you had | ooked cl osely

The vice chancel l or hol ds up his hand.

VI CE CHANCELLOR
What do you want ?

AKACHUKWJ
Recommendati on and support.

The Vice Chancell or | ooks away and | aughs | oudly.

VI CE CHANCELLOR
M. ..

AKACHUKWUJ
Onyia, sir.

VI CE CHANCELLOR
M. Onyia, are you aware we are
been owned 8 nonths sal ary?

AKACHUKW
Yes sir.

VI CE CHANCELLOR
The | anguage we speak around here
IS noney not... science
experi nments.

STEPHEN
VWhat we have in that proposal is
huge. It could be the answer to
unanswer ed questions in science.
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VI CE CHANCELLOR
What the both of you are doing is
good and i conmend you on that.
Keep doing it the way you have been
doing it and one day, you will be
rewar ded.

He drops the proposal on the desk and picks the receiver of
the intercom He presses a button. Akachukwu and Stephen
exchange gl ances.

VI CE CHANCELLOR
Kate, who el se wants to see ne?
(Pause)
kay, send her in

He repl aces the receiver and picks another file on his desk.

AKACHUKWJ
Sir, at least consider it and put
it in your agenda.

VI CE CHANCELLOR
| have one agenda and that is
hassl i ng whoever signs ny paycheck
to sign ny paycheck. Unless you
have an idea on that, we are done
here.

Akachukwu and Stephen | eaves. Di sappoi nt ed.

EXT. UNI VERSI TY COMPOUND - DAY

St ephen and Juliet sit.

STEPHEN
It is as if they are not seeing the
bi g picture.

JULI ET
It doesn’t seemas if. They are not
seeing it.

STEPHEN
My brain is supposed to be worth
mllions by now.

JULI ET
Don’t worry. Your awesone brain
wll not go to waste. It’s only a

matter of tine.

They | ook at each other.
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STEPHEN
| thought maybe the V.Cis
different.
(Beat)
This is the end of the road for ne.

JULI ET
St ephen stop.
(Hesitates)
| wll talk to ny nom

STEPHEN
Your nonf?

JULI ET
She knows soneone who knows a
friend to the secretary of the
comm ssi oner for education. Mybe,
they will be interested.

St ephen ought to be excited but he is not.

STEPHEN
Way are you doing this? You don’t
even know if it’s all a big lie.

JULI ET
| don’t know science but i know
that whatever is inportant to you
is inmportant to me.

They both hold their gaze.

PATRI CK (V. O
The other white boys called. They
need your opinion on sonethi ng.

I NT. V.1.A STATION - STUDI O - DAY

Stephen is standing with Patrick. The host is sitting. It’s
anot her break.

STEPHEN
What did you tell thenf

PATRI CK
That you will be there on Friday.

STEPHEN

You should have told them sone tine
next week.
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PATRI CK
Time is noney Steve.
STEPHEN
Yeah. | hear you.
PATRI CK
Your alma mater call ed.
STEPHEN
Whi ch?
PATRI CK

The university. They want to know
if you can squeeze out tinme to
visit them

STEPHEN
They are not nmy alma mater. They
are just face seekers. Wat el se?

PATRI CK
That is all for now

St ephen wal ks over to his seat on the stage and sits down.
He brings out a PAPER from his pocket. Sonmething is witten
on it. "E41 FANADO ESTATE".

| NT. AKACHUKWJ S OFFI CE - DAY
Akachukwu and St ephen sits.

AKACHUKWJ
Are you out of your m nd?

STEPHEN
My mi nd has never been nore with ne
t han now.

AKACHUKWJ
Conmi ssi oner for education’s
of fi ce? How di d you nmanage that?

STEPHEN STEPHEN
.M | ma Mradu. | .M Knowi ng sonebody

AKACHUKWJ
We m ght have a problem The school
has not approved of what we are
doing. Not even the departnent.
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STEPHEN
We have to go sir. This could be
our only chance.

AKACHUKWJ
(Hesi t at es)
kay.
EXT. BU LDING - TO ESTABLI SH

It is a bright sunny day. W are | ooking at a storey
bui | di ng. The national flag flying high.

ON SCREEN: STATE M NI STRY OF EDUCATI ON.

I NT. OFFI CE - DAY

A woman is sitting going through the proposal. She is the
COW SSI ONER FOR EDUCATI ON

Akachukwu and Stephen, in their Sunday best, sit quietly
across fromher. They are a little tense.

COW SSI ONER
Who recomrended you to ny office?

St ephen and Akachukwu shares a | ook.

COWM SSI ONER ( CONTD)
Who carry you cone?

Akachukwu is | ost.

STEPHEN
Ms Matilda Ckongwo. Through your
secretary.

COWM SSI ONER

| renmenber. She said sonething
about a school boy with big dreans.

STEPHEN
Wth all due respect ma, what we
have in that proposal is sonething
the world have never seen before.

COWM SSI ONER

Your school nust be thrill ed about
t hi s.

( CONTI NUED)
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AKACHUKWJ
To be honest with you --

STEPHEN
(Cuts in)
Yes they are very thrilled.

COW SSI ONER
How may | hel p?

AKACHUKWJ
We are here to get assistance for
t he research

The comm ssioner eyes both of them

COWM SSI ONER
By assistance, you nean fundi ng.
Money.

AKACHUKWJ
Yes.

COW SSI ONER
Stop wasting your tine.

AKACHUKWUJ
Sorry?

COW SSI ONER

Do you want the brutal truth or the
gorgeous |ie?

AKACHUKWJ
Trut h.

COW SSI ONER
| will tell you both. The gorgeous
lieis that we will congratul ate

you and nmake you believe we have
passed on your proposal to the
governor. You will wait till next
century and never get a reply. The
brutal truth is that the state
government will toss your proposa
aside without glancing at it.

(Then)
There is no noney for research here
but I will be kind enough to wite
you a reconmendation. You should go
to nationals.

70.
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EXT. BUI LDI NG - DAY
St ephen and Akachukwu wal ks out.

AKACHUKWJ
At |l east, our short tripis not in
vai n.

St ephen is quiet.

AKACHUKWU ( CONTD)
You are not sayi ng anyt hi ng.

STEPHEN
Why does everyone think we are
wasting our tine? W are not
wasting our tinme, are we?

Akachukwu | ooks away.

STEPHEN ( CONTD)

Sir?

AKACHUKWJ
What ever you do, never doubt
your sel f.

STEPHEN

Is it that they are not seeing it
or they refuse to see it?

AKACHUKWJ
Stop | ooking for trouble where
there i s none.

| NT. STEPHEN S ROOM - DAY
St ephen enters and drops his bag on the bed. He raises his
mattress and brings out the EXERCI SE BOOK we now know as hi s
world. He sits on the bed staring into space.
W hold for a beat on him

UNCLE CLEM (V. O

Your grandnma just told nme you wll
be graduating in a few nonths.
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EXT. STEPHEN S HOUSE - EVEN NG

Grandnma and uncle Clemare sitting. Stephen stands in front
of them

STEPHEN
Yes uncl e.
UNCLE CLEM
Good. Maybe now, she will let ne go

ahead with ny plan.

GRANDMA
d enent, not now.

STEPHEN
Uncl e, we are paying noney for
sonet hing very inportant in school.
Facul ty dues, departnental -

UNCLE CLEM

How nuch is everything?
STEPHEN

12, 000 nair a.
UNCLE CLEM

What ?
GRANDNA

It is for school.
UNCLE CLEM

Mama, you are spoiling this boy.
GRANDNA

Stop conplaining. Gve himthe

money.

| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY
St ephen and Akachukwu are here. They sit quietly.
ON SCREEN: EDUCATI ON M NI STRY, ABUJA.

STEPHEN
This is going to work.

AKACHUKWJ
Amen to that.

The door opens and a young man flanked by two policenen in
canouf | age enters.

( CONTI NUED)
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YOUNG MAN
(Hausa accent)
You rmust be the people sent by the
conmi ssi oner .

AKACHUKWJ
Yes. | am M. Akachukwu Onyia. This
is Stephen Ekwekwe, the brain
behi nd the research.

Everyone shakes hands.

AKACHUKWU ( CONTD)
WIIl the mnister be joining us?

YOUNG MAN
He can’t make it. |I’mhis persona
assistant. You can tell ne
anyt hi ng. You have a minute.

Stephen is not happy with this.

AKACHUKWJ
We are here because we are hoping
to get funds for a very inportant
scientific discovery...

He couldn’t finish for the young nman burst into |aughter. He
turns to the policenen.

YOUNG MAN
(I'n Hausa)
Stupid people will never seize to

anmaze ne.

The two policenen join in the |aughter.

AKACHUKWU
Did i say sonething funny?
YOUNG VAN
(I'n Hausa)

Yes. Scientific discovery.
They burst into | aughter sone nore.

STEPHEN
(I'n Hausa)
Science is an inportant aspect of
human |ife and what we have here is
no | oke.

Sil ence. Everyone stares at Stephen. Akachukwu is the nost
shocked.

( CONTI NUED)
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STEPHEN ( CONTD)
(I'n Hausa)
Al we need is support.

A knock on the door and then a white nman enters. This is
WALTER PATTERSON (40). Educational attache to the federa
gover nnent .

WALTER
(To Young man)
What is taking so |ong?

YOUNG MAN
(To Stephen)
Qur hands are full and right now we
are not interested in funding any
research. | wi sh you |uck in your
endeavour. Good day gentl enen.

One of the policenen opens the door. The young man and
Wal ter wal ks out.

POLI CEMAN
Oya, cone dey go.

EXT. MOTOR PARK - MORNI NG

St ephen and Akachukwu board the bus. Not happy.

I NT. BUS - CONTI NUOUS

They enter and sit down.

AKACHUKWUJ
You speak Hausa?
STEPHEN
| do.
AKACHUKWJ

You are a | ot of things.

The bus driver gets in. Starts up and rolls away. Stephen
stares out the w ndow.
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| NT. BI OCHEM STRY DEPARTMENTAL BUI LDI NG - DAY

Students are clustered on the notice board. Stephen wal ks by
and sees the nost recent information pinned there.

It reads "ALL FI NAL YEAR STUDENTS ARE TO PAY THEI R SCHOCL
FEES ON OR BEFORE 20TH MARCH, 2010. FAILURE TO DO SO, THE
STUDENT W LL NOT BE ALLOWED TO SEAT FOR HI S/ HER FI NAL EXAMS
SIGNED HOD. "

St ephen slowy wal ks away. A worried | ook on his face.

| NT. STEPHEN S HOUSE - SI TTI NG ROOM - DAY
St ephen and Juliet are playing the LUDO gane.

JULI ET
So, how are you preparing for your
final exanms?

STEPHEN
The sanme way i prepare for others.

JULI ET
| hope you are not one of those
that wait till the deadline to pay
school fees.

Stephen is quiet. Juliet |ooks at him

JULI ET ( CONTD)
St ephen?

STEPHEN
| don't want to tal k about it.

JULI ET
What do you nean you don’t want to
tal k about it?

STEPHEN
Leave ne al one.

Stephen wal ks to his room Juliet will not give up on him
She fol | ows.
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I NT. STEPHEN S ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

St ephen wal ks in. Juliet behind him

JULI ET
St ephen talk to ne.
STEPHEN
| have not paid. There, | said it.
JULI ET
Wy ?
STEPHEN
| used the noney.
JULI ET
You used the noney? For what?
STEPHEN
(Hesitates)
To fund the second stage of ny
research.
JULI ET

| don’t get it. Your school fees
al one won’t be enough.

STEPHEN
| -- | used part of ny trust fund.
Most of it actually.

JULI ET
Oh ny God. Do you realize the storm
that is about to hit you?

STEPHEN
You don’t need to tell nme. | know
t he possi bl e out cone.

JULI ET
You will | ose everything. No exans.
No graduation. No trust fund.

GRANDMA ( O. S)
No trust fund?

St ephen and Juliet turns. Grandna is at the door way.

GRANDVA ( CONTD)
St ephen, what is she tal ki ng about?

( CONTI NUED)
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STEPHEN
G andma, i amsorry.

Grandma enters. Things are about to get enotional or ugly in
here. Juliet slips away.

GRANDIVA
What did you do with the noney?

STEPHEN
| used it for ny research

GRANDIVA
When your parents were killed in
the north, your uncle brought you
back here. People said you are

finished and w Il anmount to nothing
inlife. |I forced your uncle to
gi ve you education. | always

thought it will be your redenption.
And your trust fund will get you
started. | was wong. | had high
hopes for you. You have

di sappoi nted ne.

STEPHEN
Grandna. . .

GRANDMA
And you can’t graduate? Your uncle
will be --

Right there in that very nonent, grandma’s heart can’t take
it any longer. It gives out.

She hol ds her chest. A heart attack. She falls on the floor.
St ephen dashes to her side.

STEPHEN
G andma. .. G andna. ..

EXT. STEPHEN S HOUSE - DAY
Peopl e are everywhere. Murning. It’s grandma’s burial.

St ephen and uncle C em stands before a grave as 6 youths
| owers the casket in to the grave. Soneone in the crowd
sings a sad song.

Uncl e Cl em bends. Takes sonme sand and throws theminto the
grave. Paying his last respect. He turns and gl ares at
St ephen. Then he wal ks away.
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St ephen cups up a handful of sand. Takes a deep breath and
throws it into the grave.

EXT. CLASSROOM - DAY

St ephen steps out. The 2 boys we have seen before, Stephen
haters, are talking in | ow tones. They see Stephen and go
over to him

BOY #1
St udent Professor Stephen Ekwekwe,
how you dey?

BOY #2
V% heard a little bit of a
ttle-tat tIe
STEPHEN
VWhat ?
BOY #1
We heard you won’t wite the fina
exans.
BOY #2

Not won't. Can't. He can't wite
the final exans.

STEPHEN
Who told you that?

BOY #1
It doesn’t matter. W just want to
confirmthe story.

St ephen attenpts to wal k away but they quickly stand in his
way.

BOY #1 ( CONTD)
You made the rest of us feel like
enpty vessels and shit. The | ast
day is fast approaching and when we

are gone, you will still be here.
VWhat a pity.
BOY #2 BOY #2
Ekwekwe ga ekwe na ute He who never belleve wil |
ekwer e. believe when it is tine to
bel i eve.

They burst into | aughter.

( CONTI NUED)
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AKACHUKWJ
What is going on here?

The boys quickly nove out of Stephen’s way. Stephen wal ks
awnay.

EXT. UNI VERSI TY COMPOUND - DAY

Stephen sits in his usual |onely place. Akachukwu
appr oaches.

AKACHUKWJ
| heard your classmates say
sonething. Is it true?

St ephen is quiet.

AKACHUKWU ( CONTD)
| m aski ng you a question.

STEPHEN
It is ny problem

AKACHUKWUJ
So it is true. Wiy can’'t you wite
your final exans?

STEPHEN
School fees.

AKACHUKWJ
You don’t have noney or you used
the noney. Wihich is it?

St ephen st ands.

STEPHEN
You told nme to believe in nyself
and that is exactly what i did.

AKACHUKWJ
Don’t you dare put the blane on ne.
STEPHEN
You told nme to stop underm ni ng
mysel f. Like a fool i was, | took
what you call... the bold step.
AKACHUKWJ
| didn’t ask you to use your school

f ees.

( CONTI NUED)
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STEPHEN
Thanks to you, | don’t have
anyt hing now. No degree. No trust
fund. I will probably end up a
hawker on the streets.

AKACHUKWU
That’s not true.

STEPHEN
What else is there for ne?

Si |l ence. Beat.

AKACHUKWJ
| can’t believe this is happening.
You woul d have nmade a very good
| ecturer.

STEPHEN
| don't want to be a teacher! It is
beneat h ne!

AKACHUKWJ
| see. Teaching is beneath you?
When you end up a bus driver, wll
it still be beneath you? O when
you becone a conductor or hawk pure
wat er or shout at notor parks, wll
it still be beneath you?

STEPHEN
If you tell ne that when you were a
student, your dreans were to end up

a teacher, | wll call you a liar.
(Then)

Just leave ne be. It is over for

me.

St ephen picks his bag. He wal ks away.

| NT. AKACHUKWJ' S OFFI CE - DAY

Akachukwu enters. The female lecturer is here. Relieve
washes over

FEMALE LECTURER

Great. | have been trying your
nunber for hours.

( CONTI NUED)
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AKACHUKWUJ
What ? Why?

FEMALE LECTURER
Prof wants to see you

| NT. PROFESSOR | DAH S OFFI CE - DAY
Akachukwu stands. Professor Idah sits in his chair.

PROFESSOR | DAH
(To Akachukwu)
You know, |’m not surprised. You
showed signs of foolishness from
t he begi nni ng.

AKACHUKW
| still don't understand what this
is about sir.

PROFESSOR | DAH
| specifically gave you orders to
stay away fromny | ab but you
woul dn’ t .

AKACHUKWUJ
St ephen Ekwekwe is a bright and
smart student who deserves an
opportunity to show what he has.

PROFESSOR | DAH
Wel | rehearsed. And how is the so
call ed research com ng?

Akachukwu is silent. Looks away.

PROFESSCOR | DAH ( CONTD)
| thought so too. The thing about
been a grown up is that you take
responsibility for your actions.
Your suspension letter is waiting
for you at your desk

Akachukwu calnms hinself. WIling hinself not to cry. He
stands. Wal ks to the door. Stops. Turns.

AKACHUKWUJ
| did a good thing. | gave a child
an opportunity to work on his
dreans and you know what? It felt
good. That kid has sonething no one
has ever seen in science. Al he
needs is a little support.

( CONTI NUED)
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PROFESSOR | DAH

You were a di sappointnment to this
departnent as a student and now as
a teacher. Why don’t you try
following orders for once. It wll
do you a | ot of good.

(Then)
You might want to check what you
say next, your chances of com ng
back is very slim

Akachukwu wal ks away.

| NT. STEPHEN S ROOM - NI GHT

St ephen sits on his bed. Hs face deadpan. His eyes falls on
his books at a corner. He goes over to them and pi cks one,
examnes it and throws it away.

The madness is on.

He quickly scatters the remai ni ng books. Kicks down his
readi ng chair and desk.

He turns his mattress upsi de down. He picks the EXERCI SE
BOOK, | ooks it over and quickly tears it into pieces.

Then he weeps and screans.

STEPHEN
Why? Wiy did you have to | eave ne
the way i anf? Everyone expected so
much fromnme. My grandma, Uncle
Cem ny teachers, everyone at
school. Even |I... | expected so
much fromnme. Wiy did you put this
brain in nme? It is a curse. Do you
hear nme? You cursed ne.

He weeps sone nore

STEPHEN ( CONTD)
| tried. | believed in nyself. |
believed you will help nme. | did ny
part but you didn’t do yours. Do
you hear nme? You didn’t do yours.
amwasted. It is finished.

St ephen slides to the floor and CRIES.
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EXT. UNI VERSI TY COMPOUND - DAY

G aduating students fill the conpound. They are taking
pi ctures and smling. Everyone seens happy except...

St ephen, who we spot at a corner watching them An ice cream
cart beside him He | ooks on.

Then we spot sonmeone in the mddle of the crowd. A boy on
graduati on gown standing there | ooking directly at us. O her
St udents pass frane but not touching the boy.

It is Stephen and he is day dreami ng. Imagining hinself in
graduati on gown.

He shakes hinself out of his dreans, pushes the cart and
wal ks away.

Just in that nonment, a man on suit appears on the sanme spot,

in the crowd, | ooking around. He appears to be I ooking for
soneone.

EXT. STREETS - DAY

St ephen pushes his cart and sells his nerchandi se.

EXT. STEPHEN S HOUSE - EVEN NG

St ephen pushes his ice creamcart in. Sees Akachukwu sitting
on the steps. Stephen rests his cart at a corner in the
conmpound. Goes over to Akachukwu.

STEPHEN
How did you find ne?

AKACHUKWJ
| found out you are fromthis town.
The rest was easy.

STEPHEN
| won’t apol ogi ze.
AKACHUKWU
| know.
STEPHEN

Then what are you doi ng here?

AKACHUKWJ
Soneone showed up on graduati on day
| ooking for you. He is interested

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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AKACHUKWU (cont’ d)
in your work. He wants to neet with

you.
STEPHEN

That part of my life is history

now.

St ephen makes to go in.

AKACHUKWJ
| used to have a dream | used to
be you. In ny final year, |
published nmy thesis on pain. | got
a scholarship to study in Canada. A

ni ght before I travel, | partied
hard. I was wasted and hung over
for the next 2 days. | lost ny

schol arship. My mates told ny story
and the worst is that they | aughed
at how | ended up. If soneone had
of fered nme an opportunity to change
that, |I would have taken it. Trust
me, you don’t want to live the rest
of your life this way.

Akachukwu brings out a card and gives it to Stephen.

AKACHUKWU ( CONTD)
Go to that hotel by 3 pmtonorrow

STEPHEN
And do what ?
AKACHUKWJ
And listen to what the guy has to

say.

Akachukwu wal ks away. Stephen stands there | ooking at him

| NT. BOOKSHCP - DAY

St ephen sits. Juliet is going through a pile of books on the
tabl e

STEPHEN
| don’t know what to expect when
get there.

JULI ET
It m ght be sonething good.

( CONTI NUED)
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STEPHEN
| don’t even know who |’ m neeti ng.

Juliet wal ks over and sits beside him

JULI ET
You should go and find out.

STEPHEN
Wiy is everyone telling nme to go?

JULI ET
| f everyone is telling you to go,
per haps, you should |isten.

St ephen | ooks away. Beat.

JULI ET ( CONTD)
St ephen, |isten. Wien opportunity
cones knocking and you see it and
refuse to grab it, then that is
stupid and stupid is what you are
not .

She rai ses her small finger.

JULI ET ( CONTD)

Prom se ne you will go and cone
back to tell ne all the gory
details.

St ephen raises his and they interlock their small fingers.

EXT. HOTEL - DAY
St ephen pushes his cart into the conpound and heads to a
buil ding with the sign RECEPTI ON.
| NT. HOTEL - RECEPTI ON - DAY
St ephen enters and wal ks up to the receptionist.
STEPHEN
H. | amhere to neet with soneone.
One WAl ter Patterson.

RECEPTI ONI ST
You are Stephen Ekwekwe?

( CONTI NUED)
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STEPHEN
Yes.

RECEPTI ONI ST
Pl ease have a seat. He will join
you shortly.

St ephen sits down. A waiter brings a bottle of wi ne over to
him The w ne | ooks expensi ve.

STEPHEN
| didn’t order for anything?

WAl TER
It has been paid for.

The waiter pours the w ne.

WAl TER ( CONTD)
Anything to eat sir?

STEPHEN
No. Thank you.

The waiter keeps the bottle and noves away. Stephen sips the
wne. Hs eyes falls on a wall clock.

TIME: 03:12 PM

| NT. HOTEL - RECEPTI ON - SAME
TI ME: 03:50 PM

St ephen sips the wine. Walter enters the reception. Stands
for a while and watches Stephen. Then he nakes his way to
hi m

WALTER
St ephen Ekwekwe?

STEPHEN
Yes.

They shake hands.
WALTER
| am Walter Patterson, educati ona
attache to the governnent. | don’t
t hi nk me have net.

They sit.

( CONTI NUED)
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STEPHEN
Educati onal attache?

WALTER
Let’s just say ny country hel ps
your country on education matters
and I"mjust the guy who pass the
massage.

STEPHEN
Hm ..

WALTER
What do you nean " Hni'?

STEPHEN
If you ask me | will say your
attache story is just a front.

WALTER
| suppose you know your country
nore than I do. I wll just get
right to the point. I read your
proposal . Very exciting i wll say.
STEPHEN
And?
WALTER

You need funds and we can provide
the funds and facilities and
everyt hing you need.

St ephen | ooks himin the eye.

STEPHEN
What’s the catch?
WALTER
You will conme work for us.
STEPHEN
Us?
WALTER

W are a research institute based
inthe US. W offer schol arships
to bright students all over the
worl d. Your theories are
exceptional. W will be delighted
to work with you.

St ephen ought to be excited but he is not.

( CONTI NUED)
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STEPHEN
No, thanks.

Walter smles. Leans forward.

VWALTER
You think they care? They don't.

St ephen | ooks away.

WALTER ( CONTD)

You didn’t finish school but you
are very smart. Perhaps, the
smartest in your generation. Here
is a chance to show t hose peopl e
that di scarded you w thout second
t hought the huge m stake they nade.
A chance to wite your nane in the
hi story books. A chance to show the
wor | d what you have in that head of
yours and i believe there is a
nobl e prize in there.

(Beat)
Don't allow all that to waste away.

Stephen bites his lower lip. This is the first tine we are
seeing himdo that. He is on the verge of nmking a nmgjor
decision in his life.

STEPHEN
| will like sonmetine to think about
it.

WALTER
|’mafraid we’ve got no tinme. |
will be leaving for Abuja in two

hours and by next week, i wll be
in the U S

STEPHEN
This is sudden. | don’t know what
to say.

WALTER

| know but we really need you

St ephen. If you show up in 2 hours,
i wll make a phone call. If you
don't...

He shrugs.
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EXT. HOTEL - 2 HOURS LATER

Walter’s driver loads his bags in the boot of a car. Walter
i s standi ng, snoking and | ooking out for Stephen. The driver
cl oses the boot. WAlter puts out the cigarette. The driver
enters.

Walter is about to enter when out of the corner of his eye,
St ephen appears fromthe gate carrying a bag. Walter sighs
inrelieve and pulls out his cell phone. He presses a
but t on.

VO CE ON PHONE
(Fenal e)
U. S enbassy Abuja, N geria. How may
we hel p you?

WALTER
This is Walter Patterson. Put ne
through to David Smth.

VO CE ON PHONE
Pl ease hol d.

St ephen reaches the car.

WALTER
(To Stephen)
" mglad you could make it.

They enter the car.

| NT. MOVI NG CAR - DAY
As the driver pulls away...

VWALTER
(I'nto phone)
H David, | need you to do
sonmething for ne. It is very
urgent. ..
(So on)

As Walter continues to speak on the phone, his voice drown
out and we stay with Stephen who is | ooking out the w ndow.

STEPHEN S POV: They pass hawkers, bus conductors, barrow
pushers, Keke drivers e.t.c.
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I NT. V.I.A STATION - STUDI O - DAY
Stephen is staring into space |ost in thought.

HOST

(Quietly)
St ephen. .. Stephen...

St ephen shakes hinself out of his trance.

STEPHEN
Sorry... sorry.

HOST
That was an enotional story.

STEPHEN
| could have | ost everything. |
coul d have been that guy who brings
coffee to you every norning or that
taxi driver at the road side or the
Keke or okada rider. | could have
been that guy who makes the
headl i ne news for conmtting
sui ci de.

HOST
But you nade the headlines for al
the right reasons.

STEPHEN
You don’t get it, do you? How many
nore St ephens are out on the
streets just because no one |istens
to then? Many don’t nmake it to
school just because of the poverty
stricken country. A lot of youths
are wasting away because they do
what ever they do to survive.

HOST
The jobl ess ones are | azy and
should try to create jobs for
t hensel ves.

STEPHEN
Have you tried it?

HOST
Tried what ?

( CONTI NUED)
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STEPHEN
Been creative in a country like
ours.

Si | ence.

STEPHEN ( CONTD)
The ones that often tell you to be
creative are the ones who have
never tried it thensel ves. You
should try it sonetine. Then cone
back and we wi |l talk.

HOST
Achebe wote "Things fall apart" as
a young man. The jobl ess youths
shoul d expl ore areas they are good
at .

STEPHEN

You want to tal k about Achebe? The
poi nt people forget is Achebe was
al ready working with the N gerian
Br oadcasting corporation when he
wrote his book. The manuscript was
typed and arranged in London. How
could he achieve that if he had no
job and noney in his pocket?

The host clears her throat. Cearly she has no answer to
t hat .

STEPHEN ( CONTD)
" mjust an exanple. A lesson to
everyone. Though ny hel p cane, it
did not come fromwthin. It came
from out si de.

The host knew she has lost this battle. Perhaps, a change of
topic mght suffice.

HOST
So tell nme, what happened to
Akachukwu?

STEPHEN

| had themreward himwth
sonet hi ng good i n Canada.

HOST
And Juliet?

Stephen is quiet. He | ooks away.

( CONTI NUED)
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Then he | ooks at the host and at the canera. In that nonent,
he takes a decision. He wal ks off stage while still on air
and goes over to Patrick.

STEPHEN
G ve ne the car keys.
PATRI CK
What ?
STEPHEN

G ve ne the car keys now
Everyone is watching. Surprised. Patrick gives himthe keys.
He stornms out. Patrick follows.
EXT. V.I.A STATION - DAY
St ephen wal ks to the car. Patrick at his heels.
PATRI CK
St ephen, where are you off to? You
can’t go driving out all by
yourself in the mddle of your
interview. This is bad. So... so
bad.
St ephen reaches the car and opens the door.

PATRI CK ( CONTD)
At least let nme cone with you.

STEPHEN
No. | have to do this al one.

St ephen enters and drives away.

| NT. MOVI NG CAR - DAY

Stephen is driving. Sees a jewelry store. He drives over.
Par ks.

| NT. JEWELRY STORE - DAY
St ephen enters and wal ks up to the store owner.

STEPHEN
| want a ring. Sonething sinple.

( CONTI NUED)
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STORE OMNNER
Si ze?

STEPHEN
| don’t know.

STORE OMNNER
Body si ze?

STEPHEN
Eh... I'"mnot sure.

STORE ONNER
You should find out.

STEPHEN
Just show ne what you have.

The store owner takes out a casing that contains about 15
rings of different sizes. She shows themto Stephen. He

| ooks at them Can’'t nmke a deci sion.

EXT. JEWELRY STORE - DAY

St ephen wal ks out of the store. The casing with all the
rings inis hand. He quickly enters his car.

| NT. MOVI NG CAR - DAY

St ephen drives. The ring casing in the front passenger seat.
He pulls over at a house.

EXT. STREET/ HOUSE - DAY

St ephen exi st the car and pushes the gate open. The ring
casing in his hand. He wal ks into the conpound.

For alittle while, we stay wwth a nunber witten on the
outer side of the fence. "E41".

EXT. HOUSE - DAY

St ephen knocks on the door. No answer. He knocks again.

VO CE (O 9)
Com ng. .

The door opens and standing right there is JULIET. She is
nmore matured now but still very pretty.
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They stare at each other for a while. Then she does the nost
bi zarre thing. She | eaves the door open and wal ks back into
t he house. Stephen hesitates. Enters.

I NT. SITTI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

St ephen wal ks in. She is not there. He hears noise in the
ki tchen. He goes over.

| NT. KITCHEN - CONTI NUOUS
He enters. She is preparing food.

STEPHEN
Juliet, please say sonething.

She stops and | ooks at him

JULI ET
You | ook tortured.

STEPHEN
| am

Sil ence. They both stare at each ot her.

JULI ET
What is torturing you?

STEPHEN
Not contacting you all this tine.

JULI ET
After 8 years, you couldn’t do it
yoursel f. Your manager had to do it
for you.

STEPHEN
| msorry.

JULI ET
How do you forget your best friend
for that |ong?

STEPHEN
| never forgot you. | kept track of
your activities. You just didn't

know.

( CONTI NUED)
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JULI ET

(Voi ce breaki ng)
Smart Stephen. Genius. You think
you can cone in here, say you are
sorry. Say a few things only...
St ephen Ekwekwe can say and expect
redenpti on?

(Gestures to the ring casing)
Maybe you think a gift will do the
trick?

STEPHEN
| was depressed for a long tine. |
threw nyself into my work and
forgot what it is |like to |augh.
Only one person made ne | augh and
have cone for that person

A tear escapes her eye. Stephen opens the casing displaying

all the ri

ngs of different sizes. Juliet |ooks at them

JULI ET
What is the nmeaning of this?
STEPHEN
Marry nme.
JULI ET
VWhat !
STEPHEN
Leaving you the first time was a
m st ake.
JULI ET
St ephen, peopl e propose with one
ring not... what, a dozen?
STEPHEN
Actually i don’t know how many they
are. | didn't know your size so i

had to bring all

Juliet cones closer and | ooks at them

She tries

JULI ET
They are beautiful.

STEPHEN
Just |ike you.

one. It didn't fit. She tries another. It didn't

fit. Stephen renpves one.

( CONTI NUED)
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STEPHEN ( CONTD)
Try this.

She puts it on and it fits perfectly. He drops the rest of
the rings on the kitchen counter.

STEPHEN ( CONTD)
s that a yes?

Juliet nods and Stephen hugs her.
STEPHEN ( CONTD)
Thank you Julie. You will never
regret this.
They kiss slowy and passionately. They step back.

STEPHEN ( CONTD)
Go change. W are going out.

JULI ET
Now?

STEPHEN
Yes.

Juliet happily goes to her roomto change. Stephen wal ks
back to the sitting room
I NT. SITTI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

As he wal ks around | ooki ng and touching things, we hear him
in V.QO

STEPHEN (V. O
| deserve this. | deserve to be
happy. Now, i can rmake a famly.
There is a LOUD CRASH sonewhere in the house.
STEPHEN
Juliet!

| NT. ROOM - DAY

The contents of the bedside table are scattered on the
floor. ..

Lying down there is JULIET. Her nouth full of white foany
subst ance. Her whol e body shaking rapidly.

( CONTI NUED)
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Her epileptic epi sode choose the worst time in the world to
show up. Stephen dashes to her side.

STEPHEN
Juliet! Juliet! No! no!

BLACK

The sinple words "2 MONTHS LATER' appears and slow y goes
awnay.

| NT. HOTEL ROOM - DAY

Stephen is lying on the bed. H's bears are bigger now.
Unkenpt .

Patrick is somewhere in the room He is on the phone with
someone.

PATRI CK

Yes. No. Yes. Forget what the news
said. He is alive. He | ost soneone
very dear to him

(Listens for a while)
W Africans are superstitious
people. In our place, we nourn for
3 nont hs.

(Pause)
| assure you, he will get to work
i mredi ately after his nourning.
Yes. Thank you.

He ends the call and turns to Stephen.

PATRI CK ( CONTD)
Steve, you have to get yourself
together. | don’t know how | ong
can keep them away.

STEPHEN
| know.
(Beat)
|’ mready.

PATRI CK
Good. | will make the arrangenents.
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EXT. HOTEL - DAY

A car is driving out. W notice the hotel is the same as the
one Stephen net Walter Patterson and the car is driving out
in the sane fashion..

I NT. MOVI NG CAR - DAY

Soneone is driving. Stephen and Patrick are in the back.
St ephen i s | ooking out the window in the sanme fashion as the
first tine.

STEPHEN S P. O V: They pass ice creamsellers, barrow
pushers, okada riders, keke drivers etc.

BACK TO SCENE
This time, he relaxes in his seat.

STEPHEN (V. O
Me and nmy work, that’s all there is
now. Where | work, there are 14
Ni gerians. There are others who
work in other conpanies in the
state | live. There are others in
ot her conpanies in the other 50
states. There are others scattered
all over the world. Then there are
ot her Africans.

CAPTI ON:

EVERY YEAR, AFRICA'S BRI GHTEST MOVE TO AMERI CA, EUROPE AND
ASI A AND CONTRI BUTE I N MAKI NG THEI R LI VES BETTER

| F THESE PEOPLE WERE G VEN OPPORTUN TlI ES BACK HOVE AND THEY
WORK W TH THE SAME FACI LI TI ES, WHAT WOULD HAVE BEEN?
EXT. STREET - DAY
The car keeps noving until it disappears fromour sight.
FADE QUT. .

... THE END. ..



